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| To de Rien HoxovnaBLs " 


. R D. 
Lord Viſcount on 1 Ke. \ 


\ 


en 4 N D 


! 


: Baron Clifton of Leig ton. 


 Bromfwould ; 


om and Hen: Ara ENT of 


Evwax, Earl of Clarendon, &c. 


10 Tok 4 it was 1 70 1 1 8 44 
mean for Gentlemen o Tour Noble Cha- 
radker ; and becauſe, J believe, the pert 


« 2 ama ſal 


. 


be Dzpica Tow. . 
8 it will. both p ofi and delight Tou : 


make Jon a Preſent. of it, to give Tour 
Lordſhi hip an Aſſurance of rhe 26 77 
fires T have, that Tou ſhould be Good, as 
well as Great, and to te 15 thereby to the 
World, the great Reſpect 7 have 2 

Noble Family; of which Tour Lordſbip 


cannot fail to 3 the great Ornament, as 
well as the Glory of [7 Country, if D 
take this Book for Tour Companion, and 
Euſebius, the Noble Author of zt, for 


Dum Guide. 


My Losp, T1 kad bs 8 to be long 
acquainted with My Lord Tour Grand. a- 


ther, and I had the Happmeſs, and 1775 185 


To be bred up in the Family of Tour Great © 
Grand. fatber of immortal Memory, I mean | 


mm the moſt Famous Univerſity o ty 0 ? Oxford, 


to which, after a long Night of Jenorance, 


in Times be his incomparable Pen hath 


| deſcribed, he reſtored true 28 ad | 
rch, 


Dif to the great Benefit fit of the 
and Kingdom, and governed it, all the time 
He was Chancellor of it, with the Care, 


= Aﬀedion, and Authority of a Pather ; and, 
5 . Lonp, I very believe, that f thoſe, 


who 


But more  eſpecia 327% My Lok p, iT 
ned De- 


r Pour 


SS YT oo Que My a oe a 


| The Depicarion: . 

abo were then Students in the Unwerſty, 

I there x5 not a Man of any Rank, or Profeſ- 

| fon, now living, who doth not reverence 

his Memory, and wiſh all Happineſs to bis 

Noble Family, and particularly to Tour 

Lord, who bear his Name, and who, 
we all hope, will follow his great Exam- 

ple, and that of another in every Reſpect as 

| Great, and Good, I mean the Example, of 

Dur Heroick other Great Grand- father, 
y Lord CAPELL, of moſt Venerable, 
To that End, my Lorp, this Book, 

now compleated by the Author, comes to 

wait upon Jou in the Fifth Edition; which = 


\ ws 


; | 7 mention to Tour Lordſhip, to let Tou un- 

* derſtand, that it muſt be a Book of more 

| than common Value, which in ſo Critical 
p [ſeveral Parts through the World without 
142 other Teſtimony, or Commendation, but 

| that of its um mtrinſuk TPhrth. 8 & 

: 5 here fore, My LoR p, 1 do not deſire 

E Ton to read it over, for that would be 4 

1 Diſparagement 10 it, and all the Parts of | 


it; T only deſire your Lordſhp to tafte it, 
to read as 2 a Part of it as Ton pleaſe, 


7 
Df 


8 n - 8 


The DepicatION: 
and tben to forbear reading the whole Col- 


e l. Tou can. I dare ſay, My Lon, 
when Ion 


Jou 4were to read the beſt Dramatick Com- 
| poſture as ever was made, Ton could give off 
at the Firſt Act, and not proceed to the End 
of the Fifth. It is not without Reaſon, 
My Lonp, that I liken this Book to a 
Play; for indeed it is a ſort of Drama, 
vritten n Dialogue, without Numbers, in 
which ſeveral Perſons under feigned Names, 
expreſs ſeveral Humours, and as it were, 
act ſeveral Parts; and, as in a true Play, 
in ich the Poct deſtons to profit, as much 
Sn and to Couch a Noble Moral 

in the Plot, this bright and ſerious Dra- 


matiſt in 2 the wiſe Euſcbius, wwboſe | | 


Piet) in bis Book is equal to bis Wit, deſigns 
_ the whole of it to render Virtue 
able, and venerable, and moſt becoming the 


am 


Profeſſion, and Practice of Gentlemen, and | 


to \ repreſent Vice in its natural Features, 
as bateful and ridiculous, and moſt diſhonour- 
able and reproachful to Gentlemen of all 
Ranks, deſcribing all along the Vanities, and 
Fuollics, and Madneſs of the World, and 
— — diſco» 


Have begun, Tou will no more be 
- able not to go through the Whole, than if 


hen © wſ* > 


' 
, * l 1 24 LY , i: . 
—— : I = ii „ 
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Ari the = Art. ad Slee, and 
Temptations of it in ſuch a delightful and 
convincing. Manner, that it muſt. be ſaid 
of every ant, who can turn Apoſtate from 
Virtue, after reading this moſt excellent . 
lupe, that bus Deſtruttion in of himſelf. + 
My Conn, it 2 not ſome: time finco 
Your. Lordſhip enter d on the Stage of 
the World; and, give me leave to ſay again, 
that the Eyes of God, and all good Men will 
be upon Tou, to obſerve hom Lon will aft 
Tour Part, aud whether” You'll follow ö“ 
Inſtructions which the Honourable Euſebius | 
gives in the firſt Part to Neander, and in the 
reſt to Theomachys ; or whether forgetting 
the Honour both of Your Natural and Spiri- 
tual Birth, and the Sacred Obligations of 
Jour Baptiſmal Vomp, You will let Your ſelf 
be carried off by the great Number of Athe- 
iſts, Deiſts, Indifferents, and Debau- 
chees among 1s, Whoſe wile Mannert and 
Converſation,” be deſcriber i in this golden Book. 
My Lonp, in ſuch an Age as thi, You 
muſt prepare Your * Soul a- , Ecelefiati 
ainſt the Temptations of aus i. 1. 
theſe Ms, from which, by the Grace of 
gal Ih 2 duet preſerved, and I 
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NCE having put the 
veg pai he 


I JE 


They 
er che private Inſtruction of a Young | 


y have wrought ſuch 


ble E 


Fel. 


(merhinks) to bury thi 


were only intended by the Author 


Net. 8 


without a Preſęeruuivt n | 
' Poiſon, you hve in Infection; Wealth, Grandeur, and 


Example plot your Ruin, and Flattery diſguiſes the Dan- 


2 


| theſe Pages at your Feet, as ſincete Tenderneſs for your 
Perſons. It's Wiſdom to have an Antidote at Hand when 


we ſuſpect Poiſon; and dangerous to viſit a Peſt- hquſe 


vibe. Abs, Gentlemen, you ſuck in 


3 lewd Books are of the Cabal, they dart Poiſon to 
Fo Heart through rhe Avenues of the Eyes, and convey 
Death through Pleaſure. „ 1585 


Ix St. Peter's Days, the Devil made his Round to 
prey on the unwary, but now he has almoſt caſed Him- 
ſelf of that Labour; he acts no more in Perſon, but by 
Deputy; he has commiſſion d Poets to Rhime you into 
Deſtruction, and fees Libertines to argue you into Hell; 
and certainly he has had greater Succeſs againſt Manlem 
under the Shape of an Author, than of a Lion; 


wich 


Pleafure and Tranſport ; they- ſoften Nature, emaſculats 
the Mind, and by Degrees metamorphoſe the Reader in- 


to as errant a Beaſt as the Poet; the Style charms, che 
Expreſſion is luſeious, and the Contrivance no lefs ins 
viting chan the Subject. All theſe perty Artifices eons 
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AGAIN, . 1 id inal Dede Cie 
is taken to ſet off Ladies, LAT all the Allurements of 
Eaſineſs and Condeſcendency ; they are diſcarded not on- 
ly, of Modeſty, but of Shame; ſo that, if the Originals 
reſemble the Copies, if the Sex be as ill prepared for De- 
fence at Home, 9s. on the Stage, the Conqueſt will be; 


made without the Expence of Artillery and Bombs. 


Bur this is not enoug h; che Poets take upon em the 
Office of Engineers too; * * trace out the Approaches, 
point the Cannon, order the Attack, and then cry, Gen- 
tlemen, Fall an. For why do they expoſe not only to 
the Eyes in the Playhouſe, but in Print, paſt Bruralities, 
but to perſuade you to act them over again 3 And why 
do they enter u r ee but to ſhew you the Me- 
thod ? They rankick Malberry-Gardens, Ep ells, md 
other publick Scenes of Debauchery, for the Subject of 
your Entertainment; their Plots and Counter-plots are 
only by d to trapan Women, and gull Heireſſes; belides, 
few licentious Intrigues miſcarry. This is a ſly Ine 


to the Audience and the Reader, that Succeſs will cer- 


tainly wait upon their Attempts, and by conſequence tis 
a ſtrong Provocation to enter upon Action. f 


AND — Nature has ſtamp'd on the Faceof Vice | 
Deformity and Horrour, theſe ungrateful Features are 
ſhaded with charming Appellations ; the Sin lie our. of 
Sight under a Varniſh, and no but the Plea- 
| ſure. For this Reaſon the moſt overt Invitations to Evil 
muſt be Chriſten'd, Billers dau; Lewdveſ; muſt be ſtiled 
| > and the Stews places of Diverfon. Why are in- 

nocent Names put on. crumingl Things, but to confound - 
Notions 3 but to gild over Diſhoneſty, (as Aber hecaries 
do Pills) that it — 90 own ban wy; Checks or 
Convulſions of Conſcience? | | 


| Sexe 
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on the Brink of Deſtruction; and (what is worſe) 
void of Fear, nay, lulled into a mortal Lethargy, Wich- 


out any Apprehenſion of your Danger, I have brought 
theſe Di es to your Reſcue, en 


ſome Confidence, they'll prove moſt uſeful and highly | 


| beneficial, if you'll vouchſafe to peruſe 

judic'd Minds, and unbyaſs d Affections. 
TREY hy before your Eyes the moſt important 
Parts of your Du 
of the 


orld, and Wiles of the Devil; the Cauſes of 


| SEEING you thus cloſely belieged on all Sides, and 
1 


both to God and Men; the Snares 


your Miſcarriage, and ſure Methods either to prevent 


or retrieve them. And what can you defire more, but 
a fincere Reſolution 
a?? 


IA ſenſible we live in an Age devoted to Cenſurt 
and Criticiſm, and therefore J have thought fit to obviate 
an Objectian or two. Some may think the Author rreats 
Quality with too much Freedom, and Nobility with too 
little Reſpect: But, Gentlemen, pray remember, there is 

a great Difference between your 2 and your Vicey ; 


to apply theſe Remedies that are de- 


: IT were ridiculous to Compliment Criminals, or ro Re - | 


verence Felons on the Hurdle ; your Failures are brought 
upon the Scaffold, not for Triumph, but for Execution; 
to receive Puniſhment, not Applauſe; what wonder then 
if he handles roughly thoſe Faults he condemns ? If he 
tears off the Vizours that conceal a loathſome Deformity 
under a falſe but tempting Superficies ? He has a mi 
to diſcountenance Ill, to withdraw you from the Embraces 
of theſe treacherous Syrens, that enehant your Reaſon, 
and captivate your Affections, in order to murder your 
Souls; that offer you imaginary Pleaſures, to reward your 
regulity with real Torments, This is certainly a rk 
a — 


mind 


itable Deſign, but withal 1 unleſs each Vice 


poſtures be brought to light, and proved upon them as 
eee WRIT EA 


For, Gentlemen, (give me leave to ſpeak freely,) you 

ove Vice under the Mak of Pleaſure, on: to 4252 3 

othing can wean your Affections from its bewitching 
harms, but a Demonſtration that you are moſt wretehed- 


o 


r 


e | oOrnixs may perchance take it ill chat the Author 
ſports ſometimes upon too ſerious a Subject, and by con- 
ſſequence tranſgreſſes the Rules of Decency. 


Bur you muſt conſider we live in an Age that ranks 
ae among the Vices, and Railery among the Ver- 
tues. Alas, Gentlemen, the Sportive Faculty takes place 8 
of the Reaſonable ; Riſibile and Rationale have changed 
Places ſince Ariſtotles Days; the Propriety has ſtep'd in- 
to the Definition of Man, and baniſhed his moſt eſſential 
Ingredient among the Accidents. Reaſon without Force 
is out of Faſhion ; it muſt appear in a Scaramonche's Dreſs 
to obtain an Audience, and muſt bring Delight as well as 


THIN Author condeſcends to your Weakneſs ; and 
5 158 not cenſure his Civility, nor burleſque his 
udgment, for paying Deference to your Quality: Be- 
lde he is ſenſible, Vice has 3 into Practice 
and Reputation, and Vertue into . Why there- 
fore may not Vertue regain its Poſt by the ſame Method 
it loſt it? And why may not the Gentry be ſported into 
their Duty, as they have been rallied out of it? Some 
Poiſons call for Treacle, others for Fire ; but that of the 
Tarantula muſt be fetch'd out by Muſc. A Peal of 
Laughter enarvates the Force of this Neapolizan Venom, 
f and a Brace of Minutes expel it. Who knows but your 
31 5 Diſtemper 
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x is of the fame Nature ? Arleaſt eeiperats al 
for Experiments; and 4ho' no 
Satisfaction to have ( all. 


. 


T4 , 
* 


— b 


IN fine, I fling this Tra © at your Feet, and ” ON 7OU 
Will be pleaſed to e it wich Leiſure and Refle Mor 
it may not only ou with Inſtruction, but 
Pleaſure; not fach in „ courts Senſe, and gratifiet 
che beaſtial Part, but ſuch as is p e 


N and 1 8 ſuch as feaſt a Sor, and ni 


* 


* a - "— . * 
— > N I 7 [4 
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IV E me Laue, Dear Reader, to uſher 
in the following - s with a Cha- 
rafter of the Author... He is Dead, and 
by Conſequence out of the Reach ene . 
Aud as 15 Repularity of his Life give 

i held 10 Sa el the kale of ho 

Virems raiſe. him above Flatery. Many Reaſons per- 

Ade me 10 conceal his Name 3 bur more 16 publiſh bis rar 
Aerits. 

8 Exanple has firange Artratlives ; the Way in Linne 

I Precepts (as the Philoopber notes) is long, but by Exay 
ert and edi: Lie the Laconich Dialect, it expreſſes 

much in a Bi, and drives Arpuments more 

fy Logick or Rhetorick. Seeing 


% 


1 * 


4 \ 


than 
erefore, Gentlemen have 
cominually before their * fo many Statues of Vice in all 
Poſtures, 


a © 


| 1 it's time to nn that 


E — Era themſeivet the Freedoms of 0 
J 22 indeed, he Life of thi Gentlaman u plain ud 


ets on” in all the Croil Wars and Revo- 


10 fe 
| 1 of Face they to T1 j 
00 bius Fad * * Er I L y «Mot 85 


whoſe Wiſdom vied Sik her Piety, and both indeed were 
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be comnine', Piety is within their Reach, as ell 
3 NN rhe aliy-ant- Ive wah 
e of thei N. without ſtepping out of the World; 
ety or Convers 


Evidence, that Men tr Palaces into Places 
". Debanchery, not Palaces Men into | Debanchees ;/ and 
that Corrts would be innocent, if Courtiers conld reſolve to 
remain ſo. 


Euſebius was of 4 Family as ancient as the Conqueſt ; 


ions of State, his Anceſtors "were ſo happy, as to ſtand by 
their Prince in ſpight of * and Intereſt ; nor could they 


ever be prevailed upon to part with their Loyalty for 
all 555 


 Proſpett f e 2 n | 


extraordinary. She trained him up from the Cradle in the 


Duties of a Chriſtian ; and, I may ſay, he both loved God, 
an. en e b Pati le Ale to frume a right No 


were able whit e 
* off. - 1505 1 18 . PE. 
He W rale Univofoy. ay the Gu 
a prudent Governour, who endeavoured by Precept and Ex- le, 
ample to improve in him thoſe" Seed of Lenne A Mother R. 
bad ſawed ſo. earh.. He applied himſelf to”'Philoſophy irh. N da 
Eagerneſs and Appetite, and made a Progreſs anſiverable to || th; 


___—_— the Acceſſory, and Pity as the Prin- 
hat | (be ſaid) was a mere Emnibelliſiment, this an 


that his Diverſion, . 


41 2 3 + . X 


1 


9 * "tf + 
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The PREFACE. Ms. 
Tet be was none of ' thoſe Plodders, who ſeem” to 
disband from Company, and to forſwear Converſati- 
on; who place Vertue in Sowreneſs, and confound 
Piety with Spleen. Noz. he was free, eaſy, and chear- 
ful, and never refuſed to partake of thoſe Sports that 
recreate the Mind, and eaſe the Body, without Freju- 
dice to Conſcience. To pawn Innocence for Pleaſure, 
(ſaid bs) is to over-rate the one, and to under. 
value the other. To laugh while we fin, is (in 
{ome ſort) to renew the barbarous Cruelty of Nero, 
who play'd while Rome burned; or the fooliſh 
Temerity of the Indian Philoſopher, who ſung on 
hen f y nn dlgctt 
Indeed, ſuch an unuſual Conduct was gazed at, in 
a Place, where Jouth gives more time to the Practice 
of Epicurus's Morals, than to the Study'of Ariſto- 
tle's' Philoſophy ; or where at leaſt Learning is more 
Ja-la-mode than Piety; but this Admiration ſoon. 
paſs'd into Efteem , and he who at firſi-was look d 
on 3 Monſter, in Proceſs of time was ſtiled an 
He left the Univerſity to viſit the Camp, and made 
everal Campaigns under N. N. Neither Intereſt nor 
Ambition called him into the Field; the only Aim of 
his Reſolution was to learn the Myſteries of War, that 
ear Nl je, might be one Day in @ Capacity to ſerve bis Prince 
” Bzth Honour, and his Country with Succeſs, 
of | Piety ſeldom follows an Army. Soldiers ſeem to 
* leave Conſcience in their Winter- Quarters, as well as 
ber Religion, that they may . ſm without Check, and be 
ith. damned without Apprebenfion. Euſebius diſapproved = 
"to this ill Husbandry. Our Care (ſaid be) muſt riſe 
with the Danger; and ſeeing we are not aſſured 
ind fof an Hour, it's Madneſs to negle@ our Soul one 
Moment. I ſuppoſe, Coonthevad Fo to a Friend) when 
we put on a Red Coat, we put not off Chriſtia- 
nity, nor receive a Commiſſion from God to live 
at Pleaſure, when we enter into the Service of our 
| 5 [a] Prince: 
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* *. 
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The PRE FA CE. 
Prince: No, no; let us die like Men, but live like 
Chriſtians; this is the only way to leave an honou- 
table Memory in this World, and to find a glorious 
Reception in the next. + © 3 

His Life in the Camp was anſwerable to his Prin- 
 tiples, be prayed half an Hour on bis Knees Morning v1 
and Evening, and never omitted to be preſent at Pub- 7 
lick Prayers, when he was not on Duty; be would never © 
ſuffer either prophane or obſcene Di / we For (ſaid © 
he) it's hard to hear without Sin thoſe Things that I v 
cannot be ſpoke without Offence; to permit Crimes t. 
is to abett them. V hen he could not excuſe an Officer's 
Fault, he always leſſen d it, and ſpoke ill of no Body but 
Himſelf. He compared Detractors to your Italian Bra- 
voes, who attack People behind, and flab Bodies at 
 Imapwares, whilſt thoſe kill a Man's Reputation, 
One Day an Officer told him, War called for Cou- 
rage, not Vertue; that Reſolution carried the Day, 
Not Confcience. N „ „ 
© hat is (replied be) Ambition challenges the Time 
of War, Diverſion the Time of Peace, and Sin. every 
Moment of your Life; but then who will claim 
the Moment ot your Death? God. Alas, Sir, you'll 
neither have the Time. nor the Thought to difpoſe 
of it ſo advantageouſly ; as you hve in Sin, ſo in 
all Probability you'll die in it. You are miſtaken, 
Sir; Sin enervates the Mind, not Piety; and could 
we read the Thoughts of our Soldiers, we ſhould 
Find too little Confcience drove more of them out 
of the Field at the Battle of N. than too much. A 
Man muft be either an Atheiſt, or Mad, to front 

JJ EE ITY I RAW Yo 
Euſebius proved beyond Demonſtration, that Vertue 
28 10 Enemy to Valour; be breathed nothing but Sieges, 
Battles, and Expeditions ; be went to Combats with as 
compoſed a Countenance, as others march to Triumphs; 
and, like Hannibal, was the firft in the Field, and the 
aſt out of it; he generally ask'd the moſt daugerous Poſt, 


and 
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liked ſought Perils, as if he had a_mind to fall, yet he 
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rin 
117g 
h- 
de 
ſard 
hat 
Des 
er's 
but 
ra- 
at 


FY ' 
3 


always came off with Safety and Applauſe; Providence 
ſeemed to have made him N againſt Ball and 
Sword, and his Vertue armed him againſt Far. 
Being challenged once to a Duel, be anſwered coldly, 
Sir, though I fear not your Sword, I tremble; at 
my Maker's Anger; I dare venture my Life in a 
good Cauſe, but cannot hazard my Soul in a bad 
one, I'Il charge up to the Cannon's Mouth. but 
want Courage to ſtorm Hell. Aud when a Friend 
told him be muſt either Fight, or forfeit his Honour. 
You are miſtaken, (replied Euſebius) I'll gain Ho- 
nour by my Diſgrace, and ſhew the World I am 
no Coward, by daring Cenſure and Obloquy. He 
is couragious and brave, who ſtands up for 
Conſcience againſt the ſalſe but prevailing Maxims 


of Cuſtom and Opinion, not he, who betrays, his 
Duty, and dreads more an imaginary Imputation, 


than a real Crime. Euſebius returned from the Ar- 


my with Glory, and brought off his Fiety in Triumph. 


He was received by his Maſter with: open Arms, and 


advanced to an honourable Poſt. He labour d for bis 


Benefactors Intereſt, not bis own; and uſed to ſay, 


The Prince ſhould always carry off the Profit, and 


Hie could not endure to purchaſe Attendants with fair 
Promiſes, and then to reward their Expectation with 


Diſappointment, His Intentions were as ſincere. as his 
| Words, and he never promiſed a Favour, but be defigned 


it. He could not endure to tantal ize Pretendants with | 
gay Hopes, and in the End diſmiſs them with an airy 
Complement. This is (ſaid be) to ſpend their Time, 


and drain their Purſe, with inſignificant Waiting, 


to tempt their Patience, and in the End to draw 
them to be your Enemies. 


Euſebiug 
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bove the reach of Px), aud that in Courts Vertue 
Ic 


 Evenneſs of Temper, that ſurprized bis Enemies, and, 


miration. Though be was overpowered, he could not 
de overcome. He looked brighter under a Cloud, than 


ded he was 10 leſs in Misfortune, than be bad been in 
the bigbeſt Splendour of Glory, e 


Hie was received again into Favour ; . yet this un- 
expected Turn wrought no Alteration in bis Humour; 
he roſe with the ſame Unconcernedneſs be fell; be was 


Stroke of Adverſity; neither good Fortune puft bim 
up, 907 bad depre 3 bim; be never thought of Re- 


vals, but uſed his Power with Moderation, and re- 
turned Civility for Unkindneſs, 17017 


The PREFACE. | 
Euſebivs found at laſt, that Innocence is not a- 


is often puniſbed, and Vice rewarded. A Club of Cour- 
tiers caballed againſt bim, and perſuaded the Prince I de 
to diſcard him, He bore this Diſgrace with - an be 


like the Sun in an Eclipſe, all gazed on him with Ad- 


zn the full Meridian of bis Grandeur, and all conclu- 


A Friend tempted him to firike in with a Faftion 55 


againſt bis Prince ; but he received the Propoſitiou a 


with Indignation and Horror. No, (ſaid he) 1 had I B. 
rather be wretched without a Fault, than great P 


with a Crime: Duty call'd mg to my Maſter's || p: 
Service, not Intereſt; and I'll rather pawn my II 
Liſe, than forfeit my Loyalty; my high Pre- o, 
tenſions lie in the other World, not in this; my || h. 


Prince raiſed me to a conſiderable Fortune, now t! 
he thinks fit to diſcharge me, I'll thank him for In 


the Favour, and not repine at his Juſtice. I ac- ff c 
_ the Station at his Command with Grati- Þ t: 


e, and I quit it with Reſignation. 


above the Charms of Proſperity, and Proof againſt the 


venging thoſe Afronts be had received from bis Ris 


„ Win Sed . 


aq 


— 


One that lived ſo well, could not die ill; for e- 


jon very Man's Death is a Copy of bis Life, and ex- 
ion actly reſembles the Original. In his laſt Sickneſs 


d he ſhewed all the Bravery of a Soldier, and all the 
eat | Piety of a Chriſtian ; he bore the Dolours of bis Diſtem- 
er's per, not only with Patience, but Tranſport, and look A 
my Death in the Face with the ſame Undauntedneſs he 
re- || often beheld the Enemy in Battel. Sir, (ſaid he to 
my | bis Nephew" finding) remember you ge born te 
ow || the ſame Fate, you may read your Peſtiny in 


for | mine ;+yor:will once be in the ſame Oircumſt 
ac- ces you ſce me; you know-not when you muſt 
iti- take the laſt Farewel of Life; Death fteals upon 


us lixe a Thief, and ſtrikes without Noiſe,» without 


n- Warning: Seeing therefore you are never ſecure, 


ur ; be always prepared, leave nothing to Chance or 
was Hazard; A TEES Js poſſible, and (what is 
the worſe) irreparable. Neve 


Re- your Reaſon moſt, when you leaſt own your 


Ki- Faith. This is to place Wit in Folly, and Rear 


re- ¶ fon in Impiety. Practice Vertue, this is your on- 
I iy Buſineſs, it will make you content in this 
World, and open fair Proſpect of Felicity to the 
—— e 


| Ne) 1— to ſhew your 
im Wit by di puting Prad es, nor think you own 
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The PREFACE. 


His Words ſeem'd tipt with Fire, they plerced the 
Hearts of all that were preſent, and warmed their 


Affactions; whilſt all mourned,: be aloe was joyful, 


In fine, recommending his Soul to the Mercy of bis 
Redeemer, be. gently expired, leaving behind a Pat- 
tern for Gentlemen's Imitation, Thus died Euſebius, 


2 Scholar, Soldier, and Courtier, and in all theſe 


Skates a Saint. , ec 0g 

Let Gentlemen learn by this Example, they may be 
Great and Good; and that they may diſcharge —— 
ſelves with Glory of all the Offices of Society, without 


betraying the Duty of a Chriſſian. 


La 
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True Vertue, what 
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| Proofs of a Deny. 4th Proof, From Invention of Art; 
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Notion of God, . not Eternal 418 N 
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Reflectiont on Lawyers 512, $18 Man compared with Beaſts 2 
Good Rules for . 5727 Difference of Men from Beaſt 57 517 


THE 6 


Gintlalio tz &c. 


Arts 
= NzanDan OST TO OY pee Ei was; 1 
the AT in the Duty of a Gentleman. DER 


NG ELCOME, dear Neander : „ What 
fair Wind has blown me the Fa- 
vour of ſo early a Viſit? This i is 

extraordinary. rl 

142} - Neander. Pray, Why 7 my 

„ BBBuſineſs has been up and abroad, 

92 theſe two Hours; is it not high time to follow it ? 


Eu. Ah! But bur Town s parks have ſomethin of the 


Owl, they riſe at Night, thd lie down in the Morning. 

They "obſerve a moſt We Symmetry in Diſofder, and 
rz like Lob ers go backwards; in a word, they turn Na- 
ture Topſy-turvy, or read it backwards; it's Genteel 
and Modiſh to out-ſleep the Sun, and an Argument of 
Peaſantry to db like other Men. £5 


d with the Cuſtoms of the Town: I have not open'd 
he Ceremonial; nor peruſed the Ritual a. la-. mode: Yet, me- 
Fhinks, to turn Night into Day is an odd Metamorpho 
Wis : Nature (ſure) never intended Eyes for Darkneſs: 
loeworms indeed are obliged to Night, it ſets em off, 
and makes their faint! Luſtre ſparkle with more Eclat. 
ut why Men ſhould dote on Shades, and range in Obe 
ſearity, I cati't divine, unleſs they long to duel with 
Poſts, and try a Rubber at Loggerheads ; in ſhort, it's LY 


Buſch 


4 A ME rettete SORES 


Nean. I have left the College too lately to be acquaints s 


attiſh. Humour, and jars 2 wy Conſtitution. 


mf 


3 -*2 
CET © 
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he reconcil'd to Darkneſs, if you intend to ſtand fair with 


they return to themſelves, and 1 to the Tavern, 


him out of their Company, and ſo exit the young Squire. 


4 prize, and ſuſpe& Friends, not to be over-reach'd by E 


| Night more Hours, than Lilept Minutes. 


ſurrender at Diſcretion . But in good earneſt, has Liber- 
ty given you a Surfeit? Has Freedom gall'd you? Will 


think they ſtudied not to grow Wiſe, but Fools; to loſe 


Neander] take Care; a preci pitate Choice makes way 


EFuſeb. For all that, you muſt fake up with Night; and 


K Px 


our own Town Sparks; they are of the Family of Meg 
ra, true Sons of Night and Erebus. Light ſtrikes too hard 
on their Eyes, it dazles them like Opium; It even works o 
the Brain and ftupifies ; but then, towards the Evening 


— 


and from thence ſally out upon the Watch, and manfully 
ſtorm Glaſs-windows. In fine, their Buſineſs and Reaſen 
fleep in the Day, and riſe when wiſe Men go to Bed. 
Nov ſuppoſe you intend to enter into the Confraterni- 
ty, you Il not want moſt kind Invitations: Theſe Blades lie 
on the Catch; and place Centinels on Oxford Road to give 
Notice when a Prize draws near; that is, when a Gen. 
tleman leaves the College; and then they fly to the Inno- 


SSD K &e 


cent-Youth like Eagles to the Quarry ; they proffer their 


Service, admire his Parts, Compliment him into Snares, 
Wheedle him into Debauchery, empty his Pockets, wound 
his Soul, and ſtab his Reputation; and when they hav 

martyr' d his Innocence, and embezzled his Eſtate, kick 


Nean. A Man (I fee) muſt. carry his Wits about him 
at London; he muſt ſtand on his Guard to prevent a Sur- 


nemies. Like the Lion he muſt ſleep with his Eyes open; 
Well; a Danger foreſeen is half avoided. Euſebiut, 1 
have been diſorder d ſince my Arrival, and thought laſt 


_ 'Exſeb. What! are you ſmitten ſo ſoon ? Some Female 
Beauty has (I ſuppoſe) ſtorm d your Heart, and good Nas 
ture has beat the Chamade. The Articles are (no doubt) 
drawn up and ſigned ; unleſs perchance you reſolve £0 


vou try how neatly you can dance in Fetters, and capet 
in Trammels? This is a Sample of Univerſity Breeding'; 
Four Collegians are a pack of awkard Animals, fall c 
Wit, but without Judgment to manage it; one -would 


their Reaſon, or to forget the Uſe of it. They no ſooner 
ter into the World, but like Children, they chace every 
| erfly, and run on the Spur to their Ruin. Ah; dear 


TI2zQt 53 Bn er 2 Sp5oW(etwWweo to 


and for a long Repentance; ſtifle the firſt Sparks of Love, 
iti time will quickly fan em into a Flame; a green Wound 
is eaſily healed, but a feſtered one ends in a Gangreen. 

Nean. Under Fayour, you run riot on a talſe' Conje- 
aure. I am not Heart-Sick, but Town-Sick, + - 18 
Euſeb. Town-Sick ! This is, without Peradventure, an 


Outlandiſh Diſtemper > there is not one Recipe for it in 
our London Diſpenſatory : However, the Diſeaſe. is not 
dangerous, for, I find no mention of it in our Weekly 
.. BE Bills of Mortality; in what Mould, for God's Sake, were 
rni you-caft ? Surely you are of ſome more refined, more 
ie celeſtial Temper, than other Gentlemen, without Senſe, 
ive without Paſſion ; in fine, all Angel; all Seraphin. 
Mean. Not ſo neither. 1 
a Euſeb. What then? VV 
Nean. Why Sir? I am a Man, ſubject to all the Inſir- 
mities of Human Nature; but I would not willingly ſur- 
render my Reaſon, nor e Privilege of Nature; 1 
would not throw up my Claim to Heaven for any earth! 
Pretenſion: In fine, I have no Inclination to go to Graſs 
with Nebuchadowozor 3 nor to lie in the ſame Bed with 
Brutes. I am a Man by Nature, and a Chriſtian by Grace, 
and would neither debar my Reaſon, nor throw a Sean- 
dal upon my Profeſſion : In a word, TH fave my Soul. 
- Exſeb. Neander, Let me embrace thee ; I was- juſt 
lighting a Candle (as Diogenes did at Athens) to find a 
Man in London. I thought Piety had taken leave of our 
Nation, and that Chriſtianity had flown over to the Con- 
tinent; but, God be thank d, we have left among us one 
Man, and one Chriſtian; ſo that the whole Species is 
not extinct. We live in a mad World, without Method, 
without Order; we ſeem to play at Groſs Queſtions : 
Virtue and Vice have changed Places, and almoſt 
Names, and even Wit is confounded with Folly; Rea- 
ſon conſiſts no more in the Uſe, but in the Abuſe of it. 
Gentlemen debauch themſelves into Credit, and draw 
Fame from Impiety; the whole Buſineſs of Chriſtians 
lies in confuting-their Belief by their Practice: Theſe 
monſtrous Irregularities have (more than once) moved 
me to ſuſpect, that the moſt Wiſe and Thinking- part of 
Mankind is coop'd up in Bedlam, whilſt Mad · men and 
Fools range about the Town in Coaches. 
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and riſes. x Man on Sunday Morning: A third delivers 
Himſelf up to his Palate, and condemns his Wit to drudge 


prepared, and up the Hettors jump with drawn Swords; 
(like the Roman Slaves) to give Diverſion to the Specta- 
tors: IF this be not Folly and Madneſs: without Mask or 


throbghout the whole Mass. 
*H Re igion keeps Pace with our Reaſon, and 18 Juſt; re- ig! 


( Gentleman Inſtructed. 


This Man whines away at a Strumpet's Feet, his Eſtate; 
his Health, and his Soul too; another drowns his Reaſon 
in Glaret and Canary; he plays the Brute all the Week; 


for his Gluttony; he judges of Meats by the Price, not 
by the Tafte ; and thoſe only regale his Appetite that 
drain his Purſe ; his ſtudy is to provoke Hunger, not to 
jay it, and ſeldom. riſes from the Table, till a Surfeit 
forces him to call for a Ban. ile ts aft; 


A Fourth has perchance received the Lie, and in 2 
Huff bauls out for Satisfaction, i. e. a Stab; the Stage is 


1 


Diſguiſe, pray give me their Definition; it's hard to de- 
termine whether this Conduct be a fitter Object for He- 
raclitas's Tears, or Democrituss Laughter ; its a Com- 
pound of Farce and Tragedy, but a Vein of Folly runs 


garded as much. Methinks our Worſhip ſmells ſomes Fan 


be ſo ſparing of our Prayers is a hard Queſtion. . 
Figure, and argues much Want or great Covetouſneſs, 
was one told, that a Yeoman on his Legs was taller an 


daſh of Satyr or Hyperbole: They are both at a low 


4 


ſtand on your Guard, and look to your Conſcience, as 


thing of Paganiſm, for we adore God (as the Heathens Put 


did Hercules) with Showers of Stones and Brickbats, ſit: 
(viz:) of Oaths and Blaſphemies; this is the only Ho- 
mage we think fit to pay our Maker; and indeed it is a $01 
kind of Recognizance; and is ſo far commendable, as it y, 
puts us in Mind there is ſuch a Thing to believe in, and 


to pray to, as well as to ſwear by. Now wi y. we ſhould 


%» 7 


4 0 


Some may perchance imagine the Poſture of a Suppli- 
ant is below an Engliſh Courage; beſides, it's an uneaſy 


two heavy Imputations for a Gentleman; moreover, 
kneeling is a Mark of Subjection and Baſeneſs; for ! 


reater than a Prince on his Knees 85 This is a rough 
Pravoht of our Town Wit and Religion, without one 


Ebb, and God knows when the Tide will turn. Neander, 


well as to your Purſe; for 1 aſſure you, the one is in leſs Ino 


Danger than the other; unleſs you carry a watchful Eye Rhe 


5 over 


The Gentleman Inflrufted. =, 


ver your Thoughts and Actions, you will fall into Snares 


> 4 N 


hat are laid to entrap Innocence. 


. © - 


Mean. However, ſurely God has not tied up our Duty 5 


ers 8 

loe Wo Impoſſibilities; he tells us, his Yoke is eaſy, and his 
wt Wurthen light; and then aſſures us by the Mouth of his 
natWpoſtle, that our Power is always equal at leaſt to the 
to Lemptation; we may therefore diſcharge our ſelves of all 


he Offices of Life and Converſation, without overlooks 
ng the Duty of a Chriſtian ; for certainly God never 
ramed our Tongue for Silence, nor our Reaſon for So- 
itude ; we may handle em both right, as well as wrong, 
ind employ em to a good Uſe, no leſs than to an ill 
One. I hope there is no Neceſſity of ſailing into Egypt, 
ind of taking up in the Wilderneſs of Thebais, nor of 
unning into a Convent, or of receiving Holy Orders at 
dome; for though theſe Good Fathers may walk pretty 
ecurely to Heaven, yet I underſtand they make the Voy- 
ige alone: Now I feel no Charms in Celibacy ; and be- 
ides, they are by Law diſſeized not only of their Birth- 
Fight, but even of the Benefit of the Clergy ; ſo that they 
Fan claim no Liberty but that of the Priſon, no Property 
dut the Gallows. I have no Inclination to fling up my 
ſtate, and as little to lay it at the Merey of greedy Fa- 
ourites; nor to fly to Heaven by the Way of Tyburn I 
ould not withdraw from Society, nor forſwear Compa- 
y, nor (like old Timon) disband from my own Species, 
Eu ſeb. You. have Reaſon ; God condemns us, not, as 
baraob, to the Drudgery of making Bricks without fur- 
üſhing us with Materials; he proportions his Grace to 
dur Wants, and never commands us to Fight on unequal 
ſerms ; the Advantage lies on our ſide, and if we give 
pur Adverſary the higher Ground, our Defeat muſt lie 
t our own Door; we may be over- come, but can't be 


2 


Day, not our Weakneſs. e e 

Beſides, Virtue is not confin d to Place or Condition; 
t may be practiſed in Towns as well as in Deſarts; 
nd no leſs by Courtiers than Peaſants : Nay, it ſhines 
methinks) in a Palace, like the Sun in the Meridian, 
ith Pomp and Majetty ; for what can even Fancy paint 
ore Charming and more Glorious than Grandees, nei- 
her abje& in Adverſity, nor inſolent in Proſperity ; than 
ourtiers peaceable in the Noiſe of Affairs, temperate in 


B 3 the 


ver- powered; our Cowardice gives Temptation the 
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the midſt of Exceſs, unchangeable in Viciſſitudes, and 
conſtant in all the Turns of Fortune; untainted with 
Luſts, compoſed in Tumults, and ſmiling at all thoſe 
Things, that are either expected or feared by others; than 
Men who have the Power to do what they will, and the 
Will to do nothing but what is juſt and reaſonable? This 
is no Platonick but a Chriſtian Virtue it is not only found 
in Fiction and Romance, but has been commended to 
Practice; it has appeared more than once on our Horixon, 
ſupported by Dignity, and waited on by all the Magnifts 
cence of Power and Royalty: You may therefore hold 
your Eſtate without flinging up your Title to Heaven. 
Nean. Indeed had Providence cut off my Claim tof j 
Heaven, when it intruſted me with a Lordſhip, I ſhould} 
have been no Gainer by the Bleſſing; notwithſtanding, 
though Virtue be in my Power, if Vice be in my Will, 
I ſhall, without Queſtion, be miſerable : Let me there- 
fore defire you to favour me with ſome Rules, byk 
which I may ſhape my Courſe ; you have ſtemm'd the 
Tides of Youth, and beat back Temptation with Couf 
rage and Succeſs ; thoſe Waves that have paſs d by you,] 
ruth on me; ſo that the Danger is certain, my Eſcapel 
doubtful. I fling my felf into your Arms. I have at 
leaft learnt the firſt Leſſon of Prudence, viz. to ſubmit 
to the Advice of thofe whom Age and Experience have 
ſufficiently inſtructed. %%% Pd 3 TAL 
Euſeb. My Age is on its Declenſion, yet I am not 
(God be thank'd) aſham'd to live, or afraid to die; 
1 neither contemn Life, nor overvalue it; and therefore 
expect my quietus ef with Patience, and will welcome 
my Diſcharge. I have withdrawn from the Hurry anc 
Tumult of worldly Affairs, and now lead a retired, but 
not an ignoble Life: I gave my laſt Farewel to the Court 
not by Force, but Choice ; and indeed, it deſerves no 
Thought but of Contempt. I have taſted of bad Fortune 
and of Good ; bat never placed my Happineſs in the one 
or my Miſery in the other; nor have I entred into thell 
World like a Mute, merely to fill the Stage : No, 
once made no contemptible Figure by my Prince's Bene 
volence, and tho' in the Confuſion of the Government 
Trell from my Poſt, I carried off my Honeſty in Triumph 
and expoſed my Eſtate to ſecure my Loyalty ; yer, God 
be praisd, I am not brought to the Basket; though 
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ad rather live on Charity than Rapine, and wou'd ſoon- 
r earn my Bread by the Sweat of my Brow, than of my 
onſcience. In my Retirement, I have had Occaſion to 
tudy Things, and to reflect on Men, and have made 
oy Dbſervations on both, ſo that I am not quite unprovid- 
hi d of thoſe Qualities the Office you impoſe upon me re- 
1 vires: III therefore take the Liberty to eounſel you as 
n be "bois e e leg 
Friend, not as a Maſter; let us retire into my Cloſet. 


OTST IST TIT EET . EOOEEDECEEECEY 
old DIALOGUE II. 
Euſebius iaſeructs Neander in the Duiy of a Chriſtian, 


Euſeb. VO muſt act two Parts; of a Gentleman, 
and of a Chriſtian: Well diſcourſe of the 
atter at our next Meeting, and at preſent only touch the 
ormer. Some Gentlemen keep up to their Character 
ithout the advantageous Helps of Precepts, or Educa- 
Fion; you may read their Birth on their Faces; their 
ate and Mein tell their Quality ; they both Charm and 
Awe, and at the ſame time flaſh Love and Reverence; 
heir Extraction glitters under all Diſguiſes; it ſparkles 
n Sackcloth, and breaks through all the Clouds of Po- 
erty and Misfortune; there is a je ne ſcay quoy in their 
hole Demeanour, that tears off the. Vizor, and diſco- 
Pers Nobility, though it ſculks incognito ; they are reſer- 
Fed without Pride, and familiar without Meanneſs ; they 
ime their Behaviour to Circumſtances, and know 
hen to ſtand on Tip-toe, and when to ſtoop: In fine, 
| 15 == trivial Actions are Great, and their Diſcourſe 
Noble. . f 


th Others ſeem to be born Gentlemen to ſhame Quality; 
v Fr ne would ſwear Nature intended to frame 'em for the 


Dray, and Chance flung em into the World with an 
TW ſcutcheon They are all of a Piece, Clown without, 
Ind Coxcomb within; and ſo like Foplingrons are graced 
ith Titles to play the Ape by Patent: Theſe of 'the 
ene: 4 Claſſe need no Precepts, and thoſe of the ſecond de- 
erve none; however, Counſel may be uſeful to others; 
For eee is acquired like other Arts, by Study and 
WPplicatian. | Sv Or 
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8 The Gentleman Inſtructed. K 
Io begin the Part of a Gentleman, perſuade you 
ſelf, it's your Duty and Intereſt to act it well; for 
whoſoever looks upon it as a Matter of ſmall. Con- 
cern, will come off with Diſeſteem; he will follow the 
Bent of Nature, and ſwim down the Stream of Inelina 
tion, rather than ſtrive againſt it; for who will balk Hu 
mour, or fence againſt ill Cuſtoms for nothing? This 
take to be the Reaſon, why ſo many in Converſation fall 
below their Station; they fancy a Title ſupported with 
Means, places em in a Region above the Niceties o 
Breeding ; that a Sir gilds the moſt unbeſeeming Beha- 
viour, and a Coronet dignifies Ruſticity ; but this is: 
Miſtake ; for as Gentlemen ſtand above the Crowd, ſe 
they lie more open to View and Cenſure: For Actions are 
not rated by Men, but Men by Actions; and if theſe 
ſmell of the Clown, or ſuit with the Peaſant, Right Wor 
ſhipful muſt be content with thoſe Titles; for the Adob 
knows well enough, that Gentlemen can claim no Reſpe 
from Nature : They are all of the fame Matter, and. the 
Soul of a Lazarus is of as refined a Metal as that of Di- 
ves ; and therefore, if they ſee no Advantage on Quali- 
ty's Side, but a Coach and Six; they will be apt to think 
themſelves as good Men as their Maſters, though not fo 
Rich; and that they are beholden more to Chance or 
Injuſtice for their Fortune, than to Merit. lan 


Let not your Family be the Subject of your Difcourſe, 
nor fling the Regiſters of your Genealogy on the Table 
before all Company; this Topick is both Fulſom ant 
Ungenteel ; it's a ſhrewd Argument you are big of Con 
ceit, and more obliged to your Anceſtors for your Blood 
than for your Wit; though your Great Grandfather rode a 
Admiral at Sea with 20001. per Annum, if he has left Pe 
ſterity no other Mark of his Greatneſs, but his Vices 
I ſhall rank him among the moſt wretched Creatures 
that ever breathed ; ſeeing the Height of his Station onl 
rais d him above the Vulgar to proclaim his Shame, and 
render his Infamy more perſpicuous ; it's a Madneſs to 
make the Meaſure of our Deſerts by the Parts of eu 
Forefathers, their perſonal Worth adds a Hairs 
4 . | ____ breadtl 
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readth to our Stature: We may enter upon their Eſtates, 
nd perchance upon their Titles, - but not upon their 
irtues; theſe are neither entailed on the Family, nor 
lienable by any Deed of Conveyancgdge. 

Beſides, whoever rakes in the Aſhes of the Dead, may 
all upon the Stench inſtead of Perfumes; for after En- 


Guiry, who knows but you may find che Source of Jour 


Nobility tainted with Treaſon, and that the very Title 


Jy ou bear is the Price of Diſloyalty? Now though, accor- 
Hing to the Proverb, Thoſe Children are happy whoſe Pa- 


rents are in Hell; yet certainly, a Son ſhould not boaſt 
of the Purchaſe, nor look big becauſe his Father is mi- 
zrable : Let yourAnceſtors therefore ſleep in their Graves, 


and be not ſo fooliſh. as to diſturb em by your Vanity ; 


adopt their Virtues by Imitation and Practice, but have 


a care of their Vices. I honour Nobility ſer off with 
Merit, but when he has no other Prop than Money 
orfJand Patent, I always compare it to thoſe proad Tem- 


ples of Egypt 


„that under guilt. Frontiſpieces, and a- 
zur d Vaults, lodged nothing but Statutes of Rats and 


ol Crocodiles. I value more an innocent Ploughman, than 
Ja vicious Prince: And prefer his Nobility who has built 
Ja great Fortune upon Worth and Virtue, before his, 


who by Succeſſion receives one. 
ak ban ir 


| As it's ung nteel to boaſt of our Family, ſo it's no 


leſs Mean and Childiſh to ſpend Rhetorick on our Per- 


formances. If your Prince and Country honour you 


with a high Employment, either in the Camp or the 
Bench, diſcharge your ſelf of the Truſt with Reputation : 
deſerve Panegyrick, but play not the Orator your ſelf; 
though you are as Eloquent as Tally, youll only labour 
to ſpoil a good Subject, and whilſt you vainly ſet off 
your own Feats, you'll meet with nothing but Shame 


and Infamy. N. V. was an excellent Soldier, he feared 


nothing but Fear; he choſe always the Van, and was of- 
ten the firſt Man on the Breach; all admir'd his Cou- 


Inge and praisd it; and even thoſe Fa his 


Conduct, did Juſtice to his Valour; but this Gentleman 


loſt at Table the Glory he had won in the Field, and 
talking away in his Winter Quarters the Honour he had 


purchaſed the whole Campaign. I did this, ſaid he, at 
the Siege of N, and this at the Battle of “; had 1 110 
* = - | | | 11e | 
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ſeiſed on ſuck a Poſt at **, the Army had been in Dans 
ger. One would have thought all the Generals and Sol- 
diers had been in Garriſon, and that N. N. with his ſmall 
Brigade alone, defeated the Deſigns of the French. Thig 
overgrown Vanity coſt him dear; for inſtead of gaining 
the Reputation of a General, he went off with that of a 
Fop, and all concluded he was too ambitious of Praiſe to 
deſerve any. Your deep Rivers move with a filent Ma- 
jeſty, ſhallow Brooks alone make a Noiſe and Tumult a- 
mong Pebles. The great Marſhal de Turenne never ſpoke 
of himſelf, but when forc'd, and even then, with Mode: 
ty; and though the King was wholly indebted to the 
wiſe Conduct of this Gallant Man for many Victories, yet 
be never faid ſo: No, he wou'd lay Miſcarriages at his 

own Door, and Succeſs at that of his Officers and Sol- 
diers; this made him appear great even in his Over- 
throw, and generally his Moderation was more glorious 
to him than Victory. Imitate the Silence of this Hero, 
not the noiſy Impertinence of Fools; carry off the Satis: 
faction of great Actions, and let others go with the Hoe 
Nour of praiſing em, and let People rather learn your 
Atchievements at the Stationers, than at your Table. * 


. the 

Avoid the modiſh Rant of Oaths, and Imprecations: 
It's an ungenteel Dialect, as well as unchriſtian, and Dj 
claſhes both with the Rules of Breeding, and of the Gof= IN..." 
pel. Cuſtom indeed has made 'em faſhionable, but 
neither civil nor lawful ;z for Vice can never plead Pre- 
ſcription. I know it lies under the Protection of Num- 
ber and Quality; but ill Things have no right to Sanctu- 
ary : Becauſe Vermin ſwarm, muſt they be permitted to B 
encreaſe ? Shall the Number of Felons plead for Pardon? | 
No, no, the Cuſtomarinefs of ill things makes em worſe z 
and the more they muſt be diſcountenanced, and taught f 
Diſcipline. In a Word, whatever jars with Religion, % 


And therefore in ſpight of Example and Practice, I muſt I. 
caution you againit ſome Parts of Engliſh Civility ; for 
though they go for Conſent in the Engliſh Dominions, 
they'll not bear the Teſts of other Nations. *. 
For Example, Damn ye, ſays one, I am glad to ſee you; 
Is not this a quaint Salutatjon ? Firſt to pack me away 

| — 
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"i Hell; and then proteſt he is glad to ſee me ſo conves 


ently lodg'd?. What Proviſion will theſe Blades make 
or their Enemies, if they place their Friends ſo unto- 
ardly? Certainly, they fancy Hell is a ſine Seat, and 
at the Damned are in a fair way of Promotion? 
Damn ye Dog, how doſ# doe? Cries another: This feat 
,ompliment implies Damnation and Transformation 
oo; it's a Compound of Curſe and Raillery. I am plunged 
nto Hell, daſht out of the Liſt of Rationals, and then 
ith a Taunt ask d how I do. Why? A Man in Fire 
nd Brimſtone is not altogether at his Faſe, and a rea- 
onable Creature curſt into a Dog, not very fond of the 
- ß at 
A third very genteelly accaſts a Friend he has not pers 
hance ſeen of a Twelve-month. Ye Son of a Moore, where 


"Fave you been? This is an Engliſh Addreſs to a Tittle: 


It is a kind of a Staple Commodity of the Nation, and 
ike our Wooll muſt not be tranſported under Pain of 
onfiſcation: But furely we need not lay fo ſevere an 
Embargo on the Ware, for it's ten to one twill never find 
ent in any other Nation on this Side of the Cinaries; 
a handful of Dirt well applied is as civil a Compliment, 


Irhough not quite fo cleanly. Son of a Whore ! Tliere is 
- abundance of Freedom in the Expreſſion, bur not a Grain 


of Breeding: Unleſs yon meaſure Behaviour by the 
Dialect of a Billing ſgate and the Bear-Garden. Certainly 
theſe Gentlemen are Admirers of Charity; why elſe do 
they dignify Whoredom? For Whore ftands for a Mark 
of Quality, a diſtinguiſhing Character; orherwiſe the 
Salutatien would appear courſe and homely 3 but by 
their leave, few are in love with Goff. Bars; and to be 
Brother to a By-blow, is to be a Baſtard once removed. 

I know we fling a Veil on thefe Expreſſions, ' and 
waſh over their Foulneſs with fair Pretences. Damn ye 
(ſays one) and Sen of a Whore ſtand merely for Cyphers, 
or only ſerve to enliven a Period, and to make the Ex- 
preſhon more bluſtering ; I confeſs Whore and Damn ation 
are near a-kin, and often go together; but for all that, 
the Sillinefs of the Excuſe can't ſtifle the monſtrous In- 
civility of the Compliment ; for though it ſignifies no- 
thing to him who receives it in good time, it will fignify 
much to him that ſpoke it: For though a Friend may let 
ſuch Curſes fall to the Ground, God will put em to Ac- 
* a — ; — count ; 


12 The Gentleman Inſtructed. 


count; and though they ſtand for Gphers in England, 
they may purchaſe eternal Torments in Hell. Git 
They are, ſays another, Marks of Engliſh Familiarity, 
e Sallies of Kindneſs and Demonſtrations of Friend 

ip. No doubt, to deliver over to Satan an old Ac- 


quaintance, without asking his Conſent to the Convey- 


ance, is Freedom with a Vengeance; but at which end 
of the Compliment is his Kindneſs ? In ſhort, Neander, 


ſuch Expreſſions grate the Organ, and turn the very Fa- 


culty of Hearing into a Burthen ; they are high Symp- 
. toms of a lewd Inclination, and of a depraved Complec- 
tion; for when the Breath ſmells rank, the Stomach is 


infected. In ſhort, ſuch a Jargon is a Breach of Civili - 


ty, it's a Ruſtick Cant, an uncreditable Dialect; nor is 
the whole Poſſe of Bullies able to ennoble it. T4 


V 


When Civility obliges you to viſit Ladies, pray ke 


your Compliments to the Rules of Chriſtianity ; there 
is no Neceſſity of laying Religion at the Door with 

you Goloſhoes, nor of denying God when you entertain 

er Ladyſhip = For certainly Breeding is not incompati- 
ble with Religion, and a Man may make an Addreſs 
elamode without apoſtatiſing from Chriſtianity ; Ver 
though the Worſhip of the Virgin Mary be diſallowed of, 


we may adore Ladies without the Breach of a Statute, 


and commit Idolatry not only without Reproof, but 
even without Sin: One ſwears, Heaven fits in her Smiles, 
and Hell in ber Frowns. - A ſecond ſtiles ber Saint; tho? 
N her Ladyſhip is more ſtockt with Beauty than 

iety, and her Face better provided with Grace, than 
her Soul. A third enlarges. her Perfections; he ranks 
her among the Angels; and to compleat the Folly with 
Blaſphemy, the fourth Deifies her. Theſe Pagan Com- 
pliments are the Standard of Courtſhip, the Scale of Ce- 
remony, and the Meaſure of good Breeding, But after 
all, Practice can never blanch over the Faulnake of theſe 
daring Expreſſions ; every Syllable breaths Frenzy and 
Blaſphemy; nor is there any way to acquit theſe raving 
Platonicks of a Crime, but by ſuppoſing em unreaſonable. 
A few Pimples handſomely ſprinkled would very effi- 


cacioully diſlodge the Angel, as perchance her Lewd» 


neſs has bauiſh'd the Saint; and a few Small Pox would 
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poſe Women either extravagantly Proud, or ſuper 
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ehequer her Divinity, and tumble the Goddeſs into 2 
Monſter; and then Hell might as well perch on her 
Smiles, as on her Frowns. But Raillery a-part, tho' we 
fling Impiety out of the "Queſtion, ſuch Addreſſes are 
plain Satyr, and invective on the Sex: For they 


they, ſup= 
r rlative- 
ly Silly; now the very Suppoſition is both ungenteel and 
ſcandalous. I am ſenſible indeed the Sex is no Enemy 
to Hyperbole in Courtſhip; Women are more fond of 
thoſe Glaſſes that conceal Diſproportions, than of thoſe 
that repreſent em; they can't well diſtinguiſh between 
Flattery and Merit, and as they eagerly deſire thoſe Per- 
fections that are proper to their Sex, ſo they eaſily are 


perſuaded they poſſeſs them; for we ſoon believe, what 
we earneſtly deſire: So hence it is, that they take a plea- 
ſing Naillery for a ſerious Truth, and even ſometimes a 
Lampoon for a Panegyrick ; but then an ungrateful Truth 
puts em into a Ferment; it ruffles their good Humour, 
and ſours their Blood. Something therefore may be al- 
lowed to Cuſtom and their Conſtitution; flatter their 
Ladyſhips into an even Temper, rather than reaſon em 
out of it, provided you keep within a mean, and ſtep 
not beyond the Bounds of Decency; but to break into 
Flights of Impiety, into Raptures of Blaſphemy, is to 
play the Fool and the Arbeit. 
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Gentlemen have ſo much time on their Hands, that 
they know not how to ſpend. it; it's a Burthen and a 
Charge, and ſo, like Prodigals, they rather fling it awa 
than take Pains to improve it. counſel yon therefore 
to ſet aſide ſome, Hours for Reading; it's a. handſome 
Diverſion, | and conveys Profit through Pleaſure 


on e 3, the 
Intellect is a grateful Soil; but then like 2 Field If 


quires manuring. By Reading you join paſt Ages to the 
preſent, you Travel into Aſia, Africa and America with- 
out Expence, without Danger, nay, without walking ont 
of your Cloſet. .. Senſual Pleaſures, rather ſtupify. than 
delight, they play upon the Organ, and dull the Appetite, 
they are often brutal, and ſeldom innocent; but thoſe of 
the underſtanding ſhine brighter, they are of a more re- 
fined Metal, free from Droſs, and void of Repentance ; 
they extend the Faculty, and render it more rational; they 
"Th. 125 * ; ? . 7 rat e 
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rather whet Deſire than glut it, and ſctew Man's topping 
Prerogative, Reaſon, up to the higheſt Pitch. A Gentle: 
man furniſh'd with Reading, can never be at a Lofs'ts 
fet on foot, and carry on 2 handſome Conterſation; he 
is always well ftock'd, and carries his Proviſions about 
him ; whereas others are forced to fetch' Matter from 
Kennel or the Stable, and too too often from the 
tews; their Diſcourſe is a Compound of Smut and 
Rallery, enlivened always with Fooleries; and ſometimes 
ſeaſoned with Oaths and Blaſphemies : Nonſenſe, in 
fine, though not the moſt creditable, is the moſt innocent 
and leſs blamed Ingredient. Good God ! how often have 
I loft Patience. and fretted away good Humour in the 
Company of Gentlemen of fair Eftates, and of noble 
Extraction; methought they had ſerv'd an Apprenticeſhip 
under Grooms” ot Dog-boys ; they eternally grated my 
Ears with Hounds and Horſes, and broke ont into ſack 
cla morous Tumults, as if they had been drawing up the 
Grievances of the Nation, or pelting the Prerogative; yet 
after all, the Qneſtien was only, whether Pal or Lig be 
Foot got the better laſt Chace. Racing and Hunting are 
indeed laudable Recreations, and upon Occaſions may 
be diſcourſed of; but then, to harp perpetually upon 
theſe Creatures, is an infallible Argument theirThonghts 
are mean, and too weak wing d to ſoar above the Beaſt. || > 
Some Years ago I took a Turn beyond the Seas, F 
and made a conſiderable Stay in thoſe Parts: Ar my ds 
return, IJ gave a Viſit to an old Acquaintance; à ManſſÞ: 
of Character, of Eſtate, of an ancietit Family, and BV 
er of a County; he was at Table; a Have 
king-Bag hung on the left fide, and a Bumpkin guarded Ih. 
the right; his Hat, Coat, and Wigg, were all of a pieces. D. 
more fit for a Scare- Com than à Deputy ; his Meme de. 
was as ſhort as his Wigg; for ſome Tears Abſence half 
wiped out our Acquaintance; he knew me not, and inan 
deed I was no lefs puzzled to find my Friend under ſoſlec 
Novenly a Diſguiſe: However, at length we renewel l 
our old Species, and then he very warmly embrac'd mel. 
wich this Salutation; Euſebius, by God, I am glad to ſeeRi: 
thee: I expected he would follow this quaint Compli me 
with an enquiry into my Health, or ſatisfied his CuriofityÞoſ 
With à Rehearſal of my Travels; that he would askingao 
What Poſture I left our Allies; whether they made Proqiged 
2 5 | 8.0 Paration: 
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parations: for the Siege of Namur, or Monſieur for that 
of Maſrricht:; whether Prince Eugene enter'd Cremona 
with greater Glory, or left it with greater Infamy ; whe- 


ther Fribergen did better to receive a Stab from Adaboni, 


8 

RN 
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it MW than Quarter; or whether this brave Baron died like a 
m Fool or a Hero, In fine, what Advantage the Imperaliſis 
hs got by the Victory at Luzzara, or whether the Profit 
ad would balance the Expence of Powder and Shot, laid 
es out in the Empire on the Thankſgiving- Day. 15 
in No, the Gentleman's Curioſity never travelled ſo far; 
nt he had confined his Knowledge within the Bounds of 
ve his own Country; all the reſt of the World was Terra 
che incognita to his Worſhip : He fell immediately upon the 
ble Excellency of Tobacco; and then halled me up to the Stable, 
hip that I might pay my Reſpect to Bobtail; and in the way 
Honoured me with an accurate Account of his Poultry. 
Oh! ſaid I to my ſelf, had this Lieutenant hunted leſs, 
and read more; had he cultivated his Underſtanding, and 
let a Field or two lie Fallon, he might have been Com- 


mily; he hectored it at Home, whilſt he ſhould have 
ay been at School and Abroad; was made a Man at Fifteen, 
56h | to be a Child and a Coxcomb at Threeſcore, - 
his fl I would not have you upon all Occaſions diſcourſe in 
Syllogiſm, nor deliver your Thoughts in Mood and 


an! but not in the Parlour. Neither preſs upon Company a. 

1 De Vacuum, nor Mr. Boyle's Pondus Atmoſphere, a civil Con- 
Hawe verſation may be managed handſomly in either Hypo- 
Arded beg; and I conceive Diſcourſe proſpered no leſs in the 
piece. Days of good old Materia Prima, than in the Reign of 
mon des Cartes's Third Element. NB FY ee | 
e — Lou may alſo let the Grand Mogal fit quietly: at Agra, 
nd i and Prefer Fobn in Ethiopia; few Gentlemen s Know- 
der ſoflledge Travels ſo far from Home. France, Spain, and 
newel Il) lie more conveniently; beſides Claret, Malaga, and 
24 meat of Florence, ha ve given us ſome Notions of thoſe 
| to ſet Kingdoms, L ine 44 1811 Lil WHS HL > : 1 r 
wen Time your Subject; good Things ſpoke out of Seaſon, 
riofityÞoſe their Value. I would not harangue a Lady in Creek, 
ask infſaor a Country Vicar in Hebrew : For, alas, her Learning 
de Preqigoes not beyond French, not his above Latin ; Diſcourſe 
Tationy 1 muſt 


pany for Men: But, alas, he was the Darling of the Fa- 


Figure: ſuch Philoſophical Cant ſuits better with a fe- 
dant, than a Gentleman; and may paſs in the School, 
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muſt be adapted to the Company; and it takes mots 
when it naturally ſlides in, than when drawn in by Head 
and Shoulders. In a Word, Neander, enrich your Un. 
derſtanding by the Knowledge of Things that become 
your Quality; and when you are doubly equipp'd ( 
mean with a fair Eſtate, and a good Fund of Learning) 
what can you defire more, but an ordinary Stock "of i 
Prudence to lay them out at Advantage?s? 


Converſe not ordinarily with Perſons above your Rank, 
nor with thoſe that are below it; that will endanger your 
Eſtate, this your Breeding. A Man of a 1000 Pound 
| per Annum, can't long keep Pace with one of ten Thou · 
Hh land; 'he'll infallibly lag, and jade by the way; and 
perchance be forc'd to take in at the next Goal: Or, i 

In time he reſolve to foreſtal his Ruin, he muſt faſt out. 

the Riot of a ſhort Carnaval with a long Lent ; he muſt 

ſtint himfelf to a ſhort Pittance, and lop off a Branchſ 
to ſecure the Stock: For Eſtate-wounds feſter into a|if 

Gangrene, and nothing but the Saw or Seering-lron can 

„ 

But on the other ſide, to herd with Peaſants is a kind 
of voluntary Degradation; it's to break your E ſcutc heon, 
and to commence Yeoman: Peaſantry is a Diſeaſe (like 
the Plague) eaſily caught by Converſation ; it's a Coloutf 
that takes on any Subject, and ſeldom wears off: Why 
then ſhall a Perſon of Honour forfeit his Patent without 

Treaſon? Clowns are a fort of encroaching Animals 

give an Inch, they Il take an Ell, and repay your Fami- 
liarity with Contempt and Out- rage: If you intend to 

oblige em to a Diſtance, ſtoop not below your Station, 
nor ſet them on equal Ground if once you make em 
Companions, they'll uſurp the Authority of Mafters ;| 
for they want Prudence to manage a Familiarity, but 
not Impudence to abuſe it: But take care not to Brow 
beat em, nor pretend to keep em under too ſevere Dif: 
eipline; for the moſt deſpicable and cowardly Creatures, 
if fore d, will turn and fly in your Facſge. 
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Some Gentlemen are ſo punctilious and nice, that they * 
look on Bulineſ as a thing below their Level: No, they 


* Sees 
x 
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| not lobk on their Accounts, though their Eſtate lies in an 
Agony; as if there were no Difference between Fru- 


dence and Trading. But certainly, Wiſdom jars not with 


Quality; and I hope, one may be a good Husband with» 
out turning Clown: It's no Branch of a Gentleman's Pre- 


rogative to be bubbled eut of Houſe: and Home. When 


Expences run high, is it not fit at leaſt to provide againſt 


Fraud and Circumvention? Prodigality on the one ſide, 
and Fraud on the other, will ſoon drain an Eſtate to the 
Lees. Do not therefore all by Deputy: To truſt a 


Steward too much, is to expoſe his Virtue. Honeſty is 


not always Proof againſt Temptation; Men often cheat 
without Scruple, when they can do it without Fear. Re- 
member, that Nobility ſtript of Means, makes no gen- 
teel Figure; it can't ſtand without golden Supporters: 
Model therefore your Expences by your Income,' and 
reflect you poſſeſs Lands, not Mines; two Thouſand' ex- 
pended, and one received, will not balance Accounts at 
the Year's End: If you are wiſe live on the Crop, not on 


che Land; convey not a Lordſhip to London in a Bill of 


Exchange, nor carry Acres in your Pocket; they thrive 


well in Country Air, but fall into Conſumptions and 


Hecticks at Mhite- Hall and Groom-Porters, and ſoon ex- 


pire; and then you muſt run upon the Common, or live 


on Charity or Courteſy ; or Chamelean- like, on the Air, 
unleſs you had rather turn Knight-Errand on the King's 
High-way, or take up your Quarters at Tyburn. Believe 
me, Neander, Poverty is unfathionable'in our Days, and 
Dependance uneaſy ; take Care therefore of the main 
Chance, lay by a Reſerve for Age and Accidents: A new 
Lordſhip does not (like a Phenix) jump out of the Aſhes 
of the old : No, when it is gone, Hope follows it ; no- 
thing remains but Beggary, Contempt, Deſpair; and 
Repentance. o | 

Be neither Odetous nor Profuſe ; Extreams are vicious; 
that ſeems leſs genteel, and this more fooliſh, I hate 
to ſee a Gentleman (like a Snail) draw in his Figure to 
fave his Purſe, and not only want the Conveniences, but 
even the Neceſſaries of Life in the Face of Abundance : 
This is almoſt to antedate Miſery, and to turn the Fa- 
ble of Tantalus into a real Story. 1 wou no more” truſt 
fuch a Miſer, than a Foot-Pad: or a Cut-Purſe.z.he who . 
loves Money more than himſelf, will infallibly rate it above 
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Honeſty, and he'll ſtretch a Point, and unloſe Confſci. 
ence when Opportunity opens any Proſpe& of Gain: 


For to a Miſer Knavery and Cozenage are unqueſtiona- 
ble Axiumt, and ought to be ſuppoſed as a Foffulatum; 
In a Word, it's a baſe Employment to lie on Earth, and 


to ſtand Centinel to Intereſt ; I would neither fawn on 


Money for Money's ſake 3 nor duct and drake it away 


for a Frolick: No, I would not part with my Liberty 


for a Spaniſh Flota, nor with a Shilling for a good Mor- 


row; that would be to overvalue Slavery; and this to 
under rate Silver. | P23 


Let your Equipage run even with your Purſe and Qua- 


lity. Starve not your ſelf to feed Laqueys ; nor give em 
a Coach (as V. N. did) to fave their Liveries. Hand- 
ſome Regales ſometimes buoy up Credit, cheriſh Friend- 


fhip, nouriſh Mirth, and breath Life and Spirit into 
Converſation ; though they fink your Purſe, they do not 
drain it; at leaſt you receive Credit for your Money: 


A continual Application to Buſineſs works upon the 
Brain, it exhauſts the Spirits, and undermines Health: 
Nature muſt not be run down, allow it time to breath; 
if you are always on the Spur, you'll jade it. Exchange 
therefore ſometimes your ſerious Employments for ho- 


neſt and genteel Recreations ; they refreſh the Mind, un- 
burthen Nature, enliven the Faculties, and pour new Life 


and. Vigour into the Body: Chuſe thoſe that are more 


diverting and leſs expenſive; a Pleaſure over-purchaſed is 
a real Torment, and then if they require Study and Ap- 
Nature as change the 
urthen. I would not have you venture upon Games of | 
Hazard, unleſs Civility oblige you, and even then 
ſtake no more, than you dare loſe without Paſſion: BW 
Thoſe Plays, like Quick-Sands, ſwallow Eftates at a fit- | 


pen, you do not ſo much eaſe 


ting ; they devour a Man's Patience, and caſt Nature 


into a. Ferment. Good God! How uneaſy have I ſeen 


Gameſters? Methought they ſat on Thorns or Tenters ; 


you might ſee Paſſion in their Geſtures, and read Des I 


ſpair on their Faces; they broke through all their Barri- 
ers of Modeſty and Decorum, and diced away their Mo- 


- ney firſt, and then flung Patience after it. Had Force 


ſtretcht theſe Gameſters on that Rack, I ſhould have 2 
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tied their Misfortune; but when I refle&ed they were 
their own Fxecutioners, let em ſuffer (ſaid I) nothing 
but Stripes can. teach Fools Wiſdom, nor reftore Mad- 
„ Hoe a, = 
I met once Sir N. N. an old Acquaintance ; Whither 

ſo faſt (ſaid D old Friend? I am, Teplied he, on an Ex- 
pedition; You are methinks (anſwered I again) tos cra- 
zy for a Winter Campaign, and too old to turn Maro- 
(eur, or Partizan: Nay, (ſaid he) my Buſineſs lies with- 
in Doors: In ſhort, I am bound fox St. Fames's, where I 


intend to fling away a hundred Guineas. Io fling away 
+ g hundred Guineas, faid 1! Prithee if you are over- 
„charged with .Coin, favour me with the Burthen ; 
Lou play the Fool at lea& with a better-Grace, and leaft 
Trouble. But the Propofal did not reliſh ; he wou'd 


( Gentlenian- like) keep his Word, though he loſt his 
© Purſe ; and had rather forfeit his Eſtate than his Credit. 
He invited me to accompany him; away we drove to 
the Place of Rendezvouz, where we found his Antago- 


1 went; at the beginning the Dice favour d my old Knight 
1; 0 ſtrangely, that J thought good Luck and he were of 


Intelligence; Lord! How the old Gentleman crowd! 


5 oy danc'd through every Joint, you might ſee it fluſh 
n. Wn his Face, and gild the Decays of Nature. In fine, 
fe god Luck ſeem'd te have fil'd off his Account twenty 


Years, and to have put as many more, to his Credit 
Put then if good Humour fat on this ſide of the Table, 
ad fat on the other; the young Squire firſt took the Pet, 


1. hen Clouds began to riſe, which made me expect a 
of empeſt; nor was I 4. in my Conjecture, for 
en mmediately away fly the Dice with a Brace of Curſes 
n: t their Heels; then Fortune is halled to the Bar, ar- 
ſit-Naigned and condemned: Providence brings up the 
ure Neer of the Criminals; you wou d have thought this one 
en ind twenty came in a direct Line from Hercules, he 
rs: lay d the Furioſo ſo lively: 5 
Yes And now Sir N. N. was entring the Haven with his 


Polden Fleece; when on a ſudden the Wind chopt 
about, and blew in his Teeth ; the Tables are turned, 
he Scene is changed, the Knight fumes, and the Squire 
pi- iumphs ; one curſes the Dice, the other gives em his 
ie leſſing: They ſteer their 1 2 by the Cube, and wy 
0 Wi 


Iniſt ready to encounter: Down they fat, and tot they 
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with the Caſts. In fine, my Friend ſtood to his Word, 
he left the Field, and a hundred Guineas to the Victor, 
and loſt all Gravity and Moderation. I accompanied 
him to his Lodgings ; but I found he was even lurcht 
of good Nature alſo. Well (faid I) do you call this 
Play? Can Sport and Anxiety, Fear and Deſpair ſtand 
together? Hell and Heaven are as compatible: I would 
as ſoon for Diverſion take 4 turn upon the Rack, or 
lay my Head between the Anvil and the Hammer; theſe iſ 
Tamenita are not greater; but I am ſure are leſs ex- 
penſive. 5 enen 1 
NMeander, You may learn by this, how ill theſe Plays 
deſerve the Name of Recreation; fly em therefore as 
the Plague, they prey upon Content, corrode Satisfati- 
on, and in Concluſion ſwallow Eſtates, and commend i 
Nobility to the Pariſh. C 
Hawking and Hunting are more manly, more genteel, 
and more diverting; theſe Sports are almoſt as ancient 
as our Nature, they have kept up their Reputation in 
ſpight of all the Viciſſitudes of Time and Fortune; but 
then they muſt be taken with Moderation, Hike Phyſick 
for Health, not like Meat for Diet. To range eternally 
in Woods and Thickets after Beaſts, is rather the Office 
of a Keeper, than tlie Sport of a Gentleman. J blame 
not the Recreation, but the Exceſs : For though Hunting] 
be a Royal Paſtime, it's certainly a baſe and ſervile Em- 
„„ ED * 
Nean. Pray what is your Opinion of Dancing and Mu- 
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fick ? Are they genteel Accompliſhments ? | 
" © Exſeb. No doubt: They embelliſh Quality, and give, 
a pretty Turn to Breeding ; they furnith a Man with allf 
the little Ingredients neceſſary for a quaint Addreſs, and 
uſher him into Company with Advantage; they relieve 
a drooping Diſcourſe : For when Reaſon runs low, andf 
Converſation languiſhes, a Stroke of the Fiddle, a Song 
or a Sarabrand well perform'd may enliven it: But don 
over-1ate theſe Talents, nor place em among the firſ- 
rate Qualifications of a Gentleman; for in reality theylf 
only fir you up for a modiſh Addreſs, and a Female EI. 
rertainment. Let a Man rather trim bp his Mind that 
his Body: Thoſe Embelliſhments are more noble and ric) 
that lie in the Brain, than thoſe that fink into the Feet, 

or perch on the Finger's end, RT, | 
5 . KX. When 
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When Innocence left the World, Cloaths came into 
Faſhion ; they were only invented as a: Screne to Naked- 


4 neſs, and a Defence to Decency; you muſt not therefore 
Fr ERGY the Inſtitution, not turn the Marks of Infamy into 
| Badges of Grandeur ; for it's a Madneſs to Pride in our 
Py Shame, and to look big becaufe we are poor and indi- 
gent: Indeed a Gentleman ſhould not clatter in Sabots, 
nor trudge about in Zinf-Woolfy. Quality under ſuch 
8 A Diſguiſe would make a {lovenly Figure - Be neat with- 
al cout Gaudineſs, Genteel without Affectation: In fine, the 
ti. Taylor muſt take Meaſure both of your Purſe and of 
14 vour Quality, as well as of your Perſon : For a Suit that 
fits the Character, is more a- la mode than that which fits 
el. Well on the Body. I have ſeen ſome Fops over-thoot 
ont Extravagance ; they ranſack'd all the Shops in Pater- ; 
in! Noter-Rom and Cheapfide for the Matter, and conſulted 
dur the whole Company of Merchant-Taylors for the Form; 
ck Man of ' War might be riggd with leſs Noiſe, and 
D ſometimes at leſs Expence: Now, though fine Feathers 
x ol make fine Birds, yet ſurely gawdy Trappings can't make 
mel fine Gentlemen; for the Embellithments of Quality are 
ing Wit, Judgment and Behaviour; an Air that's noble with- 


out Haughtineſs, and condeſcending without Meanneſs. 
Now theſe Qualifications lodge in the Soul, they lie in = 
the Head, not on the Back; the Effects indeed run to 4 
the Superficies, but the Cauſe ſculks out of fight 
= | ſuppoſe we put not off our Nobility at Night, nor 

h all put it on in the Morning at the Toy let; Why then are we 

and ſmitten with Drapery, and dote on Finery? This muſt 

revel be underſtood with regard to Decency ; Allowance muſt 

and be given to Cuſtom and Opinion; a Gentleman muſt 

Song not be fo unpretending in Appearance, as to affect 

dont Lovenlineſs; this is to facrifice one Vice to another, to 

firſ· atone for Vanity with“ Naſtineſs 3 walk between theſe | 

RY Ba Extremes 3 though you uſe both Shops and Taylors, 
e E. depend on neither; build not your Reputation on Silks, 

tha nor your Worth on Stuffs: For in a word, they are mere 
dri Ercrements of poor Animals: Now to make the baſeſt 

Feet, Part of Worms and Sheep, the top of our Greatneſs, 

is in Effect te commence Beaſt. Neander, put on a good 

Wen Humour, a fine * a noble Diſpoſition, uy 
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you'll keep the Mob at a Diſtance ; but whoſoever pre- 

rends to ; Men into Reſpect, merely with Scarlet 

and Gold Lace, will fall ſhort of his Pretenſions. Men 
are not awed by Cloaths, but Vertue : Old Fabricius in 
his Ferkin, and Curiut in the Chimney-Corner, were 
more eſteemed and feared than Caligula or Heliogabalns, 
in all theix Sake nnd Rewery-. ee ..1 


Let not one Action ſtoop below the Level of your 
Quality; be not deceived in the Notion of Honour; 
this is 2 neceſſary Caveat in the mad Age we live. Some 
confound Honour with Profit, others with Pleaſure z 
but by the Rules of this new Syſtem, Pilfering and Lewd- 
neſs are dignifying . Qualifications : And ſo Foot-pads, 
 Cur-purſes, and Debauchees may pretend to the Right of 
Peerage ; but others ſeat it on the Sword's Point, and per- 
| Taade themſelves it conſiſts in ſlaughter ; as if there were 

no difference between Honour and Savageneſs, be- 
| tween a Gentleman and a Butcher: Theſe are a Race 
of European Cannibals, who worry their Species, and de- 
vour Man's Fleſh ; true Anthropophagi, who ſport in 
Blood, and turn Slaughter into a Diverſion ; they are 

known by the Names of Scowrers and Dueliiffs ; but theſe 
Appellations are too innocent for ſo baſe, fo barbarous an 
Employment ; they ftand guilty of Murder by the Laws 
of the Land, and therefore are mark'd with Shame and | 
Infamy by the Government : But beſides they are con- 
demn'd by the Law of God, and fo are at once outlaw- | 
ed by Religion and the State: What, I beſeech you, 
can ſtigmatize and degrade a Practice more efficaciouſly | 


\ 


than this double Excommunication ? ; N 
But, ſays a Gentleman, ſhall J receive an Affront? Ves, 
J hope, rather than a Stab, or a Halter; that may be re- 
trieved, but a Wound in the Heart, or a disjointed Neck, 
are irremediable. But muſt I ſwallow the Lye too? Why 
not, if you deſerve it? The Puniſhment exceeds. not the 
Crime, and methinks it's reaſonable for the Penalty and 
the Fault to go together: For pray reflect if the Impu- 
tation of a Lye be ſo offenſive to Quality, the thing it 
ſelf is much more; and therefore you ought rather to 
take thoſe Imputations as Admonitions them Affronts. 


? 
Bot 
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But fuppoſe it be a Calumny, I wou d either contemn 
it, or pardon it; a Man muſt undervalue the Benefit of 
Eaſe, and the Price of Life to ſell it for ſo inconſiderable 
a Trifle ; for in the Judgment of the Law it's nothing, it 
will not bear an Action. Now ſeeing we ſubmit to the 
Opinion of the Jadges in other Differences, why are we 
refractory in this Caſe ? The Law is the Standard not 
only of Right and Wrong ; but of Honour and Infamy : 
And ſeeing it will not take Cognizance of ſo petty an 
Aſperſion, it ſuppoſes it below Notice. 


U 


Ay! But Cuſtom has ennobled Revenge: And we had 
better be out of the World, than out of the Faſhion. 
Under Favour, the King is the only Fountain of Ho- 
nour, and I cannot find he ever made over to Cuftom 

this Prerogative Royal. 3 
But what is this Cuſtom you talk of? (i. e.) a Club of 
Deſperadoes without Religion, without Conſcience, a 
Pack of Renegado Chriſtians, who dre a Scandal to their 
Profeſſion, and a Shame to their Nature ; vote Murder a 
brave Action, and you obtrude this Atheiſtical Error 
from the univerſal Opinion of Mankind, for the Standard 
of Honour and Bravery. Why? Such Men's Judgments 


are as falſe as their Principles, and their Opinions as 


depraved as their Manners ; becauſe Raſcals extol:Perju- 
ry, Highway men Robbery, and Debauchees Lewdneſs, 
are theſe creditable and innocent Vocations? Becauſe 
Perjury, Robbery, and Licentiouſneſs are common, are 

JJ V ⁵ ⁵⁵ nc Fre ary 
Beſides, can any thing be more extra vagantly fooliſh, 
than the Punctilio's of a Duelliſh ? One has given me 

the Lye ; to wipe off the Affront, I muſt provoke him to 


* 


tilt at my Lungs. Ah, but Right ſtands for you! But 


WW what if Fortune ſtands for your Antagoniſt ? Right is a 


dull Weapon, unleſs Skill and good Luck manage it ; 

the clandeſtine Revenges of the _ /taliang are cruel and 
diabolical, but at leaſt they are leſs fooliſh than ours; 
they will not bath their wounded Honour in their own 
Blogd, but in that of their Enemy ; and therefore they 
attack unawares, or by Proxy ; but we revenge at our 
own Expence, nay, and upon our ſelves, and ſometimes 
at a Diſadvantage too; as if to retrieve our Honour 
we muſt die like Fools. I know not what Charms others 
May ſee in 3 Stab, I had rather be ſent into the other 
"na 5 C 4 World 
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World by the Hangman than a Duelliſt; a Duel is an ill 


veyed into Glory; and a Lord that expires in Sin int 


© Some Gentlemen refine Breeding too much; they al. 


had their Mothers made a Voyage to the Indies, I 


certainly they are of a mixt Spices, and often the Beaſſ 


Barbers, and Sempſtreſſes; they value more the Art of 
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 batyrs for Panegyricks: I might enlarge upon this Suk: 
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Diſtemper to die of, though poſſibly Atheiſts may think . 
it a genteel one; and I am confident theſe Martyrs of 
Honour will be diſcompoſed when they find their Recep- Wl 
tion in the next Life falls ſhort of their Expectation. | 
Death, Neander, is a great Leveller. Titles, Quali- Fi 
ty, Wealth, with all their Appurtenances, leaves us with 
the laſt Breath: A Clown will meet with Reſpect if he 
be Innocent, and a Prince with Contempt if Guilty'; t 
our Treatment will anſwer our Actions, not our Birth; 1 


a Scavenger that dies in Peace with God will be con- 


Torments. 


—— —¾. ũG2Z ꝛ3 _— 
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fect a Singularity in Behaviour as well as in Religion, 
and. ſo make themſelves ridiculous to appear genteel ; 
theſe are a Heterogeneous Race of Gentlemen ſome call 
Fops, and others * ; they are a Compound of Farce 
WA. Ceremony, a Mixture of Mimick and Tragedian; 


fan 


ſhould ſuſpect they had ſome Relation to an Ape: For 


predominates, but always the Coxcomb ; if the Beau 
has more Wit, . the Ape has more Judgment ; theſe Gen- 
tlemen ſpeak like Puppets, and walk like Cleck-work ; 
they paſs the Morning between the Glaſs and the Toylet, 
and ſummon to their Levy the whole Poſſe of Taylors 


ns ws AY a a, eo BI. 


dreſſing well, than the knack of paying: And whilſt 
others admire their Folly, like young , Narciſſus, they 
contemplate their own Beauty: Pray leave theſe People 
and their Behaviour to themſelves, and if you can't 
avoid their Company, catch not their Grimaces. It's true, 
you muſt prepare for an Attack ; for like People ſtruck 
with the Plague, they love to give the Infection; if they 
find you reſty, they Il not fail to direct your Motions, 
and anatomize your Comportment, and then you muſt 
expect to be lampoon'd in Verſe, or pelted in Proſe; 
but they always meet with poor C:ſſandra's Fortune, 
never to be believed; their Teas go for Nos, and their 
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ject, but I fear I have already treſpaſs d upon your Pati- 
ence. | RE 0 2 | 
Mean. I ſee, dear Euſebius, you are a ſtranger to my 
Conſtitution, I am not ſo ſoon talked down ; how can 
I ſpend my time better, than in learning how to ſpend 
it well? ö 5 e Hewes 1! 
After a ſhort Diſcourſe of indifferent Things, Ne- 
ander took leave of Euſebius with a Promiſe to return 


che next Morning. He kept his Word, and Exſebias 
3 WH ſpoke thus, Fmt dt e ER ages 
&y | 


FFF 
9 n 
Euſebius meln Nender in the Duy of a dini 


Euſeb. T's harder (dear Neander) to deſcribe the part 
___ ®*-of a Chriſtian, than that of a Gentleman, and 
a Matter of higher Importance to act it well; if a Gen- 
tleman falls below his Character, his Reputation may 
ſuffer, but not his Soul: He may not ſtand fair in Men's 
Opinion, but this is a trivial Misfortune; for pray what 
great Advantage is it to be eſteem d by thoſe who can- 
not be ſufficiently blam'd? Alas ! their eſteem is ſo inſig- 


© 5 WM nificant, that it's neither able to credit nor diſgrace. -  . 
et, But oh! if our Life ſwerves from the Laws of Chri- 
2 ſtianity, and if Death takes us away in this. Diforder, 
of we are undone for ever, eternally loſt! without hope 
Iſt of Change, or of retrieving our Misfortune: Upon this 
ey Point our all depends; if we act a Chriſtian well, we 
le 


ſhall be received into the Joys of the Juſt : But if ill, 
into the Puniſhments of the Impious : And both theſe 

States are everlaſting, both immenſe, that in Pleaſure, 
thi inn 595 att... a bien e 

Now when the Gain on the one ſide is ſo vaſt, and the 
Loſs on the other ſo exorbitant, does not Reaſon tell us 
that we ought to bend all our Care, all our Application 
to diſcharge our ſelvès of the Duties of a Chriſtian ? I 
will therefore draw up a ſhort Scheme of the moſt preſ; 
ling Offices of your Profeſſion, and furniſh you with Mo; 
faves, able ta perſuade you to abs + 1 I 
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The chief Reaſon why Men live at Random is, be, 
cauſe they have forgot their Errand; they fanſy them. i 
ſelves to be the Work of Chance, the Off-ſpring of 
Hazard, Creatures of Pleaſure placed on the Land (as 
the Leviathan is in the Water) to ſport and play; but 
certainly we muſt have ſmall Acquaintance with the i 
Dignity of our Nature, and a mean Opinion of our 
Greatneſs to frame ſuch wild Ideas. Our Underſtand- 
Ing is too noble to be buried in Dung and Rubbilh ; I 
and our Soul too ſpiritual to be condemned by Nature iſ 
to the baſe Employments of Brutes. 55 
No, no, Neander: God's Omnipotence framed us, and i 
his Goodneſs defigned us for himſelf alone. He has en- 
nobled us with Reaſon to know his Greatneſs, with a 
Will to love his Goodneſs, and with a Soul to enjoy] 
his Perfection. He is our ' Alpha and our Omega, the 
Origin of our Being, and the end of our Creation. Its 
impoſſible for us to be miſerable with him, or happy 


But, though we are made to enjoy God in Heaven, 
it's uncertain, whether we ſhall ever land at this thrice 
happy Haven of the Bleſſed ; for God has decreed to 
communicate this ſupream Felicity as a Reward, not as} 
a Gift: We muſt take this City by Storm, nat by Capi- 
tulation: We muſt enter Repee 4 la main: Et — Bur ra -· 
piunt illud. But if the Difficulty cramps our Courage, 
if it baulks our Reſolution, if we miſcarry in the Enter- 
prize, or fail in the Execution, we are undone for ever; 
we muſt take up our Habitation in Hell, and dwell per-| 
petually with Fire and Brimftone. This we believe 
¶ Neander) and the bare Thought of it ſometimes con- 
geals the very Blood in our Veins, and ſtrikes us with 

orror and Amazement. One Theft, one Murder, one 
Fornication unrepented, caſts us into a Lake of Fire, in- 
to a Vale of Torments, into a ſad Manſion of Deſpair, 
where we ſhall always burn and never be conſumed ;| 
always die, and ever live the Obje& of God's Wrath, | 
and the. perpetual Monument of our Folly and Diſobe: 

dience. Theſe two Points are, as it were, Poſtulatums 
in Morality, and God has been pleaſed to reveal em in 
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moſt every Chapter and Page of the New Teſtament, 
| that he might allure us to our Duty by the charming. 

Proſpe& of Heaven, or ſeare us to it by the diſmal Re- 
| preſentation of Hell. ; 


We can't tax God of Severity, nor complain of his 
Unkindneſs; for though on the one Hand he draws up 
Win Battalia all the Terrors of an unhappy Eternity to 

Fright us ; on the qther he di 8 all the Treaſures oß 
WHeaven to whet our Hope, and animate our Courage; 
nor does he lay our Salvation in the Hands of Chance, 
or truſt it to the Care of our Enemies, Yet he has en- 
truſted every Man with his own Welfare; ſo that we 
cannot be miſerable, unleſs we conſpire againſt our ſelves, 
Wand turn Traytors to our own Intereſt. If therefore we 


na miſcarry, muſt not the Fault lie at our own Door ? If we 
vill be fo ſtupid, as to fling up our Claim to Heaven; 
the ſo void of Reaſon as to leap into Hell; do we not de- 
Ita ſerve to forfeit the one, and feel the other! > A Man, who 
PV Min ſpight of Prayers and Tears will vault down a reci- 


pice, deſerves to meaſure the Height of it by the Fall; 
Wand if he breaks his Neck, who will not rather e at 
his Misfortune than pity it? hs 


[1CC „ 913: 35 
| to | IVV. | !.4 
tas Had God tied up our perde to ede Conditions; 
pl: WW he had not over-rated it. For all we can either do or 
4. ſuffer in time, bears no Proportion with an Eternal Re- 
ige, ward; though he be our Maſter, he has behaved him- 
ter- 


ſelf to us with all the Tenderneſs of an indulgent Father. 
rer; For he has drawn up Articles ſo Advantageous for us; 
per: that we muſt be mad to complain, either of Circumven- 
eve tion or hard Dealing: He requires nothing but Love and 
on. ¶ Obedience. Now who can in Reaſon refuſe to love an 
vith infinite Beauty? Or to obey an omnipotent Power? We 
W pay him Love and Obedience by keeping his Command- 
ments, which are only hard to thoſe that reſolve to 
tranſgreſs em. Et mandata ejus gravia non ſunt. Nay, 
they are ſo * to Reaſon, that we muſt croſs upon 
our Nature, before we can violate em, and almoſt ceaſe 

to be Men. when we begin to be Sinners. In a Word, 


this, . is your Duty, Neander ; z and if you practiſe | 
i | it ? 


to be happy in the next World, we muſt be vertuous W 


* 
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it ſeriouſly, twill prove your Pleaſure. For God has ſo 


interwoven our Duty with our Satisfaction, that it's im. 
poſhble for a Man to be innocently unhappy. © 


Though Vertue be an excellent Thing, it may be 


abuſed. It lies within the reach of Fancy, Illuſion, 'and 
Miſapplication; there is falſe Vertue as well as adulterate I 


Coin: And as the Lacedemonians trickt up their Gods in 


tue, ſo I abhor a Hypocrite. I hate thoſe Mountebanks 


Like Fez, they blend Good with Evil, adore God in 


Smoak; Saints in Appearance, and Sinners in Effect. 


* 5 . 5 Souls 


the Spartan Dreſs ; ſo oftentimes Men model Vertue by 


their own Paſſions. - I have ſeen a moroſe Zealot eternal · 
1y harangue againſt the Corruption of the Age; all was 


wrong, all vicious that croſsd his four Humour. One 
_ would have thought God had conſtituted him nſpettore i 
General of Mankind; he kickt and flung after ſo unchri- 


ſian a Rate, twas dangerous to come within his Reach. 
Now, though Scripture and Reaſon call this Sin, he miſ. 


took it (good Man) for Vertue. His Error was Proof 


againſt Homily and Exhortation. Vou might have ſoon- 


er perſuaded him out of his Chriſtian Name, than out 


of his peeviſh Hamour. | 
As I efteem nothing more than true and genuine Ver: 


of the Spirit, who turn Piety into a Trade; who pray 


themſelves into Livings, and whine themſelves into Re- 


putation; who practice Humility out of Pride, and Cha- 


rity out of Spight ; who preach up the moſt ſevere Morals | 


in publick, and condemn 'em in private; whoſe'Zeal is 


Cenſure, whoſe Juſtice is Intereſt, and Piety a Cover to 
Vanity. I have heard theſe Tartars laſh the World to | 


Exceſs, whilſt they courted it to Extravagance: They ex- 


tolled Solitude, yet were always in Company, and prai- 


ſed Vertue, when they practiſed Vice. In one word, 


this Race of Men is a Medly of Oppoſites, humble 


without, and proud within; arrogant to Exceſs, and on 
Occaſions ſubmiſſive beyond Meaſure; all Fire, and all 


5 


Others place Dagon and the Ark on the ſame Altar. 


the Temple, and Golden Calves in Dan and Bethel: 
Lometimes they are all Spirit, ſometimes all Body ; Now, 
they regale their Senſes with àa thouſand Ragouſts of 
the moſt refined Lewdneſs ; By and by they feaſt their 
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Souls with the moſt high-ſeaſoned. Piety : One Day they 
ſurfeit with Faſting, another with Feaſting : Yeſterday 
they were tired with Kneeling, to Day with Dancing: 
They ſeldom miſs a Sermon, never a Play: If you ſee 
a Prayer-Book in their Hand, you may ſwear there is a 


be Lampoon in their Pocket: And if the Bible lies on their 
ad Desk, a Romance ſtands on the Shelf; ſo that they are 
te WY half Saint, and half Devil, but all Monſter. I knew 
ina He-Devotee, .who would ſpeak ſo feelingly of the Ex- 
by cellency of Chaſtity, one would have taken him for 
al. 2 Baptiſt; yet at the ſame time he entertain'd a Miſs in 


a Corner; and though on Sunday he RIES in the 


ne Church with Reſpect before the Lord, all the Week he 
paid Homage to the Lady: This is not Vertue, but an 
ri. Oleo of Vices : This is to worſhip God as the Soldiers 
ch. did our Saviour, with Out-rage and Blaſphemy. You 
iſe 


may eaſily infer, that the Duty of a Chriſtian obliges 
vyou to deteſt and abhor ſuch a Conduct, but not to imi- 
tate it; one Defe& tarniſhes Vertue. Bonum cx integra 
cauſa, mal um ex quolibet defect im. 
That Man is truly Vertuous, who is neither proud in 
ood Fortune, nor abject in bad; who deſires nothing but 
IL e and fears nothing but Hell; who avenges Af- 
iks >, Schr 17 Se 1d nges AL 
fronts with Favours, and Injuries with Pardon; who is 


+ ſevere to himſelf, and eaſy to his Neighbour ; who 
. ſpeaks-well of all but himſelf ; and never pardons his 
als on Defects, nor cenſures thoſe of his Brethren. In a 
is word, Neander, Do Good and fly from Evil, is the Sum 
+0 of your Duty. This is Vertue in Short-Hand, Perfection 
to in Epitome, and Heaven in Reverſion. | 
EX · 8 VI. : | TR, 
ar 8 That Part of your Duty is of the greateſt Importance; 
rd, that immediately belongs to God; he is our Maker an 
ble BY our Sovereign, we are indebted to his Power for our 
on Being, to his Goodneſs for our Converſation ; from him 
all we expect the Reward of our Vertues, and the Puniſh- 
ment of our Vices. Return him therefore a thoufand 
ar. Thanks for the Favours you have received from the firſt 
im Moment of your Creation; you can't begin the” Ac- 
et knowledgment too ſoon, you can't repeat it too often, 
dyt becauſe you can never thank him eyough ; reſpe& him 
er pour Father, ſerve him as your Maſter, and fear him 
We 1 
uls 1 N 


Fa 


der the Torments of Hope, nor to ſink under the Billows 
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30 The Gentleman Inſtructed. 
as your judge; neither forget his Kindneſs in Proſperitj, 
nor blafpheme his Conduct in Adverſity: He is no les 
amiable when he frowns, than when he ſmiles ; when he 
wounds, than when he heals: And therefore kiſs the 
ficred Hand that ſtrikes, as well as that which ſtroaks 
Fou: He always deſigns your Good, unleſs by Murmurs 
and Impatience you turn his Bleſſing into Curſes ; and 
then praiſe his Conduct, but condemn your owh. _ 
Ah! Neander, a thouſand, thouſand times happy is if 
that Man, who flings up all his Concerns into the Hands 
of Providence, and ties up his Deſires to the Laws of 
Obedience; he carries in his Breaſt a little Paradiſe, and | 
a Heaven in Proſpect; he ſits above the reach of For- 
tune, ànd beholds with an Air of Unconcernedneſs un- 
der his Feet, all thoſe Storms and Tempeſts that daſh 
in Pieces other Mens Felicity; he neither deſires good 
Succeſs, nor fears Diſappointment ; he opens his Door 


ho leſs chearfully to Want, than to Abundance: In fine, 


he knows, that Command is God's Prerogative, and Sub- 
miſſion his Duty. Can Imagination paint a more ſolid, 
à more ſincere Satisfaction, than neither to languiſſi un- 


of Deſpair; than to ſubject our Appetite to Reaſon, 
and this to God, our omnipotent Maker and merciful 
Redeemer ? EE Oo i Toe 
his Submiſſioti raiſes Man to the Height of Virtue 
and Happineſs : For whoſoever bows his. Neck to the 
ſweet Yoak of Providence, neither amuſes his Thoughts 
with viſionary Hopes, nor extravagant Fears ; he lives 
on his own Fund, and keeps his Deſires within the 
Compaſs of his Power ; he is content with the Portion 
God has aſſigned him ; this he holds only in Fee, and | 
is ready to leave it at the firſt Command; He neither 
affects to be leſs, nor aſpires to a higher Station; he 
would be juſt as he is, becauſe God has made him ſo. 
| Neand, This State of Indifference is a fine thing ind 
Theory and Speculation, but impoſlible in Practice, and 
is rather to be wifſit, than hoped for. 7 


Euſeb. Pray remember that deſponding Thoughts 6nly 
ſerve to pall the Spirits, and to blaſt generous Reſolutions. 
Things are often impoſlible, becauſe Cowardice makes 
em ſo: Check Fancy, and youll not encounter thoſe 
Difficulties in the Practice: Pufillanimity and Non-Expes 


rience 
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rience conjure up to fright you. For God is no Epicurean 
Deity, ſo taken up with the Enjoyment of his own Fe- 
Wicity, that he has no leiſure to caſt a Thought on the 
Concerns of poor Mortals below: No, no, Neander; his 
Providence is as boundleſs as his Being; he did not di- 
Weſt himſelf of the Government of the World, when he 
had made it; he can't either forfeit his Title to the Ad- 
Wniniſtration of the Univerſe, or abdicate it, That Hand 
which made all Things, muſt of Neceſſity continue em, 
Wotherwiſe they'd make a ſpeedy Exit, and fink into their 
Primitive Nothing He has afhigned every Being its Sta- 
ion; even the Worm and the Piſmire, he ſets em their 
ask, teaches em to work, and through a thouſand 
Labyrinths leads all things to their perfect Ends. Now 
ertainly, he that created all ſublunary Beings for Man, 
annot be thought to withdraw his Care from him, as if 
je were below his Love or Concern : No, no; he counts 
he Hairs of his Head, and regiſters his Steps in the 
Ro BU grime ot GG To rut 
Now God being Goodneſs it felf, he can't wait upon. 
Ws with an ill Deſign. He ſtands over us as a Guardian, 


lers our Conſtitution, and pries into all Circumſtances, 
hat he may time his Favours, and ſo enhance their Vas 
ue, by adapting em to our Neceſſities 
As his Goo neſs aſſures us he means well, ſo his 
iſdom gives us Security and Caution, that he cant 
e deceived in the Choice of thoſe things he deſigns for 
is; he cant give us a Stone for a Loaf, nor a Scorpion 
or a Fiſh, nor Poiſon for a Medicine: So that we are 
Ire on the one fide, that nothing befals us unawares, 
ut either by his Permiſſion or Command; and on the 
cher, that he either permits or commands it for our 
Wood ; and that it will certainly prove ſo, unleſs we de- 
eat his charitable Defigns by Impatience or Blaſphemy, 
Ind by a ſtrange ſelfscreative Power turn his Bleſſings 
nto Curſes. Now, what Misfortune can niake Impreſ- 
on on a Mind fo ſtrongly fenced ? It will ſtand the moſt 
ery Trial, without an Ob, without a wry Face; for it 
as both Faith and Reaſon to ſupport it ? And then he 
2NS- hat will weep that has all the Reaſon -in the World to 
ugh, muſt be fond of Tears, and in Love with Tor- 


Lent 
It's 


hot as a Spy; as a Friend, not as an Enemy; he conſi- 


„ 


Gent at Providence, we'diſpute his Orders, and burleſ 
His Tupac Hand, and turn our ſelves into all the Poſture 


« de 
Thanks, nor 


and more Infidelity. For theſe People muſt either doubif 
rhey deny both by IIlation. 
nagement of God; ask no Temporal Bleſſing, but witlff 


| deſire Croſſes, at leaſt accept em, and remember always 
that thoſe chings often prove more prejudicial we pray 


: fettion ; ſo that we are ſo far from knowing what it 
8 for us, that we know not what we would be at 


Aiſe) repreſents Objects in borrowed Colours and fall 


embrace a deformed Leah for a charming. Rachel ; coun 
Happineſs, and eſpouſe Miſery. But God, who bull 


Temper, and comprehends all thoſe things we either «fl 


a Leal Misfortune to be Fortunate ? 
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It's true, this Doctrine is extinct in Practice: W. 
que his Decrees; we ſcream out at the lighreſt Touch ff 
mpatience; we neither receive his Favours with 
Dd oct with Patience, 
But this irrational Conduct argues much Peeviſlinek 
of his Power, or dare not truſt his Goodneſs ; and thei 

Ah! dear Neander, commit your Concerns to the M. | 
a fiat voluntas tua; refuſe no Affliction; receive tha 


with Gratitude, this with Reſignation ; and if you can 


for, than thoſe we fear. 
We are an America, an undiſcovered Region to on 
ſelves, our Deſires fly not only before Reafon, but R. 


ur Fancy over-ſhoots Nature, and (like a Fool's Pang 


Shapes: Deluded therefore by vain Glaſſes and deceitful 
Opticks, we dote by Hazard, and hate at Random; wi 
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our Fabrick, knows our Conſtitution ; he . into ou 


Ls 


gerly purſue, or paſſionately fly from; he ſees the Em 
ployment of theſe will convey us to Eternal Felicity 
and the Poſſeſſion of thoſe into endleſs Torments. H 
therefore gives what we feared, and refuſes what we dj 
fired. Now, is it not a Kindneſs to be thus merciful 
cruel ? Is it not 2 Favour to baulk our Pretenſtons, an 


VII. i | 
We can never withdraw our ſelves from God's In 
, Ke He reigns in Hell, no leſs than in Heaven: H 
exerciſes his Juſtice among the Damned, and his Mer 
among the Bleſſed; he dwells in Woods, and walks ii 
Cities; he retires with us into Solitude, and accomp# 
nie 


nies us in Converſation ; he is in all Places, and ſees all 
Things; he fathoms our Deſires, he counts our Words, 
he ſcans our Actions, and reads our Thoughts. 
Imprint this Truth with indelible Characters in your 
Meniory, and recommend, it to your daily Conſiderati- 
on; 'twill teach you both Caution and Reſpect; twill 
curb the diſorderly Sallies of Nature, and bind your 
Paſſion to its good Behaviour. You will not have the 
Face to ſtep beyond the Bounds of Duty, nor ſcarce be 
3 to tranſgreſs it. Nature, I confeſs, is unruly, 
'twill run away with us, unleſs we keep a ſtrong and 
watchful Hand over it; but then the very Thought that 
God ſtands by, will blow over thoſe Flames of Paſſion, 
that dim Reaſon, and hurry us into Tranſgreſſion«s. 
Before a grave Man we dare not fall into Indecency ; 
his very Preſence gives a Check to Appetite, and ſtops 
Senſuality in its full Career: So that Lewdneſs and De- 
bauchery are forc'd to retire, and give Place to Shame. 
Who violates the Law in the Face of Authority, that 
has both Will and Power to revenge the Contempt, 
gives an evident Proof, that either Life is uneaſy to him, 
or that he is not campos mentis, and by conſequence de- 
ſerves Bedlam rather than Tybarn. Yet human juſtice 
acts in a narrow Sphere; it reaches but to Life, and 


In can't purſue the Criminal beyond the Grave. If there- 
coul fore the Sight of a Man, and the Apprehenſion of Death, 
have ſuch a Tranſcendency over us, as to cool the Fire 


of Paſſion, to diſcountenance an unbeſeeming Sally, and 
to repel any Aſſault upon our Vertue; certainly, a ſtrong 
En Ferſuaſion, that God is preſent, that he looks on us to 
crown our Vertues, and to chaſtiſe our Vices, can't be 
= leſs efficacious ; for he is Sovereign Diſpoſer of our Souls - 
and Bodies; he is able to tumble theſe into nothing, and 


ita choſe into Hell; we may baffle human Juſtice, either by 
be au Right Money, or Favours, but we cannot fly out of 
* God's Dominion; his Anger can neither be appeaſed with 


Bribes, nor ſoftned with Tears, nor overcome with En- 
treaties. „ Ü˙· 8 2 
| Now, a Man who with the Eyes of Faith continually, 
. He deholds this dreadful Majeſty hovering about him, with 
Nn: 4 | | 7 
Mere the Reward of Vertue in one Hand, and the Sword © 
evenge in the other, will take Care of his Behaviour, 

and not ſal his Innocence for a Fleet Pleaſure in Hand, 
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and Eternal Torments in Remainder. Let me therefoff 
once more intreat you (by all that is Dear, by all that 
is Sacred) to carry this Conſideration along with you in 
all your Buſineſs, in all your Paſtimes, its Cympany wil 
neitker be troubleſome nor expenſive, but I am fare it 


* = 


wilt be advantageous. 881 
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- God's Infinite Greatneſs entitles him to Homage, and 
our Dependance calls upon us to pay it: We cannot 
acknowledge too ſoon his Authority, becauſe we cannot 
reſpect it too much: We are the Work of his Hands, 
the Object of his Mercy, and ſhall once be Eternally 
that of his Love or of his Hatred ; of his Love, if we 
execute his Commands; but of his Hatred, if we tranſ- 
Pres em. - Juſtice therefore and Gratitude ; Hope of 

exven, and Fear of Hell, preach Vertue and Obedience 
to his moſt holy In junctions. Yet, alas! this Voice of 
Thunder is not able to awake our young Gallants, 
(like ſo many bewitched Sampſons) they ſleep in the Bo- 
fom of faſcinating Pleaſares, that lull em into pleaſing 
Trances, imaginary Delights, to plunge em into real 
Torments. Gne woald think they either disbelieved a 
Future State, they are ſo unconcerned for the pre ſent; or 
that they had a Patent to do ill; or at leaſt an Aſſurance 
of Pardon and Repentance. Their Study is to learn 
Sins; their Employment to commit em, and grand Di- 
verſion to applaud their Impieties. Tell theſe deluded 
Creatures they walk over Precipices, atid ſport on the 
Brink of Deſtruction: That to live a Debauchee, is to 


die a Reprobate: They anſwer your charitable Admo- X 
nition with a Joak, or a Frown, and very coldly reply, " 


that Youth was made for Pleaſure, and old Age for 
Repentance. Good God ! that Men of Wit and Parts 
ſhould ſo wretchedly fool themſelves into Ruin. Were 
our Souls no longer lived than our Bodies, did they fink 
into nothing when we ceaſed to breathe; that Atheiſtical 
Rant, Ede, bibe, . gande, cras moriemur, would not be 
quite unreaſonable. Could we look into the Futrire, 
and read our Deſtiny, could: we caſt up a Horoſcope'& 
our Death, as Aſtrologers do of our Life; were we ſüle 
that cras moriemur, we might equip our ſelves to Day 
kor a Journey to Hell; and make to morrow a great 
3 5 Preps? 
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Feparations for Heaven. But, alas I we dwell in a Re- 
ion, where Certainties Are io twiſted with Uncertain- 
ies, that though we know we muſt die, yet we are as 
gnorant of the Time, Place; and Manner, as the Child 
Inborn. Perchance Divine Juſtice may arreſt us in the 
Very Heat of our Lewdneſs : It may drag us from the 
News to Judgment: The firſt Time we cloſe our Eye-lids 
ay be the laſt: We may only fleep in this World to 
ake in the next; we may only open our Eyes to ſee 
range Flames, and return to our Senſes to feel m. 
Sudden Deaths are not Miraculous. The Bills of Mor- 
ality aſſure us they are too ordinary: But theſe Accidents 
rprize your Debauchees oftner, .than thoſe who live 
ithin the Bounds. of Temperance and Moderation. 
Whey over-charge Nature with continual Exceſs, and ſer 
che Humours of the Body in an Uproar: And how 
iſy it is for theſe Humours in ſuch a Hurry and Tu- 
ult; to crowd in upon the Heart? Or to fly up to the 
rain? Or to impede the playing of the Lungs, and on 
ſudden ſtop Reſpir ation??? | 
But though God thould deal more mercifully with 
eſe Men than they deſerve, though he ſhould give em 
dth Time and Leiſure to repent, it's ten to one they 1} 
e in their Sins, and carry into the next World thoſe 
rimes they committed in this. V 
For two Things are neceſſary for a thorough Repen- 
nce; God's Grace and Man's Co- operation; without 
Wat we cannot repent, and without this he will not par- 
n. If therefore the Difficulty ro be overcome be greater 
Threeſcore, than at Twenty, and Grace be leſs, it's 
ds they'll not repent at Threeſcore, but that certainly 
Il be greater, and this infa libly will be leſs. There- 
e it's odds, that the final Reſolutions of theſe unfor- 
nate Gentlemen will vaniſh into Smoak, and end in 
nal Deſpair and Puniſhment © 
I prove the Difficulty will certainly be greater. Phi- 
ophy and Experience teach us, that a frequent Re- 
ſe into any Diſorder ingenders a Habit, (that is,) a 
cility and Propenſion to reiterate the ſame Actions. 
id this takes its Force from the Frequency of the Pra- 
ce: For though in Natural Productions there is a cer- 
n Point of Growth and Perfection, yet in Morals 


re is no ſuch Term, both vicious and yertuous Flab ite 
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may go on in inſinitum: Hence it happens, that an inves 
terate Cuſtom twiſts and winds it ſelf into our very Na- 
ture; it ſinks into our Bones, and enters into our Conſti-f 
tution. Now, if all the frightful Reproaches of Conſci. 
_ ence, all the Calls of Grace, the diſmal Proſpect of thoſe 
- Shades below, the charming Allurements of Heaven + 
bove, were too feeble to reſtrain Nature alone; will theyff 
ſilence the Clamours of mutinous Paſſions, curb the Vie- 
lence of Nature back d by Cuſtom, and-inflamed with ill 
| Habits? No, no: Nature ſeconded by a Habit, (like aff 
Loadſtone armed with Iron) draws ten times ſtronger, 
He who groans under the Weight of a Feather, will fall 
under that of a Milſtone © -- 4 
Now as ill Habits byaſs Nature, and make it mori: 
impetuous, and leſs governable; ſo in our Suppofitionf 
Grace the chief active Principle, is leſs. For Grace is i 
free Gift, no Debt, aliter Cratia non eſſet; we muſt re 
ceive it as a meer Benevolence, and cannot ask it as 0 
F „„ 
Ils it probable God will pour down upon his morti 
Enemies theſe Streams of Favour and Beauty, as plentiffi 
Fully as on his Friends? on. thoſe who blaſpheme hin 
twenty Years together, as on thoſe who adore him! 
on thoſe, who abandon their Duty out of a determinat 
Malice, as on thoſe who fall by Surprize? It's certaiſf 
he will not: Fer God will not be laugbt at; and can tl 
Wit of Man invent a more compendious, and at th 
Fame time a more biting Raillery, than by trampling uw 
der Foot this Divine Gifr, that coſt our great Redeemt 
Torrents of Sweat, and Rivers of Blood, than by makin 
his Goodneſs the Ground of our Ingratitude ? than | 
rufuſing to repent, becauſe he is prone ro Pardon? If G 
be Juſt, (as certainly he is) he'll ſtop the Conduit of 
Mercy, and rain down a Deluge of Maledictions on tho 
rebellious Giants, that attack the moſt High, and turn! 
greateſt Attributes againſt his own Breaft, 
MWean. What you ſay (as to the main) is true; I 
give me leave to tell you, there is a Daſh of Hype 
bole in your Diſcourſe : Man's Malice can't weary Gol? 
Mercy; he can pardon more Sins than Man is able WF” 
commit; nay, and will, if we fling our ſelves at 


ot 
df] 


| 


10 « 


Feet, and fue for Mercy. A contrite Heart, Euſebi he 
is a moving SpeRacle, it diſarms God's Juſtice, | TT 


melts it into Mercy ; and as he receives thoſe Prodigals 
that return, ſo he furniſhes em with Grace for their 
Voya $1 E 6 - 3 Boo | 


| Malice; our Obſtinacy can't tire his Mercy; he'll give 
both Pardon and Heaven to thoſe who ask em; his Word 


6 ſtands engaged, and he cant fly back. But then, where 
as he promiſed that inveterate Sinners ſhall ask Par- 


don? It's true alſo, that the moſt profligate Debauchees 
have Grace ſufficient to work Repentance. But what 
Iſignifies a Power to do Good, with a Will to do Evil ? 
WT here is not a damned Soul in Hell, that did not once 
find it ſelf in the ſame Circumſtances. Is it leſs miſe- 
Frable, becauſe once it might have been happy? Alas! this 
ad Meditation ſuggeſts new Matter to their Deſpair, 


ol, as the ſole Cauſe of their Misfortune. 


irtue, Mercy; nor condemn: poor Sinners to the worf 


They who never thought of Pardon in their Lives, found 
hi t at their Death. What he who died for Man, can he ; 
im Fave the Heart to damn it? The very Thief on the Croſs, 


Faviour; and for one humble memento mei, receive 
Mercy in this World, and Paradiſe in the other. 


it tl ot 
or graſping an Immenſity, nor for preſcribing Bounds 
* o an infinite Being; I know God's Mercy is above the Y 
ail ies; but then his Juſtice ſinks below the Abyſs ; Ju- 


licio ejut abyſſus multa, We can't take the Height of 
hat, nor fathom the Depth of this. They are both equal 
i. e.) infinite; nay, they are the ſame thing: For Jul 
ice is Mercy, armed with Revenge; and Mercy is Juſ- 
ice, diſpoſed to Pardon ? Why then ſhould we dread 


ot for caſting, Men into Deſpair. As it is the greateſt 
ff Torments, - ſo it is the blackeſt of Crimes, and the moſt 
rational : This antedates Damnation, and gives us over 
0 Execution before God has pronounced the Sentence. 
Lo damn your ſelves out of a Fear of being damned, is 


ink my Salvation impoſlible, is to make it ſo ; not rp 
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E 3 5 | Neander, | God's | Goodneſs weighs 4 : Man's | 


becauſe ir repreſents their Miſery, together with their 
Nean. Pray, Enſebins, don't diſgrace: God's darling 
of Torments, Deſpair. Whilſt there is Life, there is Hope. 


hough abandon'd by Men, were careſs d b yhis loving 


t in one Dreſs, as well as dote on it in the other? Iam 


he Top ot Madneſs; the non plus ultra of Frenſy: To 


D 3 hope. 
| | — 


Evuſeb. Miſtake me not, (Dear Neander) I am not 8 


, 
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2 for Heaven, is the next way to loſe it: But then 
if T hate De pair, I abhor Preſumption; if that leads m 
to Hell by a direct Line, this does the Buſineſs as effiici- 
_ciouſly; For can we out-rage our great Maſter more. 
than when we bend his auguſt Attributes to our Lewdnef ; 
and build the Babel of our Abominations upon his Good 
Neſs? And our: 17 1 upon his Mercy ? Is not this u 

ſport with Maj To rally Authority? And to pla 
with Gbcdnet And 1122 y what difference is there dll 
tween deſpairing of and burleſquing it? Thi 
impious Mirth (Neander) m will-babe end in Sorrow, ang 
theſe Peals of Laughter in gnaſhing of Teeth-: But bel 
cauſe our Libertines put a great Streſs on the good Thief 
Converſion, and fancy their Deaths will refemble Bis 
no leſs than their Lives; ewill not be amiſs to eramin 
the Point. 1 v7 
Fir, St. Bernard tells us, that mis Thief 's Converlit 
is the only Example (to be found in Scripture) of A de 
ferred Repentance that was ſucceſsful: But, with Sub 
: miſſion. St. Bernard miſtook in the Calculation: Fon thi 
was not properly a deferred Repentance. The Thief at 
wer de the firſt Call of his agonizing Saviour!; the fiſ 
Glance of his Sacred Eyes wounded his ſinful Soul, an 
2 his hard Heart i into Love and Sorrow. & 0 il 
Secondly, The Thief received Pardon and Paradis Nee 
But what id he to deſerve this miraculous Fa vour 7H 
adored Chriſt, not ſeated on a Throne of Glory, but ch 
vered with Shame and Infamy, torn with Whips, pierdef ar 
with Thorns, 'out-faged by his Enemies, forſaken by highly d: 
Friends: Beile ſome ſay, Life was offered this: Mae m 
Factor, if he would deny Chriſt : But he chofe rather" 
die With him, and for him, than to live without chin 
So that now the Cauſe of his Death was chat ed * 
he who was faſted to che Croſs a Robber, .expired'on| | 
© Martyr. £00 nech lf <nobiet ob togub, ah 
"Ui bil, Cod: ſoilellchis Pardon; but this Ac of Gt: N 
ws g yanred on the Day of Merey ; and yet of ſo ni 
Finner that were Spettators of this bloody Tragedy; u 
Kiow bat this Thief, who was ſolfortunate | ago va 
Pa: don; and to feceive it. Tell me then, dear Neaudi cu 
ought we not rather draw Motives of Fear from the M di 
Fortuie Pf hovſsnds, than of Preſumption from the godl 1 
Bop of one? Hf fool Hook on the * hand of our 


. 
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ing Lord, pray caſt an Eye upon the Left; and if you 
behold on the one 1ide a Saint, you Il diſcover a Repro- 
bate on the other. Let therefore Gentlemen * 
from the Damnation of the one, as well as from the 
other a dangerous Security. And I counſel all Chriſtians 
to draw this Concluſion from the different Deaths of theſe 
two Malefactors, that its a Madneſs to deſpair, and 
Temerity to preſume; 7 Unas, eſt ne diſperes, f unicus ne 
præ ſumas. 7474190 33911 15 5 32 viciet d [61 Get 
Wherefore 8 the firſt· fruits of Reaſon to God; 
you can't begin, the Practice of Piety too ſoon, but may 
be too late; Nature untainted with Vice may be wrought 
W with Eaſe into any Form, and caſt in any Mould. It's 
a kind of tabula raſa, a Blank, that almoſt with the ſame 
Facility receives the Characters of Angel, and of Devil; 
but when once it's ſtained with Sin, when it's byaſſed 
by ill Habits, and worſe Principles, you will find it ſtub⸗ 
born and rebellious. Be not then ſo foolith as tO prefer | 
ub Danger before Security, and to turn Pleaſure into Toil. 
Take Occaſion. by -the: Fore-top, it quickly paſſes; and 
ſeldom returns. 2111 l vd Sta ARTIE 
aa | TATE > Grad I >. Wi + e 11111 37 
Religion is the Graund-work of Salvation; and there- 
fore you cannot be too tender of a thing that ſo nearly 
ue concerns your eternal Happineſs. I recommend this 
Point to your Care with greater Eagerneſs, becauſe at 
e preſent it lies under all the Diſadvantage of Contempt, 
reel and I fear the Gentry have a greater Hand in the Scam- 
dal, than the Commonalty. Nothing, indeed, enters 
more frequently in Diſcourſe; it's the yulgar Topick of 
Converſation, the Subject of our Heats, the Source of 
Diviſions, and by Conſequence of ohr Misfortunes: 
Yet not one of a — knows- the very Meaning of 
the Ward, and not two in a Thouſand agree upon the 
Thing; the very Ideas we have of it are wild and mon- 
edi i vom !! „„ n n whgoha 
Lhave heard with Indignation and Horror, ſome Gen- 
" ly tlemen/pronounce ex:Cathedra, That Religion isa; Grie- 
3:08 vance; no Duty; becauſe it controuls our moſt noble Ha- 
andi iy; the Underſtanding, and enflayes, us to blind Obe- 
ience. © 
"Others weigh Religion by Intereſt, and proteſt, that 
ir of ©r:hodoxy and Profit go together: So that in thoſe Men's 
err e D 4 Theology 
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Theology, Turci u, with a 1000 J. per Annum, is more 
credible, than Chriſtianity with 500. „ 2-1 75 OD 
Others again confound Religion with Faction, and ſo 
to carry on a black Deſign ſtrike in with any Conventicle; 
they cry out for Liberty of Conſcience, although they 
have none for Reformation, though they delight in Tu- 
mults, and feign the Angel to play the Fiend, © 
Others, like an abandon d Brat, dropt it at Church- 


men's Doors, and fanſy it's a Monſter of their bie | 


9 
9 
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Graft (ſay they) Tugling and Intereſt brought it fort 
whilſt S»per/{i:ion and Folicy maintains lt. 
But by theſe Gentlemen's leave, Religion is neither the 
Product of Spleen, nor the Fruit of Imagination; it's nei- 
ther a $!atiff's Engine, nor a P ſons Invention; it came 
from Heaven, and was planted on Earth by Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles; and we muſt either believe it here, or bum 
for our Infidelity bereafter ; He that believeth, and: 
tied, ſhall be ſaved; but be that bolieveth not, ſhall be 
-- Theſe are our Saviour's Words, and they will be re- 


ceived, I ſuppoſe, by Chriſtians. The Apoſtle deliver 


the ſame Doctrine; Without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe 
God. Now without doubt God made Heaven for his 
Friends, not for his Enemies; for thoſe who pleaſe him, 
not for thoſe who contemn his Laws, and fport with his 
moſt peremptory Commands. Again, St. Auguſtine'tells 
us, Ubi vera fides 5 nec poteſt vera eſſe juſtitia 
But it's Frenzy and Illuſion to exceſs; to faniy, that a 
Nan not truly juſt, will be admitted into the eternal Joys 
of Heaven; it follows therefore very juſtly that Salvation 
is a Chymæra our of Chriſt's Church, and by conſequence, 
that all thoſe Libertine Gentlemen, who play with Re- 
ligion, and ſport with Faith, are ina fair way to deplore 
eternally their factious Impiety. I would have em 
ous ſome cool Thoughts on the Matter, and conſider 
eriouſly, whether a petty, brutiſh, nay, atheiſtical dati 
faction can countervail a perpetual Miſery, and whether 
_ they would not give more pregnant Proofs of Wit and 
Jadgment by enquiring after the true Religion, than hy 
eee all > ONE 
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Tell me not you lead a moral Life, you walk by the 
Light of Reaſon, and frame your Conduct by its invio- | 
lable Maxims ; that you neither curſe God, nor wron 
your Neighbour ; that you neither invade his Lands, nor 
impeach his Reputation; that your Hands are not dipt in 
Blood, nor your Tongue in Gall; that you defile no 
Man's Bed, nor encroach on his Property. Theſe Nega- 
tives will never unlock Heaven's Gate, nor place you 
in Bliſs. Faith muſt carry a Torch before you, other- 
wiſe you'll ramble in the Dark, and wander in Error, till 
the Flames of Hell diſplay the Miſtake, and at the ſame 
time .. ð ag HE cy, 
But do you think, Neander, that thoſe Men, who talk 
down Religion, and cry up Morals, are at the Bottom 
greater Friends to the one, than to the other? Alas! no; 
their Actions are as Libertine as their Belief; and if we 
may judge by Appearance, they have no 'more of the 
Man, than of the Chriſtian. For whoever ſaw theſe 
mighty Advocates of Morals, theſe Aſſertors of Regula- 


rity, ever ſtand up in Defence of Virtue, but when they 


actually condemn it in Practice? I have often indeed 
heard your qualified Debauchees talk moſt feelingly of 
Sobrjety . over Champaigne, of Temperance at a full Ta- 
ble: And I once met with a Proſtitute, that extolled 
Chaſtity like a Feſtal. You muſt therefore, when you 
meet with Infidel Moralifts, ſuppoſe they only commend 
Vertue in ſeſt, but praiſe Vice in good Earneſt ; and 
that they are as far from enſlaving their Paſſions to the 
Laws of Nature, as theirJudgments to Divine Revelation. 
Take not Religion upon Credit; there are in the 
World Teachers of falſe Tenets, as well as Coiners of 
falſe Crowns ; and as you bring theſe to the Touch Stone, 
ſo you muſt bring thoſe. | To believe, you know not why, 
is rather Stupidity than Faith; it's to unfence Religion, 
to lay it open to the weakeſt Aſſault of Schiſm and He- 
reſy. In fine, to believe nothing is Madneſs, and to be. 
lieve any thing Folly. He is truly happy who walks be. 
tween theſe two Extreams, and neither believes too much 


vod 121“ 
The Religion you muſt embrace, is that Which Chriſt 
revealed, and his Apoſtles preach'd + This may be — 
5 nied 
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nied by a fer or Turk, but not by a Chriſtian. . For, be. il 
ing God, had Authority 0 command, | and we have 
an indiſpenſable Obligation to obey ; nor could he ſet up 
Impoſtuxes for Truths, or impoſe Falſehood under the i 
Mask of Divine Revelation. The Apoſtles indeed were 
Men, but inſpired from Heaven, and conſequently. no 
more ſubject to Error, than the Divine Spirit that gave 
his Oracles through the Organs of their M outs. 
This is @ Summary of your Duty to God: That you 
owe your Neighbour ſhall be the Subject of our next 
Entertainment. In the mean time you muſt be my Gueſt 
to Day, pray refuſe me not the Favour.l 
Mean. I am at your Command; but let me deſire 
you to give me theſe excellent Documents in Writing; 
hey are too long to be remember d, and too uſeful to be 
orgot. 1 


Euſeb. 1 I 


CCTV 
U.comply with your Deſires, and at my Lei- 


ſure {et down what I can call to Memory. 
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echo move in Fetters, and live for others, not for them: 
© ſelves ; ſometimes to work'd-down Laboprers, more fi m 
© for Sleep than Pleaſure. In fine, he valued. Eaſe above to 
f© Greatneſs, and Senſuality above Conſcience, ſo that hi if 
Name jumpt with his Humour; his Religion was 1 
the laſt Edition, that is, Puritauiſm cut on Independenqi i w 
L and garni d with ag Oleg of upſtart Novalties ; bi i; 


Faſcribelſqß 


\ | FOR 
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de aſcribed Man's Juſtification: to Faith alone, and there“ 
ee fore eondemn d good Works 2s Hereradox, 28 En- 
te croachments upon Chriſtian Liberty, and rievance 
& to the Subject: Hence he hated H»miliation-Day ys, 
ce and could never be perſuaded to faſt till he had ret 
ce galed his Appetite. One Day he moved that the Sta- 
« fute de comburendo Heretico might be revived, and exe: 
te cuted upon a Ferſon for ſaying that efore perfedl was 
ce addreſſed to Gentlemen; he look'd upon it às a ſcan; 
* dalum magnatum, and a clipping of the Privilege of 
00 Peerage. In fine, he was of Opinion, that Fancy was 
„che only Rule of a Gentleman 8  Fairh, and einne 
that ob his Actions. iti 
Euſeb Welcome, Eleutherius, pray Fir Js Why 
ſo thoughtful and recolledted? ! ſuppoſe you are come 
from'y your Devotions, Moraing-Service 1s — 
Eleuthe. Why, Man, this is not eee e 
Gr of what —— 3 1 110 1 
- Elexthe, Lam a Chriffian. 40 70d. 
Euſeb. Ah, chat may be, but of what Derfadſion ?-For \ 
thac »Notion reaches a great Way: There are 'Chriftian 
Papiſtsy Chriſtiun Turks, and Chriſtian Infidels 3-and then 
there are. Proteſtants, and True Proteſtants, and in fine 
there: are Er cetera Chriſtians, with which of theſe do 
you convene 2 e e ente bas 2, d1iw 


Eleathe. With all and with neither; that is, 1 have 


aan drawn off the Spirits from each, and left the Caput wor- 
to wum behind; in ſhort, my Religion is new and modiſſi: 
ing Lis grinned at indeed by ſome, but Practiſec by the 
ther BY greater and more witty Fart oF rhe Nobility,” tis Refot- 
Pro: Ba )vReformation!?7 07 fi igus 290 JG 
ded stal up on 2, Iirtbhista. Soldeiſn An Hendtdry, 
ſuch be 155 . on Reformation in Religi 

ere on? But ander Favoun if geferal Practice hirs right with 
at to the'Precepts of your Religion they are Hy- blown and 
ve, were Ezdifpoled! to! dogralzdt, xl tony gtoſs upon 
nem: that Text. Follow my Comnlel, Eleusberiuc; ſay com- 
ha mon Practiée claſhes withits Maxims;'  brielfſe you ll give 
bove 


oo great an Advantage to Criticiſm and Enquiry. Por 
it hie if hat you ſay be true, your Religion iv/withour Fence, 
as oi without Rampart, andba little Reafon will batter the 
tend), whole Fabrick about yaur Ears; for whentthe Queſtion 


$ z be 13 8 about Good and Evil Pra ice fands on the wrong ſide. 
ribel But, 
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But, Sir, let us wave Diſpute; ſuppoſing you are 3 
Chriſtian, what Harm is there in going to Church on 2 
Eleube. What Harm is it to fink my Character, and 
fling up my Charter? en DI IO 
Euſeb. Why, Praying and good Works come not with- Wl 
| In the Statute of Treafon, I hope 1655 vh. 557 7 
Eleutbe. Take care, you may ſlip into a Premunire Wl 
before you are aware. Liberty and Property are edged Wl 
Tools now-a-days, few have meddled with them with- 
out a Scar. ee eee ene 
Euſeb. You are in a very merry Vein to Day, but me- 
thinks the Subject bears no Raillery. Prithee (Drollery i 
part) what do you mean by Liberty, Property, and Fre. 
Eleutbe. In ſhort then, Gentlemen are not tied up to i 
Works of Supererogation, to Virtue, Perfection, and twen- i 
ty other Niceties; all the World knows that Chriſtians 
are Free- born Subjects, exempt from the Bondage of Pre- 
cept and Ceremony. They date their Liberty from the 
Moment of their Baptiſm ; and a learn'd Clerk, let me 
tell you, was of Opinion, that the very Ten Command 
ments expired with the Synagogue. Now, Sir, to bring 
Gentlemen upon their Knees to incumber their Liberty 
with Laws and Statutes, is to touch them in the moſt 
ſenſible Part. Engliſhmen will ſtand for their Birth-right, 
and not give up tamely ſo confiderable a Privilege; and 
if you ſtrive to wreſt it out of their Hand, you may per 
chance repent of the Attempt. You will have to do with 
Numbers and Power: and though Truth ſtands for you, 
if Force ſides againſt you, the Field will be loſ. 
Euſeb. This is Liberty indeed with a Vengeance. Na- 
ture at this rate, and Senſuality, are let looſe, and have 
2 large Field to walk in. Becauſe Chriſt came into the 
World to baniſh Sin, Man may open the Gate to all Abo- 


> 


minations; he may break through all the Barriegs of Ne- 
ture, Reaſon, and Religion; he may cozen and-murder 
not only with Impunity, but alſo with Devotion. | 
would have you draw up a Petition againſt Goals, Pille- 
ries, and Execution; nay, it would not be amiſs at you 
next Coffee - Houſe Aſſembly, to vote down Hell alſo a8 
Grievance to the Free- born Subjects of the Oenant. 
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Flethti Nay, indeed the Parſon ſtrain'd the Point, he 
has overſhot the Truth and himſelf too; but Ill maintain 
at leaſt that Gentlemen are not bound up to what Divines 
call Vertue and Perfection; theſe Fooleries look well e- 
nough in a Canonical Caſſock, or a Clergy-man's Dreſs, 
but in Scarlet and Gold Lace, they make a lean Figure, 
they walk in Embroidery, as little David did in Saul's 
Armour, very awkardly, and rather furniſh Matter for 
Diverſion, than for Edification. | 3 
Euſeb. Though this Theſis has leſs of Scandal than the 
former, I am ſure tis equally falſe. For tell me, have 
not our Gentlemen and topping Mortals received from 
the liberal Hands of God, à far greater Allowance of 
Ezvour,. , ot Phy on te 
Eleuthe, No doubt of it; Nobility it ſelf is a Favour 
of the firſt Claſs; it raiſes a Man above the Crowd and 
Smoak of the World, it entitles him to Honour and Re- 
ſpect; the Prince moves here below, as the Sun does a- 


re- ¶ bove in Glory and Magnificence ; Gentlemen are Stars 
the placed above him for Pomp, State, and Ornament; beſides, 
me Gentlemen's Bodies have a finer Texture of Parts, than 
nd. thoſe of a meaner Condition; their Complexion is more 


bright and ſprightly ; their Air more polite; in fine, Na- 
ture is like Carvers, who ſlubber over thoſe Pieces that 
are condemn'd to Obſcurity, and poliſn thoſe with the 
laſt Exactneſs that ſtand in Vir. 
Euſeb. You argue right for me; but then you confute 
your own Theſis. For if Gentlemen have received more 
avours than the Peaſant, certainly they are oblig'd in 
Honour, as well as Duty, to make a more ample Return 
of Gratitude. For, ſuppoſe a Prince has raiſed one 
from the Degree of a Page, to that of a Lord or Captain 
Jof his Guards, that he has at the ſame time flung in 
12000 l. per Ann. to ſupport the Title, and ſet off his Dig- 
nity ; has not this new dated Peer a more ftrait Obſt. 
gation to ſerve his Royal Benefactor, than a Dray-men, 
that only enjoys the common Protection of the Govern- 
ment? This is our Caſe to a Hair. You grant on the 
one Hand, that ſuch a Man lies not only under the com- 
mon and fundamental Duties of a Subject, but alſo un- 
der the additional Ties of Gratitude to ſerve his Prince; 
and on the other you confeſs, that God- has with greater 
Profuſeneſs roupd out his Liberality on Gentlemen, than 
a * 9 "—_— 
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on Clowns and Tradeſmen; why then is not thelr Obli⸗ 
gation greater to ſerve him 
Eleutbe. Their very Station and Rank, is their Patent 
of Exemption; in ſhort, they have no time': For you 
maſt allow a Gentleman ten Hours for Sleep; a Quarter 
for his private Affairs; two Hours to ſaunter from the 
Stable to the Dog-kennel ; three for Dinner, and as ma- 
ny for Supper; almoſt Six for the Tavern, Coffee-houſe, 
and Theatre; ſo that you may ſee here remains no time 
for GotuheVermg? 0 nan nt BS 
Euſeb. Your Arjthmetick over-balances your Chriftia- 
nity. Is it not ridiculous (I mean impious) to take the 
length of a Man's Duty by his Practice, to argue from 
Fatt to Right, and Subpzne Tranſgreſſion to witneſs for 
the Breach of a Precept? You have carv'd out a Gentle- 
man's Time exactly enough, but not juſtly ; and T doubt 
much whether he will ſtand to it in the next World, tho 
he may perchance'in this. God bids 'em watch and pray 
| in the Goſpel; and St. Paul in his Epiſtle recommends 
- Sobriety and Chaſtity. Now I think Men feldom watch | 
or pray while they ſleep, and as ſeldom learn Sobriety'in 
Taverns, or Chaſtity in Brothels, or Morality in profligate 
Converſation; tell me then not what Gentlemen do, 
but what they ſhould do, which in ſhort is this: As they 
have but one Affair to manage; which is their Sal vas 
tion, ſo all their Thoughts and Actions muſt look that 
way; if any Motion warps from this Center, they ſwerve 
from their Daty ; they mnſt baulk Appetite, not grati- 
fy it; and either ſtifle Paſſions or fetter them; they muſt 
be humble in Proſperi ty, and great in Adverſity, (i. e.) they 
muſt bear that with Moderation, this without Clamours 
or Impatience ; 'they muſt rather forfeit their Lives than 
Conſcience, and poſtpone Pleaſure to their Duty. Theſe 
are the Offices of Gentlemen: For Men were plac'd in 
this World to cultivate Vertue, and to enjoy the Fruit 
of it hereafter ; though they labour and ſweat from the 
Cradle to the Cffin, to advance their temporal Concerns, 
they forward their Miſery, and interrupt their Happi- 
neſs ; they are Strangers to themſelves, and only Gueſts 
in their own Houſe ; they drudge continually, yet do 
nothing, and are laboriouſly Idle. Tell me not then of 
Sleep, Viſits, Horſes, Hounds, Taverns, and Flay: Houſes ; 
theſe Things, with ſome grains of Allowance, may be = 
| mitte 


"3... n * os a a 8 
E I . ä 2 4 * 


* 


The Gentleman Inſtructed. 45 
mitted Gentlemen às Amuſements and Diverſions, but 
Wot as Buſineſs 3 their Buſineſs, their Grand Concern, 
nd their only Concern, is God's Service, and their Sal- 
ation; and if they ſquander the precious Moments of 
ime he has afforded them, they abuſe the Gift and the 
ery End of their Creation 
Eleutbe. You are warm, methinks, and preſs very hard 
Wn Quality; but I ſuppoſe you are only in the Vein of 
entering, and intend to ſhew how well you can manage 
Wn ill Cauſe, and that Wit and Declamation can ſome- 
Wimes ſupply the place of Reaſon and Argument ; thou 
Irc excellently qualified for the Pulpit ; thou haſt Words 
Ind Invective at Command; prithee off with thy Fump, 
nd on with a Caſſock; thou wilt run down Vice at an 
I anmerciful Rate, and talk Debauchery out of Counte- 
ance; no Sin will ſtand thee, no Hereſy affront thee; 
ut, by the bye, Euſebius, you are ſubject to flip as well 
s your Neighbours ; and ſometimes your Paſſion runs ſo 
Wt, that it diſtances your Reaſon: For I think you grant 
at the bare Obſervation of God's Commandments will 
rry a Man to Heaven, what then have we to do with 
Pur Works of Supererogation, Mortification, and Auſte- 
ties? The very Word implies Counſel only, not a Pre- 
pt, and by Conſequence no Obligation. 
Euſeb. J grant what you deſire, but then J muſt add, 
at without theſe Works of Supererogation, as you call 
m, you'll never keep thoſe Commandments. You can't 
Ja Mark unleſs you level higher. Gravity finks the 
rrow under the firſt Line of Direction, in ſpight of 
e Impulſe. This is our Caſe, Nature draws towards 
Je Center, no leſs than Weight; tis wanton and libers 
e, and loves to range in the Latitude of ſenſual Plea- 
re, not within the Combaſe of Law and Regularity. 
Wow it you looſe the Rein, and give it the whole Line 
Duty to play in, twill break through. that Reſtraint, 
d carry you beyond it. For let me tell you, Appes 
e is not careſſed into Duty, but beaten into it, and 
ſons are not to be tam'd by Condeſcendence. Like 
e Mobile, the more Liberty you give em, the more 
ey ask ; they muſt be dieted and brought low, other- 
le they 11 fly in your Face. In fine, if you will not 
ve em ask what is unjuſt, refuſe em what is lawful 
es, Indulgence arms em, it gives em a * of 
their 


Fi 


2 

* 

5 0 
— 

F 

Sr, 


and Diſreſpects, though not Treaſons. f 
Sins. Now, whoſoever dare look a little Sin in the Fac 


Tins was ſent againſt the Gmbri, his Soldiers durſt nf 
look the Enemy in the Face; their Gygantick Staturſſ 


When they had beheld theſe barbarous Germans thredf 
Days from the Camp, their Spirits reviv'd, and thei 
© congealed Courage began to circulate through ever 
Vein; they not only fought em, but overcame. Juſt| 
a Man educated in the Principles of Chriſtianity, ca 
not think of the Breach of a Commandment -withou 
Trembling, without Convulſions; but then he ſlides int 
trivial Commiſſions: At firſt, a Damp ariſes over his St 


and Conſcience _ to ſlumber ; its Reproaches an 


| Doſe of Opium, and then it falls into a Lethargy ; an 
From whence comes this, but from your Principle, I. 


factions in an abſolute Obedience to their Maker's Wil 
and never allow Nature and Senſes any Play-days, tl 
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made their Incli nations their Law, nor Pleaſures the id 
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their own Power and your Weakneſs ; and then if each 
ſingle one be a Match for a Gant, who can reſiſt th 
whole Band drawn up in a Body? You boggle at great 
Sins, but ſwallow little ones without Scruple)or Remorſe;ſ 


Fou ſhut your Ears againſt, the inward. Calls of "God; 2 


race, and ſtruggle with his Inſpirations. All theſe thing 
are petty Quarrels with your Maker ;- * are Contempuſ 
In fine, they an 


without Horrour, will ſoon commit great ones with 
Pleaſure ; for they are both really Sins, and muſt bl 
repented of; the Difference lies only in the Greatneſs off 
the one ſide, and in the Littleneſs on the other. When Ms 


and barbarous Aſpe& cowd the Roman Bravery : Bu 


mach, he is crop- ſick, uneaſy, he continues on his Cour 


faint, its Strings ſcarce perceptible ; Cuſtom flings in 
when Man is once ariived at this Pitch of Inſenſibiliy 
he boggles at no Impiety ; he breaks through God's Cor 
mands, and wall ſoon ſtorm Hell to ſatisfy Paſha 
Gentlemen are not tied up to Vertue, Patience, Humilit | 
For did ſuch Gentlemen mortify Appetite, and cru 
Senſuality in the Cradle; did they place all their vat 


would not have broke open the Incloſures of Duty, i 
left all in common to Licenriouſneſs ; they had nei 


Boundaries of their Actions: For that Aphoriſm is, ml 
true, Nemo repente fit tur piſſimus, no Body jumps ig 
ul on the ſud lain ; Negligence and Diſttuſt weaken 90 In 


Commands, before we venture to break em. Now ſup- 
that this Obligation lies harder on Gentlemen. 

Firſt, They lie more in the reach of Temptation, 
than People of an inferiour Rank; more in view of the 
Enemy; their Circumſtances then require Vigilance ; 
they muſt ſtand Centinel, and place Out-Guards for 
fear of a Surprize. A poor Man that can ſcarce furniſh 
Neceſſaries for Life, has neither the Means nor Thought 
to pamper Luxury; Nature is work d down, and ra- 
ſcarce Live, much leſs Riot; Pride can't come at him, 
it muſt paſt through Muck, Smoak, and Penury to reach 
him. Now this Vice is too high ſtomach'd to ſtoop' ſo 


and 4 Man that daily ſees and feels nothing'but Want 


and Miſery, muſt be mad before he can be proud, or 
WW grow vain upon any fond Preſumption: Beſides, Appetite 


is ſo kept under by Neceſſity, that it can ſcarce crawl ; 
its very Deſires reach no higher than Bread to ſubdue 


Beaſts and Dunghils; ſo that whatevet they behold is 


emptation; and like a ſmall diſmantled Village, not 


s in Worth ſeizing. But Gentlemen ſtand the Mark of every 
A emptation, the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, ſeem 
bilo have enter'd a tripple League againſt them; they are 


he midſt of Plague and Infection, and can't take one 
dtep without meeting Danger, nor breath without ta- 
ing in Contagion; the World fawns on them; Paſſions 
erolt, and the Devil caſts Nets to enſnare them; fine 
r NAupights debauch the Eyes, Muſick the Ears, Ragous the 

Vil Laſte, Perfumes the Smell, and falſe Principles the Un- 
lerſtanding; Wine heats the Paſſions, and Delicacies put 
em in a Ferment; ſo that a Gentleman is beſet on all 
des ; each Vice batters his Conſtancy, and aſſaults his 


ntory ? He muſt raiſe Counter- Batteries, and diſmount 
ups Vihoſe Engines that play upon him; he muſt make a Sally, 
cn gad face Pride with Humility, Luxury with Continency, 
* Co 3 "ial Intem- 
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poſing all Men are oblig d to Vertue, it naturally follows, 


ther cries out for Reſt than Pleaſure. In ſhort, he can 


low, it loves not to lie on a Dunghil, or ſleep on Straw ; 


Hunger; and Cloaths to fence off Cold, and veil Naked- 
eſs. No ill Object paſſes through the poor Man's Eyes 
into the Heart; they draw in no Species, but thoſe of 


either rebating or innocent. In fine, they are below 


ark d out for a Slaughter and Sacrifice, they live in 


nnocence. Now, what way can he come off with Vi- 


mA 
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Intemperance with Sobriety, and Love of Pleaſure with 
that of Duty: In Morals as well as Phyſick Contraries 
alone defeat Contraries. Does not. Nature tell us, az 
well as Experience, that when the Attack is brisk and 
vigorous, the Place will infallibly be taken, unleſs the 
Defendant beat off Force with Force, and tire out the 
Aſſailants with Reſolution. . | 4 
_ Secondly, The Faults of the baſer ſort of Mankind are 
P:rſmal. They never ſpread; like an Apoplexy. they 
ſtrike but one; the Miſchief ends where it begun, and i 
one Life ſatisfies its Fury. But Gentlemen's Crimes be. 
come univerſal, like the Plague, they ſweep away whole I 
Families, and drive Mortality and Deſolation before em. 
For the vulgar are an apiſh Generation, they live on Imi- 
tation, and are carried away by the Example of Great 
ones, as the inferior Orbs by the Motion of the ſupe- 
rior; ſo that if a Maſter throws his Vices among the 
Family they are ſoon pick d up, and wore as Robes. of 
Honour. For Servants that know their Fortune depends 
on a Maſter's Smile, will not eaſily diſpleaſe him. They 
eye every Motion, ſtudy his Humour, and ftrike in with 
his In-lination; They applaud his Extravagancies firſt, 8 
and then adopt them by Practice. And thus by this abo- 
minable Complaiſance, Slaves oftentimes work them- 
ſelves into their Maſter's Favours, and not ſeldom into 
their Eſtates and Dignities. And then when Vice is ſo 
extravagantly rewarded, both with Eſtate and Pleaſure, 
when a Man can debauch himſelf into a competent For- 
tune, without other Charges or Expence, - than that of 
Conſcience, tis odds hel venture on the Enterprize. Ml 
Beſides, Sins ſupported with Eſcutcheon, and Title paſs Wl 
for Grandeur: Nay, and Vice at the Head of a pompous M;, 
Retinue is ofcen miſtaken for Vertue. For the Vulgar 
judge by the Eyes, not by Reaſon; and whatever ap- 
pears great, they conclude good, as if Glittering and Va- 
lue were Synonymous. Who has ſpread this Illuſion 
through the whole Maſs of theſe Morals, but the Nobi- 
lity? Gentlemen therefore, beſides the direct Obligati- 
on of Obedience they owe to God, they lie under a col- 
lateral one of Charity towards their Neighbours, and 
by conſequence, their Failings carry Scandal along with 
'em, as well as Diſobedience 5 fo that every Crime they 
commit may be call'd Lgiov. i 
e ; Eleube. 


The Gentleman Inſtructed. . 

Fleuthe. Tis time to take a little Breath, you'll over- 
heat your Lungs, and diſcompoſe your Fabrict. But pray, 
W Sir, under favour, are Maſter Gaolers,exoefficio? or muſt 
they be Bail for their Servants go04 Behaviour??? 
= £»ſeb. No, but then they muſt not be their Murderers. 
= FEleuthe. Why, I ſuppoſe you don't intend to caſt ſcans 
dalous Reflections upon the whole Progeny of Maſters? . 


Have a care, they may bring ati Action of Calumny a- 
T WH gainf you; tis dangerous for a ſingle Man to engage 
LEY ich Namens.... 
4 Eꝛnſeb. Let us not diſpute of the Name, I ſay you ſtab 
le Souls ; if this be not Murder, tis ſomething worſe ; and 
n. if our Laws take no Cognizance of it, Gods does. 
17 Eleutbe. What, Maſters muſt play the Chaplains to 
Al their Family, as V. N. did; they muſt on with the 
„ Sr plice and Tipper, and preach to the Text of Fifthh, 
he Be / oved,. is it ſo? Is our Brother gone aſtray? Tea verily 
of 0 Perdition. TVT 
ds Euſeb. Laughing and Drollery, are great Reliefs at a 
on- plut. I have often ſeen ſome in Converſation, when 
im their Stock of Reaſon was laid out, extream laviſh of 
bo ſuch Impertinencies. Leave the Pulpit to the Parſon, but 


reach within your own Walls; at leaſt by Example: 


had his is more perſuaſive than Words; tis within your 
at Sphere, within the Liberties of your Office and Obliga. 
10 tion too; or at leaſt ſhrowd your own Abominations un- 
Ie, i der a Cover; let them not take Air, | they'll fit more 
or eaſy on your Conſcience, and not entangle others; if 
| of you'll not couple together the Office 'of Chaplain and 

26. Maſter, don't that of Gentleman and Devil. ©» 

pals BY Fleurbe. I perceive by your Diſcourſe, that Gentlemen 


will not gain your good Will, unleſs they put on Fetters, 
gat I and fee their Keepers. Slavery is not ſo valuable a Bleſ- 
ap” WW ſing, as to be purchas'd. People often buy Liberty, but 
ſeldom Chains. I muſt ſtand forſooth upon Reſervedneſs 
ſion and Ceremony with my Lacquey or Groom, put a Re- 
obi- ¶ faint upon my Freedom, mure up my Mouth, and ſtifle 
att mirth, or elſe cry out, Fack, under Favour ! Or pray be 
col Wt .ſcandalizd ! Is not this tg put Jacł in the Coach, and 
perch my Lord behind it? to place Tom in the Parlour, | 
and bind over. Right Worſhipful to the Kitthen 2 In ſhort, 
rhe) ¶ Speculation and heory may approve your Morals, Pra- 
„lde cannot; We hire Mens Service, not their Devotion 
ut he. | "I x | ' Enſeh 
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dents vie the Standard of Right, and then in Am: 
Figure: and Mode it follows plain enough, that becauſe 


ternally miſerable by Law.. The Conſequence is. Logical 
enough, but not tos Chriſtian. However, if Hell have 


Quick Reſolutions are ſoon repented. 


ee eee e eee 


« . 


mended: them to the Pulpit. For J find thoſe Men are 


that are paſt enjoying it. Yet theſe falſe Devotees wil 
needs impoſe on Gentlemen, and ſet their Impotence 
as zLaw for others. 8 1 


Maſter of your Practice, though neither of us can com. 


mould not my Diſcourſe to an Humoriſt's Inclination, but 
my Tongue, not Adulation: If I have impoſed on you, 


| its ordinary Channel. To ftrike in with a Patient's Dif 
- 'Elenthe. Its true, but 1 would not be debarred of F. 


ling to condeſcend to an Agreement upon Honourabl 


Fuſeb. What? Will you ſtand upon Terms with you! 
Maker! and Article with your Creator? id eff, you! 


' 


4} 
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Euſeh Very well, according to your Caſuiſtiy, Prece- 
che fame 


Men damn themſelves, they do it juſtly, and we are e- 


ſuch wenderful Charms, run into its Embraces: But re- 
member there is no return; and look before you jump, 
elſe you may condemn your Folly, but not amend it. 


Eleutherius rye in a Heat, and walked. about the Room, 


Mind on bis Cheeks, _ 8 = 

Eleuthe. 1 love not thoſe ſevere Morals, they cow the 
Spirits, disjoint Converſation, and clog, Freedom. Spleen 
begot em, Melancholly nurs'd em, and Envy recom- 


the great Companions of Vertue, that are not able to 
be vicious; and thoſe declaim moſt, againſt Pleaſure 


Euſeb. Look ye, there is no harm done; you are ſtill 


mand Princtptes; theſe come not within the Precin& of 
your Liberty; are neither ſubje& to Change or Alterati- 
on; Semper idem, is their Motto. In a Word, Sir, | 


to the Rules of Truth. Judgment and Conviction move 1 
unmask the Impoſture ; if not, let good Humour run inf 


eaſe, is not Kindneſs but Cruelty; and I believe yo 
had rather be eaſed of a Diſtemper with Cologuintids,|f 
than to be ſent into the next World with Julepe. 


bow Room, not willingly fit in the Soc le, or be awe 
by a Groom or a Foot. Boy. I would not bid Defianct 
to Conſcience, nor War upon the Almighty. I am wit 


Conditions. 
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The Gentleman Inſtructed. SG 
vouchſafe: to be his Servant, provided he takes off all 
Reſtraint from Nature, and give you leave to live at 


grapple with * cl when, he commands you 
muſt obeys es- 
Eleut he. Right when be W che e is 
not de j ure, but de fatto, not whether he can- command 
theſe Trifles you ſpoke of, but whether he has commanded: 
'em. For in ſhort, we bawl upon the Topick of Vertue 
and Vice, and yet we ſcarce know what we would be at. 
For what one Country approves another condemns; and 
what deſerves the Halter under one Elevation merits a Fa- 
tent under another. The Lacedemoriians, rank d ſuhtil 
Thefts among the Vertues, and puniſh d your clumſy; 
Lurchers; as if the Sin conſiſted i = the Diſcovery alone. 
In other Places its an Act of Piety to feed heartily on a 
deceaſed Relation, and an unpardonable Crime to ule 
ver a Father over to the Mercy of Worms. . 
Eu ſeb. What do you mean? | . 
Eleuthe. I imean, that Good aud Evil, Right * 


er Wrong, Vertue an Vice, lie much in Fancy and Educa- 
an tion; achat Policy aud Cuſtom coin theſe different Noti- 
om ons. Why elſe is the ſame thing Good under one Meri - 


Idian, and Evil under another? Fopery in Italy, France 
and Spain is voted Orthodox; in England Heterodox., 


ir. beyond Seas Faſting and Celibacy are mexitorious, in En 

| but % Celibacy is Superſtitious, Vain and Hypocritical 
none o that in Concluſion, Good and Bad vary with the Cli- 
you, ate, and by Conſequence take their Being from Imagi- 


; mation, Intereſt, or civil Authority, unleſs you'll lay 
Die hat all Mens Reaſon is not of the ſame Species. 

e Euſeb. No doubt, you have harangued excellently on 
The Text of Libertiniſm; Why don t you confound, all 

Religions, as well as all Actions? -* | 
Nean. I believe he does: For if Vertue and Vice differ 
dnly in Name, Faith and Infidelity may eaſily be recon- 
iled, and then Mabomzetiſm may be be put in as good Fre?” 
1 0 enſions to Revelation as Chriſtianity. 
N Euſeh. Pri thee Fleutbherius, talk no more of Faith, of 
urch, of Religion; thy Breath ſmells rank enough to 
blow Truth, and to taint the Goſpel. 

Eleuthe. Adieu; my Buſineſs a upon me. Pray ler 
ur next Converſation be more palatable. 


E 3 m_— Euſch. 


. 


Diſcretion ? Fye, fye, Eleutherius, you are too weak to 
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Euſeb. By all means; well talk of Wine, Women, and 
Penſon Paſliet; theſe are palatable Topicks for Epicures 
and Scavingers, but not for Gentlemen and Chriſtians. 
Eleuthe. Gentlemen, your humble Servant. 

. Euſeb. You ſee, Neander, Elentheriuss univerſal Pra- 
ice, drawn up in ſhort; can Blindneſs, Stupidity and 

| Madneſs ſoar higher? Like crowned Victims theſe un- 
happy Creatures dance and ſing under the fatal Stroke 
without Concern, without Senſe of the Danger! They 
laugh and dfoll one Moment, and begin the next to weep 
eternally. Oh Frenzy! They Poſt in full Speed in the 
broad Way to Perdition, and will needs be told they ſpur 
to Heaven ! What Notions have theſe Men of the other 
World, who live ſo madly in this! Surely they fanſy the 
Soul flaſhes into nothing, when the Body falls into Duſt, 
and that they die like Beaſts, they live ſo like em. Yet 
theſe are your well bred Gentlemen, your Men of Parts 
and Merit: And indeed one muſt have extraordina : 
Ty Breeding to compliment our ſelves into Hell; one 


muſt be witty to Madneſs, and prudent to Folly, to con- 7 
trive our eternal Miſery ſo efficaciouſly. But ſeeing they e 


will not profit by our Inſtructions, let us, Neander, by 
their Stupidity : We'll leave them to themſelves ; their 
Vices can't damn us; both Glory and Puniſhment. are 
perſonal ; we have made 2 Day's Work of it; to motrow 
we ll proſecute the ſame Subject, exe. 
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DIALOGUE V 
A Proſecution on the Jame Subjeft, | 


A1 E Ee berius at his Return to his Lodging, grew un 
& eaſy and ſullen; the late Diſcourſe had alarm d 
© his Fears, and awak d his Conſcience, which began in 
good Earneſt to call him to an Account, and flung be- 

* fore him an ungrateful Journal of his Vices. The un- 
227 happy Gentleman was acquainted with ſuch Re. 

© proaches, he ſcarce underſtood the Language, and 

found in himſelf no Inclination to learn it. He thought 

r he had treated Conſcience ſo ill, it would not have the 

© Confidence to return; and indeed for ſeveral. Years be 

* heard no News of it; which made him ſulpect it was 


1 + Vf 
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© Jeceaſed, or had taken a Turn to the Indies for Di- 
„ rags ined ado agac „ hep eel 
ce §o that he knew not what to make of theſe unuſual 
ce Gripes, of theſe Aches of the Stomach. At firſt he ſu- 
e ſpected Euſebius had Intelligence with Satan; and cried 
e out for a Divine and Exorciſm. For why (ſaid he) cant 
© Potions conjure up from Hell the Devil of Fear, as well 
ce as Philtrums raiſe the Fury of Love? But he ſoon con- 
« feſs'd, the Devil's Buſineſs was to deaden Remorſe, 
« not to quicken it; to gag Conſcience, not to provoke 


© it into Clamours and Reproaches. ER T"2 
Though Exnſebizs had argued down the Gentleman's 
Under ſtanding, he made no Impreſſion upon his Will; 
*. though this Faculty be really blind, it affects Com- 
mand, and ſeldom fails to uſurp the Government en- 
„ taild on Reaſon, whenever it's ſeconded by the Re- 
Jl © bellious Mobile of unruly Paſſions. Hence it comes 
© that our Judgment generally ſtrikes in with our Incli- 
* nation, and ſeldom pronounces againſt our Intereſt 
ooo, vote on w ¶ ⁰—Fd T 244g 5 
* Eleutherins had been train'd up in the wild Princi- 
© ples of Libertinzſm ; and having taſted the Sweetneſs 
© of an uncontrouled Liberty, he found in himſelf no 
© Propenſion to enſlave his Reaſon to the Rules of Reve- 
lation, nor his Practice, to the Laws of Morality ; 
* wherefore he brib'd his Will to over-reach his Reaſon, 
* and very eagerly helpt on the Þypoſture. His Endea- 
« vour proved ſucceſsful; for in Spight of Conviction 
* he queſtioned the Arguments of Euſebius, and laid his 
s late Defeat on the Weakneſs of his own Abilities, not 
© on the Force of his Adverſaries Reaſons: and now 
* his Conſcience began to ſpeak in a lower Tone; it 
* npbraided him with a fainter Accent, and a kind of 
© Reſpe& ; nor did he doubt but a ſecond Conference 
fe would ſend it again beyond Sea but he would not 
leave the Cauſe to his own Management, but pitch 
* upon his Friends, a Barifter and a Gurtier, whom he 
* ſuppoſed to be mighty Wits, becauſe they laugh at 
* Piety to Scandal. The Deſign was laid handſomely, 
and had a promiſing Aſpect; for though the Lawyer 
managed his ill Tongue, the other was excellent at 
his Weapon, and ſo might puſh on the Cauſe with a 
4 iee] Point, as well as with a brazen Forehead. 
RNS Fre 4 "co 
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bim with Civility, and deſired him to expect he: 


e wedded to the World, enchanted with the preſent, | 
- < Afrer ſome uſual Civilities, Pray, Sir, | (aid ſhe) 
CY 
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agree upon the Point in Queſtion. 
Que Pons every Day; nay, we ſeldom are of the ſame 


Gall, without Paſfion, yea, without Senſe, he bears my 


Wy.” Euſeb. Madam, the Ns was, Whether the Gentry 


e Fleatberius next Morning defired Exſebizy to favour | 
© him with a Viſit in the apt”, he promiſed to meet 
© him at his Houſe, and put off Neander till the next 
te Day. He went at the time appointed, but found 
© only FEleutberiuss Lady at home, She received Exſe- 


. 


* Huzband's Returbs - {1 . nh I 
ee Shewas a Lady of; the Town, an Admirer of Eaſe, 
« and a; Mortal Enemy to Conſtraint, , One Part of the 
« Morning ſhe lay in her Bed, the other ſhe ſat at her 
ce Toylet. She ſpent the Evening either in receiving Vi. 

<« ſits, or returning em. Her Wit run before her Judg -. 

« menr, but her Tongue. diftanc' boch, In fine, be 
ce Thoughts ſoared not an Inch above Earth. She was 


4 


ce and unmindful of the future. 


give me leave to enquire what paſs'd between 'myli 
ce Husband and you Yeſterday, he return d in Diſorder; 
ce hope there was no Blood drawn. 
- Exfſeb, None: My Duelling-Days, Madam, are paſ, 
my Sword has ſlept, ſome Years in the Scabbard, and no 
thing but an extraordinary Occaſion ſhall releaſe it fron 
that Convgement. +; v0 i 7 arg 

Lady. Perchance, you bled his Pocket; Bleeding inf 
ſenſible to ſome Conſtitutions in that Vein; and I have 
ſeen Perſons who would let qut ſeven, Ounces of Blood 
with fewer Grimaces, than one of Silver. And indeed 
Elentber ius is of this Humour, his Money and Patienct 
g0fogethere : tones /t ndh go 36911 oak! 
Euſeb. We paſt the Afternoon in Diſcourſe, not in 
Play, and I ſuppoſe he took Pet becauſe we could not 


- 4 1 


Lady. You ſurprize me, Sir; he and 1 play at Gn 


mo 


Opinion: Yet you would take him for a Dove without 


Humour ſo tamely : Certainly yeu diſcuſs d a Matter of 
Impoxtance, to talk him into ſuch an extraordinary Dis 
femper. May! be ſo rude, as ta agk you the Subject df 
your Converſation? | bt; roar hs 


be por obligedpo pragtjce Chriſtian Vertues; and whetha 


thiy 


wth 


5 
e 


The: Gatlemen: Tnfliuded. $7 


is Precept be perfect, falls not as heavy on Lordi, and 
N — poſe de Chambres and Waiting Women 2 
Elenthcrius maintained the Non- obligation, and treated 
me with Heat and Paſſion, becauſe I would not give up 
the Goſpel to eſpouſe his Error. 

Lal Indeed, Sir, I do not enter into Men's Concerns, 
but 1 am of Opinion, that Precept reaches not our Sex. 
Our Conſtitution is delicate, ſoft and unattempting, more 
WT fit for Eaſe than Labour, and more inclinable to leafure 
than Pain. Beſides, Liberty i is our Favourite, and Con- 
ſtraint our mortal Enemy. The very Name of a Precept 
W chills our Blood, and the Obligation of a Command is 

an invinſible Temptation to tranſgreſs it. God therefore 
ſeeing our Nature unapt for Burden, cannot ſurely over 
charge it with Prohibitions or Commands. 

Euſeb. But I ſuppoſe, Madam, you have ſome Preten- 
ſions for Heaven; you hope to enjoy God in the NEXT 
World, as well as his Creatures in this, - 

Lady. TH endeavour to be happy here, cet 51 to Abe 
ſo N Surely, Sir, you don't take me for a Ja- 


bone ſe, without Soul, without r of a future 
no State? 
rom Eu ſeb, No, Madam; 3 butt of too much Liberty. of 
_ "WMPrinciple and Education too. But pray, how will. you 
g ü find God, unleſs you ſeek him? And how will you be re- 
have ceived into Heaven at your Death, unleſs you prepare 
ood the Way to it by Yertue in your Life . 


dee Our Saviour was pleaſed to aſſure Mankind; that the 
dene Way to Heaven is narrow and uneven: Perchance your 
+ | Ladyſhip has fallen upon a more convenient Road, and 
ot in intend to ride thither in a Coach and Six. 

Lach. L ſeek his Will in 2 r and his Preſence i in 
the Church, 
Euſeb. But do you alſo in your Actions? Alas, Ma- 
dam, the Knowledge of God's Commands will not fave 
you; and I ſuppoſe. many mourn in Hell, who ſometimes 
viſited the Church on a Sunday. You 6 tay Madam, the 
greateſt part of human Actions are of themſelves indiffe- 
rent, and take their Value from̃ the Intention: They muſt 
be directed to God's Honour, to benefit our Souls; and 
tend to his Glory, to forward our Salvation. May I be 
ſo bold, as to entreat your Ladyſhip to favour me with 
2 brief Account of the Method you uſe in the Qblation 
of Your Hons: 7 MER Lad). 
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Lady. Sir, I have not yet reſolved on a Confeſſor; I 
own no ſuch Obligation; and Tam not diſpoſed to Works 
of Supererogation; and therefore you muſt not ex 
to ſound my Conſcience, or to read my Thoughts. 
Enſeb. 1 confeſs, I am not quite furniſh'd for the Em. 
playment of Direction, and I had rather be condemn'd 
to the driving of Lyons, than to be leading of Beata, 
But however ſeeing you are pleaſed to refuſe me the Fa- 
vour I demanded, you will let me try, at leaf, if I can hit 
en'your:Merhedo +: 5 ime wo 550 * 11 
e OQmnipotent Eternal God | for thy ſake I intend to 
devote every Action of this Day to the World, with. 
s cout leaving one Thought for Heaven. My only Care 
© ſhall be to have none, and my only Study to avoid So- 
<« licitude. III glitter in Silks and Silver, and hang 
© Lordſhips in my Ears; tho' my Sons become Laquey,, i 
_ ©: my Daughters Chamber-maids, and my Husband faſts 
ce out my Bravery in the King's Bench, or the Marſhalſea. i 
< Til want nothing at Table bur Appetite, and rather 
e run upon Tick, than keep within the Bounds of Fru- 
© gality or Decency. After Dinner I] either give or re-. 
de turn Viſits, and entertain the Company at the Expence 
of Modeſty and Charity. And in the Evening Tl! 
« drive to Hide-Park, and from thence ſtrike off to a 
« Ball or a Comedy. IIl pleaſe thofe Gallants who pleaſe 
« me; and ſmile on thoſe who extol my rare Perfecti- 
ons. All this, O God! I offer up, 0. 
In good Earneſt, Madam, dare you banter the Af 
High at this monſtrous Rate? Would not ſuch an Offer. 
ing (like that of Cain) draw down a Curſe inſtead of 
I Bleifing ? What! do we ſeek God by trampling upon 
his Commands, and merit Heaven by deferving Hell! 
Or is not this a faithful Copy of your Practice? Is it not 
your Study, your Buſineſs, your only Employment to 
invent new Pleaſures, and then to enjoy em? Now, 
Madam; if you dare not offer up your Actions to God, IM; 
with what Face can you expect a Reward! Will he re 
compence Vice, and crown Impiety? Or have I miſre- 
1 your Conduct? Don't you rave after Pleaſure, 
Vanity, and Gallantry. ee © 952 
Lady. What then? N +1: 17 
| Euſeb. St. Paul is very poſitive, That 4 Woman that livet) 
in Pleaſure, is dead while ſhe live!h : She lives in Appes- 
9 | late, 


/ f 


ance, but is dead in Effect; ſhe has indeed the Life f 
Wenſe, but not that of Grace, and by conſequence will 
eever enj that of Glory. 919 5369 950 51H) n 3; 
Lady. Pray, Sir, cant a Woman wear fine Apparel 
ithout forfeiting her Robe of Innocence ? muſt ſhe riſe 
rom à full Table to ſuffer eternal Hunger? Muſt ſhe. be 
onvey'd from the Play-Houſe into a Place of Torments ? 
an'r we be happy in the next Wotld, unleſs we lie con- 
inually ſtretcht on Racks and Tortures in this. 
Euſeb. Our Bleſſed Saviour, Madam, ſhall be heard, 
k you pleaſe, upon this Point. Woe: be to the Rich, to 
boſe that alt, to thoſe that laugh. You have, Madam, 
plentiful Eſtate, you regale your Appetite, you laugh 
Wometimes at your Neighbour's Vertues, and as often at 
he Expence of his Reputation: Do not therefore our Sa- 
iours Maledictions concern your Ladyſhip? And will 
receive you in the next World with an Enge, who 
ikes you with a tripple Ve in this?? 
- Lady. You miſapply Scripture, to forge an Argument, 
ind play the declaiming Pedant + Is it a Sin to viſit the 
Play Houſe, to dance at a Ball, to have a comfortable 
175 a well | fatniſh'd Table, and upon Occaſion to 
mile 15 5TRr0- D309) THO 70 90rtg90f 5 4 
Enſeb. Tanſwes firſt, though, theſe Actions taken in 
Retail are not criminal, yet taken in a Lump they can't 
de innocent. For is it lawful, do you think, to conſe- 
rate all the Moments of your Life to Eaſe and Pleaſure, 
u careſs Paſſion, and court Senſuality, to make Satis- 
ation the Principle and End of all your Deſires. and 
ndeavours, and not to give Vertue the very Place of an 
cceſſory? What mean thoſe Precepts of Self-denial, of 
i ae of mortihh ing the Sallies f the Fleſh? De they 
tand for Gypbers in the Goſpel, ot were they made mere- 
y to tranſgreſs? Did the Son of God eſpouſe our Nature 
ith all its Infirmities? Did he ſuffer Hunger, Perſecu- 
tion, Whips; and Death, to purchaſe vs OY to be 
Irawn from Hide - Park to the Theatre, from thence to 
Balls and Feaſt? Did we come into the World to dance 
inuets and Ricadones ?- to ſing Airs either amorous or 
nchari table? 95 ie biss „„ 5 
Secondly, To ſee a Play that is either innocent or in- 
ſtructive, is no Sin. But then to fee five hundred Plays, 
that from the Prologue to the Epilogue, are either chr 


- 
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with Blaſphemy, or larded with Atheiſm, or embroide 
red with Smut and Ribaldry, is a Sin. Can a Chriftian 
with a ſafe Conſcience take Pleaſure in hearing the Name 
of his Redeemer reviled, in ſeeing every part of his cry» 
cified Saviour recrucified in horrid Oaths? Does a 
Qator of this ſecond' Cracifixion! bear him more Neve. 
rence, than thoſe of his firſt? Can you ſee without 2 
Crime, Vertue- brought every Evening to the Scaffold 
either as a Criminal or a Harlequin to be puniſh'd or hoot : 
ed at; and Vice tread the Stage, firſt with Pomp, and 
then go off with Reward ? Is it not a Sin to countenance 
one? And who countenances thoſe Scenes of Liberti- 
niſm but thoſe who pay the Players and applaud the Poet. 
I do not fay it's a Crime preciſely ts dance ſometime; 
at'a Bal, to ſing an Aire 4 la mode, to enjoy a fair Eſtate, 


RT 2-O: MY. en aa i, 
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to fit at a full Table, or to wear a gaudyh Mantua, if you 
clear Accounts with Merchants and Taylors. But, Ma, 
dam, theſe Amuſements are waited on by ſo violent, ſo 

provoking Temptations, that a Lady ſmitten (to Tran. 
ſport and Dotage with theſe Vanities) will certainly fal 


into many crying Offences, and by eonſequence draw 
down upon her ſinful Head both the Malédictions and 
Vengeance of our bleſſed Saviour. 
For alas! if the moſt watchful. are ſometimes. ſarpti- 
ed, are not thoſe in Danger who ſleep in the very Camp 
of their Enemies? If thoſe ' Chriſtians can ſearce' over 
come the Allurements of Vice, who conſine themſel ves to 
Retirement and Solitude; who check'/Appetite;who:baulr 
Paſſion, and crucify the Fleſh ; will thoſe withſtand the 
Attacks of Concupiſence, the Aſſaults of Satan, the 


> 4 


fawning Charms of the World, who inflame the Blood 


. 
: * 


with high Feeding, who embolden Paſſion by à criminal 
Conde ſcendence, and fooliſhly brave the Force of the 
Devil's battering Engines, without the Armour of Prayer, 
Humility, and Mortification? „im 11 its mn 
Lady. Pray; Sir, be pleaſed to cut ont fome Work for 
Ladies; ſet em a Task, regulate their Employment 
I ſuppoſe you'll: remove us at leaſt four Miles from Low Wl 1 
don, as the Government does on Occaſion” Papifts;' 0 
provide us with Wheels and Flax; or confine! us to the 
Dairy to make Cheeſe-Cakes and Cuſtards for the-Family- 
EF Eufeb. No, Madam, © Town-Air is proper for you! 
Complexion. I am not for Removal into the Campaign, 
N | BS 


you dote on:; Faſe is your: Darli waht? 
WT favourite Inelination; you muſt withdraw your Affecti- 


F ſecuted his former Diſcourſe thus. 
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nor for gracing your Ladyſhip with the Title of dpinſtreſs; 


- * 


(tho perchance the Law does) I am of no. levelling. Prin- 
ciples ; Quality has Prerogatives, and I would have you 
maintain em: But then if you are a Lady, you are alſo 
a Chriſtian, and muſt make good the CharaQter, id eſ, 
you muſt love thoſe very ine and hate thoſe 

your: Darling, and Pleaſure: your 
on from the one, and proſecute; the other with Averſion ; 
you pamper your Body to Exceſs, and careſs it almoſt 


Wo Idolatry; you muſt treat it like an Enemy; you muſt 
cut off all ſuperfluous Sollicitude, and ſtint it to what is 
merely neceſſary; your Equipage and Furniture muſt 


anſwer your Rank, not your 


anity ;, and you muſt 


W meaſure em alſo by your Husband's Eſtate, as well as by 


his Quality; you muſt educate your Children in the 
Fear of God, and give em Breeding ſuitable to theis 


Extraction. 


rer Ladyſhip flew our into « Paſſion; and d no 
ce Eleutherixs returned in the Nick of time, Euſebius 
© might have found by Experience, that good Counſel 


© is oftentimes ill received: But Eleuberiuss Preſence 


* conjured the Tempeſt. He begg d Exſebins's Pardon 
« for having diſappointed bins and told him ingenu- 
ce ouſly, he came from beating the Drum, to invite two 
Volunteers to continue the Combat, that they refu- 

© {ed $0-enter itt, nun oi io dow 
I Pray, Sir, replied Eaſelius let the Controverſy ſleep, 
© I have delivered my Opinion, if it jars with yours, 
© I cannot help. it; you are your own Maſter. After 
* ſome indifferent Diſcourſe, Euſebius returned Home, 
and the next Day gave a Viſit to Neander, and pro- 


7 


Euſebius inſtructs Neander in the Duries that regard 


Toucht briefly at our laſt Meeting the Branch of 
Chriſtian Duty that relates to God. "Il now 
e ee eee 
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ſumm up the moſt effential Parts of your Obligation to. 
wards your Neighbour. © Ci] 
Love your Neighbour, as your ſelf, ſays the Text; ani 
our bleſſed Redeemer aſſures us, that Love, Concord i 
and Union, are the moſt diſtinguiſhing Qualities of: 
Chriſtian. The primitive Believers ſet ſuch a Value ol 
this darling Vertue of God made Man, that one Hear 
ſeem d to animate all their Bodies, and one Soul to'g 
vern all their Actions: ſo that the very Heathens, 9 
hated their Religion, admired their Charity, and wen 
Forc'd to confefs, that nothing but a Divine Hand coul 
- ftrike that heavenly Concord from ſuch a Diſcord fl 
Humours, Inclinations, and Intereſtss. 
And leſt Self- Love might reſtrain the word Proxim 
as the Fews confine it, to Country-men, Friends, and Ne 
lations, our Saviour has been pleaſed to extend it to al 
Mankind; fo that without Diſtinction, without Limit 
tion, it takes in the whole Species. Whoſoever bean 
the Impreſs of God on his Forehead, though he can 
that of the Begff on his Heart, is ſtill our Neighbour 
No Diſtance of Place can cut off the Affinity, no Lengtt 
of Time can wear out the Obligation” ' 
Nor muſt this Divine Vertue only play on our Tongue 
or evaporate into genteel Diſcourſes, or ſmooth Compli 
ments wrapt up in Terms of Courtſhip ; no, it muſt nd 
end in Grimace or Ceremony; but ſtand the Teſt of N 
ction; fine Proteſtations of Kindneſs, too too often vel 
traiterous Deſigns, and fugar'd Words poiſonous In 
tentions: Nor is it a new Treachery to preſent ti 
Olive of Peace wich one Hand, and the Stiletto wil 
the other. | Fr e Fa 


_ * Chriſtian Charity taken in its full Latitude, implie 
Precepts both negative and N by thoſe you al 
moſt ſeverely forbid to contrive any Miſchief again 
your Neighbour ; by theſe you are commanded to be: 

uſeful to him as your Circumſtances permit, and I 
Neceſſities require. _ 5 | 


| Hence you muſt not invade your Neighbour's Honou 
nor make any Attempt upon his Reputation: A $00 
8 han 4 


Na 
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Name is no contemptible Treaſure ; the Wiſe Man pri- 
zes it above an Eſtate; it ſets off Birth, and gives an 
Air even to Poverty; it ſhines brighter than Wealth, and 
W ſparkles more than all the Tinſel Gawdry of Fortune; 
W it ſupports Grandeur, and ſweetens Misfortune. A Bank- 
| Wrupt that.has loſt his Coin, if he has not forfeited his 
Honour, has a Reſource at Commands Though his For- 
tune be fallen, he has a Fund to rebuild it on! But a Man 
vithout Honour is dead to all the Offices of Society and 
Commerce; now when his moral Capacity lies in the 
rave, his Phyſical one alone creates Miſery and Con- 
empt to himſelf; Sport for ſome, and Pity for others. 
(od has ſo entailed this Bleſſing to every Individual, 
What it's not at our Diſpoſal z we can neither make over 
Shis Property by Deed of Gift, Bill of Sale, or Mortgage 
t at Pleaſure. | Much leſs can any other Man lay any 
laim to it. You may commence a Suit of Law againſt 
ne, if you think Tam your Debtor; but you can't put 
1 2 Bill againſt my Honour. If I have wrong'd you, 
e for Satisfaction; ſtrain my Goods, but aſſail not my 
ad nne 3 oh. fer coy ant bag. - 
Yet, Good God | with what Freedom, with what 
oldneſs do we attack our Neighbour's Reputation? One 
ould think Fame, like bona adeſpota, Goods without 
ner, belonged to the firſt Invader. ior cs 
Detraction is univerſally the Diſcourſe 4-Ia- mode, not 
ly among the Frie, but alſo 2 the Nobility.” Our 
nverſatiens are begun and carried on at our Neigh- 
ur's Expence, and ſo we laugh and riot at Free-coſt; 
e drag out his moſt ſecret” Failings to the Bar, nay, , 
id hall em to Execution without Authority, without 
arrant, yes, with a greater Crime. _ 5 N 48 
Suppoſe his Crimes were real; what then? Who made 
Judges? Who commiſſioned us to hang the Delinquent 
Efe)? To proclaim on the: Houſe Tops what he 
mmitted in his Cloſet ? Though he has loſt his Honour © | 
the Sight of God, he ſtands fair in the Eſteem of Men, 
d has Right to continue ſo, till his Crimes betraythem- 
ves, and expoſe his Iniquity to the Publick: If he 
done ill, God will call him to a ſevere Account, but 
J auſt not intermeddle. It's our Duty to pity a Sin- 
Honor? and to pray for him, but not to upbraid hin. 
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q L only jeſted, (fays one.) But why muſt 1 pay for you 
= 3 ? I you publith my Faults in Jed, 50 | 
. | ſtab my Reputation in Earneſt, But beſides, by this ve 
= xy Excuſe, you acknowledge your ſelf a Fool; to provi 
4 your Innocence: For to jeſt, and to play the Fool, are in 

4 Practice ſynonymous. ud HEL OT 34, 20 


He is my Enemy, ſays another.) Did you inform the 
Company of this Circamſtance, you might perchance de 
tract more, and ſin leſs; for who believes an Enemy! 
On ſuch an Occaſion all goes for Satyr and InveRive, 
When the Heart is out of Tune, the Tongue never got 
right; but you whet and oyl your Darts, that they maj 
pierce deeper. You command me to conceal your Pall 
on; and then detect my Life to ſhew me for a Monſter; 
and thus you call in Arrifice to ſecond Malice, and mif 
© 2 your Wit, to ruin an Infiocent, and to enhance you 
But why am I your Enemy ? Becauſe I would not : 
 _ - ſolve to be your Dupe: Lou ſet Traps to enſnare me 
; 1 diſcovered the Ambuſcade, and had Wit to avoid it 
And thus you take the Liberty to beipatter my Fame 
becauſe you wanted Power to affront my Perſon:  _ 
Vet, though I am your Enemy, pou are not, I ſup 
poſe, an Infidel. If I have failed in my Duty, muſt yoi 
betray yours for Company ? You are a Chriſtian, and 
muſt therefore either forget or forgive. My Impiety car 
not warrant yours. Revenge is cauſa major, and only be 
longs to the Court of the moſt High. At his Bar alone 
we muſt plead our Cauſe, and — his upright Judy 
ment we muſt expect redreſs. e 214 2140 paul 
Ah, Dear, Neander! let us turn our Eyes homeward, 
and examine our own Conduct; we may perchance fin 
there Matter for Satyr, and Work for Repentance. Hen 
we may blame without Detraction, and condemn wid 
out Sin. But it's both mean and unchriſtian, (like Flies 
to hover about our Neighbour's Stores: Put a Centiſi 
over your Tongue; it's a ſlippery Member; Nature n 
framed it for Motion, and Malice has fitted it for a1 
Miſchief; a Child can ſet it a running, but all the Ford 
of Reaſon, all the Checks of Conſcience, are not able 
ep it in ite Gare. „„ 
But above all Things, be cautious and tender of Ladit 
Reputitions: A Woman's Honour, like her Sex, is { 
He % | | con 
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domplexion' d; the very Breath ſullies its Luſtre, and a 
Touch daſhes it in Pieces. Wounds made by theTongue, 

like the biting of Crocodiles) are above the healing 
70 of Balſam, and the Skill of Surgery. Quod den- 
tibus laceravit, nunquam ſanatur. An indiſcreet Word 
bolted out at Random, without Deſign, without Malice, 
oftentimes ſtabs the Fame of the Female Sex, and every 
Wond s ©! bo pon bs or ef ogy args 
My Blood has often curdled in my Veins, when I 
heard Gentlemen magnify their infamous Conqueſts, and 
raiſe cruel Trophies on the Ruins of Women's Honour: 1 
had not Patience to hear the Bravades, nor Power to 
hinder em. What will theſe People bluſh at, (thought 
I) who proclaim. their Infamy, and promulge their 
Shame? Certainly they muſt think it a fine thing to be 
a Monſter, why elſe do they triumph in Lewdneſs, and 
ſport-withiDebagcherf?. 8 
Theſe mighty Victories are either real or pretended 3 
if real, can fanſy frame any thing more diſingenuous, 
more diabolical, than firſt ro wheedle a Lady out of her 
Innocence, and then to proſtitute her Honour to the wan- 
ton Caprice of a Club of Reprobates, who will not fail 
to diſcover her Shame at the-next Rendezvous, and to 
multiply their own Crimes by lampooning hers ? Here 
is a Brace of Sins, both ſmell ſtrong. of Malice, both 
torebode Mam apagede ] ũè ]⅛ĩ] dd foes ems eo fr 
If pretended only, the Crime is yet of a deeper Die; 
'tis of a more formidable Aſpect, of a more gygantick 
Size: Here is Innocence at the Block, and Guilt com- 
mits the Murder. 


Judy 


wail I know in the next World God will call to a moſt 
e fulſſhſevere Account, theſe. Chriſtian Canibals, that welter in 
Fei Blood, and (like famiſh'd Wolves) worry their own Spe- 
wing ies. But I would: have the Wiſdom of the Nation make 
Flie/Mſome Proviſion againſt: ſuch brutal, ſach, inhumane At- 


111106 
ure ha 
or all 
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able. 


empts. Why ſhall a High-way-man hang. for taking 
my Purſe, and a Rake go unpunith'd, who invades my 
Honour ? Why ſhall a Rape upon a Woman's Body be 
revenged with a Halter, and Violence upon her Fame 

be rewarded with Applauſe? If che Faults be greater, 
' Wy are not the Puniſhments at leaſt equal? Why is 
Ladichpbere not a Reſtraint on the Tongue, as well as on the 
is Hands? Is it becauſe it's leſs capable of Diſcipline? 

col 4 3 | | F | What, 
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Law and Diſcipline; they ſhould be clapt in the Pound, 


tion at the Expence of their own? Will they ſet a dif: t 


by the Laws of God and Nature, the Offender lies un- 


Ahblatum. Now the Detractor rifles his Neighbour's Ho- 
nour, he blaſts his Reputation, he muſt therefore make 


hd 
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What, muſt the Greatneſs of the Miſchief be a Plea fox 
Impunity ? Becauſe this puny petulant Member commits 


more diſmal Crimes than our whole Body, muſt it en- 
Py a more uncontroll'd Liberty? I would 


. have theſe 
Beaſts of Prey fore d out of Savageneſs and Cruelty by 


or cooled with a hot Iron: or at leaſt we ſhould keep in 
Pay a Brigade of Hunters to ferret our Defamators, and 
to clear the Nation of this noxious Vermin, as once 
we did of Wolves: But I fear the Diſtemper is paſt Cure; 
thoſe who are infected, carry the Contagion to the 
Grave. Not one in a thouſand repents. | © | 
 Nean. Why ſo? Is Detraction one of thoſe Sins that BW ; 
are neither pardoned in this Life nor the other? True 
Sorrow is a Catholicon; an univerſal Salve for all the 
Wounds of Conſcience © © © f: 
En ſeb. Right, true Repentance has a kind of Omnipo- 2 
tence; it diſarms divine Juſtice, and turns God into Mer- b 

cy, but then it muſt be true, real, ſincere. Now, do ye 
d 


think theſe Men of Honour (as they are pleaſed to ſtile. 


themſelves) will ever reſolve to repair a ruin'& Reputa- WI V 


Jointed Fame at their own Charge? No, noi! 
NMean. Can't I re- inſtate # Man in the juſt Poſſeſſion of Mer 


his Honour, without forfeiting my on? Expreſs your ſti 


Mind clearer, I conceive not what you would be at. & 
Euſeb. Detraction is a Sin againſt Juſtice, and therefore ¶ a 


der an indiſpenſible Obligation of indemnifying the in. 
Jar'd Perſon. Non remittitur peccatum, done re ſtitualm 


good the Loſs; and as the Tongue is guilty of the Theft, Fa 
ſo it muſt make Satisfaction. For the Wounds of He- Ne 


nour are only heal'd by the Inſtrument that made em- 
The Criminal muſt acknowledge his Fault, he muſt con- 
feſs that Paſſion run away with his Reaſon; chat Mu. 
lice carried him beyond his Duty, and Truth alſo; that 
what he laid to his Neighbour's Charge, was hatch d in 
his -own Brain, or taken upon Credit; and if a bare 
Aſſeveration will not do the Work, he muſt back his 
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himſelf the Lye? Fleſh and Blood cannot practice ſuch 


rigorous Morals; the Remedy is worſe than the Diſeaſe ; 
and if your Caſuiſtry be Oxthodax, it's eaſier for a Camel 


U 
1 


to enter into Heaven. 


Evil, than the greateſt Infaämy; and J hold it much more 
eaſy to bluſh for an Aſperſion, than to burn for it eter. 
JJJJJJ%%b mD! OD Tag Ct AF 1G eat 

$ Rady Don't Men charge up to the Cannon's Mouth 
to gain Honour, and leave their Bodies in the Breach to 
be carried off with Applauſe ? Nay; do they not often- 
times march up to the Out- works of Hell, to maintain 
their purchaſed Reputation ? Can you therefore think, 


buy Pardon at the Expence of their Honour? 
Euſeb. The 


The Qneſtion (dear Neander) is not what Men 
do, nor what Men will do, but what they ſhould do. 
Were Practice the Standard of Duty, we might reform 
the Goſpel, as well as the Kalendar ; we might turn 


enneſs and Whoredom, upon Juſtice, Sobriety, and Cha- 
ſity : For it's certain theſe Vertues are inviſible in Pra- 
ctice, and thoſe Vices are too too faſhionable. But, Ne- 


they cannot leſſen it. 


2 nolt me tangere; the leaſt Attempt upon this darling 


thinks, the Inclination we have to conſerve our own 
Fame, ſhould inſpire ſome Tenderneſs for that of our 
Neighbour. For have we not Reaſon. to ſuppoſe he is 
no leſs acquainted with the Value of this ineftimable 


willing to expoſe it to the Mercy of petulant Tongues ? 
Perchance, Neander, T rate it to the Height of its 


Grain of his Divine Grace out. weighs a Tun of a Hector 
Reputation. In a Word, I would live an Age under the 
Stroaks of the moſt picquant Diſgrace, I would ſheath 


either 


' Nean. This is ſevere: What, muſt a Gentleman give _ 


to paſs through the Eye of a Needle, than for a Detractor 


Euſeb. Under Favour, Neander, the leaſt Sin is a greater 


that thoſe Bravoes, who tremble more at the Shadow of 
a Diſgrace, than at all the Terrors of Damnation, will 


thoſe Woes God has pronounced againſt Injuſtice, Drunk- 
ander, though Cuſtom and Practice may enhance Guilt, 


Men are fond of Honour to Madneſs and Frenzy. 18 


Folly is often revenged with Murder. But then, me- 


Treaſure, than our ſelves, and that he would be as un- 


Worth, yet I give God's Favout the Preference: One 


in my Breaſt all the Darts of * Envy, and Poverty, 


# 
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tisfaction? The Name of a Chriſtian is glorious ; how 


be honourable, the Practice of it cannot be ſhameful, 


ed on by Infamy, as it is by Remorſe ; and Repentance 


Repentance is an honeſt Act; it's worthy of a Man, and 


curing it. 


commands Fear, Boldneſs is Temerity and Folly: It 


either to die Innocent, or Repent; for all theſe Miſe: 
ries are fleeting and tranſitory ; but the Reward of Ver- 
tue, and the Puniſhment of Vice, are both eternal. If 
therefore your Men of Honour will rather ſtand by their 
Crimes, than recant, I would have em train'd up in the 
Diſcipline of Bedlam; a Switch is the beſt Remedy a- 
gainſt Madneſss. . 

Beſides, why is an humble Confeſſion a degrading Sa- 


then can the Duty lie under Reproach ? If the Profeſſion 


Why then do we tremble at ows, and run from 
Monſters that take their Deformity from Imagination? 

I did not bluſh to wound my Neighbour's good Name; 
why ſhould I be aſhamed to heal it? Sin ſhould be wait. 


thould be accompanied by Glory; but by a ſtrange 
Legerdemain, the Devil has turn'd the Tables, and tack'l 
Shame ts this, and Impudence to that: But however, 


the indiſpenſible Duty of a Chriſtian ; why then ſhould 
it fear a Witneſs ? The Difference between good and ill 
Men lies not in the Eſteem of Vertue, bur in the Pn. 
ctice; for. both equally value it. Bur the firſt only poſleſs 
it, becauſe the others will not go to the Charge of pro. 
Nean. Pray, is not Fear. clowniſh Vice; a Female 
Weakneſs? Does it not fit ungenteelly on Quality! 
Now what can bring a Gentleman to the Bar, and clay 
him on his Knees, with à Pray forgive me in his Mouth, 
but this mean Pallion ?. 5 „ 
Euſeb. You are miſtaken ; Cowardice and Fear an 
neither ſynonymous in Philoſophy, nor Morals : That 
is always a Vice, this is often a Vertue. When Prudence 


Cowardice to deſpond and ſink under a Danger, thal 
Valour can ſubdue ; but it's Raſhneſs to engage with 
one above the Strength of Humane Force. Has the 
a Gentleman leſs Courage, becauſe he trembles at the im 
partial Juſtice of an enraged Deity ? Becaufe he dire 
not wreſtle with the Omnipotent, or ftand the ſhock of 
his Firy ? Becauſe he'll rather repent than die in OM 
ſtinacy, and rather return tohis Duty, than ſuffer eternal ol 
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y for tranſgreſſing it? Neander, let not the wild Noti- 
ons of our pretended Gentlemen be your Guides: their 
Principles are as corrupt as their Practice, and their 
Reaſon is as bad as their Conſcience. | KA 
Nean. Are you not a Member of the Port-Royal 
Eaſeb. Why do you ask this Qneftion? 6 


0 Nean. I am told they are mighty Patrons de la morale 
n Wl ſevere , they preach up Rigour to ſuch an exorbitant 
J. Height, that one would think God's great Prerogative 
Mercy, was either wore out, or extinct. Your Morals 


have a Flavour of Rigoriſm; they are ſowr, moroſe, ill- 
natur d, and call for a Dram of Charity. For look ye, 
Sir, Detraction (as the World goes) is no Phantaſm, it's 
a very real thing, and keeps good Company : This alone, 
pours Life into Converſation ; it quickens Diſcourſe ; 
(0 vithout it Mirth would languiſh, and good Humour 
ſleep. ' I have ſeen your Seventh. form Wits, as mute, 
(as if their Mouths were padlockd ) when any ſerious 
and innocent Subject came in their Way; but when 
their Neighbour's Conduct was brought before em, their 
Tongues run before their Conſcience; they would take 
his Life in Pieces, they would rip up his Breaſt, diſſect 
his Thoughts, and then draw Demonſtrations from mere 
Conjectures; they would hand his Reputation about 
the Table, till it fell to the Ground, and blow over it, 
till it ſmell as rank as the Breath that cauſed the Stench, 
and diſgorged the Infection, Notwithſtanding theſe Peo- 
ple hoped to be ſaved, without ſtooping to the Satisfac- 
[tion you ſpeak of. In ſhort, every Man endeavours by 
Detraction and Out-rage to undermine his Brother's 
Fame, and no Man ſo' much as thinks of repairing it. 


enceWNay, I never heard the Clergy recommend it to dying 
Ir crſons.as a Duty; but either as an Act of Decency, or 
chal? Edification. Can I ſuppoſe you are better informed 

with Pra ſtrict Obligation than the Miniſtry ? or better vers'd 


n Caſuiſtry 
Body. Wo LS 5 ; | 
Euſeb. I remember when ſtigmatized Villains with Nar- 
ck dMWatives and Diſcoveries. libelled honeſt Patriots into 
Oer gate, and cut off their Honours and Lives with Fears 
ind ſealouſies; when they ſowed the Innocent in Bear- 
ins, and then ſet all the Beagles of the Faction about 


"than Divines ? Euſebius, let us damn no 
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their Ears; when they profaned Bailies with Perjuriey, 
and butchered their Fellow- Subjects Fame at the Bar, t 
quarter their Bodies at Tyburn. Theſe Knights of the 
Poſt flung not up, I ſuppoſe, their Pretenſions to Heaven; 
Tho I have nor ſeen any Recantation; yet I am ſure, 
unleſs God nulls all the Laws of Nature, and calls in the 
Goſpel, or iſſues out under his great Seal an Amneſty, 
they'll fall ſhort of their ExpeQation. 1 
I I confeſs, this Diſeaſe of the Tongue is Epidemical; 
the Uſe of Speech has ſo ſwerved from its original Inſti: 
tution, that it's become an Incumbrance and a Snare to 
Mankind. I look upon the Faculty rather as a Penalty,” 
than a Prerogative ; and were we diveſted of it, though 
we ſhould be unfit for Converſation, we might hope to 
be more innocent. Now, whether our Calumniator 
hope to be faved, is a Queſtion, I am apt to believe 
their Religion and Conſcience are of a Piece, and that 
they confine their Fears, Hopes, and Deſires, within the 
Compaſs of this World: For certainly, the Dread of e- 
_ ternal Fire might cool their Paſſions, and check their 
Malice. Where they perſuaded of another World, would 
they not fall with more Scruple, and rife with more Vi- 
our ? Bur if they hope for Salvation without Satisfac: 
tion, they build, on a Jecoieful Bottom, FT 
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Meander, Once more let me adviſe you to be tender df 
nobles ages Honour. Give Ear to the Voice of 

ature, that commands you to do 4s you would be done 
by : You can't chuſe but hear this juſt, this equitable] 
Admonition, unleſs we ſtop our Ears, and caft Reaſon 


into a mortal Lethargy; nay, we muſt approve the 
Counſel, fo that we can neither plead. Ignorance nor 
Impotence. And certainly a ſick Man deſerves rather 
Laughter than Pity, that will rather ſtruggle with a Dif 
eaſe, and groan, under the Pangs of a burning, Fever, 
than apply a Remedy. 2 5 „ 
Vet after all, I grant a disjointed Reputation is no 
eaſily ſet; and therefore I beſeech you, to avoid a Mil 
chief, that draws after it ſuch a diſmal Conſequence 
If other Men have a mind to be eternally miſerable, let 
em have that Satisfaction; but be not fo ill adviſed, 
as to wait on em. Should a Man put Fire to his Houſe 
or leap into a boiling Caldron, the Frolick would ſcarc 


go round. Yet certainly, thoſe that break in upon ano 
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ther Man's good Name, and never reſolve to repair the 
| Injury, hazard a thing more precious than a Houſe or 
Life. Why therefore ſhall we refuſe to comply in one 
= Caſe; and nob 36 the ether? 7) or toon 
I have made a ſhort Survey of Detraction, and laid be- 
fore you a faint Proſpect of its dangerous Conſequences : 
But it avails not the Patient to know the Nature of his 
Diſtemper, unleſs he be told the Remedy. I will there- 
fore preſcribe a Recipe. Certainly the Phyſician's Me- 
thod is applicable to Diſeaſes of the Soul, no leſs than to 
thoſe of the Body. We muſt ſtrike at the Cauſe, before 
we can hope to maſter the Effect. Now if we trace De- 
traction up to its Origin, we ſhall find it ſpring from 
Pride and Envy: For its a kind of Apoſteme that lies at 
the Heart, and breaks out at the Mouth. FLO. 
Though all Sins have a Flavqur of Pride, yet Detrac- 
tion has a greater Doſe of this bad Humour than ordi- 
nary. It's the chief Ingredient of this outragious Crime; 
it -diſcompoſes the Stomach, and then immediately gives 
the Heart- burning; and then the Tongue, which is its 
Index, als ante Diſorders. A Man ſmitten, like young 
'Narcifſus, with his own Excellencies, looks down from 
the Pinacle of his ſoaring Conceit, on other Mortals, as 
Vaſſals; he fanſies Praiſe is a Inheritance entailed on his 
Merit; that either to reſpe& or honour another, is to 
invade his Property, and to ſet againſt him an uſurping 
Competitor: Hence he runs in Queſt of a Foil, to make 
his own Perfections appear more gawdy, and ſparkle 
with more Eclat. Now what can give a more charm- 
ing Turn to his ſuppoſed Talent, than his Rival's Fol- 
ly? Hence he rallies up in a Body all the Auxiliary 
Forces of Anger and Revenge; he takes the Field, and 
maraudes upon his Fame; he diſſes the poor Creature's 
Actions, and expoſes the whole Anatomy of his pri- 
vate Tranſgreſſions to the View and Cenſure of the pub- 
lick. For he wiſely fanſies, that the Fabrick of his Va- 
nity will ſtand unmoveable on the Ruins of a Rival's Re- 
putation, Did the Breaſts of the proud and haughty- 
minded Men lie open to Sight; could we rifle all the 
abſtruſe and dark Receſſes of their Hearts, what Sallies 
of Joy ſhould we diſcover at the moſt innocent Over- 
lights of a Competitor? And then, whoever crows withe 
in at the Misfortune, will proclaim it at the firſt _ 
1 E on; 
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- only Individual of your Species 3 thoſe Qualities you W 
8 are mere Gratuities, the Effects of God's Libera. WI 


therefore for you who can lay Claim to nothing, to en- 
ters his Favours where he pleaſes; and if he provides i 
good? Muſt you caſt a malicious Glance on another, be- 
cauſe he has received ſome Marks of his great Makers 


People's Advantages, but enjoy your own with Thank 


_ Caſtles of Greatneſs, to create to your ſelf a real Tor. 


ſening his Parts or Conduct, you burleſque your own; 
but then if you complain, and curſe in a Corner, you 
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fion : For Joy, like Grief, is a ſtifling Humour, unlef 
it throws off the Oppreſſio s. 

If therefore you defire to ſpeak ill of no Rody, think 
not too well of your ſelf; ſet not too exorbitant a Price 
upon your Merits; remember you are no Phœnix, the 


lity, not of your Deſerts; you had no right to be, much 
leſs to be great, beautiful, or rich, Is it not Madneſs 


roſs all the Gifts of Nature and Fortune? Think not, 
od has exhauſted his Treaſure on you alone; he ſcat 


more plentifully for your Neighbour than for you, why 
do you complain ? Muſt you be evil, becauſe God;is 


Kindneſs ? Diſcompoſe not your Thoughts for other 


fulneſs. Fix juſt Bounds to your Deſires, as well as to, 
your Undertakings, otherwiſe you'll rear up imaginary 


ment. . „ 1 
But if you will contend for an honourable Poſt, ma- b 
nage the Conteſt fairly; puſh on your Pretenſions with ſh 
Vertue and Generoſity. Let Merit bear away the Prize, 

not Outrage, and if your Rival carry off the Advantage, 

rather applaud the Conqueſt, than revile him. By leſ - 


only betray your Importance, IIl-Nature, and Impiety; 
in fine, look at your Failings and his through the ſame 
Glaſs, and you'll ſee an humbling Spe&acle ; you'll be- 
Hold ſo many Objects worthy of Blame, that you'll have 
no e Stomach to cenſure others. l 
nvy is the ſecond Source of Detraction. This is an 
ill-natur'd Vice, it loves ill for ill's ſake, and takes Plea- 
ſure in Torment; it's a kind of Turn- ley by Birth, and an 
Executioner by Profeſſion ; it feeds on Stench, and ſacks 
Rats bane from Palms, and Infection from Perfumes ; it 
never does a good Turn, but when it deſigns an ill one; 
and ſeldom takes Things by the right Handle; Miſchief 
makes up its Employment, Plagues and Famines are iu 
| —— Direrſies 
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Diverſion, its Smiles are like blazing Comets, which 
either hatch. Treaſon, or erg it. What Wonder, if 
2 Man poſleſs'd by this Fiend plays the Devil, who is 
ſurnamed Accu ſator Fratrum |! 5 bl LOS 
But though any Miſchief lies within the Reach of an 
WW envious Man's Wiſh, many are removed out of the Verge 
of his Power: Some move too high to be ſhot at, others 
too low; but neither Place nor Station is a ſufficientFence 
againſt the Tongue. A Dwarf may engage with a Cyant 
at this Weapon, or a Clown with a Lord. And for this 
© Reaſon, when the envious Man can't come at hisAntago- 
Wnift's Perſon, he ſets upon his good Name, and falls foul 
W upon his Honour; and when by the Help of keen Satyr 
Wand falſe Glaſſes, he has beat down the Out-works that 
fenc'd his Fortuhe from Inſult and Ruin, he draws his 
Cannon nearer, and raiſes Batteries againſt his Grandeur 
Jand Eftate that ſupport it: For he knows that the beſt 
built Fortune can't be ſtable, when Reputation (that 
propt it) is removed. Thus we ſee Socrates kept his 
Ground, and even triumphed over the Calumnies of his 
Accuſers, whilſt his Reputation interpoſed. But when 
„Ja buffooning Comedian droll'd him into Contempt, he 
Nappear'd no leſs guilty before the. Judges, than deſpica- 
ble on the Stage. So that in Concluſion Envy found 
ich nim guilty, and the Senate pronounced the Sentence. 


* 


ice. Intereſt is more powerful thai Reaſon. We dote 
n Pleaſure, and run from Pain by the Inſtinct of Nature. 
ho will not rather chuſe a Priſon with Satisfaction, than 
E Palace with Torment? But an envious Man, inſtead 
f following the Current of Nature, bears up againſt it. 
Wc labours for labours ſake, and drudges for the mere 
Expectation of Miſery. He leads the Life of Cain, haunt» 
d with the Spectres of his own Crimes from within, 
and with a thouſand Jealouſies from abroad; other Peo- 
ples Happineſs creates his Torments ; their Proſperity 
pnaws his Entrails, and his Impotence, to over-caſt the 
dun-thine of their Fortune, claps him on the Wheel. 
Now a Man that can fall in Love with Pain, and court 
Diſquiet, muſt not be caſt in the fame Mould that 
other Mortals are: And therefore I ſhould think it as 
aly to diſſuade People from Envy, as from vaulting 
own a Precipicſe. e 
But 


Methinks it's ſuperfluous to diſſuade a Man from this 
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But beſides, a Man that envies others, is always paid 
in the ſame Coin; his Honour will be as roughly handled; 
when one conteſts with Multitudes, he ſtands on the low. i 
er Ground, and fights at a Diſadvantage. This is. the 
envious Man's Caſe. For he can't but know the diſinge- 
nuous Deſcants on others Actions, will reach the Ears of 
the offended Perſons. Defaming Reports have a min- 
culous Sympathy with thoſe that Diſtance of Place is not 
able to dead the Echo; they rebound from Tongue to 
Tongue, are toſſed from Hand to Hand, till they come 
to the Knowledge of the Injur'd; and generally (like 
Snow-Balls) they encreaſe in the Journey. What a gra- 
ting Noiſe then will they make in the Ears of the defa-WF 
med Perſon? Will not he think of Repriſals? Will he 
not treat your Honour with as little Regard as you have 
his? And God ſend ſuch an eaſy Satisfaction may a, 
| Grage his Reſentment, When Men fir Judges in the in 
own Cauſe, they make the Bills of Loſſes and Damage 
riſe high; who knows but they may demand Blood, 
and facrifice your Life to the Manes of their murder 
Reputation? . „ 

In fine, Neander, remember you muſt die. When Death 
hath ſeated-your Eyes, you'll find all the Darts of the 
Tongue ſhot at your Neighbour, ſtick in your own Soul; 
youll feel the Smart, but will find no Lenitive, no Cure: 

Why then ſhall we run headlong into thoſe Crimes wei 

muſt either deplore here, or burn for hereafter ? Let us 

look before us, and not like Beaſts follow the mere Im: 

preſſions of Paſſion. Let us ſhow we are Men, not by 

our Vices, but by our Vertues. To have Reafon; and 

to act againſt it, is to debaſe our Species. 8 

55 1 1 

As God has fenced our Neighbqur's Fame, fo he ha! 
been careful to guard his Poſſeſſions againſt all the At 
tempts of Ayarice and Injuſtice. Non furaberis, ſays ht, 
In the Decalogue, Thou ſhalt not ſteal ; and then he threa 
tens the Criminal with the Sentence of his high Diſples 
ſure, unleſs he cancels the Tranſgreſſion with a ſincere 
_ Repentance. I apprehend, Neander, ſome Gentlemel 
miſtake this Command: They fanſy it reaches only Pads 
Cut-purſes, or High-way-men : But this is a Miſtake; i 
rakes in all who a@ againtt the Laws of Juſtice; and f 
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his Reaſon, I fear, that many who hang at Hburn, are 
fren leſs criminal, than ſome of thoſe who ſtand Specta- 
ors of the Tragedy, or perchance who far on the Bench. 
or in all Kingdoms, Laws are (as Solon faid) like Cob- 
Webs, that hamper ſmall Flies, whilſt the greater break 
Whorough em. Poor People bear the Puniſhment of In- 
Wuſtice, and great ones carry off in Triumph both Plea- 
ure and Profit, Theſe are too big for Execution, though 
ot for Guilt. They can ſue for an indigent Neighbour's 
Field, becauſe it lies conveniently, and perſuade the 
udges they have. more Right, becauſe they have more 
Money and Credit. The Luſtre of Gold often dazles 
Lawyers out of Conſcience, and juſt Poſſeſſors out of 
Lordſhips. Right ebbs and flows by the ſecret Influ- 
Fence of Gaineas, For let me tell you, Neander, the 
Wſuſtice, of a Cauſe ſprouts up, and thrives miraculouſly 
nder a Fee, 5 RY; 


he World, they loſe it at God's high Court of Juſtice, 


heſe Over-reachers and Cut-purſes ; but that they are 
en times more criminal. Among the Lacedemonians 2 
lear Theft paſs'd for a Vertue. Are not ſome Chriſtians 
f the fame Perſuaſion ? But for all that, though a Spar- 
4 Jury might poſſibly find em not guilty, they'd find no 

ach Indulgence in the Vale of Fehboſhapbat. | 
I never yet underſtood, how Sollicitations, and Recom- 


In nendations of Cauſes to the Judges, how double and tri- 
t " Wlc Fees could be well reconciled with this Law, Thon 


alt not ſteal e For either you doubt of the Integrity of 


dal on the Face of the Government; you arraign either 
the Capacity or the Integrity of the Prince; i. e. you 
ſuſpect he wants Judgment in the Choice of Magiſtrates, 


zeſpectful, raſh, and highly unchriſtian, + - + 
But beſides, if really you doubt of the Judges Inte- 
prity, your Conduct is fooliſh. For if a Judge will ſell a 
favourable Sentence to the Plaintiff, he'll be no leſs kind 
0 the Defendant, if he out-bids him. A Man then thould 
de firſt ſure of Succeſs, before he parts with his Money 
"Wotherwiſe he will be gulled out of his Pretenſions, an 

We) for his Diſappointment. „ 
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the Bench, or you do not. If the firſt, you caſt a Scan- 


or has advanced on purpoſe thoſe who would betray the 
Property of the Subject. Now ſuch an Innuendo is diſ- 
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yt 


But though theſe Men carry the Suit in the Eyes of 


and their Souls alſo ; nor is there any Difference between 


Again, | 
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Again, this Practice runs quite counter to all the Di? 
tates of Conſcience and Juſtice. For if Gain and Inte. 
reſt be a Magiſtrate's weak fide, if I know he meaſure 
Right by the Weight of Silver, and barters Law for Mo- 
ney, can I pamper his Inclination, or feed his corrupt 
Appetite; or ſtrike in with his ſinful Diſtemper ? No 
more, certainly, than I can with a ſafe Conſcience pul 
him down a Precipice ; for if it be a Sin to permit one, i 
when, I can hinder it, is it not a Sin to perſuade a Crime; 

' nay, to buy one? * 6 4 


- 


If the ſecond; i. e. If you ſuppoſe your Bulinefs lis 
in the Hands of upright Men, that ſquare their Verdich 
by the Laws, not by Partiality and Favour, why are youll 
eternally upon the Hoof? Why do you tire them and 

your ſelf too with tedious Applications? Why do you 

drain your Pockets to enrich Pettifoggers and Attornies! 
This Trouble is ſuperfluous, and the Expence unneedful. 
So OOF Ds Sir, the Conduct is either unprofitable ai 
V Bp „ 
But if you doubt in your Cauſe, let it fall, at leaſt pull 
: it on no further, with your Credit or Purſe ; for all you 
can expect, is to gain a Suit, and loſe your Soul. 
Mean. If I can juggle a Neighbour out of an Eftate by BW 
Quirks of Law, and by a genteel Turn of the Hand, Wi 
| bubble him out of a conſiderable Sum, may I not put 
mim to graze upon the Common, without any Oblig- 
C „„ 
Enaſeb. The very Queſtion is a Scandal, not only to 
Chriſtianity, but to Humane Nature; you are oblige 
not only to return the Capital, but to indemnify hin 
for all the Loſſes conſequent thereto, , _ 
Mean. Nay, Sir, I am of your Opinion; for wiz" 
ſhould a Man gain by his Crimes? Yet once I fell into 
the Company of a Man of Parts, of Character, and Re- 
pute in his Country, who thought otherwiſe of the Mat 
ter: We diſccurs'd the Point, yet I could never get 
him over to my Opinion: He held ſo faſt to Non-reſti 
rution, that there was no moving him. A hearty Re 
pentance, (ſaid he) without Reſtitution, makes a ſufi 
cient Atonement for the Offence. He told me I. was ut 
$kill'd in Caſuiſtry. I confeſs'd I had read no Caſuiſt bu 
the Bible and Nature, f!!! 
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| Euſeb. With Submiſſion to the Gentleman's Character, 
WP arts, and Station; he was either a great Fool, or a ſu- 


2 er? | | 

Ne». He Had ſtudied in the Inns of Court. os 
W £-/cb. I thought fo. Its a healing Doctrine for 2 
ounded Conſcience, a. palatable and eaſy Remedy, a 
WC:tholicon for all the Aches of the Mind, and the Gripes 
Wor an over-charg'd Stomach; and perchance the Uſe is 


| niverſal, otherways once at leaſt in a Twelvemonth we 
night ſee a Dives transform'd into a Lazarns, a Lord into 
o  L4c9quey, and a Lady into a Chamber-maid ; we might fee 
k hoſe who fir majeſtically in Coaches with a long Wig, 
ind 4 Snuff. Bor 4. la. mode, ſit behind em. Good God! 
now many gawdy Birds would make as naked a Figure as 


nan I am neither ſatisfied with his Conſcience nor his 
kill; he that will not reſtore ſtollen Goods, is more 


riminal than he that conceals 'em+; and he that will 


Weep an ill-purchaſed Eſtate in ſpight of Juſtice, will ſeize 


W\phaber of Nature? A hearty Repentance without Re: 
EdD ( 


n a Bottom of Fraud and Injuſtice; it's an unſtable 


y to-rimes, they cruſh in a Moment the beſt built Structure, 
joel nd entomb the Criminal, together with all his Grandeur 
hin nder the Ruins of his towring Babel. The Triumphs o 


why" firangling em in the very Cradle; they paſs like 


| Re-M our: Their Fall is no leſs amazing than their Riſe; they 


Mat- Mass off like Phantaſms, or elſe live in Penury and Con- 
r get empt, or die like Reprobates; they carry the moſt legi- 


le Marks of God's Malediction ſtampt on their Fore- 


Reads, and tear almoſt all Men, without 7 pitied by 
Fg”? a 


ny; ſo that Divine Vengeance begins their Torments in 


is un- World, to continue em eternally in the other. 
iſt bu LI not follow this crying Vice thro' its Branches, nor 
Wan entire Diſſectien of all its Parts ;-it runs through 
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1 1 Knave, fit for Bedlam or Nengate. Was he not 


he Daw in the Fable, if their Peacock Plumes were re- 
orn'd to their Owners? Neander, pray tell that Gentle- 


dn the next that lies in his Way; and then how can he 
ynderſtand Cook and Littleton, who can't read the very 
put Dear Neander, never raiſe the Pile of a great Fortune 


Foundation, and unable to bear the monſtrous Weight of 


njuſt Men are always fhort-lived. God takes Pleaſure 


Wi2htning, and leave nothing behind but Smoak and Va- 


: | 
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all the Veins of Commerce, and almoſt Converſation; 
it's found in Play, as well as in Contracts, and is ng 
more innocent under one Shape, than under another; 
you may call it. Over-reaching or Out-witting, if you 
pleaſe, but the change of Names makes no Alteration d 
the Thing ; Nature depends not on Fancy or Caprice, 
they are the ſame in Spight of Cuſtom and Diſguiſe. 


V. a | 
1 muſt now caution you againſt Lewdneſs. It's a nol; 
ſome Employment to grope in Puddles, and to dig in 
Muck. And therefore I'll only skim the Surface, and let 
the offenſive Dregs lie at the Bottom. You know Gol 
has enacted this Law in the Decalogue, Thon ſhalt nt 
rommit Adultery This Precept does not only reſtrail 
Acts of Lewdneſs, bat 3 houghts and Deſires: Fu 
[mpurity in Idea draws after it a real Hell; the Smoak 
that vaniſhes in a Moment, kindles an eternal Fire. 
Nean. 1 ſuppoſe neither Gentlemen of the Court, no 
fficers of the Axmy, come within the Compaſs of thi 
Prohibition. God ſurely and Nature have iſſued out it 
their Favour a Patent of Exemption; . . _ 
Euſeb. Truly, Neander, J never read that either God 
or Nature, had ſuch a Deference for the Court and A 
my, or ſo great a Reſpe& for Quality. Why, Man, l 
dur Courtiers be as great as Alexander, and our Soldie 
as valiant; there fits a more auguſt, and a more powel 
ful Maſter above, whofe Commands they muſt obey, 0 
ſmart for the Tranſgreſſion. The Sword has no Prin 
ledge above the Plow, nor has Quality any Right abo 
Peaſantry, but to greater Torments : Potentes Potent! 
JJ%%%0 mm ꝛ¹w¹] ft, SER 
Mean. If. it be fo, our Gentlemen and Soldiers are! 
ſtruck with a Lunacy. They ſeem to have entred inf 
an Aſſociation againſt Divine Authority, and endeavdl 
by Practice to repeal the Statute; as if God's L 
could ceaſe per de ſuetudinem, as well as human. Whi 
St. Paul bids every Man take #xorem, if he meant a H 
the Counſel is followed even to a Scruple; but if! 
did not, our Conduct is ſcandalous ro Impudence, ad 
God's Ache is Jighted beyond Contempr and 
—_— 5 | | 


J 
a DET” 


. 


The Gentleman Inſtructed. Tg - 
Enſeb. The Evil lies deep, and the Fr reaches to 
ne Lands. End; few are clear of the Infection; Lewd» 

neſs is no more a Diverſion ; no, it's become the grand 
Buſineſs, the Employment of Mankind; nay, its impro- 
ed to Science alſo; Love-Intrigues turn on Method, and 
are carried on by Demonſtration : So that Attempts upon 
haſtity come off generally with Succeſs. For Women 
Wn our Age are as ill furniſſrd for Reſiſtance, as an old 
aniſ Town for a Siege. But then the Dons, when 
Worc'd to ſurrender, article .for their Honour: This 
Whey 1! bring off, though the Town ftay behind in the 
auds of the Conquerors. But our Female Defendants 
ind not upon ſach Niceties: they deliver up their Mo- 
eſty, and go off with Inominy : Confuſion I will not 
Wy; for Bluſhes are out of Faſhion, unleſs when it's a 
Nueſtion to practice the Chriſtian Vertues of Sobriety, 
emperance, and Chaſtit ̃p . 
1 have more than once taken a Survey of our Gentry, 
1d I find nine in ten ruin'd by this unlucky Vice; to all 
1tents and Purpoſes, they have forfeited their Honour, 
ortgaged their Eſtates, impaired their Health, their Bo- 
es fall under the Weight of Lewdneſs, their Purſes are 
arce able to ſupport it. So that if theſe young Sparks 
© 1880u!d take the Paine to caſt up their Accounts, they 
Told find their Pleaſure have as. them in no 
ber Profit but Poverty, Diſeaſes, and more than one 
Iaien ue of Repentance. Good God ! Why muſt Appetite 
ve ſuch a ſtrange Aſcendant over Reaſon ? Why muſt 
an thus tranſgreſs the End of Creation? Appetite was 
ide to obey, Reaſon to command. To change their 
ice, is to throw down the Encloſure between Man and 
aſt, Is it not a Madneſs to ſell this Prerogative for a 
ity Satisfaction; that like the Book of the Apocalypſes 
ve a ſweet Flavour in the Mouth, and Bitterneis in 
> Heart ? But ſuppoſe a Man will enjoy Pleaſure, is 
leavofbing palatable bric Dirt and Mire ? Muſt he turn 
1 at or Baboon before he can be pleaſed ? Certainly he 


5 L ” © > Þ*. | . n ö 22 
We namour'd of their Nature, he dotes ſo much on their 
4 MA es: and 1 am apt to believe he would range on 
ut H 1855 or ſport on their Trees, among a Herd of 
ae,, 3 | 8 rs 
ce, 4 "Of * | 
d et take all together, I fear the Pleaſure does not 


ia 
up to Expectation. The Gall outweighs the Hoger. 
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For let us ſuppoſe, a Man poſleſs'd by the unclean De: 
vil of brutiſh Love, he lodges all the Torments of the 
Damned in his Heart, and, what is worſe, their Guilt 
' he ſhivers and burns, he hopes and deſpairs, he dreanis 
in Company, and talks in Sollitude ; all the Features of 
his beloved Object meet in his Imagination to wound 
his Heart, and turn the Idol he adores into a Devil to 
laſh him; his Fears keep Pace with his Fondneſs, and 
Iealouſy treads on the Hhels of both, and all conſpire 
to make him wretched. For though Love looks plea- 
ſing and pretty in Romance, in Life it's Monſter, Ty. 
, . abr de HE. 
A Lover knows, that a Woman, who has withdrawn 
her Fidelity from God, will forſake a Gallant at the leaſt 
Profpe&t of Advantage. Hence Diſquiet ſeizes on the 
45 and Jealouſy riſes from Hell, to clap him on the 
rture; like the Devil in the Goſpel, it ſometime 
flings him into the Water, ſometimes into the Fire; he 
watches his Treaſure with the Eyes of an Argas, and 
lays an hundred Ambuſcades to find his Miſery, and 
her Infidelity ; fo that, though Miſs be faithful, Mon- 
ſieur is ſure to be miſerabke. 
I ay nothing here of Averſion, Hatred, Envy, and 2 
thouſand other Vipers, that worry his each and prey 
upon his Vitals. In ſhort, in a beſotted Lover alone are 
_ centred all the Frenzies and Follies of Bedlam, but that 
of Mirth. So that Envy can ſcarce with him more un- 
happy, nor Malice render him more unfortunate : But if 
the Intrigue be carried with a Perſon of an unſpotted Re- 
putation,and who ſtands fair in the Opinion of the World, 
nay, and who perchance ſets up for Lucretia and Ve 
fl ; what Endeavours are made to coart incognito, and 
to play out of Sight? But if after all, the Sin quickens 
in her Womb, and that within nine Months ſhe be in 
Danger to fall into Fits of the Mother; what Pangs, what 
Throws, what Convulſions tear this poor Creatures 
Breaſt, and her Gallant's too? In how lively Shapes does 
Imagination paint her Folly ! She ſuffers all theTorments 
of Child-birth at the very inſtant of Conception; beſides 
thoſe of Rage, ef Deſpair, and Confuſion ; and in the 
End perchance reſolves to conceal one Sin by the Help 0 
another; i. e. Lewdneſs by Murder; and thus a pool 
LTangcent, who came into the World by a leſs Sin, 1s * | 
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Thirdly, Flight is che beſt Defence, the moſt ſecure Ram- 
part againſt the Darts of Laſciviouſneſs; you may as well 
hope to freeze in Fir as to converſe innocently in the 
midſt of Occaſions. Pr of Tertullian Opinion, that 
its eaſier to die for Chaſtity, (as the World goes,) than 
tolive with it in Balls, Viſis, and Entertainments, And 
look upon it as a certain Truth, that many of the Sex; 
Who have ſurrender'd their Honour to the Flatteries, Im? 
ue and Dalliances of Gallants, would have re. 
u ed it ro the Cruelty of i” Ente 


— 1 1 


on the Stage, and more inviting. The Blackneſs of the 


| be reaſonably expected, but Proſtitution. 


1 


ſure to be hooted at, and generally goes off 


practice Incontinence. What Vertue is Proof againſt 
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ef Aſmod eus, the Seat of Lewdneſs, the Nurſery of De- 
bauchery. fr's with us as Fornices were at Rome, only 
with this Difference, that thoſe Crimes are learn d, con. 


Conſcience enter into the Play-Houſe, than into a 


Airutes ? The Poet puts all his Wit in the Mouths of 


| N : 3 1 80 : 1 
Enter not therefore into the Nay- Honſe; it's the Palit 


Triv'd;,” and reſolv'd on here, the Romans actually commit- 
ted under the black Shade of thofe infernal Vaults. For my 
part I am of Opinion, that a Chriſtian cannot with a . 


* 


ro- 
thel; as things are managed there, Temptation is ſtronger 


Vice lies under a Diſguiſe; it's blanch'd over with all the 0 
Art of Wir and Gawdry; ſo that nothing appears but the N 


charming part, which faſcinates the Eyes, captivates the 7 


Ears, dozes the Intellect, and fires the Paſſions, and then 
to plain the Way for Actron, the Poet burleſques the Ter- 
rors of the other World; he paints the Devils rather like 
Scaramouches to divert, than like Executioners to Tot 
ment: He blaſphemes rhe Majeſty of God to bring him 
under Contempt, and ſo blunts all the Darts of Fear and 
Apprehenſion; and then, when Objects draw, when Paſ- 
ſions ſtand prepared, and Reſtraint is removed, what can 


But beſides, the Stage not only removes Fear of Puniſh- 
ment, but even rewards Debauchery ; for who are they 
that carry off Applauſe and Fortunes, but Rakes and Pro- 


Rooks and Bullies; and if an honeſt Man appear he is 

both Fool 
and Cuckold. Is not this to condemn Vertue, to execute 
it in Effigy, and to canonize Vice by Deputy? Is not 
this to ſay, Gentlemen and Ladies, beware of Chaſtity 
and Vertue, they are out of Date in our Age; you'll for- 
feit your Honour by maintaining it, and grow ridiculous, 
if you continue innocent. The ſhorteſt way to Repute, 
is, to drive over Conſcience, to bluſh at Honeſty, and 


ſuch murdering Engines ?. If Hell be a place of Diverſion, 
— the Poets endeavour to perſuade the Audience, ) if 
od be a ſcare- crow, if Chaſtity be infamous, and, Im- 
purity creditable, who will not rather be lewd with Cre- 
dit, than chaſte with Reproach ? I would have both Poets 
and Players enter a little into themſelves ; they have all 
contributed to run down Vertue and Religion, * to 
1 N "ah 


| The Gentleman Inſtructed. 28 9 3 
bring Libertiniſm and Atheiſm into Faſhion. Thoſe pre- 


the palatable Ingredients of Pomp and Magnificence, that 
it may go down with Pleaſure, and work with Efficacy. 
Tam afraid in the next World they'll be forc'd to anſwer 
for the Sins of the Poet and Actors, as well as for thoſe . 
of the Chriſtian, unleſs by a timely Repentance, and 
publick Recantation, they ask Pardon of God nd For- 
giveneſs of the Nation, which they have rhimed almoſt 
out of Religion, and played out of Conſcience. 18 
Furt hly, When Temptation invites, draw up all the 
diſmal Conſequences of this wretched Sin, and fix your 
Thoughts upon 'em. Other Crimes, like the Adder, car- 
ry their Poiſon in theit Head; this is a Scorpion that licks 
up its Venom in its Tail. For though the Sin be charm- 
ing, its. Sequels are dreadful. The Infection flies up to 
the Brain, like the Sting of the Tarantula; and tho' thoſe 
who are Bit by this poiſonous Inſect, can dance out the 
ſtupifying Humour, and may be fiddled into their Wits, 
the others are paſt Cure; they remain in ſpight of Hoe: 
mily and Exhortation, ſtupid, brutal, Sion, Fader, 
without Honour, without Senſe, and oftentimes without 
Money; but never without Folly, Sighs, Jealouſies, Rage, 


J Wand Deſpair. Ds 5 
's | Fifthly, That your Affections may not ſteal abroad, nor 
4 like Butter-flies flutter from one Object to another, chain 


em by lawful 'Wedlock to a Wife. I know at preſent, 
Matrimony (that in St. Paul's Days was honourable) lies 
inder no-creditable Circumſtances ; and we are in part 
dbliged to the Stage-Poets for the Aſperfion. They repre- 
ent this Divine Inſtitution under all the Reproaches of 
lavery and Folly, and paint both Sexes ſo ſcandalouſſy 
aſcivious, that the Character is enough to deter Chriſti- 

ns from the Engagement, I ſuppoſe theſe Gentlemen are 
ee d by the Stews, to ſtand up for the Improvement of 
heir Trade; and for this Reafon they labour ſo heartily, 
o perſuade People, lawful Pleaſures taſte flat and infipid, 
ik the only charming Circuniſtance of Pleaſure were 
he Unlawfulneſs of the Action. This Doctrine is cal- 
ulated exactly for the Practice of Lucifer and his Aſſo- 
ates, but not for Chriſtians; it ſmells of Smoak, and 
Wy in good time heat the Preachers. e 
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pate the Poiſon, theſe preſent the Potion, daſh'd with all 
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Beware of Jealouſy. A Wife is often made-faithful | 
by not ſuſpecting her of Infidelity, but when: witfiour 
Reaſon, you queſtion her Loyalty, you only tempt her to, 
betray it. I have heard of a Lady, that kept her Conju- 
gal Vow, whilſt her Husband thought the did; but when 
he accuſed her falſly, and blaſted her Reputation, ſhe mur- 
dered her Innocence to revenge the Injury. Some Wo- 

men are of Opinion, there is little Difference between 

being unchaſte, and being thought ſo; and therefore go 

off with the Satisfaction of Infidelity, as well as with the 

Infamy. A thouſanqꝑ, thouſand times happy is that Cou- 

| ple, that by a wiſe Foreſight prevents thoſe Misfortunes, 
that ſpring from Diverſity of Conſtitutions and Hu- 
mours, or at leaſt ſupport with Patience, what Prudence 
can t avert, and fo improve Neceflity into a Vertue., 

If God has bleſs'd you with Children, (ſays the Scrip- 

ture, Prov. 7.) inſtruct em. God has ingrav'd this Lay 

in tire very Heart of Nature, and more than once pro- 

mulg d it in the Bible, that Parents might be well con. 

vin d of this grand Duty, and be perſuaded to comp 

with it; and yet it ſeems, that no Law is leſs underſto tha 

and more univerſally neglected in Practice than this 

Some Parents, more c1uel than the Offrich, bring pot 

Creatures into the World, and then abandon em 

Others; Hike Apes, are ſo fond of their Brood, the 
kill em with Kindneſs: Thoſe are guilty of Negligenes 

theſe of Indulgence ; and all betray their Duty, and ij 

conſequence their Conſcien cee. 
lhave been often ſcandaliz'd at the inſupportable Nep 
lect of ſome Parents; they made no Difference betweel 
their Laqueys and their Children, but that they careſsi 
thoſe, and eternally tormenred theſe ; they herded wil 
the Grooms and Carters, and owed all their Educatid 

to the Stable and Kitchin ; and if they ſent em ſons 
times to School, 'twas only to rid the Houſe, not for thel 

Inſtruction. They never took the Pains to inform then 
ſelves, whether the Maſter was Black or White? Wh 

ther Religious or Impious ? A Turk or a Chriſtian ? Go 
God! ſaid I to Sir N. N. what de you mean? You ul 

not hire a Cook without ens Fe Talent, nor take 

Groom without good Security of his Skill ; (yet the 
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Is only to ſerve the Belly, the other to curry Horſes, ) and 
will you truſt a Child to the Care of a Man, who, for 
ought you know, has neither Science nor Religion? 


She would embrace the Spark, when ſhe ſhould have chid 
him; nay, and kiſs him for thoſe very things ſhe ſhould 
havewhipt him. To croſs the Child, is to tab the Mo- 
ther; and if he whimpers, ſhe cries in good Earneſt ; his 
gence emboldens em; he asks what he pleaſes, and ob- 


then my young Jupiter begins to thunder: My Lady 


to quarrel. ' You are miſtaken, ſaid J, have a little Pa- 
tience and he'll retaliate his Breeding upon you, with 
Inſolence and Out-rage ; he is as handſomely equipt for 


lung himfelf away upon a-Chamber-maid, dipt his E- 
ith Grief and Chagrin to his Grave. 

nf Beaſt ; he has all the Inclinations, all the Paſſions 
ft the moſt ſalvage Animal ; and (what is worſe) he 
25 Reaſon to ſharpen em, and Malice to abuſe em. 
dut as the moſt fierce Lyon is tam'd and render'd tra- 


aught Sweetneſs, Moderation, and Vertue, if he be taken 


0 obey the Commands of Reaſon, from the. Cradle. But 
ben once Senſe has got the Upper-hand, when Paſſion 


; Xrceneſs of a full grown Tyger, as perſuade Senſe and 
al OE — Appe- 


be Gentleman Inflrufted.. 8 


Nor have I beheld with Patience the doting Fondnefs 

of others. IJ have ſeen my young Maſter often play the 
Lyon in the Family, and my tender Lady, the Mother, 
applaud his Inſolence, like the Romans in Senecas Days. 


Paſſions grow upon him with Age, and a fooliſh Indul- 
tains what he demands; a refuſal ſets him on Fire, and 
trembles at the Teinpeſt ſhe has raiſed ; and inſtead: of 


laying it by a ſober Correction, the fooliſhly augments /it 
by a thouſand Careſſes: He is coach'd to Company, to 


Balls, and the Play-Houſe, and muſt be Spectator of 
Manma's Vanity and Follies to learn em. Poor Sir T. H. 
ſaw this fine Menage, but was too dotingly Fond of his 
Wife to ſave his Child. He complain d one Day to me; 
that his Son Was. fit for nothing, but either to dance or 
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a Rake, as can be; norwas1 deceived, for ſince that he 
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ate, perſecuted his Mother, and brought his Father 


You muſt know, Neander, that Man by Nature In 


ible by Education and Diſcipline, ſo Man may be 


n bland betimes, if his Paſſions are check'd, and forc'd. 


a3 taſted the Sweetneſs of Superiority, and Reaſon is 
ccuſtomed to Slavery, you may as ſoon ſubdue the 
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'Appetite to reſign the uſurp'd Government, or Reaſon td 
take it, Adoleſcens juxta vitam ſuam, & cum ſenuerit non 
recedet ab ea. A young Man goes on as he began, and 
carries the firſt Impreſſion to the Grave. That you may 
not therefore cry one Day with the poor Eagle in the Fa- 
ble, who —_— mortally wounded by an Arrow trimmed - 
with her own Feathers, ſighed out this melancholly Come 
plaint, miſerable Bird that I am! What a Fool was I to 
Ling forth Feathers to my own Deſtru&ion ! I ſay, that 
you may not complain, thoſe Children you give Life to, 
are the Cauſe of your Death, obſerve three things. Firf, 
So ſoon as they are capable to know God, teach 'em to 
Fear his Juſtice, and to love his Goodneſs, inſtruct them 
in Religion, and take Care they practice all the Duties 
of a Chriſtian. A Child that fears God, will love his 
Parents; he can't be Religious without being Dutiful, 
Inculcate a thouſand times, that he is made for Heave 
and that he muſt live vertuouſly in this World, to be hap- 
py in the next: Precaution him againſt the Vanity df 
the World, and all its ſpecious Scenes of Deceits and Pa. 
geantry, that delude the Eye to ſeduce the Heart: Diſco 
ver the Danger before you expoſe him, and tell him with 
that admirable Queen Blanca, you had rather ſee him i 
_ the Grave, than in Sin : Inſpire not into his tender Brei 
defires of Grandeur; this js à Seed that ſprouts up 
without Sowing: Choak all Tendency of ſo early a Pride 
or elſe it will grow to his Ruin. I bluſh at the unchr: 
ſtian Conduct of thoſe Parents, who teach little Cres 
tures, before they can walk, to climb up to the very Pit 
nacle of Honour; who would make em Pages to Anti 
Chriſt to be great, and would Counſel em to be Mal. 
metans for the vain Satisfaction of ſeeing em Baſs: 
When you have furniſh'd em with Vertue, and provi 
ded for their Soul, let em think of a Settlement; an 
gim rather at a Poſt that is genteel, than great: An ele 
vated Fortune is ſeldom obtained without vaſt Crime 
and always ſupported by greater. 2:36 
_- Sccondly, Cultivate them with thoſe Arts and Seienct 
that ſuit with their Capacity and Condition. For thok 
that have nothing to do, do always more than the 
pight ; and though they are unfit for a handſome Occ 
pation, they are capable of a vicious one. 
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Thirdly, Give not all your Means to the eldeſt; leave 
2 Proviſion for all: A young Gentleman that begins the 
World without Money, ends it without Conſcience : 
When 1 muſt rack my Brain to live, 1 have neither time 
nor leiſure to think of living well. Neceſſity is the Mo- 


without Tools to work with, without a Fund to lay the 


cows Induſtry, and caſts Reſolution it ſelf into Deſpair. 
When you have acquitted-your ſelf of theſe three Points 
you have done the part of a Father; the reſt you mu 
e Providence, who watches over its Creatures, and 
never abandons thoſe, who comply with their Duty. 


Jour Care muſt not ſtop at your Children, let it reach 
Four menial Servants; though you are their Maſter, 
vou are alſo their Father. And for this Reaſon the Ro- 
aus call d Houſe-:keepers Zatres-familias, Fathers of the 


Houſehald. Beſides, as a Chriſtian you are their Brother, 


and en the other impoſe an Obligation on you to enquire 
into their Behaviour, and to provide for their Inſtruction; 
don't ſq overcharge em with Labour, that they can find 
no time for God. You can't exact ſo continual a Ser- 


owe more Obedience to God than to you; and you 
tranſgreſs your Duty, when your Commands croſs 
upon his. Nor is it ſufficient to allow them time to 
look into the Concerns of their Souls, you muſt ſee they em- 
ploy it well: Let em meet at Prayers at leaſt once a Day, 


in your-Houſe a Debauchee, though never ſo uſeful. Who 
is a Traytor to his Maker, will betray a Maſter at the 
firſt Occaſion. A Man without Conſcience is always 


catching, and one infected Perſon ſuffices to ſcat- 
ter the Contagion. Take, this for a Principle. The 
mare you take to Heart God Intereſt, the more he'f 


ther of Vice, no leſs than Abundance ; and Want is both 
more troubleſome than Affluence, and equally dangerous: 
Beſides, how will you have a Gentleman puſh forward, 
who has nothing toi mprove ? Can he raiſe a Fortune 


Foundation? Poverty palls the moſt generous Spirits; it 


and have the Church of Chxiſt for your common Mother; 
all' theſe Relations deferve a Tenderneſs on the one fide, 


vice, nor is it in their Power to comply with you. They 
and puniſh thoſe that neglect this Duty. Suffer not 


without Honeſty. Beſides, Lewdneſs and Knavery are 


take 
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take care of yours; hell crowp your Enterprizes with 
Sueceſs, or raiſe your Soul above the Stroak of Motor. 
rune. 
Rian Moderation, or bear Adverſity with Pleaſure,  * 
bod en Aon f:rils 2af heron 9 
Confine not Charity within the Walls of your o 
Houſe, nor employ it wholly about the ſpiritual G 
of your Neighbour ; let the Body feel the Effects of his 
Tenderneſs, as well as the Soul. When he groans under 
the Pangs of Poverty, and ſtruggles with Neceſſity, re- 
lieve his Indigence © out 'of your own Store-houfe ; let 


mo 9 o 
> 14 
4 


the Meaſure of your Charity be the Extent of your Abi · 


lity, and of his Want: What you lay out on rhe Poor, 
is not ſpent, but put to Intereſt ; God is Security for the 
Reimburſement, ſo that the Payment is infallible. 1 


have ſeen ſome Gentlemen open-handed enough, but 


then they diſperſed their Charities with ſo. unhandſome 


a Grace, that, methought, they did'ill in doing good, and 
refuſed an Alms whilſt they gave one; they ſcem d to 


inſult over a poor Creatures Miſery, and ſeldom open'l | 


their Purſe, till they had vented their Gall. This is not 
ro relieve che Indigent, but to throw Shame upon Want, 
and Confuſion upon Neceſſity; it's te hang Weight to 
their Burthen, and to fret Poyerty with Contempt: Bee 
ſides, it loſes the very Nature of Alms; for that is not 

received gratis, that is purchaſed with Bluſhes, and at 
the Expence of Patience. A compaſſionate Look often- 
times refreſhes more, than a Crown with a ſeyere one. 
And (methinks) J had rather be ſent away with a civil 
God be with you, than be entertained with Peeviſhneff 
and ill. Nature. A ſmall Fayour well timed becomes 
conſiderable : The very manger of giving adds to the 
Gift. Keep not therefore the Poor at a Bay, nor rack 
em with Queſtions ; to what Purpoſe do theſe Prelimi- 


naries ſerve, but either to feed your Curioſity,” or 0 


ſpend a fretting Humour? We are of the fame Nature 
our Bodies are made of the ſame Clay, and our Souls 
by the ſame Hand. The difference between the Rick 
and Poor comes not from Nature or Merit, but from the 

Ordination of Providence. Some are born to no ther 
Eſtate than that of their Brethren's Charity, that they 
biay practiſe Paticnce; and others to Abundance, that 
„3 71. EF | 5 os gn] 


{ 


In fine, you'll either enjoy Proſperity with a Chris 
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they may exerciſe Charity; ſo that the Vertue of theſe 


ſtan] indebted to the Miſery of thoſe ; and the Giver is 
no leſs oblig d than the Receiver. i 

Begin to praiſe the Vertues of a Chriſtian betimes ; 
accuſtom you Palate to em before you have taſted Vice, 
they'll reliſh better; a ſmall Reſolution plains the Way 


- by 


to Heaven in the Beginning, and turns Godlineſs into 


ons, and ſharpen d Appetite, nothing but Violence can 
ſecure you; you will not be able to advance one — 
without a Combat; you muſt fight your way throug 


will draw up to oppoſe you; and when theſe Enemies are 
headed by vitious Habits, God knows, whether you 
will ever be fo hardy, as even to attempt a Conqueſt ſo 
An f X, 

ou muſt ſtand the Shock of Raillery, and perchance the 


lence of Malice and Profaneneſs, are not able to draw 


aftonith'd at ſome Gentlemen, who practiſed Vertue at 


ſcience to avoid a Bluſh. Th | 
wretched Blindneſs of ſame ſavage [ndians, who adore 
the Devil, that he may do em no Harm, 1 

Ty in Evil, why ſhould you be aſhamed at Good? That 


on. Surely ſhame fits more naturally on Guilt than 
5 SH "65 6 3091 ü 


Innocencte. n 
But could we dive into a wicked Man's Heart, could we 


hame and Confuſion, every Moment he caſts an Eye 
on his Vices, and his Neighbour's Vertues. For let me 
tell you, Neander, Piety has an amiable Aſpect, it charms 
ts very Perſecutors, and even thoſe who ſtigmatize it in 


Praftice, admire its Beauty. So chat though Tointtimes 


1 


Pleaſure; but if you ſtay till Sins have fluſh'd the Paſſi- 
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all the Squadrons, the Fleſh, the World, and' the Devil 


hazardous on the one ſide, and fo laborious on the 
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Indeed a Chriſtian Behaviour among Gentlemen is 
ſo unuſual, that you muſt venture to be out of Faſhion, 


troak of a Lampoon; but theſe Weapons Rick in the 
Skin, and although they are puſſi d on with all the Vio- 


Blood, or to touch your Reputation, I have often been 


Home, and Vice in e who betray d their Con- 
is is, ſaid I, to fall into the 


E Rakes glo- 


carries along its Condemnation, and this its Juſtificati- 


pierce into his Soul, we ſhoald read moſt viſible Traces of 
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' at Oaths, and bluſhes at Perjuries; that will elevate: his 
Spirits with ald Hock or new Campaign, but not drown | 
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: they let fly a Raillery, and ſhoot a Joke, theſe petty Ag 


rows fly at Random, and never come near your Hos 

Nour: Nay, take it for a general Rule, that thoſe Rakes, 
= flirt at a Chriſtian Demeanour, have a ſecret Eſteem 

WR 4 

On, ſaid one, I muſt. draw in my Piety, and mew it 

within my own Walls; I have almoſt loſt my Chriſtian 


Name, and am ſcarce known, but by that of Biget, 


Pray, Sir, ſaid I, let us not. ſtartle: at Sounds, nor 
away from Buffoons ; let us conſtrue the Word, and 


frame right Notions, and then we ſhall find, that Biget 


in the Jargon of Reprobates, is nothing elſe but a Man 
chat wats Religion, and dares profeſs it; that boggles 


his Reaſon 3 that has not Courage to laugh at Hell, nor 
the Impudence to play upon Heaven; that ſometimes 


does good Actions, and always fears bad ones. This is 


the Height of a 0 Devotion, according to the mo- 
dern Uſe of the Word; fo that it imports nothing burt- 


ful, nothing infamous, unleſs it be a Diſgrace to profeſs | 


Honeſty, upon Occaſions, to praiſe Morality, and to 
__hayea.good Lanſacnce. ;. oo ot feed ces 

But ſet Debauchees burleſque your Piety, muſt you 
abandon it? Will you abjure Chriſtianity, becauſe ſome 


: 
* 


Libertines ſport with Religion; or commence Atheift, to 


humour Fools? Why then will you be ſcared out of Fie- 
ty, or teazed out of Morality ? Is it honourable in ſpight 
-of Naillery to acknowledge a God, and a Diſgrace to 
ſerve him? Is it a Credit to be a Chriſtian, and a Shame 
to be a good one? No certainly; let us put things to-: 
gether, and act conſequentiy; let us call in Reaſon 10 


govern Fancy. 4 


+ 
5 * 


Beſides, who are thoſe Men that awe us? A Club cf 
Animals, that have more Money than Wit, and more 
Quality than Conſcience; a Pack of Hectors, that live 
ill, and judge worſe ; that are pitied by tome, and 
ſcorned by others; the very Panegyricks of theſe Men 
are Satyrs, praiſe out of their Mouths is ſcandalous, and 
blame is glorious. Neander, ſuffer not your ſelf to be 

laugh d out of Heaven, nor rallied into Hell; if vou 
can bear the repraching Frowns and Smiles of a Man 
bow will ye endure. the Frowns of an angry, Deity 55 
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the Laſh of a petulant Tongue be ſo ſenſible, aſſure your 
ſelf the Pains of Fire and Brimſtone will be more inſup- 
ortable. Vertue in a Dungeon, is proverraple to.Sin,on 


nourable than Guilt on the Bench. 


the Converſation of Libertines and Atheiſts; like the Ba- 
ſilisk, their Eyes dart Poiſon, and their Tongues ſpeak 


Summum Bonum; this he places in Sin like the Devil, 


to the Play-Houſe, from hence to the Stews, and returns 
to his Lodging the ſame way; ſo that his whole Study is 
to learn Wickedneſs, and his whole Buſineſs to pradiſe 
it; his Diſcourſe is a Compound of Smut and Blafphe- 
my; his Entertainment unchriſtian, and his Dialect dia» 
bolical ; he would Feign monopolize the Wit of the Na- 
tion, but wants both Fund and Patent; his Knowledge 
reaches no further than the Gazette or the Courant, and 
on Occaſions he ventures to vent Nonſenſe in Metre'$ 
his Religion is Univerſal, calculated for all Meridians 
he has one for a Calm, another for a Storm; one f. 
Europe, another for America; fo that it's as diffi-ult t 
be defined as a Dignnlive; in England he ſtickles for his 
Biſhops ; in Scotland againſt em; he is a Few at Amfeer- 
dam, a Muſelman at Conſtantinople ; a Fapiſt at Rome, 


* 


on turns upon Convenience and Intereſt, and is com: 
prized in theſe Verſes. eee 


7 LH 


* 


Anſw. A good Living. 


Queſt. What's Orthodox and true Believing againſt a' Conſcience 7 


Anſs. Adminiſtrings, *  * 


Queſt. What makes all Doctrine plain and clear 3 
Auſw. About two hundred Pounds a Year. 


* * 


Queſt. And that which was prov'd true before prove falſe again ? 
„FFA 


the Throne; and Innocence in the Pillory, is more ho- 
If you love your Soul, and reſolve to ſave it, avoid 


Death: They are Satan's Deputies, and Devils by Proxy. 
A Libertine- is half Fiend, half Beaft; Pleaſure is his 


and in Mire like the Swine; he circles from the Tavern 


and a Calviniſt at Geneva: In a Word, he is any thing 
without, and nothing within : ſo that his whole R eligi⸗ | 


Queſt, What makes rebelling againſt Kin 21 6 OP ol Canſe 1 TY: 


3 
All. An 
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An Atheiſt is an over-grown Lib 
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ertine; and if we be; 


ulſion; he 
bein z and 
Word, as the Wind to the 
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your Friend is the Spawn of Caſualty ; the Child of Mat! 8 
ter and Motion, a heap of Duſt with a Complex of U- 5 
bications, a Figure without Soul, a Statue without Lis I 
he is all Matter like Beaſts, no more capable of Reaſon WM di. 
than, an Ape, of Vertue than Baalaw's Aſs, or of Ho- in 
nour than Ciliguld's Conſul. In fine, withdraw your 1 
Concerns, or you may one Day repent your Confidence: Di 
For I muſt once for all tell you, Honour without Conſci- WM , g 
ence, without Religion, will yield to Intereſt. pa: 


Mean. This danndt beè done fo ſoon; endeavour, I be- 
ſeech you to gain him ; overturn his Principles; and the 
Pont vill be caly You can't oblige him more 17 
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by entring into a Diſpute; and the ſhorteſt Way to win 

His Favour, Is to quatrel with his Tenets.* 
Eꝛuſeb. Diſpures indeed are natural to Atheiſts ; for, 

no Men maintain with greater Eagerneſs they are in the, 

Right, than thoſe that ſuſpect they are in the Wrong; 

like Men in à dangerous Road, they love to travel ke Cr ns 
Company, and. ſo draw in Proſelytes to march te Hell! 
But, Neander, this Itch ef arguing is a terrible Argu- 

ment, they are ſcared with Doubts, and haunted with 
Suſpicions, that God is no Chymæra, it's a Sign that 
Conſcience is uneaſy, and makes ſome” Attempts to break 

all the Barriers of Ignorance, Pride, and Blaſphemy. | . 
However, IT] comply with your Pefires, and wait up- 

on the Gentleman when you command me: Although I 

muſt tell you, a converted Arheift is a Phœnix ſcarce feen 

in an Age; for he is a Mixture of Pride and Ignorance, 

of much Senſe and little Reaſon; he confutes Argus 

ments with Laughter, and pterends* to frown” Demon- 

ſtration it ſelf into Sophiſtry. How can Truth (I do not 

ſay ſubdue) but even reach ſuch a Man? You may as 

ſoon fetch down the Moon with a Cannon-Ball, as con- 

vince him. )))) Se. Le Ws 

Nean. It's true, but Charity armed with ſolid Reaſons 

may perchance ſoften his Obſtinacy; and although you. 
loſe your Labourp you'll meetar leaſt in the next World 


the Reward of your Zeal. III tell him you intend to 


j make him à Viſit. SS JON = 
3 Euſeb. Lam content, Neander, I have drawm a ſhort _— 
\ WH Scheme off your Duty, and wiſh you fo happy astto com- 0 
„ ply with itz it wi ve the beſt Support of this Lif 
J ply with itz it will prove the beſt Support of this Life, 
end the greateſt Comfort in the other. God has interwo- = 


ven Man's Felicity with his Duty, and twiſted his Inte- 

reſt with Pleaſure. A good Man is ſeldom uneaſy, and 

an ill one is always unquiet ; one muſt be Blind not to 

diſcover the Canker at his Heart ente the glitter 

ing Pageantry of Greatneſs and Power t He may rant and 

laugh, but can't be merry: For certainly there is a great 
ifference between Noiſe and Mirth ; their Lives are as 

unlike as their Ends ; and thoſe are as different as the 

Pains of rhe Damned are from the Joys of the Bleſſed. 
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e Neander took leave of Euſebiut, with a Promiſe to 

ce call upon him the next Morning. He went immedi- 

< ately to Theomachuss Lodgings, (this was the Atheift's 

. < Name, ) he openes freely his Deſign, and ask d him, 

5 . < Tf Buſineſs would permit him to enter upon a Confe- 
1 <& rence with Euſeb ius. 8 3 

FTheomac bus received the Propoſal with a Tranſport 

te of Joy, and told Neander he was infinitely oblig d to 

< him, for offering ſo fair an Occaſion of making Ac- 

 <'quaintance with a Man ſo much talked of: For (con- 

ce ringed he) 1 have often heard great Commendations 

© botn of his Vertue and Learning, and ſhall by this 

© Interview be able to judge, whether his Merits equal 

ee his Fame. , Beſides, the Greatneſs of my Adverſary 

< will ſecure my Credit, though Fortune declare againſt 

© me. Neander, after ſome mutual Compliments, re- 

© turned to his Lodgings, with a Reſolution to mind 
E Tbeomachus of his Promiſe the next Morning. 
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Lr And GrxTLEN Ex. 


Lade- and Gentlemen, 


ſome, whoſe Performances come nig her 
upto it, and bit much better with the 
| Gott of the Times, than others. Among 
theſe we may preſume to reckon The firſt 


having run the ſecond with the ſame Succeſs, in the third 


preſented to; ſo it received no ſmall Advantage from the 


ell thought, bis Thoughts ſo well expreſsd, and his Ex- 
reſſtons ſo well Put together, that tho the Work it ſelf were 
. ＋ alen, Yet one would buy the Book * the Dedication. 


Lbo it be not in. oh Nor of Mas! . 
write ſo. nicely, at to leave the Criticks 
nothing to refine upon; yet there are 


Part of the Gentleman Inſtructed; which was ſcarce well 
et out, before it was at the End of its firſt Edition ; and 


I: was deſervedly took up into a Dedication 3. in which as it 
gain d no little on Account of the nt Perſon it was 


e Remarks of the Dedicatvr; 3 whoſe” E logiumes are ſo 
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| have forfeited Reaſon, or have bid aljtiv 10 Religion, if om 


Bliſs, for any temporal Enjoyment; when vel m9 live, 84 


98 The Publiſher to the, Ss 


I was the Author's Deſire of being unknown, which mull 
bin willing to Fl for being dead; but this Supplement, 
which 4s the genuine Off- ſpring of the ſame Pen, bas ton 
much of bim in it, not to re the Merl he is fill alive; 
and whoever reads the fecond Part, will find there. ſuch: ; 
Tarmuny of Thought and Expreſſion with the firſt, thatif 
be Author had been dead, one would almoſt conclude. Hin 
Nn gain to White it. ra Word, he is certainly alive; and 
tis hoped bis growing Effeem will encourage him to oblige 
the Publick with many ſuch deſerving Pieces. | 


His Deſign in this is to inſtruft the Nobility of both the 
in their Duty; and to chalk ont the Jureft and ſhorteſt Way 
to Content in this World, and the Glory in the next. This 
is without doubt an aduantagion Diſcovery, which ſo nearly 
concerns you, that I hope you will take the Propoſals int 
Conſideration. And methinks the Author ſo bandſomely ri. 
conciles Greatneſs to Goodneſs, and all the Prero gat iveſ of 
Quality to the Precepts of the Goſpel ; that you muſt either 


refuſe to pratiice the "Method be preſeribel: For who ha 
Fools and Atheiſts, will. reſign all Pretenſions to 4 fur 


bere, and happy bereaſter? 

- Ladies, Soldiers, and Conrtiers, vil N. Jive the 6 4 
of their Miſcarriages, and the Remedies: And if 4 bh 
expoſing of your Failures over- heat the Spleen, and anale 
Indignation; ſurely the Gentleman s Antidote will lay thiþ 
unjuſt Reſentments ; and perſuade you to Stele; ge, thik 
be | had been le eſs herne, 1 be had wo more indeed 
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Us E BI Us prepar d for the Rendez: 
vous, and reſolv d to attack the Atheiſt 
next Day: But an unforeſeen Accident 
deferr d the Meeting. 
A Club of young Blades that Evening 
filed off frem the Play. houſe, to ſtorm 
ſome Bottles of CE TY Eleathez 
i led on the Brigade, and march'd 
at the Head of the Bättallan. And ins 
leed he was compleady equipt for the Adventure. His 
urſe was armd with Silver, and his Conſcience with 
dicel, They attack'd the Enemy with Courage, and bore 
Mm with Reſolution. All proteſted againſt Quarter, (as 
brave Friburgen did at . and ſo reſolved to and | 
il they fell in the Enterprize. 


* 


— = 


too A Supplement to the firſt Part 


more: It tilted at the Head, and made directly at the 
Brain. One drop'd under the Table, an H«z.24 waited 
u 


e 1 Surgeon. 


Virtuoſo, becauſe all play d the Fool to a, 
mon Nag in Fre and then he threw among the 
on to a Leſſon of Proportion. He diſſects the Animal; | 


 New-Market. Nay, I am told, the Gentleman proteſted, 
Sorrel was as well born as himſelf; that in a collateral 


But if the Aſſailants did Execution, Champaigne did 


n him to the Ground; and Morpheus ftepd in to 


Misfortune of one breaths Vigour into the'other; 
they carry on manfully the Attack: Their Heads run 
round with the Glaſſes; their Tongues ride Poſt; their 
Wits are Jaded; and Reaſon is diſtanc d. Brutes could 
not talk better, nor Men worſe : Like Skippers in a 
Storm, they rather hallow'd than ſpoke; ſcarce one 
heard his Neighbour, and not one underſtood him: 
So that Noiſe ſtood for Senſe, and every one paſs'd fora 


The Subject of their Heat was no leſs ſurpriſing than 
the Management of it; and both ridiculous to 1 
ment. Sorrel (cries one with an Oath) is the moſt com 


ompany ſuch a Bedrol of Jocky- argon, that one would 
think he had ſwept the Stable ſeven Years, or ſerved a | 
Prenticeſhip to a Farrier. From Terms of Arts he goes 


and flings the Anatomy on the Table ; then he flouriſhes 
on his Feats, and ſwears he is famous in the Journal of 


Line he touched the greater 77 and was Couſen 
once remov d to Caligula s Conſul, 
Wine had heated the Companies Blood; but this ſhort 
Panegyrick inflam'd it. They could not agree to Sorrel 
Atchievements, nor ſuffer him to monopolize the Fer 
fections of his Species; every Man ſtood up in Defence ct 
his own Roſanante, and maintain'd his juſt Prerogativs 
with Heat and Clamonr. But whilſt the Diſpute vu 
high, their Wits ſunk low with the Bottles; Sen 
ſumber'd, and Reaſon almoſt fell into a Lethargy. 
From the Stable they trip over to the Kennel, 2 
leave Horſes to philoſophize on Hounds.” They follo# 
the Chace with Tumult; one would have taken em ft 
a Pack of Beagles on the Scent, but that they open9 
louder. All this while the Glaſſes circle, Reaſon ebbs 
Extravagance flows, and Mirth flies out into Madneſs. 


77 
2 


derbe Gemleman Inſtructed. 101 
9 And now our Gallants were handſomely equip'd foe. 


cated Reaſon, and drowned Shame. They fell upon 
their Maker without Fear, withour Scruple. Some wor- 
ry his Nen whilſt others buffoon his Mercy. The 
Juice of the Grape had ſwell'd theſe petty Pigmies into 
daring Gyants. Who canonaded Heaven, and defied the 
Omnipotent. Indeed their Drunkenneſs made ſome At- 
tonement for their Blaſphemies : But after all, it's a fad 
Caſe, when a Man is better for being transform'd into a 
Beaſt, and leſs fooliſh for having loſt his Wits _ 
One proteſted againſt all Religions but that of Epicare : 
el Againſt all Heavens but that of Ma homet And againſt 
all Hells but want of Champaigne or Canary. Another 
would not receive the Lord's Prayer without an A- 


of the Beggar, than of the Gentleman ; and ſuits bet- 


ter with the Poor of the Pariſh, than with the Lord of 
che Mannor. Let us at leaſt (ſaid he) tack to daily 
2 Bread, one Bottle of Burgundy. The Motion met with 

s Applauſe: Every one follow d the Propoſal with a Com- 


ment ten times more outragious than the Text. They 
rioted on: Impiety and the moſt rampart Inſolence paſt 


of or the moſt refined Wit. Nay to ſcrew Outrage to the 

d, Wigheft Point, Oh ſays one, give me Religio Medici, this 

1 Weligion at large is a healing Profeſſion : It reconciles 
he Goſs with the Creſcent, and ſtrikes an Alliance be- 


ween the Son of Mary, and the Son of Abdala. Thus 


jon Is the Goſpel deliver'd up to the Rabble, and a petty 
rel; theiſtical Pamphlet lock d up in the Ark. Our Saviour's 
Per NPoctrine muſt give place to the Viſions of an irreligi- 
de us Quack, more fit to gaze upon Urinals, than to talk 
vo Religion, 117 


Had their Diſcourſe been innocent, their Madneſs had 
een diverting: But to hear Chriſtians turn God into 
arce, and Religion into Romance; revile Sanctity, 
d play with juſtice, is monſtrous and provoking. 
or what can be more amazingly flagitious, than to make 
od the Subject of our Sport, and the Goſpel of our Di- 
pen rſion? Than to throw the moſt auguſt and the moſt tri- 
ebb4iW's Things into the ſame Compoſition ? And to blend 
eſs⸗Na)eſty and Omnipotence with Laughter and Frenzy? 


mw | | | H 3 — The 


any Villany. Champaigne had fired their Blood, intoxi- 


mendment. To petition for Bread (ſaid he) has more 
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and by Conſequence an Atheiſt in Practice. E picupt 
Our Privileges gaſp, and our great Prerogative lies bleed. 


ing Nothing but Reſolution can retrieve em. 


* Pilgrims, or preſs ſome Teems of Domingos Ganxet. But 


at the Impoſture. But alas! they even ſtrike at our ul 


102 A Supplement to the firſt Part 
© The Proverb ſays, Who murthers when he is ' drunk, muſt 
bang for it when he is ſober. I would have it paſs intoa 


ſtanding Law, and take in Blaſphemers. The Fear of a 


Red-hot Iron might poſſibly put em in Mind of Fire 
and Brimſtone, and the Dread of paſſing for ſtigmatiz d 


Villains in this World, might ſcare em into an Appre- 


henſion of living eternally Reprobates in the next. 

By this time Eleutherius had ſeiz d on the Chair, and 
began to hold forth on the Text of ede, bibe. He was a 
Libertine at full Growth, a Latitudinarian in Principle 


was his Caſuiſt, and Hobbs his Divine. 
To your Arms Gentlemen (bawls he) the Enemy has 
taken the Field, and advances to beat up our Quarters. 


he Company gaz'd at this unexpected E-xordinn, 
Some cry'd out Thieves, others a French Invaſion ; but 
moſt concluded, the Monſieurs could ſcarce land without 
Veſſels ; unleſs they follow'd the Road of the Compoſeel 


the Orator perceiving the Surprize ſoon laid their Fright, 
and calm'd their Fear. Gentlemen (continued he) out 
Enemies are Domeſtick, not Foreign; and they prepare 
Chains for our Conſciences, not for our Bodies. In 4 
Word, they preach up Vertue, and cant down Pleaſurg 
entail Heaven on the one, and Hell on the other. 
Vet did they confine this Obligation of ſelf-denial 
the Clergy, or the Sex, I would fit down and only fmik 


queſtionable Prerogative, and bring Gentlemen withi 
the Laſh of the Statute. We muſt forſooth fling up 0 
Claim to Heaven, unleſs we ſtarve in the Face of Plentf 
We ſhall cry out in the next World for Water to ch 
our parch'd Tongues, if we bath em with Burgundy | 
this. Theſe new coin'd Tenets are ſet on Foot, and abt 
ted in London, nay, in the very Sight of the Play-hou 
and the Tavern. | Bs 
I met this Morning one Euſebius, the grand Patria 
of theſe dangerous Morals : His Perſon ſeems as 0 
landiſh as his Doctrine, and his Mind no leſs Hetero 
than his Principles: He is a Compound of Jew and! 
fidel, Phariſee on the one fide, and Stoick on the ole 
i; BAS: « RB try ——4 ns * wor 
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of the Gentleman Inſtructed. 103 
His Gate is as grave as the old Duke of Alva's, and as 
ſtarch d as that of his Majeſty of Pegs But his Tongue 
rides Poſt, and is a kind of Motus perpetuus; and like 
old Diogenes, or Timon, is always upon the Satyr. In 
fine, I took the Man for Penance in Perſon, and Morti- 
fication in Querpo ; for a meer Mummy pickled in 
Myrrh, and baked in Bitumen. Gentlemen (cries he) 
muſt low Appetite, baulk Senſe, and curb Nature: They 
muſt war upon the Fleſh, repreſs its Sallies, and diet it 
into Obedience: They muſt be humble in Grandeur, poor 
in Wealth, and meek in ſpight of Provocation: They 
muſt melt down their Swords into Croſſes, and turn 
their fine Holland Shirts into Sackcloth. Is not this to 
lay us on our Backs? To break down the Incloſure 
between Quality and Peaſantry? and to call in our Pa- 
tents ? Drudgery is the Portion of Clowns, Pleaſure the 
Inheritance of 8 J could not indeed confute 
his Sophiſms with Reaſon, but will by Practice. And 
if I am not miſtaken, one Fact weighs more than a thou- 
ſand Speculations. Let us ſtrangle this new born Brat in 
the Cradle. Principiis obſta is a nice Maxim: A Spark 
contemn'd breaks often into a Flame. New Errors 
are as highly received into our Iſland, as new Faſhions, 
and we are juſt as conſtant to our Principles, as to our 
The Harangue was received wirh Applauſe, and all vo- 
ted a Remedy. Some would filence Euſebius with a Ba- 
ſtinado, and others with Reaſon. They pitch d upon the 
laſt Opinion as more civil, and leſs dangerous 
An Interview is refolv'd. But who will take up the 
udgels and cloſe with the Enemy? Elentherins found no 
Inclination to meaſure Weapons with a victorious Foe. 
The firſt Engagement had cool'd his Appetite. He had 
not all his Ammunition, and like our German Allies, ex- 
petted a Bill of Exchange to furniſh his Magazine with 
ew Proviſion. F N Thea 
The Expedition (fays one of the Company) is of too 
great Conſequence to be committed to Elemtherins's Con- 
uct ; he has been once fool'd, and a ſecond Attempt ill 
anaged may give an entire Overthrow to our Cauſe. To 
e foil'd and foil'd (fays another with a Smile) may paſs 
or ſynonymous in his Caſe ; the Senſe comes as near as 


—— — 


pe applyd to him. 14 Eleug 


to A Supplement to the firſt Part 


Eleutherius was ſurpriz'd at the Glance, and the Sat- 
caſm call'd for a Bluſh; but Wine prevented the Confu- 
ſion; for it having taken Poſſeſſion of his Cheeks, they 

could admit no other Colour; though to ſpeak: Truth, 


Eleutherius had a great Command over his Blood, and 
= . was within an Ace, as much Maſter of his Face as of his 
A However, he proteſted againſt the Calumny, yet with 
F too much Heat to be innocent; the Wine had warm'd 
N his Courage, but this ſet it on Fire. The Conſult had 
41 ended in a Civil War, had not one of the Company in · 
91 terpos d, and kept the Peace between his Ma jeſties Sub- 
= zects, Nay, he undertook the Command of the Expe- 
3 dition: So that having provided for the Encounter, they 
1 reel d ta their Lodgings, tho ſome took up in the Kennel. 
1 2 eee eee eee eee go 22080 
a DIALOGUE n. 

. 


A Proſecution of the ſame Subject. 
fHilſt Eleutberius prepar d againſt Exſebius on the 
: one fide, his Lady (whom I call Emilia) muſterd I 

Troops on the other. Yeſterday's Diſcourſe lay hard on 
her Ladyſhip's Stomach. . The Gentlewoman was down- 
right Cropſick, and nothing but Revenge was able to 
carry off the Humour. She had been ſo inured to Com- 
liments, that ſhe could not digeſt Euſebius's Freedom. 
lattery had placed her among the Beauties, and Favout 
voted hera Wit. She was fond of the Promotion, and 
by an innate Pride, common to the Sex, aſcribed the 
whole Preferment to Merit, and nothing to Courteſy, 
Now this Lady ſo gawdy in Conceit, could not endure 
to receive Reproof for Incenſe, nor unpalitable Truths 

for fawning Courtſhip. She dreaded a ſincere Tons 
no leſs than a true Glaſs, and would no more ſuffer her 
Conduct to be queſtion'd, than her Complexion. Exj 
Lias indeed had handled her Ladyſhip without Ceremo- 
ny, but her Diſeaſe was mortal: Like an honeſt Sui 
eon, he would not ſpare the Saw to flatter the Patient. 
Jowever, he ſtep d not over the Rules of Breeding, m 
1 IEP; ON ne ker 


of the Gentleman Inſtructed. 105 


kept within the Bounds of Decency : But he could not 
applaud her Follies, nor canonize her Irregularities. She 
was wedded to the World. He told her ſhe embrac'd 
a Shadow, that once would betray her Hopes, and thwart 


* 


Emilia was in the Wrong, but the would net be ſet 
Right. She poſted to Hell, yet would needs be told ſhe 
took the high Way to Heaven: And becauſe the good 
old Gentleman poſtponed her Favour to her Happineſs, 
and refuſed to purchaſe her bonnes graces at the Expence of 


with Satyr and Declamation. Nay, ſome affirm Paſſion 


expired of aSyncop, had ſhe not taken Coach and thrown 
off the ſtifling Humour in the Boſoms of a Female Juntlo, 
with whom the paſs'd the Evening. i 

Emilia found the Ladies in a Commotion, their Con- 
verſation was clamorous, and too earneſt to be indiffe- 
rent. Indeed a kind of South-Eaſt Wind had ruffled their 
Temper, and blown their Tongues into Diſorder. The 
French Packet-boat brought over the Alarm, and Lucia 


Envoy at the French Court, to give Intelligence how 


like to expire; which were more proper for Forty, which 
for Sixteen; which for a riſing, which for a ſetting Beau- 
ty. She received freſh Advice, that the French King 
| had forbid the wearing of Gold Lace, and that all be- 


clipd Commodes, and taken the Sex a Story lower; 
che the Dutcheſs of Burgund) immediately undreſs'd, 

and appear'd in a Fontange of the new Standard; that his 
Majeſty had a Deſign againſt Top: knots ; and had paſsd 


and Pomatums. 6d, 5 
This unexpected Intelligence wrought like Diaturbith 
um Rhea, Paſhion fluſh'd in their Faces, and bur out of 
their Mouths, The Grand Lewis was 8 to the 

= n SENT N N Bar, 


her Expectation with Diſappointment : That the might. 
retrieve her Folly by a timely Divorce: But that Dila- 
tory Put-offs are generally follow'd by an untimely Re- 
pentance. Euſebius might have expected from her Court. 
breeding, a civil Return for fo charitable a Gaveat.. 


her Soul, ſhe flew into a Fury, and repaid his Charity 
had al moſt ſtop'd Reſpiration, and that ſhe had certainly 


(ſo 1 call the Lady) paid the Poſt a Shilling for the Mor- 
tification. To be ſhort, this Gentlewoman entertain d an 
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Modes ebb'd and flow'd; when they firſt appear'd; when 
low a Counteſs lay under the Prohibition ; that he had 


in Counſel an AR againſt the Tranſportation of Waſhes 
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Bar, and pronounced guilty of a high Miſdemeanour} | 
| He was handled by this Female Bench as chavaleerly, as 
the Salamanca Doctor by Sir George Fefferies ; and his 
exorbitant Power received more Lathes in an Hour, than 
| at the Hague, or Vienna, in a Twelve-month. e 
- The Son (fays one) in all his Voyages never ſaw a 
More imperious Prince; he drives at univerſal Monar, 
chy, his Deſires out-ſtretch his Dominions, nothing is 
able to glut his Ambition, but the Slavery of Europe; he 
has beſieged Towns theſe threeſcore Years, now he falls 
fowl upon Faſhions, and hectors at the Toylet as he huffs 
in themyelde © 5c Dif 1 CONE Fe) 
his is (continued another) an Inroad upon our Pri- 
Vilege, and a manifeſt Invaſion of our Right; to model 
Dreſſes is the chief Branch of our Prerogative; nay, its 
our proper Chattel; in a word, it's an Employment en- 
tailed on our rex. „„ 
Indeed I am told (ſays a third) French Laws reach 
not our Iiland; they are contraband here no leſs than 
their Wines; but though there be no Commerce of Trade, 
there is of Modes: We are always French without, tho 
ſeldom within; and though we hate their Soldiers, we 
dote on their Taylors and Sempſtreſſes. We ſhould there- 
fore ſee the Waiters, and ſieze on the reform'd Ware at 
the landing ; nay, and indi& the Seamen upon the Sta- 
tute of no Commerce with France. Eee, 
Emelia expected a Queve with Impatience, and now 
ſhe thought to eaſe her Mind, and to lay open the Cauſe 
of her Chagrin to the Company. Alas! (ſaid ſhe) our 
Privileges are not only rifled at Paris, they are clip'd at 
London: The diſtinguiſhing Marks of Birth and Title 
are defaced; and the Maid ſtands on the ſame Level 
with my Lady: Then ſhe entertain'd the Club with the 
Dialogue between her ſelf and Euſebius, and followd 
the Text with an exaſperating Comment: Nay, ſhe miſ- 
repreſented the Di ſcourſe to fit it for Satyr, and foiſted in 
ſome grating Expreſſions to provoke Reſentment: The 
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Harangue tired the Audience, and almoſt threw a Leaſh bre 
of Ladies into Fits. They loſt Patience, and even Breed: po. 
ing: Paſſion ſiezed on Reaſon, and Revenge gave Li- WM mc 

| berty to the Tongue. When Spight and Impotence meet, nei 
nothing js morę clamorous and extravagant, il pe: 
e 8 St: 


... 


But above all Emilia, was remarkable; Nature had 


favoured her with a voluble Tongue; and her mercurial 


Temper heated with Revenge, improved its Motion to 
Admiration: So that it run at the rate of ten Miles an 
Hour, and laſh'd Euſebius without Mercy or Interrupti- 
on. They leave Monſieur at Ver ſailles to chaſtiſe Exſebius 
at London: He was to be brought upon his Knees. firſt, 
and then to do Penance before the Congregation: But 
theſe ſevere Reſolutions were the Effect of the firſt Heat. 
Time cool'd their Fury, and wrought them into Terms 
of a more reaſonable Satisfaction. They thought there- 


he acknowledg'd the Doctrine he had aJvanc'd was He- 
terodox; rather ſpoken out of Inadvertance than Ma- 
lice, and more. to carry. on Diſcourſe, than to impoſe an 
Obligation. 3. That theſe Words of our Saviour, be per- 
fect, rather intimate a Counſel than a Command: And 
that they concern neither the Dutcheſs, Counteſs, nor 
Gentlewoman. 4. That the foreſaid Ferſons are exempt 
from the Cumbrances of the Goſpel, and lie under no 
Law but of their Pleaſure. Emilia and Lucia drew u 


Man went to Bed, never dreaming of their Defigns ; 
and ignorant of the Work theſe two Cabals had cut him 
out for the next Day's Employment, Of Ps 


SESSRSSSSSSODOOTUDODES 
DAL OGAE M7 
 Euſebius lays open the irre gular Conduct of Ladies. 


ing to Euſebiuss Lodging. They generouſly for once 
broke their Sleep to execute their Commiſſion ; and ex- 


mon Concern of the Sex. Exſebizs ſtarted at the Earli- 
neſs of the Viſit, and began to ſuſpect this unuſual Ap- 
pearance (like monſtrous Births) portended a Turn of 
Hate; or threatned Inundation, or Earthquakes: To 


Jiſe 


of the Gentleman Inſt ructed. | | 107 : 


fore fit to compound with the Gentleman upon theſe Ar- - 
ticles. 1. That he craved Pardon of the Ladies, for af- 
fronting their Character in the Perſon of Emilia. 2. That 


theſe Conditions, and were deputed by rhe Juncto to 
preſent them to Euſebius. In the mean time the good 
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[Milia and Lycia drove away. betimes the next Morn- 
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pos d their Health to the Morning Vapours, for the com- 
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riſe by Candlelight, and to ſet out before the Sun, is fo 
only a Breach of Cuſtom, but a Violation of the Cere. 
monial of Ladies; univerſally they muſt not begin their 
Journies till Phebus has almoſt ended his, nor lay down 
do ſleep, till he prepares to riſe. However, Euſebius re. 
membred his Duty in the Height of his Surprize, and 
xeceived the Deputies with a Reſpect. He would fain 
have regaled them a Diſh of Chocolate, but they refu- 
fed the Offer : For indeed they had already by way of 
Precaution, armed themſelves againſt the Serena with a 
Emilia open'd her Commiſſion, and read her Creden- 
tials ; then, 1am ſent (ſaid ſhe) by a ſeledt Committee 
of Ladies to require Satisfaction. You are, Sir, (I pre- 
fume, continu'd ſhe) too guilty to deny the Charge, and 0 
too much a Gentleman not to ask our Pardon. gu 
Euſebius could ſcarce keep Countenance at this uner- fle. 
; N Harangue; and indeed had not her Ladyſhip wept 
ike April, he might have turn d the Scene into Farce and 
Comedy. Indeed fhe wept ſo heartily, one would have 
thought her favourite Lapdog lay gaſping, or that ſome 
American Planter had kidnap'd the little Animal, to 
tranſplant” the Species into Virginia. It was not Repen- 
tance for her Sins melted her Heart, and drew down theſe 
lentiful Showers : No, no, Vexation alone open'd the 
loodgates of her Eyes, and caft her into this whimper- 
ing Diſtemper. Euſebius (as I faid) had catechiſed der 
Ladyſhip, and ſhe toek his Freedom in Dudgeon: She 


miſtook his Charity for Diſreſpect, and thought her ſelf L 
xFronted, becauſe he pay'd-leſs Reſ pet to her Follies, NE. 
than to her Perſon ; for great Ladies expect Flattery even a 


for thoſe Extravagances for which they are in danger of 
ſaffering Fire and Brimſtone hereafter. Now the yery 
Sight of Exſebius boil'd up her Reſentment to the Brim, 
and becauſe it found not an eaſy Iſſue through the 
Tongue, it broke a Paſſage through the Eyes. 
Euſebius ſeeing Emilia in this Situation, thought open 
Raillery unſeaſonable, and yet he could not reſolve to be 
Serious. He took therefore a Mean, and between Ear- 
neſt and Jeſt; you are, Madam, I perceive, ſaid he, 2 Ned 
publick Minifter ; and this Lady is your Adioint. Why 
was not I advertiz'd of your coming; I might have pre- 
par d the Sopba, or borrow'd his Majeſty's Coaches to f 
4 En ug om con- 


8 
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conduct you to Audience. But ſeeing you are pleas d to 
appear Incognito, let my Ignorance apologize for this 
poor Reception. N ty | i 2 A 

You tell me, I am guilty of Leze Majeſty againſt L4- 
dies ; certainly a Crime of ſo monſtrous a Size would flie 


in my Face, unleſs my Memory were ſhort, or my Con- 


ſcience hardend. Yet though Age hath not were out 


have a Regard for their Perſons, when attended by 
Merit, and waited on by Vertue; but when I find no 


fied Husband, or a gawdy Manto, I reſerve my Eſteem 
for more deſerving Objects. 


guilty before Emilia? Refreſh your Memory, caſt a Re- 


Was it managed by the ſtrict Rules of Decorum? You 
forgot her Station and your own. 

Euſeb. You muſt not wonder, Madam, if I Jeny the 
Indictment; the Law allows it to Criminals, it's the Stile 


Privilege of the Bar. But however, I had, I confeſs, the 


e Honour to argue a Point with Emilia, and the Misfor- 
je tune to diſpleaſe her. Yet the Offence was merely per- 
- Wſonal, ir reach'd not the Court, much leſs the whole ber. 


ie fronts, like Diſeaſes, are not propagated by Sympathy. 

lk Lac. You ſtruck and wounded the whole Sex througls 
s, Exilias Side. Did you not preach up Vertue, not 3p 
en Ws an Ornament to Quality, but as a ſtri& Obligation 3 
of Did you not lampoon our Conduct, and expoſe our Be- 

y WF aviour? | 5 


Eu ſeb. I told Emilia Vertue was her Duty and 1 have 
dcripture for my Warrant. Pray fly in the Face of the 
oly Ghoſt, and bring in an Action of Scandalum magna- 


you, upon Grandeur and Title, and values more a Dairy- 
aid with Vertue, than a Princeſs without it. I ventu- 


Duty; and after a ſerious Application, I found the one 
Dore no Proportion with the other. They jar like Con- 


the one, nor my Morals ſeered the other, Lam not con- 
ſcious of the Treſpaſs. No, I reſpe& their Quality, ind 


Fund of Excellency, but the feminine Gender; a digni- 


JT 
fletion upon Yeſterday's Converſation! Was it genteel? 


of the Court. Now, I ſuppoſe, you will not refuſe me the 


U preſume every Woman is not Legion. And that Af. 


8 — 4 
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r 
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um againſt our bleſſed Saviour. He pinches, I aſſure 


5 . 
5 —— 2 
MA - 


ed alſo to compare the Practice of Ladies with their 


2atk6s, and can no more be reconcil'd than Contradicto- 
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ries. If I arraign the Expreſſes of ſome, *twas only td 


reform them. Charity guided my Tongue, not Satyr. In 


fine, I endeavour'd to correct their Failings, without out- 


raging their Perſons, or inſulting their Quality. Now 


pray Ladies, Where is the Harm? Is it not true, That 
Bod created the World for Man, and Man for himſelf? 


And are not Ladies comprehended in this general End ot 
the Creation? Will they reſign all Claim to Heaven? 
Or ſhake off the Yoke'of Dependance? Are they not 
therefore oblig d to ſerve God both out of Intereſt and 


Duty? Is not this the fundamental Stone of our Religi- 


on? The Capital Maxim of the Goſpel ? The whole 
Load of Chriſtian Promiſes and Precepts lean on this Ba- 
fis. And as God has obſerved no Mean in his Favours to 
us, ſo he has put no Bounds. to our Obligation. Love the 
Lord thy God with all thy Heart. This is Scripture Ladies: 


It's not only God's Word, but his Command; and 1 find 


no where that the topping Females lie without the Pale 
of the Precept: But perhaps you are better read in Shale. 
neee . 


Lab. God be thank d, Sir, we know the Catechifin 


4 q 


Do you ſuppoſe we receiv'd our Education in the Wilds 
= Buſs. 1 queſtion not your Knowledge: It's hard to 
dverlock a Truth God has ſtamp'd within ns. That we 


were made to ſerve God is the firſt Leſſon we learn: But 
by Misfortune we ſeldom look behind the Principle: We 
never take into Conſideration the Conſequences For if 
it be true you were merely created for his Service and 
Glory, every Action that warps from this Point is excel 
trical and irregular : It's a Violation of your Duty, and 
carries you from the End of your Creation: Be pleas dts 
ſurvey your Thoughts and Deſires; calculate your Words 
and Actions; and then tell me, Whether they hankerd 
not more after your Satisfaction, than God's Service 
Whether they aim'd not more at the obliging of Senſt 
than at the Diſcharge of your Duty? And yet you be 
lieve you were placed in this World to ſave your Soul: 
That your only Buſineſs is to fave it: That though 50. 
gain the Univerſe, you loſe all unleſs you fave it: Permit 
me to disbelieve you in this Particular, or to-conelu 
Four Reaſon to be diſorder d.... 
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Cypher, is ſeaſonable: For 1 confeſs a Doubt has hun 
cruelly in my Head, Whether the Knowledge of our Firſ 
rate Mortals of both Sexes reach'd the Center? I have 


' 7 OO ,,,, ty er IR ue . wb 1 5 * n 
6 W K 22. ; 4 q 1 * e 
N 2 , 


Ffurniſh'd than thoſe of Rome; and ſo our Engliſh Vice 
- muſt be content with leſs Equipage: We are not attend. 
ed by a Train of Slaves, nor carried on the Shoulders d 


want ſome Garatts of the ancient Bravery, but general 


tended by more Folly. 


with Epods and Theraphim, and turn the whole Yall 
into a Lypercalia: We build, I mean, to this Procu 


> num 3 
d "I Wei 
A 
. 7 ” 
- Ca hs 
. 
: 
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vilege of the Corporation runs for Eternity. You' ard 
acquainted (you tell me) with this Truth 3 however, 
take the Freedom to rub up your Memory, and I think 
-2 Touch of ir ſometimes, tho it be only in Glance and 


ſpent ſome Reflections upon their Conduct, and find Hell 
in their Practice, but not in their Belief. I have com. 


pared with Grief, Pagan Rowe with Chriſtian London, and 
read in the Practice of this, the Infidelity of the other. 
Their Actions are ſo uniform, one muſt 'conclude then Ml | 
Expectations are the ſame; and that our Engliſh ; 
and Fears, are confined wholly to the Preſent, as well as 
the Romans. For, in fine, theſe Pagan Ladies were litter Ml £ 
to Campus Martins, ours are ccach'd to Hide. Puri; it Wl © 
they ſheer d off to the Theatre, ours drive home by the G 
 Pley-Houſe ; they had their Balls, we are not behin{ i 0! 
Hand in this Diverſion. The Roman Ladies hung Previn Wl M 
ces in their Ears, and carried the Price of Kingdoms of Be 
their Backs; and their Vanity ſwell'd to that Exceſs, tut of 
nothing but a Decree of the Senate, was able to pu th. 
Bounds to its Extravagance. Indeed our Banks are I Wa 


Gazls, or Germans; our Pendants and Necklaces mi 


they weigh more than our Lands, and Lordſhips; thy 
eat up our Glebe, and prey upon our very Titles. v 
that though our Vanity has leſs Pomp and State, its 


I confeſs Venus and Cypid have no Altars in our Ch | 


ches, yet tho' they are clear of Idols, Idolatry goes ol 
Like Michas we worſhip theſe little Proſtitutes at Howie 


and Pander, Altars in our Hearts, out of the reach 
Parliament or Church-wardens ; and ſacrifice (not Dovdl 
bur all our Thoughts, Defires, and Actions, to thoſe le 
Divinities, For pray conſider, D) not Love Intrigues tal 
up the Time of Chriſtians, as well as of the old Pagan 
And are they not carried an with as much Heat and 
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Femony at Zondon as at Rowe? Can Hiſtory inftance one 
Fact of Incontinence. that we have not adopted by Pra- 
Rice ? Nay, the Copies we draw out-do the Originals; 
and we bluth | 
demns to Fire and Brimſtone, as, the Pagans at thoſe 
Idolatry placed in Heaven. Fi 


Now, who can draw any other Concluſion from ſuch 
a Reſemblance of Practice, but a Reſemblance of Be- 


lief? And that England tho Chriſtian without, is no 
leſs Pagan within than America? For what is the Diffe⸗ 


over Europe; he examines the Behaviour and Employ- 


the Doctrine and the Practice, he concluded Chriſtianity 
was Mummery and Romance: That we did not believe 
in Europe, what we preach d in India; and, in fine, that 


| a ; N ; 
nl -hriſtianity Was rather a Myſtery of Iniquity than of | 
+ odlineſs. For he could not conceive it poſſible for ſo. 


e) who profeſs a Goſpel of Love and Amity, outrage 
heir Brethren, and welter in the Blood of their neareſt 


cir. Exile? Can Men believe Chriſt ſuffered for theim 
rrour, or even Scruple ? Can they believe Luft is for- 


id, and at the ſame time make it their Buſineſs to ex- 


ond their natural Inclination ? To plunge. into Debau- 
i leſs upon Appetite, fan by way of Exploit and 


: 
Ya » 


as little at thoſe Crimes our Religion cona 


rence, but that our Name is better, and our Vices worſe. 
I have heard that a Faponeſe, by the Inſtruction of 2 


Pr conceived a high Idea of the Chriſtian Religion 
, ut all the Rhetorick of the Preacher was unable to bring 
him over till he had taken a Journey into Europe. With - 
cl the firſt fair Wind he ſes Sail for Goa, he doubles the 


Cape of Good Hope, and Lands at Lisbon; he travels 


ments of Chriſtians, he compares their Lives with their 
Zelief; the Looſeneſs of their Actions with the Severity 
of their Precepts ; and finding no Proportion between 


many Millions to run counter to the Laws of their Pro- 
eflion, and to combine to confute by an univerſal Prac: 
ice all the Articles of their Creed. Can Men (ſaid 


Relations ? Can Men who are bid to 5. up all their 
Concerns upon 

rth? Can they take up here, as if they were never to 

emove, and ſettle with Satisfaction in the very Place af 


ins, and yet crucify him in their Oaths ? Or that God 
ill ayenge Crimes, and yet commit the blackeſt without 


e fleſh, and whip on the Paſſions to Exceſſes, even bes: 


Cullantry? 


** 6— EN " 
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Gallantry? This poor Idolater could not conceive how 
Chriſtians Conduct could vary fo prodigioully from their 
Judgments : How their Law could teach Morality," and 


their Actions breath Impiety. And ſo return'd into his 
Country with this Perſuaſion, that our Religion was al 
Artifice, all Criminal, or all Chriſtians Infidels. 
Emil. Well Scolding is à Song of two Parts; if you 

take one, I may be tempred to take the other. Provi- 
dence ſpoil'd a good Surgeon to make an ill Gentleman, 
Your Genios lies ſo to Diſſection, I believe you'take az 
much Pleaſure in the cutting up ef a Fault, or in read. 
ing upon the Soars' of your Neighbour, as a Doctor o 

the College in the anatomizing of a Malefactor taken 
from the Gibbet. Jake your way; lampoon the whole 0 


Race of Chriſtians, and make a Satyr upon the Nation. n 
You have aſſumed the Office” of | Cenfor-General; and 5 
what will you gain but Enemies and Reproof ?' | WM h 
Luc. His Invective, Madam, reaches not us, we do ri 
no harm; our Conduct is Innocent, and our Behaviour w. 
belies not our Profeſſion : 1— Nonsens 4547 . 4 e of 
Euſeb. Tam not diſpoſed to libel Ladies, nor to bur- 
leſque Mankind. But I am concern d in earneſt, to fee no 
People in ſpight of all Sollicitation to be happy, run head: La 
Jong like crown d Victims to their Ruin. Io ſee Chf. 0 
ſtians claim a Right to the vaſt Promiſes of our Redeem Wl wi 
er, and at the ſame time to break through all the Pritici- ot! 
ples that ſupport the Title. You fix your Security upon tho 
this wretched Maxim, I do no Harm. Suppoſe it true Bl upc 
Will this enfure your Happineſs ??? has 
J You have certainly confider'd; Matth. 25. 'You hin of f 
Fead the Parable of a Maſter, who call'd his Servant a B 
Account for a Talent. Be pleaſed upon my Recoil Ha 
mendation to turn once more to the Place: It ſeemꝭ de N 
ſign d for your Inſtruction; weigh the Drift, and ſtop % Tin 
every Circumſtance. This Man deliver d his Servant the 
Talent, with a Command to lay it but at 'Intereſt : "BW nd 
reflecting on the one ſide, perchance that the Bank wolf 7 
funk, and the Security queſtionable ; and on the'othe rac 
chat his Maſter was ſevere and exacting, he thoight tific⸗ 
z piece of Policy to ſecure the Capital; and reftor'd an; 
immediately at his Return. But the Maſter treats tho. 
Man with Heat and Out-rage / and idle Servant. ity 
xeerives the Talent with Indignation, he coogs him Ne 


2 
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Goal ; and then condemns him to weeping and gna ſhing 
of Teeth. Now this poor Wretch was neither Thief nor 
Martherer ; he neither waſted his Lord's Goods, nor ali- 
enated em. It's true, he laid not out the Money to In- 
tereſt ; but he ſecured the Principal: And if he did no 
Good, he was charged with no Harm. Notwithſtand- 
ing this Plea brought him not off; he was found guilty 
of Negligence and Idleneſs, and received both Sentence 
and Puniſhment, - F-07154 13; cas” 1 e 
So that, Ladies, the very Ground of your Security was 
the Cauſe of his Damnation. He was unprofitable, but 
not wicked; he encreaſed not his Maſter's Stock, nor 
did he embezil it. You pretend you do no Harm, but 
confeſs you do no Good; you do not ſerve God, and will 
not offend him. If this pretence did not protect the 
Steward, nor ſtave off the Sentence, why ſhall it plead 
harder for you; unleſs perchance the Female Sex has 
right to more Indulgence than the Male ; or that God 
will have regard 0 Quality; or that the Court lies out 
of the Verge of his Juriſdition® 

But in good earneſt, Ladies, Do you no Harm ? Is it 

not Harm to wander from the Cradle to the Coffin in a 
Labyrinth of Amuſements, either vain or childiſh ? Is ic 
n0 Harm to tire your ſelf upon the Concerns of this World, 
without ſpending one Thought upon the Affairs of the 
other? Is it 20 Harm to play the Prodigals, to laviſh 

thoſe precious Moments of Time that compoſe your Lives 
upon Balls, Masks, and Dreſſing? Perchance Education 

has given you falſe Notions of Iime; you are ignorant 


or its Value; you are perchance apter to look upon it as 
£208 2 Burthen, than a Favour, as a Drug that lies upon your 
ol Hands, than a Treaſure. Suffer me to diſabuſe you. 
de. Nothing is more valuable, nothing more precious than 
pa Time, every Moment is worth an Eternity; the Bliſs of 


the Saints is but the Reward of Time well husbanded ; 
and the Torments of the damned are the diſmal Effects 


Grace, or of the beatifical Viſion ? This Grace, this bea- 
ifcal Viſion are the Price of Time. The damned Souls 
an never ſoften God's Juſtice 3 tho they weep eternally ; 
ho they groan eternally under the Weight of his Seve- 
Fity ; and yet in one Moment of Time aſſiſted by his 
PO ene 

, 3 2 . 1 


of Time miſuſed. Do you comprehend the Value of 
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It, nay, when you labour more to miſapply it, than God 


Interruption ? And yet they burn for the very Principle 


| They cry louder for Time, than the unha 
Water, and prize a Moment, above the 


many Empires would Alexander, Cæſar, and Meſlaline 
give up for one Hour? But alas ten thouſand Worlds wil 
not purchaſe a ſingle Moment. Is it then no Harm to 
drake away a Treaſure able to buy Paradiſe ? In fine, 


nergy for a Moment's Reprieve, demonſtrate Time has: 


being torn to Peices by the Street-Infantry ? Do you feel 
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new our Claim to Heaven, and return to his Favour 
Happineſs therefore and Miſery, and-both Eternal, dee 
pend on Time. Yet you do no Harm when you miſpend 


requires to manage it to Advantage. ep 
- How many Wretches ſulter in Flames without Pity, or 


you maintain, that it's u Harm to trifle away Time, 
But, Ladies, Flames have reftored em to their Wits, and 
brought them to a jaſt Acknowledgment of their Error: 
They deplore their Miſtake with fruitleſs Tears, and 
draw from their late Repentance no Lenitive but Deſpair, 
bp Dives for 

aves of the 
Ocean. Would God expoſe Time to Sale, the Number 
of Chapmen would equal that of the Reprobates. How 


ſaunter away our Lives, and like Children duck and 
Ladies, our Death-Bed Wiſhes that ſue with ſuch an E- 


real Value: For why ſhould it appear ſo deſirable, when 
the moſt gaudy Vanities of the World raiſe Contempt. 
Emil. So, Euſebias has pronounced our Dooms ; we 
are already damned in Effigy, nay, and all Mankind in 
Emblem and Hieroglyphick. Are you not afraid, Sir, of 


no Pangs of Compunction for ſuch Anti-chriſtian Aſer Wi 
tions? I conid no more Sleep with ſuch a weighty Sin up- 
on my Conſcience, than I could breathe fifty Fathom un 
der Water. What, nothing but Hell and Damnation WM 
for poor Mortals after a plentiful Redemption? But! 
ſuppoſe you ſtand off in Generals, and comprehend u 
not in your Sentence; for I thank God, I always have a0 
Eye on the main Chance; I am at Peace within, and 
take Account of my Time. 1 
Euſeb. Miſtake me not, Judicature is the Flower d 
God's Prerogative, he alone crowns the Vertue of tit 
Righteous, and puniſhes the Crimes of the Ungodly. 1 
have not ſurvey d the Region of Darkneſs, nor peru 


the Regilter of Lafer, ſe war | zm ignorant of U 
1 


Ga. 
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Number of the unfortunate, and unacquainted with their 
Perſons ; yet certainly if Scripture be the Rule of Good 
and Evil, if it points at the Road that leads to Death, 
without ſtraining the Law of Charity, I may pronounce 
the greateſt part of our Beaus and Bells are in a fair way 
to Damnation. For who ſteers by that Compaſs ? Who 
follows that Guide? Nay, in Defiance of Self-Intereſt, 
Revelation, and Reaſon too, we cut upon all the Maxims 
of the Goſpel, as if it were to be underſtood backwards, 
and that Vice ſtood for Vertue, Vertue for Vice, an 
Hell for Heaven. But it ſeems your Club is not like o- 
ther People; your Conſciences are ſerene, without Storm 
or Cloud, you enjoy within a ſweet Spring, a gentle 
Calm, as af the Halcyons had built their Neſts in your 
very Souls. You make not a falſe Step from January to 
December, every Thought is. ſeraphick, every Motion 
more than-Chriſtian, every Moment of Time is managed 
with Though and Conſideration. Its pity Canonizations 
are out of Faſhion in England, you might elſe ſtand fair 
for a place in the Calendar. But in good Earneſt is your 
Conduct fo irreproachable * Do you allow ſo much 
Time to God? Solittle to Vanity? Let us try (if you 
pleaſe) this Paint by plain Fact: It deſerves Attention. 
Pray then, Ladies, what is the grand Occupation of the 
Day? Between eight and nine in comes my Ladies Wo- 
man to range in Order and Method all the little Irinkets 
of the Toylet. She chuckles together a whole Covy of 
Eſſences and Perfumes, ſhe commands Combs to their 
Poſts, Pomatums to theirs, Waſhes 4-14-mede to theirs. 
lere is Contrivance in Folly, and Confuſion in Order. 
One would take a Dreſſing-room. for a Toy-ſhop, or a 
lercery of ſmall Ware. Nay, I have heard it compar'd 
o an Army in Array, for the little Knicknacks ſtand in a 
military Poſture ; ſome are divided into Batallions; o- 
hers into Squadrons ; ſome make up the left, ſome the 
ight Wingz and I have ſeen a Corps de reſerug upon 
Side-board ready for ſudden Occaſions. A French 
laſs 4-la-mode commands in the Gorps de bataille ; at 
us Beck the Patch-boxes march, Powders and Eſſences 
dvance, Combs enter upon Duty; and then on a ſud- 
ain, halt, and now my Lady makes her intrado, and 
degins the great Work of the Day. She conſults her. O- 
©le the Glaſs upon the State of her Health and Beauty; 


4-g--- What 


What Change ſince laſt Night, time has wrought-in het 


Degrees. At length ſhe comes to the Patches: Here is 


be checker d a- la. mode. And when ſhe has baited the 


ſince her Levee, the only named God when ſhe told the 
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Complexion, whether it carries on its Approaches with 
ſpeed ; or whether it draws near the Glacis, and when 
probably it may maſter the Out-workr? l 
And now her Ladyſhip brandiſhes the Combs, and the 
Powders raiſe Clouds in the Apartment. She trims up 
the Commode, ſhe places it ten times, unplaces it as often 
without being ſo fortunate as to hit upon the Critical 
Point. She models it to all Syſtems, but is pleas d with 
none. For you muſt know ſome Ladies fanſy a Vertical, 
others an Horizontal Situation ; others Dreſs by the Nor- 
thern Latitude, and others lower its Point to forty-five 


Plea for Fancy, and Room for Invention, no wonder 
then if the Operation takes up Time, and calls for Study 
and Reflection; its hard to reſolve upon the Number, 
harder upon the Size, and much more eaſy to billet an 
Army, than to aſſign each Patch its proper Station, 
Twelve ſtrikes before her Cheeks are inlaid, and her Face 


Chambermaid, and ſtroaked her Lap-dog, in comes Din. 
ner; down ſhe ſits not to eat, but to fret; one Diſh is tod 
high ſeaſon d, another too low; this is too ſweet, that 
too ſower; the Pigeons are too lean, the Pullets too fat; 


Cook, God ſends Meat, and the Devil ſends Gols. Here 
is the great Concern of the Morning, this takes Madam! 
Thoughts, this runs away with her Care, and ſweeps + 
way with one half of the Day. Yet ſhe does no Ham 
ſhe is thrifty of Time, ſhe puts it to Account, theft 
Hours (no doubt) are wifely employ'd ; they are lail 
out to 8 and will fludtifp to a Miracle. 
But now the Evening Employment calls upon her. 
ſteps into the Coach, drives to the Exchange in ti 
Strand ; from thence to Cheapſide, and at her Retu 
ſtrikes in at Pater-noſter- Now. In one Place ſhe learns ne 
Faſhions, here ſhe cheapens Silks, there China Diſhe 
here Perfumes, there Pomatums. She coaches the War 
and leaves a Billet for the Reck'ning. Being cleared d 
Buſineſs, ſhe's fit for Diverſion. She poſts therefore to ih 
Park, where ſhe ſuppoſes every one admires her. Soil 
indeed are ſmitten with her Drapery, whilſt others pil 
her Folly ; but all agree, her Vanity outweighs her 1 
| : | me 


ment, that ſhe is richer without than within, and that her 
Wit ſparkles leſs than her glorious Equipage. She makes 
the Round, enquires who is come to Town; who has 
ſlipp'd aſide into the Country; who is lately married; 
who lies in; and having diſcharged her Commiſſion, 
and delivered her Errand, ſnhe rowls Home by the Play- 


ſence. This is a Ladies Life in Epitome, her Employ- 
ment in Short-hand. One Days Work is the Copy of 
another, and one Year ſhews the Practice of forty. . . 

And now, Ladies, which Action of the Day bids fair for 
Heaven? which calms your Conſcience, and puts you out 
of ' Apprehenſion of a final Miſcarriage ? Which diſtin- 
guifhes the Chriſtian from the Pagan? The Heir of Pa- 
radiſe from the Child of Lucifer? I fancy the Chineſe 
Dames (who are Strangers to the Joys and Terrors, of 
the other World) take the Scheme of: their Lives from 
the Plan of yours. They work by your Sample, and 
copy the European Original. They while away their 
Time upon Trifles; they dreſs and undreſs as you do; they 
idolize-a little Body, that once muſt fall in the Grave, 
anid repair with Artifice the ravage of the Age; they 
ſteer by the Impulſe of Senſe, and follow the Current of 
Inclination. Eaſe is the Object of their Wiſhes, and 
Vertue of their Averſion. If the Lives of Infidels and 
Chriſtians: carry ſuch a Reſemblance, I fear their Ends 
will bear the ſame Proportion; for how can they march 
on the ſame Road, and not arrive at the ſame Ierm? 
Luc. Here is a Libel upon the Sex, and the Character 
is obliging; but the Picture is taken from Imagination, 
not from Life. It's a Daſh at Random; an Eſſay of Wit 
to ſport the Faculty, and to breath the Spleen. I per 
ceive you ſeldom frequent the Church; for did you 
vouchſafe to make an Appearance there on the Lord's 
Day, you would ſee the Ladies in the Pews, as well as 


in the Park, or-inithe Boes. 
Euſeb. I beg your Pardon, - I had almoſt forgot the 

Sabbath. Occupation.” Sunday is àa Day of Reſt, and fo 
Ladies ſtand Religiouſly to its Primitive Inſtitution, i. e. 
they conſecrate it to Sleep and Repoſe; it's a Day of 
Vacation too, and by conſequence the moſt proper Sea» 
ſon for Phyſick. Iknew a Lady ſick of a Chronical Dir 
temper, that puzaled the 7 tor, and threw the Apothe- 

ed Os 14 | ary 


Houſe; unleſs a Ball ox a ſecret Aſſignation deſire her Pre- 


n 
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eary into Fits of Amazement. Its Symptoms were extras 
ordinary, and its Accidents without Preſident ; ſhe way 
in a perfect State of Health and Vigour all the Week, 


43 


and always difcompos'd on the Lord's Day; nay, I waz 
inform'd the diſcern'd by the Beat of the Pulſe a Feaf 
from a Feria, without the help of Poor Robin. But pray 
Madam, what Motive leads you to Church ? Sometimes | 
you appear to teach, ſometimes to learn new Faſhions; 
perchance alſo you have fail'd in the Return of a Viſit, 
and nothing but an Apology in a Holy Place can atone 
for the Breach of a Ceremony ſo ſacred. I take it for 
granted you diſclaim the Quality of. a Suppliant ; why 
elſe do you diſdain” the Poſture ? Kneeling is indeed im: 
proper (I mean impertinent) for thoſe who have no In- 
_ clination to pray : Nay, I ſuſpect (without the Conſent 

of King and Parliament) you have enacted to your 
ſelves the prophane Part of Dariuss Law, of making no 
FH Gton7 72 nr 750 ran, 
Tell me ingenuouſly, do you not enter inte the Church 
as Caligula did into the Temple, not to pray, but to te- 
ceive Homage? Do you not fancy a Place on the Altar 
becomes your Ladyſhips better than Silver Candleſticks 
or Baſons ? I grant upon Occaſions the Fame of a cele- 
brated Preacher may decoy you into the Sanctuary, and 
To Curioſity ſubdues Sloath, and one Vice makes room 
for another; but then is Rhetorick runs away with 
your Attention, not his Morality; you hearken to Criti, 
ciſe or Applaud, not to Learn. In ſine, you flock to the 
Pulpit as the Romans did to their Noſtra, to hear Orato- 
ry, and to ſee Declamation, and thus you Coach back iſ 
to your Lodgings. All theſe Sins you carry'd to the Ser; 
mon, beſides a ſufficient Cargo you overtook in the 


Streets, or pickt up in the Congregation, + -/: 
And as in the Morning you 2 to laugh and chat 
with your Pew- Fellows; ſo after Dinner with the Heay 
theniſh Jews, you riſe to Play, the Table-cloth is removed 

to make Place for the Cards. Did Gaming keep within 
the Pale of a mere Recreation, perchance a Set after the 
Evening Service might be tolerated. But alas! Liberti- 
niſm and Avarice have given it the Freedom of the City; 
| Jr's erected into a Company as well as the Society of Tay- I 
fors and Haberdaſhers. In a word, 'tis become-a Calling; 
pay, a laborious and ſervile one too, Ladies toil and 
4. 5 Aarudge 
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Arudge at it Day and Night, they give up their Privilege 
to — Remiffion. ben., both 1 divine — 
provided for the baſeſt Mechanicks : The very Sabbath 
is no Day of Reſt and Relaxation te them; this Trade 
goes on, when all other Shops are ſhut, and (to confute 
the common Excuſe, we do no Harm) ſometimes. at one 
ſitting a Child's Portion is-truckt for a ſwing on the 
Rack, which Lunaticks are pleas'd to call Diverſion, _ 
Luc. Well; and where is the Harm in all this? 
Euſeb. Nay, Madam, if this Failure be little in your 
Opinion, I fear your Conſcience will appear leſs. What 
Harm to AY runny the Church and the Sabbath too? 
Why, it's a Complication of Sacrilege and Inſult; and 
do theſe Crimes ſtand for Cyphers in your Caſuiſtry ? They 
ſtrike directly at your Maker, and almoſt imply Atheiſm 
by Illation; they wound your Neighbour alſo by Re- 
flexion, and claſh with Juſtice and Nature. For is not 
Juſtice vielated, and Nature outraged, when you Card 
or Dice away a. Labourer's Sallery, or a Child's Portion ? 
anleſs perchance our Engliſh Proverb, The better Day the 
better Deed, ſanctifies the Action. Well I perceive the 
Sex is impeccable, unleſs it Vaults over the two Tables 
ff the Decalogue together, or ſwallows Sins like Carro- 
Say Comfits, by the Dozen. Vo 
Tze Ladies fate all this while upon the Tenters, and 
Feceiv d the Mercurial, as they ſwallow Pills, with wry 
Faces in abundance ; they broke off the Homily a hun- 
red Times, and as often ſprinkled the Diſcourſe with Ex- 
Woſtulation, their Paſſion flow'd too faſt to be pent in; 
ey were neither able to keep Silence, nor to ſpeak to the 
Wurpoſe z and Anger that loos'd their Tongue, fettered 


to ſome Terms of Moderation; he deſir'd their Atten+ 
Infor a Moment, with Aſſurance they ſhould have time 
interpoſe; He proteſted that he intended Inſtruction, 

Wt Satyr; that he honoured the Sex, but fawn'd not on 
W Vices. But the Comment upon their Sandy Beha- 
or ſpoil d all, he might as well have reaſon'd down a 
i nicane, or argued the Cholerick Ocean into a Calm, 
Complement theſe Females into Silence. Their Re- 
tment had taken Fire, and all their Paſſion boil'd over 
h Noiſe and Tumult. In fine, Impatience ſtept inta 

Coagh-box, and drove theix Ladyſhips beyond the 
Bound? 


— 2 


Weir Reaſon. But Euſebius endeavoured to ſooth 'em 
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Capricious Horſes, it runs faſter when you draw in, than 
their Sallies, and receiv'd ſome Diſcharges of Chaſe. 


_ themſelves into a good Humour. Wa 
can ſuch a Conduct ſtand with the Belief. of an Eterni- 


on, who are perſuaded their Al depends upon the Mx 


in Reverſion; to run up to your Baptiſm and recolled 


thing, and without Care it will bubble us, and put upon 


to interrupt your Converſation, and muſt make a ſmi 
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Bounds of Decency. Euſe bias had read that Non-iefif; 
ance tames Fury, whilſt Oppoſition made it; that like 


when you looſe the Reins : He. therefore gave Way to 


ſhot. At length the Humour was drain'd, and the Tem- 
peſt ended in Serenity. And as Topers drink themſelves 
ſober, ſo theſe Ladies talked away Impatience, and ver d 


biw,). 


The Storm being over, Ladies, (continued. Ex 


ty? Can Women throw Time away with fo little Cauti- 


nagement of it? Can they put any Streſs upon the Ei- 
Atien of future Happineſs, who perch with ſo much 
| 2 upon preſent Satisfactions ? You would do 
well, to face your Practice with your Profeſſion; to ba- J 
Jance what you receive in Hand, with what you expeck 


your firſt Engagement; for the World is a bewitching 


us with Trifles, and when once it has got the Aſcendant 
'twill foment Ignorance: for an Excuſe of Liberty; tuil 


bribe a Man's Conſcience, and Subpene Reaſon again LA 
himſelf: For certainly its Promiſes charm Senſe, and! fine 
preſent Poſſeſſion tranſports Nature; but you ſhould 1 Ag 
member that Ratsbane is made with Sugar, and that tc. - 
moſt ſweet Poiſon is generally the moſt ſwift and mo- 8 
tal. Let therefore Health take Place of Pleaſure, ai idia 
ſcorn to die of the childiſh Diſeaſe of Liquoriſhneſs. y 


Euſebius had continued, but Neander's Arrival put 
Stop to his Diſcourſe. He came to lead him to Them 
chus the Atheiſt, and was ſurprized to ſee his Friend i 
ſo extraordinary an Engagement. Tam ſorry (ſaid it 


Apology for my Incivility. But indeed I had: rather! 

uilty of the Breach of Behaviour, than of my Wot 
| promis'd laſt Night to conduct you to your Adverla) 
the Time draws near, and he expects your Appearance 
Euſeb. We Men of Arms are expos'd to Surprizcs | 
fell this Morning into an unexpected Ambuſcade, ! 
found my Quarters ſtorm'd, before I received any Int 
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gige my ſelf, and to compoſe the Buſineſs 4 Pamiable, 
we muſt ſue T heomachas for a Ceſſation of Arms till to 
Morrow, and then we'll open the Campaign. Neander 
ſent his Man with a Letter to Theomachus, who acqui- 
eſced to the Propoſal. 1 | wth 


W7 T N 3 e 112 
In the mean time, Emilia turning her ſelf to Neander, 
ſpoke thus: Though I have had not the Honour of your 
Acquaintance, Iam glad of your Arrival. Your Mein 
tells your Birth, and methinks I read good Nature in 
your Forehead. Euſebius has treſpaſs'd upon our Patience, 
he has handled Quality with the Rudeneſs of a Carman, 
and flouriſh'd upon the Conduct of the Sex with Unde- 
cency of Application, and the-utmoſt Strains of Clowne- 


un. - Nay, he throws us out of Senſe, and will not allow 
i us any Tincture of Morality. Indeed his Civility and 

Judgment are both of a Size: Providence ſeems to have 
bent you to or Re nts fo ng nt 
; Neand. Madam, His Majeſty has not honoured me 


with the Dignity of Knighthood, and ſo I lie under no 


vi particular Obligation to defend diſtreſs d Damſels. Hows 
oO ever your Quality commands my Aſſiſtance, and your 
“// ᷣ . Rod 
l The Compliment took to Admiration; Joy poſted 
in through every Joint, and charmed. the Lady into a plea- 
nd 


ſing Humour, She who before ſpilt Gall and Vine- 
gar, by a ſtrange Metamorphoſis became all Honey, all 
Sugar. She had ſeen Forty,” ſo that. her Complexion 
as in its Wain, her Charms had ſtepp'd over the Me- 
idian, and touch'd ſome Points of the e: Yet ſhe 
duoy'd up the Decays of Nature by the Support of Art, 
and flung ſuch a comely Varniſh on theſe Breaches time 
ad made, that like Zeuxis the miſtook Life for Impo- 
ure, the Effects of her Vanity for the Work of her 
reator, and the Relicks of Age for Beauty. Nay, ſhe 
rentur'd once to confeſs. in good Company, Fifty Years 
eigh'd leſs on her Shoulders, than Thirty on her Face. 
les, ſaid ſhe, whilſt my Checks wear June, let my Hair 
ut on December. 5 ee 

A Compliment therefore ſo a propos, ſo agreeable to 
ter Inclination, caſt the Lady in a Trance, and laid all 
\eſentment aſleep. She became leſs untractable and 
P Wat docile, ſhe deſired to learn not to diſpute, but ra- 
0 01 her to amend her 0 Conduct than to defend it: In Ef- 


d heard Eujebine with Antentign © This 
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chan Corroſives. They may be ſooth'd into their Duty, 


Compliment for his, and forgot net to inſinuate the Va. 
ue ſhe put upon his Eſteem. Then turning to Euſebiu, 
Sir, (ſaid ſhe) T undertake not the Defence of Ladies: 


Let the Correction and the Diſorder go together, and 
det thoſe who carry off the Pleaſure of a bad Action feel 
The Puniſhment. Muſt Lacretia be hooted at for a Pro- 


Hellen left Menelaus for a Gallant ? Or ary ſtand fot 


reſts of our Judges better complexioned. We are al 
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rouzed up by Temptation, is apt to rebel again Prince 


than Judgment; and I always revenge my ſelf on ud 
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This ſuddain Change hath often made me conclude} 


chat Lenitives are more proper for Womens Conſtitutiong 


but not hectored. A kind Word is more perſuaſive wit] 
them than a ſtrong Reaſon, 3 2 
After ſome Recollection, Emilia return d Neander 2 


None are without their Failings, and ſome not without 
Crimes: And J confeſs that the Number of thoſe is leſs 
who live up to their Profeſſion, than of thoſe who diſho« | 
nour it. Some ſquare their Condu& rather by the Goſ- 
pel of Senſe, than of St. Marrhew : And others are better 
vers d in the Art of dreſſing, than of living well. But why 
muſt the General be laſh'd for the Faults of Particulars? 


ſtitute, becauſe Meſſaline caft off Shame ? Muſt Suſan 
beat Hemp in the ancient Palace of Bridenell, | becauſe 


Fury, becauſe Fezabel deſerved the Title? I hope Weſ- 
minſter- hall Juſtice is leſs partial than yours, and the Ar 


(as I have ſaid) liable to Miſcarriage ; the beſt Prince 
pled trip ſometimes : For Nature proyoked by Senſe, anl 


ple. And then the Odds are vaſt on Nature's Side 
What Wonder if Ladies train'd up in the Art of Bell 
viour overlook the Precepts of Morality, and perſual 
People by their Practice, they are better acquainted witlMhi 
the — 65 hc: of the Court, than the Theological an" 
the Goſpel. e 1 
Lac. Madam, theſe Satyrs, rather flow from Pall 


Toys with Silence; Contempt blunts the Edge of a keel 
Lampoon better than Reaſon, and no Reply diſappoint 

the Author, and throws him off the Hinges. In a Wow 
E«ſebius's Railing is no credible Qualification, it's a ce 
tain Symptom of a deſperate Cauſe. For who flings D 
that has another Weapon at Comniand? ' 
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 Faſeb. Godt forbid I ſhould follow thoſe Sparks, who 
have been the Dupe of one Woman, impeach the whole 
Sex as Complices of his Diſappointment. No, no, if 
ſome Women deſerve blame, others cannot be prais d too 
much: Their Vertues are above Panegyrick, and their 
Merits above the Flight of Eloquence or Hyperbole. 
Who can read the Book of Judith without Admiration 
and Tranſport ? This great ram d 
above the Spheres by the Hands of Angels. Valour 
equalled her Beauty, and Vertue topp'd both. She had 
nothing Feminine but the Sex : Never was Grace better 
plac'd than on her Brow; it flaſh d a Mixture of Charms 
and Terror ; ſhe darted Love, and commanded Re- 
ſpect : She attackt a proud Conqueror at the Head of a 
victorious Army, and ſubdu'd his Heart with her Face, 


co take off his Head with his own Sword. In fine, this 
brave Amazon fill'd the Arias Camp with Confuſion, 
| Wand Betbalia with Triumph. She ſtopt the Conqueſts of 
| Wan ambitious Prince, and the Ruin of an innocent City. 
What ſhall I fay of the great St. Catharine, Wealt 


| health 
Tomh, and Beauty enter d into a triple Alliance againſt 


fe Wer Vertue. Hell join'd Force, and Idolatry crnelty to 
„he Confederates. Vet the defeated their Deſigns, and 
ais d a Trophy to her Sex, and an eternal Monument to 
ier Vertue upon their Ruin, for ſhe overcame the Vanie 
il Wy of Philoſophers with her Learning, the brutiſh Paſſion 
f an amorous Emperour with her Chaſtity, and the 
an Mage of Hangmen with her Conſtancy. Flattery could 


wot bend her Courage, nor Wheels break it: She liv'd a 
hriſtian, and died a Martyr i ata 
St. Ambroſe ſeems to have ſpent all his Rhetorick upon 
. 406 ; yet his Words fall ſhort of ber Actions; and 
$15 Child did more than Eloquence can expreſs. Her 
iety was above her Age, and her Vertue above Nature. 
he Courage of this young Lady over-matcht the Forti- 
ude of Alexander, and few Men at Threeſcore arriv'd 
t that Love of God ſhe breath'd at Thirteen. Her Bo- 
y was too little to receive the Sword, though not to 
iu vercome it, and altho' the was too young for 3 
le was Tipe for Victory. The Spectators trembled whil& 
e ſtood unconcern'd, and the Executioner that gave the 
Dil low ſhew'd more Symptoms of Fear, than ſhe that re- 
n fine, the tell in the Copabar, and won ;of 


22 


dy ſeem d to be framd 
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- with Victory: For as St. Gprian notes, tho” Martyrs die] 
they are not overcome, and they are invinſible becauſe 
they brave Death. Vinci not poſſunt, & mori poſſunt, & 
doc ip ſo invifti ſunt,” quia mori non timent. 
The wiſe: Conduct of Clotilda drove Paganiſm out of 
France, and rais'd Churches to the true God on the Ruins 
of Polytheiſm: She ſoftened the Obſtinacy of her Huſ. 
band by Inſtructions, and poliſht the Ruffneſs of his War- 
like Vertues, with the Practice of Morality; and at laſt 
brought this great Prince from Paganiſm, and the whole 
Kingdom to Chriſtianity. © Hermenegildes owes his Faitli 
to the Piety of his dear Ingundes, for he had died Arian, 
If this orthodox Princeſs had not made him Catholic, 
In a word, God ſeems to have traind up Ladies for the 
Propagation of the Goſpel: A Martha, and a Magdalen 
receiv d out Saviour into their Houſe, before they let him 
into their Hearts; they refreſſid in Bethania his tire 
Limbs after the Fatigues of his Function; and when one 
Apoſtle betray'd him, and the others abandon'd him, 
Mary follow'd our Lord to Cavalry; and there durſt min- 
ple her innocent Tears with the ſacrilegious Cracifige's 0 
the Rabble. When the Apoſtles doubted of Chriſt's Re 
ſurrection, ſhe proclaim'd it without Heſitation; andin 
Recompence of her Faith, Chriſt commiſſion'd her to ab 
ſume the Office of Apoſtle to the very Apoſtles! Where 
ever God ſpread the Goſpel, he provided a Lady to fur 
ther it. Helena planted the Faith in the Roman Empin i 
Ceſarea in Perſia, Gezela in Hungary, Ogla in Ryſſh 
Dambruca in Polony, and Ethelbarga in Germany. In al 
theſe glorious Enterprizes Ladies led the Van, whilſt Mal 
my brought up the Rear. They marcht only upon tl 
Traces of theſe great Heroines ; and brought through tl 
Barriers of Fleth and Blood, when they had plaind ul 
Ty by their Exainple?” oo” es 
Indeed ſuch noble Inftances of Vertue are leſs Num 
Tous in our deprav'd Age, than in the Days of out For 
fathers. Yet many Ladies draw their Lives by their a 
cient and moſt admir'd Originals; I could name fow 
of Figure and Title, who live in this World like Peop 
who knew they muſt live Eternally in the next. Th 
are Meek without Sheepiſhneſs, Affable without Affech 
ion, Reſerv'd without Diſſimulation, and Great wit 
Price, They reconcile the Highneſs of their Rank "i 
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the humble Principles of their Profeſſion, they diſpute 
the firſt Place without Vanity, and ſtoop to the loweſt 
without ſtepping an Inch below their Station. Here is 
Scripture in Practice, and Perfection in Life and A- 


Mean. Pray, Ladies, let this Panegyrick atone for the 
Satyr; Af Euſebius has ſtruck the Sex with one Hand, 1 
aſſure you, he ſtroaks with the other; he daſhes the 
aigre with the doux, and handſomely mingles Reproof 
with Inſtruction: He has Balms to heal, as well as Cau- 
ſticks to bliſter; and when he has breath'd a Vein, he 
cloſes the Orifice with a ſwathing Hand. In a Ward, he 
has knockt his own Libel on the Head, and like the 
Scorpion is both Poiſon and Antidote. tr Nes 


« — & Þ » 


x 1 4 * 


| PL WE 17? bg 
Emil. Good Nature is come upon hitn, and his Breed- 


1 

i WY ing is return'd to the Cure; he ſpeaks now like a Gen- 
1] tleman as well as an Orator, and 1 promiſe him a fine 
Audience, if he'll preach in the P alpit upon the ſame 
n, Subject. LOAD TE SET i FIG; D398 . +6 ie te ein 1.1 
Pray (ſaid Neander, turning himfelf to Enſebins) fa» 


vour'iis with the Cauſe of our Ladies Misfortune; for 
[ call it a Misfortune to deviate from the Rule of their 


in WP rofeflion; and to fruſtrate the very End of their Crea- 
| a LON. | BEAM bo . F : : r of . mY GP 


| | 37 04% KJ 1 7 vir} 
Euſeb. It's indeed a Misfortune, but almoſt Univerfal; 


fürs ſpread over the whole World, and affects the whole, 
ir pecies.* Emilia has toucht the (Cauſe, ill Education = 
bis is the fatal Source of their Miſery, the true Origin 
1 k all their Failings. Voung Ladies are brought up as 
Me God created em merely for a Seraglio, and chat their 


ly Buſineſs was to charm a brutiſſi Sultan: One would 
ink they had no Souls, there is ſuch a Care taken of 
eir Bodies; that God had enacted a Salique Law as 
ell as the French, and excluded the Sex from the Inhe- 
The ſeven Years of Infancy are ſpent merely in the 
ntertainments of Senſe ; they are yet ſuppos'd unfit for 
truftion, and fo their little Paſſions ſprout up without 
eck, and increaſe without Controul. But under Fa- 
dur, though in an Age ſo tender Children cannot be diſ- 
plined by Reaſon, they may by Senſe: For I cannot 
hy their Paſſions are not in a Capacity of being 
ned, fo foon as they ang in 4 Condition: of being 
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excited, for though they are not ripe for Precept 
are for Fear — and Careſſes; and thus Ay 
the Nurſe oftentimes Frowns and Fawns the | moſt fre. 
ward Infants into a good Humour. Some Reſtraint 
therefore ſhould be put upon — diſorderly Propenſion 
even in this Non- age; for if you ſuppoſe a Child to be 
a Brute at Seven, and treat him merely as ſuch, in all 
Probability you will make him continue ſo till Ten; 
But alas! this timely Care is quite forgot; little Mig 
(like Mamma's Lap-dog) is careſs'd till the is fit for no- 
thing but to Play or Sleep. The little Creaturs muſt 
ſleep on Silk, and feed on potable Gold. Like a Barth. 
| domew Puppet ſhe is wrapt in Gold and Silver, and pris 
Qices Vanity before ſhe knows the inn 
So ſoon as Reaſon begins to ſparkle, Miſs is led inty 
the Dreſſing- room; ſhe is taught the great Myſtery of 
the Glaſs, and all the important Secrets of the Toylet 
Which Waſh clears the Complexion, which conſerve, 
and which repairs it. Theſe are neceſſary Prolegomenty 
or Precognita to the Science: A Man may as well bez 
perfect Mathematician without the Knowledge of an Ar 
gle or Girtle, as a Lady can be a Graduate in the Philo 
ſophy of the Dreſſing- room without theſe: Poſtulatiims. | 
Far Beauty being the chief Object of a Lady's a 
ſhe muſt help Nature with Art, and polith the Work 
the Omnipotent with a French Waſh ; ſhe muſt fence i 
againſt the Aſſaults of Heats, the Excurſions of Pimpley 
and the dangerous Inroads of the Small-Pox. She mui 
in fine, expoſe her Life to ſave her Complexion. A 
then to mould her Shape to the Gourt-Standard, un 
Pains does the Mother take on the one ſide, and wia 
a Martyrdom does the Child undergo on the other? Fl 
Feet are condemn'd to the Scotch-Boot, and her Boil 
to the Torment of the Preſs. She is pen'd up in 1705 
and forc'd to trail her Perſon: Beſides; the poor Cie 
ture is put to a ſhort Allowance of cold Water, or il 
up to a Pittance of Barley-broath, and muſt keep a col 
tinual Lent in ſpight of out Statute- Book. One woul 
think Hunger was a Propriety of the Sex, and Fai 
the topping Qualification of a young Lady; her Moth 
will not ſuffer her to grow up to ey Fraps nor to 0% 
all the Fleſh/and Bones God deſign'd her. And thus f. 
ir rack d without and within for the Satisfaction of 


a” 
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Um, and the whole Body is ſacrific d for Shape and Co- 

And now Miſs leaves the Nurſery to ply at the Dan- 
cing-School, and to finger the Gui tarr, or the Virginals; 

and when the has maſterd a Minuet, and an Air Alas 
mode; when ſhe can practice a Brace of Grimaces, and 
wave the Fan, Good God!! how Mamma titters ; ſhe 
is now fledg'd for the World, and ſets out for Company. 
But ſhe muſt beware of Reſervedneſs, and fence againſt 
a Blufh ; for theſe are Country Vices, Symptoms of Ru- 
ſticity, Crimes againſt' Breeding, and the Freedom of 
the Town. She is therefore taught a qualifying Em- 
belliſhment in the Court Diale& call'd Afrance, in the 
Chriſtian Confidence ; and thus ſhe mortgages Modeſty 
for Behaviour, and almoſt robs the Woman to equip the 

It the mean time, Age comes upon her, Paſſions get 
a Head, Temptations follow without Number, Deſires 


IStranger to the Doctrine of Self-abnegation, and unpra- 
Giſed in the Methods of Reſiſtance: She knows not 
vhat it means to balk Appetite, nor to ſubdue Senſe to 
Reaſon. | She has been ſet up by the Mother for a little 
ory om the Family adores her like a Houſhold Di- 
1nitY.J 
nd her Smiles fair Weather ; you muſt no more croſs 
er, than offend thoſe Stars, that in the Pagan Theology 
ind Tempeſts on the Heads of thoſe who diſdained to 
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mo What a Tragick-Comedy did I behold at my Lady D's. 
a thought Folly could not riſe to ſuch a Height of Extra» 
Hag igance. Miſs had the Misfortune to be baulk'd in a 


Wildiſh Enterprize ; the Houſe rung immediately of the 
diſappointment, all was in an Uproar, all in a Confuſi- 
Ihe Violence of the Paſſion caſt the Child into a Fe- 
r: The Mother's Pulſe beat by the Daughter's, and be- 
uſe Miſs was diſcompos'd, good Mamma took Phyſick; 
U to carry on the Farce, the Chambermajd breath'd a 
ein. I fancy'd my ſelf in Lacian's Iſland of Dreams, and 
8: what I ſaw was Viſion and Rovery. For how (faid 
aan Folly ſtrain ſo far? Bedlam is unacquainted with 
h Scenes of Madneſs,” with ſach Flights of Farce and 
dedy : Had the Vixen Humour been frighted away 
= 3 — with 


without Bridle, and Vanity without Check. She is ſa 


he Frowns of this little Creature raiſes Storms, © 
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with a little Severity, the Fever had withdrawn, and 
Birch would have wrought the Cure more efficaciouſly 
than Phyſick, or bleeding by Proxy. Thus Education 
adds Byaſs to Nature, and makes the Temper of Chil. 
dren more rugged, inſtead of poliſhing them. 
\ Befides, Miſs is not only miſlead by the Fawning of 
the Mother, but too often poiſon d by the Example of 
her Maid. If Betty has a Gallant, ſhe is the Depoſitary 
of hex Secrets, ſhe enters into the Intrigue, and is in- 
fora of the Riſe and Progreſs of the Adventure. Her 
Apartment is the Place of Aſſignation and Rendezwuns, 


and by conſequence ſhe is Witneſs of all thoſe Follies 
that Wait on Love between Perſons, whoſe Paſſion is 

reater than their Conſcience. Such SpeRacles ſtain the 
338 of Children, they carve Devils in the Brains 
of thoſe, yet innocent Angels; and tho at preſent they 
make no great Impreſſion, they will in time cut ee 


P 


for her young Ladyſhip. They will awake the Fury ob 
Love, and throw Fuel to this fiery Paſſion; for ſuch 
Sights, like the Italian Poiſons, work ſome Years after 
they are taken, The Memories of Youth are extremely 
tenacious, and if they are ſullied with an undecent Ob. 
ject, will recolle& it, till at laſt they tranſcribe it. 
' Now whilſt the young Lady makes ſo fair a Proprel 
in the Science of the World, ſhe is a Ignoramug meer i 
the School of Heaven: Queſtion her about Religion, lt 
is a Stranger to. the Language. One would think {lt 
dropt from the Moon, or had been train'd up among the 
Cres She can ſcarce diſtinguiſh a Church from a a 
gogue, and knows no more of the Goſpel, than of tht 
halmad or Alcoran. And indeed, poor Creature! Hol 
ſhould ſhe be inſtructed, but by immediate Revelation 
The Credenda of Chriſtianity are not infuſed by Natur 
and the Agenda too are in great Part convey'd to us Wl: 
the Senſes Now who takes Care to inſtill theſe Prin 
ciples into young Ladies? The Mother has toe mud 
ork on her Hands to undertake a new Employment, ti 
Office of Catechiſt is below her Level, it's too pedantid 
and ſerious for a Perſon who affects Ignorance, and dot 
on Mirth and Levity. Beſides, the fancies her Oblig 
tion only reaches the Body, that the Soul lies out off 
Juriſdiction ; that if ſhe fits the Chifd for the Coul 
or the Town, ths. iſchargea the Duty. of a Mpthep: 


* 
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Now if my Lady forgets the moſt important Point of 
Education, will Betty remeniber it? If the Mother (like 
the Oſtrich) abandons her young, and flies into the Wil- 
derneſs, will the Maid be more careful? Alas! perchance 
the is as little vers d in the Catechiſm as Miſs, and knows 
no more from whence ſhe came, or for what End ſhe was 
laced in the World, than a Child in the Cradle. And 
tho ſhe were able to inſtruct, there is nv depending on 
her Will. Servants are mercenary, they have an Eye 
on their own Advantage, they drudge for their own In- 
tereſt, not their Miſtreſſes; and by conſequence to wind 
themſelves into their Fayour, they entertain m rather 
with Things that pleaſe, than with thoſe that profit. 
They are; in fine, a Race of Inſects that bask in the 
Sun, and canndt live without the Heat of their Ladies 
3% ET I et En M/s 5 I. 
| Now what can be expected from a Woman brought 
up in Faſe; Luxury ind Vanity on the one Side, and in 
a total Ighorance of Religion on the other? From a Wo- 
man fluſh'd already in all the gawdy Amuſements of Va- 
nity and Diverſion, and quite a Stranger to any future 
Expectation? Who will bridle Paſſion without Reaſon ? 
Or forego a preſent Satisfaction without ſome Proſpe& 


lh Pf a future? To ſport down. the Stream of Inclination 

ug pleaſing; but to row againſt the Current is a fatiguing 

7 Employment. Now no Man will tug at the Oar, with- 
: 


ut either the Hope of a Sallery, or the Fear of a great- 
r Puniſſiment. For Pleaſure without Torments in Re- 


nander, is in moſt Men's Opinion, preferable to Vertue 
a ichout the Expectation of Reward. Haying therefore 
roo faint Invitations to Good, ſo powerful, ſo bewitching 


Alurements to Evil, we muſt not wonder if Ladies fol- 
r thoſe Impreſſions, if Vanity over-rules Duty, and 
riminal Amuſements 290 down Morality. Thus equipt 
oung Ladies are configned to. Huſbands': They change 
eir Subjection, but not their Principles. With their 
ortion they bring all the Extravagancies of their Child- 
od, and ſeldom reſign em but with their laſt Breath. 
he firſt Education ſinks deep, and in time twiſts its 
If with Nature: You may with as much eaſe waſh an 
tDiopian white, as preach'd an ill principled Girl into 
vertuous Woman. Here is the Cauſe (Ladies). of your 

üfortune, the Origin of your Diſtemper. 5 
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Emil. Well! you have ſearch'd the Wound, I hope 
vou will apply che Remedy. Who knows the Cane 
2 Diſeaſe, cannot be ignorant of the Cure. 1 
. uſeb. My Profeſſion makes me unfit for the Employ- 
ment. However, a Ladies Deſire is a Command, and ie; 
quires Obedience. OS. 1 


<oossygy.ygyoyy 
i NIE 0G VB ,, 
Ladies muſt avoid the Obſtacles to Vertue. 


Eu ſeb. V Our Duty, Madam, branches into two Heads, 
= You area Chriſtian, and a Mother, Theſe 
Relations call upon you; God has placed you in a St 
tion that requires a double Care, and you muſt extend 
your Endeavours to the diſcharging of both; for if you 
fail in one, you betray your Duty, and your eternal 
Happineſs into the Bargain. wo | 
That you may act the Part of a Chriſtian with a Pla 
dite; let your Thoughts dwell continually on this great 
Principle. That von are born for Heaven, and that this Lf 
is but a ſhort Paſſage to Eternity. It's but 4 Flux of My 
ment that will end. It's a Stream that di ſembogues ini 
an Ocean without Bottom, wit heut Limet. It's not ſuffici 
ent for a Pilot to know for what Place he is bound 
when he firſt weighs Anchor, and hoiſts up the Sails 
No, he muſt carry it continually in his Thoughts, and ul 
his Eye: This influences every Turn of the Stem; «ll 
he once forget the Term of his Voyage, he would wa 
der on the Ocean at Random, and never reach the d 
fired Haven. Paradiſe is our Country, the World a% 
and our Actions muſt wafr us over to that fortun'l 
Iſland. Now how ſhall we follow the Rule, and toi 
the bleſſed Point, unleſs we daily conſider under wil 
Degree of Latitude it lies? The Prophet Feremy thit 
all the Miſcarriages of the Fewiſh People upon their! 
conſideration, The Earth lies de ſilate (ſays he) betauſ 
Man will take the Pains to enter upon He Conſideration 
his Duty. And ] fear the Miſeries of our preſent No 


r as ? N 
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Uty fpring from the ſame Fountain. Our Forefathers 
have handed down to us this unfortunate Negligence, 
and it has improved in the Journey. For did we ſeri- 
ouſly reflect, that we are born in this World to live eter. 
nally in another, and that our Vertues will be reward- 
ed with Glory, and our Vices with Fire; ſhould we tire 
our ſelves in the Purſuit of Things merely indifferent, 
and criminal ? Should we like Children ſet our Hearts 
upon Objects, not only trivial, but baſe and contempti- 
ble ; and truck our Souls for a Rattle? I fay, like Chil- 
dren, for what is the difference between them, and our 
high flown Mortals; but that theſe deal in Money, Pa- 
laces, Plate, and Diamonds; and thoſe in Babies, and 
Hobby-horſes : So that at beſt, if the Folly of thoſe is 
more expenſive, the Childiſhneſs of theſe is more inno- 
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| The Doctrine of Chriſt muſt be your Guide, you muſt 
{follow that Road he has plained by his Example, and 
Whoints at in the Goſpel. As he has promiſed the Reward, 
d he has annex'd the Conditions, and we muſt make 
zood theſe, before we can lay any claim to that. 
Now the firſt is, that we withdraw our Aﬀections from 
is World, Love not the World, (ſays he,) its Maxims 


11 re dangerous, its Converſation infectious, and its Em- 
u racements mortal. Under the Appearance of a Friend, 


 nasks Treaſon, and under the Diſguiſe of Pleaſure, 
il Torments ; it daſhes Honey with Gall, and throws 
Wer Poiſon a palatable Reliſh e Its Principles claſh with 
Whriſt's, and therefore you are warned to break off all 
reſpondence, on pain of forfeiting God's Favour. 
over is 4 Friend to the World, is God's Enemy. In 
ect Chriſt reads Leſſons of Humility in almoſt every 
ef of the Goſpel ; the World preaches up Pride, and 
WE aifies Vanity. Chriſt commands us to contend for 
WE loweſt Place, the World for the higheſt ; to pleaſe the 
ve muſt ſeat our Neighbour above our Heads, and 
muſt throw him under our Feet to content the other, 

ow there being no Mean between theſe two Ex- 
ms; no Place for Neutrality; will a reaſonable 
ature pauſe one Moment to what Side he muſt go 
— ns. oer? 


ation 


No. 
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over? Whether Intereſt lead him to join wich gun Savk 
our, or to take up With the World his Enemy? The ven 


ther you ſhall apoſtatize from God, for a Correſpondence 
tion in this World, with Heaven in Reverſion, for M. 


ſery traveſted, and Hell in Remainder ? 


preſent Satisfactions. Though their Deſires lodge in Hes. 
ven, God antedates their Bliſs on Earth; and gives em 


the Senſe of our Miſtakes, and the Pardon of our Sin 
are tranſporting Prerogatives. Is it not a, Pleaſure. t 


Life, nor to fear Death? Theſe are Delights above al 


* 


Deliberation is no leſs ſcandalous, than to debate, whe. 


with the Devil; or deprive your ſelf of a real Satisfac. 


— 


or think not, Madam, That the Followers of Chriſt 
muſt forſwear Pleaſure, and giye up their Pretenſions to 


in Hand an Earneſt of thoſe Joys, they will eh 


| N 1 poſleſs here- 
after. For let me tell you, the Friendſhip of Heaven, 


contemn the World? Jo be above all ſublunary Trifle! 
And to be a Slave to nothing? Is it not a charming $ 
tisfaction to have a clear Conſcience? To neither dote on 


s © 


the ſmooth Senſations of material Organs: Ang beſide, 


they lie out of the teach of foreign Accidents, ch v 
always at Hind, and coſt us nothing: . fl 

er eee e e ne > 98 51.214) Stods bool bo 
CCTV mi 
Now what are thoſe fine Things the World affers av dr 
we ſo eagerly fly at? They are good in Shew, and e m. 
at the Bottom; they are poſſeſt with Fear, and loſt wu a! 
Regret ; they pamper Senſe, and rack Reaſon: For, if the 
fine, they are all reduc'd to Concupiſcence of the Fleii ſee 
Concupiſcence of the Eyes, and Pride of Life; i. e. Ho 
Senſuality and Honour: Theſe make up the Won firf 
Riches, and our Torment: Theſe are the Bleſſings and 


much talk d of, ſo much adored, ſo dearly bought; ai 
loft ſo eaſily : And yet they are a mere Sound, à Nan 
and nothing. Let us deſcend to Particulars. 
The Concupiſcence ef the Fleſh'takes in all thoſe Pls 
ſares that cajole Senſe, and end in Brutality; and u 
Effect do they work upon us? Why, they glide ut 
the Organ, they print 3 ſmooth Impreſſion, and lay? 
upon the level with Animals. So that all we dare! 
pe from feng! Satinlations, ix't9 by wade Wan 


„n 
ow . 


Men, and happy Beaſts. Now methinks a Man's Brains 
muſt be ill placed, who pawns Conſcience and Heaven 


for a Prerogative, ſo ill favoured and abaſing. 


. Let us ſuppoſe the moſt xquiſite Fowl of the Air fly 
to your Table : That Fance, 1taly, and Spain, furniſh 


more? Yet when once Nature is ſatisfied, the eating is 
no more a Pleaſure, but a Torment. , For to feel the Sto- 
mach overcharged, the Body diſabled, and the Fumes of 
Ragouſts in the H 


Pleaſure, and Health inte a Burtheg. In fine, the De- 


does not choak em, it's ſure to diſorder 'em ; and after 
ends in a Winding-Sheet. 9" © 
Indeed, Hearing is not fo pleaſant a Senſe, it rather 


* 


5 f or the T. 
fi veys be leſs boiſterous, it's generally more innocent : But 
however, it's too airy to be durable, and too fleeting 


to be relied on. For, what is it but a Preception of 


ol drums upon accuſtick Fibxes ? And can any thing be 
cl more unmanly, than to build our Happineſs on ſo weak 
i Foundation ? Befides-this Pleaſure is ſhorter lived than 
u thoſe Animals that cannot out-live one Day. I have 
le ſeen the ſame Hand that charm'd the Company the firſt 
eo Hour, tire it the ſecond, and thoſe very Strokes that at 
nay ficſt raiſed Tranſports, in the end grated upon the Ear, 


ind became troubleſome. - Indeed this Pleaſure is luſci- 

= ous, but it gluts in a Moment, and like Sweet-meats, 
breeds 2 Surfeit. Now methinks a Man muſt have à 
mean Valuation of Chriſt, to leave him fer a Touch 
upon an Inſtrument, and a faint Idea of future Tor- 


nents, to be fidled and muſick'd into Hell. =. 


Do not miſtake me; I am not for tying Da 
to an airy Sonet. I know we may regale our Eais witk 
a Ragous of Halian Symphonies, without the Penalty of 
eternal Weeping; for T have 'told'you,' the obliging of 


dhe Effects are dangerous, for Muſick has a ſtrange Aſ⸗ 
5s — - | cendeng 
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you the moſt excellent Wines: What can Taſte defire 


ead, is no great Satisfaction, unleſs 
Exceſs changes our Conſtitution, and turns Pain into 


| light flaſhes away in a Moment, and the Surfeit ſacks 
by us a Fortnight; it preys upon our Vitals, and if it 


courts the Soul than ſtorms, and if the Pleaſure it con- 


mov d Air, that beats upon the Tympanum, and gently 


this Senſe is more fooliſh than eriminal. But however 
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Wax in their Ears, as well as this Heathen General, theit 


many Gentlemen have been ſung out of their Innocence 


cendant over our Paſſions; it heats and cools em, it ruf 
fles and tran ſports em, it moulds and faſhions em to 
any Figure; it awakes the Fury of Anger, and conjures 
up the Devil of Love: And theſe two Fiends drive full 
ſpeed to Hell and Damnation. Caution alone ſavid U. 
lyſſes. e would not truſt his Vertue with a fine Voice, 
nor his Philoſophy with a warbling Donna Margarita; he 
rather choſe to reſign the, Pleaſure of a Sola, than to 
fuffer the Misfortune of a Shipwrack; and would not 
barter his dear purchaſed Heroſhip for a Song 


Fey 
412 


J It were to be with'd our Gentry of 0 th eres pies 


Occaſions often exact the Precaution, They ſteer be. 
tween the Rocks, and Sens lie in Ambuſcade to en- 
ſnare em. In theſe Circumſtances the leaſt Overſight 


at the Play-Houſe, and Muſick- Meetings? 
often 


And this is enough to rowze up à Chriſtian's Care; 
where Duty obliges him not only to avoid downight 
Sin, but the very Tendency £625 (4 ba 
But alas! the Poiſon lies not only in the Notes, the 
vel Words carry Infection: They are ſoft and amerous, 
and either blame Honeſty, or provoke to Debauchen 
they either pexſonate the Deſpair of an abandog'd,0 
the Triumphs of a ſucceſsful Lover. Now what is thi lf 
but Stratagem to ſet ill Humours at work, and to-make i 
ſoft, Rhime a Conveyance to Deſtructian? And indeel i 


of the Gentleman Tnſtrufled,. 


| Ift ban sR 4g 
The other Obſtacles that ſtand between us, andthe 
Compliance with our Duty, are the deluding Pageants of 
worldly Felicity; fine Sights, a glorious! Retinue, and 
ſwelling Titles. Now what is all this Appearance but a 
Scene of Vanity? That Thiloſopher was not miſtaken, 
who faid, that the juſt Value of Things are, known by 
their End, as Men by their Faces. And if we take the 
Dimenſions of all human Happineſs by this unerring 
Scale, how thin, how little, how contemptible will it 
appear, even to purblind Reaſon? ??: 
Tho we, ſuppoſe it conſtant to our Intereſt, that it 
waits upon us to the Grave, we then muſt take leave of 
it, and bid adieu to all thoſe Objects, that dazled our 
Eyes, and led our Hearts Captive. Nothing will be per- 
| mitted to paſs with us into Eternity, but our Vertues 
and - our Vices 5 thoſe to refreſh | theſe | to torment us. 


* 
9 


3 God pronounced the Sentence of Death againſt the whole 
KRace of Adam; and tho upon Occaſions he has diſpenced 


with other Laws, this has, and will remain inviolable. 
The moſt evident Principles have been queſtion'd by 
Some, and deny 'd by others; all Errors haye found Abet - 
tors, but I never read of any Man fo extravagantly 
Fooliſh, as to doubt of Mortality. The Church yards 


. 

* roclaims chis Truth, the marble Aauſoleas of Princes 
isulge it, and our dead Parents, in a mute, but empha- 
he ick Langage, tells us, we muſt follow, In fine, it's de- 
os, reed that all. Men muſt die. Seeing therefore all worldly 
4; WW zppineſs will once expire, and perchance even when we 
ect no Alteration ;. what can it deſerve but Scorn 
his Bd Contempt? How can that be called a Happineſs, 


at ends in Miſery, and will be follow'd by Repentance 3 
cel Nay, the Manner of leaving it, is oftentimes. far 
ore miſerable than the End it ſelf. The great Antior 
fon WP (when Proſperity ran high) forgot he was a Man: 
io waited, on his Standards, and Succeſs crown'd 
Wis Enterprizes : But if his Felicity was ſtupendious, the 
ad of it was no leſs amazing. This glorious Prince fell 
t into a mortal Melancholy, than a loathſome Di ſeaſe; 
Ws Bowels.glowed with a raging Fire; and every Mem- 
r that had contributed to his Pleaſure, increas'd his 
ih -xment; He call d upon Death as the ſole . 


* 
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his Diſaſter, and doted on that fatal Moment he once 
trembled at. All the Treaſures heap'd up oy Rapine, 
were unable to purchaſe the Slumber of an Hour. Hig 
corrupted Carcaſs exhaled ſo inſupportable an Infection, 
that he was a Burthen to his Friends, and a Hell to-him- 
ſelf. Thus he breath d out his wretched-Soul in a Tem- 
peſt of Rage and Deſpair, and died rather the Object of 
Compalicn than Envy. OF 
What fhall I fay of Nero, Pitelliuc, and Andronicus? 
They ſaw the World at their Feet, and ſparkling Diadem 
on their Heads; they were rather worſhip'd as Gods, than 
ſerv'd as Men; yet all this Glory ended in Outrage and 
Infamy: The firſt fell by his own Hand; the others by 
the Cruelty of the enrag d Mob, that rather ſtudied to 
torment thoſe unfortunate Princes, than to butcher en. 
Could Women mount higher than Jex abel, or Cleopi. 
ra? The one gave Laws to an opulent Kingdom, the 
other to an Empire; both ſwum in Pleaſure, and ven 
almoſt over-ſet with Proſperity. But alas! Their Gran- 
deur (like the Ice of one W melted away in : 
Moment: ' The Babel of their Greatneſs ſunk under its 
own Weight, and buried em under the Ruins. The firf 
was prey d upon by Dogs, and the ſecond fell by the 
Sting of a Viper. What reaſonable Creature would tak lf 
theſe Peoples Felicity together with their Miſery? WII 
would lead their Lives, and undergo the Cruelty of cheit 
Deaths ? Can any thing more clearly evidence the Ba 
neſs of human Greatneſs, than . theſe ſudden Turns d 
Fortune. So that the Certhaginian Captain now morti 
by wounded, when he ſaw the World behind him, a 
Death before him, had Reaſon to read his ſurviving BY 
ther this ſeaſonable Leſſon. To Pride, dear Brother, . 
Greatneſs, is a pompous Folly ; high Commands fan 
_ expoſs'd to mighty Chances. The beſt built Fortune m 
yield to Hazard, or ſubmit to Time: Nothing is cert * 
in this Life but Death. What am I the better for havin 
fabdued Provinces by my Valour, and butcher'd Arms 
in my Fury; I feel at preſent that Violence others hl 
felt from me. What vaſt Deſigns you rowl in yu 
Brains? What Sieges? What Victories? But alas! "i 
this is glorious only in Idea, great in Fancy, and goth 
in it ſelf but vanity: Read your Deſtiny in mine; "8 
remember, that tho you eſcape the Stroke of View 3 


* Fe 
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Nature will put a Stop to your Atchievements. Here is 
Spirit and Heat, Pathos, and Emphaſis, and (what is 
more) Truth upon Experiment: And yet this Man was 

no St. Faul in a Pulpit, but a Pagan General in the 
Camp: He had but an imperfect View of the future 
Puniſhments that treads on the Heels of great Felicity. 
If you will not ſtand to the Judgment of a Pagan, 

will put the Iſſue of the Cauſe upon your own. But 

muſt firſt ſeat you in a Region above thoſe Miſts that 
darken Reaſon, and biaſs the Underftanding ; and 
what Place more proper than the Death-bed ? Let us 
therefore n your Ladyſhip in this Poſture, 
ſtrugling with a burning Fever, without Strength, with- 


or issar ready to leave all Things, and to be aban- 
don d by all. Your” Head burns, | your, Heart pants, 


and the Violence of the. Diſtemper hurries Pain into 
every Artery, You turn your ſelf into a thouſand Po- 
ſtures; but tho' you change Place, your Torment fol- 
lows. Your Bed of Down. gives no Eaſe, nor can your 
whole Eſtate buy it. We will ſuppoſe, Madam Lucia 


runs through all the Arguments of the Stoicks, and mar- 
ke WY {21s up all her Eloquence to raiſe your drooping Spi- 
e rits. It's in vain, dear Emilia, to ſtruggle againſt Mor- 
en elit, there is no Revipe in the Diſpenſatory of Phyſici- 
ao 25 againſt Death; it's a Debt we owe to Nature, and 
it muſt be paid. But at leaft you will leave behind an 
a honourable Memory; you have acted a topping Part, 
ao and you go off the Stage with Applauſe. Every one 
zwi does Juſtice to your IR and even thoſe who envy 
our Fortune, confeſs you deſerve a greater. The La- 


ies admire your Wit, the Gentlemen your Beauty, and 
WE, your Breeding. Dryden has eternized your rale Per- 
ions in Verſe, and your Name together with your 
WW itles, ſtand at the Epiſtle Dedicatory in Folio; fo that 
ben you die, you will live by Proxy, and your Fame 
ill ſurvive the Coffin. Will ſuch an atheiſtical Homily 
ut an irregular Pulſe in Order? Will it heal a wounded 
Won ſcience? Alas! Madam, the Elogiums of the Living, 
hake weak Impreſſions on the Souls of the Dead. Th - 
praiſe Cleopatra's Beauty in all Company, will ſhe be 

4s wiſerable ? Becauſe I admire the Power of Sewira: 
RY ONS 740 11 RN * ee | N 751 m, 
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mis, wil my Wonder extinguiſh the Fire and Brimſtone 
that eternally .conſumes her? Will Greſus be rich, be- 
cauſe I magaify his paſt Treaſures? Will Alexander be 
at eaſe, becauſe I commend his Courage? Or Sardana- 


Condition too well, to receive Flattery, and are too 
emphatically miſerable, to be refreſh'd with the Remem- 
Þrance of paſt Follies. Thoſe that are laugh at by the 
Saints, and tormented by the Omnipotent, find ſmall 
Satisfaction in the vain Huzza's of Fools or Sycophants. 
hey are praiſed where they are not, and are tortured where 


« * 


they are. 


: & 


And to come home to your Ladyſhip, give me the 


Freedom to put you this Queſtion. When you find your 
ſelf upon the Brink of Eternity, will the Remembrance 
of your quondam Pleaſures open a Proſpect of Joy, or of 
Repentance? Will you ratify your paſt Conduct, or 
deplore it with Tears, e with all the Pangs of 
Rage and Deſpair? Will not worldly Happinefs you 
once rated ſo high, fall low in your Opinion? And will 
you not wiſh rather to have contemned the glitterin 

Vanities of theWorld, than to have enjoy'd 'em ? For, in 
fine, Madam, you will then acknowledge à Truth you 
Have now no Inclination to learn; that your Buſineſs is 
not to be great, but good; not to make a Figure here, 
but hereafter. Let me therefore conclude with the wi- 


ſeſt cf Men; Beauty and Cimplexion are vain, but a Wie 


man that fears the Lord ſhall be praiſed. 
And now methinks I have faid enough to perſuade a 
_ reaſonable Creature, that the dazling Preſents of the 


World are painted Nothings, varnifh'd Impoſtures, an . 


gilt Illuſions. That tho they ſmooth the Brow, they 
are too ſuperficial to fill the Heart, and rather faſcinate 
than delight; and yet theſe Toys are the only Barriers 
that ſtand between us and Heaven, Could we but once 
heartily fall out with them, and regard 'em as Snares 
rather than Favours, Virtue would 15 planted without 


Labour in our Souls; it would grow up almoſt without 


Pain. But whilſt our Hearts cling to Earth, our De- 
fires cannot fly higher. They reliſh nothing but Co: 
Jour and Surface, and ſtudy to oblige Senſe, and to gra- 


Fl 


tify Paſſion, Hence flow thoſe Sins that ſtab the 155 


# 


= in Pleaſures, becauſe he was once happy? Poor 
Creatures! they underſtand themſelves, and their fad 
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and lead it to Perdition; that cut off our Right to 
Chriſt's Promiſes, and give us over to his Menaces. If 
therefore you intend to live up to the Goſpel, you muſt 
break off with the World. This is the firſt Step to Ver- 
tue, a neceſſary Prerequiſite to a holy Life; for Sin and 
Vireue.cant lodge together.” oo 

Emil. You have held forth upon Love not the World 
to the Purpoſe, and have laſh'd Grandeur, Wealth, and 
Pleaſure, like a Galley · ſlave. But methinks you have 
carry d Invective too far, and flouriſh'd upon Vanitae 

Vanitatum beyond Meaſure and Juſtice. For if what you 
ſay be true, Chriſtianity pens up our Liberty in a nar- 
row Compaſs, and our Pleaſure in leſs; and then how 
ſhall we reconcile that Freedom Chriſt purchas d by his 
Death, to that Slavery you impoſe ? Did God create the 
World to tantalize us? And ſhow the Beauties of the 

Univerſe merely to throw us into a Fit of Longing ? 
Luc. Let him talk, Madam, Chriſt's Religion is Ca- 

tholick, our Creed is poſitive ; it is not cut out only foy 
Job's and Laxaruss, but for Kings and Empreſſes. Why 
therefore muſt we diſmiſs our Equipage, or commence 
Apoſtates? Will you have Ladies turn off their Coaches 
to walk in Pattins, like Milk-maids and Oyſter- women? 
Muſt they melt down their Plate, and make over their 
Fointures to the Blue-Boys of Chriſi-Charch * Under fa- 
Wl vour, Sir, Chriſt is neither Leveller nor Tyrant. Not 
one Text in Scripture ties Sin to Silks, nor Damnation 
| to Sattin; we may glitter in Silver here, and ſhine in 
. Glory hereafter. 65 8 3 
F Euſeb. 1 have indeed enlarg'd upon the Text, Love not 
the World, but when the Enemy is upon the Coaſt, it's 
time to fire the Beacon. Is not a Opveat ſeaſonable, 
when you are within an Inch of a Precipice ? Our Savi- 
our has thunder'd a thouſand Woes againſt the World, 
and its beſotted Lovers; he cautions us againſt itsCharms, 
both in Parable and Precept; and yet in Spight of his 
Command we run into its Embracements, and pawn 
Heaven for Trifles. Methinks Warmth and Severity too 
are very warrantable on an Occaſion ſo preſſing and ex- 
traordinary. If a Merchant put upon your Ladyſhip 
Briſtol- Stones for Emeraudes, or Venice Glaſs for Dia- 
monds, would you frown upon a Friend for diſcovering 
the Cheat? The World impoſes upog you 0 
| ky a ü 2 . 5 : 1 
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Coin for Sterling, Tinſel for Gold, and imaginary Hap: 
pineſs for real Satisfaction. I have laid open the Impo- 
ſture, and you complain Iam roo hard upon the Decei- 
ver. Is it ſo obliging a Civility to protect your Parſe, 
and fo clowniſh a Service to fave your Soul? Are Guineas 
ſo precious, and Souls ſo contemptible ? So cheap? 
Toy ſtand upon Chriſtian Freedom, but you ſtretch 
the Pferogative too far. For tho Chriſt has knock d off 
your Chains; and freed you from the Slavery of the De- 
vil, he has not exempted you from the Subjection of his 
Laws: No, Madam, you live within his juriſdiction, 
though you take a Ramble to the Indies; and you muſt 
obey his Command, or pay for the Tranſgreffion. Your 
Liberty therefore, though great, is reftrain'd by Chriſt's 
Grant, and your Freedom is incumbred with Provi- 
77% P ͤ ß 
Nor did God create the World to tempt our Vertue, 
but to poliſh it for our Uſe, not for our Vanity, and 
furniſh'd this noble Apartment for our Paſſage, fiot foi 
our Dwelling. Uſe then the World, and love it alſo; 
but as Men do Phyfick, merely for Health. I would not 
counſel Ladies, nor Lords, to eaſe themſelves of their 
Money, (as old Crates did) but then they muſt not over: 
lock all the Laws of Nature to ſwell their Stock; they 
muſt not circumvent and counterfeit, nor daſh Things 
out of one Nature, and brew em in another: They 
muſt not uſe light Weights, and falſe Meaſures, and 
haggle away Conſcience for a Penny, and Heaven for Six 
Pence: They muſt not rack Tenants to feed Luft ; not 
pay their Laquey's Service with Baſtinado's, nor their 

Chamber-maids with ill Language. eee 
If you remember, Madam, I told you at our laſt Inter- 
view, you might alſo eat wholeſome Food, that you might 
ſleep on an eaſy Bed, and wear good Linen; that you 
might ſometimes grace the Boxes with your Preſence; 
_od air your Body either in Coach, or on Foot: But 
then Chriſt forbids you to run ſtark mad after theſe 
Amuſements, to devote all your Time to Diverſion, and 
not a Moment to your Duty. He forbids you to ſleep 
out the Day, and to dance out the Night, to lead the 
Lives of Bats, or Screech-Owls. In fine, Madam, you 
may allow the Taſte ſweet Meats, and the Eye fine 
Sights, provided you truck not your Soul for my — 
5? k. oof 
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faction; Let Senſe ſometimes play ; but then be ſure 
Reaſon' ſtands upon the Guard, and keeps it within the 
Bounds of Moderation. For theſe animal Faculties are, 


wanton and craving, and if left to themſelves, they'll 


vault over the Pale of Law and Duty, and weedle in the, 
Heart to follow their Ramble. This is St. Pauls Caution to 
the Corinthians, chap. 7. Let thoſe who have Wives be as if 


they had none. T hoſe that weep, as if they did not meep.T hoſe 


they poſſeſt nothing ; and thoſe that uſe the Goods of this 
World, as if they ufd them 4 That is, though theſe 


worldly Objects affect the Senſes, they muſt not touch 


the Heart, this muſt ſtand above their Reach, and be 


Proof to all their Sollicitation. It muſt, like the Sun 


that gilds the very Mire without being ſullied, paſs thro) 


theſe killing Vanities, without catching the Infection. 


Now this being fo, we are not ſo confin'd as you ima- 
oine ; we have Liberty to be merry, though not to be 


our Magna Charta. C 
Neand. Methinks, Ladies, Euſebius is Orthodox. He 


mad; and I ſuppoſe this Abridgment is No Breach of 


twixt Severity and Indulgence, and neither ſets Appetite 


of worldly Pleaſures he blames, not a moderate Uſes 
this ſtands with Chriſt's Law, and is practicable too. IF 
we keep a heavy Hand over Senſe, and upon Occaſions 
refuſe it thoſe Diverſions that are lawful, we may eaſily 
withdraw it from thoſe that are forbid : Burt if we leave 


it to its ſelf, and lay the Reins on its Neck, we ſhall find 


: our ſelves in a Precipice. For whoever turns Nature 
t !ooſe, makes the pleaſing Senſations of Senſe her End, 
and ſo becomes a Lady of Pleaſure. Now this Epithet 
en the Senſe of our modifh Diale& ſounds harſh and ſcan- 
ot dalous, and indeed in the more vulgar Acceptation it 
e grates upon the Ear, for they are often incident; for that 


and if an innocent one comes not in her way, Paſſion 
will ſuggeſt thoſe that are not innocent: And then how 


can we perſuade our ſelves that ſhe who lives for Diver. 
Lon, will refuſe the Occaſion ? ICS ——— 


- — — © — 


Boi. 


that rejoice, as if they did not rejoice. Thoſe that buy, as if 


ſeems neither to tie up our Senſes too ſhort, nor to give 
em too much Line. He keeps within a juſt Mein, be- 


at large, nor the Goſpel upon the rack. It's the Abuſe 


dy who makes Pleaſure her Buſineſs, will catch at any; 
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- Emil, You hive removed the Obſtacles to a Chriſtia 


Life, pray inform us now in what this conſiſts 
ceive we live under poſitive Precepts, as well 


tive; and as Chriſt forbids ſome Things, ſo 


mands others 
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for I per- 
as Nega- 
he com- 


DIALOGUE v. 


| The wa eue, 


2. & 


Let our Deſign in every Action look as far. 


— 


. 
k = 
” 


9 


Ternitati Pingo, ſaid once a famous Painter. 


Why ſhall the Expectation of a vain Applauſe work 
more powerfully on a deluded Pagan, than the glorious 
Promiſes of our Almighty Saviour upon Chriſtians? 
| Every vertuous Action, as St. Bernard notes, paſſes, hut 


does not periſh; its a heaven 
to revive in Eternity. | 


Regard each 


ly Seed, that dies for a time 


Day as the laſt, and betiave your ſelf i 


if you ſhould not ſee to Morrow. The Reaſon why we 
manage ſo much Time ill, is becauſe we always ſuppoſe 
we have too much on our Hands to husband well. We 
build upon the Future that lies out of our Reach, and 
by conſequence is not at our Diſpoſal; nay, and per- 
chance never will; and thus we leave our Souls to 


Chance, and truſt Hazard with our Salvation. Whereas 
Removal, 


did we 
we ſho 


Deaths. If Vice, Torments ; if 


The Piety of a Chriſtian 


ofa 


rſuade our ſelves we were upon a 


lay up ſome Treaſure for our Journey, and 
ſend Vertue before to prepare our Lodgings. For our 
Reception in the next World will anſwer our Behaviour 
in this. What we ſow in our Lives, we ſhall reap after ou, 


. 
conſiſts in Works, n 


Vertue, Pleaſure. 


ot Words! 


And therefore we fall ſhort of our Duty tho' we ſpeak 
well, if we live ill. Celia was continually upon the To 


pick of Vertue ; ſhe forced its Panegyrick upon all 


Com- 
pany, 
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pany, and pour'd out its Encomiums at Random in all 
Eee One would have thought the had Cam 
Animarum, and that half the Ladies of the Court were 

her Pariſhioners in ſpight of the Curate of St. Martin's, 
or St. ir I confeſs her Devotion appeard to me 

more affected than real. I thought it had more Flame 
than Eire; and that the harangued in Jeſt, becauſe the 

ſeem'd.ſo much in Earneſt. But Authors were divided 
upon the Queſtion ; for ſome without Appeal to the Rota 
were for canonizing her, and a pious Siſter would needs 
remove St. Aubroſe, to find her a place in rhe Calendar. 
What a precious Soul is this, erde ſhe? Good God! Her 
Tongue trots fo faſt Heavenwards, her Heart muſt needs 
gallop after! In fine, ſhe ſpeaks the Language of Sion, 
and therefore muſt not be of the Seed of Cxnaan, 
But aft all, this Lady's — was mere Sound, 
with a Daſh of Mein and Grinmce. Her Anger was vio- 

lent, and her Vanity extream. She never baulk'd one 

Paſſion, without gratifying another; and if the practiſed 

a Vertue, 'twas to make room for a darling Vice. Had 

ſhe ſpoke leſs, and done more, ſhe had come nearer the 

Mark of her Profeſſion. For as Nazienzen obſerves, A 

vertubus Action though mute, is worth 4 Fol io f Rhetorick 

vit hout Effect. Run not into this Folly. The Tongue of 
an Angel, without the Heart of a Seraphin, is inſignifi- 
cant; it may indeed procure ſome Repute in a Female 

Congregation, but will not gain one n of Glory in 


In all your Actions ſeek God alone, and never make 
your ſelf a Slave to the Applauſe of Men, Hypocriſy and 
Diſſimulation are always increditable, but in Matters of 
ligion monſtrous to a Sacrilege. To ſweat: in this 
orld, and be tormented in the next; to labour with the 
Kint, and burn with the Devils is frenzy. Vet, alas! 
how many are found Saint without, and Fiend within? 
Who cloath-Vice with the Robes of Vertue, and ſo walk = 
in a Road to Hell, whilſt they pretend to march for 
Heaven. Cynthia. ſet up for a Saint of the firſt Magni- 
dst WW fude ; but ſhe built all her Piety upon Hypocriſy.” She 
eak Wl took her Plan from the Phariſees, and model d het Con- 
duct by their Practice. She was a moſt rigid Genevian-z 
brit fram'd by Baxter, LT HA poliſh'd on Bridger: 8 
| | | Vile 
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Anvil. She had the turn of the Eye in Perfection, and 
topp'd the Twang of the Predeſtinate. Nay ſome fay ſhe 
could wind a Church of England Lady Sevenſcore, and a 
Papiſt a Mile at leaſt. She pray'd in de Ia Sol Re, and 
groan'd the Family into a Quartan Ague: And what is 
ſtrange, this holy Impulſe ſeldom came upon her but in 
Company. She conſtantly read Scripture at the Win. 
dow, and at laſt became a Nuiſance to the Neighbour- 
hood. I never heard her but I fancy'd my ſelf in Bed- 
lam at a Lecture of Oliver's Porter. She continually 
harp'd upon the Baptiſt's Exhortation to the Jews and 
ſigh'd out Repent, Repent, with an Emphaſis. Good God 
ſaid I to my ſelf ! What Farce? What Illuſion is here? 
Jo correct Sin with Pride, and preach Repentance with 
by pocriſie is 74s, Now all this Grimace run upon 
Intereſt. The Lady had a Month's Mind ap hear Mr. 
B. prone upon her heavenly Gifts in the Congregation. 
And indeed he ſpent his Lungs, and laid out a world of 
Cant, and myſtical Jargon upon the Subject. But this 
was not all, a well-meaning Brother of the Godly Party, 
had an Impulſe to pair only in the Lord. He was brim. 
ful of the Spirit, and well ſtock'd with à Creature Men 
call Gold. He was more inquiſitive for a godly Yoak- 
Fellow than a beautiful one; and priz'd the Wealth of 
the Soul above all the vile Trinkets of Fortune. 'Cynthia 
put in for the Bigot. The good Man bit at the Hook, 
and her Grimaces gain'd her Twenty Thouſand Pounds, 
and in time coſt him as many Curſes. Her Voice was 
Jacob's, but ſhe had the Hands of Eſau. Her Piety car- 
ryd a fair Appearance, but under the Mask lurk'd Diſ- 
ſimulation, and Intereſt. Though ſhe ſtole the good 
Man's Purſe, ſhe pawn'd Conſciences ; and conſequently 
the Gain did not balance the Loſs ; and what is won. 
derful ; ſhe pretended by the ſame Legerdemain to lay in 
as good a Stock for Heaven as ſhe had for the World, and 
to over-reach God, as the had wheedled the good Man. 
Well (faid D Conſcience (I ſee) is pliable, and Inte- 
reſt can force it (like Proteus) into all Shapes. Thus 
we make Partiality the Scale of Vertue, and every 
Intereſted Siſter has Midas's Faculty of 'touching ever) 
thing into Gold. Pray, Madam, eſpouſe not this Ladies 
M-rals, her Caſuiſtry is too indulging, and obliges our 
vicious Inclinations roo much to come up to the _ 


— 


Action, and will hate Ba Halves with Intereſt ; if you 
drudge for temporal Pr 


to keep our Piety to our ſelves, and to confine it to Dark- 
neſs and Secrecy. Nay, when we faſt we muſt perfume 


our Head, powder Our Hair, vamp up our Complexion, | 


and upon fo extraordinary Occaſions, Ladies may be per- 
mitted perchance the ufe of Waſhes, to conceal from the 


% * 
* 


E 


Eyes of Men this Mortification. Vertue like Glaſs is 
eaſily ſullied, a Word oftentimes tarniſhes its Luſtre, and 


a Look, like the Eye of a Baſilisk, murders it 
However, omit not a good Deed out of an Apprehen- 
ſion of being diſcovered. This would be to ſtretch Cau - 


mends Privacy, in another he orders us to be Vertuous in 
Publick for Edification. Let em ſee your good Works, and 


the Great in Cp. 13. Matth. handſomely reconciles 


let our Intention be ſecrer ; that at once we may edify 
our Neighbour by our Example, and by our Intention 
to pleaſe God alone, wiſh it were private. 
Let therefore your Devotion have no Tincture of 
earthly Views; let it aim at God's Honour, and your 
2 Soul's Salvation, and if you purchaſe Heaven you have 
d aon d your Labour. But in the mean time fear not 
e and up for Vertue, and ſhow you are in earneſt by 


n- hour Practice: So many go over to Vice, and ſo hearti- 


in ly carry on its Intereſt, its neceſſary for the Friends of 
Codlineſs, to make ſome Proviſion againſt the Aſſaults of 


3 not quite forſaken. Now who are more proper to raiſe 
Vertue, and humble Vice, than' Ladies of Quality ? 
hey are expoſed to the View of the Vulgar, and re- 
ave Homage and Incenſe (like the old Female Deities) 
0m their Fr * * | 
Wer Rate. Their Faſhions, Mein, Geſture, and Car- 
age are copied by Citizens Wives and Daughters, an 
cle Pretenders to . glory in the very Falli 


Lady, 
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of the Gentleman Inſtrutted. 147 
dard of Chriffs. He will have the Heart as well as the 

1 ofit, you defeat all Pretenſions 
to Eternal. Nay, if you obſerve Chriſt's Law upon 


ſuch baſe, Views, you will be caſt out of Heaven with 
Hypocrites that tranſgreſs it. Our Saviour commands us 


tion too far, and to keep up to one Precept by the Breach 
of another, For though our Saviour in one place recom- 


let 'em glorify your Father which is in Heaven. Grew 
eſe 


Texts, that ſeem to jar; let our Actions be publick, bur 


ſo prevailing a Party, and ſo convince the World Vertue 


feriors ; they are aped by the Sex of 4 


ies of 
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148 A Supplement to the firſt Patt 
a Lady. Now ſeeing you have ſuch an aſcendant over 
them, why may you not lure em to Godlineſs as well as 
to Vice? Why may they not fall in Love with your Chri- 
ſtian as well as your worldly Deportment, and faſhion 
117 Conduct by yours, as well as their Commodes ? 0 
Vertue in Embroidery is more amiable than Vanity in 
its moſt dazling Equipage ; its Charms are Attractive; 
and when once People are convinc'd, they may be fine 
without, and rich within ; that they may live Great and 
Innocent too; it's odds, they Il rather chuſe to live gen- 
teelly and pleaſantly with a good Conſcience, than like 
Reprobates with a bad one. And if once Vertue be fa- 
ſhionable among the Ladies, it may in time be A-la-mode 
among the Gentlemen alſo. For, with theſe, cheir Ap- 
probation is a kind of Law almoſt as inviolable as thoſe 
of the Medes and Perſians. And Men will rather ſuffer 
2 Reftraint, and clap Nature under Hatches, than pur- 
chaſe a petty Satisfaction at the Rate of a Ladys il. 
pleaſure. Thus, becauſe Women have an Averſion to 
a tempeſtuous Converſation, and ftart almoſt as much 
at a Hectors Oath, as at the report of his Piſtol ; no 
Man of Breeding will any more ſwear, than Duel in 
their Preſence. N Civility can bri⸗ 


„ e co 


ow if a Principle of 
dle one Vice, why can't it filence another? And thus, 
Madam, you may become an Apoſtle without the La 

our of Preaching ; for Example moves more than Ho- 


+ FS 


mily, though it be leſs clamorous. ' ak "OR 


ac Humility is the Foundation of all Vertues, it's the 
Cate of Religion, primus Religionis introitus, ſays Cypri- 
an; and he deſerves the Name of Infidel, who is ut 
faithful to this favourite Vertue of God made Man. To 
ſay that Ladies have no need of Humility, is to ſay the 
Sick have no need of Health, nor the Indigent of Sup 
port. It's neceſſary for all, but Ladies cannot be fayel 
Without it. For beſides the common Infection of Pride, 
they inherit from their firſt Parent, what additional I 
creaſe do they receive from other Quarters ? Qualit 
and Equipage warms the Paſſion ; Flattery and Court 
mip quicken it; and the innate Propenſion of the Sex 5 
Kell ſets it afloat. And when ſuch a multitude of Channel 
feed the Humour, what wonder if it ſwells over th. 
| Banks, and bears down Vertue together with Reaſon? 
nnn . erm Fe 


* 


£ q wt * N EE a 
* 9 - $5 * oy rr 2 


of the Gemleman Inſtrufed 149 


Indeed to ſtand on Tiptoe upon ſuch: trifling Advan- 
tages, is an evident Mark of a ſtrong Paſſion, or a weak 
judgment; and I eaſily perſuade my ſelf, that Ladies 
would ſtoop lower, did they but take the Pains to conſi- 
der upon how groundleſs Pretenſions they fly fo high. 

Your Father bore Title and Eſcutcheon, but was nor 
your Mother a Chamber-maid ? If ſo, I would deſire 
you not to ſcrew up your Quality too high; for like the 
Dutch Coin, it's only half Sterling. You are a kind of 
Mulatoe, European on the one ſide, and Savage on the 
other; i. e. a Compound of Gentlemen and Spinſtreſs. 
What is here that deſerves an over-weaning Conceit? 

But though your Blood has run from Hector and An» 
dromache, thro an undefiled Channel into your Veins; 
manage the Advantage with Modeſty, and do not mag- 
nify it beyond Proportion. For after all, this refined 
Blood, if tried in the Laboratory, will prove tainted up- 
on Experiment; and an Alchymiſt will draw as fine Spi- 
rits from that of a Dairy-maid, as from that of à 
Dutcheſs. Could our Anceſtors make over their Vertues 
by Will ; could they ſettle upon their Deſcendants Senſe 
and Merit, together with their Titles, and Lordſhips 5 
brave Progenitors would be a great Privilege. But alas! 
theſe towering, theſe ennobling Prerogatives are merely 
Perſonal, they are incommunicable Perfections, and nei- 
o. cher deſcend to Heirs Mile or Female by Right of Gift. 
believe me, Madam, noble Minds and mighty Digni- 

ties go not always together. I have often: ſeen Wit in . 
be the Coach- box, and Folly in the Coach; Beau in Linſ !- 
1. Woolſy, and Deformity in Sattin; Merit in the Maid, and 
un- none in my Lady. Now methinks Quality waited on by 
jo the whole Retinue of Tirl- an Equipage, being nei- 
the ther the Purchaſe of our Indu 5, nor the Reward of 
our Merit, ſnould not work upon our Vanity, nor ſwell 
well our Preſumption. We ſhould rither thank Providence 


oO e eee 


1, for the Favour, than Pride in he Gift; for, in fine. 
un ve have no more Reaſon to look big upon the Matter, 
Fa han a Genet in embroidered 'Harnefs. 1 om 177 bt 
it) than a Genet in embroider nes T9 0. 

or But if your Parts and Qualify-are-not- of a Piece; if 


this raiſes you above the common Level, and thoſe throw 
you below it, you are only indebted to Nobility for the 
Poſt of a Scaramuucb, to divert your Inferiors, and to 
be ſcorn d by your Equal. 
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150 A Supplement to the firſt Part 
And as for Equipage and Attendance; tho' it makes a 


gawdy Show, at Bottom it's rather trivial than ſignifi- 
cant, and has more of Appearance than Reality. For 
it only argues either ſome Credit, much Money, or more 


Vanity. Now theſe. Advantages are of a baſe Alloy, 
and they muſt be gazed on through ſtrange Glaſſes to 
appear conſiderable. Madam P's Credit run her in every 


Merchant's Book, from the Exchange in the Strand to 
that in the City. She waded Chin deep, but by Mis- 


fortune, tho Credit enter'd her Name in ſo many, it 
was unable ito croſs it out of one; ſo that it had been 
greater, had it been leſs. ,For, in fine, ſhe run on tick, 
till ſhe ſunk her Purſe with her Credit, and then. the 
curſed her Merchant's Credulity, and her own Folly... 
Money indeed has fome Charms, it feeds Vanity, and 
caſts a ſparkling Varniſh over Peaſantry and Meanneſs; 
but, alas! This Luſtre is borrow'd, its a mere Glow- 
worm Light, that dazels more than it warms ; it comes 
from Fortune, not from Nature or Complexion,; it gilds 
the outſide, and ſports upon the De. but leaves 
the inſide as . it found it. In fine; it makes Peo- 
ple often worſe, but ſeldom better, and gives em the 
But nothing enlivens Women's Pride more than Flat- 
tery and Courtſhip; and yet what can be .imagined;more 
Wy ? They are ſo over-charged with Preſumption and 
Self- love, that they believe themſelves Miſtreſſes of all 
thoſe Perfection Brain- ſick Lovers, or fawning dy- 
phants are pleaſed to aſſign em; and ſometimes miſtake 
& plain Satyr for a Panegyrick, and grow big of Con. 
elt for being. en The Queen Sratonica had 
not one Hair on Ber Fend, and yet ſhe gave a Poet ix 
hundred Crowns for comparing it taq Fialet. The Com. 
pariſon was new indeed, and the Analogy fo far fetchd, 
that it comes not withiiſ ſight of Senſe. But, however, the 
Lady admired: the Diſtoyery, and became ſo exceſſive 
round upon the Compliment, that her Violet Hair ten- 
ow; her more ridiculot, than none at all. For bya 
Vanity ſo ill · grounded and ſo unreaſonable; ſhe ve 
the World a Demonſtratien her Skull was as bare with⸗ 
in as without, and that her Brains did not out - weigh 
ber Locks one Grain. Bur tho; a Lady ſhould be gra- 
ced with the Hair of e the Eyes of * 
1 1 a te 
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n Juno, and the Feet of Thetis, (to ſpeak 
in the 

ty and Impoſture? But Mire glaz d over with Snow? 
But an Idol of Fools? Or a Flower that opens and fades, 
that exhales Perfumes and Stench the ſame Day? What 
Language can reach the Extravagance of thoſe who rate 
themſelves upon ſo inconſiderable Advantages ? They 
are diſtemper'd beyond all Lunacy of the Mad-houſe, 
and ſhould be tied up to Diet, and confin d to-Daik- 
neſs and Diſeiplin e 14 
But to take down theſe Ladies Stomachs, and to bring 
their ſoaring Thoughts a Point lower. I would deſire em 


— 


to take a Turn in the Church- yard, and to try whether 


they can diſtinguiſh the Soul of a Princeſs from that of a 
Kitchen-wench ; whether the Aſhes of Dives are bet- 
ter qualified than thoſe of Lazarus ; Or the Bones of 
Ceſar's are made of more noble Ingredients than. thoſe 
of Peaſants ; or (leaſt ſuch a melancholly Sight ſhould 
work too much upon your Complexion, and fright you 
into Convulſions) fling away a Viſit upon Madam . 
ſhe was once the Town Beauty, the Life of Meetings, 
and the Lady of May. She rated her ſelf not by the 
Pound, but (like Diamonds) by the Cæract, and was 


her Body a Compound of the fifth Element, all Cele- 


loſes her Blood by Drops. She read me (I aſſure you) 
a more emphatical Leſſon of Vanity than Solomon, and 
convin'd me; Women muſt be mad to be proud. This 


inſtructive Sight, and would Curioſity lead Ladies ſome- 


Frive of Female Perfections might fall. For, in fine, to 


d go off with Deformity, and like à Candle to-vanifh 
un Stench, is a mortifying Rebuke to the Dignity of hu- 
wan Nature d fan d ende 

Look therefore upon all the Gods of Fortune and Na- 


{egence call rather for Gratitude than Pride. 


— 
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oetick Jargon) alas! What is all this but Vani- 


ſo extravagantly forid of her little Self, that :therfantied 
ſtial, without Droſs or Matter. But a Conſumption has 
tam d her Pride, and fetchd doun her towering Con- 


ceit. She is in Extremity; ſhe runs, 8 Creature! 
through a Courſe of Pain; ſhe conſumes by Inches, and 


A is certainly an humbling, tho' a moſt 
times within Proſpect of ſuch Scenes (I conceive): tlic 


ſet in ſo black a Cloud, to withdraw with Convulſions, 


me, as the mere Effects of God's Liberality, not of 
Mrit. That they are only lent, not given; and by con- 


ow 4 p rn — 4 _-" 
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Keep your Rank among the Great Ones, and diſdain 
not to ſtoop to the Peaſant when Charity commands, 
| | Hate Flattery as a Plague, Hypocriſy as Poiſon, and a 
| i baſe Complaiſance as mere Apery. Speak ill of no Bo- 
5 dy, praife ſeldom; but never your ſelf. 1488 
"Loſe not Sight of your Faults, nor depend upon your 
Vertue. This is God's Work, thoſe ſolely your own. En- 
deavour to be pious, but never think you are ſo. And 
tho you live up to the Height of Chriſtian Perfection, 
ſuppoſe you are only at the Bottom. We may Sin by 
eſteeming our ſelves too much, but cannot by valuing 
our ſelves too little. And to put Nature to the Bluſh, 
practice upon Occaſion ſome publick Actions of Humili- 1 
ty. For Example: You may feed the Poor with your n 
Alms, and ſerve em with your own Hands, Tho ſuch C 
Acts are low, they are not mean. And they rather en- 
noble Dignity than degrade it. The great Empreſs Helen n. 
appear d taller on her Knees, when be waſh'd the Feet Z 


» 
* 232 — . Br re — W 
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of poor Women, than when ſhe ſat in her Throne; E. 
more glorious when ſhe wiped them with a Towel, than o1 
when ſhe rode in a triumphant Chariot: And more great de 
when ſhe ſerved at Table the devout Vireins at len th 
than when the commanded in Nome or Conflantinople. - ce 
Why may not Ladies alſo ſometimes favour an Hoſpi- eſt 


tial wich a Viſir, as well as the Play-houſe? An Hour would IM th 
be better ſpent in this Theatre of Miſery, than in that up 
of Diverſion. Here you learn Humility, and practiſe it; 
and although you leave an Alms behind, you carry away 


rea 

the Merit. At Paris I have ſeen the topping Ladies of MW pe: 

the Court, in! Hotel Dien, help and comfort the Sick Be: 

with great Charity. They refreſh'd thoſe poor Creatures 74 

not only with Words, but with Cordials and Juleps. | MW the 

could wiſh the Mode would Sail into England. It edific WM tha 

fi Tam fare, and would become Quality, and ſit as gentee- pri: 
4 ly on Ladies, as French Fontanges. For, in fine, a Chi Arr 
\ | | ſtian Submiſſion is the top of Gallantry, and gives'a nate 
A and 


greater Luſtre than Equipage or Eſcutcheon. To _—_ 


# above the Vulgar in Rank, and below ?em in Affection, roa 

9 to be eſteem d by others, and contemnd by. ourſelves, Moe 

N is to abandon the Sentiments of Nature, for the moſ ii Di 
fined Morals of the Goſp el. 


0 ; 
þ 
* 
# 
* 
; 
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" 
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neſs: This would lead me too far; 
Zeno, the Science of decent Motion, i. e. as it poliſhes the 


R 0 , * N 
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As Humility regulates the Interior, ſo Modeſty diſci- 
plines the Exterior. This is the Index that marks the 


otion of our Soul: It diſcovers the Situation of our 


Paſſions, and tells us whether they obey the Empire of 
Fenſe, or of Reaſon. For Providence ſeems to have de- 
ſigned the Face, not only for Ornament, but for Infor- 


mation. Nay, the Soul flies into our Behaviour, and 


we can read its Inclination and Diſguſt as legibly in 


our Actions, as Phyficians the State of the Body by the 
bent e ð̊ e Sh (5 tek; 
Thus Gregory of Naxianxen ſaw the Diſorders of  Ju- 
lian's Soul in the Irregularity of his Carriage, and pro- 


nounced him a Runagate before he had apoſtatiz d from 


GG ᷣ K 2g on of 
I ſhall not conſider Modeſty in b r to Wanton- 
ut as it's defined by 


Exterior; and cut off all rhoſe Exorbitances that render 


our Converſation offenſive, or leſs Chriſtian. I know in- 
deed St. Paul commends it in this Acception to all; but 


tho' it reaches the Meſcnline Part of our Species, it con- 


cerns more properly the Feminine. And it's no more 


eſteem d a bare Ornament, but a Propriety of the Sex. So 


that a Woman diſcarded of Modeſty, ought to be gaz d 


upon as a Monſter. Let her be ſet off with all the other 
Embelliſhments of Art and Nature, ſo long as Boldneſs is 
read in her Face, this Vice alone will Eclipſe her other 
Perfections, and like a Cloud overcaſt all the glittering 
Beams of Beauty, Wit, and Dignity. yr. 


Nor indeed is it any Wonder that Modeſty 5s ſo much 1 
the Right and Intereſt of rhe Sex. For this is the rom 


that guards their Treaſure againſt all the Attacks of Sur- 
Prize or Impudence. When Brennus with his victorious 
Army enter'd Rome, the Gravity and Majeſty of the Se- 
nators aw d the licentious Soldiers into ſuch a Reſpe& 
and Reverence, that not one for a long time durſt ap- 
w. 'em. And I believe a Lady well ſtock d with 

odeſty, may look upon the looſe. Deſires, and keep at 
a Diſtance the Attempts of the moſt impudent Aſſailant. 
For certainly true Vertue has more Authority than Af. 
fectation, and a Chriſtian Reſervedneſs, than a Stoical 


Severity. When a Town is well provided within, and 


ſtrongly 


0 


has ſeldom tlie Courage to attempt the Siege. The Ex- 
1 ence, the length of Time, the Loſſes, and, in fine, the | 
Lc of Succeſs ſcare him from the Enterprize ; 


154 4 Supplement 70 the firſt Part 


ſtrongly fenced with Out works, a victorious General 


ſo that he wheels off to the leſs forfeited, as of more ea- 
ſy. Conqueſt. Our Gallants ſeem to follow the ſame 
Method; they are ſo far from tempting a modeſt Wo. 
man, that they can ſcarce dare look her in the Face; her 
Countenance and Air, rather fright Paſſion than excite it. 


They e down impure Love, and raiſe Reſpect and 


Eſteem. In fine, the is ſo encompaſſed with Modeſty, 
there is no making an Approach, and by conſequence 
no Proſpe& of Succeſs, and this Difficulty cools the moſt 


nery Luſt, and diſcourages the moſt violent Senſuality. 


No Body but Aſmodess himſelf will attempt to violate 


ſuch a SanQuary. 


But when they eſpy a Lady without Reſervedneſs, 
who is endued with. many attractive Qualities, and has 
nothing that awes; no Out-works that guard her Virtue; 


| they are tempted to ſtorm her Conſtancy, and if the 


lends a patient Ear to the Encomiums of her Wit and 
aty ; if the ſtays to receive the Attack, ſhe is in Dan- 
ger of being at Diſcretion. For, in ſhort, this Remiſſneſs 
is a kind of Capitulation; it's a Mark the Defendant is 
preſs d, and then follows a Surrender: So that the Ne- 
ceſſity of this Vertue ought to awake the Care of Ladies, 
and quicken their Endeavours to purchaſe it. 


Nou if you ask me what it is, I have anſwer'd with 


Zeno, its The Science of decent Motion, i. e. it's a Mix- 
ture of Gravity and Sweetneſs, that ſtamp Piety on the 
Behaviour, and make the Divine Tranſports of the Soul 
ſparkle in the very Eyes; it reaches every Part of the Ex. 
teriour, and guides our whole Comportment Abroad and 


at Home, in our Cloſer, and in Converſation; in fine, it 


plants Vertue upon the Forehead, and draws Decorun 
uperae Hane. daf 27 4 ee 

But by Gravi y I underſtand not a moroſe Sowernels, 
nor a ſtarch'd Behaviour. The firſt marks ill Nature, 
the ſeoond Pride and Affectation. I would neither counſel 
Ladies to make wry Faces, as if they were taking a Doſe 
cf Coloquintida, nor walk as if like Bartholomew Poppets, 
they mov'd by Wire. This is not Modeſty, but dowr 
light Grimace, and has more of the Mimick than . 


3 2 
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The one Frights,' the Nr ſes Laughter. Keep within i 
a Mean; Extreams are vicious ; extraordinary Geſtures | 
are as unbecoming, as antiquated Dreſſes. | 

But be ſure to take Care of the Tongue. This is an | 
inſolent Member, and needs all the Precepts and In- 
ſtructions of Modeſty, to be kept within the Compaſs of - | 


Pretend not in Company to Wit; you will certainly 


to the Sex, 


favours. of; 


theſe Qualities are not the true Standard of Know- 


Lady, before they are join d by the Parſon.” It's à great 
Breach of Modeſty almoſt to know ſuch Things, and 


they are their real Concern, they would bid fair for tha! 
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In Converſation you muſt ſuppoſe all are not of the 
ſame Opinion, bear therefore a Contradiction with Calm- 


neſs and Moderation; and be not too kind to your own 


Errors. Infallibility is neither an Appendix of Nature, 


nor of Grace: Women may fall into thoſe Miſtakes by 


Surprize or Ignorance, without any. Abatement of their 
Parts, they cannot vindicate without Diſhonour. So that 
it's more prudent, as well as more modeſt, to confeſs a 
Fault, than to defend it with Eagerneſs and Paſſion; 
Over-rate not therefore your own Sufficiency, for tho ſome 
Diamonds are ſaid to be above Price, Merits are not, 
Fancy not your Underſtanding moves in a higher Region 
than other Peoples; or that you muſt neceſſarily be wiſer, 
becauſe more Beautiful or Noble. Belieye me, Madam, 


ledge: A fair Frontiſpiece is no infallible Sign of well 
furniſh'd Rooms. The inſide may be poor, though the 
outſide be rich: And I ſuppoſe the Walls are not ſtronger 
for bein ancient. E A 8 . | — 3143 et | 77 

Little Love - Intrigues oftentimes are the Subject of Wo- 
men's Diſcourſe; and generally People are paired by my 


Boldneſs to throw em into Converſation. For the Laws 
of Decbrum are ſo ſevere in regard of Women, that it's 
almoft a Fault to pronounce the Word Love. They can 
fcarce diſcover a diflike-of an ill Thing without Blemilh, 
nor even Bluſh without diſobliging their Modeſty. For, 
in fine, thoſe Diſcourſes argue a vicious Inclination, ora 
Memory ill furniſh'd, or Curioſity miſapplied, or rather 
all Three. For certainly, without Pains, it's hard to 
glean ſo great a Proviſion of Amourett; and without 
fome Inclination, as hard to run ſuch Lengths in the 


* - 


Hiſtory of Intrigues. 2349 AE. SH 

In a word, let Modeſty not only chuſe the Subject of 
your Converſation, and regulate the Management of ib 
but tune the Voice, and order the Accent. The Tongue 
muſt not break out into Noiſe and Tumult; like the 
Platonick Harmony of the moving Spheres, it ſhould 
charm, but not be petceid'd at a Diſtance. Would L. 
dies make the Purchaſe of thoſe Vertues their Buſineſs a 


Perfection, their Profeſſion, Sex, and Station 1 * 
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There are others indeed neceſſary, but becauſe they reach | 


the whole Species, and concern Men no leſs than Wo- 
men, I ſhall refer you to the Catechiſm for Inſtruction. 
Beſides, too many Precepts rather fright than inſtruct, 
and are more apt to caſt us into Deſpair, than to raiſe a 
Reſolution of obſerving 'em. 7 Er 
Emil. I thank you for your Charity, Sir, and wiſh my 
ſelf ſo happy as to comply with your Inſtruction: But 
they ſeem too vague; favour me therefore with a Sum- 


up a Scheme, and ſet me a Journal. 


out a Manteau for the Moon. Circumſtances vary, and 
cannot be brought to the ſame Rule. However, I will 


it to your Occaſions. 


DIALOGUE VL 
A Regulation of their daily Aftions. © 


's AN Effeminate Sabarite thank'd the Gods that he had 
n never ſeen the Sun riſe in his Life. I would not 


b, have Ladies imitate this Pagan Copy, much leſs, muſt 


15 they value themſelves *upon ſo ſuperlative a Lazineſs. 
Live not as if your were our Antipodes. (oy is ſup- 
er 2nd to bear a great Sway over Female Inclinations. 
t it therefore lead you to this great Planet's Levee, at 
ut leaft in December and Fannary. I aſſure you, Madam, 
ne WY it riſes with more Majeſty than the greateſt Monarch; 
| , and this Morning Scene outſhines the Gloeworm Pagean- 
0 


10 ling Beams. It turns every drop of Dew into ſparkling 
Diamonds, and commands Nature to change her Night- 
nail into Cloth of Gold and Embroidery. Beſides, it 
wakes almoſt every part of the drowſy Creation. Birds 
and Beaſts begin Matines, and proclaim the Glory of 
their omnipotent Maker. Why ſhould Man be leſs ac- 
knowledging than Beaſt ? Or jnſtia& Wyrk more forci- 
bly than Reaſon ? E II. 8 


mary of thoſe Actions I muſt perform each Day. Draw 


Euſeb. Alas! Madam, you may as well ask me to cut 
lay a Plan before you, and hope your Prudence will fit 


eee eee eee 


| try of the Play-houſe. It gilds the Heaven with its daz- 
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So ſoon as you are up, fall upon your Knees, and 
adore that mighty Being that made you. His Greatneſs 
calls for Homage, and your Dependance ſtands obliged 


for the Payment. Offer up every Action of the Day to 
his Glory; ſuch an Intention ſanctifies the meaneſt, and 


ſtamps a new Value upon the moſt Holy. Ask Pardon 
for paſt Offences, and rather reſolve to die, than to rranſ- 
5 God's Commands for the future. Sue for the Sup- 


* - . | ; | . | 

port of his Grace; without this you are impotent, and 

with it invinſible. mn re 8H 
| 4 III. | 


Reflect what Occaſion of Sin may reſent it ſelf, and 


prevent the Danger by Prudence and Forecaſt, A Temp» 
ration foreſeen is almoſt overcome. But he lies at the 
Mercy of an Enemy, who is aſſaulted by Surprize and 
Stratagem. When you diſcover an Ambuſcade, keep at 
4 Diſtance; to tempt Temptation is an unſeaſonable 
Bravery. I would as ſoon rouze a ſleeping Lion, as come 
within its reach; for, in fine, the Victory is not ſure, 
but the Peril as Sram ran 
ae IV. 

Stand not upon mere defenſive War, for tho' you ſtrug+ 
gle handſomely for a Time, and keep your Ground, you 
will at length be overpower'd with Number ; if you in- 
tend to come off with Conqueſt, carry War into the 
Enemies Dominions. The Advantage for the moſt part 


lies on the Aſſailant's Side. Single out therefore every 


Day ſome Vertue, and make ſure of it by Practice. The 
Duty of a Chriſtian is not only to ſuffer, but to do ; by 
reſiſting the Allurements of Fleſh and Bloed, you loſe no 
Ground ; by exerciſing Vertue you gain upon the Devil, 
and ſo increaſe your Forces, and weaken his. 
When you have Gäbe your Duty to 
ſome time upon the Government of your Family ; the 
Buſineſs within Doors lies upon your Hands, and is part 
of your Province ; and you muſt not do all by Deputy. 
Indeed I would not have you enter upon too Minute a 
Detail, nor regiſter the Hen-rooſt in your Table Book. It's 
below your Station to hunt every Day after Hens Neſts, 
as Madam L. did ; or to calculate the Number of 1. 
lings; 
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lings; nor ſhould you ſurvey the Hogſty to mark the 
worſt of the Litter for the Tiche-Pig ; theſe Actions fa- 
your of Meanneſs, they argue Avarice to Exceſs, and fit 
unhandſomely on Quality, OR 


When you fit at your Toylet keep Vanity at a Di- 


ſtance, and remember you trim a Body that once will 
ſink into Corruption. Look upon your Robes as Badges 


of Infamy, and reflect, Ladies had never been fine, had 
they remain d innocent. I know, indeed, as the World 


yond the Surface, and meaſure Quality by gawdy Trap- 
your Affection muſt ſoar above em, and you muſt never 


fection of your Sex _ 


t 


on Silks, and ſpit in Silver: Nature had made her a com- 


v 


yet the proteſted in the Sight of God, that her Greatneſs - 


| was a Burthen, and her Finery a Tormenc. Thou know- 


this glittering Diadem, the Envy of a thouſand Ladies, 


ly when I muſt appear in publick, and lay it down when 
| retire to my Apartment. The Turn of Fortune has 
wrought no 9 in me: Iam a Slave on the Throne, 
a poor Caitif in F 

of Plenty. Tho' I poſſeſs the Scepter, together with the 


proftrating my ſelf, and my Grandeur at the Foot of thy 
Altars. For, in fine, the Contempt of my Greatneſs flies 


the Object of my Averſion. Here is a ſeraphick Tranſ⸗- 
port for ye! It's all Light, all Fire. A Heart that can 
thus ſcorn an Empire is larger than the World, and more 
capacious than the Empyreum. She was a Queen with- 
out, all Angel, and all Seraphin within. Did Ladies 


goes, Nobility muſt make a Figure: Quality and Title 
without Appearance will never draw Reſpect; they re- 
quire a Support. The Senſes of the Mob muſt be ftruck, 
and their Imagination affected; for they ſeldom dive be- 
pings and Equipage. However, tho' you uſe theſe Toys, 
eſteem the worſt Parts of Beaſts, to be the greateſt Per. 


The brave Eber was raiſed from Subjection to Com- 
mand, and from Servitude to the Throne. She walk'd 


pleat Beauty, and Providence a mighty Empreſs ; and 
eſt, my God, (ſaid ſhe,) that mere Neceſſity obliges me 
to live in Pomp and Glory, not Choice; and that I ſcorn = 


and the Deſire of more. I wear it with Regret, and on- 


mbroidery, and a Beggar in the Face 
Wealth of Aſia, I enjoy nothing but the Satisfaction of 


higher than my Fortune, and the Exceſs of Pleaſures is 


bring 


— 
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bring ſuch noble Sentiments to the Toylet, they would 
charm Heaven ; and whilſt Men admire their Bravery, 
the very Angels would fall in Love with their Vertue: 
For then they would meaſure the gawdry of their Man. 
teau's preciſely by the Length of Quality, not by the ex- 
tent of Pride or Vanity; they would keep up to the Exi- 
gency of their Rank, without deviating from the Duty 
of their Religion. _ 1 . 7 


After Dinner you may employ ſome time at your Nee- 
dle, or other Works ſuitable to your Condition. Au- 
guſtus Cæ ſar thought not ſuch Occupations below the Dig- 
nity of his Wife and Daughters: Yet he was a great 

Man, and thoſe Ladies mighty Princeſſes : And I ſuppoſe 

dur Lords would not diſpute the Wall with him, nor the 

Wirres the Precedence with his Children. The Romans 
kept the Diſtaff of Queen Tanaquil with more Care, than 
the Lance of Romulus, to teach Poſterity, that it was no 
leſs neceſſary for the good of the State, to propoſe to La- 
dies Examples of Labour, than to Men Patterns of Bravery. g 
And Solomon in the Character he has drawn of a Heroine, 
flouriſhes upon her Oeconomy and Labour. She pat (ſays 
he) her Hands to Work, and then open'd em to the Neceſ- fy 


C EEE 


| N the Indigent ; ſhe Spun both Linen and Woollen: Wl b. 

Yet ſhe is not repreſented as a Country Dame, but asz = 

Peereſs : For her Husband ſat cum Senatoribus terre, i. e. . 

in the Houſe of Lords, or at leaſt of Commons. Wheels fs 

4 indeed are at preſent more out of Faſhion, and Ladies 5 
x 5 will no more Spin, than make Bone-Lace. Seeing Cu- | 
[| ſtom has degrated the Employment, I will not counſel en; 
* to re- inſtate it in its priſtine Dignity. But, however, BW. i 

Needle-work is reputable, and the moſt qualified Ladies A 


may Embroider without deſcending from their Station, 
Believe me, Madam, Idleneſs is an ill Employment; and 
ſhe who has nothing to do, will be tempted to do mort 
than will ſtand with Conſcience, and perchance with H- 
nour. For when we have no good Thoughts, we ar 
granny eſter d with bad ones; and when Ul is in ou 
ancy, it flides with eaſe into the Will. 


You may ſeaſon Work with Reading, for though Me 
men ſhould not pretend to commence Doctors, et! 


wpuld not have em forſwear Knowledge, nor make a V0. 
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of Stupidity, God has favour'd you with a reaſonable Soul, 
enrich'd it with the Science of thoſe things, that give Life 
to a civil Converſation, and inſtruct you in the Duty of 
your Profeſſion. For your Court Aſſurance, your Ad- 
dreſſes, in the Modes; and Geſtures of Salutation, your 
oraceful Entrance into a Room, and all the other pretty 
Accompliſhments of the Sex, are dead, unleſs enlivened 
by a handſome Diſcourſe. Is it a mute Scene, a Bartho- 
lomew Poppet-thew, that ſurprizes ſome, and furniſhes 
Matter of Laughter to others. Is it not ridiculous to ſee 
a Lady with a great deal of Formality drive to a Ren- 
dezvous, and at the end of a ſhort Compliment fall im- 
mediately upon Fontanget and Foretops ? So much Pomp, 
ſo much Ceremony out- do the. Occaſion ; the Entertain- 
ment is too trivial for the Solemnity. Thoſe that will 
not learn to ſpeak 4 propos, ſhould learn, methinks, to 
hold their Peace; for it's much better to ſpeak nothing, 
fin WERE on Eo iow cc. 
Indeed it's not neceſſary to Rival the Knowledge of 
the Sybils, nor the Science of the Muſes, ſhe ſhould not 
wade too deep into Controverſy, nor ſoar ſo high as Di- 
vinity. Theſe Studies lie out of a Lady's Way: They 
fly up to the Head, and not only intoxicate weak Brains, 
but turn them: They engender Pride, and blow us uf 
with Self: conceitedneſs, and when all theſe meet, we hall 
be apt to meaſure Faith by our private Judgment, and to 
ſet up our ill-ſhap'd. Notions againſt the receiv'd Tenets 
VVV 
Read therefore thoſe Books that lead to Piety: They 
enlighten the Underſtanding, and warm the Will; they 
lay open the Cauſe of our Miſcarriazes, and at the ſame 
time preſcribe the Remedy. They neither flatter Quali- 
ty, nor infult Peaſantry, but like Pictures made to Si ht, 
they look equally upon all: In fine, they refreſh the Me- 
Imory, enlarge the Underſtanding, and inflame the Will, 
and ſo thro' Pleaſure DS Wiſdom and Vertue. 
You may afterwards either return. Viſits, or receive 
them ; but perform both with as much Expedition, as Ci- 
ity and Ceremony will permit. Long Converſations 
Pas, they languiſh at an Hour's End, and fall into mere 
at or Impertinencies. For Women have ſeldom Mate- 
als to furniſh a long Diſcourſe, unleſs they Comment 
FAY | r upon 
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upon their Neighbour's Failures, and turn their Misfbr- 
tune into the Subject of Diverſion. Now to laugh at 
anothers Expence is not only diſingenuous, but unchriſti- 
an. Rather take a turn ſometimes to the Play-houſe ; but 
be fure firſt the Piece be cleanly, clear complexion'd, 
neither larded with Smut nor Blaſphemy ; that it neither 
arraigns Vertue, nor buffoons Religion ; that it has no- 
thing offenſive to the Eye, nothing to the Ear. In fine, 
that it be either Inſtructive or Innocent. For if it makes 
bold with God, or laſhes his Miniſters ; if it encourages 
Vice, and hoots at Vertue, you muſt no more, appear 
there than in a Peſt-Houſe. Diverſions bought at the 
Expence of Conſcience are too dearly purchas . 


F . 1 1 r 
Before you go to Bed withdraw into your Cloſet, and 
take an impartial View of your Conſcience: If it up- 
braids you with no crying Sin, give Glory to God, and 
with bended Knees, and an humble Heart thank him for 
the Favour. For not your Vertue, but his Grace has 
kept you upon your Legs, and either remov'd or van- 
quiſh'd the Temptation. But if you have. ſtray d from 
your Duty, ſue for Pardon ; and lay not your Body to 
Reſt, till you have obtain'd quiet for your Soul. When 
the Conſcience is diforder'd, Sleep can ſcarce be found; 
a wounded Soul keeps the Body awake in ſpight of 0- 
pium. And though it does not, you ſhould no more ſhut 
719 Eyes in a State of Sin, than ſleep on the Brink of a 
recipice. For alas! How many does Death aſſail in 
their Beds at unawares? And what is worſe, unprovid- 
ed? Poor Creatures | They awake in Hell, and only re- 
cover their Senſes to feel the Extremity of Toxments. 
But when by a hearty Repentance your have calm d Can- 
ſcience, you may fleep ſecurely. Though Death ſteal 
upon you by ſurprize, it will not find you unprepard; 
it can only convey vou from a tranſitgry Repoſe into 
eternal Reft. Here 15 a hort rug a Chriſtian 
Life, and methinks it may eaſily be brought to Practice 
A Lady that cant ſuffer ſo ſmall a Conſtraing, muſt be 
Emil. Well, the Sche! e ſeems practicable, and i no⸗ 
thing elſe be requir'd to live like a Lady: 985 hriſtian, 
_ „ not 9 meh upon Freed. 0 
ed. Pray, Sir, go on, to oblige me with a ſhort Comment: 
poi the Dany e Blot, II 
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DIALOGUE vn. 
Tue Duty of a MOTHER: 


1 ther, is Reciprocal, and not only obliges Chil- 
dren to reſpe& and revere their Parents, but alſo enjeins 
Parents to love their Children; and this Obligation comes 
not only from the Decalogue, but immediately from Na- 
ture. Nor does ſhe diſcharge the Duty of a Mother who 
fans on, and careſſes her Off-ſpring; who pampers 
their Bodies, and wraps them up in Silk and Cotton. No, 
no, her Care muſt reach their moſt ſublime Part, the Soul. 
This muſt be cultivated, and manur'd with Principles 
and Precepts, that it may anſwer the great End of its 
Creation. Now becauſe the Males ſo ſoon as they are 


| capable of Inſtruction are taken from the Mother, 1 ſhall 

| only touch upon the Education that fits the Females. 

L + Teach them betimes the End of their Creation, their 
0 Duty towards. God, and the Obligations of Religion. Ex- 
n plain the Creed and the Decalogue ; the firſt inſtructs em 
Us in Faith, the ſecond in Manners; and omit not the Pains 
* of the Wicked, and the Joys of the Joſt the one will | 
ut by from Sin, the other will allure em to Vertue; nor 
A ſuffer em only to reſt in the Knowledge, but inure them 
22 to the Practice, by all che little Arguments of Kindueſs 
id and Authority; and ſecure the Obſervance by the Tenures 


of Love and Obedience. Seldom apply Severity till mild 
Methods prove ineffeQual : For Children muſt not be 
taught Piety (like Dogs to ſet) with Stripes and ill U- 
lage: They never do a Thing heartily when compell d by 
Force, and oftentimes hate thoſe Exerciſes at Thifty, for 
| which they were chaſtiſed at Ten. Some Years ag! n 5 
Inte che Company of my Lady N. ſhe plyd me with 
luch-a long-winded Panegyrick of her little Daughter, 
that 1 began to wiſh the Child leſs accompliſh'd, Or the 
ther leſs fond: She was Beauty in Life, and Wit in 
kerfegion. Nay; and fo'skilful in the Ways of the Lord, 
that I ſuſpeed the” had made at leaſt two Voyages t 
eavel, or had hit upon an Invention to travel to Pa- 
a h Sole end Ege e 
JC Well, 
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fant, I preſume, knows the Catechiſm. 


was the firſt Man ? Ch: Adam. Moth. Who was the '6ld. 


Synagogue. Is this all! ae > 
plied 1 ) it's n&thing at all to the Purpoſe : Indeed ſhe has 


tering Engines of the Devil move them. A Bead-role of 


fignificant. Young Creatures ſooner.yield to that, chan 
13 and give more Credit to the Eyes, than to 


them to their Deſcendants. 


Well, Madam, (faid 1) fuch a Wit, fach 4 Divine [p- 
The Catechiſm! replied the, I hope ſo: And the firſt 
Chapter of Geneſis alſo. And then immediately was I 
real with a Scene of Queſtion and Anſwer, Moth. Who 


eſt Man ? Ch. Methaſalem. Moth. Who was the wiſeſt 
Man? Ch, Solomon. Nay, cries ' Mamma, ſhe can tell 
you the Wives of Abrabam, Iſaac, and Fac. 
You have led her I ſuppole (faid 1) to Joſepb- Ben. 
Tfracl the Jewiſh Herald, and intend to enter her in the 


All! anſwered the Lady, and a great all too. Nay (re- 


learnt the Nurſes Catechiſm, but not the Church's. Why? 
The Jews know this, and believe it too, and yet are not 
Chriftians. Come, Madam, leave theſe'odd Methods'of 

Inſtruction, and come up to the Grounds of Chriſtianity. 
Plant the Principles of Faith and Godlineſs ſo deep, that 
neither the Impulſe of Fleſh can ſhake them, nor the bat- - 


cramp Names may, poliſh and refine the. Memory, but 
what is this to the capital Point, Salvation +/+ 1 | 
| | F 33 = | 3 - 
| | FOIA EL HL! 


* 
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Inſtruction, unleſs arm'd with Example, will prove in- 


Reaſon. If therefore the Mother's Conduct preaches Vice, 
tho' her Mouth dilates upon the Neceſſity of Vertue, the 
Chi'd will ſuppoſe her in Jeſt, and rather ſteer by her 
Practice, than her Precept. Wo be to Bare enn 
who make Daughters Witneſſes of their Diſorders, and 
thus immortalize their Tranſgreſſions by recommending | 


Let not Romances come within reach of a young [a 
dy: They are the Poiſon of Youth, and murther Souls, 
as ſure as Arſenick or Ratsbane kills Bodies. Their Style, 
Matter, Language, and Deſign are pointed againſt the 
Defence of Vertue. They fully the Fancy, over heat PaF 
ſion, and awake Folly ; and like lewd Pictures, are the 
worſe for being excellent. They kindle thoſe Flames 
that cannot be extinguiſhed without Trouble, nor enter 


tain} 
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tain d without a Crime. Nay, like the Fire of Hell, they 
are almoſ} Eternal, and what is worſe, the very Torment 


in Flames with Pleaſure and Tranſport. In a Word, 
Madam, a Romance is a bewitching Impoſture, it faſci- 
nates the Imagination with a Fool's Paradice ; ĩt commu- 
nicates the Charms to the Intellect, and then hurries the 
Will God knows whither. Like ſweet Morſels, it fauns 
upon the Palate to captivate the Heart, and plays with 
the Organ to cut our. Throats : In fine, they give the 
Paſſion they repreſent, and fo by an unhappy Inverſion, 
the very Copy produces an Originll. 
Alas! When a young Creature reads over flouriſh'd De- 
ſcriptions of enchanted Caſtles, of glorious Carouſels, of 
ſumptuous Banquets, of conquering Beauties, and cap- 
tive Knights; what a fine Landskip will they draw in 
her Head ? How powerfully will they work upon her 
tender Heart? What a Tumult will they raiſe. in her 
Breaſt ? Thoſe Scenes, tho merely Romantick, ſollicit in 
good earneſt ; they reinforce Paſhon, and are mighty Re- 
cruits to Folly ; they ſet the Sex into a Fir of Longing z 
for tho Women were made of Bone, they retain all the 
liableneſs of Fleſh :) How often will the envy a Philoclea 
for having a Pyrocles at her Feet, and how ſeriouſly will 
ſhe with herſelf in the Place of Pamelia. Nay, it's odds, 
when the Fancy is waxm'd, and. the Imagination charm d 
with the advantageous Characters of thoſe Platonick 
Knights, the may fall in Love with the bare Product of 
Sidney) s Brain, and become a real Slave to Fable and Fi- 
ction. Or tho' ſhe arri ves not to ſuch a pitch of Frenzy, 
its very probable ſhe will attempt ſome Conqueſt, and 
ſpread Nets to enſnare a Gallant, that will as fatally en- 
tangle her. Nor can ſhe fail of Expedients to delude her 
Guards; the Author that kindles the Paſſion, ſhews the 
ay to carry on the Intrigue, he provides her the Me- 
tnods and Stratagem, and warrants Succeſs, and ſo a Fa- 
ble is turn d into a real Story: But with this Difference, 
that inſtead of a Prince, Madamoiſelle goes off with 4 
„Lead em not into Company till a ſtrong Vertue arms 
on againſt the Danger of Temptation, their Senſes muſt 
© guarded, and ill Objects be kept at a great Diſtance. 
TR A Hleſh 
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pleaſes: And ſo, as Vero did Rome, we behold our ſelves 
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| Fleſh and Blood have a natural Tendency to Extravss 
gance, and will ſcarce ftand unconcern'd under the Al- 
. of Example and Invitation. It's dangerous, 
ſays St. Juſtin, for a Man to admire the very Vertues of a 
Woman; and, I believe, it's not more ſecure for a Wo- 
man to ſtand the Flattery and Courtſhip of Men. Now 
when both Sexes meet, Gallantry always manages the 
Converſation. Would you thruſt a Child into a Peſt- 
Houſe without Neceflity, and without an Amulette? 
Why then will you lead her to confas'd Meetings? 
In thoſe Rendex vous, as well as at Conſtantinople, ſome 
Body always carries the Plague Sores, and gives the In- 
fection? 5 !!!... 7 2 Ov 
Emil. You are perceive an Enemy to Breeding, will 
you have Ladies as unpoliſh'd as Shepherdeſſes? Where 
can they learn Behaviour but in Converfation and Com- 
55 Euſeb. Madam, you miſtake me, I am not againſt 
Breeding, but I am for Vertue. And, I muſt tell you, 
this will turn to better Account than that : For by \ 
Breeding I ſuppoſe you mean a Gracefulneſs of Conver- 
ſation, a decent Aſſurance, together with ſome pre 
Poſtures A-la-mode. Theſe Qualifications (I confeſs 
are commendable, becauſe they introduce us into-Com- 
_ pany with Advantage; but then they muſt not be mag- 
nified beyond Proportion. I would not have Mothers fo 
fantaſtically Fond of them, as to place em among the 
top Perfections of the Sex; nor to expoſe a Child's In- 


| 
: 
nocence for a. Brace of Grimaces. For, in fine, they are ( 
eaſily gained, and Ladies by the Afliſtancę of Vertye t 
may be acceptable without them. And I am apt to be t 
lieve, that a native Beauty, without theſe acquired En- WW £ 
belliſhments, if it be waited on by Modeſty, Meeknel, Will t! 
and Devotion, will ſooner find a Match, than Beauty re 
without Piety, though ſet off with the moſt ornamental 
Graces of Education. But why muſt ſhe converſe witl oo 
Men for Education? Would you have her paſs through Wi Re 
Courſe of Debauchery ? Or do you think ſhe cannot be Su 


genteel, unleſs ſhe be tainted ? Would you have her bla 
pheme like a Sea-Captain, or curſe like a Drayman 
grant the may learn this helliſh Diale& of Men, and 
may be courted out of all Senſe of Honour and Brodi 
ty. But theſe, I ſuppoſe, are no Female Qualification 
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and therefore till they receive the Stamp of publick Ap- 
probation, pray let tender Virgins forbear ſuch dange- 
rous Haunts. F CURVE) . K. 9 
Lac. Under Favour, this Caution goes too far, you will 
bar Engliſh Ladies the Liberty of the Church, as the 
Turks 4 the Afiaticks that of the Moſques ; for there is 
a mixt Conflux, and J have ſeen as fine Gentlemen at the 


\ 


Sermon, as at a Ball. Eat in 
Euſeb. Really, Madam, 1 am fo far from debarring 
Ladies the Freedom of the Church, that I counſel em to 
appear oftner there. But then I am for introducing a 
ſewiſh Cuſtom, i. e. for ſeparating the Women from the 
en, and for drawing a Curtain between em. Thoughts, 
1am ſure, would be more recollected, and Piety would 
go on more evenly. But as Things are carried, theſe ve- 
ry Meetings are not ſecure, and Vertue is expos'd to 
"Temptation, Bad Deſigns are often laid in this Sanctua- 
xy, and the Intrigue is compleated in more lewd Places. 
For in Truth, People appear before the Lord not in Sack- 
cloth, but in Gold and Silver, and one would think they 
came rather to commit new Sins, than to cancel the paſt, 
The Ladies fit on Cockhorſe upon Scaffolds in open View, 
as if they were at the Theatre, and perch above the 
Crowd to be gaz'd at. And as they are ſeated advanta- 
8 ſeen, ſo their Elevation gives them a fair 
pportunity to ſee; and thus the Danger is Reciprocal. 
Notwithſtanding it's a Chriſtian's Duty to go to Church, 
and this is his Warrant ; and if we take a little Care, 
God will not let us miſcarry for Obedience. Beſides, 
though People bring ill Deſigns, the Majeſty of the Place, 
the Solemnity of the Action, or at leaſt the Zeal of the 


Preacher may ſtifle em, and keep in Awe and Reſpect 
the moſt wild Nature, and fo they who came Sinners may 
en Pegtenc e 8 
enita But this concerns not thoſe Meetings where both Sexes 
Wit a onvene to dance and ſport, Neither carry Modeſty: or 
ooh | Reſtraint to thoſe Rendeiwks Theſe Vertues. are too 
ot de upercilious and Cenſorious for the Occaſion ; Seriouſ- 
bla. neſs and Thinking are left at Home, or diſmiſt at the 
an?! oor, and Piety never obtains a Ticket, ſo that People 
ana dome here unguarded, and Vertue without Defence: 
drob i Beſides, the Parade, the Gawdry, and Gaiety of the Com- 
an Pany ſolljcit hard; and plead for Di ſorder. The one be- 
ally | 1 8 | 
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witches the Eye, the other the Heart: And then Mirth -- 
emboldens Paſſion, and invites it to Action. Soft Muſick 


Virgin with a young Vertue into Indecencies. 
Emil. You are, I perceive, for clapping up Ladies into 


3 ge hs rat: Hei: = oa 5 
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Reſtraint is no ſure Guard to Vertue. A Woman of 


T. 

1 
'F 
1 

| 
1 


regular than ours; though there is much Caution in 
thoſe Kingdoms, there is more Miſcarriage: Nay, I have 
read in Lery, that the Braſilian Ladies, where Manteau's 
and Decency. 


Ladies; thoſe Retreats are faſhionable indeed beyond 


doubles the Charm, and wanton Airs reinforce it. They 


diſarm Caution, and enervate Courage; and then, when _ 
the Collation has boil'd, up the Blood, and put the Hu- 


mours in a Ferment, without doubt Vertue is in Dan- 


er; the Ground is lippery, the Tide runs high againſt 
leſh and Blood, and will certainly carry down a tender 


Convent like Veſtals; or at leaſt for confining them to 
back Apartments, as in Spain and ah. But Solitude 
will not agree with our Complexion ; we are of a more 
ſociable Temper : And beſides, I am ef an Opinion, that 


Piety will keep up to the Duties of Religion in Company, 
but Retirement will ſcarce ſecure the Honour of a Pro- 
ſtitmte. The [alians and Spaniſh Donna's are not more 


are out of Faſhion, live within the Bounds of Honour 


© Euſeb, God forbid I fhould think of Cloyſtering up 


Seas, but they are Heterodox and Illegal in England. 
They have been voted down by both Houſes as Uſeleſs 
and Superſtitious, and who dares oppoſe his ſingle Opin- 
on againſt the Joint Judgment of thoſe grave Senators? 
Liberty is the darling Privilege of Engliſhmen, and the 
Fondneſs reaches the Sex. Keep it in Gods Name, but 
ſtrain not the Prerogative, for Liberty in its full Latitude 
is a greater Nuiſance than Slavery; and to be at freedom 
to do any thing, is no leſs prejudicial to Society and Man- 
ners, than a Power to do nothing. Vertue conſiſts in ? 
Mean, Ladies muſt not be mew'd up like Nuns on tbe 
one ſide, nor muſt they wander about like Vagabond 
on the other. I would not have em kept Priſoners in 
their Mother's Houſe, nor yet be Strangers to it. But 
then like Priſoners of State, they ſhould not walk Abroad 
without a Keeper, and ſhould be debarr'd thoſe Haunts 
that may ſurprize their Vigilance, and aſſail their Vertue 
Madam Dinah would needs give the Ladies of Salem * 


viſit 


” 
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vifſit, ſhe had a Curioſity to view their Modes, and to try 
their Breeding; but, alas! ſhe loſt her Honour in the 
Voyage, and return d with leſs Credit than ſhe went. I 

fear our Engliſh Damſels meet with the ſame Adventure, 
and buy their Breeding by the Forfeiture of their Inno- 
cence: For, alas! we have Sichems as well as Canaan, and 
young Gentlewomen perchance not better prepar'd for 
Defence, than the Daughter of Jacob. 
I have no Talent at Parallels, nor am able to deter, 
mine whether the Spaniſh Donna's Vertue falls ſhort of 
that of our Engliſh Ladies. But if they are bad under 
Reſtraint, Liberty will never mend them. Opportunity 
makes the Thief, Temptation preſſes harder near, than 


than Memory, and Life than Painting. Now thoſe who 
rack their Wits to find a Temptation, will ſcarce diſ. 
pute againſt it, if it falls in their Way; - beſides, free 
Commerce meets more Occaſtons in a Week, than Ia: 
lians 4 Spaniſh under a Confinement are able to procure 
ina Years? nondibÞ en Lin 269 
I can give no Account of the Braſilian Modeſty,” nor 
intend to argue Pro or Con, whether fine Clothes, or 
none at all are more dangerous; however, I would not 
have young Ladies brought up by the Standard of the 
Line. Jam not in Love with your Equinoctial Caſui- 
ſtry; nor admire the Topinbeian Modeſty half ſo much 
as old Lery. Your Behaviour del Cabo will not reliſh in 
Europe, nor your Adamitical Garments fence Vertue in 
London, Nothing can check Nature but good Principles 
and great Caution. Nay, Vertue tho' ſolid muſt not be 
truſted too far; for if it be preſs'd too Home, 'twill 
march off, and give us the Slip: © «© 
Wherefore to conclude, lead-not your Daughters unto 
Balls, without Neceſſity mine their Pre- 
| ſence, and even ſeldom in thoſe Cireumſtances. Such 
| Nouriſhment is too ſtrong for weak Stomachs, and 1 
ſhall not wonder they loſe their Health, if they feed fo 
foul, To guard Chaſtity without Spot or Stain, is no 
eaſy Taſte ; it moves upon a ſteep Aſcent. Now thoſe 
who talk and laugh can ſcarce firain up a Hill. If Care 
and Pains will hardly do, what will become of thoſe 
that are rock d in Pleaſure, and lie under all the Jaftruy 
tions of Debauchery ? But I forbear to enlarge urg 
HA" ” the 


at a Diſtance. It riſes upon Sight, for Senſe is ſtronger 
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the Subject, the Practice won't bear a Defence. When 
the Cauſe is naught, we ſhould not ſtrain for Pretences: 
In a Word, it's certain ſuch Converſations are dangerous, 
they rouze bad Humours, they vitiate the Fancy, and 
prepare the Will for Rebellion. ee. 
Emil. Too free Converſation is not without ſome In- 
conveniencies; but then conſider that Retirement.is not 
exempt ; for the Fancy will break Incloſure, tho the Bo- 
dy be coop'd up ; nay, and bring into the Chamber all 
the Species of exterior Objects; and, it's odds, ill Ob- 
= will crowd in with the Innocent, and may proba - 
ly meet with a kinder Reception; for they glide ſmoeth- 
ly upon the Senſe, and then a Girl not much employed, 
may divert Melancholly with the Profpe&t. 
Buſeb. You are in the Right, and you prove that the 
moſt ſtrict Recluſe is always within the Reach of: Dan- 
ger, but then ſhe ſtands more out of the Way; and if 
the Copy of unlawful Things make ſuch a deep Impreſſi- 
on, the Original would ſink deeper. 
But firſt I have provided againſt Idleneſs, by counſel- 
Ing you to bring your Daughters up in the Practice of 
thoſe Works that become their Age and Quality; by 
inuring them to the Lecture of thoſe Books that feed 
Devotion, and Delight without Danger. 
Secondly, J only ſpeak againſt the Company of Men; 
they may viſit their own Sex, and paſs away the Time in 
thoſe Recreations, that neither claſh with Decency, nor 
endanger Vertue; and if they grow uneaſy upon ſo'ſmall 
a Reftraint, and fall into Fits of Melancholly, you may 
conclude the Cauſe of the Diſtemper lurks in the Soul, 
not in the Body, and that the Heart ſhould rather be 
purg'd than the Spleen. Indeed you ſhould not truſt your 
Child without good Caution even with her own Sex, for 
all are not Staunch, Some are unballaſt, and too Light, 
and if they are infected with Pride or Vanity, if they 
languiſh after the fading Pleaſures of the World with Pre 
oo ice ta Vertue, they may ſcatter the Contagion botl 
y Words and Example. = e 
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But let not your Care out- run Prudence. Importune 
not a Daughter at Fifteen with Precepts and Inſtruction, 
you may exceed by Severity, as well as by Indulgence; 
and by forcing her to be too Good, tempt her to do N 
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Allow ſome Grains to Vouth, and rather wink at light 
Faults than chaſtiſe em. You cannot expect at Twelve 
the Maturity of Forty; nor the Stay dneſs and Prudence 
at Fifteen, as of a Lady of Fifty. Youth is unfurniſh'd 
with Reflection, and ſometimes acts rather by. Inipulſe 
than Reaſon. Now time will ſooner heal ſuch Failings 
than Reproof, and Age is a better Doctor for this Di- 
ſtemper than Expoſtulation; for when Correction comes 
often, it loſes its Force, it makes no Impreſſion, and ſome- 
times works the wrong Way; i. e. it's received with a 
Pet, and perchance with a Raillery too; and thus what 
was intended for a Remedy becomes Poiſon, and rather 
kills than cures, | You forfeit your Authority firſt, and 
then the Daughter withdraws her Reſpect and Kindneſs 
to make way for Averſion ; and when this unlucky Paſ- 


ſion ſteps in, what can be expected but Noiſe and Cla- 
p mour ? And God ſend jt ends there. Young People are 
1 headftrong, and oft'ner follow the Advice of Reſentment 
\ than of Prudence, A young Lady of my Acquaintance 
. a great Fortune, and handſomely qualified with all the 
f Accompliſhments of Art and Nature, flung her ſelf away 
Yy upon a Man unworthy to be her Page. I expoſtulated 
ed the Matter with her, and ſhew'd her the Unbeſeemingneſs 

2 of the Fact: She eaſily condeſcended ſo far, as to confeſs 
n; he had done ill, but laid the Fault at her Mother's Door. 
in She tired my Patience (ſaid ſhe) with imperious Repri- 
not mands, as if ſhe intended rather to Torment than Cor- 


rect me. I was either too Gay, or too Reſerv'd, and no 
more able to pleaſe her in Solitude, than in Company. 
When I pray d, Bigotry was coming upon me ; When 1 
read, Madneſs ; a Smile was conſtituted Lightneſs ; 2 
Frown, ill Nature; fine Cloaths, Vanity; and a common 
Dreſs, Sluttiſhneſs. So that my Mother play'd either the 
Momas, or the Fury. In fine, I hung continually-upon the 
Rack, and the Torment was too ſenſible to be endur'd 
with Patience. I found no way to break my Chains, but 
y beating out new ones; a d caſt my ſelf away, not to 
languiſh in Slavery. I confeſs the Speech touch'd me no 
leſs than her Misfortune ;- and if I compaſſionated the 
Daughter, I deteſted the Conduct of the Mother. Take 
Care leaſt you puſh Severity too far, and miſtake not Fro- 
| wardneſs for Correction. I have ſeen the moſt cowardly 
Creatures (when preſs'd) turn upon thoſe that 8 
| | them, 
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ſelves. Great Preſſures cauſe deſperate Attempts, when 


Duty, but a Settlement ſuitable to her Education and 
Quality. This is a Matter of the higheſt Concern, and 


1 upon Quality, nor entrenches upon a decent 


not give Heaven gratis; it 


\ 
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them, and ſometimes vault from a Tower to ſave thems 


they meet with a violent Paſſion; and whoſoever: ſup- 
poſes a Senſe of Duty, will always over-rule a ſtrong Re- 
ſentment, is ill acquainted; with Human Nature. Be. 
have your ſelf to your Daughter, not like a Goalor, but 
as a Companion: Lay down the Authority of a Miſtreſs, 
and take up all the Kindneſs of a Mother. When you 
have a Child's Heart, you may mould her into any Shape; 
but when you have her Averhon, you may undo her by 
Reproaf, but will never ener: EA PRA Ty 
When you have brought up a Child in Piety to an Age 
of Maturity, nothing remains for the Diſcharge of your 


therefore requires much Caution, and long Deliberation: 
For what cant be undone, muſt not be done without 
Thought and Reflection. Croſs not the lawful Inclina- 

tions of a Child out of a View of Intereſt, nor tie her to 
2 Man for whom the has no other Paſſion but that of 
Averſion. When Marriages are made without Love, 
Love often follows without Marriage: And thus you 
force her to be miſerable, and tempt her to reſign her 


Vertue and Honour. e bhs- a | 

Here is a ſhort Sum of your Duty, and I could. wiſh 
you would ſpend ſome cool Thoughts upon the Subject, | 
it's of Importance, and deſerves Refledion. What is here f 
laid down has nothing hard, nothing Bigotry ; ir neither : 


eedom ; and tho it did, you muſt remember God will 
t's a Reward, not a free Gift, 
and fomething muſt be done to deſerve it, Glory is not 
purchas d without Labour, nor Wealth without Pains, 
and yet Death cannot with-hold the Soldier from the pui- 
ſuit of the one, nor the Death of Tempeſt and Quick- 
ſands deter the Merchant from the Chaſe of the other 
And yet what are thoſe if compared to the Treaſures 
God has prepared for the Godly in Heaven? If then Men 
drudge for Thin s ſo fading and tranſitory, how can you 
refuſe to Jabour for thoſe that are Eternal ? And if a bare 
Hope of Succeſs perſuades Men to run upon certain Fe- 
rils ; methinks the infallible Promiſes 7 our Saviour de- 


. *** ferve 
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ſerve as a great Compliance. Heaven, Madam, is a brave 
Purchaſe. What a charming State is it, that places us 
above Pain, and feats us our of the teach of Death ? That 
ſupplies all we can deſire, and removes all we can fear ? 
That puts an end to Wiſhes, and a beginning to the En - 
„ ge ROOT ING EL mo ton 
Emil. Sir, I thank you for the Pains you have taken, 
and doubt not but God will reward your Charity. 1 ſhall 
return wiſer, and I hope better. But to compleat the Fa- 
vour, be pleas'd to oblige me with your Inſtructions in 
Writing. Memory is freacherous; and we often forget 
thoſe Things that ſhould always be remembred : Beſides, 
the Benefit is too important to he confined to a private: 
Perſon. My Difeaſe is Epidemical, and you will find 
few Ladies in Court untainted: Pray let the Remedy be 
publick. Iwill ſend it to the Preſs with your Leave, and 
| preſent it to our Sex with a Dedi cation 
| Euſeb. Vou may command me, I will leave the Papers 
at your Diſpoſal, upon Condition you conceal my Name, 
for I have no Inclination to ne Engagements. Some may 
complain the Phyſtck is too ſtrong, and then the Doctor 
is in Danger to be greeted with the Title of noramut, or 
Mountebankl. Now ſach a Sentence pronounc'd by one 
Lady, will certainly prejudice my Practice, and ruin my 
Fortune: For à Phyſician's Skill riſes and falls by the 
Opinion of Ladies. Emilia and Lucia after ſome Com- 
pliments took leave of Ea ſebius, and drove Home. They 
_ vere as calm as a ſpring Morning, and of Enemies be- 
came Exſebins's Admirers s. 


.. 
DIAL OGVE VW. 
Euſebius infrutts Leander in the Duty of a Soldier; IS 


WHEN the Ladies were gone, Fuſebins ſet down to 
Dinner with Neander, and invited him to ſpend 

lome part of the Evening in the Park. We have been 
aid he with a Smile) upon hard Service this Morning, 
I have almoſt talk d my ſelf down; let us breath a little 
ie Air in the Park, and reinforce our Spirits, methinks 
ane begin to droop, and call for Relaxation. © 
N Nan. IU 
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ever yo are not exhauſted, and I believe you have a 
verſation. Zeal buoys up Nature, and as 5 the De- 


in comes a Gentleman call/d Leander. This was he who 


His youtbfiil Sallies ſprung - rather from Frailty than 
Malice, and he was carried down the Stream of Sen- 


caſt off theſe! Qualms, an 


thrive upon School-Subtleties and Notions. When thou canj 
bring all Nen to be of one Mind, all 8 to meet 


upon the ſame Point, and all Conſciences to the” ſame Gage, 
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Mean. Tl wait upon you. Age and Labour work up- 
on the Body; I wonder not your Spirits run low, Diſt 
courſe with Life and Vigour drains the Arteries: How 


ſufficient Fund of Vitals behind, to furniſh another Con- 


* 


cays of Age. And now they were taking Coach, when 


undextook the Combat againſt Euſebius, and was ha 
ted by the Club of Debauchees to ask Satisfaction. He 
was a Man of Quality and Title ; he boxe à conſidera» 
ble Command in the Army, and made no contemptible 

Figure at Court. He hail a Senſe, of Religion, but his 
Morals anſwer d not the Purity of his Faith. However, 


ſuality, rather by the Perſuaſion of ill Company, than 
away his Innocence, he ſtill kept good Principles, and 
could not applaud thaſe Crimes he had the Weakneſs to 
commit. Nay, his Conſcience never permitted him to ſin 
without a Reproach: $0: that he was ſure, to pay dearly 
in his Chamber, for the Liberties he took in a 
He always ſinn d withla Check, and one might read Con- 
cern in his Forehead, and Guilt in his Face. Eleatberius 
would needs play the Bxorciſt, and lay the Devil of 
Conſcience as he 2 it. Come Leander, (ſaid he, 

: leaue puking, we live b Meat 
and Drink, (as they ſay,) and Fleſh and Blood will never 


then thon mayſt begin to \think of Fuurit iss xi But till this 
be done, lay hold of the preſent, and turn Conſcience up 
the Emmen; keep it low," and. id: will leaus dincing. Ibis 
Flight of Libertiniſm grated upon Leander's Hearing, 
he could not bear the Impiety without a Bluſliy and tho 
he ſmother'd the Reſentment, his Concern was no leb- 
For ſhame always accompanied his Tranſprefſions, and 
he could not'endure to hear People defend one Crime 
with another; or authorize Tranſgreſſions by xidiculing 
Religion. 2 1 apr ny * 5 nd 1 pp, 9 4 Om: | 971 ory 3 7 f ood 
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But the laſt Night's Expedition quite turn'd his Sto- 
mach; he could by no means digeſt ſuch a Meſs of Cur- 
ſes, and thoſe, Vollies of Blaſphemies rung ſo diſmal a 
Peal in his Ears, that he thought himſelf in Hell among 
the wretched Crew of the damn'd, and from this Mo- 
ment he refolv'd to take up, and to bid farewel to thoſe 
unlawful Pleaſures, that firſt lead to Atheiſm, and then 
plunge the Sinner into eternal Torments. He had heard 
of Euſebius, and concluded him to be a Man of Merit 
and Piety, becauſe Eleutherius lampoond him. For what 
(aid he) can ſueh finiſh'd Rakes applaud but Vice, or 
buffoon but Vertue? When therefore the Cabal deter- 
min d to attack Esſebius, he embraced the Occaſion, and 
offer d his Perſon for the Encounter : But his Intention 
was not to argue, but to learn; to receive Inſtruction, 
not to Hector. 11 2 ane bas 4 30 TY | 
At his Arrival he inform d Euſtbius of his Errand, he 3 
declar'd his Name, Quality, Circumſtance and 8 
Eꝛuſebius declin d the Iask as much as Civility woul 
| Permit: He told him he was better provided to receive, 
than to give Inſtruction; but Leanler preſs d upon him 
too hard to receive a Denial. At laſt Importunity over- 1 
came the old Gentleman, and he began thus. You are 2 | 
Soldier and a Courtier, ſo that your Buſineſs lies in the 
Field, or St. James's: In Summer you lodge under a Tent, 
in Winter at Court: We will fir; cut ou out Employ- 
ment for the Campaign. «nh hog 4 


f . 
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Wot 95 bd ain bn Anittinnobnn 
Fuſeb. Courage is the Diana of Soldiers, it's à kind 
of Camp Divinity, and all from the General tothe pri- 
vate Centinel pay it Homage, and almoſt Adorati on: Ir's 
Therefore your Intereſt not to be led away by Notions 

ud by Error, and fram d by Caprice. Remember 
ne Vertue is never at Variance with another „ they live 

n Amity, and entertain a good Correſpondence: But 
Jou may as ſoon ſtrike Fire out of Ice, as Valour out of) 
umes. Sin alone arms Death with Terror,” Innocence. 
ales provoke itz and even charge thro Hell; For Death 
an only take from pious Chriſtians a Life they muſt 
render to. Nature; its Poweb only reaches the Body, 
nd its Dominion expires with our laſt Breath. If you 
bition the repute gk a valiant, Man, uke fun al, 
ot | | | Yertwe:- 


g by I 42. ae "9 , x * * 
N K . . «3 0 iFY _”. þ 

N F * - * aA * 1 Fa 

> - 5 l * r 

, N F . 
v* 7 1 f 

r > 

- * 0 


1 76 9 Supplement to the firſt: Part 


Vertue; put no Streſs on a fiery Conſtitution, chat riſes 
and falls with the Barometer; a Courage that depends on 
Seaſons is precarious, and can be no more truſted than 
the Winds; it oft'ner flows in the Tavern thafi in the 
Field, and looks more ſternly on an Enemy's Back, than 
dn his Face- %CCCCCCCCCCCCC ON IE W175 85, FO 


Provide, Leander, for the Chriſtian: If you miſcarry 
under this Character, that of the Soldier will ſcarce 
teſcue you; The Colonel will be uneaſy if the Chriſtian 
be damn'd, nor will all the Bravo's of his Regi ment re- 
trieve his Misfoftune; ſtand therefore on your own 
Guard, and be as ready to meet Death, as to Encountet 
the Enemy. Death, dear Sir, makes its Approaches by 
ſtirptize; and attacks by Mine and Stratagem, it works 
out of Sight, and often Aſſaults without Signal: I muſt 
tell yon too, it hates Capitulation, it takes in the van- 
quillfd at Diſcretion and will not here of a Corel: 
Jay, it diſtinguiſlies not the General from a common 
Trooper, and has no regard to Dignity or Commiſſion. 
So that neither the Date, nor the Marſhal will be per. 
mitted to trip back to London or \Paris upon their B.. 
role. When once Death has arreſted you, nothing re- 
mains but Hell or Heaven, and both Eternal. This Un- 
certainty of Death, made our Saviour ſo often preach 
Care and Caution. He bids us ſtand continually upon 
our _ and counſels us as a Friend, to prepare 
againſt an Enemy, ſo audacious, and at the ſame time ſo 
undermining. And certainly, if this Advice be ſeaſons 
ble for all Mankind, it muſt be very proper for Soldi- 
ers, for they not only run the common Hazards of Men, 
but alfo thoſe that wait upon their Profeſſion. They cat- 
ry about them the Principles of a thouſand Diſtemper 
and at every Step ſtumble upon foreign Dangers, neve! 
foreſeen, and ſeldom avoided. Sometimes you beat up 
the Enemies Quarters, ſometimes he returns to the 
Charge. If you give him a Cami ade, he comes up 
you with a Reveil Matin Vet whether you aſſail, or an 
aſſailed, you are equally within the Reach of Dange, 
and nothing but Hazard can protect you: For whoeve! 
comes in the Way of Bombs and Bullets, leaves Securiſ 
behind him. Keep therefore your ſelf clear of Sin, 30. 


will Fight with a good Heart, if a good Conſcience 
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bs you to the Enga; ement, and will either come off a 
Conqueror, or fall a Hero. But if Crimes draw upon the 
Soul, whilſt Muskets and Artillery play upon the Body, 
- Fortitude will not long ſtand by you: Courage without a 
good Conſcience trembles at Hell, and leaves a Man dif- 
pirited when he moſt needs Support. For who will charge 
an Enemy through Smoak and Fire, that fears the next 
Moment to plunge into everlaſting Sulphur ? If therefore 
you have a Mind to Fight well, reſolve to Live well, and 
whilſt-you have Time, think of a Proviſion beyond the 


_ Live not in the Camp like a Spabi or Jani ſary at the O- 
thoman Port, merely for Intereſt or Glory. Such Pagan 
Motives are below the Dignity of a Chriſtian Cevalter. 
Level your Pretenſions above ſach baſe Views, and make 
Advantage of Labour and Merit. Can't you ſerve your 
Prince, benefit your Country, oblige Pofterity, deferve 
the Applauſe of Men, and a Reward in Heaven? Can 
you not be as brave oùt of a Senſe of Duty, as of Vani- 
| ty or Intereſt ? Will your Pay be leſs, becauſe you expect 
a Gratificatien hereafter ? Will your Actions be leſs glo- 
| Hous, becauſe they receive a Luſtre from Vertue? Raiſe 
up then your Ambition to this noble Height; ſtrike at 
this charming Mark, it's worth the while, and fits the 
Character bf a Chriſtian. But it's a Madneſs beyond 
Frenzy to drudge like Slaves in the Quarries, or Metal 
ines, or eſpouſe continual Dangers, to reſign the Satis= 
ations of Life, for Noiſe and Ceremony, for à few 
Crowns, or a Place in the Gazette, or an airy Huzza of 
inſignificant Mortals, who praiſe by Chance, and blame 
at Random; who ſide with Temerity againk true Cou- . 
lage, and always pronounce in Favour of ſucceſsful Raſh- 
ls againſt unfortunate Prudence and Bravery. © 
Notwithſtanding this bewitching Phantome faſcinates 
doldiers; it heats their Brain, and anvils out a thou- 
and Contrivances. . Neither Rhetorick is able to Ha- 
angue em, nor Logick to reaſon em out of this unchri- 
an Humour : It's the leaſt reaſonable, and moſt childiſh 
i all our Follies. To court Death in Earneſt; for 2 
fe purely in Fancy; to fling up all the Advantages of 
is World, and run headlong upon all the Terrors of 
wc gther for a Panegyrick, is to bottom our Summum be» 
15 | nm 
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nam on Opinion, and to be happy at others Courteſy; 
Applauſe is a very Indigent, or a very ill-natur'd Thing; 
it leaves us where it finds us, and cannot, or will not 
retrieve the moſt inſignificant Misfortune. Pray in what 
King's Reign did it fill an empty Pocket? When did it 
ſet a disjointed Eſtate? When did it command, a: diſor- 
derd Pulſe to beat even? Or regal a Man from; hi 
| Grave? Alas! the ExpeRation of this Life at ſecon 
Hand, can only draw'fine Landskips in the Imagination, 
and crown the Rea mi diverting Thoughts. Nqw a 
moderate Doſe of Opium will do the Buſineſs with, leſs 
Hazard than a Stab, and at lefs Expence than the Forfei- 
1 of LIRA dice ** 1 1 , 
Lon intend not, L ſuppoſe, to carry Bravery | beyond 
that of the Duke of Luxenbwry, nor diſpute Condu 
wich matchleſs Jurenne: No, believe me, Sir, you will 
fall ſhort a Bars length at leaſt of the firſt, and will 
ſcarce come within Cannon Shot of the ſecond; and pet 
theſe mighty Heroes ſleep in their Graves. The admizd 
Panegyrick. of de 4 Rue could not awake the Duke, nor 
the ſwimming Pexiods of Flechier revive, the Viſqount, 
Their brave Actions that fill'd the Gazettes of the lai 
Age, may perchance appear in the Theatre towards. the 
Eud of this, and if it pleaſe the Poet not for Triumph, 
but Condemnation. But, alas! the Dead are ngt great 
er for the Eſteem of the Living, nor leſs for their Cen. 
ſure. If a vertuous Mative animated the Enterpriaes at 
theſe famous Generals, they have received a Rewarchg it 
a vitieus one, they feel the Puniſhment. Fight therefore 
in a good S a clear Conſcience, and à hol 
Motive, like a I not like a Mamulute, or Pagan: 
Provide for your Soul, and God will provide for you 
Honour; if your Name be forgot in the Annals of ting 
it will make a noble *igure in thoſe of Eternity. Thoſe 
invinfible Squadrons of Maxtyrs who in the Eye of the 
World lived in Contempt, and died in Diſhonous, who 
were laſh'd like Slaves and executed as Criminals, u 
crownd with immortal Llory in Heaven, and their v6 
1y Memory nin Flame agg Earth, whilſt their Fe" 
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ſecutors groan in Flame; and God ſeems to have co 
vey d down their Names to Poſteri ty only for their ler 
niſhment, and our Inſtru din. 


* 2 14 

; 1717 1 

n ' 

2 Lean. 100 


— — — 


1 N 
2 * , - 3-2 7 1 1 
4 * ? ay & * 4 . 8 © - 


of the Gentleman Inſlrufted. 179 
Loan. You adviſe me to ſtand for a good Cauſe: Is it 
the Sub jects Buſineſs to enter into the Secrets of the Ca- 
binet, to examine the Reſults of the Privy Counſel, and 
do ſet up a ſingle Opinion againſt a Royal Declaration? 
With Submiſſion, I always thought it the Duty of Sub- 
jects to obey, not to diſpute with Superiors ; they muſt! 
be ſuppos'd to command what is Juſt, till their Injuncti- 
ons appear evidently Unjuſt: For, in doubtful Caſes, Pre- 
ſumption ſtands for the Government; and this deference 
we indiſpenſably owe to Authority, otherwiſe I ſez not 
how the chief Magiſtrate can maintain Peace and Tran- 
quility. I confeſs it's my Opinion, and has always been 
Euſeb. Had all Men kept up to your Principles, leſs 
Blood had run from Engli Veins the laſt A e, and leſes 
Coin from their Purſes. But when Prince's Prerogatives 
are clip d, their Orders queſtion d by the Multitude, when 
Jack and Tom erect Tribunals of Right and Wrong in 
every Tavern, and an Amſterdam Coffec-bouſe Club uſurps 
the Power of reviewing the Proclamations of Mhite- Hall, 
what can be expected but Tumult and Deſtruction ? 
When therefore the Government declares War, a Sub- 
ed muſt ſuppoſe. it Lawful, unleſs he can oppoſe ſtrict 
Evidence, and he may Fight with a ſafe Conſcience un- 
der his lawful Prince's. Standard in this Con juncture. 
But this is not the preſent Caſe ; 1 hinted at a Practice 
unjuſt in my Opinion, though ordinary. Young Gen- 
tlement without Employment at Home, try Concluſions 
Abroad: They purſue Commiſſions in Holland, France, 
and Germany, and ſell their Service (as Jockies do Horſes; 
to him that bids moſt, their Swords diſtinguiſh not Right 
trom Intereſt, they ſtand not upon the Niceties of Caſuis 
, not trouble themſelves with the Notions of juſtice, 
heir Buſineſs is to ſecure Money without formalizing 
pon the Means, and ſuppoſe their'Cauſe good, if their 
ommiſſion be creditable and lucrati ve 
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Lean. Permit me, Sir, to interpoſe; methinks you 
Ind up unprovided Gentlemen to hard Circumſtances, 
nd ſcrew up the Morals of the Goſpel ſome Points tod 
ph. | Suppoſe I plead hard for a Regiment under Philip 
ie V. but falling ſhort of my Expectation, I addreſs my 
lf to Charles the III. and obtain a Commiſſion ; is this 


onduct finful, 9915 


1 


1980 A Supplement to the firſt Part 

Euſeb. Had you been pleaſed to have ſuffer'd me to 
proceed, you had received an Anſwer to this Quære. 1 
therefore explain my Mind thus: An Engliſhman has no 
dependance on foreign States; and therefore cannot enter 
into their Quarrels at Random, he muſt be convine'd, 
before he draws his Sword, tlie Parties Right ſtands up- 
on fair Reaſons, and plauſible Grounds ; for an Officer 
thus in Commiſſion, is a kind of Lawyer, with this only 
Difference, that the one pleads his Clients Cauſe at the 
Bar, the other in the Field ; the one with his Tongue, the 
other with his Sword; and as no Lawyer can undertake 
the Defence of a Cauſe deſtitute of Proofs, that found 2 
rational Probability; ſo no Gentleman can enter into an 
extern Service without a previous Information of the ju- 
ſtice of the Quarrel he engages to defend. Now tho 
it be certain, that if Philip has Right to the Hour II. 
nare hy, Charles has none; and that if this Prince has, 
Philip is an Uſurper, (for two can have no Right at the 
ſame time to the ſame thing,) yet, becauſe Furiſts are di - 
vided upon the Queſtion, and both ſupport their Title by 
robable Arguments, à Stranger may ſide with either, 
ut then he cannot ſheer off from one to the other. For 
then he is ſure to efpouſe the Wrong againſt the Right, be- 
cauſe Jufiice ſtands not for both. I caution'd you againſt 
this Game of Faff and Looſe, Under- Officers often play at. 
Ir's neither Gentile nor Chriſtian, chooſe your Side it 
God's Name, but then let not a fairer Proſpect of Ad. 
vantage draw you over to the Enemy. Indeed this ſhift 
ing of Colours is rather the Practice of Soldiers that 
Commanders. But theſe ſometimes are Guilty, and 2 
the Conſequences in theſe are more dangerous, ſo the 

Crime is leſs pardonable. ' Po 9 
Lean. I take your Meaning. A Subject muſt ſtand uy 
for the Defence of his lawful Prince and County, 
againſt the Attempt'of a Foreign Enemy, without en 
_ tring upon a Diſquiſition of the Juſtice of the War. Bui 
| whoever enters into the Service of a Foreign State, adu- 
ally engaged in War, muſt be perſuaded upon ration 
Grounds the War is juſt, And when he has ſtruck 
with one Side, he cannot retreat to the other during il 
ſame War, unleſs he receives new Information. 
Euſeb. You comprehend me. 
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Lean. I am of your Opinion, and ſubſcribe to your 
Reaſon ; for by ſo doing, we run headlong into a fa- 
tal Neceſſity of upholding Wrong againſt Right. For 
though, the Titles. of both the Pretendanrs may carry a. 
fair out- ſide, yet it's certain, at the bottom, one is de- 


fetive. Pray now go on. 


Euſeb. Wage not War like Canibals or Tartars, Com- 
miſſion reaches the Guilty, but gives no Power over the 
Innocent. Soldiers may come within the Statute of Mur- 
der, as well as Pads on the Highway, and may be as 
Guilty of Thefts as Eve-droppers or Cut-purſes. Thou 
ſhalt not Murder, thou ſhalt not Steal, are comprehenſive 
Precepts, they take in the ORs as well as the City, and 
| are no leſs binding in the Field, than in Winter-Quar- 
ters. Keep therefore your Men up to Order and Diſ- 
cipline, and as you reward their Valour, ſo puniſh their 

times. Look upon Maradures as a Nuiſance to the 
Camp, as a Shame to the Profeſſion, and a Plague to 
Mankind. They muſt not be countenanc'd as Soldiers, 

but executed as res They ſhould receive no better 
Quarter from their Officers, than they give the Peaſants, 
nor find more Mercy when taken, than they ſhew when 
they rifle Villages. Who hinders not 4 Crime (ys Sene- 
ca) commits it. The Rapes and Violences of a Soldier 
pebound on the indulging Commanders, and by Conni- 
yance they adopt them. | RED Le ke 

The great Beliſerins has left Generals a noble Model, 
ind points out a ſhort, but ſure Way to Victory. Know 
mpanions (ſaid he) 1 am come to Fight, not fo much 
uh Weapons of Steel, as with the Arms of Fuſtice and 
eligion : Without theſe, bow can we expett Victory, or bope 
or Succeſs ? My Camp Fans not be polluted with Rapine, 
Or 25 Swords with Cruelty. Without Fuſtice Courage is 
eat, and a wicked Hero will turn his Back to an innocent 
ward, This ſhort Harangue aw'd the Soldier, and 
ghted him into Reſpe& and Modeſty. Nay, it raiſed 
e General ſo high in the Eſteem of all the alians, that 
$ hard to determine, whether they admired more his 
ondud and Bravery, or his Diſcipline. The very 
ons loved the Legionaries, as their Brethren, and al- 
IP" ador'd the General as a tutelar Divinity. Never 
m undertook gregter Things with a Jeſs Army, no 
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lence, quit your Poſt, it's better to reſign your Commiſſi- 
on, than your Innocence; and more ſafe to lay down 


naied it, and a thouſand Imprecations of undone Peaſants 


4 arraign d the Weakneſs, others the Avarice of the Of 


Baſe, and T had rather Jay my lat the Mercy WEN 1 
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came of with more Glory. With ſcarce twelve thouſan 
Soldiers he clear d Africa of Tyrants, and Haly almoſt 
of the Gaths ; he not only retook Nome, but ſubdued N. 
tiger at the Head of a hundred thouſand Men, and led 
him Captive to Conſtantinople. Thus we ſee Succeſs 
ifcipline, than Numbers, 
Lean. I confeſs it were to be wiſhd that our Generals 
had more Authority, and the Soldiers better Diſei - 
pline. But alas! theſe Qualities are out of Faſhion, 
and Obedience that once made the Glory of Soldiers, i 
now become their Shame. ee $031. 0 0h OE 


Euſeb. If you are unable to bridle the Militia's Inſo- 


your Command, than to forfeit your Soul. He is unfit 
for Rule, that cannot command Obedience. . _ - 

have ſeen Armies licentious beyond Meaſure, and im 
ſolent to Exceſs, one would have thought Attila with his 
Hunt was once more return'd to „ 
Terror march'd before the Camp, Deſolation accomps- 


follow'd it. Mabomet could not have acted more bloody 
Tragedies in Europe: Nor the moſt irritated Chriſtian 
Prince in Aſia. They ftorm'd more Purſes than Towns, 
and wheel'd off from Counterſcarps, ta aſſault Her 
Rooſts and Sheep-cotes. They ſeem'd to take the Field, 
not to Fight, but to Plunder, and whilſt the lawleſs $i: 
diers ſcatter d Ruin with Fire and Sword, the Genen! 
ſpread Deſolation with Safe-guards : So that the Protec. 
on of theſe, was more Expenſive than the Avarice of those 
and Kindneſs was no leſs cruel than Fury. The Diforde 
was evident, though the Cauſe of it was diſputed 3 foil 
cers, and ſome the Inſolence of the Soldiers. But whil 
every one complain'd,” the Miſchief run on withont I. 
mit, and only then a Remedy was a plied, when ti 
Diſeaſe was paſt Cure, i. e. when the Country could U 
no more, nor the Army gain any more: And yet the 
fine Pranks were play d among Friends and Allies. ls 
if Friendſhip be fo chargeable, its not worth the 5 
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Yhan to give it to the Avarice of a Friend; for I believe 
he is no richer that is beggar'd by his Protector, than he 
that is ruin d by his Enemy. And methinks to be hugg d, 
or piftol'd to Death, is an equal Misfortune. You know, 
Sir, how many Iſraelites fell for the ava of one Man, 
and nothing could appeaſe God's Anger, but the Execu- 
tion of the Offender. How many Armies have melted 
away into nothing for the ſame Cauſe ? Mortality ſwept 
away whole Companies without Remedy, and buried 
Regiments without Honour. Though Soldiers and Offi- 
cers ſmile at theſe Exorbitances, they will hereafter 
change their Mirth into a more doleful Key, unleſs they 
deteſt with Horror thoſe Injuſtices, they now applaud - 
with Infolence. You muſt never draw your Sword but 
to defend Juftice, and a Generals commanding Staff, like 
3 Vert of Hercules, muſt always be heaved up to quell 
onſter s. „ : Fo 8 


Tho' a Soldier's Life be honourable, yet we muſt grant: 

that of all Profeſſions it's the moſt miſerable. The Prero- 
give of a private Centinel above a Slave lies only in the 
Name, and the Advantage, if any, ſtands for the Gallerian: 
For the Soldier is tied to continual uy, and like a Va- 
gabond is without Houſe, and often without Cover. He 


oo 
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is unprovided of Neceſſaries to ſupply his Wants, and of 
Patience to ſupport em without Murmur. , Yet he aban- 
dons his Friends, bid his Country Farewel, to range 
about the World (like the wild Tartars in Tents) he 
throws himſelf upon Poverty under a Foreign Climate, 
and affronts Death for a Groat a-Day. What an incon- 
liderable Sallery is here for a Toil ſo flaviſh, crowded 
| with ſuch a Multitude of Dangers, and fo far removed 
from the very Hope of Preferment ? Yet ſome Officers 
in ſpight of Laws both Humane and Divine, divide this 
nothing, and ſo ſtarve the Soldier to feed their Pride and 
Debauchery, They live high at others Expence, 'and 
cry on the Camp Diverſion (Gaming) by Extortion, 
This Pandora's Box pours out a hundred lagues upon the 
Army, for the Soldier muſt live; if therefore the Cap- 
tan purloins the Pay, and ſets it aſide to retrieve an un- 
lucky Caſt, or to ſop a Camp-Ladies Mouth, muſt he 
not draw Bills of Exchange upon the Country, i. e. give 
che Signal to plunder at Diſcretion, and upon his Honour 
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romiſe Impunity? I once took the. Liberty to check 
Taptain for a Conduct ſo unchriſtian and unnatural. 
Faith, Sir, (ſaid he) the Cards run unkindly the other 
Day, my Guinea; deſerted to the Enemy, and I muſt Re. 
cruit. This is the only Way, and Cuſtom has preyailed. 
So have (anſwer'd I) a great many ill Things beſides. 
The higheſt Extravagances can plead a Preſident, and if 
this ſutficed to authorize an Action, Whores and Rogues 
would have a fine Time, and theſe ſcandalous Profe. 
ons would become not only reputable, but innocent. 
But, Sir, Cuſtom without Reaſon is no better than Vice 
triumphant. 5. HT] „ 
Beſides, it cheriſhes Deſertions, and ſo inures the Prince 
as well as the Subject. Who will drudge merely for Ba- 
| Rinado's and Beggary ? This is uneaſy, and thoſe are nei: 
ther creditable nor pleaſing. Nay, Pain and Miſery are 
inſupportable, unleſs corrected by ſome ſweetning Ingre- 
dients, like Pills, they muſt be gilt to go down: For, be- 
Heve me, Pain with Soldiers oyer-xules Duty, and Senſe 
of Indigence works ſtronger than that of Honour ; their 
Reaſon is in the Oar, unpoliſh'd and almoſt unfit for der- 
vice. Diſcourſe and Reflexion run very. low with them, 
and Conſcience lower. What then, can keep theſe. poor 
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Wretches to their Colours, if their Subſiſtance be with: 
drawn? Nothing in Hand, with nothing in Reverſion is 
Beggary for Life. Such a State is miſerable beyond Pa 
rallel, it's a kind of Damnation that diſcards a Man not 
only of all Comfort, but even of Hope and Expectation, 

that buoy up the Spirits of Slaves. Their Fortune being 

Fo low, they know it cannot ſink lower, and then ita ne. 
tural by ſhifring Sides to endeavour to be better, and 
thus we ſee Regiments grow thin without Battle, with 

_ out Diſeaſes, and Companies broken by mere Deferti 

on. Severity will never heal this Evil. Deſpair forces 

People upon ſtrange Courſes. He who receives daily 

 Unkindneſs from his Officer, and Injuſtice too, will n 
ther for once venture the Gallows, than continually groa! 
under the Tyranny. „ 
Lean, Why don't the Soldiers complain? K. 

kree · born Subjects, and under the Protection of the 

Eu ſeb. Complain when the Plaintiff ſtands at the by 
and the Defendant ſits on the Bench, on which Side vi 


the Balance turn ? The Informer s immediately clap 
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up for Mutiny, and thus at the ſame time he forfeits his 
Pay, and Jays his Life at the Mercy. of a Gurt- Mar- 
ſpal. This Camp-Juſtice is ill- natur d and quick too; 

a Man is ſent into the other World in a Moment, not for. 
his own, but others Crimes. Good God | To take a 
Man's Purſe; and then to bar him the Liberty to com 
plain; to ſtretch him on the Rack, and then to Torment 
bim becauſe he Groans, has more of the Tyrant than of 
the Judge, and ſavours more of the Officer's Preroga - 
tive, than of the Liberty and Property of the Soldiers. 

Irs the Duty of the high Officers to look into the Com- 
 portment of the lower; to ſtop theſe Grievances by Pu- 
niſhment or Caſheering ; if they wink at ſuch Offenders, - 
God will not connive at their criminal. Indulgence. Lewis 

the XIV. in my, Preſence, did an Action worthy of his 
Greatneſs : Two Soldjers were led to Execution, as he 
nter d into the Tawn 3 the poor Wretches cry'd out 
Mercy, ang the King ſtopd; he enquir'd the Cauſe of 
their Puni ment, and when he was told they had left 
their Colours, turning to the Priſoners, Friends (faidy 
he) what mov d you to leave my Service, were you pay'd? 
They replied, No: He ſent for the Officers upon the Spot, 
examind the Accuſation, and finding them Guilty, he 

tore their Commiſſions, broke their Swords, and pardon d 
the Priſoners. This Piece of Juſtice ſhould ſtand upon 
Record for a Preſident, and for an Example to Generals, 

and fora Terror to under Officers; and were it ſametimes 
ris, I believe Deſertion might be leſs frequent, and 


by Conſequence r J eee net 
Treat your Soldiers like Men with Civility, not like 


Aſſes with Clubs; Cruelty may break Bones, but will 
never heal Faults. I have ſeen the Cane raiſe Indignati- | 
on often, but never Sorrow; it fetches out Thoughts of 
Revenge, but inſtills no Puppoſe of Amendment. =— 
may be perſuaded by Reaſon, not beaten by Blows out 
ot their Errors. I was acquainted AT a Captain, he 
was a Man of Punctilio and Ceremony, better at his 
longue than at his Weapon; he ſwore better than he 
tought, and was more famous for Caning his Company, 
than for farming Half-moons. This young Huff com- 
manded a Serjeant to pay him Reſpect, and follow d the 
Loumand with this quaint Redowontade, B. G, If you Fl 
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711 make a Devil of you. But under his Worſhip's Favour, | 
his Power anſwer d not his Will, in ſpight of Menace, 
the $erjeant remain'd a Man, and a Chriſtian, whilſt 
my young Commander put on the Fiend ; he was in- 
deed unfurniſh d of Horns and cloven Feet, but under 
the hape of a Man he poſſeſs'd all the Malice of Satan, 
He affected Reſpect, and by exacting it with Havphti- 
neſs, and Empire, he fell into Contempt; for the Com- 
pany huzzz'd the Expreſſion, and burleſqu'd my Gentle- 
man by turning it to Ridicule. Nay, the Drollery went 
fo far, that the Spark was forc'd to throw up his Com- 
miſſion : And thus inſtead of Metamorphoſing thEbther 
Into a Devil, he made a Fool of bimſell. David with his 
_ Harp cured Saul, and play'd dewn the evil Genius that 
haunted him ; but certainly Curſes and Imprecations 
Have not that NG Ry: A Man may ſwear him 
ſelf. into Hell, but hell ſcarce blaſpheme another into his 
Duty; this horrid Cuſtom muſt be baniſh'd without Re- 
ſerve, without Limitation ; it's too foul to be skreen d by 
any Pretezt of Affront or Inſolence ; it grates upon Hear. 
Ing ; it's diſhonourable to our Almighty Creator, and 
dangerous in Example. Can't an Officer right himſelf 
without affronting God? Can't he exact Obedience, 
without diſobeying the Laws of Heaven? Or has he a 
Mind to correct a Soldier's Offence at the Expence of his 
own Innocence, and to purchaſe Reſpe& at the Price of 
= root ee 62 
There are other Means to let People know their Di- 
Kance, without being il-natur'd, or impious: Put on? 
handſome Behaviour, let the Soldier have his due, hear 
His Grievances with Patience, and redreſs em with Expe 
dition. When he offends uſe reproof oft ner than the Cane, 
and correct not one Fault by committing another. Let not 
damn d Ds Devil, or Son of « Whore paſs your Lips, 
the Dialect is unbeſeeming a Gentleman, and below? 
Chriſtian. Tho' there be a Difference between a private 
Centinel, and an Officer, yet ſuch Language magnifies the 
Inequality beyond Proportion, they are of the ſame Spe 
_ cies, and inherit equally the common Prerogatives of tit 
Kind; they have the ſame Relation to God, to Reaſon 
and Immortality. The Centinel has five Senſes, the Ge. 
neral has no more; and if the private Soldier be Vert! 
qua, and the Officer Vitious, the whole Advantage I 


on his Side. Indeed one has a Commiſſion, but this is 
often the Effect of Chance or Money, not of Merit ; and 
though it may ſet you upon the higher Ground, it adds 
nothing to your real Worth. The Equality therefore be · 
ing ſo even, let not the Treatment be diſproportion d; 
refle&t yon ſpeak to Men, not to Beaſts; to free-· born Sub- 
jects, not to Slaves. enen . | Fa 12 115 IDE Tv 
Be generous and free, give not too much to Familarity] - 
nor ſtand off in Reſerve. Be conragious in the Field, 
moderate in Converſation, and if you model your Con- 
duct by theſe Rules, Men will eſteem your Parts, and re- 
ſpe& your Perſon ; but if you intend to \baſtinado Sol- 
diers into Reſpect, or to hector em into Love, you will 
miſs of your Aim. Theſe are the Effects of Kindneſs, 
not of Violence, you may perchance have their Hats, 
but not their Hearts; they will Fear, but never Love you. 
Now Fear is eommonly the Parent of Hatred, and when 
this Paſſion has once ſeiz d on the Soldiers, I would 
counſel the Officer to withdraw, he is leſs ſecure among 
his Guards, than in the Battalions of the Enemy. For 
Hatred is daring, and ſeldom fails of doing Miſchief 
when it has the 1 e POE OY * 


Leander, Puniſh Faults in God's Name, but with the 
Mercy of a Judge, not with the. Cruelty of a Tyrant, 
Convince the Regiment of your Behaviour, juſtice pro- 
nounced the Sentence, not Paſhon, and remember Com- 
pair in the Heighth of Severity. Leave fome Time 
etween the Sentence and the Execution ; who is brought 
in Guilty to Day, may be found not Guilty to Morrow; 
its never too late to execute a Criminal, but always too 
ſoon to murder an Innocent. Beſides, Death is a Mo- 
ment on which an Eternity depends. Is it not therefore 
2 Cruelty beyond the Barbarity of Tyrants to throw' a 
oy Creature off the Ladder in a hurry, before he re- 
ects where he is going? Did not Chriſt redeem à pri- 
vate Centinel as well as a General ? Becauſe he has for- 
keited his Claim to Life, has he no Pretenſion to Heaven? 
Give him therefore Time to provide for the Future, that 
he may be happy in the next World, tho' he goes out 
of this on a Scaffold. Let him have a Leiſure to ſurvey. 
the preſent State of his Soul, to prepare for a Removal, 
dorm himſelf ich Sore for te fa! Blow. Bur 
n 
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niſh him a Divine for Comfort and Inſtruction; a Mag 
under the Apprehenſion and Terror of Death, wants 
Come Support ; Courage alone will not keep, him in an 
equal Situation, nothing but an Atheiſtical Bravery or 
_ Chriſtian Sanctity can ſweeten the Paſſage, and abate its 
Horror, i. e. to receive the Stroak without Concern, 
we muſt have led ſuch vertuous Lives as gives us a fir 
Hope of future Bliſs, or believe we end in nothing, and 
io ſhall neither be capable of Ha ineſs or Miſery, 
I believe few Soldiers at this Finch receive much Re: 
lief from the Proſpect of their paſt Lives: For tho Ver- 
tue be their Buſineſs, it ſeldom finds à Place in their 
Thoughts, much leſs in their Practice. In the Summer 
their Minds run upon Sieges, Battels, or Plunder, and 
are continually on the catch for Booty or Slaughter. In 
Winter they plunge into Debauchery, and try by induly- i 
ing Senſe to blot out the Memory of paſt Fatigues: 80 
that their Lives are a Iiſſure of Robbery or Riot; they 
live in a State of Sig, and by Conſequence march on 
through daily Tranſgreſſions to Damnation. 1 
As poor Creature, who has not ſinn d away the Belief of 
another World, nor ſteel'd his Conſcience, muſt be ſtun d 
when he ſees Death before him, a thouſand unnatural 
Crimes within him, a Judge upon the Bench ready to 
pronounce the Sentence, and Devils to execute it ; this 
_ diſmal Proſpe& will pall his Spirits, and may ſooner caſt 
him into Fits of Deſpair, than into Tranſports: of Sor- 
row, The Devil will eaſily W him is as in: 
exorable as the Court-Marſhal, and that he will fall from 
the Gibbet into unqueſtionable Flames. 
Now a charitable Divine may remove theſe Terrors 
by opening the Mercies of God, and the boundleſs Trear 
ſures of his Goodneſs, he may bring him to Repentance 
by an expreſſive Repreſentation of the Torments below, 
and of the Joys above; and will an Officer that profeſles 
Chriſtianity, that knows God will treat him in the next 
| World, as he deals with his Brother in this, refuſe ſo 
ſmall a Condeſcenſion? nt 
But if the Criminal be tainted with Atheiſtical Prin- 
ciples, he may indeed Die without Concern or Apprehen- 
{ion of the Future: But alas! Will the Disbelief of God 
_ Exempt him From Judgment, or of Hell, from Fire and 


 Krimzſione? Tho gn Acheiſt places God among the Gy 
as Cam TEC. : m mera 


o ”* 


— 


of the Gentleman Tnfruftel,.. 16 
mera's, he is 4 very real Thing, and tlic he rallies upon 
Hell, he will ſcarce laugh out his Flames. No, he will 


certainly know there is'a God by the Sentence of 
nation; and tho' his Reafon diſown'd a Hell, Senſe 


will 


ſel may reclaim ſuch a Creature, and a precipitated Exe 
cution will certainly damn him. Is tt not worth the 
| while to make a Tentative at leaſt ? If he refuſe Advice, 
his Miſcarriage will lie at his own Door; if you deny him 
Time, and an Inſtructor, God will caſt it at yours. 
Let him alſo, if poſſible, receive the Holy Sacrament“ 
the Means inſtituted by our Saviour for Salvation are his 
S Right; and whoſoever invades this, ſtands Guilty at God's 
W Tribunal of ſomething more hideous than Murder. God 
reveng'd the innocent Blood of Abel on guilty Cain, and 
will he wink at the Damnation of a Soul ? No, no, thoſe 
who ſhut the Gate of Mercy againſt their Brethren, mure 
it up againſt themſelves, they provoke God to retaliate: 
their Cruelty in the next World, and oftentimes in this; 
and if he ſuffers ſuch Monſters to flouriſh, we may be 
ſure he is angry, for preſent Impunity is the deepeſt Re- 
venge, becauſe it forbodes a future Miſery. Plead not 
the Severity of military Laws, no Court of human Ju- 
fiice has Power over Souls, theſe come not within the 
Verge of their Juriſdiction. God alone is their lawful 
Judge, to diſpenſe Rewards, and ordain Puniſhments is. 
his Prerogative. E OY Rt HC 3 Betg 


Procure a Chaplain, that your Regiment may be train d 
| up in the Diſcipline of Chriſt, as well as of Mars: But 


be circumſpe in the Choice, receive not thoſe who ſeek. 
a Sanctuary in the Camp againſt the Purſuit of their Bi- 
| hops ; ſuch' Men are more fit for a Goal, than for the 
Pulpit, and rather deſerve Penance than Preferment. 
Thoſe who caſt off all Care of their own Souls, will ſcarce 
take to Heart the Salvation of their Neighbour z and 
thoſe who run down Vertue in Practice, will not heartily 
preach it up at the Head of the Regiment. It's more 
Probable they will improve thoſe Vices in the Army they 
took up in Town, and finiſh the Debaucheries in Flanders 
they only began in England. I ſaw the Chaplain of an 
| "moverian Regiment, run twice the Gauntlet in a pub; 
Ky Street, and then turn d out of his Regiment for his Be- 
e ee | havzour. 


Dam-' 
| confute the Error. Now a little Time, and good Coun-. 
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haviour. Indeed the Puniſhment was extraordinary, but 
his Manners deſerv'd it, and the Officers concluded no- 
thing but a publick Animadverſion was able to atone for 
the Heinouſneſs of the Scandal, How are Men that want 
Reformation likely to reform Soldiers? They may open, 
the Gate to Diſorders, and ſcatter the Plague they carry 
about em, but will never ſtop the Current of one Vice, 


either by Counſel or Inſtruction 


; You muſt have a Man of an approv'd Vertüe, whoſe 


Example edifies as well as his Tongue, and who (tho 


he preaches well) lives better. A Man that neither flat- 
ters the Pride of ſome, nor keeps pace with the unwars 
mntable Ambition of others; who neither courts Great- 
neſs, nor fawns on Dignity, but is above all the little 
Views of Intereſt and Pleaſure. A Man who hopes for no- 
thing, will fear nothing, he will no more pardon. Vice in 
Commiſſion, than in the Sentry-Box, and will no more 
ſuffer the Exceſſes of a Colonel, than of a private Sol. 
dier. A Man that matches Zeal with Prudence, and 
knows how to time Reproof, and nick Exhortation, will 


do Wonders, tho he works no Miracle; he will neither 


ſtretch his Patent out of Arrogance, nor ſhrink it out of 
Baſeneſs and Servility ; but will keep up to his Character 
and maintain the Dignity of his Poſt, and the Preroga- 
tive of his Profeffion, and indeed who does otherwiſe 


_ Expoſes himſelf to Contempt, renders his Inſtructions 
inſignificant, and makes himſelf deſpicable and cheap. 


Wnat a Reformation would a Chaplain thus equipd 
make in a Regiment? No Vice would withſtand. his Zeal, 
no Sin appear in his Preſence, his Words would be re- 
ceiv'd like Oracles by the Soldiers, and the whole Re- 
iment would fear him as a Cenſor, and love him as 4 
ther; and when once a Soldier is taught to live well, 

he is fit for any Enterprize : For whoever dares lock the 
other World in the Face, will charge thro all the Ter: 


When the General commands you upon Service, fe. 
ceive his Orders with Submiſſion, and execute em with 
Valour; regard leſs the Difficulty of the Enterprize, than 
your Duty; and when you have done your part, leave 


the Event to Provid:nce. Succeſs oftentimes lies out 0 


Our Reach, and forſakes P rudende and Valour 0 


2 
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on Temerity, lay your Deſigns with Wiſdom, carry em 
on with Reſolution, and you have diſcharg d your Duty. 

Expoſe not your Perſon out of a mere Punctilio, nor re- 


luable than Gri mace, and leſs than Reputation. Ir's 
honourable Exit, and more creditable for a Cavalier to 
I laugh at thoſe fiery. Hot-ſpurs, who (like Salaman- 


ders) can only breathe in Smoak and Flames; they are 
never well but when they ſtand within an Inch of Ruin; 


non-Bullets, and for knocking out their Brains againſt 
Half. Moons and Baſtions; nay, they cannot live out of the 


out of Fear of living too long; they dun the General to 


dence require their Service; and like the Indian Women 
vuho rave to caſt themſelves upon their Husband's Fune 
Pile, bear a Repulſe with Indignation. Now in my 
Judgment this is to miſtake Courage for Temerity, and 
to place Bravery in Folly. _ n 


Horſe to court Honour on Foot, he ſtorm'd a Ounter- 
carp, and was the firſt Man that fell in the Action; he 
run on without Reaſon, and was brought off without 
Life, without Reputation; all pitied his Misfortune, tho 
no Body excus d his Conduct, ſome ſtiled him Brave, but 
not one durſt venture to call him Pradent. Bullets di- 


leave em to the Government of another Influence. 
I know indeed we throw this Heat on a Pretence 


dom the Crowd, and do more than our Fellows to plead 
Merit, A Soldier indeed muſt look above his own Sta- 
jon, he who confines his Deſires to a moderate Poſt, de- 
erves none; to be content with a mean Commiſſion 
marks a narrow Soul, and ungenerous Inclination; it's 
Symptom of more Flegm than Heat, and that he is ra- 
her cut out for a Shop, than for the Camp. Diſtinguiſh 
heretore your ſelf (n God's Name) but affect not be 
4 


fuſe a Poſt out of a Proſpect of Danger; Life is more va- 
worth coming into the World to make a handſome and 
fall in the Field, than to come off with Infamy, 


they are for trying a Rubber at Loggerheads with Can- 


| Reach of the Enemies Batteries, and are ready to expire 


be ſent upon every Attack, when neither Duty nor Pru- 


7. N. was of this Temper; he bore a Command in the 
Cavalry, yet in ſpight of Diſſuaſion would leave his 


Ringuiſh raſh Volunteers in the Crowd, and Providence 
ſeems to withdraw its Protection from Straglers, and to | 


Treferment. We muſt, cry they, diſtinguiſh our ſelves | 
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be remarkable for Folly : Tho Bedlaws be in the Way kü 
Hog ſden, certainly it lies out of the Road to Promitiont -- 
Life was given by our Almighty Creator for a noble End, 
and therefore we muſt not expoſe it fooliſhly ; I would no 
more throw it up out of a Bravado, than out of a Pet, nor 
Sacrifice it raſnly in a Fight, more than in a Duel. 
But when a noble Occaſion preſents ; an Occaſion that 
will ſtand the Ordeal ef Reaſon, and can be pleaded tg 
Advantage, tho it be not follow'd by Succeſs, let it not 
flip by, bur lay hold of it with Joy and Tranſport, and 
thank the General for the Honour of the Opportunity: 
Exert a Reſolution equal to the Difficulty, and do to the 
Height of the Enterprize. Diſcover nothing that is low, 
nothing that is boiſterous, nothing that argues Fear, or 
betrays Preſumption; be more ſollicitous how to go on; 
than now to come off, and take a greater Care of your 
Carriage, than of your Life. Theſe Occaſions are not 
rare in our modern Camps; they open a fair Proſpect to 
Preferment, by giving Matter to Courage and Merit to 
work upon, and tho we fall, it's in the Diſcharge of our 
Duty, and ſuch a Man may lock this World in the Face, 
and what is more, the other too; if nothing elſe hinders: 
To Die in the Defence of our Poſt is honourable in the 
Sight of Men, and of God alſo, if we refine our Motive, 
and diſpute our Ground out of a Point of Duty: Nay, 
_ It's an eaſy Paſſage, tho violent, for a Bullet or a Rapier WM i 


does our Buſtneſs more poop than a Fever. 1 
If your Merit raiſes you to the noble Degree of Gene- I in 
nal; let your Zeal for your Prince fly as high as your Sta- vi 
tion; Favours call for Gratitude, and a Subject can only Wn 
return this natural Duty by Service. Remember in the Wis 
firſt place you are to act as a publick Perſon, and there- us 
fore no private Deſign muſt regulate your Conduct. The its 
Honour of a brave Action may carry you off, but your aut 
Maſter muſt go away with the Profit. ET | 
_ High Poſts are intoxicating, they often fly up to tlie Wil Vis 
Brain, and turn our Heads; they take away the Meme , 


ry of our former State, and perſuade us we are not Men 
ſo ſoon as we become great. Tho' we are never ſo big, 
ſuch a Conceit makes us little, and gives a convincing 
Proof, that our Judgment falls ſhort of our Digi): 
Alas! theſe ornamental Privileges are but a decent 11 
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niſh that lies on the Superficies ; they are a Royal Im- 
preſton ſtampt upon us; but this changes not the Metal, | 
this gives no intrinſick Value, but either ſuppoſes Merit | | 
or Favour : Beſides ſuch an over-weening Conceit of 
your ſelf is a Mark of Pride. Now this, tho' practis d by 
all, is hated by every one, it tempts even thoſe who made 
. you great, to make you leſs, and draws your Friends to 
; be Enemies, it will alienare your Officers, and if you 
- have not their Hearts, you will want their Hands upon 
1 I Occaſion. For whoever withes another lower, will en- 
, 
© 


'®.. 
* 
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deavour to bring him down. . 0 
Beware of Raſhneſs; this is the Bane of Generals, yet \ 
they eaſily lip into it, becauſe it often carries the Appea® 

tance, and borrows the very Name of Courage ; hows 
ever it's of another Race, and nothing allied to that Ver- 
tue; the one deſcends in a direct Line from Prudence, 
the other from Folly and Preſumption. Succeſs ſeldom 
waits on Temerity, twice I find ir proſperous and trium- 
phant, in Aſia under Alexander the Great, and in G. un- 1} 
der Aurelius the Firſt; (as Curtius notes) by his Raſhneſs 
won an Empire, and the ſecond almoſt loſt one. But 
theſe Examples are rare, and the Captain that frames 
his Conduct by theirs, ſteers by Hazard, and will not 
likely find Fortune ſo favourable. 0146-149 

Go upon the ſureſt Method Prudence and Thought can 
luggeſt, leave nothing (if poſlible) to Chance. It's true 
indeed, you will not engage ſo often, but then you will 
ſeldomer be overcome. Now methinks it's wiſer to keep 
ene- WH ines Ground, than out of Preſumption and Eagerneſs to 
Sta- "ſe it. Take therefore as ſure Meaſures as if you put 


only o Confidence in Valour, but when you come to Action, 
[the icht as if you truſted in your Sword alone. Courage 
nere · ¶ uy be trapann'd, but ſeconded by Caution and Conduct 
The is invinſible. But if Numbers over-top you, if Chance 


Wt-wits Prudence, and Malritude bears down Vertue. In 
ine, if you are forced to abandon the Field, and to leave 


o the WM Viftory behind, you may carry off your Honour untouch- 
4 a, 2 AUF ſtand the Stroak of Satyr or Calumny, with- | 
g el tut a Bluſh. | 3: <3» on, 1841111 

» big, Fortune is unſtable, neither conftant to her Friends, 

ncins vr implacable to her Enemies, never long in the ſame 

_ lation, never true to the ſame Intereſt, now on this 

t Yar 


ide, now on that, but 1 to neither, and * 
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by all. You muſt therefore expect a Mixture of bad 
and good Succeſs, now Victory will perch on your Stan- 
dards, now 'twill fly over to your Enemies; ſometimes 
you will conquer, and ſometimes you will be overcome. 
Generals always march in a Circle of Proſperity and 
-Misfortune ; let not one ſwell your Confidence too big, 
not the other ſhrink your Courage; neither preſume nor 
deſpond ; in the one State feaya Check, in the other hope 
Fora Adranage:-Þ 5 7705 | 
A Vigory that intoxicates the Conqueror, is more dan- 
gerous than a Defeat, it diſarms Caution, inſtills Negli- 
gence, and lulls us afleep with a traiterous Security; 
now whoſoever lies under theſe Diſadvantages, ſtand at 
the Mercy of an Enemy, and tho' he leads an Army of 
Lions, twill be routed by another of Stags. 

What loſt U. AM. at To. but this haughty Humour? 

Succeſs had turn d his Brain, and diſmounted his Rea- 
ſon ; he fought a Battle, and won Applauſe, but tho he 
brought off LU. M. he left the General behind. He was 
no more the ſame Man, his uſual Prudence abandon 
him, the Vapours of Pride ſmoak'd and ſmother'd him 
out of Counſel and Caution, fo that at To. he loſt the Day 
before the Fight began. Never any Man rang'd his Men 
with leſs judgment, nor took more diſadvantageous 
Ground, one Wing was unable to ſuccour the other, the 
Foot was of no Support to the Horſe ; one would have 
thought he play'd Booty, and reſolv'd to try the Chagrin 
of a Defeat. 1 by 

On the other Side, a Captain muſt not ſiak under: 
Misfortune : To ſuppoſe all loſt, is a ſhort way to loſe all 
in earneſt, When Fortune is at a low Ebb, expect it will 
ſoon flow, and when it frowns, hope it will quickly ſmile. 
The brave Duke Meymar receivd a diſmal Check from 
the Imperialiſts, but tho' his Troops were overthrown, 
Heart was not overcome ; nay, his Courage roſe with his 
Fall, his Pulſe beat higher, and he refolv'd the next Day 
to waſh out the Diſgrace of the former, with the Blood 
of his Conquerors: He kept his Word, and gain d ! 
intire Victory, and only i as the Price of Reſolution: 9 
that the News of his Victory oyertook that of his Lol 
and his Glory poſted thro Europe as ſwift as his Misfor 
tune. Had he not lain under a Cloud, his Merits had 
ſhined leſs ; the Diſgrace of the firſt Day, redoubled th 
. GER 
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| hate thoſe Generals who drill on Wars out of Pride 
and Intereſt; they may be good Soldiers, but cannot be 
good Chriſtians; they make the Intereſt of the Prince 
truckle to their own, and ſacrifice the publick Tranqui- 
lity to their private Ends. Provinces muft welter in 
Blood, and Cities flame, to crowd your Antichamber 
with Viſitants that fawn on your Dignity, not on 
your Perſon; and are as ready to bow to your 

| Lacquey (had he a Commanders Staff) as to your 
l- ſelf. Muſt People groan under all the Pangs of Poverty 


l to pay your Safeguards? And agonize under Hunger to 
forniſh your Table? That you may be neceſſary to the 
at 


State, the Subject muſt be fleec'd by Taxes, and Com- 
merce fink to raiſe your Fortune. Perchance ſuch a Con- 
duct may nick with Policy, but it bids Defiance to the 
Goſpel. The Marſhal de Byron was of this Humour; 
for when his Son proſecuted a Victory, Halt (cries he) 
have you a mind to plant Cabbages at Byron? This Man 
had much of your petty Surgeons, who never cloſe a Pa- 
tient's Wound, till they have drain'd his Purſe. He had 
drawn much Chriſtian Blood, and in the End ſpilt his 
own in a Skirmiſh. , Believe me, Leander, it's more glo- 
rious to end a War with Advantage, than to continue it 
with Bravery; and I would more reſpect a General 
without Attendance in a Hackney, that has obliged a Na- 
tion with a Peace, than him who rides at the Head of an 
Army in Triumph, and plunges it into an expenſive War. 
This is a Summary of your Duty, and I could wiſh 
our Soldiers would ſpend ſome cool and ſerious Thoughts 
upon the Subject; they would not (I am 8 
fight worſe, and might die better. How often have 
pitied the Blindneſs of our Men, they encounter'd Dan» 
ger like Lions, they fought like Hero's, and expir'd like 
Beaſts; they had no Concern for this Life, and no 
Thought of the other; Ignorance had ſo powerful] ſeiz d 
on their Underſtanding, they quite forgot the Intereſt 
of Eternity. Ah, Leander, if you value not Life, be 
tender at leaſt of your Soul, it was made for Glory, why 
will you give it over to Torments? | ne 
Leand. Theſe Precepts, if obligatory, are very ſeaſon- 
able; but our Officers will not eaſily own they concern 
the Camp; Iam ſure they are not in uſe, and am apt to 
think they have been repeal'd by a Curt Marſhal, or are 
02 fallen 
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rain the Goſpel did not bind any Common-wealth till 


drink down Reaſon, dice away our Pay, and ſend a File 


ſtake; for you muſt know, our Men of War have voted 
. a Tarkiſh Principle free Denizon of the Goſpel, Viz. 


ligion. When I was in the Army, an Officer, the very 


| How does thy Maſter? 


Sir? Ie died in the Bed of Honour. The Simplicity o 
the Fellow forced me to ſmile, and his Ignorance to weep- 


fallen by Preſcription. Nay, the Camp, as well as Black- 
Fryers, is a privileg'd Ground, and as Mr. Hobbs main. 


receiv'd by the Magiſtrate, ſo ſome are of Opinion it 
muſt not come within a League of the Army, without a 
Paſſport from the General. Indeed a Red Coat ſeems to 
exempt us from rhe Incumbrance of Divine Precepts, for 
we govern our Conduct not by the Givi/, but wholly by 
the Cannon Law. Our Buſineſs is to make the moſt of 
this Life, without any Thought of the Future; we feed 
high till our Purſe runs low; we pamper Nature, and 


of Curſes after it; and thus we revel away one Part of 
our, Time, and blaſpheme away the other, till a Buller, 
or a Stab, packs us away into the other World without 
Warning, and (what is worſe) without Preparation. 
Euſeb. Without Preparation do you ſay? That's a Mi- 


That whoever dies for his Prince, ſuffers for Religion; this 
Perſuaſion, I aſſure you, gets Ground, and may in Time | 
be improv d to a fundamental Point of the Soldiers Re- 


Scandal of the Camp, was wounded, he had no Senſe 
of God, no Tincture of Religion, and his Life ſquard 
exactly with his Belief, Well Tom, faid I to his Man, 


ie is in Reſt, reply d ge. 22 iT 
In Reſt (faid I) did he make his Peace with God? 

No (anſwered Tom.) he breathed out his Soul with 2 ſ 

Curſe. But he died in the King's Service, © 

| the King's Service (ſaid I) is that ſufficient? _ 
Sufficient (reply'd Tom.) Ay, my Life for yours. wy 


He had heard his Betters preach this Do&rine, and he 
eſpous'd it without Examen; and indeed it's the Officers 
Intereſt to fend it round, for if once it be well eſtabliſſi d, 
Recruits will come in Shoals without Beat of Drum, or 
the Trouble of Kidnapping : For, Laſſure you; good Pay, 
Pleaſure, and Impunity, and Heaven in the Reer, art 
powerful Attractives. Who would not venture a Stab, 
or charge up to a Cannon Mouth for ſuch a Croud of 
Advantages. * "gs e 
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But alas! Sir, when People ſport with Religion, and 
burleſque thoſe Things they ſhould revere, it's a Sign 
they have diſcarded Principles, and are reſolved to die 
like the Beaſts that periſh. e Rp =, FOB 

Leand. Do you think Religion is baniſh'd the Camp? 

Why, Sir, I fear we have rather too much than too little. 
Euſeb. The Camp is divided into two Bodies, yet 
| tho' they run different Ways, they meet in the End. Some 
are for all 1 and then how can they be in the 
| wrong ? Thoſe Gentlemen's Church, like a Chedder-cheeſe, 
1 is made of the Milk of one-and-twenry Pariſhes. Others 
deny all Religions, and thoſe can hardly be in the right; 
yet after all, at the bottom they are all Brethren, and of 
the ſame Communion. For Soldiers, in Tom's Divinity, 
whoever they are, and whatever they are, (provided they 
ſerve the King) are God's People, and the Wolves and 
Sheep make be ont 
But in good earneſt, Sir, ſetting Raillery apart, thoſe 
Notions of Religion are hideous in a poor Braſilian, they 
move Pity and Compaſhon, but I cannot hear an Eng- 
liſbhman vent ſuch Stuff without Indignation. Example 
and Immorality have ſpread the Contagion, why may 
not the vertuous and regular Behaviour of Officers ſtop 
the Infection? Vertue 1 believe is catching as well as 
Vice, and as capable of being dilated by Example; 
the Matter is of Concern, and deſerves a Trial, and f 
know no Man more qualified to begin the Experiment 
than your ſelf: Your Poſt gives you Authority and Re- 
ſpect, and as it raiſes you above the Crowd, ſo it expo- 
ſes your Actions to the View of the Publick, and if they 
breath Picty, the Perfame may reach and charm your In- 
feriors; and if once they gain ſo far as to be approv'd, 


Yhy Imitation follows ; for the Paſſage from one to the other 
o „„ Aa as ys ; 
recs Leand, I will endeavonr to live up to the Principles 
d he of Religion, and to waſh out the Stains of my former 
icers Life by a thorow Reformation. I will countenance Ver- 
imd, ue, and keep under Diſcipline the publick Profeſſors of 
u, ot "piety, and proclaim Regularity the Way to Promo- 
Pay, don in my Regiment. 
Ale Euſeb. If you can draw over to your Reſolution the 
Stab, peat Officers of the Army, the Method will take. Con- 


"of enn Debauchery once or twice to the Gauntlet, and'twill 
Buß O 3 x ſculk 


198 A Supplement to the firſt Part 


ſculk in the Dark, and withdraw to Privacy, for who 
will dare to abet it in Publick, when he knows he ſhall 
be mark'd with Infamy, and feel the juſt Indignation of 
his Officer? And then if Goodneſs be rewarded in this 
World, as well as in the other, if there be no Way to 
riſe but by Vertue, and he be the higheſt in the General's 
Favour, who is moſt in God's? Men will carry on their 
Pretenſions not by Bluſter or Blaſphemy, but by the more 
warrantable Methods of Piety. They will make Good. 
neſs the Step to Greatneſs, and deſerve a Commiſſion be- 

fore they have it, Nay, I dare promiſe Succeſs to all 
Four Enterprizes, if once the Army be model'd by Ver- 
tue; for beſides that God watches over his Friends, and 
takes em un ler his Protection; Vice is a Coward, and 
no Man dares look Death in the Face, that fears to be 
damned. Bur Vertue that dreads nothing in the next 
World, fears nothing in this but Sin. 


3 


I with you Succeſs, and altho' your Deſign | miſcarries, 
the Undertaking is heroical ; for it's more noble to ſtorm 
Impiety, than to carry a Town, and I had rather bring 


2 Regiment to the Service of God, than force a Province 


to the Obedience of a Prince. You muſt expect Oppo- 
ſition, for Vice is ſtubborn, and loſes Ground by Inches. 
Nothing but Force and Conſtancy can gain upon it, Fleſh 
and Blood will ſtrike in with it, Cuſtom and Example 
will go over to the ſame Intereſt; but if you bear up 
with Reſolution, if you carry on the Attack with Cou- 
rage, and flag not in the Execution, the Advantage wil 
lie on your Side; and tho the Victory be not compleat, 
the Glory of the Action will. Well, Sir, (continued E.. 
ſebius with a Smile) we have taken a ſuthcient View ct 
the Camp, it's Time now to return to Court. 

_ Leand. 1 wait upon you, and ſhall be glad of your 
Company; for tho the King has been pleas'd to fayout 
me lately with an Office, yet I am unacquainted with 

the Ground, and a mere Ignoramus in the Ceremonial of 

Behaviour. I fear ſometimes to be too much for Cert 
mony, ſometimes too little, and that I drop Smiles when 


I ſhould let fall a Frown, 


N : 
B 
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DIAEOGCGUE IX. 
: Euſebius inſtructs Leander in the Duties of a Courtier. 
ir Eaſeb. T H E Court has been the Subject of a Thouſand 
i: _ -— Satyrs, and the Theme of as many Panegy- 
J. ricks, and if Invective has miſrepreſented it on the one 
e- Hind, Hatrery has overflouriſh'd it on the other. If 
ll we believe thoſe, like the Sea, it's in a perpetual Motion, 
er- and as infamous for Shipwracks, as Hlla and Charybdis ; 
nd it's a kind of a Turkiſh Marmora inhabited by Slaves, 
nd who have loſt their Wits with their Liberty, and hug 
be their Chains becauſe they glitter: In fine, it's the Palace 
ext of Vice, the Seat of Miſery ; and if by Chance Ver- 
tue ſhews its Face, it's only ſaluted with Sarcaſm and 
ies, Raillery. 1 as Spent WE Ces and © 
orm But if we credit its Admirers, Lord, how the Charac- 


ring ter varies ! One would think Men could not draw fo 
ince different Features in the ſame Face. Thoſe Gentlemen 
ppo- Ml repreſent it with another Air; every Stroak marks Great- 


hes. Ml neſs, every Daſh of the Pencil Majeſty, and Charm; 


mple pos d of Grandeur and Merit, The Firſt- rate Officers are 
r up Princes, and the loweſt, Nuig hts at leaſt. The Air, like 
u- chat of Ireland, is mortal to Toads and Spiders. Nothing 
> will that diſobliges the Eye, or grates upon the Ear, or rut- 
pleat, I fes the Senſes, can paſs the Porter's Lodge. Care, Sol- 
d EV. I licitude, and Melancholy, have no Acceſs, and thoſe 
ew Of Wl Misfortunes that wait on other People, fly from Cour- 
BE tiers, ſo that they only know Miſeries by others Ruin. In 
* your i fine, in one Man's Fancy the Court is a Hell, in another's 
favour Wl 2 Heaven, We are miſerable in it if we believe ſome, 
| with and cannot be happy out of it, if we credit others. 
zial 0 But, with Submiſſion, all are miſtaken; ſome throw too 
r Cere· Wi much Dirt upon the (Court, others too much Luſtre; 
s when ome paint it too black, others too white, and they are 


no eſs guilty who maguify its Faults, than thoſe who 


1 1 Warte beyond Meaſure upon its Perfections. For in a 
ord, the Court is not all Guilt, nor all Innocence; its 


DI bind with great Vices, and adorn d with great Vertues; 
Ws U teaches to live well, and tempts to do ill. Same make 
04 = 
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its a Commonwealth (like that of the Romans) com- 
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in it great Fortunes, and others ruin 8 There is 
Pleaſure, and there is Pain, Glory, and Reproach; Hope 
lodges in one Apartment, and Deſpair in another; in 
fine, it's a Soil over-run with Poiſons and Fertile in 
Antidotes: So that a Man: muſt ſtand upon his Guard, 
and walk with Reſerve and Caution. muſt beware 
of a treacherous Confidence, and arm himſelf againſ a 
cowardly Puſillanimity. I doubt not, Sir, but you have 
examin'd the Map of this new World, and made a Pro- 
viſion of Neceſſaries for your Voyage; you are embark d 
for the Temple of Honour, the Road is intricate and 
beſet with Dangers, the Journey long. 8 
Leand. T have, God be thank d, the Education of the 
Univerſity and Academy; I handle my Sword not ill; 
Orelli has 9 me to play, and Abel to ſing: And be- 


ſides I am a Gentleman: Theſe Advantages ſuit with my 
Circumſtances, and I preſume they will in time improve 
my Fortune, and raiſe me to a Poſt of Honour. 
Euſeb. Nay, Sir, your Equipage is glorious, you have 
laid in with Profuſion for your Journey, and if you miſ- 
carry, Fortune alone muſt bear the Blame of the Diſap- | 
pointment. A Man that pleads for Preferment with E. 
cutcheon and Title, with the Sword in one Hand, and ſuch 
Accomplithments in the other, muſt undoubtedly carry the 
Suit: For here are Arguments of all Complexions ; ſome 
are tipt with Authority, others flaſh Terror, and ſome 
again ſhoot Charms. Now unleſs his Majeſty's Breaſt 
be faced with Steel, he will yield to ſuch battering En- 
gines, and never diſpute the conferring of a Dignity 
_ courted with ſo much Bravery, and wood with ſo much 
Harmony and Sweetneſs, e 33 3-0 
But for all that, Sir, I would counſel you to procure 
more proper Inſtruments to work with, for I fear theſe 
will not do. I have known Gentlemen well born, wait 
at Court the moving of the Waters ſeven long Winters, 
and yet they fared no better than the lame Man in the 
Goſpel, ſomebody always ſtep'd before em; ſo that they 
wereforc'd to retreat into the Country with a light Purſe, 
and a heavy Heart, and to rig out their leaky Veſſel fo! 
a new Voyage; and tho you are a Maſter at your Ra. 
pier, you muſt not build too much upon this Advantage, 
for tho' it may be of Uſe in the Field, it's of none in the 
Court : Men do not tilt themſelves into Poſts in our . 
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nor hew and hack out Fortunes like Knights. Errant in 
Romances. Your Scowrers look well in Taverns, and 
have ſome Repure at the Play-houſe, but none in Court; 
here People are for fleeping in a whole Skin, and for ſpin- 
ning out the Thread of Life to the laſt Extent of Nature: 
They'll not hazard a ſingle Pulſe, but upon good Caution, 
and extraordinary Payment; in fine, Sir, they are of Opi- 
nion, that a Sword hangs more conveniently by the Side 
than in the Lungs. _ OT 3 
Muſick indeed is a pretty Accompliſhment, and had 
you the Touch of old Timotheus, I would be bound for 
your Advancement; for this Artiſt tied Alexander's Paſ- 
ſions to his Fingers Ends, he could play the Conqueror 
into the Tranſports of Hercules farens, and then take him 
down in a Moment. Now had you ſuch a commanding 
Stroak, I conceive you might play, or ſing your ſelf into 
his Majeſty's Favour z bur the Secret is loſt, or few im- 


of thoſe who have riſen by the Law, I cannot find one, 
who owes his Iitle to the Fiddle or the Voice. Some- 
times indeed a Man may play his Way to an Heireſs's - 


| chop upon the Dorion that will find the Way from the 
Iympanum to the Soul; for tho' the cut be ſhort, its in- 
tricate, and the Harmony faints in the Paſſage. _ 
Leand. Pray, Sir, appoint me Tools to work with, _ 
Exſeb. Lay in a good Proviſion of Humility, furniſh 
your ſelf with Patience for ſeven Years at leaſt, and for- 
get not a competent Stock of Aſſurance. „ 
Leand. You are upon a Vein of Banter, or have a 
Mind to divert me. Why, Sir, I would as ſoon appear 
at Court in my Grandfather's Ruff, or Trunk Hoſe, as in 
this outlandiſh Equipage. Indeed Aſſurance is the proper 
Growth of the Court Soil, it thrives there to Admira» 
tion; but Humility and Patience require another Climate. 
Euſeb. There is no Banter, no Pleaſantry in the Caſe, 
law upon a ſerious Pin, and counſel you again to pro- 
vide your ſelf with Humility and Patience ; Nay, an or- 
nary Pittance, let me tell you, will not carry you 
through ; you myſt bid fair for the Humility of Pal, and 
um at the Patience of Job, without theſe Inſtruments you 
vill neyer beat out a Fortune, you will ſink in the Enter» 
pee, and after a ſeven Years Jaunt, find your ſelf in the 
lace you ſet out. e | Leand. 


prove to this Pitch of Perfection; for tho we have a Lifte 


Heart, but theſe Adventures are rare, and it's hard to. 
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Leand. A Reaſon, if you pleaſe. My Lord L. ſtands 
in a high Poſt, and makes a fluttering Figure, yet I ne- 
ver heard he was a great Pretender to Humility ; nay, I 
am-inform'd he is Pride in Life, and Vanity in Perſon ; 
he keeps no Correſpondence with his Friends, and, as if 
he had taken a Morning's Draught of Lethe, remembers 
the paſt no more than he foreſees the future; to conclude, 
he is within an Ace of forgetting his Family, and if he 
ſteps a Peg higher, he will certainly forget himſelf _ 

And then why thould Patience be ſo neceſſary for me? 
Has not X. bore all before him without it? This little 
Muſtard-Seed is grown up into a Tree, and gives Cover 
and Protection to Twenty ſmall Inſects, that in good 
Time may return Ingratitude for the Favour. Now this 
Gentleman is not only void of Patience, but even of all 
Pretenſions to it, a mere Weather-Cock, that looks Eaf 
and Weſt in a Moment, and turns Tail to all the Points in 

the Compaſs; he is ſo far from executing a noble Deſign, 
that he has not the Patience to lay one, and this fickle 
Diſtemper has got ſo ſurpriſing an Aſcendant over him, 
that he will not even take the Pains to think. But if you |} 
take Patience for a Vertue, that enables a Man to ſuffer 
Contrarieties with Calmneſs, and Equality of Temper, 
he is a mere Stranger to it, and as unacquainted as with 
the great Mogul, or 15 obn. A Gnat by Chance 
tickl'd his Cheek, the Man flew out into all the Extra- 
vagances of Paſſion, he fell upon the poor Infe&'s Family 
with all the Heat of Rage and Anger; he Rogwed and 
Raſcal'd the innocent Animal, and then Son of a Whord 
it like a Scavinger, and tho' I endeavour'd to diſcourſe 
down the Fogue, and to philoſophize the Gentleman into 
Terms of Moderation, his Choler was too hard for 5 0 
ments, till he ſeized on the Criminal, and condemn d it 
for a Mute to the Preſs. Nor was he more bearing with 
his own Species, I have ſeen him ſwagger at a Footman 
for ſaying he was at Home, and Brow-beat his Porter for 
ſaying he was not; he ated all always by Contraries, ſo 
that ſome thought his Pleaſure was to be diſpleas d, an 

t he never was in Humour but when he was ont F il. 
ow ſuch a Behaviour looks as if he was conſcious ot 
his own Demerits, and that he had nothing but Outſide 
and Clamour, and bad Nature to make him conſiderable: 


Yet this Man has outſtript His Neighbours, and left — 


vaults on the high; and tho' he was once below Con- 
tempt, he may ſhortly ſoar above Envy. "it | 


Euſeb. One Swallow makes no Summer; and one Inſtance : 


will not bear an univerſal Inference. Such Concluſions 
are not to be truſted, we are in an Age of Diſcoveries on 
Land, as well as by dea, and if a few have ſteer d thro' a 
North-Eaſt Paſſage, i. e. a ſhorter Cut to Preferment, 
others muſt double the Cape of good Hope, this is the 
beaten Road, and tho it be longeſt, it's the moiſt ſecure 


Way to Honour. Once more, therefore, let me adviſe | 


you to lay in a good Fund of Humility and Patience. 


Proviſion; nay, methinks I may jog fairly on without it. 

Euſeb. Not convinc'd ? Pray attend; muſt you not 
fawn on this Favourite, and bow to the other ? - Muſt 
not you fly to his Levee, and make as many apith Crin- 


ay, with the old Perſians, you muſt commence Idola- 
ters, and incenſe this glaring Planet with all the Perfdmes 


his Policy above the greateſt Miniſters of State. You 
muſt eſpouſe his Sentiments, humour his Inclination 
excuſe his Vices, magnify his Vertues, and turn all his 


rage above Alexander's, his Conduct above Ceſar's, an 


into his Favour, before you can enter into Service, and 
become his Slave, to pretend to be his Creature. Nay 

you muſt creep to Valet de Chambres, fee Pages, an 

bend to Commis, who have nothing conſiderable but an 
Office, nothing great but Pride and Brutality.” 
In a certain Court, I had the Fortune to be acquain- 
ted with a Duke; he deſired my Company to a Mini- 


i. e. not to be accoſted; however, out comes a petty Scri- 


ſtarcht, ſo formal, and ſo ſupercilious, that I miſtook 

him for the Maſter. His Grace ſaluted him ro the Ground, 

and in a Mement run through all the Diſcipline of a 

Dancing-School, he plied the Commis with Vollies of 
mpliments, out comes firſt tres humble, tres obedi ſſant 

reads upon the Heels of the former, and Valet leads 15 
| t 
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out of Sight, he tumbles no more on the low Ropes, but 
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ſter of State upon Buſineſs, but the Baſhaw was indiſpos'd, 


vener with a Pen in his Far (or to ſpeak in the Court-. 
Diale&) an under Secretary; the Gentleman was ſo 
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the Reer. Office, I aſſure you, overtop'd Grace; and the 
Pen had the Advantage of the Sword. The Muthroom 
ſtood on Tiptoe, and return'd Monſieur de Duc this thort 
Oracle, On ſongera a votre Affaire. The Promiſe called 
for an Acknowledgment, and the noble Peer paid it with 
Profuſion and Intereſt. He ſtoop'd fo low, that at laſt [ 
_ apprehended he was laying down his Cordon Blue for a 
Livery. At our Return, Well, Monſieur (ſaid I) Au- 
diences run high in this Country, and Promiſes are tax'd 
at unconſeionable Rates. Pretendants are put under ex- 
ceſlive Contribution, and you muſt regard Intereſt above 
Honour, why elſe do you ckitrte Qunlity ro fo vile 
2 Wretch? For my Part I think you have purchaſed his 


Favour, and were I in ye Circumſtances, I would ne. 
dar higher. No, Sir, I ſcorn to 


ver deſcend ſo low to | 
trample on a Peaſant, and as much to ſneak to a Sultan, 
My Dake lath'd to an extravagant Rare the Pride of that 
Vermin, and ſwore he would fir on his Skirts, he alleg'd 
for his Excuſe Cuſtom, and palliated his Submiſſion with 
the Neceſlity of his Affairs. This puts me in Mind of 
what Cyprian ſays to Nonatus. Behold that Conttier, hon 
he fits in Scarlet? Did you but know how many Submiſſions 
unworthy of his Rank it coſts him? How many Afﬀront: ? 
How often he has beſieged the Gates of Fevourues, and run 
before the Coaches of diſdainful Princes; you would rather 
pity his Perfon, than envy his Fortune? In fine, Leander, 
you muſt take it as a Poſiulatum, that honourable Poſts 
are not entail'd on Merit, that many Perſons well fur: 
niſh'd for Employment, go out of the World as obſcure- 
ly as they came in, merely becauſe they will not make 
themſelves" leſs to become greater, nor deſcend below 
the Level of Gentlemen, to obtain a Patent of Peerage. 
You may learn by this, that Courtiers are Gens ſerv 
tuti nata, as well as the Romans in Tiberins's Time. Tho 
they maintain their Dignity with r and Em- 
pire, they purchaſe it with Condeſcenſion and Submib 
ſion, and that tho they are proud to Exceſs, when their 
Babel is built, they are humble beyond Meaſure, when 
they provide Materials to reer it. e 
It's a ſuperfluous piece of Labour to prove the Ne- 
ceſſity of Patience, the Matter is beyond Diſpute, and 
as clear as Experience and Fact can make it. Tou fe 


member the Anſwer an old French Courtier return d 4 
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Tung fer, who was very inquiſitive to know how he 


daily Injuries with Indifference, and pay Affronts with 
Thanks : You muſt practice this Leſſon, if you intend to 
thrive; for as I have told you, Merit and Reward go not 
always together : One would think ſome blind Deity in- 
fluenced the Court, and that all Things were managed by 
Hazard or Partiality ; you will ſee a Man of Parts turn'd 


a Man of Brains ſhall be dubb'd a Fool, and my Lord 
Littlewit call'd to the Counſel ; one kick'd out of Play be- 
cauſe he is Loyal, and another taken into Favour becauſe 


t Humour be very paſſive or inſenſible, that is thus paſs'd 
d by without Regard? This may be your Caſe, Sir, for 
h altho' you plead Nobility, Breeding, and Deſerts, you 
f will founder, unleſs Recommendation, Favour, and Ca- 
}, price alſo help you forward. I omit perſonal Affronts 
ns without End, and Incivilities without Number ; theſe 
5? Ragouſts lie hard on a Gentleman's Stomach, and nothing 
un can carry em off but a tried Patience. : 
er Leand. Seeing Promotion goes ſo much upon theſe 
er, Vertues, what if I ſhould make a Turn into Flanders, and 
„s take up my Winter Quarters with the Capucins? J fancy 
ur- heir courſe Habit and Fare would tame Nature, and 
re- drudge all my Paſſions into Diſcipline and Obedience. 
ake Euſeb. You need not paſs the Sea for Abaſements, nor 
low Wi ©*poſe your Perſon to be convey'd to Dunkirk Prifons, 
Age. e find Materials for Patience to work upon; Occaſions 
rv lodge under your own Roof, and you meet em daily at 
Tho . Janes, in the Antichamber: The Court reads Leſſons 
Em. of Humility and Patience, as well as the Convent, and 
mil provides more frequent Opportunities for Practice: Op- 
their bortunities (I ſay) able to make Saints, nay Martyrs, 
when did you but take the Pains to ſuffer like Chriſtians, an 
like the Damn'd, with all the Pangs of Blaſphemy and 
Ne. air; but by Miſapplication you undergo all the 
; 5 Al of Vertue, without taſting of the Pleaſure, you graſp 
u 


fue adows, and hold nothing but Wind and Vapour. 


2 


ſhould behave himſelf at Verſailles. Receive (ſaid he) 


over to the Kitchen, and a Fop ſneak into the Bedchamber; 


he is a Traitor; in fine, one ſhall make his Fortune at 
his firſt Appearance, and another ſhall ruin his by conti- 
nual Waiting. Now will not ſuch Proceedings put the 
moſt maſculine Patience to the Trial? And muſt not his 


Croſs of the bad Thief is your Lot in phis "oy 
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206 A. Supplement to the firſt Parr 
and God ſend the Brimftone of the rich Man be not your 


o 


Inheritance in the next. r OG 
Leand. J am but a Stranger to the Court, and have 
not made a full Diſcovery of the Country; however, I 
perceive Men paint, as well as Ladies, that the Ourſide 
Has no Reſemblance with the Inſide, that when Joy flows 
on the Face, Grief, Rage, and Deſpair, often prey on 
the Heart, and that the Soul hangs on Racks, tho the 
Body lies ftretch'd on Donn; when many Pretenſions 
meet in the ſame Point, Affections vary, and becauſe one 
carries off the Prize, twenty go away with Diſappoint- 
ment and Mortification ; and ſuch Occaſions offer them- 
ſelves ſo frequently, and they imprint ſo lively a Senfa- 
tion, that Nature muſt fink under the Torment, unlefs 
an unuſual Indolence, or an extraordinary Patience ſup- 
Port it. So that I am of your Opinion, that Vertue is 
the beſt Qualification for a Courtier, this alone ſweetens 
the Viciſſitudes of bad Fortune, and allays the intoxica- 
ting Vapours of Good, it keeps us in an equal Temper, 
and teaches us to gain by our Loſſes; and tho! it permits 
us to be unhappy, it hinders us from being miſerable. 
But if you pleaſe, Sir, ſtand off no longer in Generals. 
Favour me with ſome particular Maxims that imme 
diately regard my Conduct. e 

Enuſeb. Let your Pretenfions be Chriſtian, and your 
Meaſures Juſt ; leave not Conſcience for a genteel Em- 
ployment, nor charge thro' Thick and Thin for the fake 
of Money or Honour. To reſign Innocence for an Ot- 
fice, is to ſet too great a Value upon the one, and to 
under-rate the other. Start fair, and carry on the Con- 
teſt with Generoſiry, and never way-lay a Rival in the 
Dark, nor trapan him by the unmanly Methods of Tres 
chery, Calumny, or Detraction: Such a Conduct is # 
baſe as it's ſinful, and favours more of the Turt than 
the Chriſtian; it's a Mark you fear more his, Merit that 
you rely on your own, and that you deſpair to carl 
the Poſt, if you put the Succeſs to the Iſſue of Worth 
Alexander. ſrorn'd to ſteal a Victory by Surprize or Sti 
tagem, he diſputed it with che Sword at Mid-day, ant 
choſe rather to hazard an Empire in the Sight of tht 
Sun, than to ſubdue twenty in the Dark; in fine, he 
would have Val ur wear the Crown, not Coward, 
and refuſed.co be greater than Peru, unleſs he were " 


WE „ . 
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more deſerving : This was a noble Emulation, hazard- 
ous indeed, but handſome ; here was nothing mean, 
nothing inſiduous, but all Gallantry and good Nature. 


Follow this Model, ſtrive to raiſe your ſelf by thoſe 
e Means Honeſty dares own, take not one Step that looks 
ure Undermining or Circumvention, and apply no In- 
n ſtrument that ſhines not true upon the Touchſtone of 
" Honour and Conſcience. . 

3 os | Foy 


to mount too high, if you give Ambition the Rein, twill 


4 carry you too far, and may let you down in a Precipice : 
ſa- Too much Sail overſets a Ship, the Canvas muſt be 
eſs proportioned to the Veſſel: Some Peoples Parts are 


drawn leſs than others, they are not caſt in the ſame 


= Mould, their Capacities are not large enough to hold 
ens a great Preferment, and the very Attempt lays open their 
ia Inabilities, and demonftrates their Temerity outſhoots 
per, their Prudence, and that their Strength bears no Propor- 
mits tion with their Preſumption, and when a young Gentle- 
ble. man ſets out under ſuch a Diſadvantage it's odds hell 
rals. founder before he comes to his Journey 's End. The Bold- 


me- neſs of the Enterprize will awake the Jealouſy of a Hun- 
dred Pretendants, -and when this. Fury takes the Cam- 
you paign waited on by Power and Numbers, who can ex- 
En- pect to go on with Succeſs, or even to retreat with Safe- 
fake ty? One rallies your Wit, another your judgment; this 
1 Of Man falls upon your Courage, that upon your Honeſty : 
nd to Now when ſo many draw ſuch a diſadvantageous Cha- 
Con- ner of a Gentleman, the Draught will raiſe in a Prince 
n the il-favour'd Impreſſions, and rather prompt to diſcard, 
rea- than to promote him; for Princes have all the ſpecifick 
+ is Weakneſſes of their Subjects, they are made up of the 
han c fame Matter, and follow the ſame 1 of Nature; they 
t than I delieve Evil of a Man rather than Good, and when they 
» carr) are well ſettled in their Opinion, there is no removi 
Worth, em. In a Word, who courts Preferment, walks on flip- 
or d. pery Ground; it's his Buſineſs to fence againſt Rubs, 
5 and not to tempt People to croſs his Way, ot to trip him 


of tht vp in the Career. ts Mis 
Aim firſt at a lower Station, and let it ſute with your 
enius. I would not have a Man that can't count Twenty, 

j in for a Place in the Exchequer, nor an 1gnoramns at 


hy os Th 
wa any aw. 


© Keep your Pretenſions within Compaſs, ſuffer 'em not 
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208 A Supplement to the firſt Part 
his Pen for a Station in the Secretaries Office. Mr. T. 
in Torkſbire, who never look d over the Limits of the 
County, nor rode more Southwards than Ponyret, ſhould 
not ſue tor Credentials to the French Court; nor Mr. L. 
who could never Maſter As in preſenti, for a Place in 
the Bench at Weſiminſfter: Hall. A Man that puts in for 
an Office fo diſproportion'd to his Capacity, is unfit for 
any, and I 3 rather condemn him to withdraw 
Twenty Miles from London, than perſuade him to ſhew 
his Face in Court. Conſult your Abilities, and when 
you are got into a fit Poſt; exert your Spirits, and try to 
make the moſt of your ſelf, apply Care and Diligence, 
and ſtudy more your Maſter's Intereſt than your own; 
If you diſcharge your Duty with Satisfaction and Ap 
lauſe, you may look higher without Envy, for in ſuch 
Caſes People rather commend the Merit, than repine 
at the Succeſs, eſpecially if the Advantage be managed 
with Civility and Moderation; but if you launch out 
into Conceit and Arrogance, if you fly into Oftentation, 
and ſpurn at thoſe you leave behind, all is ſpoiled ; for 
all the Worth of Sir Thomas Moor, or of a Boetius, will 
never protect Pride, nor fence IIl- Nature; but when 
you make uſe of your Exaltation to oblige, when you 
look no bigger in the higheſt Station than in the loweſt, 
ou ſtand ſecure, and will have, if not the Hands, at 
{eaſt the good Withes of Hundreds to ſupport you. 
A middle Station is the beſt, becauſe the moſt ſecure, 
ir diſtinguithes enough from the Crowd, it entitles to 
Leſpect, and allows Neceſſaries for Decency and Plex 
| ſure, Now methinks nothing is wanting to compleat 2 
Man's Happineſs thus furnith'd, but a Senſe of his Cir 
cumſtances, i. e. that he ſhines in his own Orb, tho it 
be not the higheſt; that he is fo far conſiderable, as to 
ſecure Repute; that he is eaſy at Home, and fears 10 
Storm from Abroad: In fine, that he has enough, and 
cannbt poſſibly enjoy all. n ie 
But the: Miſchief is, we are of a ſoaring Humour, and 
in ſpight of Diſſuaſive, will climb ſo hi zh, till our Head 
turn, and we leave our Brains on the Pavement. 
Solder is upon the Strain to be General, a Seaman 9 
ride Admiral; a Lanhur end a Toon to fic at the Hal 
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of Juſtice and Religion, and a Courtier to be a Favourite: 
A Ge ſar aut Nullus, is our Motto, All or Nothing. Each 
Man looks upon his ſingle Self as a Detachment from the 
main Body of Mankind, and the Proprietor of all that 
nis great and pleaſing ; we are upon the Spur till we come 
rx to the Land- End, i. e. the laſt Point of Promotion. 
x Nou what is all this but Covetouſneſs on the one Hand, 
and Pride on the other? Two Paſſions never to be fatis- 
fed, and yet always obey d. FEY 


to and though it does not always command Eſteem, it calls 
e, for Reſpect, few Courtiers dare pretend for the Place, ye 

n; all with for the Honour; and we are ſo kind to our ſelves, 

b {Was to think a Princes Affection as reaſonably placed on 
ch Nes, as on our Neighbour, and we fail not to blame his 
ne Choice, if it falls not upon our Perſon. _ 

ed Yet tho' the Title be in the general Eſteem ſo valuiZ 


ble, I adviſe you to quit all Pretenſions to the Favour ; 


on, level your ExpeRtation at a lower Mark, unleſs you in- 
for tend to ſtand on Record a fad Inftance of the Inſtability 


Wot human Greatneſs ;. turn over the Tranſactions of paſt 


hen Ages, and you will find not one Favourite of a thouſand, 
you rhoſe End was not more amazing than his Greatneſs, 
reſt, che ſame Princes that ſet em up, took Pleaſure in pulling 
, at em down, and were no leſs extravagant in their Cruel- 
ty, than in their Kindneſs. Amon look'd down from the 
top of his Glory upon his Fellow-Subjes with Diſdain 
aud Contempt, but this bright Sun ſet in a Cloud of In- 
ure, amy, and turn'd his Rival's Envy into Compaſſion. Ti. 
s 10 erius bore the Title of Emperor, Sejanus all the Power, 
Plex” he proud Senate bow'd to His Statues, ſwore by his For- 
at? une, and his Commands were as Sacred as the twelve 
Ci. Tables: Yet when the Princes Affections chopt into ano- 
10 i her Corner, this e fell to the Ground, and buried 
as 1h ll his Creatures under the Ruins of his Cataſtrophe; 
rs 10 ur Gæveſtons, Spencers, Wolſeys, &c. teach us by their 
aud Viſaſters that the Favour of Princes is not Proof againſt 
ny + fortune ; that it can arreſta Favourite within the Pre- 
b . inc of the Court, and draw him from the Bed · chamber 
* 0 the Scaffold. I could ſingle out forty more Inſtances 
t. df a freſher Date, and ſome Domieſtick too, but theſe 
an 1 unde to Caution againſt too great Intimacy with Sove- 
Herr eise, which is ſeldom purchaſed without the Sale of 
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Ibs certain the Quility of Frivado is very conſiderable: 
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Liberty, and never continued without Danger of Body of 
Soul, and too often of both. 


jects into a Monſter ; hence it comes, that Men run from 


a tolerable Account of their Love, as of their Averſion, 


fine, an Ephæſtion will have Employment enough to car- 


ſuch a Poſt ; he muſt have the Prudence of a Solomon, the 
Craft of an Aehbitopbel, the Courage of a Ceſar, the Modes 


for Enmity is more clamorous and active than Friendlhip, 


cloſure, and appears in Publick, and you may be ſure! 
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The Reaſon is clear; for Firſt, As Princes often love 
without Cauſe, ſo they hate without Provocation ; they 
are led by Caprice, and ſway'd by Fancy, and by Conſe. 
quence are only conſtant in Change. Fancy is never long 
lived ; a Word, a Look, a Surmiſe nips off the moſt fa. 
vourable Impreſſion, and turns the moſt charming Ob- 


dotage to diſguſt in an Inſtant, and are as unable to give 


a mere je ne ſcay quoy kindles Kindneſs, and a je ne ſeq 
quoy congeals it; to Day freedom pleaſes, to Morrow 
you muſt ſtand off in Reſpe& and Reſervedneſs. In 


ry an even Hand between the Emperor and Alexander, 
and to diſcharge the Duties of Familiarity without ma- 
king too bold with Majeſty, for the ſame Man is both 
Friend and Prince. Now one muſt have a very Meta- 

hyſical Genius to ſeparate theſe two Relations ſo as to 
5 free with the Friend, without coming too near the 
Monarch, and yet too much on the one ſide, or too lit- 
tle on the other ruins all. 


Secondly, Not one of ten Thouſand are qualified for 


ration of a Fabricius, and beſides the Felicity of Hlla; 
he muſt oblige all Men no leſs when he denies, than when 
He confers a Favour, and take Care to make no Enemies 
on the one Side, whilſt he makes Friends on the other; 


and a ſuppos d Injury ſinks deeper, than a real Benet 
Am not I of the ſame Maſs with T. L. cries one ? Wiy 
then ſhould he Lord it over me? Where Natures are tit 
fame, Diſtinction of Privilege is unjuſt. Why is ont 
Individual of the ſame kind ſtamp'd with Honour, and 
the other with Infamy ? This Complaint firſt ſtarted in 
Corner, is banded from one to another, till it breaks I 


receives ſome exaſperating Stroaks in the Journey; 4 
when People are warm'd, Cabals and Contrivances ivr 
low, all the Miſcarriages in Church and State are put ® 
the Fayourite's Account, The yery Tempeſts, Plage 

1 all 
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and Fa mines are clap'd at his Door, and like the Pri mi- 
tive Chriſtians he is mark d out as the publick Nuiſance 
of Mankind. He ſets the Prince at Variance with bis Pro- 
ple; he obſirutls the fitting of Parliaments ; abets Popery 
and Arbitrary Government; and then his Majeſty is deſir'd 
to remove T. L. from his Perſon and Counſel, to ſtrip 
him of his Titles, and to deliver him up to the Juſtice of 
the Rabble. My Gentleman knocks off, and like the 
Serpent, expoſes his Tail to fave the Head, i. e. drops 
tis Tirles, thces, and Greatneſs, and gives up his Fa- 
vouriteſhip will all its Appurtenances to ſave his Skin ; 
away packs he into the Country, leaving behind a thou- 
and Curſes upon the Court. The Anguiſh of his Miſ- 
fortunes puts him in the Wheel, and he always works up- 
on his own Diſquiet, pitied by ſome, and ſcorn'd by 
others, like Vipers, he lives on his own Poiſon and tho 
he wants Power to execute Miſchief, he has Malice 
enough to contrive it: So that he is made up of Impo- 
tence and Malice, and where thoſe diſconſolate Quali- 
ies are well blended, all other Ingredients of Miſery are 
ſuperfluous. This is the End of Favourites, and the moſt 
favourable they can expect, tho not the moſt unfortu- 
nate they may fear; for alas! they are not always ſo hap- 
py as to receive Quarter: No, no, they quit the Court 
o take up in a Dungeon, and act the laſt Scene of their 
Lives upon a Scaffold ; nay, and it's a Favour too to 
bange the Halter into a Hatchet. 3 | 
Check therefore Ambition, and give it not too much 
ine; court rather what is handſome than great, and 
udy more Convenience than Grandeur. Deſerve the 
ſt Place in your Prince's Eſteem, but let others run 
way with his Affection; though you ſparkle leſs, your 
alue will be greater; to riſe to a moderate Station by 
nere Merit, is more noble than to poſſeſs the higheſt by 
avour and Partiality. . | VVV 


Creat Men need Supporters, and prudent Men will 
vide them; Subſtantives are out of Faſhion in Court, 
bolt walk there on Crutches, and few can even ſtand 
1 their own Legs. Lay therefore in for Countenance, 
Uthout Stays the beſt built Fortune will tumble: How- 
"er, ſell not Favours by Inch of Candle; there is no de- 
ending on bought Fehn, when a Man has paid ys 


— 
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his Preferment he is not in your Debt, but owes the 
Obligation to his Attendance, Importunity, or Purfe, 
and though (to get a good Penny-worth) he he may ſwear 
Fidelity, and offer his Service, be aſſured he will follow 
the Impulſe of Intereſt, and leave you in the Lurch up- 
on Danger and Diſtreſs 5 N 
Beware of a Court Maxim. Provide for your Enemies, 
Friends will never 05 The Principle is neither con 
formable to the Rules of Policy, nor Juſtice ; it cuts 
upon good Nature and Gratitude, and has no Support 
but Practice. Shall a Man thrive by Roguery ? And be 
the better for Villany ? He has noos'd me into a Plot by 
Forgery and Subornation, and ſhall I ſtretch my Credit 
to ſwell his Fortune? Perchance he has met his King in 
the Field, and promiſed to make him a glorious Print 
by ſeizing his Towns, and fettering his Perſon, and 
hall I perſuade his Majeſty to give him a White g 
for the Service? In fine, he is dip'd in Treafon, ant 
over Head in Miſchief, and now muſt be bought off, ant 
incenſed by his Sovereign, as the Devil is by the 
dians, that he may do no more Harm. Such a Condut 
is an Invitation to Diſloyalty and Treaſon, it encourage 


Vice, and planes Vertue into Deſpair. Who will tan 
up for his Princes juſt Prerogative at the Expence of hi © 
Fortune, when he may draw upon it with Safety and d 
Profit? If Honeſty be required with Poverty, ani 
Knavery with Wealth; if Loyalty go out at the Elbovs ( 
and Treaſon glitters in Gold-Lace, I fear Knights of tit 1 
Poſt will multiply upon the Nation, and Round-HeadiMW*! 
may once more vie Numbers with Cavaliers. I wobl ti 
not Out- rage where I ſhould Reward, nor Reward wi” 
1 ſhould Puniſh. W 6 
Lean. Spare me a Word, leſt I lofe the Opportun p 


of a Queſtion. Why may I not win an Enemy? 
Eu ſeb. You mean, I ſuppoſe, buy a Friend ? Bec 
whoſoever Deſerts his Party for Gain, will certainly" 
turn when Intereſt calls upon him : If the Senſe of Þ 
ty and Conſcience are not able to reclaim a Delinqu 
will Title work a real Converfion ? No, no, Sir, tho, 
Cattle fly in the Face of a Benefit, their Organs ade 
ill ſhap'd, they cannot feel any thing that's generous a 
noble ; they always follow the loudeſt Cry, and tack 
boutz with the Wind of Intereſt ; So long as J 
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too powerful to need help, he ſhall ſtand by you, but if 
you begin to Retreat, he will fall upon the Rear, and 
charge your ſtragling Forces thro' a thouſand Favours. 
It's a Poffulatum among thoſe Infidels, that it's worſe to 
ſink with a Friend, than to ſwim with an Enemy, and 
therefore like Rats before a Storm, they abandon a leaky 
Veſſel, and ſwim for Safety to the Shoar. To be ſhorr, 
thoſe Men will ply down the Stream, and fide with Suc- 
ceſs in Defiance of Juſtice ; they will never croſs upon a 
prevailing Crime, nor oppoſe Miſchiefs carried on by 
Numbers; their Buſineſs is to ſtand, though their Friend 


de or Prince falls, and to make a Fortune out of the Ruins 
c by WY of their Neighbours or Country. Keep therefore your 
edu Enemies low, they will do no Harm, when they are too 


weak to attempt it, their Impotence is your beit Guard ; 


Jn Power = the Hands of a Mercenary is ill placed. I had 
au rather ſee an Enemy unable to do me a bad Turn, than 


in a Condition to do me a good one. 

Lean. At leaſt a Rebel or private Enemy may poſſibly 
be obliged by Preferment, and it's certain a Friend will 
venture a broken Head to reſcue his Honeſty, and rather re- 
lien his Eftate than his Fidelity. 

Euſeb. Concluſions drawn out of Poſlibilities are not 
to be relied on, they plead for both Sides, and by conſe- 
quence neither Advantage nor Prejudice either. An ill 
ul Man may be feed into your Intereſt, as well as Lawyers; 
zul but then as thoſe Gentlemen upon a fairer Proſpect of 
bow Bl Cain ſhift Sides, he may Relapſe at the Approach of 
of ee Lemptation, and fall into the old Diſeaſe of Ingrati- 
Head tude and Infidelity : Face therefore one Poſſibility with 
wol he other, and perchance you may conclude with me, 
its ſafer truſting a Rogue in the Goal, than on the 
King's High-way ; indeed he may poſſibly expect a Gen- 
tleman to eſcorte his Perſon, but I believe it's more pro- 
bable his Buſineſs is to ſecure a Purſe. SY 
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Bec. Beſides, I am perſuaded tis not ſo very certain, that a 
indy" n who has fought away for his Prince, or his Friend, 
. of Deo Limbs and ſtate, will keep up to his former Prin- 
que ©iples of Loyalty and Generoſity, unleſs he receive a 
ir, to more comfortable Return of Acknowledgment, than a 


s arc Held God be with you, or ] am ſorry to ſee you in ſo drooping 
rous 4 Gndition, For Weh a e bears no N 
Vith a loſt Leg, or a forfeited Eſtate. He may very 

G FW | well 
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well expect you will be at the Expence of an Oaken 
Supporter at leaſt, and that you will not condemn him 
to the Basket for his Honeſty ; and if ill Nature baulks 
his Expectation, and he cannot make a Penny of his Ser. 
vice, he may think of changing Maſters, and may re. 
ſolve to try if Vice be not better natur'd than Vertue, 
and if Treaſon will not Piece up an Eftate, Loyalty 
has Disjointed. For, Sir, give me leave to tell you, 
Neceſſity pinches, and often puts Men upon unwarrant- 
able Courſes ; Indigence works more upon People than 
Duty, and Generoſity ſeldom bears up againſt Neglect 
and Contempt: You muſt ſometimes be at the Expence 
of a Cordial to keep up the Spirits, and enliven Refo. 
lution ; for Stoiciſm is out of Faſhion. Men are not fo 
conceited of Vertue, as to think it is its own Recom- 
pence, and that it's worth taking the Field for the Ser. Wi 
vice of his Prince, tho he take up in Chelſea Hoſpital at 
his Return. 93 e e ee ee _ 
Indeed, tho a good Man be turn'd off here by hi 
Prince without Regard, he will have Station and Happi- 
neſs hereafter. But ſome Provifion ſhould be made 
even in this World, both to reward and refreſh ſuffering 
Vertue, otherways it- may give us the Slip : For preſent 
Service, People expect preſent Payment; and a ſmall Gn 
tification in Hand, wins more than Millions in Rever- 
fion. Endeavour therefore to raiſe thoſe that deſerve 
Promotion, and whoſe paſt Behaviour will anſwer for 
their Future. But to grace thoſe with Title and Dig 
nity, who deſerve not the Benefit of an . Amneſty, i! 
neither ſafe, generous, nor os 7 1,897 


—Y a — 


Leet your Actions keep touch with your Promiſes, and 
your Heart and Tongue ſpeak the ſame Language; '0 
proffer a Gentleman Aſſiſtance, and nor intend it, is baſe; 
and to deſign a Favour that lies out of your reach, 
foolith. O. P. had Credit at Court, and an honourabk 
Poſt to ſupport it; ſome gave him a World of good N. 
ture, others as much Vanity, and indeed the Queſiiol 
lies yet nndecided, whether he ſteerd by the one or the 
other: However, his Anti-chamber was the Rendez vos 
of Pretendants, and his Houſe was term'd the Sancti 
iy of younger Brothers. Leave your Buſineſs to me (an 
he to one) it ſpall be done to your Sati faction. 75 165 
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fenſiont (cries he to a Second) are moſt juſt ; bis Maj eſt 
1275 much regard for Merit to refuſe 1 reaſonable a 725 
tion. My Gentlemen return d to their Lodgings on Cock- 
horſe, and began to think of a Fund for a glorious Equi- 
page; ſome were already Knights in Imagination, and 
others Barons or Viſcounts. All were more happy with 
the very Expectation, than Fruition could have made 
em : For Fancy paints beyond Life, and over-flourithes 
Objects; thoſe Scenes it repreſents in the Brain, out-ſhine 
thoſe of Creation : In fine, Reality ſcarce ever patterns 
Imagination, and worldly Greatneſs charms more upon 
Report than Sight, minuit preſentia famam. 9G 9 7 


But after all, their Expectation ended in Diſappoint- 


ment, and their Hope ſunk into Deſpair; for after they 
had run through a long Courſe of Submiſſion and Atten- 
dance, they were diſmiſt with a Gentlemen, I am ſorry my 
Labour has been unſucceſsful, unlookd for Accidents have 
croſs'd my Deſigns, and your Fortunes, Thoſe poor Preten- 
dants were forc'd to retire, and curs'd their Patron's Im- 
potence or Impoſture ; they laſh'd him ſeverely in the 
© Coffee-Houſe, and convinc'd the World he wanted either 
| Sincerity, Credit, or Prudence. A Man ſhould keep his 
Promiſes within the Compaſs of his Power, and rather 
promiſe too little than too much. There is Goodneſs, 
Greatneſs, and Pleaſure in forwarding a Gentleman on. 
his Way to Preferment ; but it's baſe to feed him with 
viſionary Hopes, and then to turn him off with a Com- 
plement. He might have placed his Addreſſes more 
lucceſsfully, and manag'd borh' Time and Money more 
to Advantage; but being thus diſappointed, he remains 
without Friends, without Money, without Patience ; he 
has waited away the very Materials of his deſign'd Fa- 
brick, and has nothing to truſt to but a Musket. Be- 
lieve me, Sir, it's mortifying to fall ſhort of that which 
a Man affects with Eagerneſs; the Misfortune puts his 
ancy into a Fever, it preys upon his Blood, boils up 
is Spirits, and flings him into Impatience ; it baulks 
his Hopes, cows his 3 and makes the remaining 
Atisfaction of Life a Burthen. I am apt to believe the 
entleman meant well ; but certainly he did ill in tane 
talizing ſo long his Clients: For the ſame Inſtant their 
opes ebb'd, their Anger began to flow, and not one 
ut thopght himſelf to . Provocation given him 
7 o 
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to impair his Credit, and to make him the Subje& of 
their Choler and Scorn : And indeed Men 8 re. 
ceive as little Kindneſs as they do, and find as few 
Friends as they deſerve. F 
It you have Power, employ it to the Benefit of Merit 
and Quality; but be not too magnificent in your Promi-. 
ſes, nor over Confident of Succeſs ; pretend not to enſure 
a Preferment, nor talk of Certainty till the thing be done. 
I would rather give a Gentleman too little Hope than too 
much, and diſpoſe him to fear the worſt, than to expe 
the beſt of the Enterprize. For thus he will receive a Baulk 
with leſs Surprize, and if he ſucceeds an Expectation, wil 
enhance the Valus of the Favour. Tire not his Patience 
with tedious put-offs, nor torture him between Hope 
and Fear; put him out of Pain ſo ſoon as you can, and 
let him know what he has to Truſt to; when Fortune is 
_unkind, it's a Satisfaction to know how far ſhe can af 
front us, and a Man is in ſome reſpect Happy, who ſer 
the laſt Extent of his Miſer r. 
Same People over-rate their Merit to ſuch a monſtroꝶ 
Height, that they preſs forward upon every Appearance 
of Profit, and fancy they are rarely equip'd for ever 
Place of Advantage of Honour that falls in the Court; 
and upon this Perſuaſion they beg hard for the Employ: 
ment. Nothing is able to diſcourage them from the Pur 
ſuit, neither the Greatneſs of the Competitors, nor the 
Number of their Rivals. Are they baulk d, the next Dy 
they return to the Charge; they rally after the Defeat 
and grow imperious and menacing upon a Denial; thy 
vill hector and ſtorm their Prince out of the Privilege d 
placing his Favours where he thinks fit, and plague his 
Into a Compliance: But if he yields not to their Impo! 
tunity, they leave the Court in a Pet, and ſtrike in vill 
a Faction. gn 319, Or 
Firſt he ſets up for a mighty Patriot, and pretends 
great Concern for his Country, then he deſcants upon tl 
Advantages of Liberty, and runs thro' all the Branche 
of Property; in his Way he has a fling at the Prerop? 
tive, and ſets the Subject above the Sovereign. 1 
Diſcoveries work upon the Rabble, who confitute hu 
Guardian of their Privileges, they give themſelyes 1 


. 
_ - 
— * 
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bis Conduct, and for a Pledge of their blind Obedience 


preſent him with their Eyes and Underſtanding ; he is 
the only Patriot in the Nation, he alone fands in the 
Gap, and oppoſes Arbitrary Deſigns and Prerogative In- 
novations ; the Atlas that ſuſtains Liberty, and defends 
Property againſt Court-Encroachments. In fine, he. is 
W Baptized the Proteſtant Peer, as if the Houſe of Lords 
W were compos'd of Papiſts or Infidels, and all the Prote- 
ſtant Gentry of the Realm were ſhip'd away for Barba- 
does or New-England. © _ | 
Now has this Man more Zeal for his Country, or 
more Religion than his Neighbour ? Not at all ; his 
Concern is Intereſt, and his Religion Mask and Artifice 
his Vanity at Court exceeded his Force, and his Merit or 
Fortune kept not Pace with his Ambition ; the Wind 
blew in his Teeth, and now he tacks about, and makes 
for a Republick. Now theſe popular Men, theſe Men 
of Applauſe have two Thirds of a Traitor; and J take it 


| away with the Heart of the Vulgar, their Intellectuals 
are too weak, or their Paſſions too ſtrong to diſtinguiſh 
Tels .c 3 | 
any thing of Reaſon or Chriſtianity ? A-private Gentle- 
man ſhall place his Favours as he thinks beſt, and a King 
mall be barr'd with Freedom? Shall Privilege quite over- 
ſhade Prerogative ? And the Servant be more Abſolute 
than his Maſter ? Shall Authority be a Ainor, and Sub- 
jection be of Age? It is hard, methinks, that a King can't 
chooſe Sexvants as well as his Subjects, and that he ſhall 
be leſs becauſe he is greaten. 
Beſides, the Apoſtle commands us to obey qur Su- 
pertors as God's Vice-gerents, not only when they 
ſtroak, but when they ſtrike us, not only for Intereſt, 
but for Conſcience ſake. So that our Appealers to 
the People are not only bad Subjects, but worſe Chri- 


from human Juſtice, they will ſcarcely withdraw 
Step not into thoſe Irregularities, tho' they are receiy'd 
with the Applauſe of the Crowd, and hüzza' q Home 
With all the Pomp of a Roman Oration, they are un- 


rom 
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for a general Rule, that he is no good Subject who runs 


But in Sincerity, tho this Practice be ordinary, has it 


ſtians : They tranſgreſs the Laws of the Goſpel, toge- 
ther with thoſe of the Land, and although they . off 
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juſtifiable before God, and ſober Men. Receive a Fa- 
vour with Thanks, and bear a Repulſe with Patience, 
Tho a Prince be unkind, you muſt not be undutiful; 
his Failures are no cover for yours. An abuſe of Power, 


never juſtifies Diſobedience. 


Men aim at Happineſs inall their Purſuits, but genes 
rally they miſtake the Means. Such a Place in Court 
(cries one) ſuch a Poſt in the Army (ſays another) fits 
my Temper to a Hair, put me into That, and I ſhall be 
more happy than a Monarch; I will for the Future check 
my Deſires, and forſwear Wiſhing, This puts me i 
Mind of the famous Dialogue between King Hrrbus and 
Favourite Gneas, May I be ſo bold, Sir, ( ſaid the Philo- 
ſopher) as to ask, what you pretend to in all your Enterpri- 
res? When will you End? Or do you know what you would 
be at ? 1 am now (replied the King) for the Conqueſt of 
Italy, then to Sicily there is 4 ſhort cut, and Africa lies in 
oy way Home: When I have brought theſe Deſigns to 4 hap- 
Conclufion, we I live merrily, But why (anſwer'd 0 
neat) will you Purchaſe at ſo vaſt an Expence of Monty 
and Men a merry Life, which you may buy at 4 cheaper Rate? 
Stop your Deſires, uſe what you þ le ſs, and the Buſineſs i 
.- 1 
A merry Life is the End of our Labour, as well as of 
this Pagan King, and the Reaſon why ſo few Courtiers 
enjoy what they all ſo paſſionately pant after, is, becauſe 
they rather follow his Example, than the Philoſophen 
Counſel. Thoſe who wiſh for what they have not, for 
feit the Enjoyment of what they have; when they deſire 
eagerly, they hope too faſt, and are hair d by Fear; Nov 
a Man may as ſoon be eaſy on the Wheel, as happy Þ& 
teen theſe two Paſſions. Put a juſt Term to your Will 
es, and when you have touch'd it, make a Stand. Its 
both Fickle and Servile to overlook the Fortune befor 
you, and long for that which is not in your Power. 10 
ſay you will puſh for ſuch a Station, is to ſay you will be 
a Slave, that you will lay your Content at the Mercy? 
Hazard, and by Conſequence be Miſerable. If you gi 
way to Nature, you will ſpend all your Time in Pret? 
(ons, and leave not a Moment for Enjoyment, Hap?! 
neſs only begins when Wiſhes end ; and he that hank" 
after more enjoys nothing, ee peſt 
| des 


. 
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Beſides, Sir, it's ten to one that if our Deſires tower 
too high, we ſhall. uſe foul Means, if fair will not raiſe 
us: For when Paſſion becomes clamorous and importune 
the Whiſpers of Reaſon are either not heard, or not re- 
garded. Who is bent upon a thing, will have it with- 
out boggling at the Notions of Right or Wrong. Haman 
would bring Mardocbheus upon his Knees, and becauſe he 
would not creep, he muſt hang; Revenge could find no 
Crime, but Calumny ſoon forg'd one. Now to riſe by 
Crimes, is to pay too dear for the Elevation, ten Thou- 
ſand Pounds is the fixt Price of a Title. Why will you 
purchaſe one at the Price of Heaven? In fine, Sir, all 
the Glory, all the Worth of the Univerſe will not hold 
out to the length of Pride and Covetouſneſs, and ſeeing 
they are too little to ſatiate our Defires, they ſhould not 
(methinks) be big enough to provoke 'em. 
I poſtpone Grandeur to Conſcience, and Time to Eter- 
nity ; Goodneſs is your Buſineſs, not Greatneſs; you 
were made for Heaven, not for the Court, let that be 
the End of all your Actions, and the Goſpel the Rule; 
Profit muſt not regulate your Conduct, but juſtice: 
Perchance you may not thrive ſo well in this World, 
but you will fare better for it in the other; There, not 
Title, but Vertue makes the Diſtinction. A Thief with 
true Repentance, will go from the Gallows into Abra- 
hams Boſom, and a vicious Prince into Hell. In ſhort, 
let your Converſation be eaſy, your Temper ſweet, and 
your Piety unaffected. I will not overcharge you (con- 
tinud Euſebius) with Precepts; Time, Prudence, and 
Reflexion will ſupply the reſt. 5 

Lean. I return a thouſand Thanks for your Charity, 
and own my ſelf indebsed to Providence for the Favour 
of this Conference, The Scales of Prejudice and Igno- 
rance are fallen from my Eyes, and Things appear in a 
clearer Light, I am convinc'd that all ſublunary Objects 
are thin, ſuperficial, and empty, and that nothing de- 
ſerves my Heart, but he that made it. Had our Yefter- 
day's Club been ſo fortunate, as to have enjoy d the Be- 
nefit of this Entertainment, I fancy your Inſtruction 
might have awaken'd their Conſciences, and daſh'd their 
brutiſh Pleaſure with Gall and Vinegar. But alas! 
poor Creatures, they walk in the Dark, and place their 
Affections at Random; they never conſult n 
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Hate by Caprice, and love by Hazard. A dazling Sur: 
face runs away with the Underſtanding, and commits 2 
Rape upon the Will, and they will not underſtand, that 
an eternal Puniſhment treads upon the Heels of a tran- 
ſitory Pleaſure. a 
Leander ſpoke with ſuch an Emphaſis, that his Con- 
rern ſparkled in his Face. Euſebiut embrac'd him with 
the Tenderneſs of a Father, and diſmiſt him with this 
Farewel ; Dear Sir, ſuffer me to end with our Bleſſed 
Saviour, Y are Heal'd, now Sin no more, leſt God take 
you away in flagrante, and leave not a Moment between 
the Offence and the Puniſhment. - "177 e Oe: SAO 
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Make bold to ſue for a Third Audi- 
\f| ence, which I preſume you'll not re- 
= Fo gall fuſe me. I have no Deſign either up- 
on your Kitchin, or your Purſe ; and 


portune your Liberality. I wait upon 


do Reward for my 444 but a civil Reception. 
Atheiſm, hl Plague of the Living, and Tor- 

ment of the Dead: rages in our Iſland : Now being ſoli- 

Citous for your Safety, and apprehenſive of your Danger, 
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L hu 7 offer this 3 a5 an Amulet apainſt the 


_ N - IE Es _ 
\ _ 0 K 9 


— Þ . = | 1 — 5 a = 
22 2 IEF ena —T—TTT 
p l | 
5 — PR: Lak Ai pom. nn 


oY 
itt 
148 
ut 

Ti 

* 

25 


I q x 
l j 
iS 
"M7 
. 
} ,4a* 4 
2 5 
1 
e \ 
= 3 A» 
. 
Z | * 
8 s 8 
i : 3 
4 N * 4 
1 
1 11 4 a 3 
1 
0 71 . o 7 % 
+ C WE 
- 2 , 
E 
89 * 
W 
-—— 
N75. 
1 
= 
"FE 1 
I 4 4 
448 * 
3.2 
«8 
1 
3 
"of 
% * 
* 
* 4 * 
+. 
WT, i x 
= 
. "of 
N bf 
'* 
- 4:2 
"4 , 
* a 
» Cx 
1 
1 
1 
* o 5 
** A 
_— 
EY 
* : 
* bs: 
+I'Y 4 
4 
[- S ' 
TLATD - 
F Z 
a 
3. 
1 
1 8 
28 1 
= 7 
8 * 
1 
38 
wa þ 
* 85 
. 
.* 
= q 
ar ot 
* N 
1 
1 
r 
3 
7 P yt oy 
+ 8 299 
N 8 
5} 
© IT * 
3 64 
3% 
4% X's 
* i 
—_— 
K A * : 
+ 1 
„ £%* 
„ 
5 +. 
- BK 
4 : > XY 
+ 
— i 
. 55 
1 
3 
; bs # 
** 
8 

<& 

x, oY 
*% / 4 
<P 
F I 
175 
5 
#4 
f f 
r 
++. 7 
4 . 
RN 
— : 7 
FM 83 
* 
— 
1 
3. 
9 
. 

5 
1 
. 

3 

* * 
1 
ye 4 F. 
17 

„ 

. 3» & 
__ 
— 
X42 
1 4 
g n 
- = 
* 1 
1 
3 
oy 
+ 
£ 1 
_— 
2 7 
2 
5 
x 
1 
* | 
$ 4 
24 
ST 
. 
1 * 4 2 
= 
187 1 
— 
444 $ 
= 
1 5 
Us, 
's 
Ti ' 
9 3 
WY 
Ws 
WT 4 
: 7 
WV; 


But you move in a more elevated Sphere, you are deſign d 


| ſum'd, that among a Multitude ſome carry the Tokens, 
and perhaps the Plague-Sores upon them. It's therefore 


cape the Breath 
the Diſtemper; and if it once faſtens on the Heart, it 
immediately poſts to the Head; and when theſe nobl: 


; Grave. ro 


and practis d at the next Rendezvous: When Vertuæ b 


very Author of it blaſphem'd by ſome, and ridicul'd 0 
Eſteem : You will be ſhrewdly tempted to think thok 
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224 Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Contagion ; tho' it prove not an infallible Remedy apaitif 
the Evil, I am ſure it can do you no Harm: And then 
it has Cheapneſs, a moſt enticing Quality to recommend 
it. The Diſeaſe is eaſily catch'd, not eaſily remov'd : 80 
that a Preſervative is more reaſonable than a Reſtorative. 
Indeed thoſe People whoſe Buſineſs is confin'd to their 
Lodgings, who live out of Sight, and rather work than 
ſport themſelves down, are almoſt below the Danger. 


for Commerce and Converſation ; your Occaſions draw 
you from Retirement, and your Diverſions call you into 
Company. J 3 
Now when Infection becomes Epidemical, Crowds 
grow more dangerous than Solitude; and it may be pre- 


extreamly hard for Gentlemen, who are eterndlly infeſted 
with Squadrons of Spungers, who are haunted by Par- 
ſites, that muſt fawn to live; and generally diſcourſe more 
feelingly on the Excellency of a Ragou f. than of God 
or Religion. I ſay it's hard in ſuch a Confluence, to e- 

7 an Atheiſt, who by the Aſſiſtance of 
a voluble Tongue, and a good Forehead, is able to ſcatter 


Parts have imbib d the Contagion, it's odds, the Diſat 
either carries you off, or at leaſt waits on you to the 


Beſides, Curioſity and Pleaſute invite you to the F. 
bouſe, from whence you adjourn to the Tavern. Nou 
both theſe Places are Infectious. There, Atheiſm is brood 
ed, hatch'd Here. The Tenets are learnt in the Bous 


hſh'd on the Stage before you, and Vice recommended: 
When you ſee Villanies carry off Applauſe, | and Moral 
ty Confuſion. When you hear Religion revil'd, and tf 


others: In Time neither will ſtand very fair in Jom 


ines 
1 Thing 
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lickly make Uſe of them for Subjects of Merriment and 
Profanation. | 5 18 

But then when you ſtrike off from the Pit to the Eat- 
ing-Houſe, ſurrounded with a Tribe of Hangers on, as 
ſlenderly provided of Religion as Money, what lewd 
Comments do theſe Rakes make on the Text? How do 


. W they ſnarl at Providence, and glance upon the 3 
+1 BY with an hundred Iunuendo s, which mult be ſtamp'd witt 


Wit ( forſooth )- becauſe they are profane? Now theſe 
Blaſphemies at a full Table, and over fuller Cups; when 
the Spirits are fluſh'd and warm'd, i. e. when Reaſon is 

fetter d and Senſuality let looſe, firſt meet with Applauſe, 
end then with Approbation; for certainly Men are never 
more diſpos d to deny God, than whilſt they offend him; 


Again, tho we live in a degenerate Age, Religion has 
© not loſt all Reputation. A Man may go to Church with» 


W leaſt to live under the diſeſteem of the Publick, Now 


their Eye: They hope for Safety under your Protection, 
and Credit too under the Wings of your Authority: 
Hence they employ a hundred little Artifices to juggle 

you out of your Faith, and to hare you into Religion, 


they model their udgment by yours; your Averſion is 
the Standard of rheirs, and what you approve they dare 
not condemn. From you they take Faſhions, Breeding, 
© and even Religion. So that I wonder not Atheiſts aim at 
Jou: The Conqueſt of one Noble Man may be term'd 
Legion ; for his Surrender (like that of Metrapolis) draw in 
the whole Province. ä 


mne Wind, and fail on with 


Q 


Things cannot be very ſerious, nor holy, when Men pub- 


nor to take leave on Religion, than when they have loſt 


out being gaz d upon for a Monſter, whilſt Atheiſm ſeems 


to ſtrengthen their Party, Athciſts have Gentlemen in 


and indeed you have a mighty Influence over the Vulgar 3 


oral I Moreover, God has favour'd you with Eſaw's Bleſſing ; 
and the the Fat of the Land is part of your Inheritance, and by 
urd b conſequence, Honours, Pleaſures, and Eſteem ; the com- 
in you'll en Sequels of Abundance, You run ſmoothly before 
a proſperous Gale, Your 
3 Hualqyon 


1 
1 
is 
} 
138 
\ 
135 3 
1 * 
* 
1% 
'S 
; 
5 ; 
f 
1 
SLY 
2 
12 
484 
| 
„ 
XI 
7 
W_ P 
| f 
Ti: 
: wy 
7 
1 9 
939 
1 
; ft a 
3. 
N . 
1 
4 
1 4 
= 
Ly 
* 
4 
16 9 
THE: 
a 
12. 
+1 q - 
1 


2 — 
or: Oat ene rents 
\ _ 2 
= - * 2 9 
= - ni 


— 


2 — rr 2 — : * 


—— N - _ — 
5 a * 4 
Sr - At N * — — _ = 
pad * « 0 "TRL gets - 8 8 * . —_— 4 8 
> * * r ws . * 4 * e * 2 2 4 et his e ic 2 — 1 — 262 
— — 4 ro > b . — . / 22 = * 2 wah 4 _— 
N Dr ä = ” "I; - l - * 
-4 & x — - ws” v > 
2 5 
— 


a 2 reps Oo 
- 2 * — 2 25 * 


* — rr „ q - * 0 4 l 2 
* 25 * R 2 r bh 3 Fs 
97 
bs: S FP. ͤ 
* 6 Go . wo 7 * c * — 
a n — CS 


ah 4.” 1 
Y 3 by. 7 2 22 
4s r 9 * — — * 7 > W-.,- ws ” 
on _— 6 - bs - q * 
2 eee — 


that a Preſervative is more reaſonable than a Reſtorative. 


* 2 22 
ES. a. * 9 
* 3 2 2 les . LY vi = 2 


' ſport themſelves down, are almoſt below the Danger. 


extreamly hard for Gentlemen, who are eterndlly infeſted 
ſites, that muſt fawn to live; and generally diſcourſe more 
or Religion. I ſay it's hard in ſuch a Confluence, to eſ- 
the Diſtemper ; and if it once faſtens on the Heart, i 
immediately poſts to the Head; and when theſe nobk 
Grave. 
 bouſe, from whence you adjourn to the Tavern. Nor 


both theſe Places are Infectious. There, Atheiſm is brood- 
ed, hatch'd Here. The Tenets are learnt in the Bou 
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Contagion; tho? it prove not an infallible Remedy agaitiff 
the Evil, I am ſure it can do you no Harm: And then 
it has Cheapneſs, a moſt Meng Quality to recommend 
it. The Diſeaſe is eaſily catch'd, not eaſily remov'd: 8 


Indeed thoſe People whoſe Buſineſs is confin'd to their 
Lodgings, who live out of Sight, and rather work than 


But you move in a more elevated Sphere, you are deſign d 
for Commerce and Converſation ; your Occaſions draw 
you from Retirement, and your Diverſions call you into 
P n 

Now when Infection becomes Epidemical, Crowes 
grow more dangerous than Solitude; and it may be pre- 
ſum'd, that among a Multitude ſome carry the Tokens, 
and perhaps the Plague-Sores upon them. It's therefore 


with Squadrons of Spungers, who are haunted by Pan- 
feelingly on the Excellency of a Ragouſt, than of God 


cape the Breath of an Atheiſt, who by the Aſſiſtance of 
a voluble Tongue, and a good Forehead, is able to ſcatter 


Parts have imbib'd the Contagion, it's odds, the Diſeaſ 
either carries you off, or at leaſt waits on you to tit 


Beſides, Curioſity and Pleaſure invite you to the Zh 


and practis d at the next Rendezvous: When Vertue b 
hſh'd on the Stage before you, and Vice recommended 
When. you ſee Villanies carry off Applauſe, and Mord 
ty Confuſion. When you "Fa Religion revil d, and tl 


others: In Time neither will ſtand very fair in Jof 
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lickly make Uſe of them for Subjects of Merriment and 
Profanation. ; 


ing-Houſe, ſurrounded with a Tribe of Hangers on, as 


:- Wl {lenderly provided of Religion as Money, what lewd 
Comments do theſe Rakes make on the Text? How do 
+, they ſnarl at Providence, and glance upon the — 
; with an hundred Innuendo's, which muſt be ſtamp'd with 


4 Blaſphemies at a full Table, and over fuller Cups; when 


the Spirits are fluſh'd and warm'd, i. e. when Reaſon is 
fetter d and Senſuality let looſe, firſt meet with Applauſe, 
and then with Approbation ; for certainly Men are never 
more diſpos'd to deny God, than whilſt they offend him; 
nor to take leave on Religion, than when they have loſt 
their Wits IE 
Again, tho' we live in a degenerate Age, Religion has 
not loſt all Reputation. A Man may go to Church with- 


oof. n {caſt to live under the diſeſteem of the Publick. No- - 
-e do firevgthen their Party, Atheiſts have Gentlemen in 
dae their Eye: They hope for Safety under your Protection, 
n, it und Credit too under the Wings of your Authority: 
noble Hence they employ a hundred little Artifices to juggle 
Yiſcale ou out of your Faith, and to hare you into Religion, 
0 the end indeed you have a mighty Influence over the Vulgar ; 
bey model their udgment by yours; your Averſion is 
e bl tae Standard of theirs, and what you approve they dare 
No not condemn. From you they take Faſhions, Breeding, | 
brood: and even Religion. So that I wonder not Atheiſts aim at 
Boe u: The Conqueſt of one Noble Man may be term'd 
orcue ö %; for his Surrender (like that of Metrapolis) draw in 
ended * the whole Province. 3 die 
Mor: , "loreover, God has favour'd you with Eſavx's Bleſſing; 
and ti de Fat of the Land is part of your Inheritance, and by 
ard by walequence⸗ Honours, Pleaſures, and Eſteem; the com- 
in you. Sequels of Abundance. You run ſmoothly before 


the Wind, and fail on with a proſperous Gale, Your 


Q 


Things cannot be very ſerious, nor holy, when Men pub- 


But then when you ſtrike off from the Pit to the Eat- | 


Wit ( forſooth )- becauſe they are profane? Now theſe 
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226 Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Halchon Days run through the whole Year; Earth, Winds 
and Men, drudge for your Satisfaction and Intereſt. You 
confute Job's Aphoriſm, Man's born to labour, and demon- 
ſtrate by Practice, that Sport is the proper Employment 
of Gentlemen. i 
Now Proſperity is heady, it intoxicates, tho' it delights; 
and not only daſhes out the Memory of Things paſt, 
(like the River Lethe) but (what is more ſtupendious) of 
| thoſe that are to come. Men are ſo taken up with the 
Charms of the Preſent, that they have little Time, and a 
leſs Inclination to caſt away a Thought on the Contemph- 
tion of the Future; they love not to withdraw their Eyes 
from the pleaſing Objects of this Life, to fix them on the 
skaring Profpcct of the other: And without Doubt, 
Gentlemen, who have Pleaſures before them, would be as 
little diſpos' d to enjoy them, as Dionyſus the Tyrant, did 
they reflect what Torments ſtand behind them. 
When therefore Things glide on ſucceſsfully Here, it's 
very natural to lay aſide all Concern of the Future: And 
if we judge the bad Things of another World, thwart the 
Enjoyment of the good T hings of this; we (hall firſt wiſh 
there were no ſuch Place, and then from wiſhing a Thing 
were not, to believe it is not, is but a very ſhort Traject, 
ſor the Will and the Judgment ſeldom diſagree, and if 
once you lop off the lait Article of the Creed Vitam eter- 
nun, you muſt throw out the firſt, Credo in Deum. 
Tho' Gentlemen lie open to theſe Temptations, I do 
not ſay they are always overcome; ſome bear up with 
Courage againſt the Aſſault, and force theſe lewd Sug- 
geſtions to retire. I know Perſons of Quality, who: 
Vertues are more noble, than their Blood. Providence 
ſeems to have made them Great, that they might appeal 
more ſuperlatively Good. Like the Sun, they ſcatter 
their benign Influence on all below them, and thoſe they 
cannot warm with their Munificence, they enlighten 
with their Example. But however the Event of War 
doubtſul, and the Danger certain: Where Temptation 
reigns, there's no Place for Security; and therefore by 


the Laws of Prudence you are bound to take the beſt Pre 
cautions! 
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autions : You cannot be too ſure when Eternity lies at 


Stake. | 
I preſent you with a Conference in which you will ſce 


the Latitudinarian non 12 and the Atheiſt diſarm'd. 


Vou may eaſily defend your ſelves againſt theſe Sects 
vith choſe Weapons Eufehing over-threw their two Abet⸗ 
tors, Arioviſtus and I heomachus and if you will but take 


the Pains to balance the Lightneſs of their Defence, wit 
the Weight of their Impudence 2 rather pity their 


illineſs, than apprehend their R 
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Dear READER, 


g Ofer to your Peruſal, the 3 Part of 
\ the Gentleman Inſtructed. Us 4 Trit 
tiſe againſt Atheiſm. I hope it may be pr. 
= fable ; I aw ſure it is ſeaſonable. I. 


- Py 
i, * 


NS. 2 Time to prepare for a Defence, when i 


Whom has gain d the Walls. When the Plague rages, and 4 
Death ſits at every Door, it's Time to think of an Amult for 
In a publick Danger, Nature Commiſſions every Subject i 

fight for hit Prince and Country, Unuſquiſq; naturalitt f a 
eſt Miles. Duty Arms us, and Allegiance enters our Nane. ve, 


in the Muſter-Rolls. God lies under the moſ vile 22 
ffances of Inſuit and R Libertines make bold r 


_ — 5 
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his moſt ſacred Attributes; they burleſque his Mercy, lam- 
oon bis Fuſtice, and ridicale bis Oumipotence, whilſt 
Atheiſts attack his very Being, and fly in the Face of his 


fo bold, ſo daring an In ſolence? For what were Tongues 
made, bur to ſpeak on ſuch provoking Occaſions ? Silence is 
Criminal as well as Neutrality, and not to ſtand up in our 


upon his Omnipotence, is to band againſt him. 

Some perchance may ſtand up and tell me, that Treatiſes 
of this Nature are not calculated for our Meridien: T hat 
they may be uſeful to the wile Patagons of America, or the 
pid Hotentots of the Cape, but that Atheiſm 1s 6 great 
a Stranger to our Nation, that we are forc'd to fetch a Word 
from Greece to expreſs it. We are rather oppreſs d with the 


Knowledge 3 ; not the Obſcnrity F Ignorance, And whilſt 


NOE. 


Abeiſ. Theſe Monſters breed nigher Home; they ſpawn 


tian Locuſts over. run the Country : So that they are become 
an univerſal Nuſance to the Subject, and a Plague to the 


Real. Stupidity and Education may plead for poor Ameri- 
a Bet Atheiſt at God's Tribunal ; bat cannot for ours. Theſe 
” are batcht in the Stews, and nurs d in the Play-houſe'; they 
tare their Birth from Debauchery, and Growth from barefac 'd 
bo Malice, They paſs thro the whole Alphabet of Crimes, be. 
7 ; {ore they touch this Non plus ultra of I»piety. | 

lite St. Auſtin complains, theſe Vermin plagu d hes Age as it 
Wo does ours, but Jet they Jay under Diſcij.line, they walk d 
ram abroad in cognito, and ſculk'd under Diſgniſe, ideo dixit 


in corde ſuo non eſt Deus, quia hoc nemo audet dicere 


2 Ez. 


Divinity And ſhall a Chriſtian fland an idle Hpectator at 


Maker's Defence when Atheiſts rifle his Majeſts, and rally | 


— — 


Light of a Deity than want it. Me walk in the Sunſhine of 


we tolerate all Religion, it's FRET to Juppo ſe we have 


But under Favour (Gentlemen) we need not ſail 60 the Me- 
galanian Streights, nor cut the burning Line to find an 


on dur Shoar ; they thrive in our Climate, and like the E 'oype 


7 
etiam ſi fuerit auſus cogitare. But now the Scene is ſvift- 
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ed; Atheiſm flands no more on Reſervedneſs ; it ſcorns to lie 
under the Reproach of Neſtraint, or the Shame of Confines 
ment; it has laid down the Vizard, and appears in Publick, 
not only without Fear, but even with Impulence. Other 
ices retire into Darkneſs and Solitude, like Bits or Screech- 
Owls, they range in the Night; but Atheiſm braves it at 
Ncon-day; and fo is turn d into a Mid- day Devil, Dæmo- 
nium Meridianum. e  - ORER! 
I bas remov d it's Lodgings from the Stews and Bagnig', 
and other public Scenes of Lewdneſs to the Court. I hy; 
wheedI'd into its Party, not only the Rakes, but the Pets 
alſo, who like Slaves at the Oar, drudge for the Cauſe 
They rhime down Piety, and then laugh Religion ont of 
| Countenance to turn it out of Doors. They draw in all the 
| Succours imaginable, but ' Reaſon and Conſcience : Fo that 
one would think they intended 4 general Invaſion upon Re. 
ligion; and reſolve to force Morality into an Abdication. 
In King David's Reign an Atheiſt made a poor Figure ; 
he was content to wear the Cap and Bauble ; his Ambition 
| fcok#d no higher than the Poff of Scharamouch, dicit in. 
fipiens in Corde ſuo non eſt Deus, And indeed al 
Mankind, toge:her with the Royal Prophet, voted him the 
Station: But it ſeems we have learnt nem Notions of Wi 
and Wiſdom ſince the Deceaſe of our Anceſtors. What went 
in their Days for Stupidity and Folly ; by the Hocus Pocus 
of a new Creation, ſtarts up for Ingenuity and Reaſon in our. 
The .moſt dull Creature that dares diſown his Maker, ii 
dubb'd a Virtuoſo, and without any other Tryal of his Ali. 
lities. commences Docter in the Academy of Rakes : For theſe 
. Men having now uſurp'd the, Bench; they ſit ufon Wit, 
Breeding, and Religion: Their Judgment is the Standard 
of Senſe, and Scale of Nobility : So that whoever dares lu 
defy God without Remorſe, without Shame, is 4 ſhrewd 
Man, a Perſon of Parts, and a Gentleman, without the 
Help of Heraldry, a Peer without the King's Patent ;- 1 
he is every Thing, but a Ann. 
. | [ wonder 


= | 1 
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J vonder what they drive at, if they deſi»n to ſpread a 
Varniſh on the Face of Vice, to tin Lewdnejs into Vertue, 
and Brutality into Diverſion : Their Plot is well laid, their 
Meaſures are juſt; and Succeſs muſt crown their Endea- 
ours ; For if God be daſh'd out of the Creel, Morality 
will ſoon abandon our Actions. Man will jiand on the ſame 
Ground with Bea fs. Reaſon will vaniſh into Senſe, aud jo 
we ſhall fall below the Level of our own Species. Homer 
will decide Right, Intereſt will define Honeſiy, and Revenge 
pronounce upon Honour, and then like diſmantled Towns 
| we ſhall lie open to all the Inroads of Inſolence, and to all 
the Aſſaults of Vice. Is not this 4 fine Method to cut eff 
all the Lines of Gmmunication between Man and Mau? 
To throw all Government off of the Hinges? To drown 
Order in a Sea of Confuſion 2 To. ſtock the Nation with 
thieving Arabians, and to let Iooſe upon our Bodies, an Ar. 
my of Bloody Tartars. 

And indeed our Atheiſts have Reaſon to crow ; their 
Trick has taken to Admiration. Debauchery ſpreads ſo faſt, 
that the Infection is become Epidemical, it's above Expreſſion 
God ſend it be not alſo paſt Cure] One would think Circe 
bad flipp'd her magical Portions higher, Transformations 
| are ſo ordinary; and what raiſes my Suſpicion is, becauſe 
they all end in the Beaſt, and moſt in the Swine. 

'Tis hard to aſſign the genuine Caſe F this extravagant 
and unreaſonable Vice. One told me, he was of Opinion, 
| that our Navies had wafted it hither from the Indies, and 
that theſe Barbarians had bartered their Infidelity for our 
English Mare. Certainly our Seamen carry abroad a ſmall 
Cargo of Religion, and 4 leſs of Conſcience': Both are a trou- | 
bleſome kind of Lading, and of no Debate: We muſt not 
wnder then, if a Grew ſlenderly provided of both, loſe ſome 
Grains in the Traject, and more in thoſe Regions where they 
ſee none. The African Infidelity may tincture their Hearts, 
4 the African Sumgtans their Faces, and then at their 
Return, they may unlade the Atheiſm of Guiny with i- 
Q 4 Cold. 
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Gold. Tho' theſe Apoſtate Mariners may fling the Infectian Wi 


among the Mob, they cannot reach thoſe who move in a higl- S 
er Sphere But Swains lie tos far out of Sight, to influence B, 
the Nebility ; they are Creatures of too ſmall a Size to fe th 
up 4 Faſhion, too deſpicable to deſerve Imitation. dr 

Tis certain nothing has contributed more to the ts. la 


provement of Atheiſm than the Liberty of the Preſs ; like 2 
Pandora's Box, it has poured out all the Plagues of Schiſm, B. 
that for th:ſe hundred Years have plagud the Nation. te, 

They ſwarm in every Corner, and are become both 4 52 
Drudge, and Grievance. Like Toad-ſiovls they Bart up Wil (« 
in 4 Night, and what Wonder ? Nature buddles u up in 4 the 
Moment, coſe Iaſectt that ſpring from Stench, and feed Wl U. 
on Corruption * They are for the moſt part abortive Em Wl 
brio c, without Shape, without Figure, but not ln in 
Pot ſon. | | | HBr. 

The Preſs however is now 4 nd of our Nane 2 wh 
4 Part of our darling Liberty; we think our ſelves fetter'd, an 
unleſs we have the Freedom to ſnarl at the Prerogative, 
to vomit Blaſphemies againſ# God, and to revile Religion Wi jr 
and Morality ; and then, that our Crimes may be immortal, can 


and infect future Ages, as well as the preſent, they mul the 
appear in Print, to outface Modeſty, and ſtare Vertue, Re: Wil bi, 
ligion, and Obedience out of Countenance, Gertainly theſ: Gn 
Heop le fancy Ignorance and Wickedneſs are charming Gn 
9 why elſe do they take ſuch Pains to fand pre, 
Fools and Debauchees upon Record? f 
Alas ! their Deſion looks another Way : 1 they cov: Cre 
tent themſelves with the Honour of Fools or Debauchees, Wl 4 7 
we would let them carry off the Price; but they level ® Ml Ter 
Pie:y, they ſtrike at Religion, and aim, by Reflection, a. the Wl ther 
Almigbiy: And that their Train may take, and their Pi. (ear 
fon work with Efficacy, tis gilt over with ſoft. Languages Wil *. 
ſwimming Expreſſions, chiming Periods, i. e. the) blend on 
Poiſon with Poiſon to make the Potionp ftronger. Smut and * 
wer 


n 1 0 we Objects in their own Dreſs, they * 
wor 
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work upon the Stomach than the Will, and are fitter for 
Scavingers than Gentlemen; when a little Art caſts 4 
lanch over their Foulneſs, and vails their Deformity, 

| they enchant Senſe, and fupify Reaſon ; the Monſter with- 
draws, and the Sound affects the Ear, whilſt the Object 
lays bold of the Heart: Indeed ſome ſtand upon no Ceres 


bat thoſe of Decency.. Woat Vertue can ſtand out agginff 
ſuh murdering Engines ? Theſe Objects make Inroads pon 
the Fancy, they fire the Blood, and put the Humonrs in an 
Uproar ; they fit the Reader for any Villany, and what is 
E worſe, point out the Occaſion; nay, our Authors ſtand not 


| Brutality, and expoſe Anatomy to View and Contemplation, 


and that the Actions are the true Originals. . 


canonize Vice, and deify Uncleanneſs ; and by this Means 


Contempt ; and Things are come to ſuch a Condition, that 
Onſcience lies under all the Dreads of Reproach, and Apr 
prehenſions of Infamy. 

Now when the Agenda of Religion are laid afide, the 
Credenda will ſoon be diſmiſs'd, 4s Uſeleſs and Cumter ſave, 
A Man that has but the Boldneſs to charge thro all the 
4 WY Zerrors of the World, in good Time will laugh at them ; and 
he ben, becauſe God I not off Sinners in Flagrante, but 
1. 15 ſome Years between the Crime and the Puniſhment, he 
will be apt enough to conclude he is a mere Bugbear of our 
onn Creation. To be ſhort, the Preſs has not only effemi- 
nated the Mind, but unprincipi 'd the Under landing, and 
iPerefure fitted us for ail Diſſolution. A Man withou 

3 1 rinciple, 


mom), they draw the Statues of ſcandalous Amours not in 
Buſto, hat at length, without 4 Fig-leaf to cover their Na- 
tedneſs They appear under all Shapes, and in all Poſtures, 


in Univerſals, they deſcend in Particulars. They diſſect 


which is 4 ſhrewd Argument their Writings are only Copies, 


In a Word, the whole Fry of our madern Pamphleteers 
ſeems to heve conſpir'd againſt Vertue and Godlineſs, they 


| they have run down Sobriety, and ſet up Incontinence ; they 
have brought Libertiniſm into Credit, and Morality inta 


2234 Preface to the Reader. 


Principle, is 4 Creature without Reſtraint; he is all Sen ſe, 4 
Appetite, all Beaſt, and, in fine, all Mon ſter. | 

| Now to put 4 Stop to this growing Vogue of Atheiſm, | 
have publiſh'd theſe Conferences, in which the Atheiſt mill 
ſee the Weakneſs of bis Principles diſcover d, and if he be 
not converted, I am ſure he will be confounded. I d. 
fire theſe Nullifidians to read the Book without Preven. 
tion, without Byaſs ; the Subject is both ſerious and in- 
portant, and therefore "deſerves Oe” 4 


ons, 


I H 


471 T TK 4TTC 444441444 
JJ * 3 age Nang 
Huy THEOMACHUS became an Atheiſt, ſet down as 
4 Caution for all Joung Gentlemen. 


= HE next Morning Neander took Coach, 
and drove directly to Exſebizs's Lodgings. 


in his Cloſet. Good Morrow. (ſaid Ne- 
ander) laſt Night I brought you the Chal- 
RR lenge, and now 1 come to carry you to 
your Antagoniſt, I hear he is ſtrangely fluſhd up with 
tlopes of Victory, and has call'd in ſome Friends to be 


Spectators of his Triumph. 


own Abilities z and becauſe they are more proud than 


(Neander) thoſe who talk moſt, do not always talk beſt. 
E peaking and Reaſoning are not always of the ſame Side; 
that lies within the Verge of a Fool, and this is the Pre- 


Neep; they are perfect Sybarites, and never open their 


that they live no leſs extravagantly than they believe; 
their Actions croſs upon Nature, as well as their Faith 
on Reaſon. But indeed we muſt fling in ſome Grains of 
Allowance ; for whereas other Men ſleep to refreſh Na- 
cure, Atheiſts ſleep to work out a Debauch. And as they 


Operation 


Gentleman Inſlrudted, &c. 


| He walk'd up Stairs, and found his Friend 


Euſeb. Atheiſts like young Narciſſus dote on their | 


we, they very wiſely conclude they are more witty. Put 


I0pative of a wiſe Man. But pray why ſo early this 
orning? Atheiſts and Libertines are now in their firſt 


Curtains till the Sun has drove over the Meridian : So 


dlink poor Reaſon alleep, fo they lleep it awake, and this 
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Have you forgot, that Love your Neighbour as your ſelf; 
Is of your Species comes within the Pale of the Precept. 


to their Principles; I could heartily. pity em, had thy 


they walk on the very Brink of the Precipice, (and tho 
not ſee it, as if they plac'd their Happineſs in their Ruin 
In fine, Neander, they ſhall have my Prayers, but not 

my Eſteem. But 4 Propos : May I not know my Antz 


Neand. And really I forgot to acquaint you ; He i 


Euſeb. Theomachus |! 
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Operation requires Time. I have read that the Morning 
Heats are admirable for Tranſpiration, they ſupply th 
Place of a Bagnio, and ſpare both Expence and Trouble. 
Neand. An Atheiſt cannot croſs your Way, but you ar 
preſently on the Spur, you make at him with full ſpeed 
and ſeldom leave the Chaſe till you are both run down: 


takes in both Infidels and Atheiſts too? and thatwhoſoevai 
Euſeb. I love their Perſons, but cannot be reconcilel 


one Grain of Compaſhon for themſelves ; but they are: 
Race of Men, that neither defire Pity, nor deſerve it; 


they know the Danger) ſhut their Eyes, that they my 


goniſt's Name? I forgot this Query at our laſt Meeting, 


called Theomachut; he is in great Requeſt, and ſpeak 
well, though he believes ill. W | 


| Neand. Why have you any Acquaintance with th 
Gentleman ? _ „ 
En ſeb. I never exchang d a Word with him in my Life: 


no 

But a Man muſt have led the Life of a mere Recluſe, not hi; 
to have heard of Theomachns ; He has been the Tow Pe. 
Diſcourſe theſe Thirty Years ; and never Man has beel | 
more prais'd, nor more blam'd than he. I have heard: M. 
Thouſand Panegyricks of his Youth, and as many Satyn de 
of his old Age, that leaves no place for Iuvective, nd lf 
this for Excuſe : For as I have been credibly inform d, n pl: 
His tender Years he praQtis'd all Vertues, and ſince he be it | 
gan to decline, has plung'd himſelf into all Vices : E Gr 
has not only debauch'd himſelf almoſt out of his Efats i hal 
but quite out of his Religion; he turn'd off Chriſtiani Bl fo. 
for Libertiniſm, and from hence ſtept into Atheiſm; . 
that like Lucifer, from an Angel of Light, he is Meth the 
morphos'd into a Spirit of Darkneſs, and has imp!” orc 


the Contempt of his Creator into open Rebellion; 


he reads Lectures of Atheiſm to others, and ſo er, Bo 
the Infection, and makes his own Diſeaſe incurable; f 


The Gentleman Inſtructed. 237 


e the Allurements of Pleaſure are ſo bewitching as to per- 
ſuade a Man in ſpight of Reaſon to live an Atheiſt, Ho- 

nour will puſh the Illuſion farther, and invite him to die 
one. I am ſenſible enough that we are more prone to 


vertues: Invecti ves flow more eaſily from us than Pane- 
gyricks; and therefore I thought my ſelf oblig d to ſuſ- 


ter Evidence than popular Reports, which oftenti mes owe 
W their Being to Miſtake or Envy, and their Growth to a 
talkative Humour, and indeed at length fell by chance 
in the Company of one of his Friends, who gave me full 
Satisfaction: His Life has ſomething of the Romance, 
but more of the Tragedy; tis fitter to Grieve, than to 
Divert us, and to melt us into Tears, than into Laugh- 
ter: Time does not preſs; I will (if you pleaſe) run 
over the chief Circumſtances ; tho' the Narrative be not 


learn by his fad Fall, that Man can find no ſure Footing 


and cannot only be aſſaulted, but overcome. 
Neand. Pray, Sir, favour me with the Relation ; In- 
ſtruction is never unſeaſonable, and ſometimes neceſſary, 
eſpecially to young Men, whoſe Nature bends more wil- 
lingly to what is Pleaſant, than what is Lawful, and who 


norance waits on Youth, as well as Preſumption. That 
Pray begin. 


Men end as they begin, and die as they live; and in- 
deed Experience teaches as well as Scripture, that the 
laſt A& of our Lives is but a Copy of the firſt. Vertue 
| planted in the Spring of Youth, thrives to Admiration; 


hale Infection. Now if an early Vertue caſts its Roots 
ſo low, that the Blaſts of impetuous Paſſions are not able 
to ſhake it, Vice certainly will be more laſting ; this is 
the Product of our own Soil, like poiſonous Weeds it 
Srous without Planting, and in Proceſs of Time wines 
and twiſts it ſelf with our very Nature; it ſinks into our 
ones, and not only conveys the Infection through all 


Ln 


cenſure our Neighbours Vices, than to take Notice of his 


pend my Judgment of T heomachas, till I found ſome bet- 


Diverting, Jam ſure it will be Inſtructive: You will 


| here, that Vertue lies within the Reach of Temptation, 


nther ſpur on their Paſſions than curb em; beſides, I- 
hides the Danger, T his provokes it ; but both betray us. 


Euſeb. Tis a kind of Poſtulatum in Spirituality, that 


it flows in the very Winter of Age, it blooms in the 
Grave, and breaths forth Perfumes when our Bodies ex- 
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the Humours of the Body, but corrupts the very Facul- 
ties of the Soul; ſo that like chronical Diſtempers, it 
accompanies us to our Coffins, it ſleeps with us in the 
Grave, and burns with us in Hell. 5 LP 
Tho' this Rule be Univerſal, it admics of ſome Excep- 
tions; who court Sin in their Youth, ſometimes deteſt it 
in their declining Years ; and thoſe who quench the un. 
lawful Heats of Lewdneſs in the very Summer of their 
Lives, are conſum'd by 'em in the Autumn of their Age; 
even then like Mount Gibel, they are Snow without, and 
Fire within ; and this Providence permits, that the Saint 
may not preſume, nor the Sinner deſpair. St. Paul was 
a Perſecutor before he became an Apoſtle. He made 2 
Martyr in Feruſalem, before he ſuffer d Martyrdom at 
Rome; and only propagated Chriſtianity, when firſt he 
conſpir'd its Ruin. What could be more promiſing than 
the Beginning of unfortunate Judas? He receiv'd Power 
over. Devils, as well as over Diſeaſes ; and commanded 
Nature whilſt he obey d his Maſter : But when Avarice 
rey d upon his Innocence, Treaſon broke in upon his 
fonts” god Deſpair put an End to his Life, to begin 
the everlaſting Puniſhment of his Offences : But we need 
not run fo far back into Antiquity for ſuch Examples; 
our Age can leave at leaſt one Preſident to Poſterity in 
the Perſon of unfortunate Theomachus. WE. 
This Gentleman ſeem'd born under ſo happy a Cons 
ſtellation, that all Things conſpir'd to make him a Saint. 
At the Age of Twelve he had the Prudence of a Man of 
Twenty, an Air of Gravity ran thro' all his Actions, fo 
that he had nothing of the Child, but Age and Inno- 
cence. The Seeds of a pious Education ſown in a Soil 
ſo grateful, could not chuſe but improve almoſt to a Mir 
racle; and indeed, fo ſoon as he heard to what End he 
was Create, together with the dread Myſteries of Chri- 
ſtian Religion; that the Vertues of the Juſt would be 
Rewarded with an Eternity of Joys; and the Sins of 
the Impious with an Eternity of Torments : He neve! 
balinc'a on the Cnoice, but reſolv'd to ſquare his Life 
by the Rule of rhe Go pel, and to poſtpone all the Ad 
vantages of Time to thoſe of Eternity. i 
lis Conduct wis an Argument, that his Reſolution nei 
ther flow'd f om Childiſhneſs, nor Ignorance ; he labour 


to put it in Execation wita the ſame Eagerneſs he made 
* it, 


it, and he told his Tutor one Day, that to defer the Exe- 


Thing; that a bad Action ſhould never be done, nor a 
good one ever omitted. He began firſt to model his 
Paſſions, and puniſh'd em like Traytors before they were 
able to rebel: He taught em to obey betimes, that they 


Things to baulk their Importunities; ſo that when he 
made his firſt Appearance in the World, and enter'd up- 


on upon him: He ſeem'd caſt in a quite different Mould 
man other Men, and wholly exempt from the common 
arſe of Mankind; he fear'd thofe Things which others 
hope for, and ran from thoſe vain Amuſements they 
purſue : He plac'd his Wealth in the Purchaſe of Ver- 
ue, not of Land, and deſpis d all Honour, but that 


Ws a Property of the Poor, and therefore return'd them 


ind when once a Relation defird him to ſhape his Cha- 
Wity by the Rule of Diſcretion z my Neighbour's Want 


e never withdrew from.thoſe Diverſions that recreate 
he Body, without endangering the Soul; but then he 
ould not be won to countenance a Debauch ; and altho' 
lis Nicety often expos'd him to the Scoffs and Raillery 
a thoſe young Blades, that rated Pleaſure above their 
Duty; yet he either deteſted their Malice, or pitied their 
ally, and valued his Innocence above their Favour. We 
ve (ſaid he one Day) in a ſtrange Age, and as ſtrange a 
ingdom; we prcfets a Reformation in Religion, and a 


nd bluſh to Practice what he taught : His Religion is 
lamode, and his Precepts of Morality out of Faſhion. 


want for Immorality. Cannot a Man be well-bred 
nleſs he lives ill? Nor condeſcending unleſs he gives up 
5 Title to Heaven? Can nothing oblige a Companion 
my Damnation? Nothing intitle me to good Beha- 
be but Impiety ? This is certainly to confound Ideas, 
> Ole falſe Notions, and to banter Things out of their 
uture. | bs You 
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cution of a good Purpoſe, and to break it, was the ſame 


might never pretend to Soveraignty, and refus'd them all 


on Converſation, he drew all Men's Eyes and Admirati- 


hich ſuits with a Chriſtian: He look'd upon his Eſtate 


he Overplus as a Debt, rather than as a Benevolence; 


reply'd Theomachas) is the Standard of my Alms, and I 
nd rather drive my Liberality too far, than too ſhort. 


orruption of Manners : We believe what Chriſt reveal'd, 


urely we 98 to juſtify the Lewdneſs of our Actions, 
. the Holineſs of our Religion, as if true Faith were a 


. 
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You may eaſily imagine ſuch Lectures of Morality 
were unpalatable to thoſe young Sparks, who fix their 
Eyes and Thoughts only upon the preſent. They took 
the Alarm, and immediately cry'd out, Gentlemen to you 
Arms. Young T heomachns (ſays one) is vaſtly pretend: 
ing, he ſets up for a Preacher without Holy Orden 
and eaters upon the Miniſtry without Licence. Nay, 

replies another) he joins Inſult to Out-rage, firſt by 
Impeaching our Conduct, and ſecondly by making In 
roads on our Prerogative. 'Tis a Gentleman's Pri vilege 
to Sin without Reproof, as well as without Scruple ; anl 
whoſoever adviſes us of our Duty, tranſgreſſes his own 
We ſhall be cloy'd with Homilies, unleſs we cool his 
Zeal, and ſweeten his moroſe Complexion. I am not 
(fays a third) for being always upon the Defenſive, wil 
muſt make a Diverſion, and carry the War into his om 
Dominions. His Vertue I ſuppoſe is not impregnable; 
it may either be maſter'd by ices, or ſeiz d on by Sur 
prize; and if our Enterprize ſucceed, we ſhall gain a H 
ſehte, and loſe a Cenſor. The Counſel was receiv'd witli 
Applauſe, and preſently they fell ro Work; they attack 
his Reaſon with Wine, and his Chaſtity with Women, c: 
But Theomac hus vented their Minds before they tock m 
Fire, and ſo cover'd his Adverſaries with Confuſion, anti 

himſelf with Glory. Nay, he painted the Foulneſ dl 
the Attempt in ſo lively Colours, rhat he brought ove! 
| ſome to a better Life; and even thoſe he could not per 
ſuade to repent, he taught to bluſh : And now he hal 
obtain'd ſuch a Superiority, that all rhoſe He&ors wiv 
could not love him, were forc'd to eſteem him. Hcy 
very Preſence bridled their Paſſions, and kept then 
within the Bounds of Decency, and tho he could nl 
controul their Thoughts, he was abſolute Maſter of ther bel 
Actions. %% 

Theomachus run on in this holy Courſe till the Thir vat 
tieth Year of his Age, reſpected by Men, and precio uo 
in the Sight of God. Never Man bid fairer for Perle nel 
verance than he; he had kept his Paſſions under ſuch 
ſevere Diſcipline, that they ſeem'd rather dead tial 
mortify d; they had obey d 10 long, that they loſt almdl 

all Deſtre to command : He lay under the jolence d 
no ill Habits, no criminal Engagements, in fine, he judg 


himſelf ſecure when he was within an Ace of his Ru 


Ag. 7 wb 
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His Siſter (affianc'd to a young Gentleman) invited 
him to her Wedding, ſhe preſs the Invitation with that 
Earneſtneſs, Theomac hus foreſaw the; would not return 
with a Denial; he made notwithſtanding ſome Reſiſt- 


ance, and carried on his Exeuſes beyond the Laws of Ci- 
A vility, for he knew that Meetings devoted to Merri- 
ment, are often profan'd with Lewdneſs, or at leaſt that 
J Temptation crowds in with Youth and Gallantry, yet 
at length Importunity overcame his Conſtancy, and 


this Piece of innocent Condeſcendence firſt threw him 
upon Temptation, and then tumbled him into the Pre- 
cipice of Libertiniſm and Atheiſm. 810 


dome of his Relations, Men of a gay Temper, 1 
grown out of Conceit with his Moderation and Re- 


ue ſervedneſs, and therefore reſolv d either to bend his Ver- 
u tue, or to break it. They hire a Woman, Fair as a He- 
een, but Lewd as a Meſſaline, ſhe was one of thoſe who 
vu W proſtitute their Honour for a fine Equipage, and firſt prey 
con young Gentlemen's Hearts, and then ou their Eſtates. 
i She was handſomely ſer out for the Employment, and 


well vers d in all the little Arts of Wheelding, nothing 


cn, could be more engaging than her Converſation, her Hu- 
ok wour was pleaſant, and yet reſery'd : So that thoſe that 
aul did not know her, would have taken her for a Veſtal ; 
sei ne was well inſtructed in her Part, and promis'd to act 
drei it to the Life, nor did ſhe fail in the Execution. 
pen. Theomacſius on the Day appointed repair d to his Siſters 
ma Lodgings, where he was receiv'd with open Arms; every 
wil one gave him the Welcome, but they ſcrew'd up Civility 
buy even to Affectation, who had laid the Train to blow up 
then WWW bis Vertue: And now the deceitful Syren I ſpoke of began 
| not to enter on the Stage. She continually lacks her ſelf 
cheir i before him, and took him out to dance a Miner ; the 


found Occaſion to entertain him, and ſometimes in pri- 


Thit rate. Theqnac hus was firſt charm'd with her Converſa- 
c100 non, chen he ſought it, and in fine he found an Uneaſi- 
Perſe Eels when he was out of her Company ; in a Word, his 
fol alien made ſuch Progreſs in the Space of two Hours, 
that What he was ſcarce able to Maſter it: This Baſilisk hat 
Amal ot the Poiſon thro his Eyes to his Heart, and its Ope- 
ce Aration was ſo quick, that the peſtilential Flame almoſt 
jndgl conſum'd him before he well knew the Cauſe of ſo 
Ran vange an Alteration; he —_ within himſelf to ſpb- 
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at Twenty, and concluded that Magick had a greater 
Hand in his Overthrow than Nature; but tis a E 
impute to Philtrums and Incantations thoſe Effects which Ml 
ſpring from our ſelves, and riſe out of our own. Or- 
ruption. 1 1: / VI! . 7:74” STR 
ie endeavoured to pen up his:Paftion within his own 


that cannot be confin'd, it breaks out in ſpite of Oppoſ- 
tion, and works its way through all the Marks of Dithmu- 
lation. A certain Gloomineſs fat on his Face, Cheerful 


. - Theomachus pretended Sicknefs, and ſo withdrew'to hi 


hated the Pain, yet doted on the Cauſe of it, and even 


"himſelf fallen from Heaven into Hell, and confeſs d no. 


mit at the Age of Thirty to a Paſſion he had conquerꝭ ; 


11 


olly to 


Breaſt, and fear'd it ſhould take Air, but Love is a Flame 


neſs gave Place to Melancholy, he ſhew'd an Uneafineh 
in Company, and a Diſſatisfaction in Solitude, all won 
dered at the ſudden Alteration, but no Body more than 
-himſelf. Some calbd the Diſtemper a Fever, others 1 
Weakneſs, but all miſt in their Conjectures, befides the 

Viper that ſhot the Pozſon, and the unfortunate Gentle WW: - 
man that receivd it.  _ f 11/3 1010 ol 


Lodgings, but he tiail'd the Dart after him, it ſtuck in 
his Heart, and he neither had the Courage to diſengace n. 
it, nor Reſolution enough to ſupport the Torment: Hr 


ſeem d to taſte ſome Happineſs in the very Height of I 
Miſery. But Oh! When he compar his paſt State with 

the preſent, the ſweet Calms of a vertuous Mind with 
the boiſterous Tempeſt of a diſtemper'd/ one; he thought u 


thing was wanting to compleat his Miſery, but the Etet 
nity of his Torments. His Fancy drew out a Landy 
of all the diſmal "Conſequences of ſo ' unruly a Paſſion; 
and Reaſon told him it was time to prevent them, but Hu 
he relied too much on his Vertue, and ſuppos d ĩt mvinſ 
ble, becauſe hitherro he had not been overcome, Fe 
thought his Power over Paſſion was as abſolute, as (ol 
over the Sea, and if he bid it ſtop within the Bound WW:z 
Decency and Innocence, it durſt not diſobey. But 28 
Vertue muſt not without great Precaution be put to th 
Teſt. If we truſt it too 2 it ofren gives us the Slip 
and by a moſt juſt Judgment from Heaven, too great" er 
5Confidence iends:milltuig, ' 7 Hong HT ITT 

In fine, Theomarbus' was impatient for à ſecond Inte, 
view; he concluded no Harm could follow, | 15 he 
ww ; N intenge 
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auſe his Thoughts were innocent, nay, he was now flown 
J to ſuch an Height of Extravagance, as to perſuade 


P —B YT" anne 


Wy Liberty than Reſtraint, and that like ſome capricious 
WHorſes, it runs faſter when you draw in the Reins, than 


ni when you flacken them. Thus he fetch'd Arguments 
e rom the Stable, and play'd the Jockey rather than the 
ria. | | ad. 


His Companions made him a Viſit, and eaſily per- 


„ 
r eiv'd the Cauſe of his Diſeaſe. They prais'd his Paſſion, 


Woplauded his Choice, and very Religiouſſy offer'd their 


- Wervice in this amorous Adventure, i. e. they ſaw a Re- 
ion on the Brink of the Precipice, and would by all 
5 leans favour him with a civil Puſh; for you muſt know 
ne 


Neander) there is a Race of Men in this City, who en- 


le. Wrench upon the Devil's Employment, or rather are his 
eeputies, they tempt by his Commiſſion, and damn thẽir 
is riends out of Kindneſs : They are more ſacceſsful and 
ore dangerous than their Maſter, becauſe leſs frightful, 
end then they edge the Temptation both by Example and 
be BL 0un ſel. . | 1 . 
ren Theomachu's ill Fate drew him to a ſecond Viſit, this 
hu bade way for a Third; yet he ſtood to his Reſolution, 
titz nd kept within the Limits of Modeſty : But in the mean 
vith me, the Fever of Love heightend, and the malignant 
oh! Wumour paſt through the Eyes to the Heart, and from 
w- Pence fum'd up to the Brain, ſo that now the Diſeaſe 


ot only infected the Will, but tainted the Underſtand- 
g. He began to venture on greater Freedoms than 


jon; od with Vertue, and in a ſhort time plung'd into De- 
ö bat ruchery: But when he retir'd into his Cloſer, and Soli- 
im de gave time for ſerious Reflexions ; Grace open'd his 
0 1 ſee his Fault, and they drop'd Tears to deplore 
W ie learnt by Experience, that the Pleaſure of Sin 
e no Proportion with the Torment of it, that the 
43 elight is Momentary, and the Pain may be Eternal. 
* nd now he ſeem'd reſolv d not only to hate his Crime, 
. a 8 en the Cauſe of it: But thoſe Debauchees who had 
eat en che Liftruments of his Fall, daſh'd all his pious Re- 


utlons, and at length not only depriv'd hint of Liber- 
2 Uut of the very Defire to regain Its h 


R 2 


atended none. That there was no Danger of Sin be- 


imſelf, that the Impetuoſity of Appetite is ſooner tamd 


Tears 
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Tears (ſays one) have no ill Grace on a. Child's Chetk 
they become alſo well enough the weaker Sex, who d 
tentimes plead their Cauſe with them when Reaſons fail. 
and ſo at the ſame time redreſs a Grievance, and di 
charge the Brain: But they argue an unpardonabl 
«Weakneſs in a Man, and raiſe a ſthrew'd Suſpicion h 

has either over-liv'd his Judgment, or never had one; yall 
have made a falſe Step, and who does not trip ſons 
times? Let your Heart ask Pardon, not your Eyes. Rs 
pent-(if you pleaſe) but why muſt you deſpair ? But bf 
fare you pronounce upon your ſelf, examine whethelli 
you are guilty ? Appeal to Reaſon, not to Fancy, Prey 
dice, and Education: Thoſe are, always upon the Hum 
and becauſe they raiſe a Duſt, they never ſee Objects ii 
their Proportion. God is a Father, not a Tyrant ; if h 
has laid ſome Precepts upon us, he never intended li 
overwhelm us. Why did he create Eyes, but to ſelf 
Or Ears, but to hear? Will he permit us to behold n 
thing but Monſters? Or to ſmell nothing but Stendif 
and Infection ? This is to make our Senſes a. Burtheg 
rather than a Bleſſing, it's to turn into a Curſe the ven 
Benefit of our Creation. 1 
No, no, Theomachus, when God fram'd our Senſes & 
pable to receive Pleaſure, he created Objects fit to gin 
it, and Iam of Opinion, that Pleaſures of the Senſe hare 
nothing Criminal but Miſtake. I thank that great Delt 
that made me, for the Favour of my Creation; Ip 
him Obedience every Day, and commit my ſelf to l 
Protection: Now if at the ſame time I indulge Natur 
and give it a Play-day, where is the Harm? Muſt he be 
offended, becauſe I am pleas'd ? Or cannot he be hay!) 
if Iam merry? Indeed Ideclare againſt thoſe who fy 
the Face of Majeſty ; who burleſque his Goodneſs, a 
lampoon his Juſtice ; thoſe are Attempts againſt his It 


ſon, Overt-Aas of Hoſtility and Rebellion, they ® 
Crimes of the firſt Claſs, and if they are not puniſh 
with Fire hereafter, at leaſt they deſerve it. e 
honourably of God, pay your Workmen, injure no 
and you cannot miſcarry., 


The Gentleman has Reaſon (ſays another) he has (y 
ken like a Man of Parts and, Merit. I lay once und 
the fame Miſtake as you Theomac bus, and never ©! 
my Frcedom till eas d my ſelf of the Yoak of Conſcien 


hy 
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and Reſtraint: Qualms damp'd all my Pleaſures, and 
melancholy Spectres flung Wormwood into all my Di- 
Verſions; but I have reaſon'd my ſelf out of theſe ſplene- 
tick Vapours ; and laugh at theſe fantaſtick Monſters ; 
W they once tormented me; but (continu'd he) what if 
there be no God? What if you flath into nothing when 
W you ceaſe to Breathe? And that Fear and Hope fleep{in the 
Grave? Will your Vertue then convey you to Heaven? 
Or your Sins to Hell? Be firſt ſure there is a future State, 
before you part with the preſent. When you can demon- 

Wirate there is a God, twill be time enough to ſerve him: 
rell me not the Being of a Deity is paſt Debate, nor that 
ul Nations conſpire in this Belicf; Matters of this Na- 
Wrure are not to be put to Vote, they muſt not be judg'd 
y Plurality of Voice, Reaſon muſt decide the Queſtion, 
ot Numbers; Truth is Truth, tho' all the World deny 
t; and Falſchood is Falſehood, tho all abet it, Peruſe 
Wtheſe Books with an unprejudic'd Mind, with that he 
aid on the Table Hobbs, Spinoſa, and other Pamphlets, 
he Spawn of our Age, and the Plague of our unhappy 


ven Nation. n 

This new Syſtem of Divinity ſtunn'd him, he knew 
ot whether he ſhould receive it with Laughter or Indig- 
gi ation, for tho' on the one Side, he ſuppos'd they jeſted, 
iet on the other, they play'd on too ſerious a Subject: 
Dein Tho he had forfeited his Innocence, he had not yet took 


ave of Religion ; ſo that he could nat endure to hear 

he Decalogue traduc d. Vertue levell'd with Vice, and 

od himſelf degraded by a Pack of Atheiſts, who have 

0 other Reaſon to quarrel with his Being, but becauſe 
E 2 their Luſts, and laſhes their Conſcience with 

orpions. | E 


But the Devil of love that poſſeſt this unhappy Gen- 


ile man, begun to riſe again, he perceiv'd that Indulgence 
ed whetted his Paſſion, inſtead of blunting it; and that 
10100888: was impoſſible to gratify Senſuality without provoking 

"ſcience. In this Agony between Fear and Deſire he 


ſt cried out; if theſe Gentlemen's Tenets are not 
ſue, they are at leaſt convenient, they give full Scope to 
nſe, and reconcile Conſcience with Pleaſure : Then he 
ul d they were true, and after a Pauſe, perchance they 
(Rid he.) Latter Ages have diſcoverd a new World, 
may they not a new Truth. At leaſt there is no 
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Tears (ſays one) have no ill Grace on a Child's Cheek 
they become alſo well enough the weaker Sex, who of | 
tentimes plead their Cauſe with them when Reaſons fail 
and ſo at the ſame time redreſs a Grievance, and di 
charge the Brain: But they argue an unpardonahl 
Weakneſs in a Man, and raiſe a ſhrew'd Suſpicion h 
Has either over-liv'd his Judgment, or never had one; 0 
have made a falſe Step, and who does not trip ſome 
times? Let your Heart ask Pardon, not your Eyes. I 
pent (if you pleaſe) but why muſt you deſpair ? But be 

Fare you pronounce upon your ſelf, examine whethe 
you are guilty ? Appeal to Reaſon, not to Fancy, Prey 
dice, and Education: Thoſe are, always upon the Hum 
and becauſe they raiſe a Duſt, they never ſee Objettsu 
their Proportion. God is a Father, not a Tyrant ; if h 
has laid ſome Precepts upon us, he never intended ti 
overwhelm us. Why did he create Eyes, but to ſe! 

Or Ears, but to hear? Will he permit us to behold m 
thing but Monſters? Or to ſmell nothing but Stend 

and Infection ? This is to make our Senſes a Burtheg 
rather than a Bleſſing, it's to turn into a Curſe the ven 
Benefit of our Creation. 1 : | 

No, no, Theomachus, when God fram'd our Senſes & 

. pable to receive Pleaſure, he created Objects fit to git 
it, and Iam of Opinion, that Pleaſures of the Senſe hare 
nothing Criminal but Miſtake. I thank that great Dat 
that made me, for the Favour of my Creation; Ip 
him Obedience every Day, and commit my ſelf to li 

Protection: Now if at the ſame time I indulge Natur 
and give it a Play-day, where is the Harm? Muſt he 
offended, becauſe I am pleas'd ? Or cannot he be hapyh 
if Iam merry? Indeed Ideclare againſt thoſe who fy! 
the Face of Majeſty ; who burleſque his Goodneſs, an 
lampoon his Juſtice ; thoſe are Attempts againſt his le 
ſon, Overt-Acts of Hoſtility and Rebellion, they ® 
Crimes of the firſt Claſs, and if they are not ,puniſſi 
with Fire hereafter, at leaſt they deſerve it. Se 
honourably of God, pay your Workmen, injure no 
and you cannot miſcarry.. 37 (I to 1 

The Gentleman has Reaſon (ſays another) he has ſ 
ken like a Man of Parts and Merit. I lay once or 
the fame Miſtake as you Theomachus, and never £7 
my Ficedom till I eas d my ſelf of the Yoak of Conſcient 


_— 


The Gentleman Inſtruicted. 245 


iind Reſtraint: Qualms damp'd all my Pleaſures, and 
nelancholy Spectres flung Wormwgod into all my Di- 
verſions; but I have reaſon'd my ſelf out of theſe ſplene- 
tick Vapours ; and laugh at theſe fantaſtick Monſters ; 
they once tormented me; but (continu'd he) what it 
there be no God? What if you flath into nothing when 
you ceaſe to Breathe? And that Fear and Hope fleepjin the 
Grave ? Will your Vertue then convey you to Heaven ? 
© Or your Sins to Hell? Be firſt ſure there is a future State, 
before you part with the preſent. When you can demon- 
ſtrate there is a God, 'twill be time enough to ſerve him: 
Tell me not the Being of a Deity is paſt Debate, nor that 
all Nations conſpire in this Belicf; Matters of this Na- 
ture are not to be put to Vote, they muſt not be judg'd 
by Plurality of Voice, Reaſon muſt decide the Queſtion, 
not Numbers ; Truth is Truth, tho' all the World deny 
it; and Falſehood is Falſehood, tho all abet it, Peruſe 
Wtheſe Books with an unprejudic'd Mind, with that he 
aid on the Table Hobbs, Spinoſa, and other Pamphlets, 
he Spawn of our Age, and the Plague of our unhappy 
Nation. 1 1+ 3 15 
This new Syſtem of Divinity ſtunn'd him, he knew 


es ot whether he ſhould receive it with Laughter or Indig- 
ciation, for tho on the one Side, he ſuppos'd they jeſted, 
et on the other, they play'd on too ſerious a Subject: 
Dein Tho he had forfeited his Innocence, he had not yet took 


ave of Religion ; ſo that he could nat endure to hear 
he Decalogue traduc d. Vertue levell'd with Vice, and 
od himſelf degraded by a Pack of Atheiſts, who have 
o other Reaſon to quarrel with his Being, but becauſe 


hape curbs their Luſts, and laſhes their Conſcience with 
f orpions. i \ 
ih 008 But the Devil of love that poſſeſt this unhappy Gen- 
11s Perlman, begun to riſe again, he perceiv'd that Indulgence 
ey d whetted his Paſſion, inſtead of blunting it; and that 
0100888 was impoſſible to gratify Senſuality without provoking 


onſcience. In this Agony between Fear and Deſire he 
rt cried out; if theſe Gentlemen's Tenets are not 
ve, they are at leaſt convenient, they give full Scope to 
We, and reconcile Conſcience with Pleaſure : Then he 
Ul d they were true, and after a Pauſe, perchance they 
(ſaid he.) Latter Ages have diſcover d a new World, 
J may they not a new Truth. At leaſt there is no 
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grees, it work d at firſt out of Sight and under a Diſguiſe 


r 


the Conduct of Reaſon; Intereſt cannot break in upon 
its Judgment is Infallible, and its Deciſions Oracles 
ſo crowd our Heads with old Species, that they leave nd 


or Spite. 


| Reaſon, who think it above Error, and that they are cer 


true indeed, Prejudice and Education oftentimes rather 
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Harm in examining their Principles. If they prove fatiz 


factory, I may enjoy my Paſſion, if not, I am reſolv'd tg 


ſtifle ir. Thus did Atheiſm make its Approaches by De- 


and then turn'd poor Theomachus out of his Religion 
and Wits too. FT | 4 
He fell upon the Books with ſo great Eagerneſs, that 
he ſeem'd rather to devour than read them: And when 
he fell upon the Panegyrick of Human Reaſon, or aq 
Invective againſt Prejudice and Education: This is fair 
Dealing (faid he!) This is to build on Principles; ty 
ſtand on a ſure Foundation; we cannot go aſtray under 


13 ©. 


its Integrity; it acts without Byaſs, without Partiality; 
Prejudice and Education are the Bane of Truth: The 


Room for new ones; ſo that we either act out of Cuſton 

But he had done well to conſider, that they who inve 
our Underſtandings, with the Prerogative of Infallibility, 
are infallibly Coxcombs, that they are great Strangers to 


rainly miſtaken, who ſuppoſe it cannot be deceiv'd. Tiff 


leads us from Truth, than to it. And it is more ſecure 
to make the Enquiry alone, than in their Company, but 
when Men declaim againſt them without Mean or Me 
ſure, tis a Sign they are tainted with the Diſeaſe, for 
where there is Heat, there is no Indifference : And 6 
they only condemn one Prejudice with a greater. 
However, the Books infected him, they convey tx 
Contagion from his Heart, to his Head: So that withil 
a ſhort Time his Diſeaſe came to a Gifs, which ronollt 
cated nothing but Atheiſm, He found a ſtrange Charm! 
the Stile, their flouriſhing Periods ftruck him with A 
miration. He thought a Vein of Wit and Elegance ® 
through all their Diſcourſes, ſo that he was never 1d 
with reading nor praiſing them: The worſt of Thi 
were preſented him under a handſome Mask, uh 
made them paſs ; Poiſon will not go down, unleſs it l 
gilt or made palatable, and for this Reaſon generally 14 
worſt Books are writ the beſt ; barefac'd Impieties * ; 


414 
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move us to Indignation than Love, and therefore, thoſe 
ho expoſe them to the publick View, take Care to ſet 
Ys them off in a gaudy Dreſs, to veil their real Deformity 
iſe Wander beautiful Trappings. I know many are of Theo- 
on chu Opinion, and make ſtrange Diſcoveries of Wit 


pn theſe Authors, where I find nothing but Blaſphemy. 


hey have the good Fortune to be dubb'd Wits, merely 
Wor Scoffing out of the common Road, and taking the 


fair Confidence to deride thoſe ſacred Myſteries, the greateſt 
art of Mankind reverences ; which certainly is no more 
der In Argument of a Man's Wit than of his Piety : But tis 
pon iſ Demonſtration, that an Engliſh Atheiſt was in the 
ity; Right when he ſaid, When Reuß i. againſt a Man, then 
cles ſe Man will be againſt Reaſ mn. 
ſhe RB You muſt not wonder if Thebmac hus once intoxicated 
e no th Atheiſtical Wit, was ſoon bewitch'd with Atheiſti- 


lit, ps Mathematical Poſfulatums; or that they proved their 
rs t0 8 befis by Apollonizes or Euclid But after all, they build 
ce. n Gueſſes, and ever beg the Queſtion, but never prove 
"Tt Sometimes they flirt at the Government of the Uni- 
ather erſe; then at God's Juſtice ; and ſometimes again at his 
ecu N Aercy; and becauſe they cannot reconcile theſe: two At- 
, but Fr idates, they ſuppoſe they are incompatible; as if Man's: 
Me ea ſon (that cannot comprehend a File) were able to 
e for raſp an Immenſity. However, theſe Arguments which 


lebauch'd Theomachss, and becauſe he could not, or woul 


* 
— 


d the Ot reſolve them, he thought them unanſwerable. 
richin metimes he would adjourn from his Cloſet to the 
no fee · Tbſe, and venture upon a Diſpute; and when he 
um is put to a plunge, he laid the Miſcarriage rather upon 
his own Ignorance, than on the Cauſe he manag d. 80 
ce m. eſotted was he of his new Maſters," In fine, the Ein» 
r tl loyment of Theomac hut jumps with his Name, and his 
niere with his Faith: Hie is a perfect Atheiſt, that ie, 
which ithout Religion, and by conſequence without Morali- 
; It J: He acts as he believes and the only Apology for his 
ly "of s the Corruption of his Principles, 
Jai | . r t. 

moe 


„ Tuo 


it ſome Men are born under à happy Conſtellation; 


ather work on Fancy, than convince the 8 | 


5 


l Arguments ; every Sophiſm ſeem d concluſive, and 
emonſtration ſparkl'd in every Period. You would 
Wave ſworn thoſe Gentlemen's Arguments were as evident 
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Tho' this unhappy Gentleman abandon'd God, God 
did not abandon him; he ſtrack him with a Fever, which 
in ſome Days brought him to Death's Door, and the Do. 
or deliver d him this doleful Meſſage, Sir, Tow muſt Dir 
He who before diſcours'd of Death, as it he had been 
Immortal, broke into a Fit of Impatience and Diftradi. 
on; he ſcarce knew where he was, much leſs what to te. 
ſolve on; he ſaw he could not live, and yet he would not 
die. This Strife between Life and Death, caſt him int 
ſtrange Convulſions; and the Loſs of the preſent with the 
Fear of the future, ſet all the Humours of his Body in: 
Ferment. God awak d his Conſcience which flew in his 
Face, and ſet before his Eyes a whole Inventory of his 
Crimes. He ſtartelat the Sight of theſe ghaſtly Monſters, 
and fear'd himſelf more than Death, nay, more than Hel; 
for 'tis mare to deſerve thoſe Torments, than to ſuffer 'em, 
Oh, cry'd he, there is a God | Sickneſs that has almoſt 

Kill'd my Body, qvickens my Underſtanding ! From theſe 
laſt Moments of Time, methinks, I take a Survey ff 
Eternity; and behold there a Judge who will puniſh me, 
if I die in Obſtinacy, or reward me, if I breath out ny 
Soul in Repentance. Oh! I will fly to his Mercy rather 
than abide the Impartiality of his Juſtice | His Goodneb 
exceeds my Malice; he can pardon more than I am able 
to commit, and will receive me into Favour, if I ſue for 
it with Humility and Contrition. In ſhort, he ſent out 
ſuch fiery Ejaculations, that they ſeem d to flow rather 
from the Breaſt of a Seraphim, than of a. Man. He de- 
_ teſted Atheiſm with all the Cauſes of it, and wiſh'd he 
had loſt his Eyes, before they look'd upon thoſe ſcand: 
lous Books, that corrupted his Will, and poiſon d lis 
Underſtanding: He water d his Bed, in a very liter 
Senſe, with his Tears; nor could all the Perſuaſions d 
his Friends ſtop the Current. He now had no Regard fi 
the Body, that was once his Idol; nay, he wiſh thi 
Sorrow would rather put an end to his Life, than N. 
Expectation recovers 


nn} cn Ax 


ture: But Thbeqgpachus beyond Expe 
and What is amazing, S 1 elaps'd : into his old Diſeaſe: 
Scareerdid:he, enjoy the Favour of a perfect Health, bY 
he ſpurn'd at his Benefactor, and fell into thoſe Abo 
nations he ſo lately deteſted; as if God varied with 
Conſtitutions, and vanulh'd into. nothing when we alt 


well, and revives when we lie on our Death-Bed. J, 
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This is an Abridgement of Theomachas's Life, and I 


have been more particular in the Narrative, that you 
may learn by his Misfortune, and draw ſome Advantage 
from his Miſcarriage : We may date his Ruin from the 
Riſe of his Paſſion; though debauch'd Company, and 


li- lewd Books compleated it. Love ſunk the Mind; Con- 
e. verſation and Reading put Fire to the fatal Train, that 


blew up Theomachuss Vertue: And from this tainted 
Spring flow thoſe unheard of Abominations, that almoſt 
drown the Nation. Had not the Printers ſo much Work, 
the Preachers would have leſs; but now the Preſs de- 


na 

his A clares War againft the Pulpit, and the Hawkers ſcatter 
his the Defiance. ; „„ a: 

ers Nean. This is a ſtrange Story; and had I it from ano- 


| ther, I ſhould be tempted to doubt, whether Man be ca- 
pable of ſo great Inconſtancy. Certainly it deſerves a 


ot A Place in Hiſtory. I may perchance be tempted (with 
ie your Leave) to expoſe it to the Publick. . 
E sſeb. J leave that to your Diſcretion. Let's not for- 
me, get our Atheiſt ; ir's time to take Coach. 8 


PF 
7 DIALOG UE II. 

> for . as Soy 

out Whether there are am real Atheiſts, 


de: 1 walk d down Stairs, and when they were in the 

d he 1 Coach, pray (ſaid Neander) give me your Opinion; 
nds are there any ſuch Creatures in the World as real A- 

1 his theiſts? They ſay this Vermin ſwarms, and like Egyptian 
ten Frogs, crawl into the very Bed-chambers of Princes. 

ns df Euſeb. Atheiſm is a mere Sound, an inſignificant Word, 

d fot 2 modiſh Bluſter ; but in Truth there is no ſuch Monſter , 

| tht RY 3 Nature, as a downright Atheiſt : I mean no Body in 
bis Senſes can ſeriouſly perſuade himſelf there is no God. 
verb Men may huff and hector in a Rendezvous of Rakes, 
eaſe: and Bullies ; they may ſwear they believe no ſuch thing; 
5 bu and in a raving Tranſport of Debauchery defy it ; but 
boni then you muſt take all this for nothing but Cant and 
ch on Brævade : The Denial fits on the Tongue alone; tis ra- 


o a Wiſh there were no God, than a ſerious Profeſſion. 
"Re 0008 4 Foe WHINE e e eee 
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thing, they tremble at the Apprehenſion of it; they fear 


its Anger, though they deny its Being: So that thoſe we 
call Atheiſts, affect to appear what they are not; and by 
a ſtrange Frenzy, lay to their own Charge a Crime the 
are not Guilty of: And indeed the Perſuaſion that ther 
is a God, is rooted in Nature ; we owe it neither to 
Education nor Study: As our Maker has ftamp'd his 
Image in our Foreheads, ſo he has alſo engraven'd the 
Knowledge of himſelf in our Souls; and although De- 
bauchery may deface the Characters, it can never de- 
ſtroy them. : ww i Wl 
Mean. Pray let us drive Home again: I thought we 
had been on an Expedition againft Atheiſts ; but I per- 
ceive they are: Enemies of our Coining ; they are mere 
Phantoms that flath from Fancy, and only ſerve for Sa- 
tyr and Iavective. What did that great Champion Dr. 
Tillotſon enter the Lift againſt Chymera's ? Did he Duel 
with empty Apparitions ? And Fence with Shadows ? 
En ſeb. Miſtake me not; I told you there were no real 
Atheiſts. Id eſt; that no Man can be ſo far convined 
there is no God, but ſtill he fears there is one. Let him 
draw up a whole Legion of Atheiſtical Arguments in Be 
tal ia, they cannot ſecure the Underſtanding from Frights 
and Suſpicions; for though they may look under the 
falſe Lights of. Prejudice and Partiality very plauſible; 
pr be cannot convey to the Intellect, Evidence, and 
Demonſtration. | | „„ 
But then there are a World of limping Atheiſts, who 
walk between a God, and no God; that is, who ſays 
there is no Deity, and act as if there were none; and 
yet at the ſame time ſuſpect there is one. This is that 
| Race of Men we call Atheiſts, who have diſmiſt their 
Underſtanding and Reaſon with their Will 
Mean. Under Favour, I muſt trefpaſs upon your Pati- 
ence, and crave farther Inſtruction ; for as yet F walk in 
the Dark, and do not apprehend your meaning : Can- 
not the Being of a Deity be juſtify'd by Arguments, that 
flaſh ConviRtion ? neee on dre Hehe 
Euſeb. Yes, it can. | He Es, 
Nean. It ſeems then impoſſible for the Underſtanding 
even to doubt of a Truth, that preſents it ſelf in the glit 
tering Equipage of Demonſtration ; for it is not Mar 
of its Acts, as the Will; it lies under the Command 0 


* 
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Neceſſity, and is compell'd to acknowledge Truth, if it 
appears in Perſon. 77 nth at | 
Euſeb. The Propoſitions of Fuclid are all Demonſtra- 
tions; and yet a bare caſt of the Eye on the Lines, or the 
Titles, do not ſend Truth in Poſt to the Brain: We muſt 
firſt ſee what the Author would be at; then we muſt put 
Antecedents, and draw Conſequences before we can diſ- 
cover that Light, which flows from the Schemes to the 
Head, and gilds the Underſtanding. Now an Atheiſt is 
W Sick of a Deity ; and therefore will make no Acquaint- 
W ance with thoſe Anne that 2 one; they come 
vpon too ungrateful a Meſſage to find a kind Reception; 
and generally when they ask an Audience, the Will denies 
W Admittance ; or at leaſt it cuts out ſo much other Work 
for the Underſtanding, that it can find no time to give 
W them a full Hearing: Like a Miniſter of State, it hovers 
W about the Prince, and obſtructs the free Paſſage to the 
W Preſence : But then, when Arguments for no God ap- 
W pear, the Will puts on Foot a hundred little Intrigues to 
enſnare the Underſtanding ; they are trick'd up for De- 
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luſion, and fitted for Deceit. 5 e eee 
Mean. I perceive jt's a fine Thing to be a Dupee: Why 
elſe do Men take ſuch pains to impoſe on themſelves 2: 
But can Men cheat themſelves into Reputation ? Or are 
there ſo great Charms in being over-reach'd ? I thought 
it was every Man's Intereft there were a God ; and there- 
W tore (methinks) it were more reaſonable to believe, than 
to wheedle our ſelves into Infidelity” 
= E£»ſeb. No doubt, it's the Intereſt of Reaſon, but not 
of Senſuality. A Man who takes Pleaſure for the Rule 
ok his Actions, muſt lie under ſtrange Apprehenſions at 
the very Thoughts of another World. The Fae pe 
Glory of an exaſperated Deity ; the fiery Proſpe& o 
boiling Brimſtone, and the . horrid Pourtraits of the in- 
fernal Executjoners, cannot chuſe but work upon the 
W moſt reſolute Debauchee : Sin though never ſo pleaſant; 
with the diſmal Conſequences of Judgment and Damna- 
tion, fit very uneaſy on his Copſcience, and counterpoiſe 
the Sweetneſs of the moſt refin'd Senſuality with Gall 
and Wormwood. Now theſe Creatures of Pleaſure, 
ho cannot reſolve on Repentance, have found out a 
ſhort Way to plaiſter up a Peace with Conſcience : They 
| commyon their Euſts to draw uvpen the Underflanding, 
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and compel it to deny, or at leaſt to doubt of thoſe 
Truths that alarm them ; And it cannot be denied, but 
all inordinate Luſts byaſs the Intelle&, and make it fit 
to receive thoſe Impreſſions which favour Paſſion. When 
Men live as if there were no God; tis extreamly expe. 
dient for them, there were none ; and when once they 
are come ſo far, they catch at all thoſe Arguments, 
which may fortify them in this Perſuaſion ; and 'theſe 
Join'd with the Charms of Intereſt, abate the Dread of 
a Divinity. Tis true, all theſe pretty Artifices are never 
able to ſecure them againſt the Furies that riſe from 
another World to haunt them. Perchance there is 4 God, 
perchance there is a Hell, fright them into their Solitude 
and Retirement, and ſometimes into Taverns too: Yet 
they have gain'd one Point by doubting, which they look 
upon as a very conſiderable Advantage, viz. Thar they 
may live Rakes, and die Atheiſts, without being ſure 
there is a God to call them to Account, or a Hell to pu- 
niſh them; and certainly a Man may be faid in ſome 
Degree happy, that is not ſure he ſhall once be eternally 
miſerable. _ OL „ 
Nou you ſee the Heart has carried on the Contrivance, 
and from this apoſtem'd Member flows the Corruption 
of Atheiſm. And to cut off all Doubt: Why do the ve- 
Ty high-flown Atheiſts deſert on their Death-Beds thoſe 
Principles they once admir'd ? Why do they turn Rene- 
gadoes to Atheiſm at the laſt Gaſp ? Have they receiv'd 
new Lights from Doctors and Apothecaries ? No, no, 
they have left the World behind; Pleaſures are now out 
of their Reach ; and paſt Happineſs almoſt out of their 
Memory. They fancy at leaſt an Eternity before them, 
Fire under their Feet, and Vengeance over their Heads. 
Theſe diſmal Meditations 'cool Paſſion, allay Luſt, and 
change the Heart; but work no Alteration in the Un- 
derſtanding: So that I may conclude with David ; The 
Fool ſaid in his Heart there is no God. ' Atheiſm lodges in 
the Breaſt, and a Deity in the Head. Men do not be- 
lieve a God, becauſe they will not; to gratify Senſe, 
80 diſoblige Reaſon; and hug Infidelity to ſeer Con- 
ENCE, TROY e 4.0 
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DISCHOTENG 


EusEBIUS aud THEOMACHUS meet, and agree on 


the Preliminaries. 


8 CARCE had E #ſebius ended, when the Coach ftop'd 
O at Theomathus's Lodgings, who expected him with a 
young Gentleman we call Exdoxas. This Blade was a 


great Pretender to Wit; and to follow the Stream of Cu- 


ſtom would make the firſt Eſſay of it, in a Critick of 
Religion: He receiv'd the Rudiments of Latitudinaria- 
niſm from Arioviſtus; and was grown a wondrous Pro- 
ficient in the Science of Impiety: He paſs d the Line 
of Chriſtianity ; and although he had not yet touch'd 
upon the Point of Atheiſm, he was arriv'd (as Arioviſtus 
us'd to Talk) at the Cape of Good Hope; in fine, he yet 


condemn none 15, 2... r 3 
After ſome mutual Civilities: This is the Gentleman 


Sake. 


modeſtly, than to gain one. I had rather receive a Foil 


me; Fll immediately Releaſe him, on his Parole not to 

bear Arms againſt Atheiſm, till he be better inform'd. 
Euſeb. lam much oblig'd for your Civility ; if I fall 

under the Weight of your Arguments, I abandon my 


Minors) are uncapable to Article; they lie at the Mercy 
of the Conqueror, and muſt receive Conditions, but can 
make none. But, Sir, I muſt beg Pardon for my Rude- 
neſs ; for altho' Neander told me you earneſtly defir'd a 


nor handſome to ſalute a Stranger with a Diſpute ; nor 
to make Acquaintance in a Duel: But, Sir, I ccme here 
to diſcourſe, not to contend, I ſeck Truth, which like 
Tearls) is only found in a Calm; and unleſs we \ 


vive to abandoy Eier An yp Perclve it, us better 
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acknowledg'd a God, admitted all Religion, and would 
(faid Neander) I ſpoke of Yeſterday ; if Victory favours, 
you, I hope you will give him fair Quarter for my 
Theo. Never fear; tis more glorious to uſe a Victory 
from Eu ſebius, than be ſubdu'd by Infolence. Reſt ſe- | 


ture (continued he, with a Smile) if Fortune takes my 
vide, your Friend ſhall have Reaſon to be ſatisfied with 


_ elf wholly to your Generoſity : Priſoners of War (like 


onterence, yet Jam ſenſible, that it's neither genteel 


re- 


6. . 
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to forbear the Engagement : For, if we look upon the 
Conference as a Trial of Wit, and perſuade our ſelves 
it's more diſhonourable to own an Error, than to defend 
one in ſpight of Evidence, we ſhall take a great deal of 
. Pains to diſcompoſe our ſelves; and then the Queſtion 
will-be, who has moſt Paſſion, not. who has moſt Rea- 
fon ? For when a Man is pinch'd and will not ſurrender, 
when his Reaſons are weak and his Obſtinacy ſtrong, 
he calls in Heat and Paſſion to his Aſſiſtance; the of 
Supports of a ſinking Cauſe; and I take it for granted, 
that a Man never wants Arguments to relieve 4 droop- 
ins Theſis; but he Supplies the Want with Noiſe and | 
amour. 1 8 8 „F | ER | 
Tbeom. You ſpeak my Thoughts; Reaſon forc'd me 
to deny a God; and when Reaſon tells me there is one, 8 
I will ſubmit to its Dictamens. I never wed an Opinion 
for better, for worſe : What J took upon good Grounds, 0 
1 lay down upon better: I do not hug a Miſtake, nor il © 
Pride in an Error, nor ever laid Claim to Infallibility. I 
cannot well comprehend what thofe Pretenders to Science 
would be at, who faſten on the firſt Notions, and will 
no more part with them, than a Spaniard with his Basket 
Hilt or Golilia: They fancy ſurely that Truth ſwims on 
the Surface, aid that the beſt Thoughts lie always up- 
permoſt ; but then they would do well to conſider, they 
ive Children à conſtderable Advantage over Men; for 
8 will no more be the conſequence of Time 
and Experience:? We ſhall live no more to learn Wit 
dom, but to be fix d in Folly. In a Word, I will no more 
enſlave my Underſtanding, than my Perſon; and I value 
at as high a Rate the Liberty of Thinking, as of Acting. 
Convince me there is a God, and Fl take my laſt Fare: 
CARES. dd. Ct OT 
_ Exſeb. Indifference is an excellent Biſpoſition; we 
ſeldom purſue Truth without Prejudice, bur we take it. 
I, have a Favour or two to beg before we begin, conti- 
nued Euſebius. Firſt, let us Peak by, Turns: I am no 
Friend to Noiſe, and cannot be reconcil'd to thoſe fiery 
Diſputants who fling out Arguments, one upon the Back 
of the other, yet will not have the Patience to' receive 
one Anſwer : This is not to confer, but to wrangle; and 
altho it may become the Skippers of Mapping, or the Oy- 


ſter Women at Bing ſgate, yet it ſuirs not well the Breed 
— — 
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ing of Gentlemen. An Argument propos'd with Noiſe 
and Bluſtering, may break-the Head, and diſmount the 
Bedi OX it never makes Impreſſion on the Underſtand- 
ing; 
3 moiſtens the Intellect. 
Theom. | was drawing up that Article, and am glad 
you have foreſtall d me; you are of my Temper: I would 
have a Diſpute manag'd with Vigour, but not with Heat; 
that inſpirits Converſation, this confounds it : Notwith- 
| ſtanding, diſputing is hot Service, I confeſs, and gene- 
rally is perform d with too much Eagerneſs to be Suc- 
ceſsful ; nay, I was once acquainted with a moſt even 
temper d Man, who after he had drawn Blood, as I may 


good Humour afterwards. 


| ons are committed to Paper, and ſign d by both Parties, 
there will be no Fear of Miſrepreſentation. I have often 
(een a Conference in Print, nothing like the Original; 
ud he who crowd in the Pamphlet, ery d craven in the 
0 Chamber. Theomachus preſently approv d the Propoſiti- 
\ can, and ſent for an Amanzenſis ; So that now the Freli- 
minaries were agreed to, and all Things ſeem'd ready for 
s the Engagement e OTIS 42, 
v1 But Euſebius, who ſaw. a great Intimacy between Eu- 
„6 be and Tbeomac bus, ſuppos d they were not much 
i. divided in Opinion; and therefore that he might attack 
ne hem both at the ſame time, if he lean d towards Deiſm, 
ne efir d to Know his Principles. Sir, (ſaid he, 22 
ng; his Diſcourſe to Eudoxus,) I hope, without Rudeneſs, 


may ask what Religion you profeſs ? We are now met to 
diſoourſe of that Subject, and perchance yours may come 


we within the Reach of theſe Arguments I intend to level 


it, It Atheiſm. In alyand Spain fuch Queſtions are ſu- 
uti- bertuous; and in France, when you find a Man no Pa- 
no ½%½ you conclude he is a Hugenot. But our Uland is 
more Prolifick, and yields annual Crops of Religion, as 
vell as of Corn. One Grain of Faith ſprouts up into a 
Hundred: And I am told, that you may poll the People 
"ore eaſily than their Tenets : So that Religions rife and 


K Lird-Mayor's better Jadgment, I would have the 
e 1 Mortality 


ruth like a gentle Shower, ſoaks through the Ears, 
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| fay, and was fleſhd in Polemicks, never waver'd his 


Euſch. I muſt alſo deſire you, to avoid Miſtakes, to 
call in an Amannenſss, When our Anſwers and Objecti- 
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ll as well as Men; and therefore, with Submiſſion to 


1 8 1 ba * 


and think there may poſſibly be a Hell; theſe Articles] 
ſubſcribe to: But no Man ſhall ſtretch my Faith to 
another Tenet, or command my Obedience to a Cann f 


though not to my Opinion. I confeſs I do not underſtand 
ctions; to purſue my Reaſon: to an, Oh Altitude | In nf 


Attributes of his Eternity, Goodneſs, and Juſtice; and 


confirm mine: To: believe what I can prove, is rather 


makes no Impreſſion. I thank God, all, my Sins hat 
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Mortality of Churches put in the weekly Bills, together 


with that of the Inhabitants _ T 
Eudox. Liberty and Property are the Birth-right of 
every freeborn Engliſh Subject: And I ſee not why the 


ſame great Charta ſhould not enfranchiſe his Belief, a 
well as his Goods and Chattels. England (Sir) is a 


nice Nation; I may add, and pious alſo. We pay Ho 
mage and Obedience to the Lord, and will ſtand for hy 
Juſt Right and Prerogatives ; but then we forget not 
our darling Liberty ; we reſpe& him as Children, not 
as Slaves, and walk in his Ways with Freedom, not in 
Erh 5 den, 
Euſeb. You acknowledge then a Gde. 
Eudox. I do. I am alſo perſuaded there is a Heaven, 


more. This is my Non plus ultra; what lies on the other 
Side of theſe Points, is an unknown Region to my Faith, ſc 


what God is, though I adore him; yet I Know enoug 
to admire his Grearneſs, and my own nothing. Il. 
ſometimes to loſe my ſelf in the Labyrinth of his Perte 


Retirement, I poſe my Apprehenſion with the intricat 
thoſe very Objections that ſtaitle another Man's Faith, 


Science than Faith. I recreate my ſelf therefore with hi 
Goodneſs, and confound my Underſtanding, with bi 
Eternity; and put all Suggeſtions of Infidelity out dt 
Countenance with this old Saying of Tertullian, Crus 
I read no Caſuiſt but my Reaſon; and am of Op 
on, that God pardons ſome Sins as eaſily as we commit 
them: My Conſcience is neither of Steel, nor gf Wa 
heavy Offences batter it, but a Peccadillo of Infirmll 


Names, and are rather Friends to Senſe, than Enemit 
to Reaſon ; they neither attack God, nor. wound m 
Neighbour ; they only. refreſh ſometimes my droopif 
Spirits, and genily purge Melancholy. In my ſolital 


 @ Þring no more but a bare Poffibility for the Suppoit d 
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Breeding and Civility command me to give you the Pie 
cedency. I leave it therefore to your Choice. 1 
Eu ſeb. 1 ſee you are reſolv d to overcome me with Ci. 
vility, before you vanquiſh me with Reaſon. But I uil 
not contend with you at this Weapon. I accept your 
Offer, and will not offend your Principles, before I de 
fend my own. Et 5 : 7 


ee e- heb . he he he le 
DIALOGUE VL 


The Atheiſt came be ſure there, is no God, nor the Latin 


Euſeb. 1 Suppoſe neither of you, are ſo ſatisfy'd with youll 
Religions, as never to be haunted with Fear, 
nor ſcard with Doubts and Apprehenſions; for nothing 
can ſecure the Underſtanding and fix the Judgment, but 
Evidence. Now I cannot perſuade my felf, that an 
Atheiſt, Libertine, or Latirudinarian, dare venture on ſo 
bold an Attempt, as to thruſt on Mankind thoſe Arov- 
ments for Demonſtrations, that under a fine Appearance 
hide nothing but Falſehood and Sophiftry. I doubt nd 
indeed, but the Will may byafs the Underſtanding; /and 
force out an Aſſent; but then this can be no more ſteady, 
than mere Philoſophical Concluſions, that fly no hight! 
than Opinion: For whilſt each Side of a Contradi&tion 
bids fair for Truth, we cannot tell on which ſide it lies 

and fo float on Uncextainties ; and though we judge tht 
Theſis true, we fear it may be falſe. I will therefore fot 


IE ao {a 2 8 * OEE 5 


once deal more generoufly with you, than I am obliz 2 
in Reaſon; Iwill (I fay) grant that your Tenets a= © 
doubtful; but then, when Ido you a Favour, be ples q 
to do me Juſtice, and confeſs that 'ris probable there "i \ 
2 God, and that there is one reveal'd Religion. Ton) f 
ask what you cannot refuſe without Injuſtice, for ch 
tainly if we appeal either to the Tribunal of Reaſon, d 5 
Authority, I ſhall carry my Cauſe; for the Aﬀerters d 

a God plead for his Exiſtence with ſolid Reaſons; where © 
as you merely beg the Queſtion you are to prove, 40 | 


a 


Your Hypotheſis ; And then, you cap pretend no right" 
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Authority. The Founders of Atheiſm and Libertiniſm 
were look d upon as Monſters in the very Places they 
livd, and deſery'd Puniſhment for their Lewdneſs, be- 
fore they ſuffer'd Baniſhmenr for their Impiety. 
Epicure and Theodore were profligate Wretches ; their 
Morals run even with their Divinity; they exterminated 
Vertue with Religion, and debauch'd both Practice and 
Principle; their Scholars have out-done both the Origi- 
nals, and improv'd both Irreligion and Impiety. Now * 
Men who are a common Nuſance to their Country, a 
Misfortune to the Age they live in, and an eternal 
Shame to their Species, and have little Authority with 
thoſe who have one grain of Kindneſs for their Nature; 
they are better qualified for the Bar than the Bench, and 
more fit to ſuffer than to witneſs. 1 
But thoſe who avouch for me, are as admirable for 
Learning as Piety; they are without Number, and a- 
ung dove Reproach: So great Authority back d with weighty | 
but Reaſon, muſt be confeſs d ſufficient to make our Opinion 
an probable, I might ſay certain; but I wave the Advan- 
in tage, I may claim both in Equity and Juſtice, and only 
ask what you are too reaſonable to refuſe, viz. That it is 
ance probable at leaſt there is a God, 5 
t na Tbeom. I have read all I could find on this Subject; 
and am forcd to confeſs, our Authors have promis'd 
more than they are able to perform: Their Demonſtra- 
tions for zo God, leave (methinks) ſome Apprehenſion 
tion there one; and 1 find them work more efficaciouſly up- 
t ließ on my Underſtanding in Company, than in Solitude 
ge tht and in Taverns, than in my Cloſer. 4 
re fu Exſeb. That is; when Senſuality has ſtarted the Game, 
bliodl and Paſſions are on the Wing; when Appetite purſues 


tips 


ts a criminal Pleaſure, and Conſcience checks you with the 
peng diſmal Apparitions of Hell and judgment; then the 
vere 5 Will is too hard for the Underſtanding; it turns the 


falſe end of the Proſpective, and magnifies theſe Argu- 


or cer ments that favour Luſt, and ſolicit for Liberty: But 

then again, when the Hurry is over, and your diſcerning 
faculty lies under no Reſtraint nor Fallacy ; when it con- 
templates the Proofs for no God in their juſt Proportion, it 
e; 20088 "avers with Fears ; and tho' on the one ſide it concludes 


7 ; i a 
port d there 18 0 Cod; yet on the other it ſuſpects there is one. 
right "HY e, Sir, I do not ask what your Opinion is, when 
. MS © 


Faſſion 
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Paſſion runs down the Underftanding ; when Deſixre de: 
bauches it, and Senſe flings Reaſon off the Hinges ; but 
what it is when your Intellet acts without Bribery, 
without Illuſion, without Partialitxy. £300 
Theom. Well; that we may rid our Hands of Prelimi- 


naries, and enter upon Action, III condeſcend ſo far, ay 


to grant, that it's doubtful whether there be 4 God, or 


no God; and much good may the Conceſſion do you. 


Euſeb. Eudox us] Will you enter into the Treaty? It's 
better to compound 4 amiable, than by Force. 
Eudox. That is; unleſs I fairly confeſs, it's doubtful 


at leaſt, whether all Religions are Saving; you II compel 


me by dint of Argument. 
Euſeb. Right; and pray put me not to the Labour of 


proving a Truth that diſcovers it ſelf, and even glain 


upon the Underſtanding. . 
Fulox. I know not what Impreſſion this Truth (as you 


are pleas'd to call it) makes on your Organ, methinks, 


it affects not mine; and I am perſuaded that a Man of 
moderate Parts may prove ad Evidentiam, that all Re- 
ligions are Saving ; but I willingly decline that Task, 
not to prejudice the Subject ; yet Il venture to pro- 
poſe one Argument, that offers it ſelf to every Man, 
and may be comprehended by a Child, tho not evaded 
by a Divine. 3x 1 
Enſeb. Such Ars 
to bury them in Silence and Oblivion. 8 
Eudox. Raillery a part: What can God require of 
Man, but Worfhip, Love, and Obedience? 
Euſeb. Nothing. 2 N 5 
Eudox. Therefore whatever Religion a Man profeſſes; 
if he Worlhips God as his Creator; if he loves him as 
his Father; and obeys him as his Sovereign; does he 


not diſcharge himſelf of thoſe Duties God s Excellence 


demands, and his Dependency ? Does he not comply 
with all the Branches of Subjection? Does he not ſtand 
within the Bounds of Submiſſion ? Now; what Relig! 
on does not teach its Proſelytes to proſtrate before Gods 
Majeſty To love his Goodneſs ? To dread his Juſtice? 
And to receive his Laws with Reverence ? Indeed the 


manner of Worſhip is not Uniform; it varies with the 


Climate, and is adapted to Men's Conſtitutions. Preſ- 


byierianiſm jumps with a Republican Genius; and ox 
ME a dals 


— 
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guments deſerve Reſpect, and its pity 
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this Reaſon was: moſt nicely eſtabliſh'd in Scotland. The 


tlas fence Prelacy in England. Popery bears all before 
„it in France, Spain, and Italy. The Alcoran bewitches the 


Levant. Amida and Xaca, Fapan. The Laplanders bow 


bo the red Cloth, and ſome Iſlanders to a Baboon's 
y Wl Tooth: Yet theſe different Wortkips meet in the ſame 
r Wl Center, and terminate in one God bleſſed for ever. 1 
have not ſprung this Divinity; I owe it to a late 


9 Reverend Biſhop, who maintain'd it with Applauſe a- 


her ador'd Stocks nor Stones, but the Invinſible, living 
cl BY God, under the Shapes of Mars, Apollo, and Jupiter 


| Opt. Max. 


why ſhall they forfeit all Right to his Mercy? Why 
ſhall loyal Subjects be confounded with Mutineers ? Or 


u WE ſuffer for Treaſon they never dream'd of? If they do 
s, not agree in Ceremonies, they do in the Subſtance: 
of Wl Tho' ſometimes their Bodies bend before an Idol; their 
c- Hearts fall a Sacrifice to their Creator; and whilſt their 


Intention goes right, their Actions cannot go wrong. 


n, Wl Erimftone, and rather proves the Author will be damn'd, 
ed chan that all Religions are Saving. Methinks, it has ſo 
black, ſo monſtrous an Aſpect, that it rather frights, 
ty chan convinces: A Man muſt be below the Standard of 
human Nature; he muſt have ſomething of ſavage, and 
of Wi deviliſh too in his Compoſition, to bolt out ſuch killing 
Doctrine in cold Blood. Pardon my Heat, Tam not 
Mater of my Reſentments in fo provoking Occaſions ; 
es; ¶ and when can Paſſion be innocent, but in ſuch an extra- 
| as ordinary Circumſtance? But pray, can God reveal a Re- 
ohh on Ban: 7747 0 
nce Eudox. Doubtleſs he can. | MES 
ply Euſeb. If therefore he Reveals one, and commands all 
ind 


ods Wi {ent of the great 
ce? Wl mons in Parliament. 


the Endox. Yes, certainly, God's Pewer goes higher than 
the Wil the Negative Votes ; his Will alone is a Law, without 


bite Concurrence of either Houſe, 


gainſt his Popiſh Adverſaries; the Ancient Pagans nei- 


If therefore Men of all Perſuaſions Worſhip God; 


Euſeb. Air your Demonſtration, Eudoxus, it ſmells of 


— . 


in len to embrace it under pain of Damnation; I ſuppoſe 
igi⸗ he Precept is ee, in England, without the Conr 
depreſentatives, the Lords and Come 
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Euſeb. If therefore he has reveal'd a Religion, and 
commands all to embrace it, under Pain of Damnation; 
what will become of your Demonſtration? | 

Eudox. Why faith, like a diſabled Soldier, it ſhall 
trudge to Chelſea, and take up with the [nvalids ; for 
Arguments that have receiv'd on Duty Scars, deſerves 


Conſideration as well as Soldiers. Prove he has reveal'd 


one, and I am yours. 5 
Euſeb. Expect not a general Muſter of thoſe Argu- 
ments Chriſtian Divines draw into the Field againſt In. 


fidels; this is a Task above my Force, and requires 


much Application; nor does our Controverſy require 


it; for my preſent Buſineſs is not to convince you, that 
Chriſtianity is evidently True, or evidently Credible; 


but only, that it's probable, at leaſt, God has reveal'd it, 
and commands all Nations to embrace it. If I can dif- 
charge my ſelf of this Attempt with Succeſs, my Deſign 


Well, Sir, there are Chriſtians in the World; and if 
we walk back into paſt Ages, we ſhall find that Jeſus 
Chriſt was their Founder ; this is a Truth that admits of 
no Debate: It cannot be queſtion d by theſe who act like 
Men, and yield to Evidence. This Jeſus was born in a 
Stable, and paſt thirty Years in Poverty and Obſcurity. 


Then he began to preach, and confirm'd his Doctrine 


with Prodigies ; he gave Health to the Sick, Light to 
the Blind, and even Life to the Dead: At laſt he died 
by Man's Malice, and reviv'd the third Day by his own 
Power; he ſent twelve Fiſher men to ſubdue the World 
to the Law of the Goſpel; they obey'd his Command; 
Succeſs waited on their Labour, and crown'd their En- 
deavours; ſo that in ſome Years the Chriſtian Religion, 


ee its Conqueſt beyond the Bounds of the Roman 


pire. Prejudice, Libertiniſm, and Atheiſm conſpird 
its Ruin. Philoſophers oppos'd Arguments, Emperors 
Torments, and Libertines the omnipotent Attractives df 
Senſualiry. Yet Chriſtianity broke through the Violence 
of the Oppoſitions, it multiplied by Diſputes, and en- 
creas'd by Perſecution. Ten Millions of Martyrs loſt 
their Lives in the Quarrel ; they demonſtrated the Truth 
of their Greed, by the conſtancy of their invinſible Valour; 
and though they ſunk under the Exceſs of Torments, they 
overcame; nay, oftentimes by the Force of Miracles 97 

. - | tur 
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turn d the very .Executioners into Confeſſions, and the 


Tyrants into Martyrs. In fine, Chriſtian Religion has 
always appear holy, always victorious, always attack d 
by the Impious, and always triumphant over Impiety. 
Now if we conſider the Means Chriſt made uſe of 
to raiſe this Empire over the Hearts and Conſeiences of 
Men, we ſhall find them diametrically oppoſite to all the 
Rules of human Policy ; and had not this great Deſign 


been firſt laid, and then carried. on by God himſelf, it 


muſt have prov'd an abortive Embryon, i. e. an Attempt 
contriv'd without Prudence, and. follow'd by Diſap- 

Firſt, The Articles to be believ'd were extraordinary, 
and rather ſeem d to revolt the Underſtanding, than to 


deſerve Credit. A God: One in Eſſence, and Three in 


Perſons, appear'd a Paradox in the Poſition ;- and God 
made Man a Blaſphemy to the Jews, and a Folly to the 
Gentiles. Tho' the Reſurrection of 


kind Reception from the Vicious ; it was more capable 


to enflame their außen than to work upon their Belief, 


and to make them emies, than Abettors. 11 1651 
Secondly, The Precepts of Morality croſs more on 


Senſe, than the  Gredenda ſeem to clath with Reaſon: 


They bridle the Sallies of corrupt Nature, and not only 


put a Reſtraint upon our Actions, but even on our De- 
ſires: They regulate, every Motion, and bind up every 


Appetite to its good Behaviour ; they inculcate nothing 
| but Mortification, Perſecution, and Self-Abnegation in 
this World; and reſerve Pleaſures for the Future. They 
brought into the World a new Syſtem of Morality, 
they condemn'd thoſe Vices which Senſuality had deified, 
and canoniz d thoſe Vertues that were perſecuted by 
ſome, unknown to others, ang condemn'd by all, Na- 
ture indeed bids us love our Friends, but Chriſt com- 
mands us to ſtretch our Affections to our Enemies: We 


muſt return Favours for Injaries, Kindneſs for Hatred, 


and revenge Affronts with Pardon: We muſt place our 
Wealth in Poverty, our Glory in Ignominy, and our Am- 


bition in the Conqueſt of Heaven. Such mortifying Do- 


Arine in all Probability was more likely to ſcare People 
from Chriſtianity, than to draw em to it; and no doubt 


(3 Gongliel ſaid) it had began and ended at the ſame | 


S 4 Tie j 


the Dead might be 
good News to the Vertuous, yet it could meet with no 
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Time; its Riſe and its Fall would have had but on 


Epoque, had not God by the divine Influence of his 
Grace, conquerd the rebellious Hearts of Men, whilſt 
the Apoſtles ſet upon their Underſtanding with the Force 
of Reaſon and Miracles; that Mahometiſm ſhould di- 
late it ſelf to a prodigious Extent, is not ſtrange; it at. 
tacks Men on their weak Side, its Maxims fawn on Na- 
ture, and flatter Senſuality; it permits Crimes, and pro- 
miſes Impunity ; and yet it was announc d by the Sword, 
and preſsd on Mankind by Fire and Devaſtation; it 
went no farther than the Barbarians Conqueſt: And the 
Levant, with part of the Indies were Slaves before they 
became Mahometans : But the Increaſe of Chriſtianity 
is owing neither to Armies, nor Battles; it overcame 
the World by fuffering Humility and Perſecution ; and 
God made uſe of poor, ignorant, and weak Men, for 
the accomplifhing this great Deſign, that his Power 
might appear the greater. „ dk! 

Now, that what I have told you is true, what Surety 
do you require? To bid me ſhew you theſe Matters of 
Fact, is childiſh ; to call for a Mathematical Demonſtn- 
tion, is ridiculous ; and both impoſlible : We cannot be 
aſſur d of things paſt, but by Oral or Written Tradition; 
both which ſtand for me. I can bring you Avouchers of 
all Ages, and of all Countries: Some writ what they 
faw ; and ſeal d their Writing with their Blood; others 
have handed down to Poſterity what they receiv'd from 
their Predeceſſors: In a Word, a Man that will not be- 
lieve Facts contain d in my ſhort Account, by the ſame 
Rule muſt believe nothing; but to wave farther Diſpute, 
and not to enter into the vaſt Ocean of this Controver- 
ſy; I will only deſire you to grant, that tis probable 

hriſtian Religion was reveal'd by God. EET, 

Eudox. Well, I grant your Requeſt, ' but then we ih 

be juft where we were; for ſtill half your Task will r& 
main undone: For tho' God has reveal'd this Religion, 
by what Logick will you infer, that he commands all Men 
to embrace it. 1 


Euſeb. I thank you for minding me of my Duty, anl 
11it, 


I will diſcharge my ſelf of it in a Moment. Fi 

Chriſt bids his Apoſtles promulge his Law to all Nations: 
Then he ſays, that thoſe who are baptiz'd and believe, 
ſhall be ſav d; but thoſe who will not believe, — 1 
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condemned; that he will laugh at thoſe before the An- 
gels, who ſhall bluſh to'confeſs his Name on Earth: In 
fine; his 1 tells us we can be ſav d in no other Name 
but that of Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe Paſſages prove my The- 

, without- the trouble of Inference; they are plain 
without Gloſs or Comment. 


Eudox. Right, if you can aſſure me the places you 
quote are Canonical, id eft, either deliver d by Chriſt, or 
at his Command, by his Apoſtles. 

Euſeb. Why, Sir, you can no more queſtion the Pla- 
ces I cite, than the very Exiſtence of Chriſt, and of his 
Apoſtles ; for they ſtand on the ſame Bottom; Tradition 
that eſtabliſhes the one, confirms the other. 
n 20 08 oo onion, 

Euſeb. Thus much therefore I have gain d; *tis doubt- 
fol, whether there be 4 God or no : "Tis doubtful, whether. 
Chriſtian Religion be not the only ſaving Religion in the 
World. | td 55 I 
Theo. You have; pray make your Advantage. 5 
Euſeb. Iwill, Sir, and hope to improve my Advantage 
ſo far as to demonſtrate, that Atheiſts and Latitudina1i- 
ans ſeem to loſe their Reaſon the firſt Moment they a- 
buſe it; and that, tho' they pretend to ſquare their Be- 
lief and Conduct by the Rules of the moſt refin'd Pru- 
dence, they fail moſt wretchedly in the Execution. 

Theo. ] perceive, Exdoxus, we muſt preſently away to 
Bedlam it will not be amiſs to lay in Proviſions before 
hand: But Euſebius, you have much Buſineſs on your 
Hands, and before that be diſpatch'd, your Head may be 
in ſome diſorder alſo: To your Task, if you pleaſe. 


EEC eee 


DIALOGUE v. 


E being ſuppoſed doubtful, whether there be a God, or 
whether all Religions are Saving : The Atheiſts and 
Latitudinarians expoſe themſelves to extream Hazard. 


al. N E are agreed at preſent Theomac bus, that 
both theſe Propoſitions are uncertain: There 
od; there 45.u0 Godz and you Endoxws are * the 
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the ſame Rule tis falſe there is 4 God Again, if it be 
| Religion alone is Saving ; but if it be true the Chriſtia 
| Religion alone is Saving; then tis alſo falſe all Religion 
_ dition, 
oblig'd by all the Laws of Prudence, to chuſe that which 


an inconſiderable Gain, and threatens me with Ruin and 
Deſtruction, if falſe. Thi 

latum for Practice, and is no leſs evident, than any Axiom 
in Mathematicks is for Theory. By this Compaſs the 


Proſpect of Gain, in caſe Succeſs crowns his Enterprize; 
and that of Loſs, in caſe it end in Diſappointment an 
Miſcarriage ; he weighs his Hopes with his Fears; the 


falls upon his Neighbour, at leaſt with equal Forces 


not ſucceſsful. 
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ſame Terms with me concerning theſe two: Any Religin il 
is Saving. The Chriſtian Religion alone is Saving: H 


therefore it be true there is 4 God; tis certainly falſe 


there is no God; but then, if it be true there is no God, by 


true all Religions are Saving; then tis falſe the Chriſtin i 


are Saving: For God who can do all things, diſowns the 
Power of lacing Truth in both Members of a Contr; 
Now: 8 I enter upon my Proof. 
When two uncertain Opinions lie before me, Ian 


cannot prejudice me much, tho' it chance to be falſe, and 
will turn to my Advantage if it happen to be true; and 
on the contrary, 'tis an infallible Symptom of a crazy 
Judgment, to cloſe with that, which, tho' true promiſe 


his may be laid down as a Poſt 


wiſe Stateſman ſteers his Courſe; by this Card the 
thriving Merchant fails, and the cunning Gameſter mo- 
dels his Play by this infallible Maxim. A wiſe Prince 
before he engages in an Expedition, draws up the wholt 


Hazard of lofing, with the Probability of gaining ; and 
will never embark himſelf in an Enterprize hand ove! 
Head: When he knows (though Succeſs follows his Stat 
dard) he ſhall only maſter an inconſiderable Village, 0! 
a contemptible Town; but if it flies over to his Enemies 
his whole Kingdom will be the Reward of their Vido!), 
and the Price of his Defeat: On the other fide, if a Prin 


and knows (if Fortune favours his Arms) he thall ſubd 
a Kingdom; and though it frowns, he can only loſe# 
abandon d Bourg, and perchance not even that; in tW 
Caſe, tho' he be diſappointed of Succeſs, he carries + 
the Title of Wiſe and Prudent; he play'd his Game well 
though he loſt the Sett ; and every Man muſt be ſo juſt 
his Merit, as to confeſs his Venture was prudent, =" 
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A Merchant manages with Prudence and Caution his 
Affairs, when he has brought the whole Myſtery of Tra- 
ding to ſuch a Point, that his Gain may be exceſlive, 
Jand his Loſs cannot be conſiderable : But ſhould a Man 
Jof Traffick and Commerce, put twenty thouſand Pounds 
a. board a leaky Veſſel, and fend it to the Indies, through 
2s many Dangers as there are Shelves in the Sea, or 
Winds in the Compaſs, with the bare Hopes of gaining 
Six-pence ; would not you, and all the World poſt him 
up for a Madman ? Would you not think him fitter to 
Ilie in Bedlam, than to walk in the Exchange? 
Theom. Yes ſurely, I would judge him very rich, or 
ſuperlatively fooliſh ; and would Duct and Drake away 
my Money, rather than confide it to his keeping. 
Exſeb. Should a Man lay me ten to one at Croſs or Pile ; 
I ſuppoſe you would call me wiſe if I took the Bett? But 
then, If 1ſhould turn the Tables, and ſtake a Million a- 
gainſt a Farthing; would you not brand me with Folly 
and Extravagance ? Would you not conclude that either 
[knew not the true Value of Money, or thought it a 
Burthen ? For, at this rate I ſhould drain a Treaſure in 2 
Moment, greater than that of Fotoſi, and turn Bankrupt 
in ſpight of good luck it ſelf. I EM 
beom. You can run out in Poſitions that are un- 
doubtedly true: Pray wheel about to the Application; 
methinks you ſhoot at Rndom. | 

Euſeb. 1 am for you preſently ; When two Propoſitions 
re uncertain, by the Rules of Prudence you ought to chuſe 
that which cannot prejudice you, tho it chance to be Falſe ; 
md will infallibly turn to your Advantage, if it prove True. 
In the contrary, "tis an extream piece of Folly to regulate 
your Conduct by that Opinion, which will lead you into Ruin 
and Deſtruction, if Falſe; and cannot better your Fortune, 
Ir improve your Intereſt, though True. Now, thoſe Propo- 
tions are ſuppos'd by us uncertain ; There is « God; 
There is no God : All Religions are Saving; only the Chri- 
han Religion is Saving. You are therefore both oblig d 
in Prudence to embrace thoſe Opinions which will 
prove highly advantageous to you, if True; and will 
7. no Diſadvantage, if Falſe. 

Theom. We ſubſcribe to your Concluſion 
Euſeb. But you embrace thoſe Opinions,which, if Falſe, 
urry you into eternal Miſery ; and, if True, are not able 
Wet” EY | 80 
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Rules of Prudence and Reaſon ſo much extoll'd by A 
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they act by their own Principles? 


the worſe for uſing: Nay, methinks, a Proof that has 5 


God's Tribunal, and either receives Hell for the Puniſh- 
ment, or Heaven for the Reward of his Labours: Tho 


the Atheiſt more Home with this Argument, than ht 


268 The Gentleman Inſtructed. 


to advantage your Happineſs: What then remains but 
this Conſequence; that you both forſake thoſe glorious 
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theiſts and Latitudinarians, and neve 


i 


r regarded when 


1 


Theo. Ho Sir! You have been poring on Mouſiem 
Paſcal ; atleaſt you are not (I am ſure) of the Society; 
for thoſe good Fathers will not ſtoop ſo low as to take uy 
Arguments at ſecond Hand, or to uſe Weapons beaten 


on that Gentleman's Anvil. 
Euſeb. Under Favour ; Arguments are not like Cloaths, 


been on frequent Service, is like thoſe veteran Soldiers, 
who neither ſtart at the Noiſe of Muſquets, nor the Re: 
rt of Canons, Sir, let us not wake Monfieur Paſcal, 

e ſleeps quietly in his Grave; and if he has lajd Crimes 
at the ſeſuits Door they were not guilty of, he has lons i 
fince cry'd Peccavi ; he has anſwer d for his Letten at 


ſome have queſtion d his Charity, no Man ever doubtel 
of his Wit; and Iam pretty well convinc'd he prefil 


pinch'd the Jefuits with his Dialogues. However, let u 
ſtep ſoftly over him; the Gentlemen of Port- Royal are 
good Friends, but dangerous Enemies; and if you attack 
one, you draw the whole Fraternity upon you. 
Theo. Well, Sir, I deny, tho' this Propoſition be Falk, 
there is no God, I can receive any Diſadvantage. 
Eudox. And Iam of the ſame Opinion, tho" this hay 
to be Falſe, «ll Religions are Saving. © + 
| Euſeb. Let us then for the preſent ſuppoſe this Propol: 
tion is Falſe, there is no God; therefore this is true, tber 
75 4 Cod: Now if there be a God, he is Juſt. + | 
' Theo. He is. TT TRATRNS 8 
Eu ſeb. Therefore he muſt, and will puniſh thoſe who 
tranſgreſs his Law, and'queſtion his Authority : For he 
acts no leſs againſt the Laws of Juſtice, who winks 4 
Crimes, than he who martyrs Innocence: This we 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion; that criminal Indulgenc 
and Partiality ; both claſh with Juſtice ; the one exc? 
a Mean; the other falls ſhort of it: Now God cannot ai 


with Juſtice, unleſs the Puniſhment bears ſome Papo: jo 
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ich the Offence: Seeing therefore there is an infinite 
; Diſtance between the Offender and the Perſon offended ; 
e Puniſhment muſt be in ſome ſort Infinite; but it 


annot be Infinite in Intention; therefore it muſt be in 
itention or Continuance. 0 LIT 
Beſides, the Lives of the moft refin d Debauchees, 
un on in a never-interrapted Series of Proſperity ; they 
either groan under the Pangs of Sickneſs ; nor the 
Inrowvs of Poverty; they enjoy the Bleſſing of Health; 
Ind wallow in Abundance; their Undertakings, though 


hs, lid with Folly, come off with Succeſs; and ſo they 
has Marry off Profit and Applauſe, though their Conduct de- 
ers, eres Diſappointment and Contempt; they fail on pro- 
Re. Mperouſly with all Winds; and if ſometimes they ſtick up- 
(ca, WF" a Rock, they only perceive the Danger to get off 


ith Pleaſure. Now ſeeing God is Juſt ; and does not 
Wrag out theſe Malefactors to Execution in this World; 
Wis clear they will feel the weight of his juſt Reſent · 
Ment in the other. So that Theomachus, if there be a 
pod, you ſee what expects you hereafter: Juſtice, Re- 
Fenge, Torments, and Miſery. e 

But then, if Chriſtian Religion be true; and the on- 
in he faving Religion in the World; the Scene is ſhifted 
let u om bad to worſe ; from Horror to Amazement: And 
.eu Eudoxus are in the ſame Misfortune with your Friend. 
\rtact hough the Light of Nature tells us God will crown his 
Friends in the next World, and chaftiſe his Enemies: Yet 
Falſe, e Light of Nature cannot particularize either the Re- 
II ds or Puniſhments. This Arcanum we owe to Divine 
s hay evelation alone; and we have Grounds ſufficient, at 

et to make it highly probable he has reveal'd it; and 

ropol⸗ t be true, that he has, the Atheiſt and Latitudinarian - 
ly Croſs and Pile at an exceſſive Diſadvantage ; they 
ie an Eternity of Happineſs, and another of Miſery 
janſt a Bauble ; for they cannot loſe the firft, without 

fe wil ling foul on the ſecond ; like accurſed Cains, they 
For b be baniſh'd from the Face of God, and carry on 
inks Meir Foreheads a perpetual Mark of his Vengeance; 
Utheir Reprobation : They will fry in Pitch and Flame, 
1mſtone without Pity, without Compaſſion, and 
excerh hat is worſe) without Term, without Annihilation; 
nnot al dcan fancy frame a greater Torment, than always to 


barr'd of the Sight of God? And always to defire a 
| TT Glimpſe - 
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Glimpſe of that Infinite Beauty, than always to bun 
and rage with Devils, and always to deſpair of Releaſe 
ment; to theſe ſtrange Misforrunes do Atheiſts and I 
titudinarians expoſe themſelves, F there be 4 God; an 
if. Chriſtian Religion be the only Saving Religion in tu 
World ; and for ought you know both may be Tow 9 
| Theo, You follow your Adverſaries with ſo much Heat 
that you wound your ſelf in the Purſuit ; your very Al 
guments deftroy your Hypotheſis ; and whilſt you ſuppoꝶſ 
there may be a God, you very learnedly demonſtrate 
there is none. ar 5 
Euſeb. You have a mind to ſport, but ſeſts never in 
rove into Arguments, nor can Raillery grow up inn 
. c £24 | . 
Theo, Sir, you miſtake, Iam not in a jeſting Humour 
Pray, if there be a God, is he not Merciful ? | 
.  Ewſeb. He is. 8 | 
 . Theo. And if you ſuppoſe a God, and at the fant 
time prove, that he is unjuſt, unmerciful, nay, tyrannial 
and ſavage ; do you not pull down with one Hand, what 
you raiſe with the other? Does not your Proof fly in the 
Face of your Poſition ? You ſay, if there be a God, | 
ſhall feel the weight of his exaſperated Anger for all Ete- 
nity : I ſhall glow in Pitch, and boil in Brimſtone: Whit 
is this bur to clap the moſt exorbitant Tyranny on Mer 
cy it ſelf ? To blend Cruelty with Meekneſs ? Barbant 
with Juſtice ? To ſink an infinite Mercy into Cruely? 
And to turn God into a Chimera? © 
Jou may perchance ſcare poor Children, or ſilly We 
men with your Quivedo's Viſions of Hell; and ſwell hi 
Fancies into divine Revelation; but Men are not ſoealil 
impos d upon. I know if there be a God, he is merciful 
and that it is not Mercy's Othce to butcher, but to pi 
don : Beſides, you confeſs, that God is the Model 0 ul 
Perfection; that our Vertue is but a dark Beam of l 
How then can he command us (as yon ſay be does) to 
vage Atfronts with Favours? Jo lay down our Lives fot 
our Enemies; when he proſecutes his, with Racks 1 
Flames? Either therefore there is no Hell, or no Men 
in God; and then there will be no . Take whid 
part of the Dilemma you pleaſe ; I ſhall be pretty ſew 
againſt future Contingencies : So that you ſee, we Athel 
and Libertines walk on more even Ground than 700 0 
sine. 1 5 Ea 
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Euſeb. I might return your own: Argument upon you; 
and ſhew that you run his Mercy ſo high, that you quite 
adiccard his juſtice: But I will wave this Advantage, and 
ſingle out your Reaſons; which rather amaze, than con- 
Wl vince. You ſay God's Goodneſs hinders him from taking 
any cognizance of Crimes in the next World : There- 
fore it is lawful to trample upon his Majeſty ; to controul 
his Orders; and to ſpurn at his Commands: He who ſo 
dotes on our Perſons, cannot revenge the Offences : 
Therefore Blafphemy, Murders, Adulteries, and all 
thoſe Crimes that outrage Nature, and put even Atheiſts 
© to the Bluſh, are but indifferent Actions; they have no 
nore harm than what flows from Viſion, Prejudice, and 
Imagination: For were they Crimes, they would deſerve 
Puniſhment: in the next World : Now Mercy ties God's 
Hands, according to your new Syſtem ; and abſolves the 
Criminal. Hence it follows, that ſeeing no Action de- 
ſerves Puniſhment ; no Actions are Crimes; and by Con- 
ſequence there is no Law, for every Crime is a Tranſ- 
greſſion of the Law. This is a comfortable Pectrine for 
Whores and Rogues; and you deſerve a Penſion from 
Goals and Baudy-houſes. Such helps as theſe keep up 
the Trade, inrich the Hangman, and break down all the 
Barriers of Shame, to let into the World a Deluge of 
Lewdneſs, and Abominations. Thus whilſt you plead. 
for God's Mercy, you ſolicit for Vice, and turn Advo- 
ere toy lapletyo: © wn pn lh bag! ty JEST 
Igrant God is Good and Merciful ; and we need no 
other Evidence to illuſtrate this Truth; but that you 
breath and enjoy the common Bleſſing of Mankind : 
Had not God rather follow'd the mild Inclinations of his 
Mercy, than the more ſevere Laws of his Juftice, Pu- 
niſhment had trod on the Heels of your Crimes; he had 
tore you from your Debaucheries, in flagranti, and lefr 
not a Moment between the Sin and your Damnation : 
But, Sir, he has forgone his Right, and taken more mild 


with Patience, and call'd you to Repentance, when he 
might have deliver d you over to Puniſhment: No, I am 
told what bold Returns of Ingratitude you have made 
for this exceſſive Kindneſs : You have (more than once) 
1 the very Face of the Sun, to the Scandal not only of 
Religion, but of Humanity ; ſpit in the Face of — 

ee „ 


ethods; he has bore your Inſolence theſe) many Years 
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finite Mercy: Von have burleſqued his Goodnefs, Inf 
— deny'd he ever ſaw your Crimes, or ha ted em; 
becauſe he did not w_ them on the Spot, and pu 
an end to your Life and Hlaſphemies the ſame Moment: 
Vet after all theſe flaming Attempts againſt his Prerog- 
tive, and Perſon ; you not only live, but receive continu 
al Favours from his Munificence; he expects only a Fu 
” cavi to ſeal your Pardon, and to cancel your Offence 
but if you will ſtand to your abominable Principles, ani 
droll upon his Menaces; if you will puſh on Obſtinacy 
to the Grave; he will ſoften your hard Heart in Flames, 
and teach you by a diſmal Experience, that he wants nat 
Mercy, but that you do not deſerve to feel the Effects al 
fo amiable an Attribute. 
In ſhort, God is good, becauſe he created fo vile: 
Creature as Man, to ſo high a Fortune; becauſe, when 
our firſt Parent Adam withdrew himſelf from Duty, anl 
engag'd his whole Poſterity in open Rebellion, he wa 
_ pleas d to aſſume our Nature, to expiate our Sins with his 
Blood, and to breath into our Souls a new Life of Grace 
by his Death; becauſe he ſets a thouſand Wheels on work, 
to draw back Sinners to Repentance, and generally give 
them Time, and always Grace to look into their irregular 
Conduct, and to deteſt it: Theſe are undoubted Marks 
of a moſt ſolid Goodneſs; and by this Square, God 
commands us to model our Behaviour towards our Ene 
mies, and he has laid before us ſo compleat a Pattem, 
that we ſhall never be able to reach it. 
But then God has regard to Juſtice, even when he 
ſeems to abandon himſelf totally to the Conduct of Mer. 
cy; for theſe Perfections which ſtand at the Helm dt 
. * ment are never at Variance; their Advice is Uni 
form, and both conſpire to baniſh Confuſion, and to eli 
bliſh Order; for God's Mercy is nothing elſe, but a fir 
cere Intention to procure a Creature good, ſo far on 
as Order will permit: Therefore, when à Creature 
diſturb'd this Order, God's Mercy purſues the Crim 
nal, he offers him his Grace, and invites him a thouſans 
Times to re-eſtabliſh by Repentance, the Order he had 
broken by his Diſobedience : And then, if he will nd 
hearken to theſe kind Exhortations ; Juſtice forces Mi 
to re- ſettle it by Torments; for God, tho? he be Om" 
potent, cannot permit Diſorder; He muſt either deln 
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it in Time, by forgiving Sins, or in Eternity, by puniſh- ' 
Wing them. In fine, Sir, Mercy governs in this World, 
but its Commiſſion extends not to the other; there Ju- 
ice reigns alone, and either diſtributes Rewards, or in- 
Tits Puniſhment. Much good therefore may your Di- 
Wemma do you. There is a God, and He it Merciful : 
bereit 4 God, and He Is Fuft. If that be a Perfection, 

ois this, nor are they incompatible: For tho one Vice 
nay jarr with another, Vertues are of a more peaceable 
omplexion, they live in Union, and can lodge in the - 
Theom. I don't deny, but that Offences againſt, the 
Divine Majeſty may deſerve ſome Puniſhment ; and 1 
now, that if there be a God, he has Power to chaſtize, 
s well as to reward; but an Eternal Puniſhment is 


han Juſtice. I could allow well enough of a round Fit 
If the Gout, or Stone; or let God puniſh my Crimes 
n my Cattle with Murrains, Plagues, and Mortality, I 
m contented : But an Eternal Torment for one Eſcape 
jt Nature, for one Sally of Paſſion, can only proceed 
rom Exceſs of Uraelty,” 88 
Euſeb. We ſhould live under a moſt happy Govern- 
tent, were all our Judges of your ſoft Diſpoſition ; what 
erry Days ſhould we enjoy if Murtherers were only Pil- 
ry d? Sodomites Whi pt? And Traytors confin d to their 
odgings ? Such ſevere Laws, would no doubt diſarm 
ice, diſcourage Villany, and put all Roguery out of 
duntenance. But, Sir, tell me, would not ſuch over- 
rain d Mercy let looſe the whole Kennel of Abominati- 
ns? Would it not cut off all the Lines of Communica- 
on between Man and Man, and turn all into a Heap of 
onfuſion > Would not you judge thoſe more guilty who 
ade ſuch Laws, than thoſe who broke em? I am ſure 
du would call-out for ſome Grains of Severity, and ap- 
e More violent Remedy to cure the agonizing Go- 
ernment. Yet you are in an ill Humour, becauſe God 
des not ſteer his Conduct by thoſe condeſcending Me- 
lods you condemn; and if he did, you would as cer- 
indy arraign his Mercy, as now you impeach his Ju- 
ce. In a Word, T heomachas, as I told you above, 
= an infinite Diſtance between God and Man ; 
erekore the Malice of every Sin is as Divines * in 
| Es ome 


* 


ery laſting, and looks more like an Act of Tyranny, 5 
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ſome ſort Infinite ; therefore, it deſerves a Puniſhment; 
in ſome ſort Infinite. But it can be only Infinite in Du- 
ration; therefore every mortal Sin deſerves an eternal 
Puniſhment. How then dare you faſten on God Cruelty 
and Barbariſm, when he only Proportions the Pain to the 
- Offence. Sir, take my Advice: "Tis more ſecure fa 
vou to repent, than to complain; 'tis Madneſs to play 
with the ſupream Being, Ingratitude to treat ul the be 
of Friends, Frenzy to provoke the ſtrongeſt Enemy, _ 
Tyhbeom. If I carry God's Mercy too high you Kretc 
his Juſtice beyond all Proportion. What Equality can 
you diſcover between a momentary Offence, and a never 
ending Pain? Between a Malice that has ſome Boundj, 
and a Puniſhment that has none? Methinks, at leaſt nM 
Age of Torments may expiate a Day of unlawful Tle 
ſure : But to rack and torture a ſhort-liv'd Frailty, Eter 
nally ; is to ſtrain Juſtice to the very Pitch of Cruelty. 
Euſeb. No Doubt, Juſtice always Proportians the Pu 
niſhment to the Offence ; but then, this Proportion ca 
not conſiſt in an equal Duration of the Crime, and the 
Pain. I have known a Perjury that pals'd through 4 
D——'s Teeth in a Moment, pilloiy d a whole Hou: 
And I have ſeen the guilty Patient run the Gauntlet fin 
Newgate to Tyburn. Yet tho the Puniſhment was of 
longer Continuance, than the Oath ; who complain dd 
Cruelty, but thoſe very Raſcals that deſerv'd the Cor 
rection? Does not Juſtice ſometimes. take Criminals iy 
the Ears? And make the Guilty compound for tie 
Tranſgreſſions, with the Loſs of thoſe innocent Memben 
which ſeldom return to their Owners. Felons, Murthen 
ers, and Trayors by the Law of Nation. ſuffer Death 
that is a Puniſhment in ſome kind Eternal: And if th 
Soul be Mortal (as the Atheiſts contend) abſolutely. 
| becauſe it forces the Criminals into a State of Noth 
in which they muſt Eternally remain. The Vote“ 
Mankind runs therefore 3 your Notion of Equiſ 
and the Atheiſt's Idea of Juſtice is no, more defenli 5 
| than his Practice. Nay, Sir, if any Crime again! 
Prince or the Common. wealth can juſtly deſerve Deal 
one againſt God as juſtly deſerves Hell eternal y. 
For as on the one Side the Grandeur, Majeſty, _ 
Perfedions of God, ſurpaſs infinitely thoſe of the gr | 


and u2R abſolute Monarch that ever breath d: og 


ke g S 
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the other, our Obligation to obey, reſpect and love this 
- WE auguſt Maſter, riſes with his Greatneſs. Therefore an 


Offence againſt God, exceeds that againſt a Prince, at 
ty keaſt rerminative in the ſame Proportion,that the Perfecti- 
ons of the one, excel the Baſeneſs of the other. There- 
fore as there can be no Compariſon between the Offen- 


ces, there muſt be none between the Puniſhments. Now 
let the Puniſhment of a Crime againſt God be never fo 
great, if it be not Eternal, there muſt of Fe be ions, 


roportion between it and Death, the juſt Puniſhment o 


a Treaſon againſt the Perſon of a temporal Prince: There- 
ver WWW fore no Puniſhment can equal an Offence againſt God, 
nds, WW anleſs it be Eternal, 8 
Nuß Theo. You ſuppoſe, when we recreate Nature, we ere& 
lev WW 4 High Court of Fufice, and commiſſion Judge to arraign 
ter him; this is a Theological Speculation. No, no, we 
ty. are ſo far from queſtioning his Authority, or impeach- _ 
e Pr Ming his Majeſty, that we do not even think of him in | 
call our Debauchees : We intend not to diſpleaſe him; but 
d the ito pleaſe our Appetites; to regale our Senſes, and en- 
gt LORD GE OR RS SRO ̃7˙— u : 
our Exſeb. This is an excellent Plea for Thieves and Mur- 
\ From WWderers ; and (would it hold) the Government might ſhut 
so Newgate, and pull down the Gallows ; for few High- 
od dWraymen think of his Majeſty, or his Laws, while they 
Norder and take Purſes on the Road. Let us ſuppoſe 
als Vene of thoſe Gentlemen on the Ladder, haranguing thus 
; thee Spectators. Good People! I am brought to an un- 
oben; imely, and (what is worſe) to a moſt thameful End, 
uthereainſt all the Laws of Juſtice. I was brought to the Bar 

eier affronting his Majeſty: The Jury has found me 
8 uilty ; and the Judge condemn'd me. Now I proteſt, 


never harbour'd an unbeſeeming Thought of his Ma- 
ty. I have ſerv'd my Sovereign at the Expenee of my 
lood ; and was always ready to maintain his juſt Rights 
nd Prerogatives with my Life and Fortune. I follow d 
ly Maſter to Steenkerck and Norwinde, and loſt ſome 


nl lech, and my Money in his Service: At my Return, I 

Dean = put to my Shifts, and could meet with no Relief, 
on the Highway: Here I providentially fell upon a 
fly, A reſent Supply, I truſt up a Brace of Lawyers, and ca- 
ih ba ſolitary Parſon ; but in all my Expeditions, I ne- 


fr dreamt of his Majeſty : How then could I affront or 
: T 2 offend 
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ceſs, and the Subject, that an Injury offer d one, muſt 


Knight of the King's Highway an Atheiſt's Plea ? He 
0 of the King's 
Fou outrag'd Nature) you never dreamt of God. Sir, 
His Right is founded in his boundleſs Perfections. Thoſt 
is to affront his Perſon : So that though Sinners do not 
for a vile Worm to contend with, and dare fo great, ſo 


auful a Ma jeſty, is to over-thoot Inſolence it ſelf. 


me, could I perſuade my ſelf, my Soul would ms 


yu defend your Cauſe without drawing upon Nature! 


by demonſtrating the Immortality of the Soul; but! 
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vffend her? What Relation is there between the Prin- 


5 


Loyal Speech reverſe the Sentence? . 
Tbeom. No: I think Mr. Sheriff would bid Jack-ketch 


rebound' on the other? What think you? Would this 


ö „„ 
Euſeb. Lam of your Opinion: But then has not this 


* 
5 


cries not Guilty, good ns of Becauſe in the actual Tran. 
Laws, he never thought of his 
Majeſty ; and you plead for Impunity, becauſe (hilf 
God is abſolute Monarch of the Univerſe: He owes hit 
Title to Soveraignty, neither to Birth, nor Election: 


Laws of Nature you tranſgreſs without Scruple or Re. 
morſe, are of his making; and to controul his Order, 


queſtion his Authority; at leaſt they deſpiſe it: No 


Thbeom. Well; God's" Juſtice, together with Devil 
Flames, Darkneſs, and Deſpair, would diſcompoſe 


vive my Body; but, alas, we enter into the Word 
like Beafts ; and make as inglorious an Exit: Our Þv 
dies fall into Duſt ; and our Souls into Nothing: Twer 
ty Years hence I ſhall be, what I was a 'Thoufanl 
Years ago; a mere non ens, uncapable either of Pain d 
Pleaſure. A „ ee 

* Exſeb. This Evaſion chills my Blood. What can! 


Nor prove you are no Fool, without confefling your ſel 
4 Beaſt ? I could eaſily force you from this Retrenchmenh 


leave this Enterprize to a more convenient Seaſon. j 
the mean time, I only deſire to know, whether yon a 
ſure, the Soul ends with the laſt Breath: Without Ce 
tainty, you are juſt where you was; expos'd to tit 
miſerable State, that'reſpe&ts Atheiſts, if there be a Gn 
Tell me then, are you ſure Mens Souls are Mortal : 4 
Tbeom. When 1 compare the Operations of Beaſts 1 
thoſe of Men, methinks we ſtand on the ſame * 


* . 
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t a Voice within; tells me I am of a more noble Ex- 
traction; and this Hof Whiſper peſten my Brain Kinn 
Doubts, and my Heart with Fears. 

Euſch. Perchance therefore your Soul is Crna 
W Perchance there is a God, a Hell, and a Heaven: Per- 
chance Chriſtianity -is the 'only ſaving Religion in the 


vi: WE World. Now if theſe Things were real, (and for oughr 
He vou know they zre) what will become 'of Atheiſts and 
nf atitudinarians? How nicely will they have manag'd 
his WE cheir Affairs; when they ſee themſelves ſtript of all 
mn A Title. to Heaven, and find. an Eternal 5 prepa- 
Sir, red in Hell? Yau fee what Hazard you. run; and theres, 


fore I muſt conclude: your Conduct is fooluh, and mad 
Ito Frenzy; unleſs you can make good to Evidence, that 
if your Opinions prove true, you ſhall enjoy ſome Good, 
that counterpoiſes the eternal Loſs of Heaven; nay, 2 
the exorbitant Tortures of Hell: ; for. to, Jil ue the 
without good Warrant and Caution, is . and 
even Fury beyond a agance. I L have af Fro 
juſt dub ject of your Fears; Favour: me he. Fake 
en Hape ) on e e 
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The e Atkeins and | Latitudinatians cas 82 if 
chere be no God; cd if all Religions are Saving, 4s 
ir comparable'to rhe Diadem age they fear, "if there he 1 
God; e one Religion a oy be Saving, 5 
| $76 40 | mY 2 {1 (1; 4. 111 145 | 
7 TIDY DE afign'd it me an caſy 1 Lask. Skis and 

” TIundertake. it with Pleaſure: You: have 
Prawn up 2 frightful Pill of our, Lpfles, if there be H; 
and if one Religion only be Saving ;.I mill balance it with 


mother of our Hainz if we are in the Righr; ;and;!then 
you'll confeſs Our Affairs are- In a berrer Poſture than you 


— and perchance than vou with ; if we venture 

1 e fer more; the Haryeſt balances ur 

oye —_ pence, I know. .ngt;.throngh what Eror 

ih ve you view the Healy 16 O i thin. 18. 
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pre reſent us a fine Proſpe&; and in ſpight of the moſt ſever 
hiloſophy, dart forth too melting Charms to be oontemp- 
tible. No doubt Life is a 1 Bleſſing ; tis above 
Purchaſe, and cannot be over - rated; but then Pleaſun 
alone raiſes its Value: Diveſt it of leaſing Senfations, 


and "twill become a Burthen. Were 1 ſure never to be 
pleas'd, I ſhould unwiſh my ſelf, and Bribe ſome Brus 
to difp atch me: I ſhould fall ont with my Exiffence 
and E to return to my Quondam Nothing. How vali. 
able then is Pleaſure, that can ſet fo vaſt a Price on { 
mean a Thing? And! give it the firſt Place in our Wiſhes, 
that would take up the laſt in our Deſires ? 1 know Ulm 
tur'd Philoſophers, and viſionary Bivines, have employ 
their Rhetorick to run down Pleaſure, and to talk it ot 
of Countenance. They have libell q it theſe. thouſand 
Fears, and attack d it with 1 IEE drawn from Dog. 
Zerel and Invective: Yet it ſtands its Ground, and main. 
tains its Poſt with Reputation. Time, that lay $ ys open the 
Defects of other Th ngs, has (it ſeems) diſcover'd fome 
| ions in Pleaſure; for tis now courted more thai 
ever: And this fair Helen has more Gallants than tha 
of Greece: It grows not cheap under Trial; but rife 
under Uſe a 1 Expertgent ; ; it neither gluts, nor ſur 
feits; its Beauty is always in the Flower, and out of 
the Reach of Age. Cities haye cha 1155 ces; Empires 
have ſunk under the Weigh it of ck wn Greatneſs; 
new Cuſtoms have worn 5 the Memory of the old: 
But "the Defire of Pleafure has never vary d: This "runs 
in all our Veins: We took it from our no 
RY; to ru N the pr n _ 
ture, and almoſt. x ation. Nen 
it ſeems ſtrange that all Met a of dete or b *D eformity, 
and run into the Embracements of Nothing ; that the 
| ſhould prize above all Things, what'i is below Price 
fo turn Fools or men for Compi ny. Vou will per 
chance tell mey that am miftaken in my ny Gill 
and” marſhal up a:Brigade of Anchorites, to confute'n) 
Arithinetick, - ' Theſe Men (you Il ſay) made War qpon 
Pleaſure, * They : faſted and diſeiplin d themſelves into! 
Loathing of it; and ſonietimes mur'd up a Senſe to for 
tify the Avenues againſt ſo vile, and ſo treacherous 4 
Enemy. Theſe Men therefore who thus perſecuted h 
ſures, were neither fond of 1 its Charms, nor yell conn 
of i ite Excellence. 8 
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But according to the Proverb, One Swallow nales not 4 
Sammer; your rare. Example of Abſtinence and Morti- 
fication, cannot weaken my univerſal Induction: They 
leave it in its entire Force; nay, they ſtrengthen it; far 
yon gaze on ſuch Men as Miracles; and propoſe them to 
the World, rather to be admir'd than imitated ; Nay, 
they tory Pleaſure whilſt they renounc'd it; and fo 
only ſhov'd it away with one Hand, and drew it to them 
with the other: For as there is oftentimes a ſecret Pride 
even in Humility ; fo there is a Pleaſure in Self-denial ; 
and all that you can prove by theſe Examples is, that 
Men's Palates have different Contextures; and what 
| tickles gently ſome, grates 7 others : In a Word, to 
queſtion the Goodneſs of Fleaſure, is to deny Experi- 
ment, and contradict Demonſtratio n. 
uus, Sir, you ſee if Atheiſts hazard Something, they 
© hope for More : Pleaſure, Satisfaction, and a moſt hap- 
py Life, balance: all thoſe Miſeries which may befal us 
after Death. For my part, I cannot think, that the fond- 
eft Imagination can over-flouriſh, or even paint to the 
Life, the Happineſs of thoſe who never check Nature, 
but give her the Reins, and follow blindly her Directi- 
ons. They can regale ere rege feaſt Revenge, and 
treat Senſuality with Splendour: Theſe odd Notions of 
Good and Evil, fume into the Head, they raiſe Damps 
on the Conſcience, and daſh Delights with Gall and 
Wormwood. IF we muſt pen up our Appetites, and 
confine 'etn to — adieu (gi toy La R 55 
ty, we properly enjoy Nothing, when we refuſe our Paſ- 
ſions any Ming. But when we follow the Bent of Na- 
ture, and ſwim down the Current of Inclination, tis 
then we poſſeſs a Bliſs equal to your ſe much talk'd of 
Heaven, But with this only Difference that it wants 
Immortality. Now Euſebius, where is your Folly : If 
our Opinions are falſe, tis ſure we ſhall be undone here- 
after: But then if they prove true; our Happineſs will 
be greater than our Miſery can be, tho they prove falſe : 
For if we Side with the Belief of a God, and of Chriſtian 
Religion, and live up to the Rigour of thoſe Beliefs ; 
we diſcard our felves of all the Pleaſures of Life z nay, 
and turn it into a Torture. Now Miſeries in the Hand, 
pinches more than Miſeries in Reverfjotn. 
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of our Privilege: If we believe a God, and the Myſte. 
ries of Chriſtianity, we muſt enſlave Reaſon, and regu 


to Day, what we ſhall disbelieve to Morrow. Now this 


2 Prerogative of the Deity. Add this Eu ſebius, to what. : 
 Theomachns has already 3 ; and you will have lit 


Euſeb. I cannot well determine Theomachas, whether 


and Senſuality, is both ſhameful and ſcandalous. But to 
turn Advocate for Brutality z to canonize Debauche- 
Ties, and idolize Murders, Thefts, and Adulteries, is to 
throw down the Incloſures that ſeparate Men from Beafty 
W clap Reaſon in the Dungeon, and Senſe: on the 
Throne. $12 


in our Days, as in thoſe of Æſop, they would have dif 


Wit enough to crowd ſo many Follies, Blaſphemies, and 
Impieties, in ſo ſmall a Compaſs 3 nor Impudence u 


on and Law, Pleaſure may be tolerated ; yet let unlaw- 
ful Deſires appear never ſo charming, they are certainly 


à Satisfaction (tho' never ſo glittering) at the Expence 


The Gentleman Inſlrufed. 
| Fudox. Theomachus, you have forgot the topping Branch 


late our Opinions by the Rules of Revelation: We muf 
both ſhackle and hoodwink our Underſtanding, and 
ſtretch em on the Rack, to force em to deny firſt Prin. 
ciples. But when we act by our Maxims, we breath z 
more open and free Air: We can toſs our Aſſent from 
one Side of the Contradiction to the other: And believe 


intellectual Freedom is of a finer Nature, than any Plez- 
ſure of the Senſe; tis an Appendix of Beatitude, and 


tle Reaſon to lay at our Door Folly and Raſhneſs. 
your Speech deferves an Anſwer, or Indignation. Such 
daring Impieties ſurprize me. The Practice of Lewdneſ 


Had Bulls, Boars, and Goats the Power to harangue 


play d their Rhetorick on the ſame Subject; but, | 
doubt, whether they would have ſcrew'd it up to your 
Pitch of Excellency. No, no; they would not have had 


flouriſh'on Lewdneſs in the Preſence of Men. 
So long as we keep within the Bounds of Moderati 


contemptible, becauſe unwarrantable; and he who buys 


of Duty, is ſure to over-purchaſe : The outward App® 
rance of Things, cannot be the true Standard of thei! 
Value. Tinſel glitters no leſs than Gold, and a falle 
Guinea often ſhines more than a true one, We mi 

waſh off the Fucut, before we can frame a right Jo 
ment, or diſtinguiſh Sterling from counterfeit Coin, 2 


* 0 
1 
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| [ares affect the Organ well enough, but then they ute 
pon Reaſon ; they always'giye us a troubleſome Fare- 
Peel, and make room for Repentance, I am confident, 
Wir, that the Ghoſts of your paſt Delights have ſome- 


nd {imes diſorder'd you more, than the living Pleaſures di- 
in. Perted you, and you have wilh'd undone in a Calm, 
1 hat you did in a violent Tranſport of Paſſion,  _ 


A Man (as you ſay) who was ſure never to be pleas'd, 
ould have no great Reaſon to be,over-fond of his Be- 
Ing. For Pain and. Suffering, without any Relation to 
Wnother World, are very troubleſome Advantages ; but 
When, who can be pleas d, when nothing but Riot and 


hat urury deſerves no Exiſtence : He is a Shame to Nature, 
liv nd a perfect Scandal to his Kin. 


You would fain draw a Proof for the Excellence of 


cher I leaſure, from the NMultitude of its Abettors. But you 

ach o not conſider, that you have choſen an untoward Me 
neb en: For Judgments are not to be fram'd by Fractice, 
it to ut Reaſon. The Generality, you know, ſtick in the 


che. urface of Things, and are ten Times more bigotted 
isto ich Appearance than Reality. Ask the high-flown De 
aſl, {hzuchees, and they will confeſs their Judgments jarr with 


e 
. Fg 6k 266 20 2 : "It © 
heir Condu& | they even condemn Wickedneſs, wh 
ß ae cndedhhs 


ngue WH But Pleaſure never plats, A Le Why then are 3 
di. Nu always on the Change? Why do you feaft 58 

it, I aſons with new Ragouſts, but to whet your Appetite 

1 th arjety, and to entertain it with freſh Appea- 

> ANCes : 7g 8 "Ss b | cs RATA | X 4 wi : C 

and To ſay we are as eager in the Purſuit of Pleaſure as 

ce w r Forefathers were, proves only we carry about us the 

me Corruption, that our Nature bends to ill, as theirs 

erat · lid: And that we are all Children of the ſame rebellious 

nlau- arent. Their Judgments varied from their Practice, 

ain) d fo do ours. They ſought out Vaults to ſhade their 

> buys pieties, and buried their Abominations in Darkneſs 

pence Md Privacy: And this is a ſhrewd Argument, that they 

\pper d not eſteem much theſe Things they bluſh'd at. 

their I Believe ir, Sir, I am able to bring more than Divines and 

1 falſe c borete, who have laſhd unlawful Pleaſures, and bur- 

, mult ud them, I could produce ſome of your own Tribe 

-Todg: d Diſcipline, who deſerve Credit, becauſe they ſpeak 

\ Plet: WP Experience,” J took a Turn the other Day to the 5 ö 
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King's-Bench to viſit à Friend; I found him in the Cowl 
pany of ſome other Gentlemen, who had taken up they 
Lodgings in that melancholy Retirement. Diſcontent il 
on Hep Faces ; every Poſture mark d Impatience, an 
every Word both Repentance and Deſpair : They uf 
_ vut-liv'd their Eſtates; and (what was worſe) all Hom . 
_ of regaining em: I pity'd their Misfortune; but wie 
J underſtood they had Raffled em for Wine, and barter 
em for Miſes ; my Pity turn d almoſt into Tndignation 
I thought with my ſelf they deſervd no Eftate, wil 
knew ſo ill to manage one; but at leaſt, (ſald T wil 
a Smile) you have had Pleaſures for your Money; 20 
| You feel even now this Satisfaction, that once you wall 
Happy. Quite contraxy, (ſaid they) our former Feld 
7 preſſes harder upon us than our prefent Miſery : Ani 
then they run out into ſuch Tamer) againſt crimind 
Pleaſure, and rated Debauchery, with ſuch a Path ali 
Energy, that I cafily ſaw they ſpoke from the Heart, aid 


: 


I believe thoſe Gentlemen who lie under the Surge 
Hands; who are ty d up to Faſting, and Meroyry, al 
drivil out in a Stove the Relicts of your incompatall 
Pleaſures, are much of the Coop'd-up Squire's Mind. I 

tho the Vintners and Harlots. have not invaded de 
| Purſes, nor Luxury, like a Whirl-pool, ſwallow thei 
Lands, yet Diſeaſes have over-ſet Health, and aun 
ſank their Bodies into the Grave. But I have follow 
you too far, tis time to leave you ; only I will 40 
that I cannot eſteem that Great, which makes me 14 
and tumbles me below my Level. Reaſon is 2 Preroy 
tive, no Nuſance ; and I am not diſpos d to Mortgages 

For all your Boaſting, I fear Atheiſm cannot ſuppft 
thoſe odd Notions of Good and Evil; they alarm j® 
| Fears, awake your Conſcience, and ſprinkle you! q 
lights with the unpalatable Ingredient of Pitch and 
phur; but if they do not, it only follows, that 0 
Underſtanding is drown'd in Senſuality, that yo 4 
is ſunk into Frenzy; and ſo that you are ſtark Mad un 
your Mabometical Happineſs. 2 * 
- - I confeſs, Eudaras, that the Pleaſure of the Mice 
ſame Value; it appears better ſhap'd than that of Sen 
it ſhines brighter; it's longer liv'd ; and beſides 2 
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thing of Miſtineſs or Brutality : But then I cannot con- 
ccive, why this Satisfaction muſt be ſolely ingroſs'd by 
Atheiſts and Latitudinarians: You ſay we molt enllave 
our Underſtanding when we embrace Chriſtianity, and 
ba egulate our -Judgments by Divine Revelation: ou 
ray, is this ſuch an Outrage to Reaſon ? Does not 


o perfectly all Things? STS. 


tion E ſeb. Does not his Revelation agree with his Know- 


= Eudox. It does; for certainly he cannot tell a Lye. 
W Exch. Now: God never commands us to believe any 
Myſtery, unleſs it be evidently credible he has reveal'd 
St; from whence it follows, that Chriſtians are fo far 
From Hoodwinking, or forcing Reaſon, that Men cannot 
act more 'rationally ; for ' thus they proceed. Whatever 
Bod reveals is True + But God hat Reveal d the Myſtery of 
the Trinity : Therefore it is True. The firſt Proportion is 
vident : The ſecond is evidently credible : For till the 
Revelation appear evidently credible, no Chriſtian lies 
under any Obligation of believing ; and when it comes 
p to ſuch an Evidence, no Man can disbelieve ir, with» 
out Imprudence. Tis true: The Myſtery remains in 
Darkneſs and Obſeurity; tho' I believe that God is One, 
and Three; yet Lam ignorant of the Manner; nor, am 
| oblig'd to know it : God has left that as a Subject of 
Diſpute," to'exerciſe our Wits 3 not dur Faith. 
Gentlemen, you fee when Accounts are adjuſted, you 
ire not ſo much before-hand with the World, x$ you ima- 
zined ; but to.Pavour you more than I am oblig d; leric 
de granted, that Pleaſures are ten times more valuable 


aan you pretend ; at leaſt they cannot out- laſt Time; 
appt they move towards their Period and can accompany 
m fa du no farther than the Grave; when once you have lain 
ur fn that cold Bed, Plexfures xe Wing, and diſappear 3 
and your Body is made over to the Worms; and (if there be 
at od) your Soul will be deliver'd into the Hands of un- 
our erciful Devils. Sir, tell me, would you accept of the 
fad empire of the Univerſe, together with all the beaſtial 
ne aſtimes of Sardanapalus, or Heliogabalus, if you were 
lin pure afterwards” to be ſtretch'd on Racks, to live on 


dench, and to be regal d with Toads and Vipers for che 
Pace of twenty Years ? = 38 "62 CD ene ee 
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Theo. No furely. 911551134 7:5. not 
Euſeb. Yet every Atheiſt, or Latitudinarian, cannot 
hope for Crowns or Scepters ; they cannot gratify their 
Senſuality with ſo high-ſeaſon'd Lewdneſs, as thoſe tuo 
wretched Princes; notwithſtanding (if there be a God) 
they muſt buy their minute Satisfaction, neither with 
Iortures, nor Toads, nor the Torments of tiyenty Years 
but of Eternity : If therefore you will not: purchaſe 
temporal Enjoyment, with a temporal Puniſhment ; why 
will you buy a temporal and fleeting Satisfaction, with 
a Puniſhment that is Eternal? 22: 
Theo. Pain is a very lively Perception; it flaſhes upon 
the Organ with a vaſt Impetuoſity; and puts our whole 
Machine in Diſorder; tis ſtronger than Pleaſure; ani 
keeps it at a Diſtance, when we have it not, and tum 
it away when we have it: Hence I would not take twen- 
ty Years of Satisfaction, with a ſure Reverſion of tweny 
Years of Pain; for this.will certainly more afflict N. 
ture, than that can pleaſe it: But the Pains of Hell, and 
Pleaſures of Heaven, are wholly uncertain; and theſe 
Atheiſts aſſur d; ſo that tho thoſe Pains compar d pre 
ciſely with the Pleaſures, are infinitely. greater; yet, i 
you conſider thoſe in a State of Uncertainty, and theſ 
in a State of Certainty, we muſt give theſe the Prec 
dence ; and this is conformable to that capital Marin; 
N what is Certain, and leave bat i: Lucertain. Cin 
me leave to frame this ſhort Syllogiſm ;.*Tis;dmprodent 
to part with what is Certain, for whe 4 Uncertain.; In 
the. Pleaſures of Heaven, and Pains of Hell are Unceridit; 
and theſe of this World are Certain ; therefore, tis Impri 
dence to, quit the Pleaſures of this Life out ef Fear af. fel 
into Hell, or out of Hope of ſcying into Heauen. 55 


* 
* * 


Eee. The Force ot your Diſcourſe. is wound, up.if 


F 4 4 


Jour Maxim, and the Syllogiſm is but à mere Deduction 
Jo that if your Foyndatign be weak, the'Superfiructui 
fills to the Ground: Now, Sir, I muſt tell you; Jof 
grand Principle is not univerſally true; and, by col 
quence-unfit for the Poſt you have put it in; unkb ! 
be ſtrain d, and us d with Diſcretiqn,, it proygs nethif 
but Sophifityg.ul N 10 gab, Jo. gown 
For, does not the Husba ndman cultivate and mani 
his Ground af the certain Expence of both his aſe 1 
Money ? Yet his Gain is as uncerrajn as the Wia 
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Wkirfons. Another takes up at the Temple; he ſinks his 
not rurſe, and beats his Brain with plodding over Cook and 


Nopes to beat a Fortune out of his Labour and Expences ; 
ih et tho he certainly lays out his Money, and facrifices 


is Expectation may be baulk d; and after twenty 


chan he was the firſt Day he ſet out. = 

Our Merchants put to Sea with a good Cargo; they pur- 
ue Profit into the Indies; the Danger of their Perſons 
Bs 8 they expoſe their Commodities to all the Ca- 
ualties 0 


Men confute your Maxims by Practice? And who ever 
ndicted em of Imprudence? Or tax d em of Folly? 


his Principle; that oftentimes tis the part of a pru- 


and were it otherwiſe, there would be ſo little Buſineſs 
n the World, that Mankind might ſit croſs-arm d, or 
all together by the Ears to avoid Idleneſs: Men's Un- 
lerſtandings would grow downward, their Courages 
Would ſhrink up; Induftry would turn off in Lethargy, 
and the whole World would fall back into its primitive 
gnorance, 55 . „„ 
Theo. I know the Principle comprehends a Latitude, 
and is not true without Reſtriction. ? * 


onvicted it of Error, you ſhall have time to argue, why 
dentence ſhould not paſs upon it. When the Good we 


azard; it would be a piece of the higheſt Extravagance, 
mich is only equal or inconſiderably greater; and withal 
> procure the uncertain, we are but juſt where we were; 
bt what we hop'd for, but even of what we poſſeſſed: 


it ſupports not your Cauſe; for there is no Proportion 


ſuppoſe 


W7 i:tleton ; he pores Night and Day upon the Code, and 
W-onfounds himſelf with the Inſtitutions and Pandects, and 
Wis Repoſe; he is not certain to reach his Pretenſions'; 


ears, he may be no farther advancd in the World, 


Wind and Weather, that lay before very ſafe 
n Magazines; the Gain is ill affur'd : Do not then theſe 
In fine, Sir, che whole Commerce of Life rouls upon 


dent Man to quit what is certain, for what is uncertain; 


Euſeb. A little Patience if you pleaſe; when I have 


hope is equal, or inconſiderably greater, than what we 
0 expoſe what we poſſeſs in Peace and Quiet, for thar 
ery uncertain: If by the Loſs of the certain, we chance 
dut if we fail in our Purſuit, we ſhall not only fall ſhore 
In this Caſe your Axiom may be allow'd of, but then 


between thezmoſt lucious, Pleaſures of Life, which you 
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ſuppoſe certain, and thoſe of Heaven you ſuppoſe um 
— 8 ; for thofe are built on No ROT Foundati. 
on of Time; and in ſpite of Care, within che Spade of 
ſiome Years, muſt touch their fatal Period and flaſh in- 
to Nothing; whereas theſe are infinitely better qualifi. 
ed, they ſtand on a ſtable Bottom ; they never wither, ne- 
ver die: So that tho' we conſidet the Joys of Heaven in 
a State of Uncertainty, and thoſe of Time in a State of 
Certainty ; thoſe muſt prevail, becauſe the exorbitant 
Greatneſs of the Divine Bos of Heaven accompanie( un 
with an eternal Duration, are more advantageous than th 
the trifling Satisfactions of Senſe, tho ſtampt with the 5 
charming Attractives of Certainty and Poſſeſſion. g 
For would any Man (who had one Grain of Prudence) Ml 74 

' accuſe me of Folly. or Raſhnefs ; if I ſhould venture 2 Ml *- 
Penny upon a well-grounded Preſumption of gaining a Ml ! < 
Million? Would not you and all the Merchants in the 12 
Nation ſhare in the Venture? Yet, in this Cafe, we Ml che 
mould quit the Certain for the Uncertain. Now, A ſec 
there be 4 God, if the Chriftian Religion be the only Saving 
Communion in the World; and you live up to the Precept 
_ ef Reaſon and the Gofpel ; after this Life you will enter 
upon the Poſſeſſion of a Bliſs that ſurpaſſes all the brutiſh 
and fond Enjoyments of Senſe, more than a Million er- 


ceeds a Penny; for between theſe two Sums there is 4 
ſome Proportion, but all the Geometricians in Emrope unc 
can never find a Medium Proportionale, between what is Are 
J ( ESE F 
Indeed, if you ſhould ſquare your Conduct by the i Nor 
ſevere Rules of Chriſtian Morality, and afterwards find No! 
no God to recompence your Vertue ; or that you might and 
have purchas d an equal Glory, following the more con- aſs 
deſcending Precepts of other Religions, you would be at ala 
ſome. Loſs ; i. e. you would have debarr'd your ſelf of Lev 
fome lewd Senfations to little purpoſe ; but this Dilap- YOu) 
e e cannot be put in the Scale, againſt thoſe vaſt P f 
Treaſures you might pretend to, if there were a Gov f . 
and if only one Religion were Saving: If therefore, he 3 
who ſhould refuſe to hazard a Penny on a moſt prudent -3 


Ex pectation of gaining a Million, would in the Opinion 
of all Mankind, commit a Folly almoſt too extravagant 
for Bedlam it ſelf ; why ſhall we fear to brand Atheift 


and Latitudinarians with Frenzy and Madneſs, who 75 
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fer 2 paultry Content before a Pleaſure that is Eternal ? 
Your grand Principle, Leave not the Certain fur the Uncer- 
tain, cannot relieve you, becauſe it has no place in the 
prefent Diſpute ; for there is no Proportion between the 
Happineſs of the other World, which you ſuppoſe Un- 
certain, and the Pleaſure of this, you ſuppoſe Certain ; 
for no Arichmetick is able to multiply Moments. into 
Eternity. Now I anſwer your Syllogiſm. 5 
Ii Imprudence to part with what is certain, for what is 
uncertain ; but the Pleaſures of Heaven are uncertain, and. 
tho ſe of Life are certain; therefore tis Imprudence to quit. 
the Pleaſures of this Life for thoſe of Heaven, 
1 diſtinguilh the firſt Propoſition ; "Tis imprudent ta 
part with what is certain, for what is uncertain : If what 
is uncertæin be conſiderably greater than what. is certain? 
deny it: If it be only equal, or inconflderably greater; 
I orant it: I tranſmit the ſecond Propoſition ; and deny 
the Conſequence ; Pray take Notice I do not grant the 
ſecond Propoſition ; far the firſt Part is only true in our 
reſent Suppoſition ; and the ſecond is abſolutely falfe ; 
or thoſe Pleaſures you ſo much talk of, are as uncertain 
as any Thing can be; ſo that tho' your famous Axiom 
were never ſo true, tis impertinent to the preſent Diſk 
pute ; ſeeing your Gain is. as doubtful as your Loſs, _ 
Theom. What, will you maintain our Pleaſures are 
uncertain ? If you can make that out; I confeſs Affairs 
are in a worſe Poſture than I fancyd. 
Euſeb. 1 will maintain it; and demonſtrate it too, 
Tour Pleaſure, Sir, conſiſts in the Satisfaction of Senſe: 
doe all ſuch Satisfaction is very Expenſive: Burgundy 
dend Champaigne Wines grow not at London; they muſt 
wy the Seas ; and before. they are fit for an Atheiſt's 
alate, the Price runs high: You muſt give the Vintner 
leave to rate em at Pleaſure ; and thank him for his Fa- 
vour, if he gives you a Bottle for an Angel. Ragouſts are 
as coſtly : Cooks will not toil for 'em, unleſs they. be 
well paid ; they value their Sweat as high as the Vintner 
does his Champaigne ; and you can rely no more on. the 
Conſcience of the one, than of the other; for neither is 
trait-lac'd, and you muſt ſtand to their Mercy: If you 
aſt up your Accounts, you. will find the Taverns and 
Treating-Houſes have eas'd you of a. round Income. 


dies are farm d at a higher Rate; like the Manſter Bebe- 


mer, 
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moxrs follow Religion; or that a beggarly Chriſtian can 
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met, they drink whole Rivers; they ſwallow Mines, and 
devour Lordſhips : You may Rig out a firſt Rate Ship, 
at leſs Expence than a Lady of Pleaſure : She muſt ap- 
ear at Hyde-Park with a glittering Equipage ; and ſhroud ff 
he Scandal of her Life under a, Veil of Embroidery: 
And what is worſe, ſhe preſently falls to Decay, and then 
the Bills of Reparation ſwell higher than thoſe of the very 
Building : Now if you let her lie out of Repair, you 
either tenipt her Fidelity, or her ill Nature ; and then 
your Heaven may chance to ſink into Hell: For if you 
reſolve with Eagerneſs a Relief; you ſend her a Blank, 
and encourage her Ladyſhip to draw up Conditions at: 
Pleaſure ; and to riſe upon you at the Diſcretion of A- 
varice. You ſee theſe Pleaſures are Expenſive, and re- 
quire a good Fund: Now, Sir, are all Atheiſts ſure of 
ood Eſtates? Have they found out the Philoſophers 
* ? Or have they Midass Faculty, of turning what. 
crver they touch into Gold? I cannot think that Man. 


ſtart up a Money d Atheiſt: Pleaſures therefore are not 
over ſure to every Atheiſtical Proſelyte ; unleſs you only 
admit Lords and Gentlemen into your Communion ; and 

ſo compoſe your Church as the Venetians do their Grand 
| ag of Nobles ; but even in this Caſe, your happy 
Life wants good Security : Eſtates, like Eels, often give 
u the Slip; and I have known ſome who began the 
World with Three Thouſand Pounds per Annwn, end 
in an Hoſpital : Some forfeit their Fund for Loyalty, i 
others for Rebellion: Some Drink it away, others Dice thi 
it: Some wear it out by husbanding it too well, and are 
others by managing it too ill: The very Foundation tai; 
therefore of your Pleaſures being ſo precarious and um whi 
certain, the Pleaſures themſelves can't be aſſur d. and 

Fecondly, Without Health, the moſt exquiſite Pleaſures WM dep 
are dull and inſipid; they rather importune, than pleaſe; WM val 
and put our Patience to the Trial, rather than diver' voi. 
our Senſes ; the Harmony of a Lute, tho' touch'd H oth, 
an Orpheus, will grate the Ear, if the Head be out of Wl ſink 
Tune; and a diſcompos'd Stomach receives the moſt de Scr; 
licious Ragouſts with Relutancy and Convulſions: 3 BI and 
Fit of the Cholick makes a Crown uneaſy, and turns the 
the Charms of Empire into Diſſatisfaction. Now out Bl that 


Body is a Compound of Contraries, each Part . Hea 
x | 


next Companion; Heat plays upon Cold; Drineſs upon 
r Whilſt Victory * 1 ſtand, our Pulſe beats 
even; but when it leans to one Side, tis Time to call 
for a Doctor: Beſides, theſe Hoſtilities are acted out of 
Light, or like Miners skirmiſh under Ground; and ſo 
we cannot ſend Relief to balance the Advantage which 


ſiſts in an equal Temper of capricious Humours ; In a 
good Intelligence of a thouſand Veins and Arteries ; and 
what can be more uncertain ? I never meditate on the 
Frame and Machiniſm of Bodies, but I am rapt into 
Extaſies of Admiration : And wonder more we are one 
Day in Health, than that we ſhould continually groan 


under the Pangs of the moſt acute Diſeaſes : And if all 


for their exceſſive Irregularities both haſten Infirmities, 
| and inflame them ; Debauchery revenges its own Ex- 
ceſſes upon our Bodies, and plunges them into a State 
of Langour and Weakneſs: Health muſt jade ; it cannot 
hold out, if we live too faſt, and are continually upon 
the Gallop: And thus you make what is uncertain, more 
uncertain ; if you do not manage your Conſtitution, 


Cone Living; nay, when it is moſt uſeful to your Deſign; 
and ſo betray your Senſes, and conſpire againſt the Inte- 
reſt of Eaſe and Pleaſure. 3 - 
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this all our Hopes and Expectation of worldly Pleaſures 
are built: Vet this is a Thouſand Degrees more uncer- 
tain, than the Exiſtence of a God: We know no more, 
when we came into the World, than the Child unborn 
and know no more when we ſhall leave it: Our Stay 
depends on a Hundred Circumſtances, and our Remo- 
1 val on as many Accidents, we are neither able to a- 
void, nor forſee: An Enemy may Ponyard us into the 
1 other World; a Friend may Careſs us thither: Grief 
ar fioks us into the Grave, and Joy overſets us: Nay, the 
Scratch of a Pin oftentimes baffles the Vertue of Drugs, 
and the Art of the Surgeon. The Future is to come ; 
a the Paſt is lown away, and neither at our Diſpoſal ; ſo 


— 


s that we are only Maſters of the Preſent : Now Money, 
0 ealth, and Life it ſelf being ſo uncertain, ſo precari- 


: e 
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with its Fellow, and like the Madianit et, draws upon its : 


one may gain over the other: In fine, Sir, Health con-, 
Men's Health is uncertain, the Atheiſts is much more; 


but proſtitute it, you throw it away before you have 


3dly, Life is the Foundation of all Happineſs ; on 
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ous; how can you perſuade your ſelf, that Pleafure 
your ſummm bonum is aſſur d? But if this be uncertain 
Atheiſts and Latitudinarians are mad to Extravagance 
for then they chuſe a Pack of brutiſh, ſhort · liv 6 and 
uncertain Pleaſures, before thoſe eternal Joys of the 
other World, that are exceſſively beyond Thought, and 
long beyond Imagination: Now, if a Man would ag 
fooliſhly, who ſhould chuſe a Crown that is uncertain, 
before 4 Million that is equally uncertain; with what 
Terms can I expreſs your Frenzy; who rather lay 
hold on a thin, paultry, uncertain Pleaſure, than 4 
Happineſs that is uncertain indeed, but withal Eter- 
nal; eſpecially when you not only quit all Right to 
this exorbitant Happineſs, but at the ſame time run up 
to the very Brink of Damnation; for thoſe who reject 
Heaven, ip fo Fafto, accept of Hell. We have waded deep 
enough into this Matter. Iwill now draw up a ſhort 
Scheme of the whole Diſcourſe, and then leave it to 
your Conſideration.” 1 
To ſhew the Unreaſonableneſs of Atheiſm and Latitu- 
dinarianiſm, I have condeſcended to more than you 
durſt ask, either in juſtice or Equity, viz. That the 
Exiſtence of a God is doubtful; as well as the Neceſſity 
of profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion for Salvation: Be- 
fore you can pretend to Evidence, you muſt turn common 
Senſe topſy turvy, and fly in the Face of Reaſon: I have 
ſtoopt ſo low as to graht theſe two Points doubtful, to 
diſplay the Weakneſs of your Pretenſions, and to demon- 
ſtrate, that Courteſie it ſelf is not able to juſtify your 
Conduct. 2 
I ground my Diſcourſe on this Principle; when two 
Opinions both doubtful, both uncertain, do concur ; tis 
2 Folly to chooſe that which will ruin me, if falſe; and 
cannot turn to my Advantage, tho' true: You have ſub- 
ſcrib'd; and indeed all Nature has put its Hand to the 
Principle : Now, Gentlemen, if the Opinions you em- 
brace prove falſe, you will be eternally caſt out of that 
happy Region of the Bleſſed, and eternally confin d to 
the Pitch and Sulphur of the Repr 3bate. Is it poſſible for 
a wretched Creature to loſe more on the one Side, or to 
ſuffer more on the other? Can any Man be more un. 
happy than to be baniſh'd from his Sovereign Happineſs! 


Or more miſerable than to be ingulpht into a State 0 
Eternal 
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Eternal Sufferings? Is not he undone, who has turn'd 
Bankrupt, not only of his Fortune, but even of his Hope ? 
and has nothing left but Torments, Rage, and Deſpair ? 
If your Opinions chance to be true, what Advantage 
can you reap but petty Satisfactions of Senſe? Which ra- 
ther ſurfeit than ſatisfy ; and ſtupify more than they de- 
light? They look big only at a Diſtance, and nothing when 
they draw near; they are indeed Giants in our Fancy, 
and Pigmies in themſelves : Vet you chooſe theſe con- 
temptible Pleaſures, that avail you little while you live, 
and nothing when you come to die; you leave thoſe 
which laſt eternally : Now has n6t ſach a Choice all 
Characters of Fally ? TT» jr, 4 

Pray Gentlemen ſet ſome Moments aſide for Reflection: 
The Buſineſs is of Weight, and deſerves ſober Thoughts. 
Had you two Souls, you might ſend one into the next 
World to diſcover, how Things go in that unknown Re- 
gion; and if that ſhould perith in the Enterprize, you 
would have at leaſt another in Reſerve : But alas, you 
have but ane; and if that Miſcarry, you are loſt for | 
ever: The firſt Moment that lays open your Misfortune, 
diſcovers the Impoſlibility of retrieving it. - 

Theom. Come Euſebius, we have almoſt drain d the 
Subject ; let us change our Theam. You have arraign'd 
my Choice; and in your Fancy convicted it of Folly and 
— Iimpeach you of the ſame Miſdemea- 
nours: Pray let us ſee if you can plead your own Cauſe 
with as much Art, as you have againſt mine. 
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DIALOGUE VI. 
% there be no God, and tho the Chriſtian Religion be not 
- WH # 9% ſaving ae wy" tis Prudence to believe there is 4 


t God, and that the Chriſtian Religion is the only ſaving Reli- 
0 gion in the World; and to live up to the Tenets of both. | 


? Eat. V OU have aflign'd me an eaſy Province: The 
err. opening of our Cauſe is ſufficient to gain 
F = That we may not beat the Air, and ſhoot at Rovers, 

f us look back upon the 9 Principle, When two . 


Th "Gentleman 2 ho 


. Een tions lis Before me; Ian oblii 2 by 17 6 
of Prudence to WN that which will: 5 70 ny Ad ang 
Lon and cannot. Prey judice me i 127 it be falſe 31 have eſſg, 
iſh'd this Maxim” ao e w I fee not Haw "00 ani 
fer againſt i it any thing © of Moment. - ets i | 
a Thee Go on. 7 e eee en, 
FEnuſeb. If our Opinion are twe g when once We ik 
off theſe Clouds of Clay, theſe Miſts of Duſt and Aſhes! 
Which interpoſe between us and Eternity, we ſhall be js 
a moſt comfortable Condition; for- the very Moment 
at depri ves us of Life: will repair all che Decays of Na. 
ture, all-the Ruins of Time we mall enter upon 2 State | 
of Bliſs with a Spring chat e ever floutiſhes, ever bloom 
upon BN ALeMBe to Infirmities; unkfiown to * 
fries above the ſtroke- of Fortune, and dut of th us 
Tifci&ion of Deat th: Now to paſs dn a ſudden from Feat 
to Alfirance; from Sickneſs to Health, from Poverty'to 
Plenty, and A Rem Death to Life, mußt be a very enter- | 
talnin 8 Change: But what is this, to that Ocean of Blis, 
aint flow from the Face of God One Ray truck A 
ſes almoſt blind'; his Mortality: ſunk under ſo glorious 
an Appearance, and Nature was too weak to bear the 
ſplendour of the Object, or to oontinue the Cane | 
dence. "The'Fo6ndnefſs of Imagination a] ways ma 
Tem poral Pleaſures; Fancy over-flouriſhes th 8578 
and p ints beyond the Life; they are more gaudy mn | 
Brain, than in themſelves, and the Ex pectation of en 
out - weighs Poſſeſſien: But the Means of the other 
World, are above Expreſſion, and n tog 
fean we take theit Dimenſions: by what they" Are; bi 
what they are not: All that I can ſay, is; they put a1 
End to Fear; | & Term to Hope, and 4 Stop to Deſire; 
and certainly that Creature has touch'd upon the tre 
«Point. of + Happineſs, , chat. eic der Wiſhes. to r 
nor fears to be Leſs. A el 
we 


Theo. Well, Well. Fir, ' you. Win indeed Be 8 ay. 
"provided, ik chere de a God ; but ſuppoſe there be bene 


vou wil! confeſs then that Jon have under-räted all Se 
8 of this Life, and ſold em for a Dream. 8 
Euſeb. Sold ein for a Dream ſay you? Tou ſie und H W. 

24 great Miſtake; tho there are no ſuch Things, G oth; 


or Heaven, I fell to Advantage, and make the mo 
r em: The'ha ebe bilicy of a happy: Eternity, . 
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more Worth, than a certain Poſſeſſion of all the Aduan- 
rages of Life; Theſe Toys endin i, and een 
of Spirit; we miſpend our Thoughts, we render our 
ſelves cheap, and deſpicable, by throwing away our In- | 
dinations upon theſe Amuſements: BiitTwall;you before, 
that thoſe Pleaſures” you talk of are as Ueftzin as the 
Joys of Heaven apdan this Caſe, Tonly truck one Uncer- 
tainty for anether: But then what T give, is only Tem- 
poral, and what T take, Eternal: Now, ir there be a God, 
my Fortune is made for ever; If there be no God, Tre. 
ceive ſmall Diſadvantagez. I only Uifcard: my Telf of 
thoſe things that aps noxious to my Body and fands 
lous. to my Nature: At leaſt, I live like a Man, 'though 
| Ice like 2 Brute, and falf into Nothing: 


92 


* 


in the End Ldi 


| Bat do you think Chriſtians and Arheifls miſt forfwear | 
all Pleaſure ? That they, muſt torture their Senſes ? And 


only know they live By Mortification and Torture? |. 
Theo. They myſt check Paſſion, , arreſt Appetite, and 

curb the very Tendency of Nature to Pleaſure :” They | 

muſt continually ſtand upon their Guard, and ſcour a- 

bout for fear of aB Sirprize:z Now theſe Employnents = 

are laborious and mortifying; a Man that is thus upon 

the Hoof, can ſcarce find leiſure for Diverſion: In ſhort, 


who lives up to the Principles ef your Belief, muſt di- 
yorce from Mirth, disband from Company, and like 
Toudy fed on the Poito of Spleen and Melantholy. | 
 Fuſeb. We muſt indeed have a watchful Eye over our 
Paſſions, and keep em within” the Bounds of Reaſon 3 
we muſt not ſtep over the Limits of Decency, nor exe | 
ceed the Preſcript of Moderation; yet we have à large 
Field to play in: Thoſe Reſtraints are laid upon us, be- 
cauſe an univerſal Liberty would undo us; and indeed 
| find few Actions prohibited beſides thoſe, that either 
debauch Health, croſs upon Reaſon, or undermine So- 
| tiety : Now, who cannot be pleas'd, unlefs he prepares 
Work for the Door, unleſs he reveals away his Wits, or 
unhinges the whole frame of Commerce: and Converſe 
tion, deſerves like Lyons or Bears to be hunted put of 
3 3 : EW <A MK ( „„ WS 
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A Chriſtian may pretend to ſame. jag in this 

World, without forfeiting his Clip tothe Delights of the 

other: If Providence has furvith'q Rim with an Eftate,'. . 
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e may, both Peep it, and uſe it toò; nay, he may take. 
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thoſe Meaſures which Prudence and Juſtice ſhall ſug; 
geſt to improve it; he may aſpire handſomely to an 
honourable Poſt, and clap on his Coach a Coronet, if he 
can procure a Patent ; he may eat wholſome Food, and 
drink good Wine; ſo he does not clog his Stomach, nor 
offend his Brain: Indeed he muſt beware of Exceſs, and 
this, methinks, is no great Encroachment on his Free- 
dom, no great Confinement to his Diverſion ; for cer- 
tainly a Surfeit is not very entertaining; and a Fit of 
Drunkenneſs is no charming Trance to any but to the 
Spectators: If a Chriſtian racks his Brain, ſhrinks his 
Purſe, or weakens his Body with amorous Intrigues, 
he paſſes his Commiſſion : But then he has the Freedom 
to marry ; and what will be the Difference between him 
and an Atheiſt ? But that this dotes on a Miſtreſs, and the 
other places his Affections on a Wife; that the one fa- 
tisfies Senſe at the Expence of Duty; and the other joins 
Duty with Pleaſure : So that upon the whole, unleſs Sin 
be the only charming Circumſtance, and that nothing 
can gratify Senſe, unleſs it invades our Innocence, your : 
Advantage ever us is inconſiderable: But then, we have 
other Advantages that balance this; our Pleaſures are 
clean, untainted, and (what is more valuable) inno- 
cent; we enjoy em without Scruple, without Remorſe, 
becauſe without Offence ; they are neither mix'd with 
Fear, nor Shame; nor are they follow d by Repentance; 
they bear the Teſt of Conſcience, and dare ftand a Trial 
at Gacts Tribunal, - : © Po 
| Theo. If this be all, we ſtand on equal Ground: My 
Conſcience enjoys a continual Calm; it fleeps as ſoundly 
as if it had taken an Opiate, and always comes to the 
Lure of my Deſires. 1 3 
Euſeb. You are ſlipt into. a Fit of Bantering fure; 4 
quiet Conſcience to an Atheiſt is very extraordinary: 
No, no, Sir, in Spite of Debauchery and Infidelity too, 

it will ſtruggle, it will turn upon you, when it finds yon 
alone, and fly in your Face: A Doſe of Claret may lay 
it a fleep, the Noiſe of Company, and the Tumults of 
Paſſion may drown its Voice, or put a ſtop to its C 
mours ; but when the Fumes are ſettled ; when the Cont 
pany withdraws, and Paſſion runs in its own Channel; 
it reads you unpleaſant Lectures of Shame and For 
Hropens x full Prodpere 6 e it ON Rey FO 
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upon Deſpair, and conjures up a Batallion of Fiends to 
haunt you. Tell me Theomac hus, when the Candles are 
extinguiſh'd, and Sleep flies from your Eyes; when the 
Fire of Wine has boil d up your Blood into a ſmall Fe- 
Jer; are you not plagu d with Dopbts, and hagg d with 
Apprehenſions? Does not, what if there be 4 God, ring 
2 diſmal Knell in yours Ears ? And toſs the Diſeaſe from 
W your Head to your Heart; would you not purchaſe an 
Aſſurance, that there is no God; no Reckoning with a a 
Lordihjp ? . 75 
Theo. Such Thoughts ſometimes hover about me; but 
W they ſpring from Cuſtom and Education, I was brought 
up 2 Chriſtian, and imbued with all the Principles of 
that Perſuaſion; I ſuck'd in from the Cradle thoſe fright- 
ful Notions of Judgment and Hell; and Time has not 
been able to wear out thoſe diſmal Ideas: The firſt 
TinQure ſticks cloſe, and the Errors of Youth are ſel- 
dom forgotten : But others who haye had the good Fore 
tune to meet with a more free Education, laugh at the 
Apparitions of thoſe childiſh Bug-bears, firſt created by 
Nurſes, and then kept up by Fane x. 1 55 

Euſeb. Theſe dreadful Spectres neither owe their Be- 
ing to Education, Nurſes, nor Fancy ; they are very real 
Things: Nature has ſtamp'd the Belief of em in our 
Soul, nor is Atheiſm able to deface them: Theſe Sparks 
who have not lain under their Diſcipline z who have 
rang'd about the Iſland from their Youth, like the barba- 
rous Braſiliant in the Wilderneſs of America; or wild 
Aſſes on the Mountains, without Reſtraint, without In- 
ſtruction; may hector Conſcience, but cannot gag it: In 
ſpite of Debauchery it will ſometimes upbraid, it will 
throw Crimes before their Faces, and muſter up all the 
Forces of Guilt and Puniſhment to torment 'em. 

Tell an Atheiſt, .you have a Demonſtration againſt the 
Being of a God; the bare Propoſal quickens him; it 
pours into him a new Supply of Views and Activity; it 
ſweetens his Nature, and throws off the miſty Vapours of 
Pleen and Melancholy: Pray, why ſuch Joy at the very 
Apprehenſion of no God? Is it ſo welcome News to hear 
tat he muſt drop into Nothing? And take Leave of Exi - 
| ſtence, when he bids adieu to Life? No certainly: But 
; Acheiſs know, if there be a God, they muſt once ap. 
Fr kt his T. ibunal, and 155 have no Inclination to pur 
7 94 | the 
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the Iſſue of their Cauſe upon the juſtice of his gen 
tence. Now, why ſhould they fear to be condemn d, uy, 
leſs they know they have done ill? And how can they : 
dread Puniſhment without trembling at the Crime? Who 
live up to the Precepts of Chriſtianity, fear no future Evil 
becauſe they act none hear; they apprehend no Puniſh, 
ment, becauſe they deſerve none. Such a Security is » 
bove Price; it exceeds the ſparkling Diadems of the ( 
ſars, and all the brutiſh Pleaſures of the Atheiſts. Tu 
above the Value of Gold or Diamonds, and can only be 
purchas'd by Vertu. 13 85 „„ 
Beſides, tho we caſt the other World out of the Que 
ſtion: Chaſtity, Modeſty, and Temperance are honow 
Table Qualifications ; they draw Eſteem, Reſpect, and Ve MW 
neration from the moſt vicious; for all eſteem Vertue 
tho they will not go to the Charge of the Purchaſe: 
Now, tho we ſhould come ſhort of Heaven, tis fon; 
Satisfaction to think that at Teaſt we may leave a wor 
thy Memory to After-ages; that our Vertue may ftand 
upon Record to the laſt Moment of Time; and that our 
ames will not ſleep by us in the Grave. Epicaru; felt 
not the Fits of Stone or Gout, when he meditated.on 
the Applauſe, Poſterity would give his Writings: This 
Imaginary Pleaſure drown'd his real Pains, and made hin 
enjoy a Paradiſe in Torments: The Violence of the Tram 
ſport, either mortify'd his Senſe, or inſpirited his Mind. 
| Diogenes preferr'd Glory before ſcandalous Delights; and 
the very Appearance of Vertue before Libertiniſm: He 
thought it worth his while to tie himſelf up to hatt 
Uſage, to ſilence the Clamours of Paſſions, and to leave 
behind him glorious Inſtances of Temperance and Mo 
deration ; that he might make a Figure in Annals, and: 
raiſe the Fame of his Tub higher than the Trophies af 
Miltiades : And indeed there is a vaſt Difference be- 
tween the Delights of Senſe, and thoſe of the Mind; 
thoſe depend on various Circumſtances, and muſt touch 
the Organ to pleaſe it: Perfumes in Arabia cannot affe 
my Noſe ; nor a Ragout in Japan regale my Palate: But 
the Pleaſures of the Mind move in a larger Compaß; 
they act at Diſtance; and are neither confin'd to Place not 
Situation: By a certain Spell of natural Magick, it 7% 
ſes up paſt Fleaſures ; and feaſts it ſelf with Futuxities 
I can pleaſe my ſelf with a Thing that is paſt, and 2 


. 
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entertaining Thoughts of what is to come: And this Pri- 
vilege good Men poſſeſs; they perceive a preſent Satis-) 
faction, that they have ſecur'd their Memory from Oblo- 
quy and Detraction; and that when they expire, their 
Actions will ſtand up in Defence of their Integrity: If 
we throw theſe two Advantages in the Balance, our Con- 
dition will not be worſe than yours; we ſhall at leaſt go 


off the Stage like wiſe Men; and you will jump into No- 1 
ming like Fools. But tho we grant Atheiſts and Latitu- 0 
e dinarians lead more pleaſant Lives than Chriſtians; this I 
cannot prejudice our Conduct: For till *tis true, that all bh 
is little, ſuperficial, and inconſiderable that muſt end. 13 
Wherefore to conclude ; if it be true, That when two un- 1 
certain Propoſitions lie before me, I am obliged by all the Laws 10 
k of Prudence to cho ſe that which will turn to my Advantage iy, 
þ if True, and cannot prejudice me if it chance to be Falſe; , 
e you muſt confeſs, that tho' we are miſtaken in our Suc- 1 
+ WY ceſs, we are not in our Choice; and that we are rather 5 
unfortunate, than imprul enen. N 
Theo. Well; ſuppoſe all this true: J am not one Step 1 
It nearer my Converſion than before. | 1 
10 Euſeb. That is very ſtrange. I have drawn out a Map Ni 
is of your Miſtakes: I have balanc'd your Hopes with b 
n WH your Fears, your Hazard with your Gain; I have made } 
„it clear to Evidence, that your Conduct paſſes Madneſs 1 
d. and Extravagance : Is not this ſufficient to perſuade you | 
co alter it? Has Folly fo violent Attractives? Or Frenzy 
+ ſuch unconquerable Charms ? Is it better to burn Eter- 
i WY nally for a Miſtake, than to go to the Charge of cor. 
ve recting it ? E fe 3 
fr Theo. Believe me, Euſebius, T am not dotingly fond of 


Errors that coſt ſo dear : I would willingly caſt *em off, 
were it in my Power; but you know, that to ſerve God 
with a Doubt of his Being, is no leſs criminal, than to 
deny him: Now I canaot ftretch my Faith to Firmneſs or 
Certitude; I muſt waver on Doubts, and float on Suſpi- 
cons; for my Underſtanding is not at command; it lies 
not under the Diſcipline of the Will; Evidence alone 
has the Power to bend it: I confeſs I want Evidence, 
and if youll help me to a handſome Doſe, I'll return the 
ravour with Gratitude. | Ok ' 

Euſeb. Were you not educated in Chiiſtianity 9 

Them, I was, | 

Enſeb, 
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up to Probabili 
fliſcover'd Sophiſtry? Have they fail'd under Examen, 
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Euſeb. Did you not then believe the Exiftence of x 
God, and all the high Myſteries of Chriſtianity, without 


= Doubts or Fears? 


Theo. I did. | Ie FEA Lat BY £4 N 
Euſeb. When you grew in Years, did you never male 
an Enquiry into Religion? Did you not take the Pain 
to inform your ſelf why you believed, as well as what 
you believed? Did you take all upon Truſt? And owe | 


Four Faith to the Font alone, or to the Climate. 


Theo. I paſs d a great Part of my Life in Retirement; 


and made Reading both my Employment and Pleaſure; 


but eſpecially Ilevell'd my Study at thoſe things that 
were rather profitable, than diverting ; and contributed 
more to my future Happineſs, than my preſent SatisfaQ 
on. Among theſe (I thought then) that Religion took 
the firſt Place; and in this View I fell upon Polemick 
with Eagerneſs ; and continued ſome time with a never 


_ Interrupted Application: My Progreſs anſwer d my Er 


pectation; I fancied I could defend my Religion again 
all Opponents, and convince any Man, if it were note 
vidently true, that 'twas at leaſt evidently credible: To 


be plain; I never doubted of any Article, and always 


ſuſpected his Judgment or Morals that did. 


Enſeb. Perchance thoſe Motives have given your Me 


mory the Slip, perchance Time and little Reflection has 
Luſtre, and impair'd the Force of their 

Activity. 5 | tips 
Theo. No, I have them all before me: But, methinks, 
they have another Face; they want their former Brifke 
neſs and Vigour; they ftrike but faintly on the Brain; 
and tho they move the Underſtanding, they cannot ſet 
tle it: Their Evidence js funk fo low, that it ſcarce hold | 


Euſeb. Upon oaks and ſecond Thoughts ; have you 


or ſhrunk under a due Trial of Logic? 

Theo, Indeed I never put them on the Rack; nor 
brought them to the Teſt of Reaſon : But I have read in 
modern Authors ſuch home Arguments againſt the Be 
ing of 2 God, that tis impoſſible there ſhould be any 


ſuch Thing, g 
Euſeb. Hold Theomac hus, you take Things by the fa 0 
andle; and begin at the wrong End, You had F, 
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or the Being of a God, for the Truth of Chriſtian Reli- 
ion, that flaſht Conviction ſo ſtrongly, that they could 
Pot be reſiſted with Prudence: Now, in turning over A- 
eiſtical Neotericks, you ſtumble upon ſome Excepti- 
Ins: One cannot reconcile God's Juſtice with his Mercy; 
Inis ſeems to fall foul upon that: Another can neither 
ook back to the firſt Moment of his Eternity, nor graſp 
is Immenſity, nor comprehend his Immutability : A 
rnird is out of Conceit with his Government: Were 
Inere a God (ſays he) this would happen, and that would 
Wot; the whole Management of the World argues 
Thance, rather than Wiſdom, and wants either Fore-caſt 
r Power: Hence they conclude, *Tis impoſſible there ſhould 
God; therefore there is none: Blind Worms ! who 
Wre overpower'd with the Beams of a Planet, and dare fix 
their Eyes upon the Sun; they know not themſelves; 
and yet would comprehend their Maker: Alas | there is 
nothing ſo mean, but has ſomewhat above us. We fall 
under the Weight of a Straw, and are not able to difſeX 
a Fly, or to anatomize a Glow-worm. Could I com- 
prehend God, I would ſcorn to adere him : The very No- 
tion of an infinite Being, implies Qbſcurity : and Reaſon 
tells me, that an Underklanding confin'd to Limits, can 
never take a full View of a Thing that has none. Look 
you, Sir, you muſt not turn your Back to plain Truths, 
becauſe you cannot anſwer ſome untoward Queſtions a- 
bout em. Tho you Sabpæna a thouſand Objections 
their Evidence will not be allowed of in the Court 
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for Intereft ſways our 3 as well as it command 
our Actions, and Demonſtration it ſelf is leſs pepfuy 
ſive: Iis an Error to think our Will has no Jurifdidy 
on over our Reaſon ;; it exerciſes its Tyranny; every Day 
over that noble Faculty; it treats it like a Slave, /rathet 
than a Princeſs; and Atheiſts commit Rapes upon then 
; ah 3 | WE. | < „ 
KReaſon, as well as upon the Sex: Do you not beliere 


* 4 


you were lawfully b G © 10s 
Euſeb. And yet you have only your Mother's word fot 
it: But ſhould ſhe declare the contrary ;,I ſuſpect you 
would not pay the fame Deference to her Authority; 
Now why do you believe her in the one Caſe with 6 
much Fafinefs 2 Why do you disbelieve her in the other! 

I ſuppoſe her Negatives are not leſs credible than her A 
firmatives; and that the deſerves Belief when ſhe denie; 
as well as when ſhe affirms. Here is the Difference: Ii 
your Intereſt to be laufully begotten; and to be thought 
o: On this account you enter upon your Father's Eſtate, 
and his Titles: Bat then to come in at the Back- door i 

à mortifying Diſadvantage; it cuts off the Right to Sur 
_ eeffion, and befiJes throws an Aſperſion on your Perſon: 
Now, tho the Motives in bath Caſes are the fame, an 
Will byaſs'd by Intereſt rides the Underſtanding; 20 
forces it ro aſſent to the firſt, and to diſſent from the ſecond; 
If you thake off ill Habits; if you walk within the Bound 
of Moderation and Temperance; and confine pol 
Thoughts and Actions to what is lawful; you will pf 
fently look upon God, and Religion, as things advan# 
geous to you; becauſe one promiſes Rewards, and the 0 
ther will pay em; and then prudential Moti ves by the 
Power of the Will, can cafily dray and fix the Uni 
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anding in the Bekief of Truths you now boggle at: But 
f you perſevete in Lewdneſs, and make over your: Heart 
o Licentiouſueſs; if you dare not look another” World 
n the Face, nor take 1 ſurvey of Hell without almoſt. 
ecling the Pains 3-you-will-never firmly believe there 
a God, nor frame any tolerable Notion of Religion; 


. 


o contrary to your preſent Intereſt, that the Will in 


= _—” Os 


Wl fancy you quarrel'd with the Morals of Chriſtianity, 
before you fell out with the Ceed; and all Religions 
then only began to pleaſe you, hen Reſtraint became 


x it in the Belief of a Gd. 
In the mean time diſmiſs Pride, 
his blinds Reaſon, and that over - looks it; the one wi 
not ſee Truth, nor the other ſtoop to embrace 118 


* 


— 
. 


Iſuch Purſuits are nothing but Ceremony and Gri mace, 


o put a Cheat upon your ſelf, or to caſt Scorn gng-Con- 
tempt upon your Adverſary. Thoſe Arguments I ſha 


courſe | weigh the Principles meaſure the Inferences by 
all the Rules of Mood an Figure: Bur then fall not up- | 


o return an Anſwer, is not to enervate a Proof; we 


* 1 4 | 


or a ſable and fetrled Perſuaſion of tho e Things, runs 


Fight of Evidence it ſelf, will fool the Underſtanding; 

Ind either withdraw its Attention from the Conſidera- 
tion of the Argument, or by ſome ſlie Trick of Legerde- 

and then thruſt Juſtice out of Being: And fo,  Exdoxus, 


cumberſome. However, J heomachys, in our following = 
Conference I will attack your Underſtanding; and 1 
hope to propoſe ſo ſtrong Arguments, as will be able to 
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muſt not ſearch after Truth, às af you fear'd' to find it; 


they are Symptoms both of Folly and Obſtinacy, and in- 
allible Marks that you have ſome ſiniſtfous Deſign; either 


propoſe, examine in God's Name; diſſect the whole Diſ- 


On Criticiſm, "as if 'your whole Buſineſs were to find a 
aults, not Truths; to quarrel with em, not to aſſent: 
Suppoſe e not Counterfeit, before your ave brought = 
em to the Touch-ſtone : Again, pray remember there is 

+ great Difference between Words and a ggod Solution: 


may talk much, without talking to the Purpoſe z and ho- 
zu about a Queſtion, without coming up to the Point: 
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are in Queſt of his Exiſfence, not only to know his Per. 

to. diſpel thoſe Miſts that darken the Underſtanding, and 
to daſh in Pieces thoſe Chains of Senſuality that fetter the 
of his Being, and ſo courageous as to embrace it: For 
Subject: All the Light in Nature will make no Impreſſ· 
on on a diſorderd Eye: Fire may conſume a Member 


ſtruck with the Palſie, but cannot heat it into Senſation; 


but this will remain in Darkneſs, and grope in Obſcurit, 
_ unleſs the Will be put in Order; and the Veils of Preju- 


merely to overcome; you will live an Infidel, and die! 


302 The Gentleman Inſtructed. 
ſcorn to learn of thoſe they contemn : And beſides, thy 
leaſt Intelligence from ſuch a Quarter, will be thought 
Apocryphal: For we meaſure the Force of Arguments by 
the Abilities of the Propoſer, and always preſume they 
cannot riſe above his Height that made them; ſo that i 
we ander-rate an Adverſary, we ſhall by a nece 
Conſequence deſpiſe his Reaſons : For a ſmall Prepoſle{: 
ſion creates ill Notions, and theſe byaſs the Judgment 
and give a wrong turn to the Scale, 9 = 


But above all things; implore the Succour of that 
great Being, whoſe Exiſtence you doubt of: Tell him yo 


fections, but to adore his Majeſty, to love his Goodneſ, 
and to ſue for Mercy. Deſire him with Tears and Sigh, 


Will; that you may be ſo fortunate as to ſee the Trath 


the Activity of a Cauſe anſwers the Diſpoſition of the 


and Demonſtration may ſhine upon the Underſtanding, 


dice, Pride, and Licentiouſneſs be remoy'd : Now, this 
is the proper Bufineſs of Grace, which God will ſend to 
your Aſſiſtance, if you afk it with Patience and Sin- 
cerity: But if you will live on your own Fund, if you 
will engage with a Reſolution not to yield ; or diſpute 


Reprobate : All Arguments will only ſerve to harde 
your Heart, to inflame your Guilt, and heighten you 
Obſtinacy. =] YO | 


Sed -d / lh · 
„ Bf A Loc un 
Eudoxus i not ſatisfy'd with Theomachus's Aufiurri 


Frer ſome Civilities, Euſebius took leave of his dee, 
faries, and Theomach conducted him to his Cox g 
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: he promis'd to a pear the next Day, and to carry on the 


Converſation ; In the mean time Exdoxs found himſelf 
in ſome Diſorder above Stairs: This Conference had bat- 


Wor Debauchery, and would needs fave all Men not to 
amn himſelf: Reſtraint was his beſt Argument againſt 
he Neceſſity of Chriſtian Religion for Salvation, and no- 
ning drew him into ſuch a Latitude of Belief, but an un- 
ontroul'd Liberty of Acting: But when he heard from 
BE» ſebizs the Danger he run, and the Hazard he expos'd 
imſelf to; he found his Blood in a Ferment, and all the 
Faculties of his Soul in an Uproar: He walk d about the 
Moom in ſuch a muſing Poſture, that T heomachus (now 
eturn'd) could not tell what to make of this mute Scene : 


ind both ſeem d extraordinary amazing. What ſaid Theo- 
nachus, are you wrapt in an Extaſy, and fallen over 
ead and Ears into Speculation ? What turn'd Philoſo- 
ay down the Diſguiſe, and put on your Shape, you make 
in odd Figure in Maſquerade. 


, Eudox. Is Seriouſneſs ſo unbecoming ? I am forry to 
„ear Gravity fits fo unhandſomely upon me, and that I 
u ·annot put on a thinking Countenance, without acting the 
in omedian: However, I hope you will excuſe me; your 


to Conference has given me ſome Reaſon to look demurely. 
n: Therm. With all my Heart, upon Condition you'll nor 
ou arn thinking into a Practice; for I tell you again, a ſtoi- 
ute al Comportment agrees ill with your Conſtitution, and 
c 1 i contemplative Humour will ſoure the Blood, and caſt 
Jen ou into Fits of the Hypocondry. Methinks, I can read 
out ne Sub ject of your Meditation on your Face: I have tra- 


ld far in Phyſio nomy, and have drawn up a Map of 
at Country: In fine, Sir, the Aſpe& is fitted up for 
nverſation, as well as the Tongue; and like the Spar- 
% comprehends much in a little; it explains a Man's 
nung out ſome perty Revenge againſt Euſebius, and in- 
cd he deſerves a Mortification for his Sophiſtry : He 

with ſuch a magiſterical Confidence, as if he vented 


duet. 71 but Evidence: He is a kind of ſpiritual Hector, 
ache banters People into Subjection and Slavery: He has 
a N an 


ter 'd his Confidence, awak'd his Conſcience, and alarm'd . 
Inis Fears: He had only enlarg'd his Belief to make Room 


is Motion repreſented a Farce; his Looks a Tragedy; 


her ex tempore ? Your Face has no metaphyſical Turn; 
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_ _  Endox. I cannot tell what judgment you frame of this 


done his worſe : I find my interior in a Flame: I feel an 


on the Brain: I never ſaw a Man before, ſound underat 
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| tenance: Uncertainty has begot em; and I fancy Ce. 
God, you are undone; and if Chriſtianity be the ol 
faving Religion, Iam undone alſo. | 
on. I tell you there is no God, and by conſequence tu 


ſture: Iis a poetical Engin, fram'd by crafty Stateſmh 


4 
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an impoſing Air, and varniſhes his Reaſon with ſuch Af 


other: But you ſaw how I teaſed him. 


Morning's Conteſt, but I counſel you not to crow or en 
Victoria,; let it paſs for a drawn Battle; he may other. 
wiſe think of the Preſs, and if the Action takes Air, and 
appears in View, perchance the Publick may pronoun 
againſt you. We are often fond of our own Exploits, and 
eaſily turn the Advantages upon our ſelves ; where, 
God knows, impartial Readers may give it to our Adve- 
faries, and lay Diſhonour at our Doors. I muſt own, | 
wiſh you had done your Part better, or that Exſebing had 


unknown War in my Breaſt : Your. Converſation hu 
rais d it; my Fears are enliven'd, and tho' Iam not in 
Hell, methanks, 1 deſerve it. 
Tybeom. Certainly you rave, you have a feveriſh Di 
ſemper upon yon, and the malign Humour has ſeiz d up 


Argument, or diſcours'd into a Calenture: You take Ap 

rehenfions for Things, and turn a good Nature into a 
e e : Your Troubles are but Dregs of Educti 
on, or airy Spirits that riſe from Prejudice : Time vil 


Reſolution, and you'll ſcare your Frights, and look thok 
dreadful Bugbears out of Countenance. OR 
Eudox. I had rather you would reaſon em out of Cout- 


tainty would deſtroy em. Ah T heomachas | If there bes 


Thbeom. Fie, Fie : I took you for a Man of Parts; fo 
a Man above Fear, and out of the Reach of Apprehenſ. 


Chriſtianity is nothing but pure Mummery and Imp 


to heave Men into their Duty. 5 
Eudox. But did you not confeſs to Euſebins, that 1% 
were certain of neither? . 1 
Theom. Pri thee ask no Queſtions : Let us take 3 Wh 
to the Blue-poſts : Canary clears more Controverſies nl 
Hour, than Diſputes in an Age: A Glaſs of good Wl 
NY | | 
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carries off a Doubt in a Trice, and J have found by Ex- 
perience, that Fears are ſooner drank, than reaſon d 


away. 

Eudox. The preſent Buſineſs is too ſerious to be de- 
bated ina Tavern ; and I had rather argue, than laugh 
with you. If I comprehend Euſebius right, we are in ill 
cCircumſtances: For tho' it happen that we are nothing 


Win the next World, we are without peradventure Fools 


in this. For, look you, Sir, both our Tenets are very 
Wuncertain, and by legal Inference may be falſe ; if they 
Ware, what will become of us? Can any Creature ſink 


into a more deſperate Misfortune, than we ſhall certainly 


cet with? Can we loſe more, than by forfeiting all? 
Or can we ſuffer more, than when we fry in Hames 
for an Eternity? J confeſs this Eternity ſtrikes a Damp 


through every: Joint : I dare not play with Thunder, nor 


ſand the Stroak of the Omnipotent. On the other ſide, 


hough the other Tenets prove true; what are we the 
detter? Firſt, Thoſe Pleaſures we pretend to, are as un- 


Fcertain, as that Hell we now ridicule; as that Heaven we 
burleſque. Secondly, Suppoſe they were moſt certain, 


(they are not able to render us happy when we Die, nor 


content whilſt we Live; they only ſerve to engender Diſ- 
eaſes, to provoke Conſcience, and to prey upon our E- 

ates : They are Things beneath a rational Creature, not 
worth enjoying, nor even the contending for : Now ſee- 
ing there is ſuch an immenſe Chaos between our Hopes 
and our Fears ; ſuch a monſtrous Diſproportion between 
dur Loſs and our Gain, how is it poſſible for Men to 
Iwerve more palpably from the common Dictamens of 
Prudence than we. — 


Theo, T tell you, the Immortality of the Soul is a 


mere Flouriſh of Fancy. *Tis a platonick Idea form'd at 


hen ſome thouſands of Years ago, and wafted from be- 
yond Seas in our Smirna Fleet | 
Exdox. Could you prove your Aſſertion, my Fears 
ould be at an End: I would laugh at my preſent 
richts, and ſport with thoſe Flames I tremble at. I 


n not yet cloy d with Liberty, nor ſurfeited with Mirth ; 


er am I ſo beſotted with Pleaſures of Senſe, as to 
BE through Fire and Brimſtone for their Sake: But 
| * have granted to Euſebius, that this very Point has 
0 mor: Certainty, than that > the Exiſtence of a Deity: 


* Nh 
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So that tho' you Name it a Fable; or ought we knoy it 
may be-a real Story. GR 
Tbeom. But do yon remember I told Esſebias, that: 
tottering Belief of a God, or of Chriſtianity, would not 
do our Turns, tho' we bridled our Paſſions, and bound 
up our Appetite to Penance and Mortification : Now if 
you have in Store an Argument, that can convey Convi 
ion, impart it to your ſelf, and ſtand to the Belief d 
Chriſtianity with Reſolution : But if you have not, and 
there be a Hell; a wavering Faith, tho waited on by al 
the Vertues of the moſt rigid Recluſe, conducts you t 


Deſtructien, as ſurely as Debauchery : Of the two, give 


me therefore a pleaſant Life, and a wretched Eterniy, 
rather than a miſerable Life, and a miſerable Eternity; 
for of two EvilsI am for the leſs. 
Eudox. J confeſs I am at a loſs for ſuch an Argument; 
yet my Mind gives me, that Induſtry may make a Dif 
covery, either for the one Side, or for the other; that is 
we may fall upon a Medium that will unriddle the M. 
ſtery; and either certainly convince us, that all the 
Dreads and Terrors of a future State are Fiction and In 
poſture, or that they are real Things; for if the Ck 
ſtood otherwiſe, I ſhould be tempted to Timonize, aul 
clap a Satyr upon our whole Species : I ſhould break is 
Eſcutcheon, and throw its Titles of Honour upon Bear 
Lyons, and Tygers : For certainly Man with his pompous 
and magnificent Prerogatives of Reaſon, would fink be 
low the level of the vileſt Inſe& ; becauſe his Lot would 
be Fear, and tormenting Thoughts here; and perchanc 
more tormenting Fire hereafter ; Beaſts, poor Creature 
neither waſte their Spirits with the towring Pretenſion 
of Place, nor Precedency; nor with the carking Appetit 
of Having, nor with the troubleſome Apprehenſion 
Loſing: Their Care neither looks backward nor forward; 
their only Labour is to fence againſt the preſent Nece 
ty ; they neither expect any Advantage from the futurh 
nor any Misfortune ; they defire not to be better, 1 
fear to be worſe : They gently glide down the Tide 0 
Nature, and fail down contentedly with the Current“ 
Inclination: All their Pains and Pleaſure expire W 
their Life, and when their Taper is ſpent, and unt 
within the Socket; they lay down to Sleep, and evapy 


rate into Nothing : But alas | poor Man, is rantaliz/d i 


e of an, 1 


Crake... 


— 
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pleaſant Dreams of a future Felicity, and haunted with 
frightful Spectres of never-ending Miſeries; yet accord- 
ing to your new T heology, he 1s not able to diſcover 
whether theſe things have any real Being, but in Imagi- 
nation : What is this but to hang him on the Tenters ? 
hut to ſtretch him on the Torture? And to make his chief 
Privilege, Reaſon, ſubſervient to his Torment? There may 
W be a God, (ſay you,) a Hell, a Heaven, and one only 
Wfaving Religion: If theſe things are true, and we live as 
if they were falſe, we are loſt: On the other ſide, if 
Wthey are falſe, and we check Appetite, and conform our 
Actions to the moſt rigid Morality ; we labour in vain, 
band take pains to meet with Diſappointment : But 
then again, if they chance to be true, though we live pi- 
bully, if we believe not ſtedfaſtly, our Buſineſs is done: 
W²e muſt pitch our Tents with the Libertines and Atheiſts, 
Wand keep Company with the unfortunate Fry of the Re- 
probate. Tis true, could we believe without Doubts, 
little Mortification of our Paſſions, ſome Reſtraint up- 
on Appetite, might ſecure us; but this (you ſay) is im- 
doſſible, becauſe there are not to be found in Nature, Mo- 
ives ſufficient to ſettle our Judgments in a firm Belief, 
either of a Deity, or of Religion; ſo that in ſpight of 
ate, of Prudence and Vertue, poor Men muſt agonize 
ere under all the dreadful Convulſions of Fear; and (if 
here be a God) under the Weight of his Revenge here- 
ifter: This is a murdering Doctrine Theomachas ; and if 
rue, you muſt conclude, that Nature is a Step-mother to 
an ; and that God created him in his Fury ; that he 
tac d him with Knowledge, to fit him up for Miſery : 
us rather ſay, we may find ſome Thread, if we take 
he pains to look about us, to guide us out of this wan- 
ering Labyrinth: We may dive into things, till we fall 
pon Certainty ; and diſcover whether Impoſtures lies 
m our Side, or theirs who oppoſe our Principles: Bur, 
Ir, I have (I fear) treſpaſs'd upon your Patience, and 
erthance good Breeding alſo : But pray charge my Diſ- 


der with theſe Failings, and take an Excuſe for At- 
mement, 
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DIALOGUE IX. 
EvuDpoxv's ſatisfied with the Diſcourſe of T HERO m 4; 
CHUS, goes to EUSEBIVUS, : 


Uluru return d to his Lodgings with a heavy Heart: 
He gave Scope to his Fancy, which warm'd with 
the Morning Diſpute, was become ungovernable: [ 
flew from one diſmal Apprehenſion to another, till at 
Tength it wandred into Hell, and drew out all the Ter. 
rors of that wretched Region to ſcare him: The Con 
templation of that Place of Torment, of Fire, Darkneh, 
and Deſpair, ſqueez'd out Tears, Sighs, and Lament 
tions. Woe be to me, ſaid he, when I die here to Plex 
ſure, if I live hereafter to eternal Pains : This may be 
my Fate, and certainly will be, if Chriſtianity be the 
only ſaving Religion, and there be any Puniſhment for 
Infidelity : I fay it will be; unleſs I lay aſide both 
Doubts and Lewdneſs : This is an Affair of, the hight 
Conſequence ; it deſerves my Solicitude, and will 1. 
ward my Labour with Intereſt, which way ſoever .it tum 
I will therefore think of no other Buſineſs, till I hare 
brought this to a happy Concluſion : By the Succeſs d 
this I muſt ſtand or fall, e 
Ihe Reſolution was taken; but he ſoon found himſtl 
in an unknown Region, without Stars, Map, or Guids 
to ſteer his Courſe by: He purſued Certainty, but xe 
not in what part of the Globe it dwelt, or where to al 
dreſs himſelf for Direction. Firſt, He thought to fil 
upon Reading; for Books being the Produ& of Tint 
and mature Thoughts, are generally poliſh'd ; they uf 
us how far our Underſtanding can go towards the Dil® 
very of Truth ; and leaving Impertinencies behind, dnl 
off the Spirits and Eſſence from the Subject: But thf 
he was at a puzzle about the Choice: Bad Books (6 
he) are as contagious as lewd Company; and (whit! 
worſe) more frequent, and more affecting; for they ® 
ſet off with luſcious Expreſſions, and with quaint I 
guage, which carries down the Poiſon with Pleaſur 
Like Ladies, they never appear in Publick, but unde 
gaudy Dreſs; and care is taken to waſh over the Fou 7 
of the Subject w. h a pleaſing Tarnith : A Man mP, 
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W theſe wretched Pamphlets. An ill Subject well handled, 
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vell learn Chaſtity in the Stews, Temperance in Taverns, 
W Honeſty in Newgate, Meekneſs TY Hectors, and the 


Belief of a God among Atheiſts, as 


hriſtianity amon 


; doubles the Danger of reading it; the Miſchief riſes with 


the Wit, and infects in Proportion to the Art of the Au- 


chor. In fine, he was toſs d from Reſolution to Reſolu- 


tion, without knowing which to reſolve on; till at 
ength he reflected of Euſebius: Iis true, he had no Ac- 


Wa uaintance with the Gentleman, but being taken with 
Wis Morning's Diſcourſe, he was ſatisfied of his Capaci- 
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y, and judg d favourably of his Probity. Theſe Conſi- 
erations made him break through all Difficulties, and 
be preſent Aches of his Mind, added Wings to the De- 
Wire of finding a Lenitive. bw 


He went therefore out of Hand to Euſebiuss Lodgings, 


ad laid open the State of his Interior; he conjur'd him 
Wy all that's Sacred. to lend his Aſſiſtance; and, if poſſi- 
le, to cure that Wound himſelf had made: He ſpoke 


ith a Vehemency, that eaſily perſuaded Exſcbizs he 


Was in Earneſt ; and his Suit was too juſt to receive a 
Denial. 8 5 


Sir, ſaid Fuſebius, you have addreſs'd your ſelf to a 


erſon, that is perchance leſs able, than willing to aſſiſt 
ou: 1 aflure you of my Readineſs ; the Iſſue muſt an- 
ver for my Ability, I am glad (pardon the Expreſſion) 
k your Diſtemper: When we feel the Diſeaſe, there is 
Hopes of a Cure; but when we have no Senſe of our 


ondition, tis time to think of a Coffin. Neither ſpurn, 


Wor kick at Providence for this painful Uſage : The 
Wperation (no doubt) is ſharp, but withal neceſſary : 
9 tealth of the Body is not recovered without Pain; an 


mpoſthume calls for a Lance, and Oppletion for unpa- 
table Evacuatories. The ſame Methods are applicable 
o Diſeaſes of the Soul: Whilſt Conſcience ſuffers De- 


Wauchery without Murmur, without Complaint ; whilſt 


ve enjoy a profound Peace within us, in the midſt of 
umes, as well as of Innocence, we find no Inclination 
o reform: That falſe Tranquility lulls us aſleep, it 
wr fooliſh Credulity, that no Danger threatens us, be- 
auſe we apprehend nonc ; But when Offences ſit uneaſy 
bon us, when Pleaſures gall us, when Infidelity becomes 

| X 3 ſuſpected, 
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to ſurvey our Conduct, to compare the Preſent with the 
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ſuſpected, and Lewdneſs it ſelf troubleſome ; we begin 


Future, to face our Hopes with our Fears, and the De. 
lights of this Life with the Torments of the other: And 
when we diſcover thoſe groſs Illuſions we lie under, 2 
little ſtrugling with the Help of God's Grace, will break 
thro' all Impediments which interpoſe between us and 
our Duty: Take therefore this Anguiſh of Mind a ; 
Pledge of God's Kindneſs, and of your future Felicity; 
he ſtrikes in his Mercy, as well as in his Juſtice; he 
heals when he wounds, and ſpares when he punithes; 
Never defer the ſearch of Truth, nor faulter till you 
have found it: Slackneſs in a Point of this Importance it 
always dangerous, and ſometimes mortal: When ue 
refuſe God's kind Invitation, he often chaſtiſes our Inci- 
vilities in Flagranti, and ſcarce leaves a Moment between 
the Affront and the Revenge. When I was ſome Year 
ago in Flanders, an Officer of my Acquaintance gave me 
a Viſit; he was one of thoſe, who make no Diſtinction 
between Religion and Faction; who jeſt at Faith, anl 
Tpend their Lives in its Service: He could no more be 
lieve that Church true he fought for, than that he fougit 
againſt : He ridicul'd the one, and contemn'd the other; ¶ ¶ſe 
he treated Morality ill in his Diſcourſe, but worſe u 
Practice: I thought a little Warmth and Expoſtulatin (ſk 
were juſtifiable on ſuch an Occaſion, and ſo I took hin 
up roundly ; I drew out in lively Colours the Hon BB. 
of his Life, the Unwarrantableneſs of his Proceedi 
and the Severity of thoſe pains God had prepar'd for li 
bertines in the next World; together with the Curſes th 
would fall upon his Head in this: He took leave of no: 
and retir'd to his Inn, but after Dinner he retum d: 
have often (ſaid he) receiv'd Proofs of your Kindneſs, il 
never greater than this Morning: I have look'd into ll 
ſelf ſince I ſaw you; and confeſs my Caſe would be de 
ſperate, had I leſs than an infinite Mercy to confide in 
Some urgent Buſineſs calls me to my Garriſon ; but nei 
Week I will return, and adviſe with you about the gu 
Affair of my Salvation. This is a Call from God (a 
ſwer d I) and perchance it may be the laſt : The Cn 
29 draws near; and when once you have taken 
Field, you will neither be Maſter of your Time, nor 30 
Life; your Employment challenges that, and a Bu f = 
may diſpoſe of this before you are aware, 


- a ac oa Mi 


033 mew SY op fanny ty Fl fg AR nnd pad Ll ns Ao 


The Gentleman Inſirufed. 311 


I am ſenſible (reply d the Gentleman) of my Caſe, 
2nd of the Danger; and nothing ſhall alter my Reſolu- 
tion; and ſo he departed. He kept his Word, and with- 
an ten Days return d: He paſsd by my Lodgings, and 
told me he would not fail after Dinner to wait upon me, 
and hop'd to bring his Buſineſs to a. happy Concluſion : 
Permit me, Sir, (ſaid I) to attend you at your Inn: 'Tis 
much more eaſy to fall into Company, than to diſingage 
our ſelf: Men of your Calling, had rather ſtorm a 
alf.moon, than aſſail Cuſtom, or attack Ceremony: 
But he would not hear of my Propoſition; he left the 
Company, and was on his way; when unfortunately he 
W met with a Friend, who invited him to a Bottle of Cham. 
baigne: He would not accept of the Invitation ; but the 
W other would not be deny'd: And ſo at. length away they 
march d together: One Bottle drew on another, and their 
WDcbauch ended with the Night: In the mean time, an 
WExprefs calls him to his Regiment: The French have taken 
me Field; and all muſt march to watch their Motions : 


ol He returns Home in Peſt; he goes to the Camp, and 
be WWhortly after loſes his, Life at Seenkirk'; We may truly 
cit Wy, this. poor Gentleman was near Heaven; but God 
er; end the unhappy Rencounter of a Friend did not put him 


Wout of the way! He was invited to Repentance, he made 
tion fair Advance; and (I may ſay) the Buſineſs was al- 
Wnoſt finiſh'd, becauſe he ſeriouſly reſolv'd to conclude it: 
Rut a Bottle of Champaigne put ina Demur : It ſuſpend» 
d the Execution; and then the ſudden March of the 
1 1 r00ps broke off the Negotiation : He went to the Field 
tui Libertine, and in all Probability dy'd one: As God 
f me Fouch'd his Heart, ſo he has ſoftened yours: Pray, Sir, 
t not Negligence miſuſe the Favour, nor turn it into a 
urſe: Let it ſtand up for you at God's Tribunal, as a 
to 0 tneſs of Gratitude, not of Obſtinacy. I counſel you 
e deer ſome Days to withdraw into a place of Retirement: 
le 10 ifits will diſtract you, and may ſtifle your pious Reſo- 
t neiation, if your Deſign takes air: If your Companions 
earn you are going into another Intereſt, they will raiſe 
hundred Batteries againſt your Conſtancy; and though 
jou come off with Victory, you will not get clear of 
heir Temptations without Danger: I will willingly wait 
eu eon you into the Country, if you can pitch upon a con- 


enient Place, 1 
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of Importance requir d his Preſence in the Country; that 


ehus anſwer'd he was his own Maſter; that he might 


Evpox us retires with EVSEBTVs into the County, 


* 


= äç—m ü] P“k' ðd— 


Eudox. You will infinitely oblige me: My Houſe n 
but four Miles off; and if you pleaſe, we will take Coach 
this Evening. 7 
Euſeb. I am content, but I muſt excuſe my Departum Ml 
to Theomac bus, otherwiſe he may ſend Hue and Gy after 4 
me; and Si quis me in the next Gazette. =_ 

He ſent him a Letter to let him know, that a Buſine; Ml 


he would diſpatch it with convenient Speed, and that 
the ſame Moment his Hands were rid of that Trouble, 
he would return to proſecute the Conference. Them 
take his Time, and that he would expect his Retum 


with Pleaſure : They immediately took Coach, and ar: 
rivd at Eudoxuss Houſe. — ro og 


DIALOGUE X. 


where they meet with ARtovisTus 4 High-flan 4 

: doxus's Mother receiv'd her Son with Tenderneſs: Nous 
She was a Lady of a Piety above the common; ſhe hir 
lov'd her Son, but could not diſſemble his Vices : de wi. 
often admoniſh'd him of the Danger he expos'd his Soul Had 
to; and ſometimes mingled Tears with gentle Reproofs: Ncip 
But his time was not yet come, and all her Admonitions reſt 
only ſerv'd to heighten his Obduracy : Yet ſhe gave not C 
over: She implord God's Aſſiſtance in private, and be- the 
ſeech'd his Mercy to ſtrike out of this Rack ſome Teas De. 
of Repentance; to recal this Prodigal, who had imbe |; 
zell'd all his Treaſures of Grace, = pawn his Religi- WM Occ 
on to Proſtitutes : Her Friends admir'd her Charity, and © dou 
8 it. Once a Divine aſſur'd her, that a Child na; 
ears would never periſh: She took the Words for an ſon, 
Oracle, and fancy'd he ſpoke by Inſpiration : Thoug! The 
her Son's Profaneneſs touch'd her to the Quick, tit Ch; 


Hopes of his Converſion kept her in Heart; and the mov 
he ran from Piety, the more ſhe practis d ite Win 
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= When Endoxws arriv'd, ſhe read ſome Change in his 
race; his Behaviour was more grave; his Looks more 
W ber, and all his Carriage breath'd an Air of Modeſty : 
At firſt ſhe ſuſpected the Dice had run croſs, and that the 
LCauſe of his Melancholy lay in the Pocket: Then ſhe 
Wfeard he was hammering out ſome amorous Intrigue, or 
lay under the Mortification of a criminal Diſappointment: 
gut Eudoæus ſoon diſſipated her Suſpicions, by telling the 
WCauſe of his unexpected Arrival: She was over- joy d at 
the News, and almoſt ſunk under the Exceſs: She gave 
W-ſcbizs a thouſand Thanks, and ſtil'd him her Son's good 
WW 4nge!: They were fitting down to Supper, when in comes 
A.oviſtus with another Gentleman. The Lady was ſur- 
Woriz'd at the Arrival of ſo unexpected a Gueſt ; his very 


Miſtreſs of her Words and Actions, the could not com- 
mand her Reſentment : She fear'd leaſt this importune 
W Viſit might nip her Son's Reſolutions, and daſh in Pieces 
the Hope ſhe had of his Converſion : However, ſhe forgot 
Wnot Civility in the very Heat of her Diſturbance, and 
skreen d off her Concern with a hearty Welcome. 
But after Supper ſhe took Euſebius aſide, and exp 
Wher Fears with all the Energy of Tears and Paſſion. Sir, 
W(faid ſhe) God ſend your Charity meet with Succeſs : I 
ſuſpect Arioviſtus cloaks ſome ill Deſign under the ſpecĩ- 
Wous Outſide of a Viſit, and that another Errand brought 
him here, beſides mere Civility : His Morals run even 
with his Religion; he believes what flatters Pride, and 
acts whatever fawns upon Senſe ; he goes upon one Prin- 
ciple, which is to ſtick at nothing, that ſides with Inte- 
reſt, or gratifies Appetites. This Man firſt furniſh'd Ex. 
Ixus with corrupt Maxims, and Theomachss taught him 
the Application : In fine, both have contributed to his 
Deſtruction, and my Misfortune. Bibs ihe 
Euſebias defir'd her not to take the Alarm. I will find 
Occaſion (faid he) to ingage Arioviſſus in a Diſpute, I 
doubt not of the Succeſs : The overthrow of the Maſter 
may work upon the Scholar. He may yield to theſe Rea- 
ſons Arioviſtus (J am ſure) will not be able to reſiſt, 


Chance gave the cue to a hot Debate, that cover'd Aricy 
vi with Confuſion, and Enſebius with Glory. 
g & 


| Sight drew the Blood to her Face, and though ſhe was 


os'd 


henext Morning, when they ſat together in the Parlour, 
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much more over Diſſenters; who for ought we know, 
| have no other Crime, but their Religion. 1 


314 The Gentleman Inſtructed. 


DIALOGUE X. 


God does neither command, nor permit us to conform to le 


| Religion of the Country where we live. 


T HE Poſt brought Endoxus a News Letter from Im 1 
don, which gave an Account of new Laws enactel 


_ againſt Papiſts. 


Arie. This AR is worthy of that great Aſſembly, II 


have nothing againſt the Proceedings, but that it's too . 
moderate and indulging : Beſides, methinks it ſhoull 


have reach'd all Difſenters ; for all being guilty of Obſt 
nacy, none ſhould be exempt from Puniſhment. 
Euſeb. How? Too Indulging ? What will you call s 
vere ? Papiſts are diſſeiz d of their Birth- right, ſtrip of 
Property, and expos d to the Inſolence of villainous Inf 
mers and Catch-polls ; and after all, you complain of Mo- 
deration. Miſtake me not, Sir, I neither arraign the Wik 


dom nor the Juſtice of the Parliament: That Auguſt J. 
y may have Reaſons unknown to us: But I diſapprove 


your perſecuting Humour: Diſſenters are our Fellow: 
Subjects; the Relation deſerves Tenderneſs, and call for 


ſome Compaſſion: It's Barbarity to out-rage a Felon at 


the Bar, or to inſult over a condemn'd Wretch at Tybwn; 


Ariov. Let them conform, and they ſhall enjoy the Pro 
tection of the Government, and the Liberty of Engl 
men: But if they take the Per, and ſtray from the 

bliſh's Worſhip of the Realm; the Common-welltl 


muſt take Notice of their Prevarication, and puniſh it: 


And as thoſe who ſuffer for the Breach of Laws, die de 


ſervedly ; ſo they who lay down their Lives for any Ke 
ligion Out-law'd by the Common-wealth, are Malefac 
tors, not Martyrs : They only paſs through one Punilte 
ment into another: Thouſands (Eu ſebius) are canv 
niz'd here on Earth, that will never be Sainted in He 


Ven. | 


Euſeb. Hold, Sir, this Doctrine ſhould be Bleach'd; its 


fo monſtrouſly foul, there is no enduring it: It wobl 
paſs a Quarantaige in ſome Lazaretta z ( methinks | 
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W cells Rank of Infection. Blaſphemy ſits on every Sylla- 
ple: What think you? Did St. Lawrence and St. Stephen 
die like Criminals ? Are not their Names Regiſterd in 
me Book of Life, as well as in the Martyrologue ? Vet 

chey died for a Religion, condemn d by the Supreme Au- 
chority of Rome and Fury. Sir, I would have you diſ- 
pute this Point at the Old Baily. Blaſphemy is puniſh'd 
W with Fire in this World, as well as in the next. 
A.. Heat and Invective rather fret an Adverſary, 
chan convince him: More Reaſon, and leſs Paſſion, are 
proper for a Man of your Age and Character; you are 
Won the Decay, Sir ; your Deportment ſhould be as cold 
2s your Blood; and your Paſſions as grey as your Head. 
lay, God made Man for Commerce, we cannot live on 

our own Fund; we muſt barter with our Neighbours 
Wand this foreign Correſpondence is requiſite to furniſh 
our Happineſs :. A ſociable Life is impracticable, & would 
Jay impoſſible,) unleſs Inferiors lie under an. indiſpenſa- 
ble Obligation of obeying, and Superiors have an uncon- 
Jl troulable Power to ordain all thoſe Things, that are ne- 
ceſſary to ſupport and conſerve Society. | x] 
| Now, what can be more neceſſary than Union, and 
Harmony of Opinions ? This cements all the Parts, and 
moulds them into one great Body : It inſpirics them to, 
Adtion in their deſign d Station: It combines their Inte- 
reſt ; and by cenſequence their Endeavours : But when 
their Minds are divided, their Intereſts are ſeparated, 
and then they club into Faction; and whilſt each Cabal 
drives at private Ends, the whole Fabrick of the Go- 
vernment firſt Totters, and then falls into Confuſion. 
But of all Diviſions, thoſe that ſpring from Differences 
In Religion have ever prov'd the moſt fatal. Zeal has 
open d more Veins than Cruelty ; and laid waſte more 
rovinces than Ambition: It has rifled thoſe very Places, 
Avatice it ſelf left untouch'd ; and ſet on Fire thoſe Re- 
ligious Edifices, Impiety revered: It has brought ſome 
1nces to the Scaffold, and others to Abdicate: In fine, 
new Seditions break in upon the State with new Religi- 
ons, and the Eftabliſh'd Government is always ſtruck 
it, with the Eftabliſh'd Church. Pretence of Piety leads 
the Van, but Sword, Cannon and Deſolation bring up the 
| Rear, 3 ? : | | 
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ſtrate with that Power; whence jt follows, that even 


not a Martyr, but the Cauſe; this alone diſtinguiſhes 
the Innocent from the Guilty, _ © ore 


Garments, when they heard Blaſphemies ; but Chriſti 
carries with it a Complication of Crimes, that won't beat 


are taught, whilſt they are reprov'd : But ſeeing you have 


convicted Confpirator ; for certainly he died by Con 
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Seeing therefore God commands us to live in Society; L 
he has impower'd the chief Magiſtrate, with a full Con. 
miſſion to enact thoſe Laws that are requiſite for the fu 
thering this great Deſign : Now, nothing under Heaven 
can be more neceſſary, than a Power to eſtabliſh Religi. M 
on; therefore God has entruſted every ſupreme Mag. 


Religion ſettled by Law, binds all thoſe who live unde 
the Protection of that State; and by conſequence I dar: 
not excuſe any Diſſenter from Treaſon, both againſt the 
Common-wealth and Goc. L 

In a Word, we muſt conform our Belief to that of the 
Country where we live; nor can any Pretence of Cop 
ſcience or Revelation exempt us from the Obligation: 
Hence, I ſay, that Stephen the Deacon loſt his Life I, 
ruſalem, as fairly as Stephen hy. ane at Oxford: They 
both fell by the Law, and therefore juſtly. Death make 


 Euſeb. Bleſs me! Where are we? The Jews tore thei 


ans turn it into Entertainment: Certainly nothing but 
Damnation is able to force out ſuch flaming Expreſſions: 
Your Diſcourſe is too rank to undergo a Diſſection; it 


the very naming : Like flagitious Malefactors, they in- 
fect on the Hurdle, and kill at their Execution: It's ak 
moſt ſafer to diſſemble, than to arraign them; and they 


flung Poiſon among the Audience, III venture to preſent 
them an Antidote. You ſay St. Stephen dy'd a Rebel, 10 
Martyr ; that he fell by Law, and conſequently by tie 
Hands of Juſtice : But this helliſh Logick argues our ble 
ſed Saviour into Rebellion, and ſtigmatizes him for 4 


mand of the Magiſtrate : Innovation in Matters of Rel, 
gion made up one part of the Charge againſt him, a 

reaſon the other. I ſuppoſe this horrid Inſolence 1 
out of Sight; for Gentlemen of your Perſuaſion, abt 
ſhort-ſighted z and are ſo taken up with Principles, ti 
they over-look Illations : Remember, Sir, we live unde 
a pious Princeſs, and a reforming Parliament; ſo that 


do not Deſpair within ſome Days to hear, that {ere 
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u vs are paſt againſt thoſe that Blaſpheme God, as well 

s againſt thoſe that ſerve him. 3 | 

q = 4riovifss began an Apology, but Euſebius refus'd to 

, Wear it. IR ACLs 

"WF Sir, (ſaid he) the Text is too plain to need a Comment; 
r n too horrid to deſerve one: To excuſe Blaſphemy, is 
MW me Hairs-breadth from defending it : The very Hear- 


WW ns of the Word abates the Horror of the Crime : For no 
WO fences are leſs deteſted, than thoſe that are often ſpo- 
Nen of : Beſides, I have only glanc'd at an Inference; 
Ihe Principle is more flagitious, and therefore muſt be 


G Wrought to the Bar. You ſay God commands us to con- 
„orm to the Religion of the Country where we live; and 
7 Wat to profeſs any other, or to believe nothing, is equal- 
m i criminal. en 26 
410. 1 ſay ſo. 55 


Euſeb. Is your Aſſertion Univerſal? . 
W Ariov. It takes in all Religions; it reaches all Nati- 
ons, as well as all Ages. I 
= E»ſeb. God therefore commands me (when I am in 


> 9 ngland) to deny Tran ſubſtantiation, Prayers for the Dead, 
een Sacraments, &c. But if Buſineſs calls me to Paris, 
| 1 Wome, or Madrid; he commands me to ſteer about, and 
ö 


believe them: In Chrifendow I muſt believe Chriſt is 


che Prophet into an Impoſtor, and his Revelations into 


Lpland; then I muſt bow to a Red Cloth; and pour forth 
my Oriſons to Madam Pt: Again, if I double the Cape, 
and put in at Cochin ; 1 muſt fall proſtrate before an 
Ape's Grinder. | LOS | 8 5 5 


Us Ariov. Well; and what Harm in all this? 
ind Euſeb. Why truly, Travelling will be Expenſive : Be- 
by fore we ſet out, we muſt provide our ſelves with Alexan- 


der Roſe's View of Religions; we muſt make a handſome 
Collection of Aſtrolabès Quadrants, and Jacob's Staffs, to 


b 
5 nd the Lines of Longitude and Latitude; for in your 
il Hypotheſis, Mathematicks muſt be our Rule of Faith, 
rers and Climates the Motives of our Credibility. This is a 


pretty Syſtem, and has the Advantage of Novelty to re- 
| 8 commend 
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Cod; but if a brisk Gale wafts me over into Aſia, I 
muſt deny it: At Conſtantinople I muſt ſwear there is one 
Cod, and that Mahomet is his Prophet; but at my return 
into the We, I muſt change my Tune; I muſt ſwear 


Forgery: But if I ſteer towards the North, and ſet up in 
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ay commend it: I have often ſeen Controverſies tryd bj 
; Scripture, Tradition, and Reaſon ; but to compoſe a Dif. 
ference by Lyogarithms, Sinus s, and Tangents, is extraqr. 
dinary : The Invention is worthy of your Wit, and gt 
the ſame Peace with your Piety: In good time you may 
improve the Diſcovery, and find out the true Religion 
(as we do true Guineas) by the Weight. 
But if in England Tranſubſtantiation be falſe, it can 
not be true in France, Spain, and Italy; and if in B. 
rope our Bleſſed Saviour be really God; all the Power cf 
the Grand * can never turn him into a mere Ma 
in Aſia : In fine, if Mabomet be an Impoſtor in the li, 
| How can he be a Prophet in the EA? For Truth is 10 
| — it will not ſtand on both Sides of the Gntre 
ion. . 1 
 Ir's evident therefore that God commands me to believe 
a Falſehood, either in England, or beyond Sea; nay, and i ” 
_ engages his Authority to perſuade me: He threatens Hel, 
if I refuſe, and offers Heaven, if I conform. In Englawd 
I honour him, by ſwearing Tran ſub ſtantiation is à mere n 
Fiction, the Product of Ignorance, and Spawn of Super 
ftition ; but this Tramontane Honour carries Damnation 
with it at Rome; here I muſt ſwear Tran ſub ſlantiation is 1 c 
very real Thing; and fo fly in the Face of my own Evi- WW ** 
dence. Perjury therefore in your Religion paſſes for an 
Ad highly Meritorious, id eff, a ſcandalous Crime for 
moſt edifying Vertue. What mad Notions do you frame WW ©* 
of God? You level him with Oates, and fling him below WW 
Bedloe : You ſeem to acknowledge a Deity merely to 
make him capable of Contempt and Infamy. 
Ariov. You miſtake me; I neither impeach God of 
| Forgery, nor Impoſture ; I do not queſtion his Veracity, Wi ** 
nor ſquint upon his SanRity : I only maintain he com- 
mands me to be a Proteſtant in England, and a Papiſt at 
| Rome ; to believe Chriſt is God in Queen Ann's Court, off 
and that he is a mere Man in the Sultan's; but he does . 
not engage his Word for Truth of either Side. no 
Euſeb. And, I ſuppoſe, he commands you to profel | 
Woiggiſm in the Amſterdam-Ciffee-Howſe, id eſt, to blend | 
Faction with Religion, and ſhroud Infidelity under H. 
pocriſy : For look you, Sir, you cannot poſſibly believe 
the Articles of the Church of Rome True, without pro- 
nouncing thoſe of the Church of England Falſe : For Roy 
1 | | 
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are Negatives of the other ; if God commands you to 
chop Beliefs with the Climate, he commands you to play 
me Hypocrite on one Side of the Water, which is a 
Crime againſt the firſt Principles of Reaſon, and can no 
nore be commanded by God, than practis d by Man: 
For ſuch a Behaviour is a Burleſque ; a Satyr on all Re- 
lieion; and by conſequence on the Author and Object 
: T But again, if God commands me to be a Proteftant 
in England, and a Papiſt at Rome; a Turk in Aſia, and 
2 Chriſtian in Europe, engages his Word for a Falſity; 
W for the Church of England maintains the Articles of her 
W Belief were Reveal d; the Church of Nome fays the ſame, 
in Defence of hers ; and the Mahometan Congregation 
W lays all its Impoſtures on Revelation : When therefore 
Cod commands you to be a Proteſtant, Papiſt, or Myſel- 
van, he commands you to believe he has reveal'd the 
particular Tenets of theſe Sects, and conſequently avou- 
ches for the Truth of them: For whatever he reveals, 
muſt be true: So that to oblige you to believe, he has 
reveal'd ſuch a Point, and to engage his Word for the 
Truth of it, is one and the ſame Thing: Now the parti- 
cular Tenets of theſe Churches croſs upon one another, 
ind therefore all cannot poſſibly be true; whence it fol- 
W lows, that God engages his Authority for a Lye, and 
W pawns his Veracity for a Falſehood : You ſubje& his 
Sanctity to a Weakneſs we all bluſh at, tho' we all com- 
mit it, and even level him with Knights of the Poſt. _ 
Moreover, if Chriſt be a were Man, how can God 
command Chriſtians to adore him? And if he be God, 
how can he forbid the Twrks, Neftorians, and Arians, to 
pay him Homage due to his Divinity? God can no more 


= ſtrip himſelf of his Sovereignty, than of his Being: He 
x aan as ſoon take a Creature into his Throne, as make 
my orer his Title to Adoration : Ina Word, either Man can 
0 oftend, or he cannot; if he cannot, let him bid farewel 


to all Religions, and take leave of Morality ; let him 

model his Actions by Epicure, and his Faith by Frotago- 
rare But if he can offend ; what claſhes more directly 
with all Laws Natural and Divine, than Idolatry ? If 
this ſpiritual Inceſt be Innocent, what can be Criminal ; 


and if God can command ſo ſacrilegious an Action, what 
can he forbid 2. 


\ 


Axrioviſfus 
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Arioviſfus was pinch'd, he ſaw himſelf in the Toily 


and knew not how to diſingage himſelf; his Concem 
flew to his Face, and every Poſture ſhew'd Uneaſineſt 
and Anger. Come, Sir, (ſaid he at laſt to 1 with 
a forc'd Smile) I have miſtaken my Errand, I came not 
to Diſpute, but to be Merry; let Arguments give place 
to a Bottle, it's more ſatisfactory to ſee the Bottom of 
Glaſs, than of a Queſtion ; and to drain Bumpers, thay 
Controverſies : We have run the firſt Heat, it's time to 


rub. | ö 
Euſeb. You Latitudinarian Gentlemen are ſtrange Cres. 
tures; you hector Religion and Piety with ſuch a daring 
Confidence, when you are out of the reach of an Ad- 
verſary, that one would ſwear both Senſe and Reaſon 
had embrac'd your Intereſt: But when you. receive 4 
Blow, you retreat to Jefts ; you parry againſt Pros 
with Railleries, an! oppoſe Laughter to Reaſon : To 
be plain, you miſplace your Paſſions, you ſmile when 
= ſhould tremble, and laugh when you ſhould cy: 
ad you any Apprehenſion of a God; you would dread 
thoſe Flames, that his eternal Juſtice has prepar'd beloy 
to Burn, not to conſume Blaſphemies ; theſe hideous 
Flights of Profaneneſs and Impiety would be Pain and 
Penance to you: You lay ſuch deſperate Commands 9 
His Charge, as fit him rather for Contempt, than Venen- 
tion; and make him more worthy of Horror, than 
Adoration : For if your Divinity be Orthodox; he abet 
Lies, commands 1olatry, and perſuades Perjury ; and 
ſo Man's Vices make up the Roll of his Perfections; and 
we muſt revere in him what all human Laws punil 
in us. 
Ariov. You are diſpos'd for a touch of Polemicks: 
But if you are above the Laws of Decency and Breeding; 
I am not: I reſolve not to turn Clown for Company: 
have too much Reſpect for my Lady to be clamorous 1 
her Preſence ; and think it as genteel to Duel, as to Dit 
pute before her: Beſides, we are upon Theological Nict 
ties, unneceſſary to be known by the Learned; and 
poſſible to be underſtood by the Vulgar. 4 
Sir, (ſaid the Lady) let no Ceremony break off tif 
Conference: We ſtand not here upon Grimace, or x 
ſerveineſs ; and though we did, your Defeat will af 


for your Rudeneſs: To be plain; I am impatient . 
1 
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Jour Vanity laſh'd ; your Pride diſciplin'd, and your rho. 
aomontading Genius penanc'd with Confuſion. How of- 
ten in my Houſe have you not only made a Practice, but 
2 Boaſt of Profaneneſs, and defended the Crime, by 
W committing a greater? You have Lampoon'd thoſe Gen- 
emen that durſt ſtand up in defence of Religion, and 
aaub'd them with the Reproaches of Bigotry and Super- 
dition; you queſtion their Judgments, and dubb d them 
Pools, who would not ſwallow down all Religions; and 
bluſter'd with impoſing an Aſſurance, as if it were as eaſy 
to defend Libertiniſm, as to abet it. Sir, you are in fight 
W of an Adverſary ; look him in the Face; ſtand your 
W Ground, and defend your Principles, or condemn them 
by an Afidevit, that your Repentance may be as publick 
Jas the Scandal : Your Honour is at Stake, and there is 
no Means between a Victory and an Overthrow. 
nis ſudden Tempeſt blown from an unexpected Quar- 

ter, ſoon raisd a Tumult in Arioviſtuss Breaſt ; Shame, 
Anger, and Revenge broke looſe; and fan'd his Reſent- 
ment to ſuch a heighth, that it almoſt ſtifled his Reaſon : 
He roll'd a hundred Thoughts in his Head; and al- 
moſt as many Reſolutions; yet he could not fix on any: 
To retaliate, was not only unmanly, but alſo uncivil; for 
though a Lady be not below a Man's Anger, ſhe is be- 
low his Revenge: To break off the Diſpute was diſho- 
nourable; and to baffle Euſebius difficult: However, at 


Lo — — 2 — ww am. * 


1 Ilaſt ry balanc'd his Fears with his Hopes, he conclu- 
int ded his Reputation would ſuffer leſs by continuing the 
ni Diſpute, than flying it: For though Euſebius might foil 


him with Reaſon, he thought himſelf ſuperior at Raillery ; 
which oftentimes even Men of Parts miſtake for Wit, 
and receive for Reaſon. At leaſt he had found upon Ex- 
ing perience, that Noiſe in Diſputes ſtands for Evidence, and 


15 that theſe carry off the Honour of Conqueſt in the 
us i Opinion of the Audience, who ſpeak loudeſt, not who 
Dil diſcourſe beſt : Theſe Conſiderations ſway'd him to accept 
Ni: of a ſecond Engagement ; wherefore turning himſelf firſt 


air e Lady. . ET 

Madam, (aid he) I thought I ow'd your Character 
the and Perſon ſome Reſpect, but ſeeing you are pleas d to 
forego the Debt, I ſhall fuperſede the Payment ; I per- 
atont —_ Deference is ſometimes unacceptable ; and Civi- 
ro WI cownifh, Iwill therefore for the future take my 
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mands us to conform to the Religion of the State where 
vue live. No; he permits us only; like the Royal Eagle 


Alrioviſſus made a Pauſe; and ſeem'd at a loſs for an 


criminal and opprobrious. 
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Liberty, and never ſtand off in Reſtraint or Cereme: 


"RR addreſſing himſelf to Euſebius; Gir, continud 
he, you miſunderitand me: I mean not that God com- 


he preys on Hearts; theſe he requires: So that if we love, 
honour, and obey him, we keep up to the very heighth 
of his Commands: He permits all-exterior Ceremonies 
though vain, ſuperſtitious, and wicked; a good Intent. 
on ſanctifies an ill Action, and the Uprightneſs of ou 
Hearts compounds for the Errors of our Worſhip: I 
fine, Sir, God looks on all the Failures of our Unite, 
ſanding as pure Miſtakes, not Crimes; and thoſe he cal. 
not approve, he pities. ona - Igor an 
Euſeb. 1 underſtood you before, and apprehend. you at 
preſent: You draw the Theſis into a leſs Compaſs, aud 
turn God's Command into a bare Permiſſion ; id ef, 
have driven you from one Retrenchment, and you ar 
clap'd behind another; but this is no more tenable, than 
the firſt, and you will be forc'd to ſurrender. Tell me; 
does God permit all Religions? 175 l 


_ Ariov. All that are; or ever were in the World. 
Euſeb. All? That Man certainly deſerves Damnation, 
that can find no Religion to his Gouſt : But do no Atv 
ons outrage Nature? Sos 


Anſwer : He faw what Euſebius drove at; and that le 
only coaſted the main Queſtion, to draw him into an 
Ambuſcade. Sir, faid he, your Quere is captious; and 
though ſome are of Opinion, that Vertue and Vice ate 
rather Names than Things; yer I condeſcend ſo far, 2 
to grant that Murders, Blaſphemies, and Adulteries, fie 
at Nature, and are in a very obvious and literal Senſe 


Euſeb. God, I ſuppoſe, permits not theſe unnatunl 
Abominations; if he has no Puniſhments in reſerve fot 
ſuch profligate Offenders, under-rate Tranſgreſſors may' 
expect a Recompence, ' - 5 
Aricv. God diſapproves ſuch hideous Enormities, 2 
ſhames Nature, and even entrench upon Breeding ; the) 
deſerve Hell, and will feel it, unleſs Repentance appeaſe 
Divine juſtice. 15 1 
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Enſeb. Why then this Permiſſion is no more Univerſal, 
W+han the Command; for if God's Permiſſion comprehends 
not Crimes that aſſail Nature; it takes not in thoſe Re- 
Wlicions, that inſult Nature in the very a& of Worthip. 
strike off the Catalogue, the Religion of the Mexicans, 
Who to Honour their God, broke through all the Natu- 
ral Laws of Juſtice and Honeſty : For they firſt invaded 
the neighbouring Provinces with Fire and Sword; and 


cen rip open the Breaſts of twenty thouſand Captives 
i- MWBvpon the facrilegious Altars of their barbarous Divini- 


ties, and by a bloody Metamorphoſis turn'd Cruelty in- 
Wo Fiety, and erg . God, by profaning Nature. 


- WS The Superſtition of the Peruvians lies open to the ſame 
Exception: Theſe ſavage Idolaters dy d the Earth with 


| the reeking Gore of human Sacrifices, and polluted their 


lemples with unnatural Proſtitutions; they train'd up 
nd WF Youths for that lewd Purpoſe, and hallow'd their moſt 
| WT kcligious Rites with the moſt flaming Abominations: 


Win a Word, Nature forbids, what their impure Gods 
W commanded, and human Laws purge with Fire, the moſt 
W cſſential Acts of their Religion. | OS, 
W If we leave America, and Ship for Aſia, we ſhall meet 


on, they are not leſs brutal. The Thracians, Huns, and Phæ- 
. ricians worthip'd their Deities, by worrying their own 


b Species, and fo built their Piety on Murders and Cruel- 
W ty. In Africa the Superſtition of the Carthaginians was 


an more cruel in their Temples, than their Generals in the 
Field: They lock d poor Infants in the glowing Statues 
are of Saturn and plac'd their Devotion rather in the Tor- 
nent, than Death of Innocents. The old Egyptians 
fie WW drown'd their Reaſon in Honour of Mars; and then 
ene proſecuted their Devotion with Clubs and Swords; and 
be was judg'd the moſt Zealous, who had the leaſt of a 
url Man, and moſt of a Butcher. t 
for BW The Babylonians and Phenicians defil'd their Temples 
029 Wh ith Whoredom and Sodomy. Proſtitution always pre- 
ceded Marriage ; and thoſe Women who refus'd to Shave 
heir Heads, were doom'd to expoſe their Honour, and 
they WW © adorn the Temple of Venus with the ſpoils of their 
calc haltity: So that thoſe infamous Religions branded Ho- 
5 eſty with Infamy ; they ſtigmatiz d Continence, ennobled 


wdneſs, 1 2 I bluſh 


W with the ſame Vices; tho the People are more civiliz d, 


more formidable than their Arms; and their Prieſts were 
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324 The Gentleman Infirufied. 


| I bluſh at the very Thought of the Rites of Ven ts; MM 
Crrinthian, where Women were ordain'd Prieſts by te 
moſt ſcandalous and outragious Acts of Luſt ; and co 
ſecrated by Adulteries : They were Strumpets before the pre 
could be * for Prieſthood ; and deſerv'd Bridemm h 
to be fit for the Altar. I ſuppoſe theſe Religions com Ca 
not within the Pale of Permiſſion: For how can Gol te" 
permit thoſe Actions good Men condemn, and Deb une 
chees bluſh at; that ſtartle Nature, and confound Wick Pre 
edneſs? He muſt take Notice of ſuch Enormities, or u. % 
nounce Sanctity; he muſt puniſh them, or let fall hz Ml 
Claim to Juſtice: In fine, he muſt maintain his Charade, I | 
The Atheiſt who denies God, is leſs criminal, than han- 
who worſhips him with Murders and Fornication. : 
Ariov. God permits not thoſe Religions that affront M M 
Nature, and diſcard the firſt Principles of Reaſon: When me 
Temples become Slaughter-houſes, and Prieſts Butchers; 
when the Stews are Conſecrated, and Adulteries Cano 
niz d, it's time to ſeparate from ſuch Congregations, | 
 Evujeb. You ſound a Retreat: Firſt God commanded e 
to Conform to the Religion of the Country where w 
dwell; then you turn'd his Command into a Permiſſion; 
and now you reſtrain this: Like the Parthians, you fight 
in your Retreat, and place your Safety in your Heels: Wi 2 
But this Expedient will not anſwer Expectation : I have e 
you in View; and will not leave the Chace, till I have :? 
either run down your Impiety, or confounded it. But, 
Sir, ſuppoſe a Montezuma ſhould threaten Death, unleſs 
you abjurd Chriſt for Vitziliputxli, would not God on 
ſo preſſing an Occaſion, permit you to embrue you 
Hands in human Sacrifices? _ | 
Ariov. No Man living in a noble Way fears Death [eſs M 
than my ſelf: I would come into the World merely to 
make a handſome Exit Vet I would not part with my 
Life for a Ceremony: My Belief is not untradtable; if 
can bow upon Occaſions, and connive at thoſe things i 
does not approve: What is not Impious, is always Law 
ful; and therefore I would rather upon an ExigenC) 
Conform, than Die. Tho'I am ſure there are Autipodeſ 
I would not, like that fooliſh Biſhop, maintain the Truth 
at the Expence of my Blood; this would be to trifle ava] 
Life; and is rather a Demonſtration of my Folly, than 
of the roundneſs of the Earth. © 1 
| 506 ho 
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"BE Should Montezuma command me in his Dominions to 
| . ab jure Chriſt, 1 thould reverence his Orders : For the Su- 
preme Magiſtrate 's Will, is the Law of the Sub ject: But 
| whether I might in Conſcience eſpouſe his 24s 1% is a 
Caſe worthy of ſome ſober Reflections: For Life is a 
| {tender Thing; SelE-preſervation has Charms; and the 
Wunexperiencd Condition of Separation is a very lawful 
WPretext to ſtay in the World: To be fired or baſtinado- 
ed hence is a painful Operation, and we are not oblig'd 
to ſuch a troubleſome Removal, . „ 
W Beſides, Life (I conceive) was given us for noble Ends; 
and therefore we muſt not part with it out of a Bravado: 
ik we disband, and leave our Colours without our great 
Masters Leave, we ſhall pay for our Deſertion, and 
meet with a worſe Welcome from an angry God in the 


next World, than from a barbarous Emperor in this. 
Leeing therefore I may give my Heart to God, whilſt I 


offer human Sacrifices to the Mexican Idol; I may rather 
conform, than die for Diſobedience: For he who forces, 
. WT commits the Sin (if the Action be unlawful) not he who 
. WT obeys by Compulſion. WD 
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n unfortunate Star to mi carry. You may dip your Hands 

L in Blood, plunge your Body into the very fink of Lewd- 

n neſs, and with a ſafe Conſcience make over your Soul to 

| the Devil; an omnipotent Caſt of the Heart rectifies all, 

d * £200 Intention attones for a bad one. 
Y 3 But 


„ < ner 
» p . ——— 


|S The Company ſtartled at this ſtrange Divinity: A- ö 
„ mazement tied their Tongues ; and Horror run through N 
» WS every Joint. At laſt it's well (cry d Euſebius) we have | 
both Scripture to appeal to, otherways we might be puz- 1 
, led by the Impudence of thoſe, who treat Goodneſs un- lf 
: handſomely by Practice, and unchriſtianly by detending 0 
- their Exceſſes : Their Manners are ſo bad, that nothing | 
can be worſe but the Wit and Confidence they employ to 'þ 
| excuſe them. I ſee (continu'd Euſebius) you meaſure 1 
Mans Perfections downwards, and judge him more rea- # 
o WY fonable, the leſs he acts with Reaſon. | b 
Dou are a Leveller in Morality, as well as in Religion, 1 

it and make no Diſtinction between Vice and Vertue; or {BY 

'· at leaſt with an extatick Turn of the Heart, you tranſ- 1 

form one into the other: This is Direction of Intenti- 1 
an wich a Witneſs. A Man that can juggle the moſt 1 
5 flagitious Crimes into Piety, muſt be born under a very * 
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But why did you juſt now exempt from the gener, 
Permiſſion of thoſe Religions, that in the Act of Worſhiy ſi 
affront Nature? For you may turn your Heart to God e. 
very jot as well, when your Life is ſecure, as when iti 
endanger'd; fo that if Direction of Intention ſalves Con 
ſcience on ſome Occaſions, it may on all: Do not Mu- 
ders, Cruelties, and moſt unnatural Luſts turn up« iſ 
Nature when my Life lies at Stake, as well as when t 
does not? Do they jar with Reaſon when I hazard N, 
thing, and fawn upon it when I riſque All? Certainly Wl 
ins of this black Dye vary not with Circumſtances, they 
change not their Nature as the Cameleon does his Co 
Jour ; their Blackneſs lies in the Complexion, not on 
the Fancy; they are always the ſame, id eff, odious to 
God, and abominable in the Sight of Men. b: 
You ſay Life was given us for noble Ends, and there. 
Fore muſt not be flung away, either in a Pet or Brava 
do: It's true, but then what can Imagination frame 
more Noble, more Sublime ; than the Defence of Gods 
Honour, and our own Nature? Than to vindicate the 
Juſt Rights and Prerogatives of Vertue from the illegal 
D ſurpations of Vice? Theſe Enterprizes are worthy of: 
Man; it's more glorious to die for ſuch a Cauſe, than to 
conquer in the Field. When we Sacrifice our Lives for 
him who gave them, our Generofity will be pleaded to Ad- 
vantage, not only in the next World, but alſo in this. No 
Action is truly Glorious, that is not Vertuous ; and there 
ffłore your Ceſar's and Alexander's, in ſpite of all Trophies, 
are Infamous in the Sight of God; their Temerity is laught 
at by the Angels, and their Ambition ſeverely puniſhdby 
the Protector of Orphans, and juſt Avenger of Pupils: 
They had nothing great bur Pride and Folly; their Glory 
ſprung from Plunder, and their Renown from Slaughter; 
but if they deſerve Praiſe for ranſacking Cities, for over 
turning Kingdoms, and invading Empires, we may make 
' Panegyricks of Plagues, raiſe Triumphal Arches to Fa- 
mines, and erect Statues to Hurricans, or Tnundations: 
In a Word, we live merely to ſerve God ; this is our End; 
and a noble One: Paſſion indeed, or Diſcontent, are il 
Diſeaſes to die of, but then Libertiniſm is a dangero 
Motive to live: Our Diſobedience is no leſs Criminal 
when we refuſe to quit our Poſt upon Command, than 
when we abandon it without Order: We are diſcharg 


of 
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of the Duty of Living, when we muſt purchaſe Breath at 


the Expence of Conſcience; and certainly we forfeit In- 
nocence, when we commit, or abett Murders or Adulte- 


| | when we cannot keep it without Treaſon againſt Nature, 
and Rebellion againſt its Auto. 
But, Iſuppoſe, the noble End you propoſe to your elf, 


ſtretch Nature to it's utmoſt, and not to venture one fingle 
Pulſe, but upon good Security of Pleafure : Yon had ra- 
ther ſpend it in the Service of Venus, than of Vertue; ra- 
ther conſume by Inches, and paſs through a Courſe of 


to be Well one Moment, and Dead'the next : IF you call 


mous one: In ſhort, you are relaps d into your firſt Er- 
Tor, and only defend it with a new-found Extravagance : 


gain. | 1 
fore an Audience unacquainted with ſuch Libertine Prin- 


- therto play d the Fool. Sir, (ſaid he to Ex ſebius) "=> — 
ſome abett the Doctrine I have deliver d, yet it diſpleaſes 
me: cannot cloſe with ſuch wild Ideas of Religion, 
and rather propos d em as a'Jeſt than a Truth: I cannot 
commit a Crime to ſave my Skin, nor even purchaſe Life 


empted from the general Permiſſion. 
Euſeb. Imuſt own you have made a handſome Retreat; 
you have given a pretty turn to a monſtrous Principle; 
but for the future, pray remember, that to Blaſpheme in 
Jeſt, is to Sin in Earneſt. All other Religions at leaſt are 
Stanch, are they not? I put this Queſtion to avoid Mi- 
flakes, for we have been to Day upon the Blunder, 
. ᷣ ͤ ͤ K ͤ 
Euſeb. Remember your Conceſſion, for by and bye we 
thall diſcard all the idolatrous, Worſhips of the old 
World, together with thoſe of the New: The Roman, 
Grecian, and old Afyrian Polytheiſm, will no more paſs 
Muſter, than that of Mexico, Pern, Jupiter, Apollo, 
| T 


4 Mars, 


ries; and by conſequence, a Man muſt part with Life, 
is to ſpin out Life, as long as the Thread will reach; to 


1 


Phyſick, or a Sweating-Tub into the next World, than 


this a noble End, you will be at a loſs to aſſign an infa- 


The Amendment is ridiculous and impious into the Bar- 
Arioviſtus ſaw he had ſpoke his Mind too frankly, be- 


ciples, and therefore he very nicely confeſs'd he had hi- 


at the Price of Murder, or Adultery ; and therefore I free- 
Iy grant, that thoſe Religions that enjoy Abominations 
in their Rituals and Liturgies, are out-dated, and ex- 
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Mars, Juno, and Minerva, will be kick d out of thei; WW 
Temples, as well as Vitziliputzli, Will God be wo. 
ſhip'd as an eternal Being, or as a Creature? As Ration, 
al, or Irrational ? As infinitely Holy, or as an Adulterer, 
Drunkard, or Mutherer? 1 555 ” = 
Arioviſius ſaw the Drift of this Quere, and was at, 
ſand for a handſome Anſwer ; he perceiv'd himſelf en. 
 compaſs'd on all Sides, and knew not which way to. 
vade the Danger: To ſay God requires to be honour, 
as a Being infinite Holy, infinite Wiſe, Eternal, and Ind» 
pendant, was to give up the Cauſe without Diſpute, anl 
to acknowledge himſelf foil'd before the Combat: Ou 
the other Side, he durſt not venter to atfirm, God is 
content to be worſhip d as a Creature, an Adulterer, ot 

a Murtherer; he thought ſuch hideous Abſurdities would 
rate upon the Ears of his Auditors, unaccuſtom'd to 
| Blaſphemies, and ill diſpos d to hear them with Indiem- 
The Gentleman that came with him, ſaw his Concer, 
and reſoly'd to diſingage his Friend from the Embarafs; 
wherefore (turning himſelf to Euſebius) the Anſwer 
(ſaid he) to your Quære, in my Opinion is obvious: 
God requires that Worſhip which correſponds to the nz- 

_ tural Knowledge we have of him; now Nature tells me 
he is a Being Eternal, Independant, infinitely Wiſe, and 
infinitely Holy, therefore God commands us to adore hin 
under this Notion, 1 TOs | 

Exſeb. You have brought the Controverſy to the very 
Point I defir'd, and have utterly defeated your Friend's 
Syſtem : For if God muſt be ador'd as Eternal, Indepet- 
dant, infinitely Wiſe, infinitely Hoh; had I been at Rowe 
in the Reign of Fupiter, Apollo, Mercur), &c. I could 
not have believed nor talked of God as the Romans did; 
much leſs had it been lawful in Egypt to adore an Onion, 
an Ox, a Crocodile, or a Hippopotamus ; for theſe Cres 
tures have no Perfection, that comes near thoſe noble 
Attributes of Eternity, and Independence, v6. 85 
Saturn was Jupiters Father, Juno his Siſter; ſo that 
their Nativity muſt fall infinitely ſhort of Eternity; its 
of a very freſh Date, of a late Edition, and younger than 
Time: They had a Father, and therefore are Depen- 
dent: Their Sanctity keeps pace with their Eternity: 
Jupiter firſt welter d in his Father's Blood, ane: he | 
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aſurpd his Kingdom; fo that he rather deſerv'd to be 
ung into the Tybur with a Cock, and a Serpent, than to 
de ſeated in the Capitol; and the Gemoniæ better ſuited 
WS with his Crimes, than an Altar. 1 was a Miſs, even 
to her Brother; and as infamous for Scolding, as her In- 
ceſt: She deſerv'd at leaſt a Houſe of Correction for the 
ft Crime, and a Ducking-ſtool for the Second. Mer- 
aan was a Jack of all Trades; ſometimes he play d the 
Piper, ſometimes the Sharper : he turn d Pofi-Boy upon 
Occaſions, and then Cut- Fur ſe: And to ſhew the World 
he could ſtoop to the baſeſt Crimes, as well as the mean- 
eſt Employments, he ſets up for a Pimp, a Pander, and 
Procurer. Apollo may be ſaid better than his Father, only 
W becauſe he was not quite ſo bad: His Amours were with- 
W out Number, as they were without Shame : The Hea- 
chen Theology ſeems to have drawn in this Perſon the Pi- 
cure of a perfect Bean; for it allowd him ſome Wit, 
more Beauty, a World of Impudence, but no Conſci- 
ence. Theſe were Divinities of the firſt Claſs ; mojorum 
Gentium; Gods of Quality and Figure; in fine, of the 
Upper Hon ſe. And yet Partiality it ſelf, would not have 
cleared them at any Bar: I except the Right of Ignoramus 
Furies, when Crimes found Mercy, and Innocence Hal- 
ters. The Egyptian Deities Ohris and Anubis were of 
the ſame Stamp; there were neither better, nor more An- 
cCient, than thoſe of Nome and Greece. . 
Nov, Sir, if God commands us to worſhip him as an 
| eternal and independent Being; we cannot clap in with a 
Roman, Grecian, or Egyptian Congregation ; nay, nor 
| with any Idolatrous one, that is, or ever was in the 
World: For they tell us, God is a Man, a Woman, a 
Snake, a Tree, a Crocodile, and a Red-Cloth : But it's evi- 
dent theſe poor Creatures can claim no Right to Eternity, 
much leſs to Independence; therefore had I liv'd in theſe 
lind Ages, when Serpents crawl'd upon Altars, and Mon- 
ers invaded Temples, I could not proſtrate my ſelf be- 
ore them; I muſt have proteſted againſt the Impiety, and 
ther have fallen by the Magiſtrates Hand, than have 
paid Obedience to his Law. . | 
Again, God will be worſhip'd as infinitely Holy: How 
tnen can you fall proſtrate before an inceſtuous Jupiter, 
a thieving Mercury, a bloody Mars, a peeviſh Juno, or 
a proſtitute Venus; Such Crimes entertain no We e 
WII 
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with Sanctity; their place is Hell, not Heaven; and tx 
Criminals rather deſerve Infamy and Tortures, than Ad, 
ration. Does he adore God as infinitely Holy, uu 
acknowledges him guilty of Inceſt, Murther, Felon £ 
and even of thoſe Offences that fright and ſtartle M 
ture? That put to the Bluſh, not only the Modeſty c 
the Innocent, but alſo the very Impudence of th 
—_ In fine, that infect Hell, and plague the Dan Wl 
nel re VU : e 
Moreover, God requires to be honour d as a Being ij 
nitely Wiſe ; by what Rule therefore can you, with tho 
of Coromandel ſay and believe he is an Ape? With th 
Romans, Grecians, and all the other idolatrous People d 
the World, he is a May, a Statue? Or with the fupe- 
ſtitious Egyptian; he is an Onyon, a Wolf, a Crocodile! i 
Some of theſe fantaſtical Deities are even void of Senſe, i 
much more of Reaſon; and the Men-Divinities har: 
left Poſterity no other Marks they had Reaſon, but their ii 
Crimes: We know they had ſome Wit, by the enormou i 
Abuſes of it; their Wiſdom had a ſmall Reach, it went 
no farther, than to lay Snares for fond Boys, or for fin i 
ple Girls: Seeing therefore all the idolatrous Worſt 
that ever was in the World, ſince the Birth of Pohtbei i 
to this very Moment, claſhes with thoſe Notions unde Wi 
which God will be adored, you can no more join vit 
any idolatrous Congregation, than with its Crimes. 1 
remains therefore, that God's Permiſſion is no more Un 
verſa], than his Command ; and though at firſt you wer 
pleas d to extend it to all Religions except two or thre, i 
you muſt now turn the Tables, and exclude all but 19 
or three. So that to conclude, that great Principle, | 
mujt conform to the Religions of thoſe Countries where * 
live, is not only notoriouſly Falſe, but alſo ſcandalous i 
Extravagance, 5 | 
Ariov. You fancy Iam run a-ground, and that yu 
have wounded my Principles beyond Recovery: But fla 
you have been upon the Ramble, and miſtaken yo 
Way: You reaſon upon a falſe Bottom; for you 0? 
poſe Heathens worſhip'd Creatures, and paid Homag 
to Statues; whereas moſt certainly they ador'd the i 
God under thoſe ſenſible Reſemblances ; nor can J” 
reaſonably preſume they worſhip'd Men, Statues, or Be- 


unleſs you ſuppoſe them Fools, to make them inf 
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might then with a ſafe Conſcience adore Jupiter, Apollo, 
and Venus at Nome; and would now (were I in the In- 
dies) bend before Ram, or in Japan before Zacas : For 
theſe viſible Objects are but dark Emblems, or different 
Names of God bleſſed for evermore. Tho' therefore God 
commands me to adore him, as Eternal, Independant, in- 
WT finitely Holy, and infinitely Wiſe; he has not determin'd 
under what Name: Tho we call him Jupiter, Mars, or 
Apoll, he ſcorns to formalize: If Nam, Zacas, or Amidas, 

he will not Pet: A great Name adds not a grain to his 
Perfections, nor can a vulgar Appellatiomdiminiſh them. 
In fine, Reaſon teaches us his Nature, but his Name 
ve learn from Cuſtom ; and this will vary till you bring 
all Languages to their primitive Unity: So that, me- 
W thinks, you have all this while ſkirmiſh'd with a Shadow, 
or fenc'd with a Nothing: You have rais'd a ſottiſh Ido- 
latry in your Brain, merely to deſtroy it: But great 
Wits often miſtake the Queſtion, as well as great Block- 
heads: Like ill-bred Spaniels, they run at Check on a 
falſe Scent; fluſh their own Fancies for their Adverſaries 


1 pe and cry Victory, when they have handſomely 
Iy laſh'd their own Errors. SEG A 


Euſeb. Becauſe juſt now I put you in Mind of ſome 
Miſtakes, and cenſured ſeverely a Vein of Shuffling that 
runs through all your Diſcourſe, you very fairly cruiſe 
for Repriſals, and would fain bring me in Guilty of the 
& {ame over-ſight, I have legally prov'd upon you: Believe 
me, Sir, Thave not caper d in the Air. Iaim'd at your 


ef, Frinciple, and have hit it; and you are ſenſible enough I 
4 am come up to the very Point in Debate; and ſo ſtart a 


new Queſtion, either to entangle me, or to delude the 
Audience. But I intend not to wade far in this Contro- 
verly, Whether the Pagans adored the true God under the 
Shape of Jupiter, Apollo, Cc. Dactor Stillin. maintain d 
they did, but all impartial Men wiſh'd he had employ d 


275 his Talents on a more defenſible Subject; for certain] 
ol his Reputation ſuffer'd in the Enterprize, and he had 
2 lhew'd more judgment in ſtepping over ſo nice a Point, 


than he did Wit, in treating it ſo little to the Purpoſe. 
However, becauſe you have flung this Difficulty in my 
Way, I muſt take ſome Notice of it ; not that the Iſſue 
of our preſent Diſpute depends on the Deciſion of this 
Welton ; but becauſe Iam reſolv'd to give . full 
| | atlse 
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Satisfaction. I ſay then; That the Heathens did not adi 
the true God, under the Names of Jupiter, Mars, Apollo, 
&c. and this is ſo manifeſt a Truth, that a Man muſt 
{hut his Eyes to overlook it: Dii non fuerunt ab ztery 
fed ita eorum quiſquis natus eſt ut nos naſcimur. Your Gad; 
(ſays Athenagoras to the Gentiles) are not Eternal, the 
were all Born, as we are: And Min, Felix laughs at the 
Pagans for adoring thoſe as Gods, who were born and 
died like Men: Manifeſtum eſt homines illos fuiſſe, qus 
& natos legimus, & mortuos ſcimus. St. Cyprian de Il 
Van. proves they were not Gods, becauſe they had been 
Kings. Deos non eſſe, quos colit Vulgus binc notum ef; 
Reges enim fuerunt And when ſome Gentiles (to delude 
thoſe Chriſtian Arguments they could not anſwer) had 
the Impudence to deny er, ee rh any Man. Arn: 
as confutes their wrerched Evaſion, and proves home up 
on them, they really adored Men, though they bluſhed to 
own the Folly, lib. 11. cont. Gent. Vos hominem nullun 
colitis ? Non unum vel alium ? Non innumeros alios ? Quin 
imo non omnes, quos in Templis veſiris mortalium ſuſtuli 
| flis ex numero, & cœlo ſideribuſque donaſtis 2 Et infra jan 

profetto diſcetis quibus ſinguli patribus, quibus matribus fit 
rint procreati; qua in regione nati, qua gente, que fett. 


rint, egerint, pertulerint. But to put an end to the Cone | ; 


troverſy, take a Turn to the Capitol, and you will ſe 
what Opinion the Pagans had of Jupiter, Qui ejus nutri 
cem in Capitolio poſuerunt ; who placed his very Nurſe, 
Wife, Siſter, and Daughter in this auguſt Temple, | 
might here bring a Cloud of Witneſſes, who liv'd and 
eonvers'd with Heathens, who ſtudied their profane 
Theology to confute it; who were Men of Learning and 
Probity, and never calumniated an Adverſary to opprels 
him: But what I have ſaid ſuffices to convince a rational 
Man, that the Pagans adored Creatures, not the Creaton 
under borrow'd Names as you pretend. 

Ariov. Indeed the Vulgar might poſſibly miſtake tht 
Fables of Homer for Articles of Religion, and mode! 
their Faith by Ballads: They might divide God into 
Sex, and worthip Men and Women before Statues theit 
Repreſentatives ; but you muſt grant this groſs Impiei 
concern d only the Rabble ; the Philoſophers and lead; 


ing Men were above ſuch an Abſurdity. 
Enſeh No 
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Enſeb. No donbt the Philoſophers condemn'd in theit 
Hearts thoſe very Deities they ador'd; but their Practice 
varied from their Judgment, and tho' they were Theiſts 
in the Schools, they were Polytheiſts in the Temples. 
God was not worſhip'd according to the Ideas of Philoſo- 
phers, but of Poets. Quid ſibi vult iſta non poetica ſed 
inimica plane Varietas, Deos ſecundum Philo ſophos in libris 
querere, ſecundum poetas in templis adorare. Ang. lib. 2. 
de Conſen. Evan. Cap. 23. And if you doubt of this, I 
muſt deſire you once more in St. Auſtins Name to enter 
into the Capitol ; this was the Seat of Jupiter; O. M. id 
„% of Rome's ſupream God. Here you will find Amal- 
WF hc a Goat, who nurs d this Deity ; his Siſter, Wife, and 
W Daughter ; evident Arguments, the Romans thought he 
vas a Man to whom they paid ſupream Honour: For if 
W they thought he was Eternal, why gave they him 2 
Nurſe ? If independent, why did they confeſs he ow'd 
his Preſervation to Goats Milk ? And then : If he were 
not a Man, what did he with a Wife? Or how came 
W he by a Daughter? Do not tell me, theſe are poetical 
W Inventions ; I know they are: But theſe Fables were ex- 
pos d by the Heathen Divines, and cull'd out of Poems 
do piece up Religion; they were abſurd, it's true, yet 
W dcliev'd by ſome, and reverenc'd by all. In fine, if Poets 
invented them, the Prieſts adopted em; they were 
convey d from the Stage to the Temple by Blindneſs and 


* WW Superſtition, and what Men laugh'd at in one place, they 
WE adored in the other. Nunquid & Capitolia Romanorum 
19 opera ſunt Poetarum ? Auguſt. Lib. 6. de Civ. Dei. 

1 But if we ſuppoſe againſt Scripture, againſt the Au- 
1 thority of Pagans themſelves, and the concurrent Teſti- 
r monies of Ages, that the Heathens did adore the ſu- 
1 pream God hleſſed for Evermore; this will not better your 
l auſe, nor prejudice mine: For ſtill, it's as clear as 
or, plain Fact can make a Thing, that when they worſhip'd 
him under the Shape of Jupiter, they clap'd upon his infi- 
0 nite Sanctity Rapes and Adalteries : They impeach'd him 


aof Robberies under the Notion of Mercury, of Cruelty 
0 under that of Mars, &c. Nay, they ſtrip'd him of all 
iſdom under the Figures of Beaits, and even of Senſe 
under thoſe of Onions, Fire, and Water. If therefore we 
are oblig d to adore God as a Being Eternal, Independent, 
finitely Holy, and infinitely Wiſe ; you could not believe, 
nor 
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nor worſhip God, as the old Heathens did, nor can you 
o over to any Fagan Society that now is, either in the Me 
Eaft or Weſt Indies: For though they do worſhip the true 
and inviſible God, under viſible and material Images, ye WW 
they charge him with a thouſand Impertinencies, defſtry. 
ive to thoſe Notions under which he commands Wor- 
' ſhip. So that we muſt reform your Theſis, and daſh out 
of the univerſal Permiſſion, not only two or three, but 
two or three thouſand Religions eftabliſh'd in the World Ml 
by Cuſtom, and maintain dd by all the Supports of Force 
and Authority: For they outrage Nature, and burleſque 
God's moſt ſacred Attributes; they rifle his Majeſty, en- 
trench upon his Wiſdom, aſperſe his Sanity, and tun 
his very Being into Farce and Raillery. 
Arxioviſtus was at a Nonplus, and his Concern flew to 
his Face: Nay, his uſual Confidence withdrew, and 
even Raillery the laſt Defence of Libertines deſertel 
him; ſo that he made a Figure worthy of Laughter and 
Compaſſion: At laſt he reſolv'd to gain Time for Refle. 
ction, and therefore addreſſing himſelf to the Lady; 
Madam, (ſaid he) I have almoſt talk'd my ſelf out cf 
Breath, an Hours reſpite will not be unſeaſonable; with 
your leave, we will put off the Concluſion till the Ever 
ing. : a 
pon Conditfon (anſwer'd the Lady) you'll retum 
to the Conference, or condemn your Principles. 
Ariov. IIl be bound for my Appearance, or if you ak o 
better Security, my Friend, I preſume, will give in Bal 
for my forth-coming : Then turning himſelf ro Euſebiu 
we are (continu'd he) in the Pit, and muſt fight it out: 
There is no place left for Retreat. Leaving the Comps 
ny, he walk d into the Garden, rather to conceal his Ci» 
grin, than to take the Air: And indeed I wonder not at 
his Concern ; for it's obſerv'd, that though Libertines 
hate Conſcience, they are fond of Honour; they a BY" 
Creatures made up of Pride and Arrogance, and there 
fore neither know h-w to bear an Advantage with Mo 
deration, nor a Diſappointment with Patience. 
When he was gone: Iam ſurpriz'd (ſaid the Lady) 2 
the Gentleman's Confidence; ſurely his Aſſurance weigh 
more than his judgment; why elſe will he bring lis 
Cauſe to another Hearing? I love not to laugh at an” 


ther Man's Misfortune, nor to draw Pleaſure from " 
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cConfuſion: But, methinks, I cannot be ſorry to ſee Ir- 
eligion puniſh d in its grand Protector: Humiliations 
Vork more on a Libertine's Underſtanding, than Demon- 
Wcation ; and thoſe that cannot be argu d out of looſe 
WPrinciples, are ſometimes ſham'd out of them. a 
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is Friend) nothing could be more accompliſh'd than he; 
orſe: He laughs at. the difference between Good and 


be very thinking there is any: N; he defines. Sin, 4 
bing that ſome live by inveighing againſt, and others by 
Wrattifing, And hence it is, that he, not only makes a 
dice, but a boaſt of Sin, and defends it with as much 
WGreedineſs as he commits it. | 5 

Euſeb. But, Sir, though ſuch Men carry off the Reputa- 
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Standard of Mankind: We are not (God be thank'd) 
Fools enough to take Scoffs for Arguments, nor Raillery 


at it's caſter to ſport with 
Indeed, if Arioviſtus could jeſt, Sin into Nothing, his 
Mirth would not be unreaſonable: But the wild Humour 
fa Debauchee, cannot work upon the Nature of things: 


hat none more certai 


ut: eſt of Sin, and a Pageant of Religion: For tho a Man 
1 ho dares defy God, .and look Damnation in the Face, 
„ay be Witty, Iam ſure he is ſuperlatively Fooliſh. 


Hot indeed concern'd at his Diſgrace; no, he rather felt 
mptoms of Indignation than of Pity ; and wiſh'd he 
d defended his Foft with greater Bravery, or render'd 
t with more Ignominy : For having been deluded by 
Irwviſus, he thought the Weakneſs of his Defence 


| ould glance upon his own Reputation, and that the 
ghs orld would tax him of Levity, or Simplicity, for em-. 
his WF * ing Latitudinarianiſm upon ſo weak Grounds, One 
no- rould ſwear, faid he in a Paſſion, theſe Men by their 
1 alk had engroſs d all the Wit ok the Nation; as well 
on | 9 0 


Were the Vertue of Axioviſſus equal to his Wit (ſaid 
; Fut 1 muſt own, his Morals are bad, and his Principles 


vi! And I have heard him ſay, No Sin is blacker, than 


. tion of Wit, they have too little of the Man, to be the 


Wor Reaſon: He is a great . m who knows not 
| ertue, than to practice it; 


Vit may dive into Eſſences, but not tranſmute them. 
owever, I hope to reaſon the Gentleman out of Conceit 
och of his Wit and Religion, and to perſuade him that 
hoſe are Fools who ſport themſelves into Hell; and 
| - do ſo, than thoſe who make a 


4doxus was no leſs mortify'd than Arioviſtus. He was 
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1 as the Vices; yet bring them to the Touchſtone; in 
you'll find nothing but Droſs ; they argue as ill as they WW. 
believe, and are as great Strangers to Reaſon, as to Vertue 
they diſpute no more methodically than they live, an 
and are as weak in Principle, as violent in Paſſion. 7 
doxus was going on, when Dinner put an end to his In. 
vective. Arioviſius had not walk d away his Reſentment IM 
he brought it to Table, and even diſcover d it by endes 
vouring to conceal it: He run up Pleaſantry to AﬀeRation, 
and made himſelf ridiculous, not to appear in a Paſſion: . 
q So that the Lady told him with a Smile, He was merry 
T of Vexation ; but Arioviſizs let the Complement tall, 
1 thifiking it the beſt way, to connive at a petty Affrom WW 
he durſt not Revenge; and ſo they enter d upon a Cor Wi, 
_ verſation of indifferents ubjects. * 
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1 DIALOGUE XI. : 
| z ARIOVISTUS is forc'd to confeſs, that one only Relyin : 


is Saving. | 
T HE Lady invited the Company into the Garden af. ; 


ter Dinner: She was impatient to ſee the Iſſue o 
the Diſpute, which ſhe hop'd would prove di ſadvanta Wh 
ous to Arioviſizs : Nay, the morning Succeſs had nt Wi 
only allay'd her Fears, but even given her an Aſſurance, Bi 
that Truth would triumph over Falfity, and Religion WM 
ever Impiety ; beſides, ſhe flatter'd herſelf, her Son woull 
profit by Arioviſtus's Misfortune, and deſert thoſe Tenet 
his Maſter was not able to defend; for he was diſſatisfel Wn 
with the Morning's Performance, and the Abilities d. 
Arioviſtus came not up to his ExpeRation : He ſa hun 
always upon the Retreat, and that he rather ſhuffled that 
| argued ; he ſcarce durſt look an Argument in the Face; e 
and though he ſometimes fenc'd off Blows, he never ga 
any: In fine, he turn'd ſhort upon himſelf, and generall 
confuted one Reply by the contrariety of the other; f 
that Eudoxus ſuſpected the Cauſe of Arioviſfus was 9 
better than the Defence of it, and that he pleaded 1h 
becauſe it was deſtitute of Reaſon. | | 
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After a Turn or two in the Garden, the Lady lead- 
ing che Company into an Arbor, methinks, ſaid ſhe 
to Axrioviſtus, this Place was made for Converſation ; 
be have both Time and Convenience to give a ſe- 
ond Hearing: You are lam ſure a Gentleman of your 
. : ord. | | | | | 

N 1 Madam, I deſire nothing more: Let us then, 
W-ontinu'd he, turning himſelf to Euſebius, begin where we 
Woke off this Morning. Be pleas'd, Sir, to remember, I 
aſt before you a Scheme of thoſe Religions that are 
node among our young Town-Sparks.. Some are ſo 
nazingly irreligious, as to turn Religion into a Trick 
f State; they fay it's a Slave to Government, and can- 
Wot oblige till it paſſes into Law, but then it's binding, 
Whough never ſo execrable. 5 | 
Others retrench from this Command, thoſe Religions 
at welter in Blood, and flame with Proſtitution: Such 
Wiclicions, they ſay, are fram'd for Gelops, and calcula» 
Wed for Sodom and Gomorrba: A Man muſt turn a Lyon, 
WW: Baboon, to practiſe the Duties of ſuch Churches, 
aa Devil to command em: Wherefore they ſtigma- 
Nee the Believers of ſuch ſcandalous Tenets, and throw 
th the Crendenda and Agenda out of the Pale of God's 
Wer miſſion: But then, a few excepted, all others, they 
Wy, are allow'd of; a good Intention rectifies their Er- 


8 


rs, and even compounds for Idolatry its ſelf; it per- 
nol ades God to wink at Impiety, and to take Affront for 
nct, WFeneration. This is, no doubt, to treſpaſs upon his 
gion podneſs, to make bold with his Greatneſs, and to treat 
ould Ws Mijeſty with Scorn and Contempt. 1 
ene The Company ſmil'd, and admit d no leſs the Gentle - 
ishel ns Confidence, than the Contrivance ; by this little 
es fee he very handſomely heav'd the Shame of the De- 
hin t trom himſelf to thoſe young Sparks, whoſe Per ſuaſi- 
| that he pretended to defend: But the Impoſture lay too 
Face; en to trapan the Company, for he diſputed not as Se- 
x gave , but as Principal ; and pleaded his own Cauſe, not 
era ers: But thoſe ) len are above the Niceties of Honour. 
b ongilio's of ed fp ha Sr wtms Y 


* 


Euſebius knew not well how to model his Countena nce, 
was both tempted, to laugh, and to frown; for the. 
mn was witty, tho! impudent. At laſt; dir, ſaid he to 
poviſias, I thought you had undertaken the Defence of 
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your own Religion, not of John an Oaks; I love not 
encounter Repreſentatives, nor to engage with Corporatim 'Y 
by proxy. However, Lam glad you have chang d dide 
and left the Poſt of an Advocate for that of an Accufe, 'F 
we have at laſt made fome Progreſs: For now its: 
U on, that in ſpight of Mr. Hobbs and his Profely 
the Laws of Common wealth muſt not be the Standardd 
our Faith; that God permits not (much leſs commanyl 
us) to convene with thoſe Congregations in RelicinM 
that countenances Impieties; in fine, that Idolatiy in 
vades God's Right, ſtrikes at his Prerogative, and dan 
upon his very Ferfon: So that in Concluſion, thoſe Rel: 
gions that are permitted take up but little Room, alli 
may be caſt up without the help of Arithmetrict: Non . 
Sir, favour us with a Draught of your Tenets. 5 
Arion. With all my Heart, I neither bluſh to ach Wi: 
ledge my Religion, nor fear to defend it: It's upright u 
its Principles, and reaſonable in the Application: Irs: 
ted for all Capacities: The Peaſant comprehends it, er 
the Philoſopher admires it: In a word, my Religion “ 
What Men call Natural : It's of the fame Date with or WF 
Nature, and came into the World with Adam: Gl 
printed every Article of it in our Hearts, before the l. 
vention of the Preſs, and it's propagated by Generatio8 
We carry our Goſpel and Prophecies within us, which 
neither be corrupted by Malice, Ignorance, or Inda 
tency. Our Creed is plain, and our Decalogue ſhort, VF" 
comprehenſive. We believe a God, Maker of Heaven Ain. 
Eartb; a Cod that puniſhes Vice, and rewards Venue; "i" 
requires no Sacrifice, but of our Hearts, no Reſpect, but “ 
of bis Grandeur, and Obedience to his. Commands , wr i 
ene anal 
ne 5). | © | * | _ - 
a This Religion is Univerſal: It's neither confnd ore 
Time, nor Place: It takes in all Ages, and runs tho 
Cli mates: It obli ges the moſt ineult Netfongek cheWai 
together with the moſt Polite; and becauſe all Knol Ws... 
Precepts, no Man is exempted from their Obedien 1 
Yet it permits thoſe Rires and Ceremonies, tho vall 1 
ſuperſtitious, which claſh not with, the above-men 
| Tenets: But the very Moment a Religion coins 77. 
ticle, oppoſite. to the BelieF of a God, or contrary 9; 


Ich 


Attributes of his Sanctity, Wiſdom, Juſtice, or 0 


( 


c 
y 
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When it refuſes to this all-powerful Being an Acknows- 
edament of Dependence, and withal reverſes this great 
law of Nature, Quod tibi non vis fieri, alteri ne fecer1s ; 
ay, the Moment a Religion falls into ſuch bare-fac'd 
ngpieties, it becomes Sacrilegious and Abominable: And 
or this reaſon, I extend God's Permiſſion to three On- 
Religions, the Chriſtian, Fewiſh, and Mahowetan ; for 
hoſe alone ſtand upon the Law of Nature; they itil 
noſt excellent Principles, and regulate our Duty ts 
od, and our Obligation to Ren. 
= E--/:b. Do you ſpeak your own Thoughts? 1 put the 


5 


Ariov. It's my Opinion, and will ſtand the hoſt ſe- 
cre Teſt of Reaſon; nothing material can poffibly be 


n | . n. | a 
i DOeftion for a Caution againſt Miſtakes, for we have 
lay d away the Morning at croſs Queſtions. Horm 


W-ought againſt it. 
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Esſeb. For all that, I hope to baniſh two of the three 

i Mcligions out of the Permiſſion; nay, and force you to 

WW onfeſs there are no more Religions than God's. A 

enn, you ſay, may commence a Jew when he has ta- 
en the Per at Chriſtianity, and change Baptiſm for 
A ircumciſion; and when he has taken a Surfeit of the 

Ea, he may piouſly ſtrike off to Mecha, and truck 
he Fentateuch for the Alcoran. e Rs 

Fil Ariov. He may. 5 | | 

i Eaſeb. With a ſafe Conſcience, therefore in England 
bi ee may believe Chrif is the true Meſſias, born of a Vir- 

in, true God, and true Man; who dy'd for our Sins, 

d was butcher'd by our Malice: But when we have 

even up our Names to a Rabbin, and are adopted into 
re of the Tribes, we may change Language, and as 


: ately proteſt the Meſſias is yet to come; that Chriſt is a 
ere Man, nothing different from others, but that he was 


ore Criminal; that he dy'd for his own Offences, not 
rr ours; that 1 took him off, not Envy : We may 
oh elieve theſe Tenets, and ſwear to the Truth of every 


litle. The Chriſtian engages God's Authority for the 


ch of his Creed, the Jew takes the ſame Liberty; yet 
om": vide jars with the other. Here is a down. right Con- 
"diction, nor can all the Artifice of Logick, all the Pow- 
co the Almighty reconcile both Sides. IF the Chriſti- 
ol bp be in the Right, the Jew is in the Wrong; and if 
101 


te Chriſtian. 2 2 ov. 
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ruth ſtands for the Jew, it niuſt'o Necellity abandon 
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not take both Sides: For tho you are ignorant with 


he permits me to refuſe Worſhip to Feſus Chriſt; nay, to 
blaſpheme him. If I may turn off to the Chriſtians, he 


3 not: If the Secon 5 I muſt not adore him, for tho 
a 


_— 
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he cant alienate the Title: But again, if Chriſt be Coch 


A 
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that Nature condemns : His prerogative-Royal reachei 


only Man, God permits Idolatry, id eff, a Sin of tit 
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Ariov. You have Reaſon, but becauſe I know not 
which fide Truth favours, I may join with either. 
Euſeb. Suppoſing your Pretenſions grounded, you can: 


which Party Truth ſides, you are ſure it can't ſtand for 
both; ſo that tho in your Hypotheſis you may either be 
Jew or Chriſtian, you can't be both ſucceſſively. If yoy 
ſwear to the Chriſtian Symbol to day, and to the Jewiſh 
to morrow, you are perjur'd beyond all peradventure; 
for you know the Tenets of theſe two Churches dont 
nick like Tallies. | %%% ᷑ D Wo | E 
But this is not all (continu'd Euſebius) if God permits 
me to take up with the Brethren of the Circumciſion, 


permits me to adore 1 Now either he is God, or be 


God be Maſter of his Favours, he is not of his Honour; 
he can't make this over to any Creature by a Deed d 
Gift, or Conveyance; tho' he be Eternal, like a Mun 


certainly he requires Adoration as an indiſpenſable Duty, 
and if we fail to diſcharge our ſelves of the Obligation, 
God will not fail to puniſh our Neglect. I 


Moreover, God can't, you ſay, permit theſe Offences 


not ſo far. Now what can intrench more upon Nature, 
than to inveſt a Creature with the Title to a Worſli⸗ 
which God alone can claim a Right to? Than to uit 
draw my Allegiance from the Creator of all Things, and 
bow to my Fellow-Creature? Yet God permits Chriſt 
anity on the one Side, and on the other it's flat Idolaty 
to adore Chriſt, if he be only Man; therefore if Chriſt be 


higheſt Malice againſt the very firſt Principle of Nature: 
It's then as evident that one of theſe Religions is forbic 
as that one is mere Practice and Impoſture, and its 
manifeſt, that one is Practice and Impoſture, as that botl 
Members of a Contradiction can't poſſibly be true. 
Arior', Were I ſure that Chriſt was God, I ſhould lie 
under an indiſpenſable Obligation of adoring him; 
muſt then adhere to Chriſtianity ; and if Occaſion fe 
quird, ſign my Faith with my Blood ; And were 1 


„ 1 
8 
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he was Man alone, I ought to wheel off from the Church 
to a Synagogue, and exchange the Goſpel for the Talmud : 
But Jam in the Dark, I rove in Obſcurity, and cannot 
determine for which Religion Truth ſtands. In this Un- 
certainty God permits me to clap in with either; my 
WT I-norance juſtifies his Permiſſion, and my Choice; and 
chough by refuſing to adore Chriſt, I may not do him 
Right, Ignorance hinders me from doing him Wrong. 
nus tho the Jews deprive him of his Due, if he be 

Cod; and the Chriſtians give more than his Due, if he 
be not; yet their Sin can be only Material, that is, with- 
out Malice, and conſequently without Offence ; ſeeing. 
neither Religion is impious in its Worſhip, and both 
Wexcellent in their Precepts of Morality, it's clear we 
may follow either. ” 
= E»/cb. Never did Men talk more of Religion than we, 
Wand never had Men leſs. To level Judaiſm with Chri- 
Wianity, even in a Chriſtian, nay a reform'd Kingdom, is 
ne of che moſt monſtrous Attempts that ever I heard of: 
he very Thought of ſo bold a Blaſphemy almoſt caſts 
e into an Agony, and makes me ſweat with Diſguſt: 
Wl his is to raiſe a Croſs for our bleſſed Redeemer in Chri- 
endom, as the Jews did in Jeruſalem, to play upon his 
oodneſs, to revile his Greatneſs, and to ſalute him with 
WP Crucifige. But what will not Men do to ſupport a dying 
W-auſe, who have nothing left, but Will and Forehead ? 


et noe — — 2 8 of 5730 


le, Jy 23 3 

0 our Religion, Sir, is not calculated up for 1700, but 
4 er 1642, or thereabouts, when the Ten Commandments 
nere only Authentick during Pleaſure, when the four E- 


WW nzelifs were upon their Behaviour, with a guamdiu ſe 
ae geſſerint, and a nemine contradicente, not the Bible, 


5 

th rern d the Pulpit : In fine, your very Defence of Reli- 
the on ſtrikes at Religion, and whilſt you approve either, 
bre: eu fairly condemn both; for you pretend both the Jew- 


and Chriſtian Religion are permitted, becauſe you 
g Odbt of both, and know not on which fide Truth 
nde. Now ſuppoſing you are in ſuch Circumſtances, 
evident you can't in Conſcience embrace either; 
WW” Vhich Side ſoever you take, you fear you are in the 
Ws: Now whoſoever ſquares his Actions by a dubi- 
g * Dickamen of Conſcience, is certainly guilty of a for- 
| x sin, tho otherwiſe the Objects are not only lawful, 
1 laudable, This is an unqueſtionable Principle in 
; 2 Morals, 
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doubt of his Divinity, you offend God in the very Ag g | | 
Worfhip: You are a kind of a Pagan, tho' no Idolate, AW 
On the other Side, if you blaſpheme him with the ]ey, 


the Doubt may perchance diminiſh the Sin, it canng 
pollibly excuſe it. 


_ dangle in the Air between both Churches? Or if I doubt 
of all Religions, muſt I profeſs none? Certainly, Sir, yay 
miſtake your Errand: Whilſt you pull down Latitudinz 
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Perſuaſion you pleaſe, rather than an Atheiſt. In fine, 
it's more Orthodox to profeſs any Religion than none. 


there is a true Religion, and Iam ſure there is but one 
Nay, Iam confident, that the Chriſtian Religion cariis 


ons, examine the Motives of Credibility, and in fine fun 
ſoon either be a Madman, or a Chriſtian. 


weigh'd the Evidence on both Sides with Deliberatio", 
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Morals, and can only be deny'd by thoſe who make 99 
Difference between Good and Evil. If therefore you. 
dore Chriſt with the Chriſtian, and at the ſame tiny 


if you ſtrip him of his Divine Nature, if you herd hin 
with the accurſed Crew of Hypocrites, and Impoſtor, 
and at the ſame time ſuſpect he is more than a Man, tho 


Ariov. This is pretty. Muſt I then like old Erd 


rianiſm, you very fairly fet up Atheiſm; and leſt 4 
Religions ſhould be Saving, you diſallow of all. I would 
ſet out at Fordan, and take my Progreſs from one Reli 
gion to another, I would let any Man write upon me 


Turk, Tew, Anabaptiſt, Presbyterian, Independent, or viut 


Euſeb. Under Favour, I would no more perſuade you 
to condemn all Religions than to approve all. I know 


ſo many viſible Marks of divine Revelation about it, tht 
a Man, who will bring Things to a ſober Examen, mul 
confeſs it came from Heaven, and that he who tur 

nriſtianity into a Fable, or the Doctrine of the Bible uw! 
to Illuſion, deſerves either to be begg d for a Fool, or b 
be ſtigmatiz d for a Blaſphemer. But if you waver vitl 
Doubts, and fluctuate between the Synagogue and tit 
Church, without being able certainly to determine W 
which Truth is preachd, in which Impoſture; rouze i 
your Reaſon, bring both to the Bar, hear their Pretenſ- 


up the Evidence; and if you do this impartially, yo! 
Ariov. But if after I have heard the Witneſſes, and 


Maturity, and Impartiality ; if, I ſay, after theſe 2 
monial Preliminaries, I remain ambiguous, mult 100 
ther convene with the Jew, nor the Chriſtian? Eu 


f 
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= Fs. With neither, if this ſtrange Caſe ſhould hap- 
pen: I ſay, Hold bappen, for in Reality it cannot; the 
Motives of Chriſtianity are fo many, and ſo convincing, 
that unleſs. we ſhut our Eyes, and hqod-wink Reaſon, 


15 | f are come up to this certainty, then you are oblig'd to de- 
„are for Chriſtianity, to believe irs Tenets, and practiſe 


ts Morals. 
ho 5 


Ward with ſome other Religion, that has never appear d 
Won our Horizon: For as there are Terre Incognite, un- 
non Regions, ſo there are undifcovered Religions. 
aſt ! therefore take my leave of Old England, trudge 


1 dea, and encompaſs the World with Sir Francis 
1 91 rake, before 1 patch upon a Religion ? or muſt I at 
. as rig our a Veſſel of Intelligence; and then work 


bon thoſe Materials the Captain or Mate bring home? 
his is a Work both tedious and expenſive; nay, I 


[2 imſelf God requires ſuch a puzling and fo impoſſible 
Ws >crutiny, muſt confeſs rhe wiſe Maker of all Things, 
L 19 rather to be laugh'd. at by Men, than wor- 
Whip os he | Hou 


cl. Keep at home; God neither commands you 


1 5 he Fables of the Brachmans, or the Superſtitions of the 
m ies. A Religion 2hat is evidently credible in Eng- 
1. and, is ſo all the World over, with what Sect ſoever you 
1 eompare it: For neither God's Goodneſs, nor Wiſdom 


un permit, that a falſe Religion ſhould be equally credi- 
e with the true one; much leſs can he permit it to be 
re credible, and leaſt of all, to be evidently credible + 
| It therefore, after a ſober Examen, you find ſuch an 
Ppearance of Truth in the Chriſtian Religion, that you 
not dqpbe of it without Imprudence and Rathneſs, 
may conclude, without comparing it with any other, 
| hat you are obliged to adhere to it, as revealed by God; 
| ind if you refuſe to believe his ſupreme Veracity, (when 
Ldannot without a high Imprudence doubt, but he 


0, 
i L peaks) you muſt expect to pay for the Contempt, by 
i WF bs eternally under the Weight of his Indignation. 


2 4 Daſh 


Wc hicy 1! force us to acknowledge, that if it be not evidently 
rue, it's at leaſt evidently credible; and when once you 


= 41. Tho! Chriſtianity compar'd with Judaiſm may 
em credible, perchance it may ſeem incredible, if com- 


ay add, endlefs and fooliſh; and he that can perſuade 


Wo ihip for Africa, or America, nor to run in queſt after 
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Daſh therefore out of the Patent, one of theſe two Rx MG 
ligions, and I counſel you (out of Reſpect to the Bay. I 
tiſm you have receivd, and the Kingdom you live in) if 1 
rather to give up Judaiſm than Chriſtianity ; and af 
all, Sir, Circumciſion is painful, and our Engliſh Con Wl 
ſtitutions will not bear the Operation. L 
 Ariov. Take your Courſe; we have been upon Dur i 
| a great while, and 1 am willing to come to an Agree. 3; 
ment upon any Terms. | $5 . 
Euſeb. To an End, you mean, of the Diſpute; for 
can no more agree than Light and Darkneſs, than Tru 
and Ealſhood, than Libertiniſm and Religion. The pre 
ſent Queſtion is, Whether a Man may in Conſciene 
conform to the Alcoran in Conſtantinople, and to te 
Goſpel in Chriftendow * Pray what Opinion have yu 
of rhe Alcoran? Was it compil'd by divine Inſpiration, 
or Impoſture ? by a Prophet, or a Cheat? By the In. 
pulſe of the Holy Ghoſt, or the Suggeſtion of Lewdaeh 
and Ambition? Oe „ 
 Ariov. Every Tittle breaths Nonſenſe, Impiety, u 
Blaſphemy : It puts almoſt the very Alphabet out d 
Countenance, and infe&s the Paper it's writ on. A Mu 
muſt commence Fool, before he can impoſe upon his Nes. 
ſon thoſe Forgeries for Revelations; and turn Beaſt u 
practiſe the Morals 1 
Euſeb. Enough: Why ſo much Heat? So much In 
vective againſt a Religion that comes within the Vent 
of Permiſſion? If tolerated, it deſerves Reſpect; if not 
why do you defend it? It's ridiculous to damn the Alv 
ran, and canonize the Doctrine; to cenſure Mabomt; 
and approve Mahometiſm. Wo 
Bat, pray, Sir, if the Alcoran favours Lewdneſs, all 
lets looſe Senſuality; if it draws upon Modeſty, and 
tilts at Reaſon; if it gorges with Impiety, and ſmells 
Blaſphemy ; how can you put on the Turban, and bel 
with the Muſſelmen? For when you jump over the Fil 
of Chriſtianity, and give up your Name to the Cad), d 
Myfty, you muſt take up for Truths theſe Fables, J. 
now brand with Forgery and Impoſture; you mi 
change the Key to another Tune; you muſt revere ® 
Conſtantinople what you laugh at in London, and bow" 
what you ridicule; you muſt ſay and believe, Untiu® 
is the Language of Heaven, Blaſphemy the dictates 0 
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1 oh Ghoſt, Murthers, Lewdneſs, and Rapines, the 
I 2 LN meek, holy, and juſt Deity; for the 
rd, take all the Alcoran for Revelation and Precept. 
Nov to ſay God has reveal'd ſome Things that claſh with 
WT ruth, others that check Reaſon, and others again that 
Woverſhoot Extravagance; that he commands ſome Things 
that diſcountenance Vertue, and encourage Libertiniſm; 
Ws to ſtrike at all his Attributes, and to make at his very 
WPerſon; it's to frame a more vile Idea of his Divinity, 
chan the very Laplander : For theirs is only Ridiculous, 
WE whilt yours is Sacrilegious and Execrable. cs EM 
= Ariov. Were I at Conſtantinople, I would ſpeak like 
che Mufty, and do like a Muſſelman, but then in my 
= Cloſet I would laugh at their Folly, and pity their Blind- 
W neſs; though my Tongue conform'd to the eftabliſh'd 
Religion, my Heart ſhou d be a Recyſant : This ſhould 
W adore God in Spirit and Truth, tho my Tongue and out- 
W ward Man worſhip'd him with Blaſphemies, and ſerv'd 
him in Senſuality : All Exterior Actions are to be rated 
by the Interior, this is their proper Standard; if the In- 
1 1 be Sterling, they canuot poſſibly be Counter- 
teit. LE 8 | 
. Euſeb. Ho! We are juſt were we ſet out: Now all 
Religions are permitted again. „ 
Ariov. Why ſo? | : ES 
Euſeb. If the Intention can ſanctifie Hypocriſie, and the 
moſt outragious Blaſphemies, why may it not conveigh 
Fiety into Murthers? and Holineſs into the impure Sal- 
boch of Venus and Priapus* Why can't it blanch over 
che Horror of the Mexicans human Sacrifices? Or the 
W Cruelty of the Punick burning Statutes of Saturn? You 
may, you ſay, at Conſtantinople expoſe Chriſtianity to 
the Scorn and Petulancy of Infidels; give up the Bible 
to Turks and Barbarians; impeach Chriſtians of Apo- 
acy, and make Impudence and Inſpiration ſpeak the 
ame Language. If a good Intention can juſtify at Gn- 
fantinople ſuch a Catalogue of black Impieties, why may 
it not authorize leſs Crimes in other places? Return bold- 
ly to your firſt Theſis; exclude no Religion out of the Act 
or Indulgence; place Vertue and Vice on the ſame Le- 
vel; pull down the Boundaries between Good and Evil; 
* off the Reſtraint of Conſcience, and blend Men and 
Beaſts into one Species. Come, Sir, pluck up Hear; 
| 1 f | \ cart; 
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5 he ſeem'd to broa4 ſome deſperate Refolutiqn, and on- 


deſcended to me, as Boxfflers did to K. William, when 


pleads home for the Divinity of its Author. 


the Ottoman Religion reach'd no further than the Otto 


4 


even turn my Civility againſt me; you manage 2 Er- 


bluſh at. 
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Heart; caft the Die, and paſs the Rubicon of Honour an; Ml 
Conſcience, our Diſpute will otherwiſe be at an end; 
for we have caſt out the Talmud as Apocryphal ; yo 
have diſcarded the Alcoran ; fo that the Gaſpel only 
ſands untouch'd, and God's Permiſſion is confin'd h 
Chriſtianity alone. , 4 

Ariav iſtas found himſelf in the Toyl, and knew na 
which way to unhamper himſelf; his concern flew to 
his Face, and every Poſture betray d an extreme Palſliqn; 


ly wanted Boldneſs to execute it: After a ſhort Strit 
between Shame and Revenge; I perceive, ſaid he to E» Wi 
ſeb ius, you take A.vantage of my Condeſcenſion, and 


your ſo ungenteelly, that I {hall Rand aff in Caution and 
Reſervedneſs for the future. 5 

Euſeb. Explain your Meaning. I ſuppoſe in Diſputes 
Reaſon muſt take place of Ceremoay, and that a Mar 
may preſs an Argument home without treſpaſling upon 
good Breeding: Jo be plain, I am more beholden t 
my Arguments, than to your Liberality ; you have cot 


he could hold out no longer: In a Word, I have not 
courted, but ſtorm'd you into thoſe Conceſſions you 


Ariov. Hold there; I laid the Alcoran at yaur Mer 
cy without Neceſſity, and attack d it of Impoſture, Fall: 
cy, and Blaſphemy, out of an Exceſs of good Natwe 
and Complaiſance. : 3 

Euſeb. Out of good Nature and Complaiſance? 

Ariov. Ves; for among Friends, it carries an Air 
Truth, and the unlimited Extent of that Perſuaſion 


Exſeb. Ho! ho! we have Turks in England: I thought 


man Sword; but I perceive it has ſwum, over into ot 
Iland. Pray, continu'd he, with a Smile, what is you 
Turkiſh Appellation? Sohman? or Achmet? But Railler 
a part; had I been upon the Pinch, I would. bave dropt 
the Turk, and kept the Chriſtian: For a Chriſtian Tuik 
is a frank Atheiſt once remov'd, and tho he makes Profeſ 
ſion of a God, and of a Religion, moſt Men conclude he 


believes neither. Indeed by this unexpected Declaratio wi. 


you 
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ou have diſappointed me; I intended to prove, that 
e onh Religion was Saving, and that all others were 
ait out of the Act for Toleration: But you have made 
lever work of it, and diſcarded all Religions, nay, and 
fancy, Salvation too. by Brie x 
= 4. With Permiſſion, Sir, tho I approve the Alrq- 
, 1 may reverence the Goſpel : And though I-unlock 
leaves Gite to Muſſelmen, why muſt 1 ſhut it upon 
hriſtians. | 35 | 4-62}. 
Exſch. Why? One runs quite counter to the other, 


ice. Chriſtian Religion tells us, Chriſt is Gad; the 
ohometan, that he is not: That commands us tp adore 
im; this forbid us: Now, Sir, if Truth favours the 
orks, Chriſt is a mere Creature; and by conſequencęe 
Wl Chriſtians are downright Idolaters: If therefgre God 
vill be adored as à Being Eternal, infinitely Wiſe, and 
W finitely Hoh; it's evident, you (who diſcover Truth on 


ce profeſs Chriſtianity ; for that great Oracle tell us, 
WChriſt is a Creature; and therefore, ſo ſoon as you come 
Wnence Chriſtian, you pay divine Honour to a Man, 


W Man, is not to worſhip him as a Being Eternal, infi- 


Is God, is to trip. the Almighty of all bis Prerogatives, 
Wt rifle the Sanctuary, and to lay the conſecrated Trea- 
ſures at the Feet of a Creature: Here is flat Idolatry on 
che one Hand, and a Monſter compos'd of Idolatry and 
; Mcrilege on the other. So that to dum up the Evidence, 
Wt Turciſm be a true and allow'd Religion, Chriſtianity 
not; and ſo my Theſis is prov'd; that one Religion 


clap on Mahometiſm. 


of Latitudinarianiſm, and the Scandal of Reaſon, you 
The Lady over-Joy d at the Defeat of Arioviſtus, Was. 


emonſtration: Then turning to him, Sir, (continu d ſhe) 


Pity your Malice; but I am. glad of your Overthrow-: 
ou have been more at Variance with your ſelf, than 
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W ven in the moſt eſſential Points, both of Belief and Pier 


We very Tittle of the Alcoran) cannot with a ſafe Conſci- 


nown, and acknowledg'd ſuch : Now to adore God, as 


itely Wiſe, and infinitely Holy : And to adore a Man, 


alone is Saving: Which glorious Quality to the Shame 


not Miſtreſs of her Tranſport: Theſe Gentlemen, ſaid 
lhe, are for enſuring Cauſes, and never ſpeak, under. 


— your Adverſary, and ſeldom recall'd one Abſurdity, 
inout advancing a greater; but at length, in Desde 
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before they know the Malige of the Sins; 3nd 1 


348 The Gentleman Inſtructed. 


of Senſe and Reaſon, you have out-ſhot Extravagam 
it ſelf, and ſeal d a Million of Impertinencies with av, 
ring Blaſ hemy : For you have rais'd up Mahometin 
| yep of Chriſtianity, and ſunk our bleſſed viſe 

viour into an Impoſtor, to ſwell Mahomet into a Py 
het. Icounſel you to ſhip for A. in our S99r14 Flelil 

or our Engliſh Climate is mortal to a Turkiſh Conte 
tution: Theſe Animals can no more live here, tl 
Toads or Spiders in Ireland. Our Engliſh Charity en 
braces all Men, beſides Papiſts and Muſſelmen: Thy 
Bor a reform d Nation, u 


upon the 


have too much Religion 
theſe too little. 


This Picquant Irony gall'd Arioviſtus to the Quick 
Patience abandon'd him, and Paſſion ran away with 
Judgment: So that at length he broke thro all the Bound 
even of Reſpe& and Reaſon. Madam, faid he, I pe. 
ceive you are ſurprizd at my Doctrine: Out of Reſpet E 
to your Ladyſhip, I freely condemn the Alcoran as Pn. 
Rice and Impoſture; but then, give me leave to pt i 
the Goſpel in the Indice alſo: They were both hammerl 
on the ſame Anvil; this to hagg Men with Fears, ti: 
other, to divert em with pleaſing ProſpeRs of ſenſul 
Elyfwums We have been Hob-goblin'd too long into Rel Wi 
gion; but, God be thank'd, the Vizard is torn off, anl i 
the Cheat is unmask'd, and now we dare play vid 
thoſe Monſters we once trembled at. We enter up 
the Stage of this World like Beaſts, and make as ing» 
rious an Exit: Our Lives and Souls ſmoak into Nothing: 
We were flang upon the Earth, as the Leviathan was i 
the Deep, to play. Seeing therefore our Days are few, it i 


Prudence to live apace: Good and Evil are words # 
Placitum, invented by ſome, to impoſe on others. 

He was going on, when Euſebius put a flop to I 
Impudence. I ſuſpected (ſays he) you a&ed hitherto il 


Maſquerade; I am glad the Vizard is fallen off, ani i 


that the Monſter appears in its own Shape: Men of yo 
Prineiples ſhould be coop'd up in Peſt-Houſes, their t 
ry Breath ſhoots Contagion, and their Converſation 
Mortal. Your Atheiſtical Club has made Religion che; 
and Morality ſhameful : It has preach'd a conſiderabl 
Part of the Nation out of Sobriety, and Principles !99' 
It teaches young Gentlemen to ſwear and blaſpheme 


when 
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hen Age opens their Eyes, they rather part with their 
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X nocence than Prophaneneſs. Thus you eſpouſe 'em to . 
WF: -kcdneſs, before they are able to commit it: But the i 
iſery is, that thoſe who curſe God in their Youth, in 


od time will defie him; and others who tranſgreſs the 
ecalogue at ten, will laugh at it before twenty. Bold- 
ſs grows upon us with Age, and all the Terrors of 
onſcience declines ; they faint under the Weight of rei- 
rated Crimes, and loſe their Emphaſis ; and then when 
ce we have got out of the reach of this Importunate 
enſor, we ſhall ſwallow down your accurſed Principles, 
t only without Reluctance, but even with Pleaſure : 
Wc ſhall not only countenance Atheiſm, but profeſs it; 
Wd eaſily perſwade our ſelves we die like Beaſts, to 
ee like em. 55 Se | 


pi I know you are no more able to defend your Morals, 
7 an your Faith; and I would rather deteſt, than con- 
* ee 'em, were I not acquainted with the Latitudinarian 
* pudence. You vent ſuch hideous Tenets, that theß 
0 Naze Chriſtians, and rather raiſe their Indignation, than 
* I! fora Confutation; like Puddles, they cannot be ſtirr = 
bout Infection, and like Plague-Sores, they endanger 
i 5 Surgeon. Now becauſe goo Men ſometimes think 
wore expedient te confute thoſe Impieties with Silence, 


Wan Arguments, Libertines preſently raiſe a Trophy, 
ey ſing Peana, and cry out Victory. To cut off this 

W-treat, I] ſhow you in ſhort, that Vertue and Vice 
not barely in Opinion. . 


1 And here I appeal to the Verdict of Mankind: Single | 
ut one Man, whoſe Reputation did not ſuffer under 
i ö very Suſpicion of Vice; and if the bare Suſpicion of 


il, has ſuch a degrading Quality in the Opinions of. 
e, Debauchery it ſelf muſt have a greater. Human 
on ature has ſuch an Abhorrence of Sin, that it cannot 
lie the Wicked equally to the Virtuous. I never yet 
aof 2 Man, who ſeriouſly commended another for 
i Intemperance, or plac'd Lewdnefs among his Titles 
Honour: Tho Sobriety, Chaſtity, and Juſtice are run 
en uy in ae they ſtand fair in our Eſteem, and no 
. as attempted to diſgrace an Enemy, by laying 
root M AUtues to his Charge: In fine, it's impoſſible for 
wk in his Wits, toeftecem another leſs, becauſe he is 
i Nay, in this degenerate Age, nothing blaſts more a 
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rifing Reputation, than the Imputation of Wickedneſ; 


and even thoſe, who in a frantick Tranſport applaud z "2 


Debauchee, upon cooler Thoughts deſpiſe him: If a ; 
Actions are equal, why are their Effects ſo different? I 


Vertue has no Advantage over Vice; why do the Prof. Wl 
gates eſteem that, tho" they embrace this * Why do Ma 


practice Vertue with Confidence, and Vice with a blu 
1119 Face, and a trembling Conſcience? Why do tis i 
Sin with Fear in their Looks, and an Earthquake n 
their Minds? Theſe are terrible Symptoms, that the 
Difference between Good and Evil lies deeper than the 
Imagination. 5 3 : 
Come, Sir, remember when you feel the Smart f 
everlaſting Flames, you'll take ſmall Pleaſure in th 
Thought that once you derided 'em; you'll not ſafe 
leſs in that dark Region, becauſe you go laughing thi 
ther; nor endure the Torments better, becauſe ya 
would not believe 'em. 5 
Arioviſfus was of too haughty an Humour to bearſh 


ſevere a Check with Patience, and too violent to di 
ſemble his Reſentment ; wherefore ei to Euſebin; 
Sir, ſaid he, you Rail better than you 


Neaſon: Ou 
Tongues began the Diſpute, our Swords muſt end it ;yal 
have left my Tenets, to attack my Perſon, and ratht 
level at my Actions, than at my Religion: You ar! 
Man of Honour, and can manage a Weapon, as wells 
an Argument; in a Word, I expect Satisfaction. 

The Company began to Smile at this odd Rhodomo# 
tade, but Eudoxus told him, in controvertiſtical Debate 
there was no Appeal from Reaſon to the Sword; tl 
it was more prudent to confeſs Errors, than to defen Bi 
em; to cancel paſt Crimes, than to commit new one 
But Euſebius, who reſolv'd to diſcountenance Latini 
narianiſm, by confounding its Abettor, took bim 


1 


roundly. Sir, ſaid he, I fear your Gaſconades no md 


than your Arguments; nor your Sword more than you 
Reaſons: Your Conduct is as ſtrange as your Religiol 
becauſe I have wounded your Principles, you invite n 
to tilt at your RJy : No, no, Sir, I value my Life 0 
much to expoſe it or a Punctilio; and your Soul, ; 
fend i: inte he World with a Rapier: T had 5 
ther g off Tb: into Eternity, than to be du | 
into it a Duel £5 2 very ill Diſtempet to die pe 45 
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Beſides; ſhould”I accept your challenge, perchance 
oo might diſappoint me: I have known. ſome huffing 
1 WB ullics, who never were couragious, but when they 
oo out of the Sword's Reach: They would ſend you a 
„ard Defies for a Word, but had too much Honour to 


no aſtify one; nay, they would upon ſecond Thoughts ſub- 


it to a Baſtinade, rather than occaſion Blocdthed ; and 


l f once their Adverſary drew Blood, like Wizards, they 
, ad no Power to hurt him; in fine, they would always 
1 MP c2in the War, and conſtantly made the firſt Overtures of 


Peace; and thus they ſhew'd at once both Courage and 
WDiſcretion: Whether this Character fits you, I dare not 


WE ccermine; this notwithſtanding I muſt affirm, that thoſe 
echo pretend to believe leuſt the Terrors of another 
World, apprehend them moſt; and no Men fear more eter- 
1; al Torments, than thoſe who deny the Soul's Immorta- 


iy: Lay by your Sword for a more urgent Occaſion; Fen- 
Wing will never relieve a Controverſy abandon'd by Rea- 


en; a ſatisfactory Return to my Arguments will ſupport 
oa much better than a Puſh: For tho you chance to foil 
Ine at Tilting, you will nor diſarm my Reaſons. 
Ou Arioviſtus was too proud to fubmir to Iruth, tho' he 
you if as too weak to withſtand it; he could not defend his 
ch: Errors, and would not abandon 'em; ſo that in a Huff 
eie rok for his Horſe; rub d off, and left the Field to 
ebe. 8 | „ 5 . 


His Friend apologiz d for his Rudeneſs, and caſt his 


0, ncivility on the Exceſs: of Paſſion. I hope, ſaid he to 
a rhe Company, you will excuſe Ariovifius. I confeſs he 
that to blame, but oftentimes Anger runs away with the 


udgment ; the -wiſeſt Men are ſubject to Indiſcretions; 


nes. e Was baffled, and you know a Defeat to a Man of Ho- 
codi- our is a mortify ing Misfortune; in fine, had ing loſt his 
n 0 auſe, you muſt not wonder if Patience deſerted him. 
mot Eſeb. I excuſe his Incivility, but condemn his Pru- 
jo ence; he ſaw his Error, why did he not abjure it? Be 
z Truth, why did he not embrace it? A Man that 
en ell pawn his Soul to reſcue his Honour, forfeits both: 
e ot, I confeſs, in vain we expect Prudence of Libertines: 
5 fl en without Religion, are always without Reaſon; they 


ay boaſt of Science and Wit till Doom's- day, but no 
ody ean believe they are over - ſtock d with either: No, 
0; they have only juſt. Knowledge enough to fee their 

Errors, 
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Errors, and Wit enough to enſure their Damnation 
when once they are drench'd in looſe Principles, they x» M 
paſt Recovery: They turn all Antidotes into Rats- ban 
and ſo either live in Obſtinacy, or die in Deſpair, : 
Then taking Exdoxus aſide: Are you not, continu'd bi g 
almoſt ſick of Latitudinarianiſm? You ſaw how wer 
Arioviſhns defended it; yet he was not ill provided oi 
thoſe Materials, that are neceſſary to plead well a bl 
Cauſe; he manag d his Argument to the beſt Advantag, Wl 
and edg d his Reaſons with all the little Artifices of La 
guage and Confidence; but Truth has prevail'd ow: 
mpoſture, and he carries home nothing but Chagrin 
and Confuſton. I hope Providence has reſerv'd the Fo 
fit of his Defeat for you; he has condemn'd all Relig: 
ons, and Chriſtianity among the reſt; and at the ſan: 
time turns Atheiſt to live a Libertine. 1 
Eudox. Nothing but Rage drove Arioviſtus into thut 
Precipice, he was upon a Pinch, poor Gentleman, and 
ſhot Blaſphemy when he had ſpent his Reaſons; his Per 
formance falls ſhort of my Expectation. I perceiye tht 
Boaſting isnotan Argument of Wit, and that Confidence 
and Truth are not always on the ſame Side. Arioviju 
who caus'd my Infidelity, has now cur'd it; I owe ny 
Converſion to the Weakneſs of his Proofs, and to tle 
Strength of yours. Chriſtianity is certainly the only d. 
ving Religion; but I am hamper'd in a Labyrinth, and 
_ unleſs you lend me a Hand ſhall wander eternally in! 
| Meander of Miſtakes : For Chriſtian Religion branche 
out intoa Thouſand Sects, our Iſland is a kind of Fu 
theon, and our People, like the old Arabians, bend to tit 
Breath of every pretended Inſpiration. , Some N 
Law, others Scripture : Theſe Antiquity, thoſe Novell, 
and others Illumination. It's hard to calculate up all e 
Religions that divide the Nation, and almoſt impoſſidi 
to examine them. If I muſt chuſe none before I have 
impartially ſurvey dall, T may live a Seeker, and die u 
Rh Are all thoſe Communions Saving? Or is ther 
ut one: „„ eie niet earn 1 
Euſeb. There is but one Saving Congregation, and the = 
Diſcovery of it is eaſier than you imagine: In a few Dil 
I will put you in the Way to Heaven, which none cat 
miſs, but thoſe who are reſolv'd to overlook it. Inte! 
byaſſes ſome, Education others, Faction deludes mY 
21 | 
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ind Senſuality over-bears more: In fine, when Men con- 
ſult their Inclinations, and model Religion by the Ad- 
vice of Paſſion, you muſt not wonder, if they take Fancy 


: for Revelation, and hug Illuſton for Truth. | 
Euſebius ſtaid a Week with Eudoxus, and ſettled his 
kh 7 Judgment. Truth flaſh'd ſuch a Light on his Underſtand- 


Wins, that he admir'd his former Blindneſs, and thought it 
more difficult to miſtake the true Church, than he did be- 
fore to find it; he learnt what he was to do, as well as 
hat he was to believe; and reſolvd to ſquare his 
WT Thoughts and Actions by the Rule of his Duty: He has 
Wkept his Purpoſe, and at preſent has the Reputation of a 
W:ccompliſh'd Gentleman, and, what he values moſt, of a 
Wpious Chriſtian. This Providence, which permitted Theo- 
W-4cb4: to fall from a State of Vertue, into a deplorable 
WHabit of Vice, rais'd young Exdox from the Abyſs of 
vice, to the Top of Vertue; to teach poor Mortals, that 
the Sinner muſt not deſpair, nor the Saint preſume. 
FEuſebius having brought this great Buſineſs to a moſt 
Whppy Concluſion, return'd to London, and gave Notice 
ro Theomachus of his Arrival. : 
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- 1 aving ſettled Evpoxus, EvSEBivus meets Tuko- 
Achs, 2% offers to believe the Exiſtence of a God up- 
pa- on good Reaſons, though not Mathematically evident, 

the | PO | 

end ebius the next Morning gave Theomachw a Viſit. 
lt, He found him in the Company of ſome Gentlemen of 


Wis Cabal, whom the Noiſe of the Diſpute had alarm'd ; 


ſible e) were concern'd that Exſebizs had the Face to ſtand 
nave BP in Defence of God, to plead ſo warmly againſt Athe- 
eu n, and that after the firſt Cami ſado he was return d to 
her eat up their Quarters. Theomachus perſuaded himſelf, 


chat the Journey of Euſebius was a mere put - off, and that 


he had really no Buſineſs in the Country, but to wave 
Jay WP" Conference at London, and ſo ſpread abroad his late 
cal e Sement, you may be ſure, to his own Advantage: 
erel e flatter d himſelf, and others alſo, that the Diſpute was 
an an End, and being freed from his Enemy, he gave fyll 


Aa Liberty 
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Liberty to his Tongue, and launch d out into Panegyrick M 
of his vaſt Performance, to the Prejudice of Truth am 
Modeſty : The News of Euſebiuss Arrival damp'd hi 
Hopes, and convinc'd him, he had rais'd a Trophy befon 
the Victory: He had no Mind to engage, nor could : Wl 
Retreat with Honour; but, in fine, he refolv'd upon th 
Conference, as the leſs Evil, and invited his Friends u 
the Skirmiſh : He receiv'd Euſebiut with Demonſtration 
of Civility, and was rather prodigal than ſparing of Cz 
reſſes: After many reciprocal Complements, Euſcba iſ 
_ addreſſed himſelf to Theomachus. 2 3 
Euſeb. Sir, at our laſt Meeting I charg'd Atheiſts with 
Imprudence, becauſe being uncertain whether there wen 
a2 God, a Hell, or a Heaven, they livd as if there ven 
certain there were no ſuch Things; you endeavourd ty 
fence againſt the Charge, and to plead not Guilty; be 
cauſe, though you ſhould take up, and model your Lift 
by the Rules of the moſt ſevere Morals, this ungrateful 
| Reftraint would only ſerve, perchance, to leſſen your Ir 
ments in the next Life, if there be a God, but would ne 
ver be able to ſet you in Heaven : For God, ſaid you, 1. 
quires an indiſpenſable Homage, not only a well regs 
lated Life, but a ſtable and undoubred Belief of his le 
ing; the one is of ſmall Advantage without the other; 
you pretended this Steddineſs was not in your Poe, 
and ask'd convincing Reaſons to ſettle and fix your Jud 
ment; I promis'd you Satisfaction, and am come to ket) 
my Word; but I ſuppoſe an Evidence below that d 
Mathematical Demonſtrations will fatisfy you. 
Theom. The very Queſtion is reflecting, and you mul 
either ſuſpect my Wit or my Judgment to propoſe it: 
know God is neither a Line, Superficies, nor Solid, he 
comes not within the Predicament of a Figure, and them 
fore lies out of the reach of Mathematicks : A Man ti 
will acquieſce to nothing but ſtrict Demonſtration, 
would do well to disband from Society, to lock . 
his Reaſon in his Cloſer, and only carry it about hin 
on extraordinary Occaſions ; he may take up with ! 
 Scepticks, and doubt of his own Being: No Man dt 
demonſtrate by Euclid, or Archimedes, there is ſuch a C. 
ty as Conſtantinople, or that there has ever been ſuch al 
Emperor as Auguſtus; and yet, God be thank d, vl 
the credible Teitimony of thoſe who have ſeen 1 
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ad of thoſe Authors who have writ of the other, I no 
ignore doubt of them, than of this unqueſtionable Prin- 
WY ciple, Pars eſt minor toto Some Things may poflibly be 


falſe, though I dare pawn! my Life, they are not. 
FEiſeb. Your Diſcourſe is reaſonable : For were you and 
caſt upon a deſert Iſland, by the Streſs of Wind and 
wWeacher, and ſhould we find in this abandon'd Region a 
WS ately Palace, built with all Symmetry of Art, we ſhould 
2 conclude, it was the Work of an Architect, not of Nature 
or Chance; nor would it be in our Power to doubt of it: 
et 'tis poſſible for blind Matter to Rendezvoxs it ſelf. into 
Wa fately Lonvre; for by a lucky Meeting of Atoms, it 
nay be jumbled and ſettled in this beautiful and regular 
Form. A hundred Thouſand blind Men (tho they ſet 
out from all the Parts of the World) might poſſibly meet 
Wrogether upon Black- Heath, and: draw up in Rank and 
ie; yet ſhould we ſee this extraordinary great Army in 
Whattle-aray, without the help of Syllogiſm, we ſhould in- 
er, they were led to the Place, and each conducted to 


06 is Station by ſome, who had better Eyes than-they. 
I conceive- likewiſe you do not require Phyſical: De- 


Wn0nftrations, id eſt, convincing Proofs drawn from Senſe ; 
Wor God being ſuppos'd a Spirit, cannot fall under cor- 
oral Senſe, and though he ſhould-preſent himſelf to the 
es by aſſuming a Body, the Spectacle might amaze us, 
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aut could not give us any rational. Aſſurance, that there 
Ker) s an infinite Spirit. , f 4 
it d Theom. Lask ſuch Proofs as leave the Underſtanding bl 


x atisfied, and fix the Judgment, and remove all prudent 


mul WWWDoubt ; for ſuch Arguments deſerve as firm an Aſſent, 
it: the moſt ſtrick Mathematical Demonſtrations. I am as 


ue there is ſuch a Place as Conſtantinople, as that the firſt 
her Bl ropoſition of Exclid is true; and doubt no more, but 
er was then that Pant oat be OLE: 5 
100 . Erſeb. 'Tis eaſy I ſee to agree in Preliminaries, when 
be one Side propoſes nothing but what is juſt, and the 
t hin ther will receive what is reaſonable : You have admit- 
Wed what neither in Pradence, nor Reaſon you could re- 
and I have only ask'd what I could not omit, without 
a fetraying the Intereſt of Truth, and the Merits of the 
i 5 L have undertaken to defend. Now ſeeing the Sub- 
upo er 15 not capable of Mathematical Demonſtrations, nor 
Feu of Phyſical Evidence in the State, we are, methinks, 
A a 2 I appre- 
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I apprehend two Ways by which God can manifeſt h 1 
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muſt be father'd on ſome Cauſe, and which withou 
Conſtraint and Violence, our Underſtanding cannot x 


finitely Wiſe, and infinitely Good. 
ſettle a reaſonable Man in the Belief of a Deity, an 5 
that an Atheiſt would be the moſt abſurd, the moſt u: 


Hand, our Judgments have been Uniform, and I hoy 
dur good Intelligence will continue in the f 


diſcuſs things in Order, and produce our Proofs in thti 
Turn; when we confound Arguments, we confoul 
Ideas, and only contemplate Truth through a Cloud. 


n 
The firſt Proof for a Deity, drawn from the wil . 


Enſeb. THE Notion of a God is ſo deeply iner 
and is conveigh'd to us from our Anceſtors; its eite 


hinbays of Braſil feel the Impreſſion, 15 well as the 1 | 


Being to Man: Firſt, by an internal Impreſſion ſtamp 
with his divine Signet in our Nature, which leads us n Wl 


turally to the Knowledge of his Exiſtence, as the inna: il 


Light of our Underſtanding ſhews us the Truth of hf 


firſt Principles of Diſcourſe. 


Secondly, by viſible Effege, which Reaſon tells uM 


tribute to any thing but a Being infinitely Powerful, I | [ 


Theo. I agree, theſe two Ways would be ſufficient 


reaſonable Creature in the World, if he requir'd mom 
Euſeb. Well, Sir, hitherto we have walk'd Hand il 


ollowing Cat 
ference. I will prove you have theſe very Proofs of hi 
Being, you confeſs ſutficient, and as plain as you coil 
in Reaſon expect, ſuppoling he were. Let us therefor 


DIALOGUE XIV. 


Conſent of Mankind. 


in our Minds, that it ſeems to be twiſted ? 
interwoven with our Nature; it's of the ſame DateW 
our Fpecies, it runs through our Veins with our BI 


fix d to Climate, nor Complexion, it takes in all 110% 
as well as all Flaces: It's engraven in the Hearts oft 
Africans, as well as of the Aſfiaticks ; the barbara 


polite Europeans; and the very brutiſh Hotento:s 0 
Cope, in ſpight of Savageneſs, ſhew they are Men m 


1 
8 
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1 by acknowledging a ſupreme Being; the old Aſhriant 
ve left Poſterity a convincing Teſtimony they believ'd 
Cod, becauſe they coin. d falſe ones; they had never 
ultiply'd Divinities, had they believ'd there was none, 
or paid divine Worſhip to Statues, had they not been 
erſuaded there was ſome Being above them, that com- 
anded Homage, becauſe he deſerv'd it. 19900; (LE L 
= The Medes kbar deen the Aſſyrian Grandeur, and 
ud the Empire, together with its Emperor, in a 
rave of Aſhes; yet theſe new Conquerors, who an- 
ulld the old Laws, and enacted new ones, who thruſt 
Nit ancient Cuſtoms to make room for others, quarrell'd 
Wot with the {{hrians about the Belief of a God, they 
uod in the ſame Perſuaſion; Nebwchadonozor: would 
Needs ſhare Worſhip with his Maker, and ſo ſet up his 
Wn Statue to receive thoſe Honours which belong d to 
E ne ſupreme Being. 0 * 11 e oye eme 
ne Perſians, Succeſſors of the Median: Greatneſs, ſuc- 
Needed alſo in their Belief of a Deity: The conquering 
edonians agreed in this Point with the vanquith'd I- 
n.; and Nome furpaſs'd:all other Nations. in Superſti- 
Won, more than Courage; the built her Greatneſs upon 
Wc Suppoſition of a Deity, and as ſome Remark; grew 
Great, becauſe ſhe was ſo Pious: She found che Stamp 
a Divinity, - where-ever the carried her- victorious 
rms, and the Conqueſt of Foreign Gods, as well as 
WF Captive Princes, ſet off her Generals Triumphs. In 
Word, the Belief of a Deity, reach'd as far as the Plan- 


iy, one Bourg, or perchance one Family: The moſt 
barous Wretches that ever were, knew there was 2 
Pai, cho they miftook in the Application of their: 
Porſip. Vou may almoſt as ſoon find a People without 
uls, as without a God, they rather will dedicate an Al- 
to an unknown Deity, than haye none. 
The Engliſh, Dutch, Portugue xe, and: Spaniards, bra- 
Ng the Fury of the Winds, and the threat'ning Surges 
the enrag d Ocean, have diſcoverd a nen World in 
5 Days, almoſt equal to the Old, they have rifled the 
WF) Wilderneſſes, and ranſack d the Mines; where-ever 
e met with the Traces of Men, they fell upon the 
botlieps of a God; theſe Barbarians, that livd without 
„ vichout Houſes, without Commerce,; were {els 
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tions of Men; it has never yet been ſhut out of one 
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dom found without Temples; and though a ſavage Edu- 
cation, and more ſavage! Vices had obſcur'd the Notion, 
they had not the Power to deface it; twas legible in the 
very Night of Idolatry, in the Obſcurity of Errors, and 
ſome Nations thought 'twas leſs Abſurdity to worſhip the 


Devil, than to deny a God. Now if you call for Proof, 


I can preſent you a thouſand, as ſtrong and fatisfaton, 
as the Subject will bear: Paſt Matters of Fact can only 


be convey d down to us by Written or Oral Tradition; 
and thoſe of our own Time, that lie at a Diſtance, cat 


only be prov'd by credible Witneſſes; what I maintain 
has all theſe Supports, and by conſequence can be que: 
ſtion d only by thoſe, who will be fare of nothing, but 
that they doubt of all things. 

Theo. Whether this be true or falſe, your Cauſe vil 
not be much the better, nor mine worſe ; yet I muſt tel 


you, you are miſtaken in your Account: L Have read in 


Acoſta, and others, that divers People, both in the Ei 


and Me ſf- Indies, live as well without a God, as without 


Houſes ; they love nothing but their Eaſe; and fear no 
thing but their bordering Enemies: Befides, out Europtu 
Atheiſts muſter'd up in one Body, would make à confide 
rable Figare; and London alone, upon an emergent O. 
caſion, can draw: out a brisk Brigade : I am confident it 
leaſt we exceed you in Quality, if you ſurpaſs us in Num- 
ber; and why may not the one balance the other? 
Euſeb. Oh! I may cry out with Seneca, Mentinns 
qui dicunt ſe non ſentire Deum, nam eiſi tibi uffirment i. 
terdiu, noftu tamen & ſoli dubitant; they Lye who ff 
they believe no God, for though by Day in the hurry at 
Company, and heat of Debauch, they may profeſs 4 
theifm ; yet in Darkneſs and Retirement they chang? 
their Mind: Say, if you pleaſe, ub God is the Wiſh'of M 
, but the Opinion of None: But if ſome Authors hate 
ſaid ſo, others equally: credible, have contradicted em; 


7 f ; 


yet all agree that thoſe: People have more of the Beal, 
than of the Man; they wander in the Woods like Tg" 
without Commerce, without human Society, they won 
their own Species, and prey upon their neareſt Relatr 
ons; ſo that like Children, tho they have Reaſon, tif] 
want the Uſe of it: They live without Reflection, ys 
conſequently without Diſcourſe ; and indeed J do not l. 
why Diſeaſes of the Soul may not untune the Org, 
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| | the Brain, as well as thoſe of the Body ; why Education 


V and Barbarity may not obſtruct the Operations of the In- 
l, tellect, as well as a Frenzy. The whole Set of Eurepean 
g Atheiſts, are but a Pack of daring Debauchees, who pride 
i 


in Infamy, and bluſh at Modeſty : They Reaſon ill, and 


he Live worſe ; they hate Truth no leſs than Sobriety, and 
0 are too inſignificant, either to countenance a good Cauſe, 
or prejudice it: Their Votes, like Cyphers, without an 
6 Unite, make no Number. | | 


But let us Face your Atheiſt with thoſe who believe a 


ou appear alſo at the Head of the London Brigadey an 
infinite Diſproportion, Would it not be true, that all the 


England, although one Presbyterian or Recuſant upon Exa- 


W men ſhould be found among them ? And will you con- 
tel WW teſt this univerſal Verity, that reaſonable Creatures en- 
ln deavour to defend themſelves from the Injuries of Wind 
Ed WY and Weather, becauſe ſome brutiſh Savages lie under the 
out open Canopy of Heaven without Fence, or a Hut to 
n0- Kreen off the Heats of the Summer, or the Cold of the 
en Winter? Yet the Diſproportion between you and us, is 
ide. ten Times greater, than between one Recuſant, and the 
Oc- BH Citizens of London, or between thoſe Men who make 
t 3% BR Proviſions againſt the Rigour of Seaſofis, and thoſe who 
lu do not: If therefore in one Caſe, a particular Fact does 
not prejndice the univerſal Inference, why muſt it in the 
wit other? Ariſtotle tells us, that ſome rejected this Princi- 
t in ple, 4 thing cannot be, and not be at the ſame time, and 
2 af BR that Anaragoras maintain'd Snom is Black; yet, I ſuppoſe, 
jy of if I ſay the Principle is receiv'd by all Mankind, you 
6 4 vill not except againſt my Aſſertion. I may then conclude, 
15 chat the Perſuaſion of a God runs through our whole Spe- 


| cies, and ſpreads as wide as the remoteſt Colony. 
Theom. j 


en make a long Work of our Conference: Pray go on. 


Beal, Euſeb. Our difference about the Matter of Fa being 
at an End, J ask you the Origin of this univerſal Impreſ- 
wom ion from whence comes it that this Chymerical Ob ject 
elal, continually encounters and haunts our Underſandiag ? 
he BY do our Apprehenſions rove in another World? 
* Ine fluſh the Being of a Deity 225 

10t i | | 3 7 | | 

* A a4 Theo. Some 


: God, and we ſhall find after a general Muſter (though 


Citizens of London profeſs the Religion of the Charch of 


— 
8 


f I diſpute my Ground by Inches, we ſhall 
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Theo. Some witty Gentlemen will tell you this Not 
on came into the World by an accidental Fright Me 
ſtarted at Thunder, before they knew the Cauſe of i; 


and ſome of greater Wits, than their Neighbours, in- 


prov'd this panick Fear into Religion; they perſuadd 
the Mobile there was ſome Body above, that ſpoke aloul Wi 
and breath'd forth his Anger in Flames and Smoak: 
Others with much Probability affirm this Perſuaſ 
ſprings from an innate Fear in the Mind of Man, and; 
reſtleſs Apprehenſion of the worſt that may happen, N 
mum in orbe Deos fecit timo. vo 
Euſcb. A Man that will not take Notice of the tu 
| Reaſon of Things, which generally is but one, my 
forge a hundred falſe ones; for though one Path leadst 
Truth, a thouſand conduct us into Error. Pray, $i, 
ſeeing Men were firſt frighted, and then cheated into th 
Belief of a Deity, of whom did that witty Gentleman 
borrow the Notion ? He was certainly embu'd with the 
Idea of a God, before he could communicate it to hi 
| Neighbours. The Cheat was firſt put on him before l 
deceiv'd others. Who impos d on him? His Name de 
ſerves a conſiderable Place in Hiſtory, and I do not ſe, 
why our Fore-fathers ſhould have been leſs careful to 
conſerve his Memory, who ſlyly brought the Notion 
a God into the World, than his who conveigh'd the Tre 
jan Horſe into the City, and betray'd it to the Grecia 
But though you ſatisfy this Quære, the ſame Queſtion 
will return, who cozen'd him ? Nor will it ceaſe, till wt 
diſcover the Origin, or have run you up beyond the fi 
Moment of Time ; the only tolerable Eſcape is to reſolre 
this Fear into Tradition. e 3 
But pray tell me, how you know this Impreſſion ab # 
memoriali, has been handed down from Father to Son! 
You are Men of Parts, and glory more in Wit than 
Grace; you generally ſcorn all Authority but your on 
and appeal even from what we call Scriptare, to Red: 
Back your Aſſertion with any tolerable Proof, and fir 
once IIl take it for Demonſtration : All you can fi 
amounts to this, that perchance long ago, ſome thinking 
Brain wrap'd up in continual Speculation, blundered UP: 
on the Notion, and ſent it round; that it found a kin 
Reception; and even ſince has been kept in Countenan® 
and Reputation ? Put it is not ſtrange that one ment 5 
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-hance that ſtands for no God, ſhould weigh more with an 


0 uid 
on WA theiſt, than poſitive Reaſon for him? © * 
i WW This Tradition is of a very ancient Date, and older in 


u Probability than the Invention of Writing; for ought 
bat you know, it has been from the Beginning; nay, 


ul, may add it's ten Times more likely, it ſprang up with 
Kun, than that a Man firſt ſtarted the Impoſture, and 


chers made it over to Poſterity : For the Impreſſion of 
Cd ſinks into the Souls, not only of thoſe polite and 
irvilizd Nations, who have preſerv'd from Oblivion 
me Remnants of paſt Tranſactions and Books of Re- 


mords, but even of thoſe who are as ignorant of what 
7 as d in the laſt Age, as of what was done two thouſand 
zu ears ago, and of thoſe whoſe Arithmerick goes not be- 
ir, ond their Fingers, nor their Knowledge beyond their 
the rn Remembrance. What likelihood then, that thoſe 


ovainted with this? ; V 3 
WT But to Diſpatch the firſt Gentleman; when the natural 
auſe of Thunder was diſcoverd; why was not the 
heat unmask d? Why did not the Phantome diſappear 
the Sight of Knowledge, which Ignorance and Error 
ad created? Were the Underſtandings of Men fo cow'd 


nd With the Cheat, they durſt not ſtruggle againſt it? Or 
Tre ere they fo enamour'd of their Fears, as to cheriſh the 
; bed of their Torment? If this be true, our Anceſtors 
tion ere caſt in another Mould than we, they hugg d 


What we hate, and doted on what we abhor. If a Man 


fir "roſes on us by a Surprize, ſo ſoon as the Cheat is diſ- 
ole ver d, we ſtand upon our Guard, and like Birds, ſhot 


WF, grow wild: We become cautious and reſerv'd, we 
na off in Jealouſy and Suſpicion : But our tame Ance- 
r, who were Thunder'd and Lighten'd into a Belief 


own, e. Trick : They lik'd, it ſeems, the Conceit, and were 
an: pleas'd with Fears and Apprehenſions, they reſolv d 
fot make them Immortal. 1 5 


bed. Theſe Gentlemen will tell you, Time wore out 
eat was on forgot, tho' the Notion of a God remain'd; 
3 kept this on Foot, and continu d it to our Time; 
| indeed the Original Tincture of Education ſeldom 

Fan out; Though ſome inbred Principles are —_—_— 
; b | | 4 


„F. 


ho are Strangers to all Tradition, ſhould be ſo well ac- 


WF + God, kept up the IIluſton when they had unvizarded | 


e Boy of the Impoſture, but not the Effects: The 
0 
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ble againſt Education, yet ſome Cuſtoms ariſe from En 
cation, which Nature it ſelf can hardly deal with, M 
 Egfeb. Atheifis when they have loft their other Holi 
retreat to Education; they look upon it as an advantwM 
ous Poſt, and think themſelves there, not only out of ty 
Reach of Surprize, but of Aſſault; it is their darling 1 
pument, and therefore deſerves a peculiar Conſideratiulf 
[ defire you therefore to keep it for a Reſerve, at preſlli 
I have the ſecond Gentleman upon my Hands, and Inu 
do him Right before 1 leave him. You ſay, Other Gif 
men 4 with great Probability, that the Per ſuaſon of i 
God ſprings from an innate Fear in the Mind of Man, u 
a refileſs Apprehenſion of the worſt that may happen; a 
then yon prop the Aſſertion with the Ry Ke of 4 tn. 
This is in Mr. Hobbs's Phraſe ; Frar of Powe invi/1, 
feign d by the Mind, or imagin'd from Tales publickh wil 

r eee 
I This Evaſion is liable to great Exceptions; for ſump 
ſing Man has an innate; Fear, that he is ſubject to in 
gine dreadful Things, and apt to ſcare himſelf wil 
ghaſtly Apparitions of his own Coining; yet he cant 


” 


fear, unleſs he frames, 1. the Object that raiſestl 
unquiet Paſſion: What Object can we frame in the vo 
of his Apprehenſions, which has not ſome Relation 9 
Misfortunes he has either ſeen or heard of? The Fa 
may make ſtrange Combinations, and tie together thi 
that have no Connexion, yet it muſt know thoſe thin 
before it links them together; for the Apprehenſion, lil 
the Will, cannot work upon thoſe Materials that lie ui 
of its Sphere. When the Streams of the Hypochondni 
mount up to the Brain, a Man may fancy himſelf at u 
laſt Gaſp, tho' his Pulſe beat even, and he enjoys "i 
fe& Health, for he has ſeen others Die, and knows It! 
liable to the ſame Fate; but the moſt ſplenetick Cra 
in the World cannot fright himſelf with a Pluriſie, 
leſs he knows there be ſuch a Diſeaſe in Nature. 3 
Notion of a God may therefore awaken Man's Fear, bj 
the moſt timorous Nature cannot tremble at the App" 
henſion of a God, unleſs ſuch a Being be known : Seal 
therefore the Knowledge of a God, precedes his roll 
who ſtamp'd on Man the Impreſſion. | 
Theom, We muſt take Things as we find them. . 


depends originally on himſelf, he is beholding to 101 
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3) Principle for his Exiſtence, he is as he ever was, 
Ea will always be without any intervening Change: 
d be Notion of Deity (theſe Gentlemen fay) has ſtuck 
oc to him from Eternity, and in all Probability will 
mat Intent this Fury hovers about him, Doctors have 
Fo t determin d; ſome notwithſtanding are inclin d to be- 


Le, that Nature envious of Man's Happineſs, rais'd this 


a W Eſcb. Your Gentlemen Incognito, who argue by Proxy, 
1 iumph without doubt, and fancy this Anſwer has made 
/ 4 e Buſineſs wonderfully clear; but I appeal to the com- 


on Senſe of Mankind, whether it does not rather ſtart 


1 Wificulties than ſolve them. I have prov'd, that Men 
in ew God before they fear'd him, and conſequently that 
| 


Wis Fear could not ſpring from any innate timorous Diſ- 
poſition, but that it muſt be aſcribed to the great Author 


La Nature, who has ſtamp' d on our Souls the Kn owle dge 


his Being; now your young Gentlemen very confi 
Wently tell me, Man was ab æterno, and ſtands indebted. 
r his Being to no Body but his own Nature, and they 


ph Wruſt on me this: fine Syſtem, with ſuch an Air of Aſus» 
no nce, as if it were clear beyond Debate, and near alli - 
b to the firſt Principles ; whereas the thing is not only 


ſe, but abſurd to Dotage, as I ſhall, make out in its 
oper Place; but byſſu: fen invocar, one Abſurdity, 


i ers in another; a bad Theſis is always ſupported with 


2; ames this Aphoriſm as a Principle, Natura nibil agit 
js 70 fra, Nature does nothing in vain; now. whether we 
"hc? our View without us, or within us; whether we 

"cy the great World, or the leſs; we ſhall ſabſcribe to 
ie. ue Maxim: The natural Inclination of all things, either 
nd to the Perfection or Conſervation of Individuals, or 
: ſe to the Beauty and Symmetry, of the whole. Sympa- 


ies and Antipathies have their proper Stations and 


art in the great Theatre of the Univerſe ; there are 
0 Mutes in the whole Creation, that appear merely to 
| the Stage: Seeing therefore all other Things have 


: W.irit to cool his Hopes, and ſophiſticate his Pleaſures. 
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ſtand idle without Office, without Employment? Hy 


fides? 4 5 we not rather to queſtion your Integri i 
than your 2 hn 


trivance; but it's moſt certain, that an infinite Wiſda 1 


ſon in the World to conelude there is 4 Gol. 
A Perſon of Quality in the Company, who meaſuilli 


to his Arguments, and that he might ſilence Euſebiw | | l 
Authority, tho he could not by Reaſon : Methinks, fil 


| teſt like a Man of Parts, he has not ſhrunk under ti 
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Nature flung it into the World at Random, as the 0 
ſtrich lays her Eggs, and then flies into the Deſart? WA 
ſhould you arraign her Prudence in this Point, wy 
ſhews her Wiſdom in the Management of all things e. 


onduct ? = | | 92 - 

| Beſides, whether all things were ab eterno of then 
ſelves, or juſtled into Being by a lucky Hit of Chang 
and Legerdemain, they have at leaſt happen'd as well, val 
if an infinite Wiſdom and Power had a Hand in the ch 


would never have engrafted in the Minds of Men, vl 
vain, fo ſuperfluous a Principle, had there been no Gl 
in the World; therefore ſeeing ſuch a Principle wi 
thro the whole Maſs of Mankind; we have all the Rl 


his Wit by his Eſtate, would needs come into Them 1 
chuss Succour; he thought his Title would add a LH 


he, with Submiſſion to better Judgments, Theow«li 


| has overlook'd the deeiſive Solution of the Difficulyii 


yet I muſt needs ſay, he has behav'd himſelf in the C 4 


Character of a witty and well - ſpoken Man, but mas 1 


tain'd his Reputation; yet oftentimes Warmth and 


gerneſs let Advantage ſlip, and we remember not i 
Hurry thoſe Arguments that occur, when our Ten 

is cool and ſedate: I do not ſee why we ſhould Le 
Recourſe te accidental or natural Fears, or u 
ſhould fetch this Notion from the further end of Fm 
ty; we can reconcile the Difference, and Rop the Bag 
at leſs Expence of Time and Labour: I am apt to tim 
Education will unriddle the Myſtery; we eafily a 
the firſt Tincture, and when it's well imbib'd, it ne 
wears off: The firſt Rudiments ſtick ſo eloſe, that oft 
times they never leave us, and ſo by a pardonable "i 
ſake, even wiſe Men aſcribe many things to our Nat 


which we owe to the ſole Inſtruction of our Nu 


Twrciſn runs in ſome Families, Popery in others, i _n 
the reform'd Religion in mine: Whence comet in 
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: jety but from Education, and a certain Influence of the 


mate? Had I been born at Onffantinople, T had taken 
Oe Tirban inſtead of a Hat, and Circumciſion in place 
lol | Baptiſm ; had I Spain or Italy for my Country, Pope- 


4 would have been my Religion, and in all Probability 


DR mould have been as ready to Fight for Clement the 
uh drs Prerogative of Primacy, as I am now to Fight a- 


; inſt it: Education alone has continu'd Religions; we 


eue Proteſtants in England now, becauſe our Parents 
nc.) Governours were ſo the laſt Age: The Turks have 
|, Wen their Alcoran from their Anceſtors, and the pre- 
* Int Papiſts, Tranſubſtantiation, ſeven Sacraments, and 
ae Maſs from theirs: Now if our Fore-fathers by Edu- 
0 tion could infuſe into us the Belief of theſe ſeveral 


eligions, why not that of a God? And if they could, 
yy ſhould we craze our Brain, and exhauſt our Spirits 
te Purſuit of another Origin? 


aul ne were for petitioning for a higher Patent, for the ſig- 
1+ OS : l 

eme l Service he had done the Nation. 

. Esaſeb. Under favour, my Lord, this Expedient will 
10 


fl turn upon your Hypotheſis with no leſs Violence 

n an his: For this Notion of a God could not be ſpread 
eu Education, before it was in the World; it could not 
* ctoſt from paſt Ages down to the preſent, unleſs it was 


paſt Ages; and if it was, it either was ab æterno, or 


w_ C 5 

mu san in Time: If you fay the firſt, you build the whole 
ndÞ Woof on mere Conjecture and Suppoſition, nor can you 

ot U eke one Tittle of it good, without begging the queſti- 
Jem: Ik you ſay the ſecond, than either it began witng 
d OS: n, or after him; if with Man, then God who made 
viy n ſtamp'd on his Mind this Impreſſion ; if it began 
Bo ter him, pray who firſt ſail'd into the other World, 
le. d made the Diſcovery of this airy Spectre? Where 


Wd he live? And when? Or at leaſt if you are not able 


y 1 date the Birth of the Notion, ſhew me when it was 
gr” Pp, and 1 will pay your Argument the ſame Reſpe& I 


e your Perſon; but I cannot take Words for Reaſon, 


_ | Fr 2 proofleſs Suppoſition for Evidence: You are the 
4 0 apital Wits of the World; cautious Perſons, that will 
| 5 dt be impos d on, that in all Occaſions call for Evi» 


ICC, 


Beſides 


The Company applauded my Lord's Performance, and 


1 tt do; nay, thoſe Difficulties I object againſt Theoma- 
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Life. We fay Self-love, and the | 
are Natural to Man, becauſe we ſee theſe two Paſſions wif 


ployments; we love our ſelves now, as our Anceſtors 


and even thoſe who acting by more high and divine 


Ferment, it awakens their Induſtry, and enlivens the 
for Action; we all love to ſurvive the Grave, and hut 
that our Name ſhould be nail'd up in the Coffin: Thi 


Blood without Variation, without Interruption, i 


and permanent; but Education is of another Compleat 
on; tis always upon the Change; Time, Intereſt, al 


ciples of Education, and proclaim new Maxims: 


Laws, together with the Ancient Kings, and our Edua 


God has paſs d untouch'd, through all the Revolutions 0 
Times and Empires; if it has bore up againſt the Ful 
of the moſt barbarous Conqueror; what can we c 


Now I have already demonſtrated, that the Notion? 
God poſleſsd all Men's Minds from the been 
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Beſides, according to the Characters of Education, ay 
Nature, the Notion has no Reſemblance with Educatin 


but every Line, every Stroke, 1 Nature to th 
nclination to Pleaſy 


company him in all Ages, in all Places, and in all uf 


fix thouſand Years ago; we purſue Pleaſures in 1 
with the ſame Eagerneſs our Fore-fathers did in 1 


tives fly Pleaſure, cannot avoid the Inclination: Th 
Defire of Glory, according to all Men, riſes alſo fn 
Nature, becauſe it puts the Thoughts of all Men in: 


Perſuaſion begun with Man, and has continued in hi 


warms old Age, and fires Youth, it Aſſaults the Peaſant 
it captivates the Prince; thoſe who dare not fetch Gly 
from the Camp, purſue it at the Bar, they plead up ther 
Names, when they want Reſolution to fight them up; it 
fine, Nature is the ſame in all Men, it's ſtable, unifom, 


Conqueſt eſtabliſh new Cuſtoms, they ſet up new Pi 


Congue of William the Firſt forc'd England to box 
new Cuſtoms, as well as new Maſters ; it aboliſh'd the ov 


tion became French with our Governours : Look bet 
you will, and you'll find Education always follow i 
Fortune of the State, the Subverſion of this was a it 
lude to the Eftabliſhment of that. „ 

If therefore upon Inquiry, we find the Inſtindt of! 


clude, but that it is fix d and rooted in Nature? But „ 
God has ſtamp'd this Character of himſelf upon us; ® 
that it ſprings not from the Principles of Education 
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ges; that it has ſtood immoveable, amidſt all the Viciſ- 
audes of Time, and all the Turns of Fortune: Empires 
ve fallen either under the Weight of their own Great- 
s, or the Fury of the barbarous Conquerors: Nations 


nd Civility to replunge into Barbarity ; they have quit- 
ca their old Habitations to ſeek out new ones, and loſt 
eir very Language with their Liberty : One Cuſtom 


Ws juſtled out another, and Time has wore out that to 
le room for a Third: Theſe firange Revolutions 


s ſurvivd Empires, and prov'd more durable than the 
loſs of Rhodes, or the Temple of Diana; neither the 


m | 

han orruption of Nature, nor all the vain Attempts of A- 
He Wcifts, have been able to baniſh it from one Town, 
TwMWillage, or Family: The Notion of a God has made 
nu ankind in all Ages, and in all Places fall before it, and 

n, ioſe Men who dare diſpute againſt him eannot forbear 
fant A tremble. 'Tis then moſt certain, that either Man has 
Gon natural Propenſion, or that this Impreſſion of a ſu- 
ther eam Being is one. „ \ 


ln the mean time I do not doubt, but Education may 
Wait our natural Inclinations, and rather tie them to 


Wopend to Pleaſure, yet what is agreeable to ſome, is not 


Prin others ; what touches ſmoothly my Organ, may grate 
: on yours. Domitian delighted. himſelf with ſticking 
on es: Nero with driving Chariots : Some are for Venxs, 
che LBP ers for Bacchus: And this confining the univerſal Prin- 


Edele, riſes either from Education, or Conſtitution, or 
bench. Again, though the Deſire of Glory be Natural and 


1d Lv erfal, yet Education often aſſigns the Object; and 


alu ce it is, that Punctilio's vary with the Climate; ſome 
ee their Glory in overcoming an Enemy; others in 


4 cf oning him; ſome judge nothing more glorious than 


ride at the Head of an Army, to ſack Towns, and 


be ue Deſolation before them; whilſt others laugh at 


ve cuir Folly, and rap'd up in Speculation, think it more 
But t ocurable to write of Wars, than to wage them: In a 
Word, Theomac hus, you perchance perſuade your ſelf no- 


cation ns can be more illuſtrious than to defy God, whilſt 


;0n of F the true Glory of every rational Creature 
ming s in Obedience to his Commands, and love to his 


/ 


ve left Barbarity to take up Civility, and again aban- 
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e wrought no Change in the Belief of a Deity ; it 


| e Object than another; for though naturally all Men 
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Ferſon: Theſe are the Effects of Education, they vi 
with the Meridian, they become obſolete with Time, ii 
like Faſhions or Almanacks, grow out of Date. : £ 
Let us ſay the ſame of God ; though the Perſuaſion oY 
a God be engrafted in Nature, yet Education may conti 
bute to frame different Ideas of him, and to propa 
various Worthips : Some People fell before a G 
others before a Red Cloth, the Romans worſhip'd Mall 
and ſome Indians the Devil: When once Ignorance wil 
hatch'd theſe monſtrous Ideas of God, and Authority wii 
given them Credit, Education ſpread the Error, ul 
handed it down to Poſterity : But the Notion of a bn 
nity preceded the Infection of Education, and Men» 
lieved a ſupreme Being, and a true God, before they E 
up the Statues of a falſe one, E 
grant that the different Sects which divide, and fib 
divide Chriſtianity, owe their Propagation to Educatin 
(I mean generally) and what wonder ? For Chriſtiani i 
a Reveal'd Religion, its Myſteries lie above the Reach 
Nature, our Underſtanding cannot come at them; (vl 
Himſelf has been pleasd to communicate them, he I 
writ them on Paper, not on our Hearts, and we nil 
hear them before we can believe them: Parents take can, 
either by themſelves, or others, to inſtill into their Ci 
dren the Principles of thoſe Sects they profeſs, and 
chuſe for them a Religion before they can make al 
Choice for themſelves : Thus moſt Men enter upon the 
Parent's Religions, as they do upon their Eſtates, and 
ſolve that, which will convey them into an endlels * 
ſery or Happineſs, into mere Education: But the Hilf 
ence of a God is printed in our Nature; we know 
without the Help of External Revelation or Preaclil 
we are our own Scripture, our own Apoſtles.” 
But do not think, I deny Education can have am) l 
in framing in us the Knowledge of a God; tho it be i 
tural for a Mother to love her Children, and for 2 C 
to reſped his Mother, yet Education concurs, this du 
up thoſe reciprocal Duties in more lively Colours, 4 
puts the laſt Hand to the rough Draught of Nature: | 
ſo is our preſent Controverſy, tho' Nature leads u. 
the Knowledge of a God, yet Education haſtens it; | 
brightens oftentimes the Idea, and poliſhes it Wi" 
ſtructions and Precepts ; Thus, my Lord, 1 have len, 
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W.. anſwer to your Objection, and without the leaſt 
: 3 of Partiality prov d, that Atheiſts retreat in Vain 
- to Education. EL og e | 3 | | 
F beo. What you deny to Education cannot be refus'd to 
WT Policy. This Whim of a God was hatch'd in ſome Clo- 
on Wt by a ſecret Functo of Stateſmen. Ir firſt iſſued from 
te Court, and was probably poſted into the Country by 


WCountenance, and at laſt the Stamp of Sovereignity pro- 
Wpagated it; the Trick took marvellouſly ; the Apprehen- 
Won of a Deity, the Terrors of eternal Pains, with the 
Wflttering Allurements of eternal Pleaſure, awd the Sub- 


es to cheriſh the Illuſion, and to keep up the Impoſture. 

Euſeb. Good God! That Men ſhould be ſo wiſe to de- 
eive themſelves! Is the Belief of a God ſo conducing to 
he buoying up of human Society? So neceſſary for th: 


ml 

w Wupprefing of Diſorders ? And the Conſervation of a juſt 
00 Subordination 2 *Twere then to be wiſh'd, at leaſt, there 
e ere ſuch a Thing, and where I of the great Counſel of 


; the Nation, I would offer a Bill ro both the Houſes for 


mul 
* the Extirpation of Arheiſts, who endeavour to deprive the 
ate of ſo excellent an Inſtrument of Government. But 
and tis ſtrange, that Man, into whoſe Soul, Nature, Chance, 
re er Nece/ity, or what you think fit to call his originary 
nta Cause, have breath'd ſuch a Sympathy to Commerce, 


Naked of thoſe Materials that are neceſſary for carrying on 
ny ſtable Correſpofidence, that he is forc'd to have Re- 
ourſe to Fiction, to flie to Forgery, and to build the 
whole Frame of mutual Communication on Cheats, that 
Nee the Bane of Society, the Plague of Converſation, the 

Diſturbers of Peace, and declar d Enemies to Order. 


eerd up this gigantick Statue of a Deity, and then come 
: VT" 4:4ed all People and Nations to fall down and Worſhip it? 
here did he keep his Court? In what part of the World 
lid he Reign? In what Oly»piad did he live? A ere- 
idle return to theſe few Queries might poſſibly make 
lome Impreſſion on reaſonable Men: But an I/ of he ſis in 

| _ "In 


Na proclamation; Authority ſent it Abroad, Fear kept it 


4 £4 2 


OE 3 3 fur — 3 
FFC re 


Jed into Obedience and Submiſhon; and then theſe Ef- 
eas, ſo beneficial to Government, eaſily perſuaded Prin- 


: uch an Inclination to Society, ſhould have left him ſo 


Lecondh), what Machiavel firſt rais'd this Spirit, that all 
the Power of Wit pointed with Debauchery, has never 
been able to conjure down; what great Nebuchodonozor 
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the Air, that wants the Prop of Proofs, that is ſuflain} 


ſhould not ſtartle at the Monſter, they only fram'd to 
fright others; they may turn their SubjeR's Fears into DW 


this double Advantage of Obedience and Pleaſure; bu | ] 
we ſee the contrary ; Stateſmen are no more ſecure frm 


riſe with the Character; great Men moſt dread his Juſic, 


Contrivances? If by State-Magick they conjur d up thi 
Phantom, why do they tremble at it? Did all the Pri 


by mere Conjecture or Poſlibility, muſt fall to th 
Ground: Authority without Reaſon makes but a leu 
Figure, and if you intend to win our Faith, firſt ſub4, ill 
our Underſtandings. a, e —_—_ 
- Thirdly, If the Notion of a Deity be a mere Trick oi 
Stateſmen, a ſly Invention of Princes; methinks thy 


verſion, as well as Profit, and applaud their Cunningfy 


Throws of Conſcience, than the Mechanicks, nor th: Wi 
Prince, than the Peaſant; the Terrors of a God of 


becauſe they moſt offend his Goodneſs. I ask then, hoy 
thoſe who forbid others, become Dupes to their om 


ces of the World die inteſtati, without making over ti 
great arcanum Imperii to their Succeſſors ? Were the 
cut off in one Night as the firſt-born of AÆAgypt? Or di 
they intomb this grand Secret with their Bodies? A Mu 
that can ſwallow theſe Abſurdities, rather wants Hell 
bore than Arguments, and I would ſooner recommei 
him to a Phyſician than a Philoſopher. 
Ppourthly, That Hero of your Faction, the great Mr. Hil, 
that able Politician, who wheedled himſelf firſt, al 
then a conſiderable Part of the Nobility out of Conſe 
ence and Religion too: That Hobbs, I fay, who It 
left us a Draught of Government, I mean of Atheiftic 
Policy, in Folio: Who knows as little what he fays, "Wn 
what he believes, croſſes upon your Syſtem ; he rt" 
lays the Knavery at the Subject's Door, than at the FW Il 
ces, and affirms point-blank the ſetting up of a God w 
to drive home Liberty, and to pen up Gvereignt 0 
countenance Diſobedence, and to clip the wings of Al 
thority: is impoſſible, ſays he, a Common-ealth 
ſtand, where any other but the Sovereign hath 4 Tone: 
giving greater Reward than Life, and of inflifting gti 
Puniſhments than Death; now ſeeing eternal Life 1 
greater Reward than the Life preſent, and eternal 1 
went 4 greater Puniſhment than the Death of m_— 10 , 
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4 thing wort hy to be well conſider d of all Men, that deſire by 
obeying Authority to avoid the Calamities of Confuſion and 
Civil War, and what is meant in Holy Scripture by Life Eter- 
nal, and Torments Eternal ; and then he lays before his 
Reader as fine a Scheme of Life and Death Eternal, as a 
Libertine can deſire, or an Atheiſt invent: According to 
this Gentleman, thoſe Princes that firſt ſet up the Notion 
of a God upon political Ends, were but puny Statiſts, 
they were as unacquainted with their Intereſt, as the Max- 
ims of Ruling, for conſtituting a Superior Power, that 
could Reward more liberally, and puniſh more ſeverely 
chan they; they ſuggeſted new Pretences of Revolt to 
their Subjects, and ſhewd a Secret till then unknown, 
iz. that on Occaſions they might War upon their Lea- 
ders, not only without Sin, but even with Merit: For 
in the Hypotheſis of a God, this Maxim is evident, God is 
0 be obey d before Man; now Experience teaches us, that 
 Knaves can eaſily perſuade the Mob, any In junction of a 
Prince that lies a little heavy, is againſt God, and when 
once this Frenzy has ſeiz d upon the Brains of the Vulgar, 
WT they flie to Arms, they ſlay out of Zeal, they butcher 
their Fellow-Sub jects out of Devotion, and veil the Pre- 
Wl 70g4tive to Property, and the Grown to the Prong and 
ich fort: Theſe, I ſuppoſe, are the Reaſons that move 
Mr. Hobbs to caution Princes againſt Religion, to queſti- 
on the Rewards of Vertue, and the Puniſhments of Vice: 
Hil, vou ſee how you recede from the Opinion of Mr. Hobbs, 


|, nd leave your Patriarch in the Lurch: It's unkind to 
Conſe treat a Gentleman with ſo little Ceremony, to whom you 
ho owe ſo much; he firſt brought Atheiſm into Credit, and 
itil like the Giant in the Fable, firſt war d openly upon Ver- 
ays, 3 tue, and then turn'd his Fury againſt Heaven: He mo- 
mathe! BN del d you into a kind of Society, who before rang'd about 
e Pri BR the World like the wild Tartars or Arabians, without 
0d vB Government or Order: Twas he firſt rais'd Impudence 
nty, VE to a Science, Frenzy to Wit, and Infidelity to Religion: 
of Al rom him you borrow your Errors, and even Arms to 
\ (hol defend chem: Why then will you diſoblige a Man to 
ner | whom your whole Fraternity ſtands indebted ? | | 
great In a Word, the Belief of a Divinity could never be 
je U 2po3'd on Mankind, by the Cunning of any Prince or 
al In. ateſman; for when one Man attempts to over-reach 
re, #Y | another, he has Recourſe, without doubt, to Reaſon; now 
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| PRE an Abſurdity, you muſt ſuppoſe all Mankind 
keep up the Frolick : You muſt ſuppoſe our Anceſtor 
croſs d on ours, they plac'd their Pleaſure not in En: 


their Happineſs in Trembling. 


Reaſon after a hundred Attempts, for the ſpace of many 


God's Exiſtence, either 


riddled the Secret, it's a mere State-Engine, you ſay, * 


372 The Gentleman Inſtructed. 
I cannot perſuade my ſelf that Reaſon can invent 2 
Cheat, that Reaſon cannot diſcover ; for it's evident the 
Belief of a ſupream Being carries Dread and Terror a. 
long with it; it humbles Pride, checks Lewdneſs, and 
curbs the pleaſing Sallies of Senſuality ; it preſcribes Lam 
to Intereſt, and Bounds to Pleaſure, it reſtrains Thought 
no leſs than Actions ; then how can a Man in his Wit 
preſume, that upon the bare Propoſition of the Doctrine, 
without any ſerious Examen, without the Recommend: 
tion of plauſible Arguments, all Men ſhould ſwalloy the 
Impoſture, and vote the Being of a God at the Expence 
of their darling and favourite Prerogative Liberty, dt 
their Quiet and Tranquility? Before you can admit ſo 


ung up their Reaſon for Company-ſake, or run mad to 
were of another Species, than we, that their Inclinatiom 
Joyment, but Self-denial, their Liberty in Conſtraint aud 
But if you ſay they embrac'd the Tenets on Grounk 


fallacious at Bottom, but glaz'd over with the plauſibl } 
Varniſh of Sophiſtry and Paralogiſm ; it's ſtrange, thut 


13 


Ages, has never been able to tear off the Diſguiſe, or 
diſcover the Fallacity that was contrived by Reaſon: 
And yet it is more aſtoniſhing, that the univerſal Reaſon 
of Mankind has been wretchedly enſnar'd and blinded 
to ſo prodigious a Degree, as to take thoſe Proofs tot 
reaſonable and ſolid, which upon the Principles of Abe. 
iſts, were never able to give any rational Account dt 

5 his Effects or Operations: 
You cannot believe this, unleſs you believe that Real! 
ic ſelf is unreaſonable, or that the Reaſon of all tl 
World was over-reach'd by that of one crafty Politicial 
If you dare venture to clap in with this Abſurdity, 
muſt confeſs your Faith is Facile and Comprehenſive 
tome Caſes, tho' ſtraight-lac'd in others; and you ct 
not refuſe to believe a God, unleſs you own it's in Jo 
Power to believe what is morally impoſlible, but not 
what is highly credible. To conclude, you have ul 
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e 6 jou ſay, 
petty Craft to fright ſome, and flatter others . 


dience; disband therefore your Fears, run from Conſci- 
Wence, or out-grow it, place Good and Evil on the ſame 
erel, for nothing can be Evil below, unleſs there be a 


* mupream Law-giver above. A Child will ſcream out at 
ts Nurſe, under the diſguiſe of a Vizard, but take it off, 
nnd he turns the very Object of Fear into Play and Di- 
its WW. crfion ; you have unmask'd the Fourbery, you have diſ- 
in Cover d the Impoſture, why have you leſs Aſſurance than 
ne, a Child? Why leſs Diſcretion ? Why do you ſtill ſweat 
*. under the Awe of a Deity, and ſometimes groan under 
the the Laſhes of Conſcience ? If you have been gull'd into 
nee 


Wtheſe Frights, diſcourſe your ſelf out of them; Fear and 
WRemorſe are not very entertaining: If a Syllogiſm or two 
would rid you of theſe Incumbrances, T would have you 
try Concluſions : But alas! Your own Breaſts confutes 


n od is nothing but a Trick, your Tongue trembles toge- 
013 ther with your Heart, and like a Criminal at the Bar, you 
En WW vow the Fact by a faint Denial, ee; ny 


3 | Theo. Your Diſcourſe amounts to this, that no Error 
an invade and ſubdue all Mankind: Now can any 
ging be imagin'd more univerſal than Polytheiſm ? Did 


it not ſweep away the Rich with the Poor? The Philoſo- 
her with the Illiterate? And the Prince with the Pea- 
Wnt? Through what Gate did this profane Worſhip creep 
Into the World? If many Gods may be foiſted in, hy 


I the Impoſture ? Becauſe a Plurality of Gods ſhocks Rea- 
n, more than.an Unity; can Reaſon eaſier over-look 


_ he Contradiction? Does the Cheat lie out of Sight, be- 
d aufe a Child may diſcover it? Y e 
gr . £/cb. Polytheiſm (though it ſpread wide) was never 
ea 8 OIntverſal: We know as ſure when it was not, and when 
[ Un begun, as paſt Tranſactions can be known: The Me- 
7 or of things paſt can only run down to us through the 
135 Channel of Tradition >» Authors both Sacred and Pro- 
„ede mark its Origin; it takes its Riſe from the Tower 
* 1 of Babel, and the firſt Emperor was Metamorphoz'd into 
bs Je firſt Deity : Nor did ir infe& all People; ſome Mil- 
t 3 ons of Fexs deteſted the Sacrilege, and there are ma- 
1 155 probable Con jectures in ſpight of the Sorbone, that the 
„ orhip of one God continu'd in China two. thouſand 
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Wy our Pretenſions, when you affirm the Impreſſion of 2 


| Wit not run through all Countries, as well as all Times? Did 


ot one? Does the Greatneſs of the Abſurdity facilitate 
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and Countries receded from the Multitude in this mon. 
vhen he ſpoke in Jeſt, but a Theiſt when he ſpoke in Ei. 
Gods in his Books he ador'd in the Capitol: Seneca bur. 


—— Sm ——ͤ WW „ 


tho the wiſe Men were not Guilty of the Error, they wen 
of the Sin, becauſe they ſwam down the Stream with the 


 demn'd in their Judgment. 


Approbation of the Wiſe, is no more to 
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Years : But, however, ſince the Birth of Chriftianiy, 3 
Polytheiſm has loft Credit and Empire, it only reigns 
where Ignorance and Barbarity domineer, and thoſe Wi 
poor Creatures hug the Cheat, who are willing to be 

Moreover, the Philoſophers and wiſe Men of all Age 


Kg 

7 

73 
3 


ſtrous Veneration : Plato confeſs d he was {a Polythif 
neſt: Cicero rallies the State Theology, and drolls upon thoſ 


leſques the Multiplicity of Divinities ; and in a Wa 
all rhe Heathen Divines as well as Poets evidently de. 
monſtrate, that thoſe believ'd in zany Gods, who follow! 
Cuſtom, and thoſe in one who obey'd Reaſon : So thy, 


Vulgar, they burnt Incenſe to Stones, offer d Victims to 
Statues, and approvd in their Actions what they con- 


_ - Nay, if we believe Tertullian, the very Multitjde in 
their ſudden Frights look d up to Heaven, not the Capt 
tol, and invok'd one God, not many: Whence we may 
draw with him this Inference, that Nature profeſs d one 
God, whilſt Corruption and Ignorance allow'd of thy 
Thouſand : But beſides, in vain you beg univerſal) d 
the Vulgar, the Vote of the Multitude ſeparated from tit 
48 regarded thil 
the Opinion of Bedlams ; their Authority can be of 0 
greater Weight, than that of Children, who have Ne- 
ſon, but cannot uſe it: They know as little what tif 
do, as why: They act by no other Rule than Paſſion 0 
Cuſtom ; like frighted Sheep, one treads on the Heelsd 
another, and the Miſtake of the firſt is follow'd by that 
of the whole Flock : In fine, they judge at random, ti 
Things upon Truſt, and ſtamp Truth and Falſehood vil 
the ſame Impreſſion - and ſo leave us no Marks to diſco 
ver the Impoſture. e 
But again, your Argument is ſo far from enervatic 
my Diſcourſe, that it confirms it: People had never! 
dor'd falſe Gods, had they not been firſt perſuaded the" 
was a true one; as a Picture ſuppoſes ſome real Origin 


ſo a counterfeit Excellency ſuppoſes a real one: i 
wou! 
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Would counterfeit Guineas if there was no ſuch Coin ? 


7 or cheat the World with falſe Diamonds if there were 
4 no true ones in Nature? The Heathens ador'd falſe Gods; 
WI think we may therefore with a great deal of Proba- 


bility infer, that Nature taught them there was a true 


„one. 12 L „ , 
85 Now it's no hard Task to convince a Man that will 
W ſoop to Reaſon, that Polytheiſm might eaſily be ſet on 
a. Foot by Craft, Policy, or Corruption, though the Belief 


of one God could not: Firf, To ſatisfy the Senſes, Men 


* nade God Viſible. Secondly, Io content the Imagination, 
on, hat could not crowd all the Perfections of God in one 
% dea, they multiply d the Divinity; then Blindneſs 
vi rowing upon them with the Superſtition, thoſe things 
my | hat were intended to repreſent his Perfections were ap- 
vers lied to Men; and then Darkneſs ſeiz d upon them to 


hat Degree, that they deified Diſeaſes, and adored thoſe 
WOdſcenities in their Temples, they durſt not name in 
Wcivil Company. Laftly, To favour their Paſſions, and to 
ieee full Wing to unreaſonable Appetites, they placed 
WAdulterers in Heaven, Strumpets on Altars, and adored 
ll Vices, that they might be exempt from the Practice 
of all Vertues; for who durſt condemn what they ador d? 
Or puniſh what they worſhip'd > What Crime might not 


thin ee committed at Home with Honour and Impunity, that 
y reverenc'd in the Temples with Proſtitution and 
1h Victim? PE os ds 
hn i But if this Account does not pleaſe you, pray. attend, 
of 1" and I hope you will receive full Satisfaction. Polytheifu 
Re ' Sin of the deepeſt Dye, and therefore we cannot 
they RR magine Men plung d into the very depth of Wicked- 
.n of ness without previous Diſpoſitions. Crimes like natural 
eck Bodies do not ſhoot out in a Moment, but leiſurely :. Ne- 
hat i" repente fit pe ſſimus. Idolatry like all other monſtrous Of- 
ak i tences came upon us by Degrees: Firſt Men carv'd Sta- 
| wid des, then they honour'd them, and, in fine, ador'd them; 
diſco co as the Cauſe of making them was various, ſo that of 
Jetying them was alſo: A Father, ſaxs the wiſe Man, 
m1 þ& ited with untimely Mourning, when he had made 
yer the Image of his Child taken away, now honoured him 
ther 5 (30d, which was then a dead Man; and ſome fell 
gin W deſperate. an. Ignorance, as to erect Statues and 
po tars to thoſe very Perſons they mourn for; they con- 
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ſtituted Ceremonies for the Dead, as Cures for the Gig | 7 


latia. Min. Felix. © 


ſhame of their Defeat: The Roman Ceſar's lov'd nthe 
to be fear d while they lived, than adored ; they voll 


' tended no right to Sacrifices till Death cut off all Clin 
fawning Magiſtrate plac'd their Princes above the Stan 


and built Temples to thoſe whom they ſtabb'd in the 
nate, or flung into the Common-ſhores. | 


_ the exterior Marks of Gratitude became Divilt 


Clowns of all Nations to this Day take the Moon or K 


of the Living. Sacra facta ſunt que fuerunt aſſump 3.0 


In ſome places Idolatry ſprung from the Pride of bi 
ces, who ſubſtituted their Statues to ſupply their Pl 
ſence, and commanded their Subjects to pay their Rey il 


ſentative the Reſpect due to their Perſons; and tu 


Worſhip, though civil in its Origin, ſwell'd into Adonb WR 
on by the ſervile Flattery of ſome, and the ſtupendion MY 
Blindneſs of others, and when once the Gate flew op 
to Illuſion, Idolatry ruſh'd into the World like a Torr; Wl 
and bore down all before it. Nebachodonozer woull 
ador'd whilſt he liv'd: Alexander obtain d Worſhip c 
the Per ſians, but could not of his Macedonian: ; th Wi 
to ſet up their Valour would never own their King w 
a God, the others deified their Conqueror to palliatett 


firſt die before they would be thought immortal, and pu 


to Government; but then the ignorant Multitude ai 


In other Places, Polytheiſm and Idolatry came fron 
Gratitude ; the People dedicated Statues to thoſe famol 
Men, who firſt founded their Cities, or improv'd then, 
who fram'd Laws, or invented Arts: And in Proceß d 


Worſhip : If you doubt of theſe Occaſions, let me f 
commend to your peruſal Lactantius, Philaſtr ius, Arn 
ns, and Min. Felix, and I am confident you will urge 
more for Satisfaction: Now if you ask me why the N. 
tion of one God could not be impos'd on Mankind!f 
Ignorance, Stupidity, and Cuſtom, as well as Idolatry and 
olytheiſm; I can only deſire you to ſpend a Mom 
Reflection on what I have ſaid alread x. 
Theo. I perceive then you will not admit it poſſdh, 
that any Error can be Univerſal: Pray do not balane 
plain Matter of Fact with Speculation. Did not all te 
World believe the Antipodes impoſſible ? And do not il 


to be ten times bigger than the fix'd Stars. Wh 8 
BK Enſeb. Wie 9 
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= Feb. Whether an Error can be Univerſal or no, is 
ot my Concern ; tho Ariſtotle denies it, and tho it can 
erer be made out by any Fact, that ſuch an Error is 
WT offible, yet if a Confeſſiion will be any Advantage to 
Our Cauſe, pray take it; however, I maintain, that the 
erſuaſion of a God cannot poſſibly be ſuch; and I think 


ple | 

Nh hat the Aſſertion is made pretty clear already, yet to 
16 itisfy Doubts, and to cut off all Reply, I add an Argu- 
ion nent, which has all the Appearance of Conviction. 


There is a natural Light in Man's Underſtanding, that 


open 

ky ever deceives him; but then there is a Prejudice that 
11; lvays does: Were we exempt from this, we ſhould ſel- 
ip of WW om be in the Wrong : and were we deveſted of that, 
thee ve ſhould never be in the Right; we cannot throw our 
> 193 liſtakes on any in- bred Quality of the Intellect, for 
re the hen falſe Judgments would be natural to it, and ſo we 
ati night take up with the Scepticks, and doubt of all 
ol rings, or rather we ſhould be affur'd of this alone, 
ve Wat we were always in Error. — T 
Cn There are two Sources of Error, the one Exterior, 
e nl FP hich may be reduc'd to Example, Education, and So- 
dar); theſe exerciſe a ſtrange Empire on the Under- 
he + anding, they impoſe upon it to Admiration, and almoſt 


| Worce it into Error by propoſing Objects under falſe 
iht; hence it comes, that Lewdneſs in hot Countries, 
Id Drunkenneſs in cold, paſs for Peccadillo's, although in 


then WP emſclves they are great Offences: The interior Cauſes 
ce dre Three, the Senſes, Imagination, and Paſſion; and any 


f theſe are able to propoſe things in borrow'd Colours, 


Divine | 

me Ind repreſent them to the Underftanding quite different 
Arn 0 themſelves ; thus a Star having been repreſented to 
age W from our Cradle no bigger than a Candle, we have 
he N eund ſome difficulty to be diſabuſed, not being able to 


oncile the ſmall Idea we take from our Senſe, to that 
tone we receive from Reaſon ; our Imagination has 
omen een ſo employ'd in Matter, that it gives even Spirits its 
| =P Prieties ; we are no more able to imagine our Souls 


,offbl, Wi ithout Extenſion, than a Mountain without a Valley; 
balant e Will being engag'd by Paſſion, byaſſes the Under- 
all ending, and forcing it to judge true whatever ſtands for 
not i” Advantage, leads us into a thouſand Errors, and then 


=. hard to diſcover the Miſtake, when 'tis our- 
3 tereſt to be deceivd: Now, I fay, the univerſal 
= Belief 
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Belief of a God, cannot be aſcribed either to the ex; 
rior Cauſes of Error, or to the interior: The firg ji 
the Aſſertion ſtands firm on thoſe Reaſons I have al 
5 ; the ſecond I prove beyond a Poſlibility of 
ubting. | _ ER [1 
The Belief of a Deity cannot with any Colour of fa 
ſon be ſuppos'd to flow from any of theſe general O1 
ins of Illuſion, if it be rather contrary than confor Wl 
pie to them, if they rather prompt us to believe ther 
no God, than that there is one; for what Error q 
ſpring from thoſe Cauſes, that have no Proportion tax 
that rather ſtifle than foment it? Now, I appeal 6 
theifts themſelves, whether they owe not a great gu 
their criminal Incredulity to Senſe, Imagination, ul 
Corruption of Heart; they haye been ſo long accu 
to juggle by Senſe, that they ſeem to have loſt the {+ 
culty of Reaſoning ; they reje& as Sophiſtry or emy 
| Speculation whatever cannot fall under Senſation; ty 
tell us, they cannot admit God to be the Object of thi 
Faith, becauſe he cannot be that of their Senſe; thi 
Imagination is loſt in the Survey of his Eternity al 
Immenſity, they cannot frame to themſelves any tit 
Table Idea of his Efſence, nor what he did, nor wherl 
was before the World's Creation, and then this Mal 
of the Imagination puzzles the Underſtanding, and 
they deny his Being, becauſe they do not conceive h 
Eſſence, Attributes, and Occupation: In fine, the tan Wl 
ed Inclinations that tyrannize over the Hear lere 
their Engines againſt God's Exiſtence, becauſe this Ini 
curbs their Inſolence; and if it does not correct til 
Irregularity, at leaſt it abates their Violence. y 
Let therefore all the World, if you pleaſe, for ann 
Ages deny the Antipodes, let them believe the 2 "_ 
no bigger than the Flame of a Taper, or that the Mo 
equals the Sun; the very Hypotheſis favours me; ti 
verſal Miſtake aſſures me almoſt above Demonſt% 
that thoſe who confeſs a God are not deluded: For vol 
thouſand Years the Senſes have brought Negative AF 
ments againſt the Exiſtence of a Divinity. Imaging 
has conjur'd up a hundred Difficulties, and chrom, FS 
many Prejudices in our way, the extream Wickedneß 1 
moſt Men has made o Cod their Intereſt, and it has 7 1 
quer'd their Deſires, and corrupted theſe Wilkes: 1" 


i 
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okt of Senſe, in ſpight of Imagination ; maugre all 
e Bribes of Senſuality, the Elattery of Appetite, and 
olence of Paſſions, that always raiſe Doubts in the 
ee of Evidence, in the Preſence of Demonſtration, the 
lief of a God has ſtood unſhaken, it has ſubdu'd the 


KBS. © obdurate, enlighten d the moſt ſtupid, ſear the 
Oh = Fr profligate, and overcome the moſt rebellious ; all 
amg tions, in all Ages, have acknowledged his Being ; 
eri 1 even thoſe who pretend to be Atheiſts cannot clear 


| nſelves of Doubts, their Fears are more certain than 


b g ir judgment, and they quake before the Nothing they 
sh at. „ E 
an Pige now whether the Belief of a God can be the 
ö i eg of Prejudice, ſeeing it Wars upon the very Prin- 
ones of Error, and maintain its * 9 over the Judg- 
0 WF; Men, merely becauſe no Prejudice can with- 
em nd it. I conclude therefore, this univerſal Conſent, 
: harmonious Concord of Men in Cuſtoms different, 
tha WWpoſite in Intereſt, and almoſt contrary the one to the 
; ther Wer in Complexion, as well as Features, cannot pro- 
ue from any thing, but the Conviction of a Truth 
Je breath'd into our Souls when he eſpous d them to 
ad þ| Bodies, he twiſted it with our Nature, and fo has 
ng cd it againſt the Aſſaults of Time, Cuſtom, and In- 


WS nation, he has aſſur'd it againſt the falſe Intelligence 


we w BY Senſe, and the confounding Impreſſion of Imaginati- 
or == : You may as ſoon debauch the Sun out of the Zodi- 
e . as this indelible Truth out of your Heart, or diſpute 


Aubiopian white, as reaſon a God into a Chymera: 
yo Armour is Proof againſt the Point of this Truth, 
crc is no Shelter againft the Force of this invinſible 
ument. Opinionum commenta delet dies. Natwre ju- 
„ confirmat. Time wears out the Fiction of Opinion, 
AS unmasks the Falſity of ill-founded Perſuaſions, but 

en it corroborates the Dictates, confirms the fudg- 


101 Yes of Nature; and when a Notion has ſtood the 
ky Fial of all Nations, and endur'd the Teſt of all Ages, 
f 8 dign it ſprings from Nature, not from Caprice or 
ind 5 luſion. | 5 | 142 


DI A- 
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"BAALQOTV-E IV: 


From the univerſal Conſent of Nations, it follows, tha 
 - Propoſition, there is a G o o, cas be no more donbiful iu 
_ this, | there Was ſuch a Man as Ceſar. e 4 


Theom. 10 fancy, I ſuppoſe, I am come over u 
I you, and turn'd a through-pac'd Comer i 
you have ply d me ſufficiently with Words, but not at MY 
with Reaſons. = JV 
Euſeb. Tis eaſter to aſperſe Truth, than to confute i: 
When I began the Conference, if you remember, Ie. 
gag d my ſelf to give you convincing Proofs of a 000 
ber not Wit to underſtand them: I have done my Pu; 
and if they make no Impreſſion, you muſt accuſe eite 
Four Incapacity or Obſtinacy, not the Weakneſs of th 
Argument. A Man that has no Eyes, or ſhuts em, ny 
grope in the Dark at Noon-day ; and if he blunders im 
@ Precipice, he muſt diſcharge the Sun, and lay his Mi 
fortune on the Indiſpoſition of the Organ, or the Folyd 
his own Will: I have diſcover'd Truth, and laid it 
open as Demonſtration will permit, now you very gra 
ly tell me, you can't diſcern it; you may at the ſane 
Rate accuſe Exclid, and turn his Demonſtrations im 
Paralogiſms.; you may ſay Hthagoras has ſham'd hum 
Reaſon with his famous Diſcovery, and that he was td 
Liberal when he gave a Hecatumb for a Sophiſm, | til 
you again, I have not aſſaulted your Judgment with fe 
lacy or Sophiſm, but with naked Truth: A Child na 
ſee it, and no Man of Reaſon can deny it; it's too ei 
dent to be overlook'd, and too ſtrong to be withſtood; 
you may as well doubt whether there was ſuch a Fin 
as Ceſar, as call in queſtion the Being of a Deity. 
Theo. Hold there: I no more. doubt of Ceſar's Beich 
ting of my own ; it's not in my Power to diſſent trol 
either. ; | 
Euſeb. I ſuppoſe you make this publick Confeſſion u 
avoid Singularity, or that ſome under-hand Deſign has 
greater ptroak in your Confeſhon, than Conviction, 


1 * 
0 (f ] * 
OY 
* "ay 
5 * £ 
=, 
5 
4 
. 
N 


The Gentleman Inſtructed. 381 


beo. Nothing but Evidence draws out the Confeſli- 
; I cannot doubt when Demonſtration aſſures me, 
al muſt waver, if bare Conjectures ſupport me. | 
Ec. Pray, by which Propoſition of Mathematicks 
as you demonſtrate Geſar was ? CLI IDS | 
beo. You are in a Vein of Bantering ſurely ; paſt 
ters of Fact, neither require, nor are capable of Ma- 
ematical Proofs, they are not to be made out by Sines 
= Tangent, they ſtand on the Baſis of Authority, and 
only convey d to our Knowledge by Tradition: Now 
ppoſe the joint Conſent of all Men, and all Ages, is 
e to make any paſt Tranſaction credible, 3 
„eb. Your Arithmetick runs too high ; what do you 
of all Men? The tenth Part of Mankind has heard 
of C2/ar, than of Domingos Voyage to the Moon: 
ou ſend Hue and Cy after this great Conqueror into 
Country, nine Parts of ten will take him ſooner for 
ighway-man, than an Emperor, and rather ſuppoſe 
had taken a Purſe, than conquer'd the World: Other 
entries of Europe are as little acquainted with this 
"0 a5 ours: He is abſolutely loſt to China and Japan; 
feats never ſwam over into America, and his Obſcu- 
even in Aſia and Africa is far greater than his Re- 
en; his Memory is only confin'd to Books, it lives 
Wong Pedants and School-Boys. 3 0 os 
beo. Iis true; but the Tradition, tho' not phyſically 
irerſal, is morally ſo ; and this ſuffices to make the 
ct certain, 3 „ 
eb. Nay, Sir! I am abſolutely for you, and did you 
believe there was ſuch a Man as Ceſar, I ſhould 
bade you to turn Anchoret, to take up in Foreſts, 
We forfwear all human Society; for in Reality, you 
add be as ill rigg'd out for Converſation as Buffloes or 
d,; but then if upon leſs Grounds you believe 
ee has been ſuch a Man as Ceſar, why do you refuſe 
elieve a God upon greater? . WE kt 
beo. What? Do you pretend the Motives that prove 
5.4 $6 are more cogent, than thoſe that prove Ceſar has 
en: | ITED 
b. Ido: For not a tenth Part of the World has 
e heard of Ceſar, and every Man from the firſt Ori- 
of Things, 1 ſay, every Man that has been able to 
Courſe, to link together Antecedents and — + 
as 
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has confeſs'd there is a ſupream Being; ſo that if we 9 
al to Number, and put the Iſſue of the Controverſy, 
Vote, the Being of a God carries the Day: As there 
no Proportion between the Authority that ſtands vil 
Ceſar, and that which ſtands for God, ſo there can vil; 
no Compariſon between the Certainty of one, and 
the other. „ 
Beſides, thoſe who atteſt Ceſar has been, had no lun 
reſt to deny it; they got no more by his Being, than iſ 
his not Being; the one did not advance their Fo 
nor the other recoil it: But a conſiderable Part of tha 
who avouch for a God, were intereſted in his t Bei, 
they were Men ſunk in Lewdneſs, and loft in Debauc 
ry, their Hands were dyed in Blood, Rapine, and dani 
lege, and their Hearts defil'd with the moſt crying Als 
minations; they wiſh'd there were no God, becauſ 
they liv'd as if there were none ; their Intereſt votel 
him down, yet their Judgments could not. The Rat 
of their wounded Conſciences told them, there wa: 
God; and though they apprehended his Juſtice, they had 
not the Boldneſs to diſown it: If therefore thoſe Me 
deſerve more Credit who ſpeak againſt their own In- 
reſts, than thoſe who do not, this ſingle Circumſtn 
= the Being of a God more certain, than that « 
. Theo. There is Excedens and Exceſſum; if we go t 
Polling, you may perchance gain the Suit, but if to Fil 
dence, the Cauſe is mine. The Authority of a few bulk 
on Evidence, weighs ten Times more than the Authon! 
of many deſtitute of Reaſon. Thus the Caſe ſtands bt 
tween you and me ; more Witneſs fox God, than kc 
Ceſar, but then the Authority of thoſe who maintain 
God, is ſupported by Fancy alone and Caprice. 
Euſeb. That is, all Men eſpouſed the Belief ofa G 
without Reaſon. What? Can a Man affirm ſuch an am 
zing Impoſlibility, and boggle at any Thing? A vil 
Man may ſometimes be impos'd on by ſubtle Apfe⸗ 
rances, he may graſp a Shadow for the Subſtance, i 
take counterfeit Reaſon, as well as adulterate Coin: 9! 
to ſay all Mankind took up the Belief of a God % 
Frolick, without Reaſon, nay, againſt the Intereſt of tn 
greater Part, is to ſuppoſe them ſtruck at a clap W rl 


the Spirit of Folly and Madneſs ; tis to ſuppoſe te erg 
| 1 
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irrational, and by Inference, not Men; and what can 
EFancy frame more prodigious, than that a Man of Parts 
ould believe this Epidemical Lunacy without any 
round or Reaſon. If Caprice has ſent about this Frolick : 
E it has poſted it away to every Corner of the habitable 
World; methinks we have right to expect it may play 
Wittle Pranks in things of another Nature. Why have 
he Gentry never yet flung Teuxbury Muſtard Balls into 
heir own Houſes, and toſs d the Frenzy thro' the whole 
ation? Why have they never confpir'd the Ruin of 
intners by withdrawing their Cuſtom, or ſuppreſs d the 
unt of Court by compoſing Law Suits a J amiable 2 
ould we ſee Aſſociations carry on theſe petty Frolicks, 
e might perchance have ſome Inclination to think more 
niverſal were poſſible, but till you give me an In- 
tance, you muſt pardon my Incredulity. . | 
Now tis Time to take into conſideration your pre- 
ended Advantage: The Proofs for Cæſars Being are re- 
dv'd, ſay you, into the Evidence of Senſe, thoſe for 
od's Exiſtency are not, therefore the Authority that 
ands for Cæſar, exceeds that which ſtands for God, in 
he ſame Proportion that Certitude drawn from the Per- 
eptions of Senſe, ſurpaſſes the Certitude taken from 
rn HE: 1 
Firſt, Suppoſing the Evidence which ſtands for Ceſar 
de greater, tis falſe Logick to conclude that the Evi- 
lence of a God, grounded on the moſt univerſal Conſent _ 
hat ever was in the World, is inſufficient to ſecure a 
iſe Man from Doubt: For certainly ſomething below 
wream Evidence will ſuffice; and if you will not grant 
ne this, it evidently follows, you can be ſure of no- 
hing but what you ſee; for the Experience of your 
I Eyes is ten times more convincing than that of 
mother, let it be apply'd to you by the moſt full Autho- 
ty than can be imagin'd. 885 
Secondly, You cannot refuſe your Aſſent to the Exiſt- 
ice of a God, upon Account that the univerſal Autho- 
ty of Mankind is not founded on Senſation : For then 
Ju undermine and blow up the Foundation of Atheiſm, 
nd Apofare from Incredulity; for either you are an Epi- 
em, or Ariſtotelian Atheiſt, id eff, you believe the 
— was compos'd by Chance of Atoms, or was 4b 
TW; Take which you pleaſe; if the firſt, pray tell 
I | | me, 
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me, did you ever ſee thoſe Atom? Did you ever yig 
their Motion? Was you preſent when they danc'd c 
Hay? Or produc'd the World by a Turn of Barny 
Did at leaſt either Epicwrus or Democritus aſſure they 
Scholars they ſaw this Scuffle ? Can they tell us the Nu¹ e 
of their Generals? The Number of their Squadrom o. 
Or Battallions ? How long the Conflict laſted ? And wp 
on what Articles the Peace was agreed on? If the deco 
I defire to know what ocular Certainty you have of th 
World's Eternity; could any Man be. preſent at l 
ſtrange Production before he was, id eff, could he eil 
before Eternity? Theſe Things go down with Aa. 
without chewing, without examen; they believe em, Hur 
no Body ever ſaw em, and what is yet more admiral, 
without any Authority to recommend them, nay, in 
Spight of Authority, and againſt the moſt evident Co 
viction of Reaſon ; but when the Queſtion is to beliem 
a God upon the univerſal Conſent of all Nations, backl 
with all the Force of Reaſon, they beg our Pardon, the 
cannot captivate their Undeſtanding to the Belief cf 
thing that has never been ſeen ? Is this to build on that 
ciples ? Yet, without doubt; you treat Principles as tene. 
Presbyterians did the Government in Forty Tuo, wht 
pretended to ſettle it on a ſtable Bottom, yet fairly ove 
turn d it. | 
Thirdly, Did you not tell me, you requir'd ſuch Proo 
only for a God as the Matter was capable of? That Et 
muſt be a Fool or a Madman, that would not belient 
there was ſach a Place as Gnſtantinople, unleſs it co Evi, 
be demonſtrated by Mathematicks? Gr deny d a C0 
becauſe he did not ſee him? For to believe the Being thy 
Conſtantinople upon no other Terms than Demon fru on, 
or of God upon no Evidence but that of Senſe, ib hut! 
require a Conviction not poſſible; for God cannot ® 
ſeen by a Corporal Eye, nor can the Being of Conſt! 
ple be evidenc'd by Exclid: So that the Authority for Wer 
God cannot be enervated, becauſe it is not reſolv d ini 
Senſe : For ſuppoſe he did exiſt, and ſtrived to man” 
himſelf to Mankind, he never could expoſe his Efſeno 
to the Eye; ſo that you muſt either ſay ſuch a corpof 
Teſtimony is not neceſſary for a through Conviction, 
his Being, or that his Omnipotency cannot ſuffi1 


manifeſt it; take which you will; that cuts off you'd 
ED ITS + 
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at, and this plunges you into the Abyſs of Abſurdity 
ind Blaſphemy. 8 

Foyrthly, Though Ceſar was the Object of Senſe, this 
ircumſtance cannot pofhbly have any Influence on your 
zelief: This ſtands merely on the Baſis of Authority; 
or if Jask you, why you believe there was ſuch a Man 
is Ceſar? You muſt Anſwer, becauſe Tully and others 
ivd and convers'd with him: If J enquire farther how 
you know they liv'd and convers d with him? You muſt 
eply, becauſe they fay ſo in their Writings : So that 
he ultimate Motive of your Belief, is their Authority, 

partly derivd to you by their Books, partly by the con- 
Fcurring Teſtimony of intervening Ages; and this will 
ppear more palpably, if we ſuppoſe Tully and the reſt of 
thoſe Authors, who tell us they were particularly acquain- 
ted with Ceſar, in Reality never knew him, and ſo im- 
os d on the next Age, which propagated the Cheat by a 


A ontinual Tradition down to our Days: For till in this 
hf po:beſss you would believe there was ſuch a Man as Ge- 


Y. Why? Becauſe you have the ſame Authority, ſo 
that their ſeeing Ceſar, or not ſeeing him, has no Influ- 
nce on your Aſcent, their Word and Credit alone ſways 
your judgment. FS „ 
But, Laæſly, J ſay that God hath been both ſeen and 
heard, as much as a Spirit can poſſibly be of thoſe Senſes, 
and ſo the Authority of a God is not only of a farther 
Extent than that for Ceſar, but it alſo leans on Reaſon, 
and what makes moſt for our preſent Purpoſe, on the 
Evidence and Convittion of Senſe. „ 
Theo. This indeed is a hardy Undertaking, and wor- 
thy of ſuch a Hero; if you bring it to a happy Concluſi- 
on, you will undermine Atheiſm, or at leaſt confound it: 
but I doubt of the Succeſs, and I fear your Enterprize 
vill vaniſh into Miſcarriage. 05 
Euſeb. For all that, Sir, I do not deſpond : Your pro- 
phetick Enthuſiaſm will prove in the End as fallible as 
Jour Reaſons, and you will be as much out of your Prog- 
noſtication, as your Philoſophy. . | 
L will not here inſiſt upon all the Appearances God has 


20 deen pleas'd to make in this World, ſince he created it: 
— i lingle out one, which Infidelity it ſelf muſt believe: 
75 Tis recorded in the Igth Chapter of Exodus, and hap» 
'2 den d three Months after that miraculous Delivery of the 
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Children of frael from the Servitude of the Egyptia 
I do not pretend to impoſe this Book on your Belief | 
the Word of God; you might then perchance accu 
me of your own Faults, and fay I only prove the Th 
by begging the Queſtion in Debate: Take it as a Stoy 
and fling it not among the Fables, till you have prova 
one. ek 
When the Hoſt of Iſrael, ſays Moſes, came into th 
Deſart of Sina, it encampdiin the ſame place, juſt agu. 
the Mountain ; then God commanded Moſes to tell th 
People, that within three Days he would deſcend up 
the Mountain, and talk to the Army: The third Dy 
the Clouds began to gather, Thunder roar'd, Lightning 
flaſh d, and a celeſtial Trumpet ſtruck all the Army vith 
Fear and Amaſement; then God came down in th 
Shape of Fire, and the whole Mountain open'd a Scened 
Terror; the Army trembled, and all the Jews ſunk us 
der the awing Majeſty of their Creator ; they heard his 
; Voice, they ſaw the Flames that environ'd him, thy 
=. were both dazled and frighted with his Glory, and { 
deputed Moſes to know his Will, and to receive his Com- 
mands: He took his Brother Aaron, and Seventy-tw 
others, who all ſaw the God of Iſrael; he trod on a foot 
ſtool compos'd of Sapphyrs like a ſerene Sky. This is in 
ſubſtance the Narration of Moſes, and the Circumfſtan 
ces of this glorious Apparition : It could not be a Trick 
of State to fright the Mobile into Obedience, no ſubte 
Invention contriv'd in a Cloſet, or reſoly'd on at a Coun 
ſel-TIable here was no acting under Board, or out d 
Sight, three Millions of Men were Spectators, and that 
they might not afterwards take it for a Dream, or ſuſped 
it for Illuſion, it continu'd many Days; ſo that they hal 
time for Examen and Criticiſm. 
Now I argue thus: There was, you fay, ſuch a Man 
as Ceſar, and you believe ir, becauſe that Tradition, 
which conveys down to you this Truth, is reſolv'd inte 
| Senſe, which cannot be deceiv'd; but a more univel 
Tradition conveys down to us the Being of a God, 4! 
this may be alſo reſoly'd into Senſe ; therefore the Autho 
rity for a God is greater than that for Ceſar ; therefore 
if upon Authority reſolv'd into Senſe, you believe theq 
was ſuch a Man as Ceſar, upon a more univerſal Auth 
riry reſolv'd alſo into Senſe, you may and ought to beſiebe 
there is a God. Ts 
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Theo. I ſuppoſe, if there be a God, he is neither Smoak 
or Fire; if then thoſe old Gentlemen ſaw Smoak and 
ire only, they could not ſee God; nay, he is neither 
nade of Sapphyrs, nor falls under Shape or Figure. 
Euſeb. What does this Anſwer prove, but that Atheiſts 
Wc their Reaſon to abuſe it? You cry out for Evidence 
Pe Senſe, I ſend you to Moſes for Satisfaction, you read 
Piece of the 19rh Chapter, ſhut the Book, and then 
Writh great Coolneſs tell me, the Iſraelites ſaw not God, 
Wt Fire and Smoak ; and 'tis true; but God was under 
hat Fire and Smoak ; he has no Organs, yet fram'd a 
oice ; and how will you have him manifeſt himſelf to 
Penſe, but by ſomething that lies within the Sphere of 


denſe? Alas, Sir, a Spirit is too thin to entertain our 
yes or Ears, tis remov'd out of their Ken; the one 
0 


aſtens on Colours, and the other on Sound, and both 
ring us Intelligence from Matter: If ſuch Evidence 
mill not ſatisfy you, all I can ſay is, Atheiſts are a ſtub- 
dom Generation, and nothing but Hell- Fire will ren- 
der them ſupple; we may pray for them indeed, but 
annot hope to convert them, | 


But, Sir, thoſe Gentlemen who convers'd with Ceſar, 
chat did they ſee? = 

Theo, What ſhould they ſee but Ceſar. = 
Eyſeb. Was Ceſar a Subſtance, or a Complex of Ac 


adents ? 


ue The. You have left the Pulpit to fit in the Chair of 
7 te dcorner, becauſe you cannot reaſon me into an Im- 

A eertinence, you will try to laugh me into one. Well, 

1 leſar was a Subſtance, as we are, 8 


Euſeb. T ſuppoſe he was neither Colour nor Sound. 
Theo. That is certain. | 3 
Fuſcb. And pray what have you ever ſeen, but Co- 


* bur? Or what have you ever heard, but Sound? By 
- Jour own Confeſſion, therefore, Cæſar has neither been 


"fo ren or heard: So that we are ſtill upon pretty equal 
erms. I do not ſay this Compariſon 725 on all Fur, 


nd : Rota 1 f 

10 dere may be found ſome Diſparity, but it will not inva- 
ate the Retortion: For I find no Difference, but that 

Fore thoſ; : . | ' 

geen e Accidents C:ſzr appear'd under, were natural to 

tho- im, whereas thoſe that inveſted the Divinity were not. 

* beo. Pray ſatisfy a Doubt or two; the Story is ftale, 


UL being toſs'd about three thouſand Years, probably 
6 loſt 


* 


* 
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loſt nothing. Again, this ftrange Paſſage might be foil 
ed into the Text by a crafty Rabbi; and in Lime, why 
Aſſurance have you the Fact is true, 
Euſeb. Firſt, The Story is ancient; true: But then Ant. Mee 
quify and Truth are not I hope incompatible; though Pic 
tures may miſrepreſent by Nearneſs or Diſtance, Hiſt 
has no ſuch nice Point as Proſpective: If it had, Atheif 
would lie under ho favourable Circumftances, it. woull 
have no Play for it ſelf, no, not the Skirmiſh of Atom 
or the World's eternal Duration: For, without Douby 
the Battle between theſe inviſible Legions was fought be 
fore Moſes's Days; and then 'ris pretty clear, Eternity 
of a ſtaler Date than Exodus If therefore the Antiquity Moi 
of the Story ſtartles your Belief, the Relation of th | 
World's Beginning by the fortuitous Coition of Atom 
or its independent Exiſtence from Eternity puzzle 
mine: Tis ridiculous and unreaſonable to except again 
a Fact or Book, merely becauſe they are ancient; fori 
the Exception be receivable, you muſt fling up all Rig 
to your Ceſar, we muſt ſhake Hands with Livy, giving 
up Platarch, and confine our Reading, as well as Credit 
to new Almanacks or Gazettes, 
Again, a Fact that has brav'd Time, that has ſtood tit 
Criticiſm of four thouſand Years, and triumph'd over i 
the Examens of intervening Ages, carries a certain Aird 
Truth that makes Impreſſion on the moſt obdurate Vn 
derſtanding ; whereas upſtart Facts are rather examuind t w. 
by Paſſion than Reaſon, they are maintain d and denyi 
by oppoſite Intereſts; both ſides raiſe a Duſt, and the 
in the Dark tis hard to diſtinguiſh Truth from Falſehoo 
The very Story I mention'd has ſharpened the Pens, an 
exercis'd the Wits of all Ages; all thoſe Pagan Philology" 
phers that entred the Liſts againſt Chriſtianity, firſt firuch 
at the Pentateuch, they aim'd at the Jewiſh Law to wouſl 
that of Feſw Chriſt; but their Attempts were baulkc 
they fell in the Enterprize ; and when they could not dil 
prove the Fact, they blacken'd it, and aſcribed that" 
the Power of Magick, what could only be the Effea® 
the Omnipotent. You have the Liberty to ice! 
thei: Example, you may father this Apparition on; 
Devil, but then what will you gain but Confuſion ? | 1 
if you admit a Devil directly, you grant a God by e 
tion; a Devil and a God are in a Manner Correl ati, 
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To the ſecond ; if this Apparition might be foiſted in 
a crafty Rabbi, by the ſame Reaſon all thoſe Paſſages 

n ancient Authors, where Ceſar is mention'd, might have 

deen foiſted in alſo; ſo that if a bare Poſſibility has Force 

ainſt me, it has as much againſt you : Beſides, 17 we 
onſider the Care the Jews took to avoid ſuch Surprizes, 


0 ve may be morally aſſur'd, no Corruption, no Alterati- 
un could poſſibly be contriv'd : Twelve Copies were ta- 
Wen for the Twelve Tribes, then every Tribe drew as 
any more, as there were particular Synagogues in each 
e ribe, nor was this Task committed to the Care of pri- 


ate Copies, but to Notaries, Scribes, and Overſeers ap- 
pointed by publick Authority; when every Copy was re- 


1 . 5 0 5 35 
e iew'd by the whole Congregation, twas laid up in the 
w reaſury of the Temple, under divers Locks, nor was it 


awful for any without Commiſſion to touch them: Be- 
des, to obviate Falſifications, the Laws of the Land pu- 
ind with preſent Death thoſe who ſhould dare to add 
o diminſh, alter or corrupt the ſacred Text: What can 
ure 2 Book more againſt Corruption, than ſo great a 
ircumſpection, ſo great a Caution? Or can you prove 
hat any profane Hiſtorian was fenced ſo ſtrongly againſt 
be Aſſaults of Time? Or the Miſtakes of Ignorance or 
OR 5 8 
To the third; J have all the Aſſurance the Fact is true, 

the thing is capable of, without a ſpecial Revelation: 
t was not acted in Darkneſs, but in the ſight of three 


n FF illions of Men: This Spectacle mixt with Terror and 
the a jeſty, did not flaſh by, like a Lightning, but continu. 


d many Days; ſo that the People laid not under a 
uprize, but had time to call all things to a cool Exa- 
nen: Again, this Apparition mov d them to receive a 


io clog'd with Ceremonies, and fill'd with Precepts ; 
ound” © may eaſily ſuſpect the Preſence of their Maſter ra- 
alk "er fore d them to accept it, than their Inclination, and 
ta at they ſubmitted to the Voak with Regret, becauſe 
ut ey caſt it off in a Moment. Now what three Millions 
ec 0” and heard, Moſes committed to Writing; then he 
er Had the whole Law to the People, who ſwore to obey 
n From theſe Spectators partly by written Tradition, 
2 Fo partly by Oral, we have receiv'd the Fact ; ſome 


are defended the Truth of the whole Book with their 
bod, and the moſt learned Men of the World with 
1 Se z tdheir 
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their Pens. What greater Proof can, not Reaſon only, 
but Obſtinacy require? Compare the Certainty you haz 
of Ceſar, with the Evidence I have brought for this, alt 
you will find it inferior: Three Millions ſaw God and 
heard him, not half that Number had a Sight of Ceſar, i 
all Probability, and as few ever heard his Voice: Th 
Authority for the one, is at leaſt as great, as that forth 
other: No Man had any Intereſt to deny Ceſar, a thoy 
ſand to deny the Books of Moſes ; that have endeayow: 
ed ro ſuppreſs, and confute them. Emperors have pointe 
the Pagan Arguments with Swords, Racks, and the Fr 
ror of moſt cruel Torments, yet Chriſtians without Nun: 
ber, have rather expos'd their Bodies to the Flames, than 
thoſe Books to the Fury of Executioners, they choſe n. 
ther to loſe their Lives, than deny thoſe Truths they co 
taind : Now muſt not thoſe People be pretty ſure who 
prove Truths with their Blood? Who defend Fatt 
not with a Syllogiſm, but the Torture ? And preſs home 
their Arguments with Suffering? This way of Diſput 
perchance may not agree with your Temper, and (Iv 
lieve) you would rather deliver up your Ceſar, than hay 
for him; but however, you may meaſure the Value oth 
Men put on their Lives, by the Price you rate your ot 
at, and you may conclude, they would never part vil 
them without good Reaſon, and an urgent Neceſſity: I 
fine, we may ſafely preſume, the Fact is true, becauſea 
Antiquity has thought ſo ; and: 'tis Madneſs to oppok 
our Paſſion, or reaſon againſt the Reaſon of the Chriſta 


Theo. You grant ſome have queſtion'd thoſe Book 
and by conſequence the Fact in Controverſy ; but f 
Body has been ſo abandon'd of common Senſe, as to fh 
a Doubt about the Being of Ceſar ; therefore if a Fat 

never queſtion'd be more certain than one that has bet 
controverted, in ſpight of all your Arguments, tis mol 
certain there was ſuch a Man as Cæſar, than that (0 
appear'd to the People of Iſrael. | 

Eujeb. The queſtioning the Fact does not take 0 
from its Certainty ; unleſs the Motives on which it fial 
be found doubtful and weak upon Trial. Is the Poli 
bility of Motion leſs certain, becauſe Zeno deny'd it 
this Principle, Qzid libet eſt vel non ej}, leſs evident,bec®" 
ſome doting thiloſophers ab jur'd it? Are you tempte a 

„ 
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ſay Snow is black, becauſe a Fool affirm d it? No, Sir: 
In ſpight of thoſe ſilly Coxcombs, theſe things ſtand ſtill 
upon their ancient Bottom; and will, till Men pull out 
their Eyes, or turn off their Reaſon. If the Being of 
Ceſar has never been brought to examen; 'tis becauſe 
Mankind has no intereft in him: Whether he was, or was 
not, brings no alteration into the World: Things go on 
after the ſame Method in either Hypotheſis ; and though 
indeed he made ſome Figure eighteen hundred Years 
Jago, he makes none at preſent, but on the Stage: But 
ſhould a Gentleman put in Claim to ſome Eſtate in Ver- 
tue of a Grant from Julius Ceſar, our Lawyers would 
not only plead Preſcription againſt it, but prove by the 
Istatutes even of William the Third, his famous Expediti- 
on into Britanny, was the pure Invention of Necaſants, 
Enemies to the Government ; nay, that the very Perſon is 
Fiction, Impoſture, and Deſign. Tis more certain there 
was ſuch a Man as Ceſar, than that God appear'd to the 
People of Iſrael. : 8 
A Gentleman in ſome di ſorder fetching up a great Sigh : 
Alas, Sir, faid he to Exſcbius ! What do you mean? Why 
nike you Ghoſts from the other World to haunt poor 
Creatures, and have no Power to conjure them down ? 
Muſt our Torment make up your Diverſion? Can't 
you be pleas'd unleſs we are frighted ? Nor at eaſe unleſs 
ve groan upon the Torture? The moſt happy Life de- 
ſerves rather Pity than Envy: And what we can procure 
by a thouſand Cares, is only to render our ſelves leſs mi- 
ſeable? Why then do Divines continually importune us 
with ſtrange Diſcoveries of another World? Why damp 
they our Pleaſure with Stories of Hell? And terrify our 
Imagination with ghaſtly Landskips ofa tormenting Eter- 
nity? Either prove theſe amazing Tenets ſo clearly that 
ve cannot deny them, or promiſe Silence that we may 
not hear them. Your Arguments raiſe Doubts, but can» 
not quell them; they alarm my Fears, but have not the 
tower to diſſipate them. 
Alas! Sir, (reply'd Exſebius) what would the Silence 
ak Divines avail, unleſs you could gag Nature, and 
lence your Conſcience ? Tho? you flie from the Com- 
Merce of Men: Tho? you mew your ſelf up in Rocks and 
ens; the very Stones proclaim his Being: The Winds 
Wiſper it ; and Solitude proteſts you are within God's 
e Domi ⸗ 


not unprovided: But then I maintain their Blindneg 
proves a God; and that Infidelity is a juſt Puniſhment g 
their Crimes. For make a Survey of all thoſe Wits, an 


they proſtituted their Innocence, and ſhew'd they wer 


Enormties they commit. Every Action affronts Natur, 
Cauſe of Nature in Hand, and revenge the Injury on thoſ 


thoſe impure Sardanapaluss as he did the Sodomitts, wit 


uſſque ad maximum: Then to withdraw the Light of hi 


have their Confeſſion of their Conſciences from within, 


the Univerſe, without being able to diſcover any Traces 


392 The Gentleman Inſtructed. 


Dominion. Omnes homines vident Deum; the very Nin 
ſee him; and the Deaf hear him. Ts 
Jis ſtrange (anſwered the Gentleman) that ſo may 
flaſhing Wits in the Court and Town, ſhould over 
look ſo long this Divinity, which ſtands before then, 
Muſt they put out their Eyes to ſee him? Or turn Fogj 
to find him? 5 C a ir 
I doubt not (faid Exſebius) but White-Hall and k 
fington are well ſtock d with Wits. I grant the Town i 


you will find them not only without Grace, but alma 
without Conſcience. So ſoon as their Reaſon bloom 


Men by acting like Devils. As Alexander counted th 
Battles he fought by the Wounds he receiv'd ; ſo theſ 
may calculate up the Moments of their Lives by the 


and cries aloud for Vengeance. If therefore there be u 
Author of Nature, is it not juſt he ſhould take the 


that did it? And what more terrible Revenge can ht 
take, than to ſtrike thoſe blaſphemous Salmonen; 


the Spirit of Blindneſs? Percuſſit eos cæcitate 4 minim 


divine Face from their Eyes; and ſo to permit them to 
walk in Darkneſs and Ignorance ; and then only to 2. 
knowledge their Errors, when they feel the Puniſhment 
of their Crimes? 8 
Now that their Infidelity cannot proceed either fron 
want of Motives, or of Wit, tis pretty evident. Ih 
have the Conſent of Mankind, id eff, of Nature: Ihe 


the Teſtimony of every Creature from without. Thel 
glare ſuch a Light on the moſt ſtupid Underſtanding 
that they cannot reſiſt the Force of the Impreſſion. You! 
Firſt rate Wits of the Court examine (you ſay) all thok 
Arguments; they contemplate the great World, and the 
leſs, they turn up every Stone, ranſack every corner“ 


of a Deity. What can you infer? But that there Fe hs 
| | above, 
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pove, who takes an Inventory of the Actions of the 
Luldren of Men, who puniſhes their Rapines, their Im- 
writies and Blaſphemies here by confounding their Judg- 
ents, who caſt ſuch a Gloom over their Underſtand- 
os, that they can't ſee what Children diſcern ; that they 
rope in Darkneſs, whilſt they walk in Light, and call out 
for Proofs of his Being, whilſt they are ſurrounded, and 
almoſt oppreſs d with Demonſtrations. Ina Word, Sir, 
Jo not conclude there is no God, becauſe the topping Ge- 


iss of the Court do not ſee him; ſay rather there is: 
fone, becauſe they do not ſee what all the World both 
of Mciviliz'd and unciviliz'd, fee and adore ; ſay their Igno- 
of ance is a juſt Puniſhment of their ſcandalous and pro- 


Woking Offences, and that the only way left theſe aban- 
don d Debauchees to come to the Knowledge of a God, is 
o take off the Curſe by flying to Repentance. 

He was going on, but Theomgchas interrupted him; 
tis time (ſaid he) to ſound a Retreat, we have been this 
Morning on hot Service; after ſome Civilities, Euſebius 


u elt the Company, and the next Day took up again the 
Conference, which continu'd ſome Days. tes 
vil DIALOGUE XVI 
re fond Proof drawn from the Exiſtence of the Warld, 
mth 


which by unqueſtionable Authority is ſhown to have been 


O A made. 5 

ment | 5 
ach. Have prov'd the Exiſtence of a God, from the 

from innate Characters of his Being, ſtamp'd on the 

They bearts of Men. I come now to a ſecond Proof, which he 


$ laid before our Eyes, that he might convince our 
thin enſes, as well as our Reaſon, and manifeſt himſelf by 
Thee dis Works to the incredulous, ſeeing he cannot appear in 
Ferſon, We ſee a moſt ſtately Fabrick call'd the World, 
Vouga in Extent, and admirable for Beauty: The Earth is 
ockd with innumerable Beaſts, the Air with Birds, the 
ad ee with Fiſhes, ſome ſeem made merely for Man's 
ner a roft, others for his Pleaſure, and many for Oſtentation, 

25 de irmament glitters with a Thouſand Luminaries, 
a Co ar Bulk vies with their Luſtre, and their Muy wk | 
Ss Sag both; 
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both: The Sun dazles us with his Glory, and over. powen 
our feeble Eyes with an Exceſs of Majeſty ; it's the gran} 
Arbitrator of Time ; it divides Moments into Ages Year 
Months and Days; it regulates Seaſons, preſcribes bouni 
to Winter, and limits to Summer, and by its Acceſs an, 
Receſs makes em. The Moon with her bright Legions 
Stars, that ſpangle the Firmaments, gilds Darkneſs, any 
ſilvers over thoſe Shades of Horror, and fo turns Night 
it ſelf into a Theatre of Pleaſure: But what raiſes m 
Amazement is, that this gigantick Machine is comps 
of almoſt infinite Parts; yet all are ſo artificially cy 
triv'd, that one fits exactly the other; nay, they are ei 
dow'd with contrary Inclinations, they are always at u. 
riance, they draw into the Field one againſt the othe, 
yet thoſe particular Fewds hinder not an univerſal Pex 
nor thoſe private Diſcords a general Harmony. Non 
Sir, I ask you from whence this glorious Peace of Arch 
tecture came? Who laid the Foundations of the Earth? 
Who rais'd the towring Mountains? And hung thoſe vil 
reſplendent Bodies of the Sun, Moon and Stars in thoſe 
liquid Regions above? Who azur'd the Firmament. 
Who enamel'd the Meadows with a thouſand different 
Flowers, that embalm the Air, raviſh the Sky, and pez! 
fume the Smells?! „„ 5 
Theo. Indeed the World is a lovely Fabrick, and te the 
1 Contrivance ſeems admirable, ſo that ſome have father 
1 the Work upon an infinite Wiſdom : I confeſs this Opr 


nom —2— — — 5 


11 nion is more plauſible than true; it goes down with tit 
0 L unthinking Vulgar, yet Men who hate to take things v7 Wo: 

on truſt, who ſtick not on outward Appearances, WM | 
| follow Effects up to their Origin, are of a different "iſt 


timent. 


14 | | 
+ 212 KDE 1 

1 Some ſay it cans'd it ſelf; but, methinks, this is kes 
Piece of the rudeſt Nonſenſe that ever was invented, if b 
makes a thing act before it was; and gives a Being be 


fore it had any: Nay, it ſuppoſes a thing to be, and vin 

[ to be, the ſame Inſtant ; and ſo allows of a Contradir 
on, which is to out. ſhoot Abſurdity it ſelf, | 

Others are inclin'l to Epicurus's and Democritus's Y 

ſtem; theſe ſay the Matter is Eternal, which having "iſ 

infinite Space to ſupport in, began to ſcower about, i 

after a Thouſand Encounters by a moſt happy Caſual! 

chop'd upon this regular Frame: Indeed a Man mull f 
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of a very credulous Complexion, that can ſwallow this 
Folly ; tis to loſe time to enter upon a Confutation : 
Mcthinks, ſomerimes we might ſee Books compos'd by 


Chance, as well as this great Folio of the World; and 
| WM7ictures alſo may ſtart up by ſprinkling the Colours at 
« andom. 5 | 

U ; Others, in fine, maintain the World is Eternal, 2 ſe, 
it Without any other Cauſe but its own Nature; tis a ne- 
mn WM ceffary Being, and independent: and as it had no Begin- 
ning, ſo it can never have an End: "Tis in vain to run 


after a Cauſe diſtin from its own Nature, it is its own 
Architect and Work, the one is the ſame with the other. 
To theſe Philoſophers I give my Approbation, this is 
Iny Sentiment; you have Liberty to bring your Excep- 
tions againſt it. ed 5 
Euſeb. 1 fay the World was made in Time, an infinite 


W 

li- beine drew it out of the State of pure Poſſibility, and 
1 placd it in that of Actuality: His Power ftretch'd out 
che Heavens, and ſpread a Canopy of Azure, embroi- 
oe WWdered with Stars, over the Earth: Wiſdom contriv'd the 


Parts, and with a ſtupendio':s Artifice put them together: 

His Goodneſs prompted him to communicate himfelf to 
2 Multitude of Creatures: His Prudence mark'd out the 
Employment of every Part of the Creation; it aſſign'd 
them their Work, and appointed them their Stations. 
duppoſing there was a God, this Account would be very 
reaſonable, for this great Work would not exceed the 

Kill of the Workman. Infinite in Wiſdom, Power, and 
Goodneſs, _ %% ES 90 
Now the preſent Controverſy can be decided only by 
two Ways; either by Authority or Reaſon. If therefore 
Authority ſtands by me, and not at all for you; if ſolid 
Reaſon takes my Side, and wholly abandons yours ; and 


d, ui beſides you are not only deſerted by Reaſon, but preſs'd 
g be by thoſe very Difficulties, or greater you oppugn me 
dna eich, 1 hope you will be ſo juſt to Reaſon and your ſelf, 


s to come over to Truth, and to confeſs and adore that 
od you now deny. Let me therefore ask you, is your 


on Opinion back'd with Authority? 

16 18 Theo. I confeſs the Authority is not full nor cogent, 
, 200 et all Ages have furniſh'd Men, who ſtood up for the 
vB World's Eternity: Neither indeed ought we to put the 


ue of the Cauſe upon Authority, in ſuch an endleſs 
1 Series 
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Series of Ages, many unforeſeen and unavoidable Acc 
dents may eaſily have interrupted the Courſe of Tradit; 
on, as Plagues and Inundations, which, without doubt, 
| have more than once almoſt depeopled the World, and 
turn'd it into a Solitude: Beſides, want of Tradition for 
the World's Eternity rather proves it was Eternal than 
not: For if the World was always peopled, there could 
be no common Spring from whence the Tradition ſhoull 
firſt riſe, and then ſpread over the Univerſe. 

Euſeb. I grant the World's Eternity may have found 
Abetters in moſt Ages, but their Authority is inſuffici 
ent; there were a certain kind of Fanatick Philoſophen, 
like our Atheiſts, who liv'd on Fancy, and opend by 
Imagination; they examin'd Facts by Caprice, and foun 
ded their Tenets on mere Conjectures, but yet their Opi- 
nion favours not yours. For though Ariſtotle was a great 
ſtickler for the World's Eternity, and, as he confeſſes, the 
firſt of all Philoſophers that broach'd the Whim ; yet he 
acknowledges it was made by God, and flowed from his 
Power, as Light from the Sun; yet this Hypotheſis ſeem 
ſo oppoſite to the receiv'd Opinion of all Greece, that an 
Action of Blaſphemy was brought in againſt him, Coninh, 
J. 8. Phyſic. c. 2. Quod unum Deum docuiſſet contra Pitri 
ritus de Idolis & multitudine Deorum, & quod Mundun 
ſempiternum enunciaſſet, quem initio Tempors condium 
tota Grecia putabat And the Epicureans who held the 
Matter Eternal, thought it far more confonant to Reaſon, 
to leave the rare Contrivance and Diſpoſition of the 
World to Chance, which finiſh'd and put the laſt Hand 
to this admirable Architecture in Time, than to aſcribe 
its Origin to any inherent Independency, 


2 © — — „ A wh mk 


ey 


Si nulla fuit Genitalis Origo 
Terrarum & Cæli, ſemperq; æterna fuere, 
Gur ſupra bellum T hebanum & funera Trojæ 
Non alias alii quoq; res cecinere Poet. 


Thus an Epicurean Poet; 


and I think I may defy you to produce one ancient Flv 
loſopher, one Man of Senſe that ever durſt take upon him 
the Defence of your Theſis; and yet we ſcarce find any 
other Abſurdity without an Advocate, but to clap Inde 


pendency ona Being, whoſe Perfe&jons are contin d ſe. 
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too monſtrous an Enterprize to wiſe Men, ſo contrary 
to the firſt Principles of Reaſon, that they durſt not un- 
Jertake it. You do therefore well to put your Cauſe 
upon Reaſon, for you muſt loſe it, if you ſtand to the 
Verdict of Tradition Indeed, as you fay, if the World 
had been Eternal, the Memory of its Eternity might 
have been buried in ſuch an endleſs Series of Revoluti- 
Jons and Succeſſors; but what does this prove? Only 
what might have happen'd, not what really is to come 
to pals. | M - 
What you ſay is true, viz. that if the World was al- 
ways peopled, there could not poſſibly be any common 
W Spring from whence the Tradition ſhould firſt riſe, and 
| * no Tradition for the World's Eternity can be 
expected; this, I ſay, though ſuppos d true, can avail 
you nothing againſt a poſitive Tradition that the World 
was made and had a Beginning. 179 N 


he Theo. And how do you make it out? Fes 
his Euſeb. As paſt Matters of Fact are made out, viz. by 
n Hiſtory : And in the firſt Place Ariſfotle quoted above, 
does acknowledge that the moſt ancient Writers held the 


World was made, and thar Tradition did confirm Peo- 
ple in the Perſuaſion, that God made all things: The 
Scythians and Eg yptians were of this Opinion, the Indians 
nnd Phenicians con-urr'd with them, to ſay nothing of 
the Grecians who look'd upon the contrary Opinion as In- 
novation, nay, and a kind of Hereſy or Blaſphemy. 
And it we take a turn into America, if we enter the 
Foreſts and Wilderneſſes of this vaſt Region, we ſhall 
-ribe Wind the Per»wians and other Barbarians of this Sentiment; 
indeed ſome had very extravagant Notions of the Crea. 
tion, but what can be expected from Men half turn'd 
brats, but Extravagance ; yet they concurr'd with us in 
this, that God fram d and modelled the World. 
Secondly, The firſt "Hiſtorian, and as Authenick as 
eier writ, gives a long Account of the World's Begin- 
Poet, ng in Geneſis. 1 do not intend to put this Book upon 
you as divinely Inſpir'd, give it but the Credit of a Hi- 
t Phi- %; this 1 only ask, and this you cannot refuſe with 
1 hin lice, ſeeing he has been eſteem'd by the Fews and 
d biens, not only as a Divine Hiſtorian and Legiſlator, 
Inde: bot allo as a Prophet, 8 
ſeem 


Now 
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Now ſuppoſing the World was created, tis natur 
to think the firſt Man would leave his Children, and 
thoſe to their Poſterity a Tradition of ſo remarkable: 
Tranſaction; nor could this Conveyance be hard, eſpe. 
cially when in the World's N 5 three Men alone 
Methuſalem, Shem, and Iſaac, could carry on a Tradition 
from the World's Creation almoſt to the /ſraelites deſcent 
into Egypt. | on 

Again, ſuppoſing ſuch a Tradition; it might be exped. 
ed the firſt Writers ſhould put it on Record. Now, thi 
has hapned ; Moſes the firſt Hiſtoriographer has deſcend. 
ed to Particulars; and as his Narration is reaſonable, f 
withal it carries a certain Simplicity that perſuades. Bt 
roſas, Orpheus, Homer, and Triſmegiſius follow'd Moſes inf 
Age, as alſo in the Delivery of the World's Beginning: 
What they receiv d from their Predeceſſors, they handel 
down to their Sueceſſors, and by this Means the Opinion 
that the World had a Beginning carries all before it: 
The whole Body of Chriſtians believe it, the Mabme- 

tans and Fews, though they vary from us in other Points 
agree with us in this; and all Nations whoever acknow- 
ledg'd a God, own he was the Contriver of this great 
Maſter-piece of Power and Wiſdom. wil 

| Now to go againſt the Tide of Tradition, fo Ancient, 
ſo Univerſal, and withal ſo Rational, upon no other 
Ground but mere Conjectures, or bare Poffibilities, b 

Raſhneſs to Exceſs, and the very Heighth of Polly ; 'tist0 
prefer the Reaſon of one Man before that of all Mats 
kind, to brand his whole Species with the Infamy of 1 
fond Credulity, and to paſs Judgment upon them, tht 
they are throughly qualified for Bedlam. _ | 

But again, if fo full a Report will not ſatisfy yo 

you muſt pen up your Knowledge in a narrow Patt 0 
the World, you muſt forſwear not, only all Acquaintance 
with paſt Actions, but even with remote; and what 18 
worſe, you muſt fall below that Station a Creature ei 
dued with Reaſon ought to keep: For when Reaidl 
gives me as great a Satisfaction about the Being, or 10! 
Being of a Fact, as Reaſon requires, tis Imprudence d 
doubt: And a Man muſt take Pleaſure to fret and di 
obige his Underſtanding, that will not acquieſce to ſycl 
an Evidence. Now our preſent Controverſy 157 P. 
Matter of Fact: We have put it upon Witneſſes * 


. WW, We ws 


The Gentleman Inſirufed. 399 


quity ſtands for me; and all Nations agree in the Main, 
though they vary in ſome Circumſtances. To theſe con- 
current Teſtimonies you oppoſe naked Surmiſes, or pure 
Poflibilities 3 or elſe you ſubpena a Brace or two of 
Atheiſts, or a Pack of African and American Brutes, who 
xe ſcarce able to underſtand the very State of the Que- 
tion, and Know as little of paſt Tranſactions as of thoſe 
that are to come. I now appeal to your own Judgment, 
hether a full Tradition be not as good a Conviction, 
that the World had a Beginning, as the Nature of a thing 
paſt requires? And whether your Counter-Witnefles, 
Who depoſe on Conjecture, would byaſs an upright 
Wudge in any Court of Judicature, againſt a Cloud of o- 
hers Superior both in Wiſdom and Probity. | 
Beſides, I add another Circumſtance very Material, 
ind which deſerves a little Reflection. If the World 
ad been made in Time, by the Power and Wifdom of 
od, we could not expe& a more full Tradition of its 
geginning, than we have: Therefore on this very Ac- 
ount we have all the Reaſon to preſume it had a Begin- 
ing. I prove it thus; Fir, It cannot be imagin'd, but 
ome would ſtand vp againſt it. Mens Judements are 
s various as their Faces, and their Underſtandings ſeem 
o leſs bizar than their Humours. Some deny things, 
ſecauſe every one believes them. They love Singularity 
n Opinions, as well as in Modes, and will no more en- 
urea Rival in thinking, than in their Amours. Others 
e of a martial Complexion, they love to ſend their 
rain upon Expeditions, and are temerarious enough to 
tack Demonſtration. They follow Truth as Confta- 
ls do Malefactors, to arreſt it, and rail againſt it, as 
e young Athenian did againſt Alcibiades, becauſe every 
de applauded him; they idolize Wit, but are ignorant 
lis Definition, and fo, like Pray-men, place it in claſh- 
lg and contradicting. Others ſteer their Judgments by 
de Compaſs of Intereſt: One would think their Under- 
ings had truck d Natures with the Will, and that it 
al remov'd its Lodgings from the Head to the Heart. 
ever flatters theſe Mens Vanity, or pampers their 
 attons, is always true; but if it frowns upon their 
uns, or checks their Liberty, it muſt be falfe. Hence 
zomes that thoſe Truths that even flaſh Conviction, 
*Cptivate Reaſon, the very Moment they are 1 
00 


400. _ The Gentleman Inſtrutted. 


ſtood, oftentimes find Oppoſition, and are ſtigmatiz} 
with Fallacy, becauſe too clear to be prov d. One wodli 
think, T hat the Part is leſs, than the Whole, is pretty plain 
and that a Man muſt have a ſlender Portion of Wit, ng 
to conceive it; yet a late Mathematician call'd it in Qu 
ſtion, degraded it from the Quality of a Principle, aul 
threw it amongſt the Fry of vulgar Errors. Iis impdh 
ble to frame a Propoſition more clear than this, I's in 
e fame ſhould both be, and not be at the ſame tim, 
et if we believe Ariſtotle, ſome Philoſophers deny it: 
And that no Folly might want a Patron, as I have fail 
already, Zeno would not admit Motion. Now if Men dif 
believe firſt Principles, if they reje& Truth when it ax 
pears in diſhabile, and overlook it, when it ſtands before 
them; what Wonder they don't ſee it at a Diſtance, 
when it appears by Proxy, and is conveyed only to u 
by Tradition? If we will not credit our own Eyes, we 
may very well ſlight Authority, for certainly they are able 
to give a more exact Account of Things, than Traditi 
on: They diſcover Truth in Perſon ; we receive not 
their Intelligence at ſecond Hand, but ſee Object in 
their proper Colours, without Mask or Varniſh. Thowl 
therefore the World was made, we could not expet 
(without a Miracle) a more univerſal Tradition, that 

we have of its Beginning. 
| Secondly, Nor ought the fabulous Opinions about the 
Creation to prejudice the Truth of the Eat; for ſuppoſing 
it true, thoſe would have ſprung neceſſarily from the grol 
Ignorance of Barbarians ; when a Story has paſt throug! 
two or three Hands, how unlike is it to the Original! 
Eyery one ſhapes it to his own Inclination : Some Cit 
cumſtances are loſt, others added; and nothing remain 
but the Eſſential : If a Truth be diſguiſed in a Day; " 
muſt not wonder it ſuffers Alteration in the Space of 
thouſand Years, eſpecially among thoſe Nations who # 
ignorant of Letters, who are bred in Ignorance, a0 
live in Brutality, who know no more of time paſt, ti 
of foreign Countries, and take as little Pains to c 
vate their Underſtanding, as their Soil. 
Theo. But by your leave I could ſingle you out fo 
Traditions of a very ancient Date, and of far leſs C 
ſequence, than the World's Creation, that paſs. Cue 
without Oppoſition : For Example, who ever * 
1 
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there were ſuch Men as Alexander or Ca ſar? Now if the 
World had a Beginning, why ſhould not the Memory of 
ſo wonderful 2 Fact remain as Univerſal as that of Ceſar 
or Alexander * | 5 
Esaſeb. Firſt, If we went to polling, I believe thoſe 
who tand for the World's Creation would carry it, for 
this is acknowledged by a hundred Nations that never 
heard of thoſe two Princes. OE 
Secondiy, If none have endeavoured to out-face the 
World, that there never were ſuch Men, 'tis becauſe the 
Conteſt was too inſignificant ; and beſides, which way 
ſhould a Man ſet upon the Enterprize ? He could expect 
o Relief from Reaſon. For alas! All the reaſon in the 
orld can never ſhew they were, or were not: He 
ould therefore only have Recourſe to Tradition, and 
where could he find any Pretence to ſet on foot ſo much 
an innuendo they never were? Unleſs he could hit up- 


me 
en an expedient to ſeize all the Records, that mention 
liti- Whoſe Emperors, and then condemn them to the Fire: 


ut it was the Intereſt of all Atheiſts to deny the Woild 
ver had a Beginning. Nay, twas abſolutely impoſſible 


her them to admit Creation, and reject a Creator; and 
pen den that Principle, ex nibilo nibil fir, was a great Sup- 


ort, not only to Atheiſts, but Philoſophers ; and no 
loubt, if that Principle be true, the Matter at leaſt may 
e Eternal. Here you ſee that Intereſt might move ſome, 
nd apparent Reaſon others, to ſtand for the World's 


oroFEcrnity, but neither could invite a Man to queſtion 
tou ither Alexander or Ceſar. ne 

im o ſum up therefore the Force of my Argument in 
ein: Ifay, our Controverſy muſt be tried either by 


nan eltimony or Reaſon, the firſt is the proper Court for 
Mnouncing upon ancient Facts, and the moſt uncorrupt 
ndunal, I have prov'd that the Torrent of Tradition 
Us for me, that the moſt ancient Writers, as well as 
c, Aue moſt recent; the moſt learn'd, as well as the moſt 


„ cog”; the moſt polith'd Nations, with the moſt incult, 
cu nels for me. Whereas none but a Pack of Atheiſts, 


i ſome wild Barbarians, or at moſt a B:ace of whimſi- 


it ſont 1 Philoſophers, famous for Nothing but Singularity, 
appear in your Defence. If ſuch an Evidence be 
une luticient to prove a Fact, pray tell me what is? If 
deni require more, I muſt conclude you are unreafonable 


che 24: becauſe 
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becauſe you call for a greater Conviction than the dub. 
Jet will bear, or can be expected without Miracle; and 
I ſuppoſe Miracles would as little befriend your Cauſe y 
Tradition. | 


eee 
DIALOGUE XVII. 
The Atheiſt ſuppoſing the World's Eternity, ſuppoſes an infait 


Series of Generations poſſible ; now it being ten times nun 
probable, that ſuch a Series is impoſſible, he 
of the higheſt Imprudence to venture his Soul 
Uncertainty. 1 


* 


THE World (you ſay) was Poſſible ab eterno 4 {: 
E Therefore it was ab æterno 4 ſe. I affirm it www 
Poſſible ab eterno a ſe : Therefore it was not ab æterno d |, 
Our Politions are contradictory ; and ſo are our Proof: 
For you barely aſſert and prove Nothing: And I uil 
prove by Reaſon what I aſſert. 

Theo. Before you proceed, let me deſire you not tv 
meddle with [nfinitum. Though you raiſe a hundred Bat 
reries againſt infinite Succeſhons, you'll only go off with 
Labour and Diſappointment. Your Philoſophers have 
undertaken my Defence on that Side, and I know not 
| how youll ſtorm their Reaſons, or level their Authority. 
| Yet till this be done, there's no coming at me. There 
fore I counſel you not to raiſe your Battery on that Side. 
EFEuſeb. J confeſs the Pride of ſome Philoſophers and 

the litigious Humours of others, have been kind to Athe 
iſts: For in Reality, Philoſophy is no more a Science 
but an Art of Jugling. Philoſophers queſt more after 
new Opinions than Truth: And he is the Man, (nv 
that ſearches into the Bowels of Nature) but that dreſſe 
and tricks up Notions in the beſt Poſture of Defence # 
gainſt Oppoſers ; and if he can handſomely embroil a Que 
ſtion, or dares offer Words for a ſolid Anſwer, or in 
peach Truth of Sophiſtry, he deſerves to be pointed at: 
Digits monſtrari & dicitur hic eſt. Thus ſome have aflert 
ed the Poſſibility of an Infinity a&u, in ſpight of receivd 
Principles that oppoſe it. They ſhroud the Weaknels® 
their Reaſons under the Cbſcurity of 1he Thale; my 

1 g 
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ſolve Difficulties by farting greater. You lay hold on 
their Vanity to ſupport your Hypotheſis, and think you 
have made it clear beyond Debate, by telling us Philoſo- 
phers hold the Eternity of the World poſſible: But under 
Favour, tho their Authority may ſtave off ſome Argu- 
ments from you, it cannot others: For though they hold 
God could create the World ab «terno, they deny it 
could be 2 ſe. If therefore in one Caſe you defer ſome- 
| thing to their Authority, be ſo juſt as to reverence it in 
the other: Beſides, your vaſt Pretenders to Wit will not 
be fobh d off with Authority. This is the Refuge of Weak- 
neſs; the Sanctuary of thoſe, whoſe good Humour muſt 
compound for the Shallowneſs of their Brain. You are 
for Reaſon, for naked Demonſtration, without Fard or 
Ficus For Evidence, that admits of no Reply nor Re- 
| jainder 3 therefore ſtand to your Principles before you 
ſtrike in with theſe mighty Upholders of Infinitum. Bring 
their Reaſons to the Touchſtone: Examine whether they 
are Sterling, or Adulterate. I will only propoſe one or 
two Difficulties, which I confeſs put me to the Plunge, 
The World you ſay is Eternal? | . 
1 2 

Euſeb. Therefore it was impoſſible for you ever to have 
been Born. „„ i, | 
Theo. I deny the Inference. pos 
Euſeb. L prove it. You could not poſlibly be Born 
til an infinite Number of Generations was paſt : But 
tis impoſſible for an infinite Number of Generations to 
pal therefore twas impoſſible for you ever to have been 

orn, | - FD 
Theo. Tis impoſſible for an infinite Number of Gene- 
nations to paſs in an infinite Space of Time; I deny your 
Minor In a finite Space of Time, I grant your Minor, 
und deny the Conſequence. . I ON 
Eyſeb. J ſubſume, but tis impoſſible for an infinite 
Mace of Time ever to paſs: For ik it can paſs, it has an 
End, and by conſequence we find an infinite with an 
nd; and certainly this conſequence becomes not a Man, 
Who avoids the Belief of a Deity, becauſe Infinity is an 
meonceiveable Thing. I know not how you loak. upon 
my Argument: But methinks any Man but an Atheiſt 
Would ſtart at it. 5 "I" 


Day na. 
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Again, if by Deſcent we may paſs by an infinite G 
ries of Generations; why not by Aſcent ; methinks'tis 
no farther from the Bottom of a Pair of Stairs 'to the 
Top; than from the Top to the Bottom: And I always 
thought the way from London to Windfor, was the ſame 
with that from Windſor to London Now in Aſcending 
from you to your Father, from him to your Grandfather 
Cc. we march in the ſame Road; we call in at the fame 
Gentlemen. If therefore by Deſcent we come to an end 
of our Journey, why not by Aſcent ? 

Thes. The Reaſon is evident: For by Aſcending you 
come to an end of Generations; and ſtop at the fir 
Man: Then the Succeſſion of Generations has not been 
Infinite. Eo 42 

Euſeb. Right: But then it inevitably follows, ther 

has not been an infinite Series of Generations: Because 
you put an end to them, they are at a full ſtop in you 
Perfon. „ . 
© Theo. There is a great Diſparity between the two 
Cafes. Becauſe when you mount up from Son to Fi 
ther, from Father to Grandfather, Cc. the Time is al 
ways Finite. Now what wonder that an Infinity of Ge. 
nerations can't be trac'd up to their Origin in a finite 
Space? But when you deſcend to me, there has paſs an 
infinite Space of Time: And fo one Infinity correſponds 

to the other. _ £7 25 

Euſeb. No doubt, you have plain'd the Difficulty be 
yond Diſpute by your quaint Diſparity, But I would ; 

know why a Man by Aſcending cannot ſtep from Time g 

to Eternity, as well as by Deſcending from Eternity in 

to Time? And then, how can an infinite Time paſs? 
Theo. Theſe Infinities and Eternities are puzzling Sub- 
jects, they out-ſtretch the Abilities of our Underſtand: 
ings, and your Argument preſſes thoſe Philoſophers who 
maintain God could create the World ab eterno. 
Evyſcb. Infinities and Eternities are puzzling Subject 
indeed; but then I wonder an Atheiſt's Reaſon ſhoull 

tumble at the Notion of an infinite Being, and leap 0 

nimbly over apparent Contradictions. I do not inlik 

upon my Proof as a Demonſtration that there is a firk 

Principle, or that the World was not à ſe. Perchancs 

in a puzzling Subject our Underſlanding may be No! 

Flus' d; but at leaſt it demonſtrates, that the whole Bod 


(l 
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If Atheiſts is unreaſonable to Folly and Madneſs; for 
they rejet God on Account of his Infinity, and ſome ' 
other Attributes _ (they ſay) are inconceivable. In 
the mean time, they are conftrain'd to admit an Infinite 
and Eternal Series of Generations, a thing that not only 
Surpaſſes our Conception, but in Appearance falls foul 
on the moſt evident and receiv'd Maxims of Reaſon. If 
we muſt place Infinity and Eternity ſomewhere, I appeal 
to Reaſon, whether it be not more agreeable to its Di- 
gates, to attribute thoſe Perfections to a Being, in 
whoſe Notion they neceſſarily enter, and imply no other 
Difficulty, but what follows a finite Underſtanding, when 
it roves in Infinity, and loſes it ſelf in Eternity ; than 
Ito this World, which in its moſt eſſential Notion, in- 
volres no Idea of Eternity: Nay, it cannot be apply'd 
to it, without violating either directly or by Illation, 
the very Principles of Diſcourſe. Whence .I conclude 
ſome more unworthy Principle than Reafon induces A- 
theiſts to queſtion the Exiſtence of a God, becauſe his 


0 noſt inconceivable Attributes return to their own Hypo- 

Fa theks with more Violence. 3% gs b 

al Theſe Philoſophers Caſe, who think God might. have 

C. rated the World ab eterno, is quite different from 

14 yours ; tho' their Opinion be falſe, their Faith is true: 


do that at worſt they riſque nothing but their Labour; 
but you put all your Hopes on a weak Bottom : If my 
\rouments be true, your Soul is loſt ; and you will de- 


* plore your ſucceſſive Eternity, 4 parte ante, which has an 
bad for a whole Eternity, à parte poſt, which will have 
Iine one. Lord! How would an Atheiſt crow? How would 
(be e chirp ? IF he could but anvil out a Proof fo appa- 
8 , ently concluſive for the World's Eternity, as mine is- 
00 . inſt it? We ſhould ſee the Bookſeller's Stalls in Paul's 
1 urch Tard hung with new Demonſtrations apainſt the 


Exiſtence of a God ; as they were ſome Years ago with 
Vemonſtrations againſt a Trinity. We ſhould ſee Copies 
1 every Ciffee-Houſe, and the Beans buſy in conning it 
ver, to make themſelves Maſters of it: But becauſe 
he Proof does not hit with their Inclination, it muſt not 
"ork upon their Underſtanding, It falls as heavy upon 
E Philoſophers (you ſay) as upon you; what then? 
: in Company change the Nature of Things? If they 
e in the Wrong, are you in the Right? Would you 

93 - engage 


406 The Gentleman Inflrufed. 


engage your Eſtate or Life that my Argument is mere 
Paralogiſm ? 1 believe you would take ſome time for 
Conſideration before you venture upon the Bet. Why 
then do you ſtake your Soul? For if an eternal Succef. 
ſion of Generations be impoſſible, the World was made 


in Time. If it was made, there is a God; and if there 


be one, what can an Atheiſt expect from a ſlighted Dei. 
ty, but a juſt Chaſtiſement for his Infidelity ? The Con. 
ſequence is of Importance, and deſerves ſome ſeriom 
| Thoughts. 


FFF 
„„ e 
The third Proof. The Characters of Wiſdom viſible in th 


Frame and Conſtitution of the World, demonſtrate it is tk 
Nord of a wiſe Agent. „ 


| 1 Have already prov'd a God by the bare Exiſtence df 
the World: I confirm the ſame Theſis by the excellent 
Contrivance of it; which indeed is both amazing anl 
raviſhing : It can neither be expreſſed by Tongue, not 
drawn out by Pencil. Tis above Art, and out of the 
Reach of Reaſon. The moſt ſearching Genius that ever 
was, has not been able to diſcover one Blot in the law 


Volume of the World: There are no Errata's. Nothing 


ſtept in as a rude Eſſay of Skill, and afterwards under 
went the File or Hammer, but all Things continue a 
they were from the Beginning of the Creation. 
From this Order and Regularity Tally infers, that tit 
World was the Product of a wiſe Agent; and brand 
thoſe with Folly, who dare deny a Concluſion ſo cle; 
ſo evident: E ſe preſtantem aliquam æternamque naturin 
eamque ſuſpiciendam adorandamque pulchritudo mundi, 0 
doque rerum cœleſtium cogit confiteri + The Beauty of ll 
World, and exact Order of the Heavens demonſtrate the 
Exiſtence 7 a noble and eternal Being, to whom Men 
Eſteem and Aloration; nay, he ſticks not to affirm, that 


the Contemplation of the Oe:onomy, Harmony, and Or 
der of the heavenly Bodies, put the Matter in a Liglt, 
that leaves no room for Diſpute. Quid pateſt eſſe iin 
aher tumtamgue Perſpicuum, cum celum ſuſpicimus cali 

59 
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gue contemplati ſumus, quam aliquod eſſe numen præſtan- 
ſiſime mentis, quo hec regantur? What can be imagin'd 
more clear, than that there is a moſt wiſe Being, who 
directs and governs the Heavens? 

Now that a Vein of Wiſdom runs through every part 
of the World, is moſt evident; for it ſuppoſes two 
Things, a Deſign and Means proportion'd to acquire it : 
And were thoſe two are found, Wiſdom muſt be ad- 
mitted. We have Eyes to ſee, and there are Colours 
capable of being ſeen. We have Organs fitted up for 
Smell, Taſte, and Feeling, and there are Objects able to 
oratify them. Colours, Smells, &c. would be uſeleſs, were 
there no Senſes to receive them; and Senſes inſignificant, 
if there was nothing in Nature to play upon them. This 
reciprocal Relation argues a Deſign, and a choice of 
Means; and who denies it to be the Contrivance of 
Wiſdom, is ſlenderly provided with this Vertu. 
| The Sun, which is call'd the Father of Nature, as the 
Earth is term'd the Mother, moves about us in ſo juſt 
2 Diſtance, that nothing could place it ſo conveniently 
but his Wiſdom who affign'd its Task. Were it more 
remote, the Earth would congeal ; did it approach, we 
ſhould be parch'd with Heat, and fall into Aſhes : But 


the WW now we enjoy the Benefit of its Light; and the Earth 
ever the Effects of its enlivening Influence; it impregnates 
arge Wl the Womb of Nature with its Rays, and attacks Vapours 
hins to pour them down in Dews and Showers, that refreſh 
ler the Fields, enliven Flowers, and bring with them Plen- 
e ty and Abundance ; and at the ſame time returns thoſe 

| Waters to the Rivers and Sea, of whom it borrow'd 
t the mem; and ſo (as it were) exerciſes at once, an Act of 
and Liberality and Juſtice. „ | 
leu, But then all thoſe delicious Fruits that charm the Eye, 
nend pleaſe the Palate, would rather be admirable than 
5, . uſeful, did they not turn into the Subſtance of Animals ; 
Fend thoſe (like Tantalus) would periſh of Hunger in the 
e th Arms of Plenty, had they no Inſtinct to feed on them, 
n n But again, had every Creature an Inclination to the 


„ that fame Food, one would ſtarve the other: Nature would 
e at a Nonplus for Proviſion, her Granaries would be 

Light, BY thauſted, her Stock drain'd, and then Mortality would 
fe 140 follow: But now ſhe keeps open Table for all her Chil- 
Wen, the maintains them at her own Expences; And tho 


Fla Dd 4 | they 
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they neither Reap or Sow, they are rather overwhelm} 
with Plenty, than preſs d with Neceſſity: Beſides, hai 
not the Male an Inclination for the Female, the Specie 
would be at an End: And this Inclination would ng 
continue them, unleſs Propagation were made by it, H 
the Female no Tendernefs for her Young, they coul 
not hold out a Day ; yet did not her Teats ſwell with 
Milk, her Tenderneſs could not preſerve them; but theſ 
poor Creatures forſaken by their Dam would be expo 
to Inſult, were they deſtitute of Swiftneſs, Craft, Coy 
rage, or Arms to defend themſelves, or annoy the Ap 
greſlors. Nature has provided againſt this Inconven; 
ence : Flight faves ſome, Wiles others, and many diſput 
their Lives; and when they are over-power'd, they {. 
dom fall without Revenge. They handle their Weapon 
with Art, and fence by Rule and Method. The Por 
pines, like the Parthizns, fight at a Diſtance ; they ſhoot 
without Bows, or Arquebuſe; and hit the Mark without 
aim. The Hedge-Hog, at the Approach of Danger, mar 
ſhals it ſelf into Sphere; it caſts up a Retrenchment; ei. 
ects the Enemy behind a Paliſade, and ſupplies with 
Policy, the Weaknefs of its Forces. The Bull faces his 
Adverſary. The Horſe wheels off, and uſes his Heels 
either to fly, or to wound. If you intended to continie 
Creatures, could you invent more fit, more apt Means? 
Were you Commiſlary-General, could you lay up better 
Proviſions? Are you able to place their Weapons more 
advantageouſly for their Defence? Or teach them to mx 
nage them with greater Dexterxy ? There are more legi 
ble Characters of Wiſdom and Foreſight in the Repub- 
lick of Beaſts, than in thoſe of Lycurgzs, Solon, Plat, 
and Ariſtotle ; for theſe intended a perfect Common 
wealth, they errd moſt ſhamefully in the Means, and 
enacted Laws more ſuitable to Goats than Men. But * 
mong irrational Creatures, as theſe Laws are inviolable, 
ſo they are proportioned to their Natures and Welfare. 
They neither err by Exceſs nor Defect, one more Rule 
would ſubvert Oeconomy, as well as one leſs ; nothing 
can be added, nothing ſubſtracted. 3 ; 
I ſhall not enter upon the Fabrick of their Bodies 
where Wiſdom fits on every Muſcle. Let it ſuffice. that 
Galen takes Notice in his Book de Forma fetus, that in 


human Bodies there are above 6co Muſcles ; and 2 
eve 
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every one requires at leaſt ten Qualifications. So that a- 
bout theſe ſmall Parts alone, no leſs than 6000 Ends are 
to de attended to. There are 284 Bones, and each has a- 
bove forty Ends, in all ten Thouſand ; and a Failure in 
any one of theſe would cauſe a great Irregularity in the 


Body, and in many Death and Deſtruction. 
ith Now not to dilate further upon this Proof, I appeal to 
ett you, whether theſe ſtrange and admirable Contrivances; 


theſe natural Tendencies to one Point; and with all, theſe 
Means ſo proportionable, do not cry out, Hſe fecit nos, 
nun ipſi nos? We are neither the Work of blind Chance, 
nor the Product of fatal Neceſſity, but of an infinite 
Power and Wiſdom. We cannot caſt an Eye upon a 
rough Landskip, but the very fight of it leads us to a 
Painter: And if a Tree or Animal in Effigies conduQts 
us naturally to a Hand that drew them, and to Wiſdom 
that contriv'd them; can theſe living Originals be fa- 
ther d on Hazard or Neceflity ? NE by: 
Theo. Theſe things you mention are worthy of Obſer- 
ration; they entertain ſometimes my ſerious Thoughts, 
and caſt me into Rapts of Admiration ; but yet they do 
not exceed the Force and Energy of Nature. 
Eyſeb. What do you mean by Nature? Is it an intel- 
ligent Being? Or void of all Senſation and Reaſon ? 
lf intelligent, you miſuſe Words to confound Notions, 
you repreſent God traveſted into Nature? If it be depri- 
ed of all Knowledge, then you run to Matter and Mo- 
tion: Now theſe two are uncapable of Wiſdom, they can 


legi- Ireither think nor underſtand, they are without Reaſon, 
pub. end even without Senſe. Notwithſtanding the World 
Plato, BG inveſted with plain Characters of Wiſdom, they are 
mor lamp ad and engrav'd on each part of the Univerſe : 
and Elbe Learned and Ignorant, the Vulgar and the Philo- 
ut = ophers are Unanimous in this Point: What then re- 
able, WJ"ains, but that we draw this neceſſary Inference, that 
Fare. lame wiſe Intelligent Eternal Being did raiſe out of no- 
Rule Etting this lovely Fabrick, that he plac d every Creature 


in Its proper Station, prefix'd its End, provided it with 
— to compleat the Work Providence has aſ- 
M19 it. 

Theo. You know our Underftandings are very ſhort- 
at in ited, they diſcover nothing plainly but our Ignorance, 
ere-ever we look we find our ſelves encompaſs d with 


Diffi. 
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Difficulties, the moſt trifling, the moſt common Obzeg, 
perplex our Reaſon, we cannot fix a right Notion g 
Production, if we could, perchance the Myſtery woyi 
vaniſh without any Recourſe to a firſt Cauſe. Your |; 


tle Tricks of Fafs ſurprize the Ignorant, who often x; 
cribe to Magick thoſe Operations that have no oth 
Cauſe than flight of Hand. In fine, as Mr. Hobbs take 
Notice, the Multitude deifies what it cannot comprehent 
Ignorance begets Admiration, Admiration Reſpect, Rei 
Fear, and Fear Religion. 1 | 
Euſeb. L am glad to ſee you ſo low in your own Hy 
this Morning, and that your peremptory and dogmatj 
cal Humour is ſpent; ſurely you have lately made 
more intimate Acquaintance with human Nature; and; 
Fuller Diſcovery of the Imperfections of our Intell 
Has read you a Leſſon of Humility. Indeed our Under 
RKandings are poor and unfurniſh'd, they come into th 
World unſhap'd, and muſt be poliſhed by Study, befor 
they can give a tolerable Account of the moſt obviou 
Trifles; and yet when this is done, we cannot rely a 
their Intelligence, for they have but few Principles t 
ſteer by; the Groſs of our Knowledge is made of Illat, 
ons, which are beaten out with great Labour and Atte 
tion; and when we contemplate ſelf-evident Truth # 
a Diſtance, the Mind is puzzled at the view of fone 
emerging Circumſtances : Which makes us forget or ni 
ſtake the Connexion of the Conſequence with the Preni 
ſes; and then our Labour is rewarded with Error. 
I willingly therefore grant, that I cannot dive into a 
ſtruſe Secrets of Nature. I neither know the Myſty 
of Generation, nor that of Corruption. I believe] ani 
Compound of two very different Ingredients, Spirit av 
Matter: But how ſuch diſproportion'd things keep" 
ſtrict a Correſpondence, Iam as ignorant as the Chil 
unbora. Perchance a Philoſopher may harangue, 40 
talk more plauſibly. upon the Matter, than an Oyſe 
woman: But after all; if we bring his elaborated Dit 
courſe to the Teſt, we ſhall find nothing but Can 
Terms, and Scholaſtical Jargon. But what then? Cal 
not I judge that Pauls Church never made it ſelf, bet0* 
L have conn'd over PFitravius? Or muſt I know all tie 
Rules of Limning to be ſure the Signs in Landon àre th 
Work of a Painter? Tho I cannot conceive which V/ 
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ne Thames was turn'd, when the Bridge was built, or 
ten the Arches was form'd of Marble, or Free. Stone; 
et Lam pretty well convinc'd by the Uniformity and 
ontrivance of the Fabrick, that Wiſdom and Art had 
Ind in the Building. And I would laugh at thoſe 
Ino ſhould maintain, that either Fate, Chance, or Na- 
re plac'd the Stones in that regular Form: A thouſand 


y hings in the Univerſe ſeem to me mere Riddles. Vet! 
hold a ſtately Machine made up of ten Millions of 


ieces: I ſee Beauty, Symmetry, and Deſign; this ſuffi- 


jo ies to perſuade a rational Creature nothing but Wiſdom 
i, Montriv'd it; and nothing but Power put the Idea in Re- 
en tion. So that I infer from what I know, that an infi- 
ui ie Wiſdom fram'd and governs the World: Not from 
ea hat I do not know. | = = 
der Theo. You muſt not argue from Works of Art to thoſe 
ter Nature. We ſee Bridges, Churches, and Pictures; 


ade by the Hands of Artificers, and therefore we ra» 
jonally conclude, that even thoſe that are of an older 
anding owe their Origin to Art. But who ſaw the firſt 
tone laid in the Foundation of the World ? . 

Eyſeb. You turn your Battery the wrong Way; and 
vel at your own Hypotheſis as directly as 1 could 
rin: Becauſe we ſee Pictures under the Hand of the 

inter, and Edifices under thoſe of Maſons and Car- 
enters; we have Reaſon to infer, that all ſuch Things 
rence Effects of an intelligent Agent; but if ſuch trifles re- 
Juire an underſtanding Artificer, I would know why the 
abrick of the World, compacted of ſo many Parts, fo 
uriouſly wrought, ſo artificially knit together, ſhould 
Lan et lead us to the ſame Concluſion ? Have I Right to 
it uu eribe the raiſing of a wretched Cabbin to Wiſdom, and 
ep Hot the whole Frame of the Univerſe ? Muſt I confeſs 
Chic e pretty Proportion of a Leaſh of Wheels in a Watch 
„ W088 Owing to the Skill of a Workman ? And that the ſtu- 


)yfier endious Frame of my Body is the pure Object of blind 
d Di dance? Or fatal Neceſſity? Certainly ſuch palpable 
Cant \dſurdities would perſuade one, that Senſe and Reaſon. 
Cages not made for Mankind; and that we force Nature 
bekc ben we pretend to it. Be 

all tt FO ER 
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DIALOGUE XIX. 


The Fourth Proof. The Invention of Arts and Sciences ſm 
the World is not Eternal. And conſequently that it yy 


made by a powerful Agent. 


Euſcb. WE ſee new Arts ſtart up with new Ager 

The World is now better provided, ng 
only with Fences againſt Neceſſity, but even with Sy 

orts of Grandeur, than it was two thouſand Years a 

he Diſcovery of the Card is but of late ſtanding, thi 
of great Importance. The Inventions of Powder, af 
of the Preſs are not much more ancient. Rerum Nau 
facra non ſimul tradit. Arts follow the Law of Natur 
they are brought forth by Degrees, and are poliſh'd ) 
Time and Experience. 5 
Other Arts, as they are more neceſſary to Mankind, 
fo they are more Ancient: Yet we can track them upto 
their Origin. We know the Inventors of Husbandry and 
Tillage ; who Trafftick on Foot, and firſt brav the 
Ocean in Ships. Now if the World was Eternal, the 
Induſtry and Study of Man were Eternal alſo. . How then 
is it credible ; that Men of the ſame Temper with us, fr 
gacious, witty, and ambitious, ſhould ſaunter away 4 
whole Eternity, without making thoſe Diſcoveries ut 
owe wholly to the laſt ſix thouſand Years ? Was tle 
World always a Child? Always in its Non-Age ? tu 
1 ny arriv'd at the Years of Diſcretion ſince ſome fe 
„„ He 
Again, the Deſire to perpetuate their Memories runs in 
the Blood of all Men. We hate to bury our Names in the 
Grave with our Bodies, to ſleep in Duſt and Aſhes, 4 
unknown to Poſterity, as we are to our Predeceſſor: 
Nay, ſome have been ſo beſotted with the Charms of Lit 
at ſecond Hand, that becauſe they wanted Vertues, fit 
preſented Poſterity with their Vices; and thoſe rather '0 
be blam'd than forgotten. I ſuppoſe our Fore-fathen 
conveyed down to us their Inclinations, together with 
their Nature; and that none of their Paſſions chang d in 
the Voyage, or were improv'd by Tranſplantation ; thel 


Propenſions lean d the fame way, they were as gb 
| | v3 
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4, as greedy of vain Applauſe as we: It cannot there- 
* be queſtion d, but that Men ſo fond of Glory en- 
L.vourd to glut their Appetite, ſome at the Peril of 
(cir Lives, and others of their Quiet. It cannot be 
ought they either wanted Matter or Occaſion: Ambiti- 
\ never ſleeps, it ſtands upon the Catch, and either finds 
Subject for Action, or makes one. The Power of a 
cighbour, or the Weakneſs, are both ſtrong Temptati- 


e to an ambitious Prince; That promiſes Glory, This 
na onqueſt ; and either draws on a War. Pray tell me 
dup jerefore, who were thoſe ancient Heroes? Where did 
17 ey Reign 2 What Province did they waſte or ſubdue ? 


Ino mais d the firſt Empire? Who built the ſecond on the 
ins of the firſt 2? Was not a whole Eternity able to pro- 
nee one Homer? One Curtius? One Livy? Did it never 
me into any King's Head to bribe a Pen, or to buy a 
anegyrick ? Were all the Wits of the World fo ſtub- 
bun, as neither to be mov'd by Intereſt nor Applauſe, 
) write a News. Letter or Gazette? Indeed I do not 
onder we have no exact Diary of paſt Tranſactions ; 
r to digeſt an eternal Story into Days, is a laborious 
ak, and requires a Purſe to buy Materials, as. well as 
vaſt Stock of Patience to employ them. But ſill, me- 
inks, we might reaſonably expect ſome Fragments, or 


95 1 leaſt the Name of one Prince. But, alas! All thoſe 
ics lie Interr d under the Ruins of Time, their brave 
ploits ſleep with their Perſons, and their very Empires 


fe drown'd in Silence and Oblivion. By the help of pro- 
ne Records, we cannot trace time above the Theban 
a, as Lucretius confeſſes ; and therefore Macrobius con- 
Wes the World could not be Eternal. Quis dubitet quin 
ndus recens & novus fit, cum Hiſtoria Graca bis mille 
pmorum hiſtoriam vix contineat £ Who Doubts but the 


* d is of a ſhort ſlanding, ſeeing the Græcian Story gives 
ele en only of two thouſand Tears ?. Perchance you 
they ul fay, Writing is but of late Invention; and that all 


e memorable Actions of Antiquity periſh'd for want 
this happy Means of conveying them to Poſterity : 
Fhere are at leaſt the Painters and Carvers ? A Pi- 
fle, Statue, or Medal would have given ſome Satisfa- 
len; or had they rais'd one Pyramid, we might at leaſt | 
ute an Aſſurance all Mankind was not drunk with O- 
an, and flupified with an eternal Lethargy : But af- 
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ter all, tis ſtrange that ſo buſy, ſo ſharp a Creature Mu 
| Man, during an infinite Succeſſion of Ages, ſhould e 
tumble upon the Way of Writing, a thing fo neceſky 
to the Support of Society; and withal fo obvious: Th 
Man was certainly fortunate indeed, who hit upon an 4 
in ſome Years, that had eſcaped the Search of all My 
kind for the Space of a whole Eternity. 540 
Theo. The Anſwer to your Proof is very eaſy, Ten 
edax rerum, ſung the Poet: Time like Saturn devoun h 
Children: It conſumes its own Productions, and pry 
upon its Off- ſpring. Now if Time be ſuch a Com 
rant; Eternity muſt be a Greater. Time, like Diſtane 
diminiſhes Things; but Eternity ſwallows them up, al 
removes them beyond the Sphere of Memory. How m 
ny brave Actions within theſe thouſand Years have ſiq 
by the Pens of the moſt inquiſitive Hiſtorians ? They ut 
wore out of Memory, together with the Heroes that : 
chiev'd them, and lie entomb'd in Oblivion and Forget 
fulneſs: Nay, Cities not only decay, but vaniſh. Whit 
remains of that famous Babylon, but the Name Vi! 
know not what it was; and are ignorant even where i 
| ſtood. And Horus confeſſes, that in his time, not oll 
San ium was loſt, but alſo its very Ruins. If ſome te 
Ages eat out the Memory of noble Exploits, and convey 
out of Sight Cities, together with the Earth they ſto 
on; why do you call for an exact Regiſter of Arts! þ 
Eternal Genealogy of Princes? Or an Account of thel 
Actions? They are loſt in an infinite Succeſſion of Age 
They are drown'd in the Ocean of Eternity. 
Euſeb. By what Misfortune ? 
Theo. By Deluges and Conflagrations. . 
En ſeb. Pray, Sir, let me ask you to what Office of | 
telligence you addreſs your ſelf for thoſe Deluges, C5 
fligrations, and Wars ? Upon what Memorials do j0 
ground the Story of your Pre-adamitical Tranſaction 
o ſay there were ſach Things, is not to prove it. n. 
what you aſſert without good Caution, may be den)! 
with Reaſon. SEED W 
Theo. Under Favour, methinks my Anſwer 15 * 
much to the Purpoſe. It attacks not your Proof in! | 
Rear, but in the Front; and ftrikes at the very 14 
of it. You ſhow the World was not Eternal; becal 


it is inveſted with all the Charatters of Novelty: 


] 
[ 
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Iuſtry (you ſay) either improves old Arts, or invents 
new ones. Some are younger than we: Others than our 
athers: And the moſt Ancient have their Origin. Their 
mentors are Recorded in Story, and come within the 


vas not Eternal; becauſe thoſe Arts muſt of Neceſſity 
ive been of a. more ſtale Invention. For how can a 
an imagine that thoſe things ſhould lie out of Sight for 
whole Eternity, which have been diſcoverd in a few: 
ges? To which I anſwer ; that all this may be very 
ell reconcil'd with the World's Eternity; for they might 


ft by accidental Deluges and Conflagrations. Now, if 


jences might fall into Oblivion, your Argument falls 
o the Ground, it cannot ſubſiſt; and it is of no Force 
o prove the Non-Eternity of the World. 


Euſeb. My Argument is as well timbred as ever, and 
our weak Reaſon makes me more in Love with it: 


ofible ; by what new-coin'd Logick can you infer they 
id? Many things may be, that never will be, and he 
hat governs himſelf by Poſſibilities, may fear all things, 
nd hope for any thing. Nay, your Poſſibilities, (as I 


hey ſtand for each Side of the Contradiction, and 
hilt they take both Parts, advantage neither. For as 


nd therefore conclude they did: So I affirm *twas poſ- 


, Co ble, than do not. 
Jo yol | 
ao eluges were Particular or Univerſal ? A particular In- 
- Ant ndation will not do your Buſineſs. - For ſappoſing the 
dens mould break its Incloſure, and play ſuch Pranks in 


in Would the Arts of Writing and Printing diſappear in 
y Heat ae Spain, and Italy, becauſe England lay under Wa- 
becauF"* No, no, Sir! The World would jog on. Arts would 
N urilh juſt as they do. Perchance the greater 3 
kl) 0 


emory of Books. Whence you conclude, the World 


ave been found out an Infinity of Times; and as often 


y ſuch unforeſeen and irremediable Chances, Arts and 


or ſuppoſing ſuch Accidents might happen, i. e. were 


ed before) like a two-edged Sword cut both ways, 


du ſay 'twas poſſible for ſuch Accidents to happen, 
ble not to happen, therefore infer they did not. My 
gument is certainly ſtronger than yours, for we find 
of Experience, chat fewer things happen that are poſ- 


But to cloſe with your Argument, Lask, whether thoſe 


ur land, as it did in Attica ; would the ſurviving 
is vo ot the World replunge into Barbarity and Ignorance? 
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of making Pudding and Brawn, which (as Mr. John Ry 
takes Notice in his Obſervations, are Diſhes proper 10 Enn 
land) might ſuffer by the Misfortune, yet Induſtry migh 
retrieve them, for without doubt the Receipts were fly] 
into Flanders with our Armies; and as the Dutch taughe 
us to beſiege Towns, ſo certainly we inſtructed them il 
the deep Myſteries of Pudding and Brawn. 
It follows therefore that thoſe Deluges were Univerſg| 
(but not Supernatural I hope) for then you grant th 
very thing we contend for, viz. a God. Nor colt 
they be Natural; becauſe, according to the preſent Situ 
tion of Things, an Univerſal Deluge caus'd by the Fom 
of Nature is utterly impoſlible ; and I could eaſily d. 
monſtrate it, did the Streſs of our preſent Debate depen 
upon Hydroftaticks : But if Igrant ſuch a Deluge mu. 
rally Poſſible; yet as to the Probability you are neverthe 
nigher; for how can any Man in his Senſes perſuade 
_ Himſelf, that a thing is probable, or likely to happen, 
that has never fall'n out in an infinite Duration? H 
that can believe that to be probable, that has never cone 
to paſs in an eternal Revolution of Ages, muſt not be 
an Enemy to Credulity. „ 
Theo. I never ſaid yet, that an Univerſal Inundatia 
was Probable; you have foiſted in that Word for jou 
own Advantage. „ 
Euſeb. Have you not told me, thoſe Deluges have com 
ſo very near the Matter, that few eſcap d? That tly 
have brought Mankind a thouſand times within an At 
of its Ruin? The Waters then did coves all the Surlat 
of the Earth; except a ſmall Spot of Ground able i 
give footing to half a Hundred. Why could they 10 
ſwell ſix Foot higher? Who commanded this furl 
Element to halt in that critical Point? IF it could ii 
ſo high, by the help of natural Cauſes ; why not foot 
Foot higher? And if it could; why did it not in 
Eternity? Methinks there ſhould be Spring-Deluges i 
well as Sprinz-Tides : And in ſuch a Trac of Time! 
might once at leaſt mount to the higheſt Pitch. In fin 
Sir, Ldefice you, and the whole Se& of Atheiſtical fn 
loſophers, to produce one Reaſon that carries the le 
Shadow of Probability to prove the Waters mitun 
could ſwell to th: Tops of the higheſt Mountains, 4 


not cover them, if they could, within the Compils of at 
; 7 | Eternit) 
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Eternity, they have done it: For it ſeems incredible, that 
ature ſhould not do in an infinite Space whatever lay 

ithin the Reach of its Power. 

But again, it ſeems ſtrange, that all the ingenuous 


hipwrack ; and a ſmall Parcel of illiterate, ignorant, un- 
-ofitable Blockheads ſurvive the Fall of Nature: For if 
Hundred only eſcap'd, tis very likely ſome Mechanicks, 
me Carpenters, ſome Plowmen, one at leaſt that could 
ite and read; and probably one Taylor might be in 
is fortunate Company. If ſo, they might propagate 
heir Arts with their Blood, and re-people the World in 
hort Time with Trades, as well as with Inhabitants 


0 ſtock d with People, was many Years deſtitute of 
its, They knew neither the Way of Ploughing nor 
bwing: They could neither plant Vines, or preſs Wine, 
dt turn Milk into Curds, not thoſe into Cheeſe. Men 
d on the mere Bounty of Nature; Water ſatisfy d 
eir Thirſt, and Fruit their Hunger: And for want of 
e Piſt-Office, every one did his own Meſſage. Nay, 
ey had not the Wit to cover their Nakedneſs ; ſo that 


oaths, and from this Moment we may date the Com- 
ny of Merchant-T aylors. ee TY 
I come to your Conflagrations which can only concern 
ks: For they cannot conſume Arts, unleſs firſt they 
J upon Men: And methinks the Fire muſt have nickt 
: Time, that js, ſet upon all the Houſes in the World 


vould never meet with ſo fair an occaſion to diſpatch 
Species: But at laſt they have ravag'd Libraries, 


es; but all the Hiſtorical Dictionaries, together with 
Fournaus des Scavens: So that their very Names 
e conſum d with the Paper that preſerv'd em; and 
led with the Duſt we tread on. Your Syſtem is 
Ndiculous to be examin'd, too fooliſh to be confu- 
; Reaſon has an Antipathy againſt ſuch Abſurdities ; 
J are unable even to work on a Madman. There is 


art of Mankind ſhould be involy'd in this common 


low Things have happen'd quite contrary ; the World, 
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dd himſelf, according to Tradition, cut out the firſt 


tether, when all Mankind was bury'd in a profound 
ep, to do the Feat ſcompleat. Now (I fancy) tho 
mes ſhould ftand upon the Watch for an Eternity, 


u fay) and glutted their Rage with Memorials and 
ds; they not only turn'd Authors themſelves into 
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no queſtion but Fire may maſter Libraries, as well z 
private Houfes, and treat them with as little de 
gard as White-Hal; but this will not do your Jobb, y 
llave Phæenome nas, we muſt ſuppoſe either that all tu 
Books in the World were wheedled into one Magazin 
before the Mine ſprung, or that Fire-Balls were caſt is 
to all the Libraries at a Signal; thefe two Ways migh 
do a great deal of Execution, and diſpatch ſome Tu d 
Divinity and Hiſtory in a ſhort Time; and I conceiy 
they are poſſible, but to ſuſpe&t em probable, is to in 
poſe on our Reaton ; the very Thought of ſach a Thin 
is a Scandal to human Nature; but to believe it, Freng 

and Madneſs. 3 & 3 3 
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DIALOGUE AM. 
The fifi h Proof. *Tis ſhewn quaſi a priore, the Wirld ui 
| : ot Eternal a fe. | i eng 


Euſcb. I Confeſs it's more eaſy to deny, than to prone 
the Aſſailant always attacks at a Diſadvanta 
that is not above the Performance of Ignorance or N 
ly: But this requires both Wit and Study. Howen 
} wave your Advantage, and will draw a Reaſon d 
two from the very Nature and Cotiſtitution of the ol 
which I think comes near Conviction, and make! 
highly credible, it could not poſſibly be ab eterno 4 ſe. 
Tf it were Eternal; it is a neceſſary. and indepenin 
Being; if neceſſary and independent, it muſt be Etem 
a parte poſt. For as it depends of Nothing but iti 
for its Being, it can depend of Nothing diſtant from i 
ſelf for its Conſervation; and as its own Nature uns fi 
_cient to give it Exiſtence, ſo it is ſufficient to contin 
it; therefore if its Exiſtence was neceſſary, its Cont 
ation is neceſſary, and if this be weceſſary, it mu! 
Eternal; hence it follows, that if rhe Whole was Eten 
Its Parts muſt be Eternal; for the World is not diſtin 
from all its Parts : Therefore if the World was Flint 
all its Parts were Eternal, alſo a parte ante, and wi , 
fo 4 perte po}: But no Part of the World is EY 
therefore the Whole is not Eternal. Let us Uingle 


0 
Ji) 


ternal. . fied | 
7 heb. I wonder you will impoſe upon the Compa- 


n: This is not to reaſon, but to trifle ; and the Proof 
ulis more Raillery than Reaſon. I know I was nothing 
ty Years ago, and that within ſome time I ſhall re- 


t the Work of Nature, and muſt march off when She 

bs pmmands me, nor was there ever any Eternal Indivi- 

l Euſeb. A little clearer if you pleaſe: When you ſay 
in was Eternal, what do you mean? RL es 


Theo. I mean the Species St 
Eyſeb. I underſtand. Are you then turn d Platonick, 
d ſeparate the Species from the Individuals ? 

Theo, No. red 1 . 
Exſeb. Why then; methinks it follows, if no Indivi- 


is indiſtinct from all the Individualss. 
Theo. You call in again at Infinitum, and forget it 
ano Al. All is a Chymera, a kind of philoſophical 
h not apply'd to a determinate Number. 9 
Eyſeb. Indeed Infinitum has an excellent Situation, 


were Cities in Boggs, there is no coming at it; but at 
ſon aelent it lies out of my Way, and I ſhall draw off with- 
Wat medling with it. But I muſt tell you, I take a 


11 for a Solution. At leaſt human Species is Eter- 
4 le. a 


benin Theo, I have granted © ' 
Eten E⸗ſeb. Why then it can never be extin& : For what 
it ends of it ſelf muſt be Eternal, and whatever is Eter- 
rom | a ſe parte ante, muſt be ſo 4 parte Poſt; unleſs per- 
ras ce the Fancy ſhould take a Thing to deſtroy its ſelf, 


ontuech is unlikely, and impoſſible to our Hypotheſis. 
| whatfoever exiſts 4 ſe, exiſts neceſſarily 3 but what 
mult Wiſts neceſſarily 4 ſe, muſt always exiſt, otherwiſe it 

be neceſſ:ry, and not neceſſary, which implies a flat 
Mradiction. * . 
Eich Pro, Well; ſuppoſing this true; what do you in- 


ll as its Individuals, and no more 4 ſe than you or I: 
| Ee 2 For 
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e Species: 'Tis evident that Men are born, and die; 
Re erekore tis evident that Men were not 4 parte ante 


un to my everlaſting Home. I am not of my ſelf, 


al was 4 ſe, the Species was not 4 ſe, becauſe the Spe- 


EIA eb. That our Species is a Stranger to Eternity; as 
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For all thoſe Men who are now in Being, muſt on 
TIES off, and ſubmit to the common Fate of Ma, 
tality. 
Theo. They muſt, this is a terrible Truth, but * 
Debate; methinks I would purchaſe one Doſe of Ales 
lapizs's Immortal Poffet-Drink, at any rate. 
_ Euſeb. If they dy'd without Iflue, our Species woll 
be at an end. „ 
Theo. Moſt true; if they made a Vow of Contineng 
and kept it, our Race would be ſhort-liv'd © But Ih 
no great Apprehenſion, that all Mankind will engage li 
an Aſſociation to ſtand by Chaſtity with their Lives a 
Fortunes, or to die Batchelors. „ 
Euſeb. It's not very likely indeed: So long as theres 
an Atheiſt in the World, the Work of Propagation ul 
go on: At leaſt ſuch a Reſolution is not impoſſible, for yu 
and I can make it, and there is the ſame Reaſon fir 
every Man in the World: *'Tis therefore poſſible for th 
whole Species to periſh. 5 1 
Theo. What then? e 
Fuſeb. Why then it follows by an evident llatia 
that our Species is not 4 ſe ; For whatever is 4 ſe, mul 
of Neceſſity be Eternal @ parte poſt, as it is Eternal e 
te ante. The ſame Argument takes in any Species nol 
Exiſtent; whence I conclude, that if no Species be Em 
nal, no Part of the World is Eternal, nor by conſequent 
the Whole. 3 1 | 
Theo. Not ſo faſt if you pleaſe: You prove too mud 
and by conſequence Nothing. i 
., ͤðͤ v ͤ omar gf 
Teo. Could not God (if there be ſuch a Thi 
have created the World ab æterno. 1 
Euſeb. My Reaſon tells me he could not: But not 
engage in a Matter foreign to our Diſpute, I grant! 
could. 1 . „ 
Theo. Let us then ſuppoſe he did create it 4b d, 
in this Caſe our Species would be Eternal 4 parte 4% i 
Enuſeb. It would. . 3 : 
Theo. Therefore by your Way of demonſtratinh,! 
would be Eternal a parte poſt; becauſe according 10 
new Logick, whatever is Fternal one Way, ny 
Eternal the other: But I conceive the whole Species 


be ſtifled by your general Aſſociation, even in this 1 1 
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dus, that the Species of Mankind would be Eternal, and 


ot Eternal. 

o not ſay, whatever is Eternal a parte ante, muſt be ſo 
rte poſt ; But whatever is Eternal 4 parte ante a ſe, 
aſt be Eternal 4 parte poſt. I gave you the Reaſon 


, and intrinſically Neceſſary, and therefore it's inca- 
able of Neftruction ; but whatever is created, depends 


nd by conſequence is nothing intrinfically Neceſſary : 


rel urteſy, and exiſt by Benevolence periſh, than that 
wi len walk off, and crumble into Duſt and Aſhes. | 
ri Theo. But if we ſuppoſe with Ariſotle, that God is à 


hat our Species was ab aterno; and, Secondly, That 
is Neceſſary. Therefore it was Neceſſary ab gterns : 


ing granted, the Difficulty returns upon you, for if you 
y, our Species (in this Suppoſition) muſt be Eternal 
parte poſt, what can hinder me from making the ſame 


r Species may end, tho it be Eternal a ſe, independent 
d neceſſary. | ET 95 | „„ | 


uth, and beg the Protection of an Abſurdity: H>wſoever 
combate your Opinion more ſucceſsfully, well examine 
moſt plauſible Pretences, and ſee if we can diſcover 
e Weakneſs of them. I ſay then, this Retreat will 
not iP" ſecure you: For till your Species remain intrinſical 

rant "gent, and has no other Neceſſity but that of its 


; ater t exiſt: It has no Perfection inherent, that challenges 
Ante. on- Exiſtence: So that if it be granted, that it 


5 
i 1 uſe, no Perfection of the Effect: Now in this Suppo- 


Sauk 5 our Species might periſh, becauſe it has no in- 


im * Vertue that oppoſes its Deſtruction, but if it 
his: "3 4 ſe, then Exiſtence is indentified with its Nature, 


d it e 


pet, 25 well as in the other, therefore it evidently fol- 


Eyſeb. Sir, you miſtake the Force of my Argument, L 


| now, viz. becauſe whatever exiſts a ſe is indepen- 
f its Cauſe, to whoſe Power alone it owes its Being; 
's therefore no more ſtrange that Things that are by 
eſſary Agent, two Things naturally follow: Fir, 


or in this Caſe it could not be ab æterno; yet this 


eply? If you ſay, it may perith, therefore tis true that 


Eyſeb. Lou have caſt the Cauſe upon A Ay reve: Un- 


ue; according to its own Nature it may exiſt or 
exiſt neceſſarily ab eterno, this Neceſlity is merely 


rinfical ; it's nothing bur an Imperfection of the 


al no more ceaſe to be, than it could not be: 
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So that no Hypotheſis can elude an Argument; where 
fore I conclude it's evident our Species may be extin 

uiſh'd, therefore it's evident it cannot be Eternal , [? 
But pray remember what I told you juſt now, your 4 
gument owes its Force to a palpable Abſurdity, and in 


| know ſuch Weapons do ſmall Execution: You ſupp 


God a 7 Agent, now the very Suppoſition defirgy 
him; for Liberty is a Perfection: Seeing therefore G 
is infinite in Perfection, you cannot ſuppoſe him voidd 
Freedom, without ſuppoſing him not infinitely Perfe, 
and by conſequence not God: So that your Diſcours 
runs thus; F God were God, and not God; if he Creatl 
neceſſarily a Species ab æterno, and did not Greate it ; thi 
Species would not be ſubjeft to Deſtruction, and would l 
ſubjeft to Deſtruction : This is cornutum argumentum, bit 
becauſe it goars with both Horns, it wounds with nt 


ther. | 


Again: If God lay under a Neceſſity of creating þ 


 eterno, why of this World rather than of another?! 


nothing elſe lies within the reach of his Power, a fit 
Perfection has drain'd his creative Faculty: His On 
potence is at a Stop; and by conſequence. his u 
and Being at an End: If he can create ſomething el 


what determin'd him to leave all other Creatures in i 
State of Nothing, and to inveſt this World with Digi 


ty of Exiſtence ? If the Determination came from tit 
Nature of the World, then it requir'd Exiſtence ab eter" 
and ſo muſt have been ab eterno, without any Obligatic 
to God for its Being: If from God, then he is fit 
and the Exiſtence of the World is the Effect of his L 
berality, not of Neceſſity; whence it follows, that ev 
Moment it lies at his Mercy, he may thruſt every [nd 
vidual into Nothing, with the ſame Freedom and ak 
neſs he drew them out of it. 1 

Some Philoſophers (I know) make God a nec 
Agent, not to ſuppoſe him Ale; they fancy Lazinels\ 
comes his Majeſty leſs than Neceſſity, and becauſe tl 
cannot aſſign him any other Employment but Creati 
they infer he created this World ab æterns. 

Theſe People come within an Ace of the Extravag 
of the Poets, who to cut out ſome Work for their | | 
Mercury, made him a Poſt-Boy : But let us take at pre“ 


theſe Dreams for Truths, theſe Fictions for Cant 
| 1 "il 


| 
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Hition he Il take the Pains to build another; nay, he may 
iſe with one Hand, and pull down with the other, for 
ill Eternity; for in this Caſe it is evident he cannot 


þ mnt Employment, and his Buſineſs will equal his Acti- 
ol ity: So that to conclude in Spite of the Protection of 
no blurdity it ſelf, you muſt confeſs that every Species 
rt exiſts is ſubzect to Deſtruction, and therefore not 
10S. je. Ts e BEV. eee e 
ti 7 heo, Tho no Species be eternal, Matter may be 


ter nal. 4. 


Enſeb. What if it be ? de un Tf 


orld, might ſpring. out of the fixſt Fruitfulneſs of the 
arth, which certainly was more prolifick ſome Ages ago 
han at preſent, ge Di: SH AED FIT ef LOL LA 
Enſeb. Ho, Sir! We are out of our way, and juſt fal- 
en on the Confines of Democratiſm, The laſt Moment 


ng 4 
1 ee World was Ens 4 ſe, and now by the Vertue of ſome 
{nice Adventure, it's transform d into an Ent per Accidens. 
Om eeing you are in a Fit of Fiction, make uſe of Fancy 


efore it cool, and ſay Men are hatcht in Ovens like 
ickens in Egypt, or that Beaſts ſpring from Muck, 


eter ould the World fay if you advance this Opinion in 


gat int? They ought to look upon you as Mad or Foolifly, 
s fe they would do you Right: But Jadmit the wondrous 
vis I ecundity of the Earth, and ask you how it comes to 
teten hals the Species of Animals are not Eternal! For either 
Hie Earth poſſeſs d this prolifick Quality ab «terno, or it 
dE ud not; if it did not, by what happy Chance did it 


one by it? If from it ſelf, it muſt be Eternal; if from 
nother, you admit a diſtinct Agent, and fo our Contro- 
erſy is at an End: If it did poſſefs this prolifick Ver- 
ue ab æterno, then it produc'd all things ab æterno (for 
carioi ſuppoſe Matter is a neceſſary Agent:) But if this Ver- 
Ie de Eternal, methinks it ſhould ſtill remain, and 
vagen we might have the Satisfaction ſometimes to breed 


eit 0 es our of Quagmires, or reap good Crops of Men. 
preſ | this producing Quality falls with Age, why is it not 
ent: e Exting ? Why does the Earth bring forth any 


Ee 4 "_ are 


ollows at leaſt he may deſtroy this World, upon Con- 


Theo. If it be, theſe different Species which grace the 


ad Men from Parſſy- Beds. I am almoſt aſham d to 
onfute Abſurdi ties, ſo groſs at firſt Sight, ſo palpable, 
m at no Diſcourſe can make them more apparent: What 
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thing? An inexhauſtible Vertue will run upon the Leg 
in the Space of an Eternity, and end in Sterility. Thu 
you ſee your ſelf at a Loſs, tho Matter be Eternal; ty 
more you evade a firſt Agent diſtin& from the Worli 
the more you encounter him, and you have nothin 
left but the Liberty of being a Deiſt, or a Fool, 
But to give full Satisfaction, I offer you a Reafon 
two, which ſeem to conclude, the very Matter canng 
be Eternal 4 ſe. Firſt, tis evident, of all Beings Mata 
comes the neareſt to Nothing, it has ſcarce any othe 
Perfection, than that of bare Exiſtence, tis pura Putenis 
a mere Capacity: Now upon what Right does this i- 
ject Thing challenge the glorious Attribute of Aſeiry ul 
Eternity? Before we put it in Poſſeſſion of ſuch tranſes 
dent Titles, both Reaſon and Juſtice command u t 
examine its Pretenſions : On Account of Perfection it 
can put in no Claim, for the moſt vile Inſects that crey 
in Mire, and ſpring from Corruption, lock up a grate 
| Treaſure of Perfections in an Eye alone, than are di 
fus d thro the whole Maſs of Matter: If therefore, nts 
then theſe, nor even Man himſelf dares aſpire to luden 
dence and Eternity, why ſhoald Matter? To adjudge it 
theſe incommunicable Predicates on Account of In 
feection, is very extraordinary: Indeed ſuch a Sentenct 
may argue Compaſſion or good Nature in a Judge, bit 
not one Grain of Juſtice : Is Beggary a Title to Grat 
neſs? Or Peaſantry to Nobility ? Becauſe I am bomi 
Scavenger, muſt I challenge a Place at the Council I. 
ble? Or ſue for a Dukedom, becauſe my Family want 
a Coat of Arms? Is it not as ridiculous to dignify Ma 
ter with Aſeity, becauſe it borders upon Nothing, 261 
make y Independent, becauſe it cannot exiſt without ſol 
V 
Theo. Its right to Independence is neither founde 
on Imperfection, nor Perfection, but on its Nature. 
Euſeb, What do you mean? Is not Aſein a Pet 
ction? ! 5 
Theo. Yes. . | 
Euſeb. Therefore the Exigence of Aſeity founded i 
Matter muſt be a Perfection; for certainly to claim 
Perfection as a Debt, not a Gift, is one; but Row d 
on. know this Exigence is founded on the Nature“ 
Matter A Gentleman's Word will not paſs * 


„ of. oh . fngny army, 5 
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nongſt Philoſophers, as it is does amongſt Taylors and 
Vintners: They require Caution, thoſe ipſe dixit Days 
xpird with old Pythagoras, and according to the pre- 
Ent Conſtitution of Mankind, will not revive in our 
lime: Tell me then, by what myſterious Light have 
ou diſcovered, that Aſeity is entail'd on Matter? That 
22 Branch of Birth-Right? I conceive an Aſſertion may 


mW: prov'd two ways, either by Authority or Reaſon ; 
uu ould you ſabpæna a Brace of Eternal Witneſſes, they 
ther night go far to the clearing the Point in Controverſy, 
nie but there are few of that Stamp in the Nation ; they 
re as rare as a reaſonable Atheiſt : Seeing therefore Wir- 
ni eſſes cannot relieve you, you muſt retreat to Reaſon : 
fre Regale us, I beſeech you, with a Demonſtration. 


Theo. We find by Experience, that Matter is not lia- 
ble to Corruption; tho Compounds riſe and fall, ir 


creep iands immoveable; it neither loſes any thing by Time, 
rate nor gains: There was no more a thouſand Years ago 
e chan to Day, nor will there be leſs in future Ages, than 
„et preſent, it therefore will be Eternal, and if it will be 
depo Eternal, it has been ab æternnsn. 8 
doe e E»ſeb. You prove well, that as Matter cannot be 


corrupted, ſo it cannot be generated, and by conſequence 
ntena will be Eternal; ſo far you are in the Right: But then 
je, duft does not follow it was 4 ſe ab æterno, becauſe it might 
WW have been Created; for the Impoſſibility of Creation 
cannot be inferr'd from any true Principle : Nay, I have 


your Argument falls to the Ground, and without any 

Prejudice to the force of my Proof, 1 

2, 25 Secondly, If Matter be ens 4 ſe, an eternal, neceſſary, 
and independent Being, it is actus purus, i. e. it had no 

 Waipacity to receive any more Perfections, than thoſe it 

foundeſſi poſleſs d ab æterno; for there is no Reaſon why it ſhould 


either poſſeſs'd no Perfection, which deſtroys the Hypo- 
theſis, or all: If it had all, it cannot receive any more z 
therefore if it be Eternal à ſe, neceſſary and independent, 
nded i it is us purus, incapable of any further Perfection. 
Again, if it be neceſſary and independent, it cannot 
how 0 loſe any Perfection it had ab æterno; 3 if it could, 
[ature i that might be, and might not be, and by conſequence 
vould not be intrinſically Neceſſary; beſides, as it de- 


prov'd already that Matter could not be a fe, ſo that 


polſeſs one more than another: Therefore ab æterno, it 


pends 
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+ pends of its ſelf alone for its Being, ſo nothing difing 
can poflibly deſtroy it. de ao 
Hence it follows, that whatever is Eternal 4 ſe, nec 
ſary and independent, muſt be unalterable ; for all Chany 
is a Motion, either from a greater Perfection to a les 
or from a Leſs to a Greater, or at leaſt to an Equil; 
Seeing therefore an eternal, neceſſary, and independent g 
ing is aclus purus, uncapable either of acquiring or b. 
ſing any Perfection, it muſt be unalterable, pt” 
Hence it follows, that Matter cannot be eternal, 1 
eſſary, and independent: Firſt, becauſe it is an incom 
pleat Being, and has a natural Tendency to Forms; ti 
| (as I may ſay) out of its Element, in a State of Vip 
lence and Longing, until it compaſſes a perfect Body 
and cannot naturally Exiſt without the actual Exerc 
of that Office: To be therefore a Part is one of Matters 
Perfections, becauſe nothing can naturally deſire, what 
is not a natural Perfection: Now I have prov'd already 
that no perfect Species could be Eternal, therefore Mat 
ter did acquire ſome new Perfection when thoſe 9 
cies began, which it had not before; hence it follows 
that Matter is neither actus purus, nor unalterable, becaul 
in time it acquird a Perfection which it had not 4b ue 
no, and by conſequence is not 4 ſe, neceſſary and inde 
pendent ; therefore it was Created by an All-powerfal 
Agent, which we call G. 1 3 8 
Theo. We are bemird in Ariſotles Materia prind 
and ſlipt into the Syſtem of ſubſtantial Forms: You 
would ſcare me with old Peripateticiſm, and put off obloe 
lete Dreams for Demonſtration : That counterfeit Cai 
is call'd in, and only goes current at Salamanca in $i, 
where Antiquity has the ſame Charms as Novelty bs 
with us: They ſtick to old Opinions, as they do to di 
Faſhions, and will no more part with Arifotle, than 
the Chineſe with their Beards: But we have degraded the 
Stagirite, To ſwear in verba magiſtri, is an Incroad 
ment upon our Liberty; in fine, Sir, Materia prim i 
an empty Name, and ſubſtantial Forms in a groundie 
Invention; and your Demonſtration is void of all Force, 
becauſe it relies on Fiction and Viſion, | 
Euſeb. I neither declare for Ariſtotle nor Gaſſends, 
nor have a greater Inclination for Des Cartes, than the 


Ni pothelts, 


11 pon” 1 
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calculated up for all Syſtems. Tell me your Opinion, 
that I may model my Argument, and point it againſt 
your Evaſion. 3 V 
Theo. What we call Matter, is nothing but a Complex 
of various ſimple Bodies ab æterno; they be an innate 
Quality ſcower about, and by a mutual Concourſe frame 
thoſe Compounds that ſtock the Univerſe : The Varie- 
Cty only conſiſts in the Diverſity of Combinations: When 
ſuch a Number of hot, dry, and woiſ Atoms cling toge- 
ther, up ſtarts a Horſe ; the ſame may be ſaid of Mixts : 
They differ merely accidentally, and have no other Form 
(if I may fay ſo) than the Taleity of the Mixture; hence 
it comes, that Matter is not fubje& to Changes, and 
is only capable of a new extrinſick PerfeQtion : Beſides, 
thoſe Atoms being perfect in themſelves, have no Bent 
or Inclination to compound : They are as content in a 
date of Separation, as of Compoſition ; and as willingly 
form a Worms as a Monarch: Tho' therefore Species. were 
not ab eterno a ſe, Matter enjoin'd all its natural Perfe- 
tions 4b eterno, and is withal unchangeable, unleſs you 
call a new Situation, Alteration, @c. So that you muſt 
forge a new Demonſtration, if you intend to argue Mat- 
ter out of Aſeity. = 1p . 
Euſeb. I ſuppoſe you do not expect a Confutation of 
your Syſtem, it lies at preſent quite out of my Way, 
and can be no Part of my Task: I diſcharge my Duty, 
tl ſhow, that the Atomiſtical Hypotheſis does not weak- 
en the Force of my Reaſon : Notwithſtanding I muſt tell 
jou, a wiſe Min will not eaſily believe, that dull and 
dead Atoms are able to frame a living Creature: For 
certainly Life is ſomething more than the bare Motion 
af hot, moiſt, and dry Atoms, and an Atheiſt muſt have 
mean an Opinion of himſelf as of God, before he can 
ſert, that the only Diſtinction between him and an In- 
kd, lies in the Difference of the Mixture: Merhinks, 
lch an Opinion might diſpoſe him to Modeſty : Nay, of 
ul Men, he ſhould be the leaſt preſuming, who acknow- 
edges ſuch a baſe Extraction, and puts no other Diffe- 
rence between him and a Brute, than between fine Hil- 
ind and Scotch Cloth ; Yet upon Experiment, theſe are 
be great Pretenders of Mankind, who while they con- 
— themſelves ſo near ally'd to Beaſts, adore their Ex- 
elleneies, and fall down before Calves, as the Jem did 
| | In 
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in the Wilderneſs: Indeed he that wants Leiſure or C,; 
pacity to Examine his Nature, or perſuades himſelf hi; 
better Part is Immortal, may grow vain upon a kin 
Preſumption, or the real Conviction of ſuch a towering 5 
Perfection: But for a Man to be proud, who pretends» Mi 
demonſtrate his own Baſeneſs, is little leſs than Frenzy: i 
Now pray attend, Atoms (you ſay) have an intimate 
Principle of Motion; Nature, as we find by Experience, 
always works ſome End, therefore that Motion of the 
Atoms has ſome End; we cannot diſcover the Ends 


better than by the Effects, the Effects are Compound; 1 
therefore the End of that Motion inherent in the Mat. . 
ter is Compound; hence it follows, that actually to con- pre 
ſtitute a compos d Body, is a Perfection of the Matter, We 
becauſe it is a Poſſeſſion of the End, to which Natue Wl far 
inclines it ; but it did not poſſeſs this End ab eter, BR WI 
therefore ab æterno it wanted ſome Perfection, of which wil 
it was capable; therefore tis alterable, and by conſe- the 
quence not Eternal 4 ſe; beſides, if it had not all the Per. Bar 
fections ab eterno it poſſeſſes them in Time, it had no 
| Perfections ab æterno; becauſe there is no Reaſon why it Wl ©! 
{ſhould have one, and not all others of which it is caps 
ble: Wherefore I conclude it was not ab eterno 4 |, 
neither will it avail you to reply, Theſe Perfections ar: 7 
accidental; Firſt, Becauſe Ens 4 ſe, can have no acciden. | 
tal Perfection, for whatever it has is neceſſary and in. 
dentify'd with its Nature ; and Secondly, Beeauſe it is N 
Aclus purus, as I ſaid before. NO 7 
Theo. This is ridiculous to Exceſs ! What if a Ball of 
Wax was 4 ſe, could I not mould it into a Cube, not Bl ti0 
melt it down? You return a Paradox for an Anſwer. 11 
Euſeb. You muſt not wonder if one Abſurdity begets Wil .. 
another, a ridiculous Conſequence flows from 2 ridicu BW W 
lous Antecedent ; and one eee, is the beſt Proof ol Gor 
another. To expect Reaſon from Nonſenſe, is to gape Will wi 
after Impoſſibilities. If you ſuppoſe a Sphere of War | 
Eternal 4 ſe, either that Figure was neceſſary, or it vas Et 
not; if it was not, who caſt it into that Form ? Why was Bi no 
it*a Sphere rather than a Cube? If it owes the Deter- ar. 
mination to ſome exterior Principle, then the Wax was 
not 4 ſe, becauſe the Figure was not: If that Figure was BW W 
neceſſary, the Nature of the Wax requir d it; if the Na- A 


ture of the Wax requir'd it, it can be deſtroyed no 2 


! 
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tan the Nature: But if you ſuppoſe that Sphere 4 ſe, 
che Nature of the Wax cannot poſſibly be deftroyed, 
therefore neither can the Figure; indeed that Wax would 
de very ſtubborn, but Impoſlibilities are an inflexible 
WGeneration, and can no more be brought over to Rea- 
ſon, than Atheiſts. The World therefore is not Eternal 
4 ſe, nor any Part of it ; whence it remains, that a moſt 
| powerful Author drew it out of Nothing, to whom we 
owe our Being and Converſation, and by conſequence 
Homage. 5 e ee e ee 
Theo. Is this all you have to ſay to the Point? 
Euſeb. I could enlarge on the Matter; but for the 
preſent, I leave the Arguments to your Conſideration. 
We lie under a Dilemma; if they hold good, they will 
ſtand upon Record againſt you; if not, againſt me:: 
| Which I ſuppoſe will be no unacceptable Revenge. You 
will have the Satisfaction of Laughing at the Vanity of 
the Attempt, and of applauding your Abilities into the 
Bargain. r e . 


PPP 
The Sixth Proof. Tho there were a Go p, he cam. 
convince thoſe Atheiſts of his Being, who refuſe Alem 


to the foregoing Proofs. 
Eye. Have worſted you in the Judgment of Autho- i 


rity, and have diſpatchd Part of your Excep- 
tions: We are come to the laſt Tribunal of Reaſon, and if 
„ © have the good Fortune to foil you here, our Suit is at 
„e End; and certainly I have all the Grounds in the 
World to hope a favourable Iſſue, for Reaſon never rever- 
; ſes the Sentence of univerſal Tradition, when back d 


with a hundred Reaſonss. * 
x In the firſt Place; you cannot admit the World to be 
4 Eternal a Je, without ſtriking upon a manifeſt Abſurdity; 
1 now Abſurdities cannot poſſibly flow from Truth; they 
ue the Children of Falſhood, and the Off. ſpring of Error. 
. Theo, If you can ſhew that the Hypotheſis of the 
g World s Eternity leads to any thing that claſhes with Rea- 
6 lon, or borders upon Error, without Doubt J lie at your 
n es 178855 Mercy: 
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Mercy: The Conſequence takes after the Antebedent. x 

tis impoſſible for that to be ridiculous, without this , 
Euſeb. You have granted, That if there be a God, he 

can manifeſt his Being to Men, by ſome ſenſible Effed q 


his Omnipotencſe. 28 ad 
| Theo. IL have, and a Man muſt take Pleaſure in Eolh 
and dote on Contradictions, before he can deny a Truth 
ſo evident: For to confeſs an Omnipotent Being, and 
to refuſe him the Power of manifeſting himſelf by fone 
exterior Sign to a Creature who is furniſſied with Sen. 
ſes, and endow'd with Reaſon, is a flat Contratliftion, 
Euſeb. I am glad to hear ſo ingenious a Confeſſion; 
pray therefore take Notice; if God intended to diſco. 
ver himſelt by an exterior Sign, he would chooſe ſome 
ſtately Work worthy of his Power, and ſuitable to his 


Grandeur, F 
Theo. He would. ie as 1 
Euſeb. Let us then ſuppoſe, for ſome Moments, that 
vou and I ilept in our Beds of pure Poſſibility; that we 
are now, what we were a thoufand Vears ago, very No- Not t. 
things: Let us ſuppoſe, beſides, that all things elſe fall in- Wadi 
to the ſame State of Impotence ; that an infinite Being , 
exiſts alone, and reſolves to communicate his Perfectiom tern 
to ſome Creatures, and tô manifeſt himſelf to Man, the {Weme 
moſt perfect Piece of his Power. Immediately one Ha 
calls a glorious Fabrick from an eternal Nothing, uniform 
in Variety, and various in Uniformity : A Creature dig- 
nified with Reaſon, ſet off with Senſes, and enrich d with 
a hundred noble Qualities, marches at the Head of this 
new- born Multitude: He admires at the ſtately Architec- 
ture of the Infant World, the Multiplicity of Parts, the 
ſtupendious Contrivance and Harmony of the whole: 
Can he, or his Poſterity, by the Force of Reaſon, come to 
the Knowledge of the Deity that made it? According to 
your Principle they cannot. For rho' we ſuppoſe this 
new - fram d World a thouſand Times more perfect, than 
that we live in, they may conclude it was Eternal, as now 
you do, and they have a better Plea, becauſe we ſup- 
poſe it more perfect. Tis true, the firſt Man knows he 
is not Etern il, but of what Standing the World is, or 
how he comes to be, is a Myſtery: He may aſcribe his 
good Luck to Chance, or his own Nature, as well as gat 
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zut ik we come to his Deſcendants, they will be at 2 
nzzle for the Original of their Genealogy: They can 
[ive at the Knowledge of it, either by Tradition or 
deaſon; and if by either, or both theſe Means, they can 
de aſcertain d they had a Beginning, why are not you 
ſur d we had one? For which way ſhall they meet with 
more diffuſive Tradition, or more pregnant Arguments 
han we have for the Beginning of this World? If the 
tructure of the new-ſuppos'd World be admirable to A- 
azement, that of the old is furprizing : If there ap- 
car in the Conſtitution of that, as many Characters of 
ſiſdom and Power, as Parts; the very Blind may read 
s many in the Frame of this: That may open us a Per- 
pective of Miracles, and this unfolds a Scene of Won- 
ers: If therefore in ſpight of Tradition and Reaſon, in 
dight of the moſt viſible Characters of Wiſdom and 
Power ; in fine, maugre as many Wonders as there are 
Objects without us, or Veins, Muſcles, and Arteries 
ithin us, Atheiſts deny this World had any other Au- 
thor than its own Neceſſity and Independency ; why may 
got the Atheiſts of the new World elude the Force of 
dition and Reaſon by your wretched Evaſion? They 
my certainly entrench themſelves: in the Hypotheſis of 
ternity, and out-face (by your Example) downright 
Demonſtration. F 
Theo. Tho indeed theſe new Gentlemen would be 
t a VMonplus, as well as we; and I believe that would 
ie Incredulity with this, yet God might manifeſt him- 
{lf many Ways: Firſt, By infuſing into all Men as clear 
i Conviction of his Being, as we have of the firſt Prin- 
tiples of Reaſon. 3 By teaching them ſome De- 
nonſtration, that he created the World, which lies out 
ck sight. And Thirdly, By divine Revelation. Theſe 
1 are very feaſible, and I fancy would do the 
ulineſs, _ | 1 4 % „ ming: 3, 
Euſeb. Firſt, All thoſe Ways are ſupernatural: Now 
tis very ſtrange that Omnipotence ſhould want Power to 
ane a Work capable to point out to a rational Creature 
s divine Contriver, without the Aſſiſtance of Miracles. 
e hut again, tho God ſhould infuſe into all thoſe Inhabi - 
r ants of the new World, as clear a Knowledge of their 
is WW biin, as of the firſt Principles, Do you think all De- 
u: es would vahiſh at the Approach of that glaring 
| | | Light? 
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Light? Have not Men denied the Truth of theſe ger 
Principles in ſpight of Conviction, altho' they had 1 
bother Temptation to be fooliſh, but the Pleaſure of con 
tradicting? And why ſhould you expect in your Cafe | 
more reaionable Procedure? Eſpecially when the Omi. 


potent Motives of Lewdneſs and Epicuriſm, that debayq 


our Underſtanding, would corrupt and bribe thein: 
or they may oppoſe againſt Demonſtration theſe Arg 
ments which ſupport your Obſtinacy, and buoy up you 
Infidelity. I cannot conceive how it is poſſible for u 
Infinite Mercy, and an Infinite Juſtice, to meet in the 
ſame Subject, how Juſtice can pardon, or Mercy puniſh: 
therefore, there is no ſuch hing. 
Io fay ſomething can be made of nothing, is to ck 
upon Reaſon, to build new Principles upon the Ruin d 
the old, and by Conſequence to break down the Incl» 
ſure between Sophiſtry and: Demonſtration, Truth and 
Falſhood; therefore the World was not created: Nay, tut 
poſſible to be ab æterno, therefore it wat. What Evi 
dence can be ſecure from the: Attempts of theſe Argu- 
ments? They dare attack Euclid, and huff Apolbniit; 
If reſolute Denials paſs content for Proofs, and Poſſibi. 
lities for Demonſtrations, we paſs all Things on'Cour- 
teſy. A Man that dares look a Fool in the Face, my 
do ſtrange Execution; he may deny us into Nothing, 
and by the ſly Turn of a Poſſibility, demonſtrate us out 
of Being. 12 5 2 þ NOS TL p 
Theo. Nay, a Man that is, reſolv'd - to'ipuſh Folly 
Home, may puzzle a fix Form Philoſopher, yet the De- 
feat of the one, will prove more glorious than the Vide 
ry of the other; but then I thought Evidence carried all 
before it, and captivated more Underſtandings than tie 
Grand Seignior has enflav'd Chriſtians. 
Euſcb. Evidence .indeed- is generally victorious, but 
oftentimes 'tis over-match'd : A Man ſeconded by Prejir 
dice or Intereſt, ſtands immoveable: You muſt change 
his Circumſtances before he will alter his Opinion: Hi 
Underſtanding never changes Sides, unleſs Intereſt mar- 
ches off firſt : But when this. wheels about, that follow 
through a thouſand Errors. The Sun has Beams enough 
not only to fill, but even to dazzle a well-Jdiſposd Eye; 
but if a Film croffes the Pupil, or a Cataract interpoſes 
between the Chryſtal, in Spight of Liglit the Organ T7 
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mains in Obſcurity, and the Patient finds the Effects of 
Nicht, and the Horror of Darkneſs at Mid-day : Thus 
ve Cauſe ſtands with the Underſtanding : I grant thoſe 
People we talk of would have Proofs ſufficient to content 
: well-diſpos'd Underſtanding, and ſo have you; but 
if they are haunted with the Spirit of Diſpute and Ob- 
dinacy, if Intereſt ſtands againſt Creation and God, the 


Fumes interpoſe ; and when tis thus diſmonnted, Eyi- 
lence by a kind of Antipariſtaſis produces Qbſtinacy, not 
onviction, and rather hardens the Heart, than ſoftens 
he Brains VVV 5 
Your ſecond Means is expos'd to the fame Exceptions: 
do not queſtion but God can diaw a Legion of De- 


monſtrations from the Conſtitution of the World to e- 
Ws he made it, which are not within the reach of 
er Knowledge: Yet if the new-found World. Atheiſts 


are of the ſame. Temper with thoſe of our Horizon, they 
ill difpute their Ground, and never ſurrender, till 
he Fire of Hell acts upon Senſe, and ſo conveys Truth 


oth as needleſs and impoſſible, what hinders them from 


rations theſe groundleſs Conjectures, that ſupport your 
Incredulity ? If you fay a Man that dares fly in the 
Face of Evidence, is a Monſter, - that he ought rather 


ee caned than argu'd in Reaſon, you are in the Right; 
90. but theſe Monſters over- run the World, they are grown 
e common, that they rather pleaſe than aſtoniſh ; for 
the ow an inflexible Obſtinacy, and a mighty Wit are be- 

ene Synonymous ; and 'tis far more warrantable and 
bit nodiſh to ſtand cloſe to Intereſt, than to yield to the 
ej Force of Reaſon. | Ip bf | | F 8 8 
nge [ cannot gueſs why Revelation ſhould prove more 


ways accompany'd with ſome Abſurdiry ; and though 


mare 
ows "tf Iluminate, they leave us in the Dark: An unwary 
gh Man may eaſily be deluded, he may miſtake Tempta« 
bye; den for Inſpiration, and the Voice of God for the Spirit 
zoſes nication: We remember yet what mad Pranks 
1 fe- 


W Fathers ſaw the laſt Age, when People rebell'd by 
cp F divine 


intellect falls preſently into Diſorder, Miſts ariſe, and 


into the Underſtanding by eternal Sufferings: For as you 
againſt the common Vote of Mankind, againſt the 
lain Conviction of Reaſon) caſt Creation out of Doors, 


following your Foorſteps, and oppoſing to all Demon- 


8 


efectual, than Demonſtration ; theſe inward Lights are 
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Revelation; fo they who love Libertiniſm look up 


434 The Gentleman Inſtructed. 


divine Impulſe, and executed their Prince on a Scaffoll 
by Revelation; when they bled their Fellow-Subjea 
Purſes, and then their Veins, by the Command of 
Spirit; when they tranſgreſs'd God's Laws by Providens 

and thoſe of Nature by Inſpiration : And as Men find 
tically inclin'd, take every Impulſe of Paſſion for Grid 


Revelation it ſelf as an Illuſion, they will admi 
thing Divine, but Senſuality, they Emine Truth by 

Standard of Pleaſure, and whatever baulks Appetite, is 
Spleen and Viſion : One would think the Revelation g 
the World's Creation made ſo many Thouſand Years aw 
to Moſes, is certain almoſt to Evidence; it has under 
gone the examen of Ages, and the Criticiſm of obftinate 
Incredulity, it has triumph'd over Ignorance, conquer( 
Malice, and ſham'd thoſe it could not convince; Ido ngt 
| ſee how a particular Revelation can be more perſuaſive 
than that which has been put a thouſand times to the 
Teſt; nor how this can force an Underſtanding againf 
the Pyaſs of Intereſt, that will not come over to theo 
ther: Für ſtill you may run to you old Retrenchment 
The Her d was Poſſible ab æterno; therefore it was ab as 
no; id eff, you may take Begging the Queſtion for Pi 
ving, and Impudence for Reaſon. 

T beo. What think you; if God ſhould take you an 
me by the Hair, as you fancy an Angel did Habainh 
and poſt us away to the imaginary Spaces above the En 
pyreum? If he ſhould appear in Majeſty, and regale out 
Sight with a Scene of Creation ? : 

En ſeb. Why; I think you would be amazed, but nd 
convinc'd ; you mounted an Atheiſt, and would retum 
One. | 5 | 
Theo. That's ſtrange! 85 
- Enſeb. Tis ſo indeed; yet not more ſtrange, than that 
after ſo many Proofs of a Divinity, you remain in In 
delity: For if God did appear be muſt borrow ſome ſet 
ſible Shape; humane Eyes are too feeble to gaze vp 
a Spirit: The Glory of a Divinity dazzles them: Thef 
ſink under the Splendor of the Gmnipotent. Now, le 
has appear'd already under the Form of Fire and Smoak 
to a whole Army, not able to bear his Majeſty, and thi 
Appearance is made fo credible, that he who will not be 
lieve ſo many thouſand Eyes, muſt be a Fool to a 
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wo: Again, how do you know but this World eter- 
al;y floared (like a ſwimming Ifland) in the vaſt O-ean 
thoſe imaginary Spaces? And by a lucky Puff of 
hance, or Storm of Atoms, was wafted over to you in 
he Nick of Time? Theſe Caſualties are (I hope) poſ- 
ble : Beſides, that unlucky Principle, ex nihilo nibil fit, 
icht gravel your Underſtanding above, as now it does 

low, for Situation makes no Alteration in Truth or 

\Iſchood; if it be evident here, it will be evident there; 

nd if it appear Sophiſtry in the New World, why ſhould 

t paſs for Demonſtration in the Old ? Bur if this thould 

lance to work upon you, your Fellow Atheiſts would 

e where they are, unleſs God ſhould fall upon new 

ceations, and cure their Infidelity by condeſcending to 

heir Pride, and farisfying their Curioſity : But then you 

vould condemn him to a Drudgery more inſupportable 

han that of looking after Flies. He muſt (it ſeems) 

Vork, if not for his Living, at leaſt for Adoration: He 
nuſt fawn on Arheiits to deſerve their Protection, and 

erre an Apprenticeſhip to be acknowledg'd for their 

aſter. 15 


IK r & K KN 2 K. c . . 
DIALOGUE XXII 
The moſt planſible Exceptions of Atheiſts againſt the World's 


Creation are refuted. ; 
ab.] Have done with my Arguments, which muſt 
be very ſatisfactory, unleſs you can invalidate 
hem by urgent Reaſons, and prove by Evidence a priori, 
Ir at leaſt from the very Nature and Conſtitution of the 
World, that it was impoflible to be made: Favour me 
terefore with a ſhort Liſt of your Reaſons, range them 
it you pleaſe) in Rank and File, draw them up to the 
> Advantage, and make the moſt of them; yet I fancy, 
men all is done, you muſt eſtabHhth the World's Eternity 
V begoing heartily, not by proving it; and if ſtay, 
you evince it by Reaſon, the World may have an 


| 14. 
= before you prove Hazard or Neceſlity give it a Be- 
ein ing. | EN | K 
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* e IEF an... . 
— nas. 3 Sp LA — 6. gh. 2 Rr 
r c c ts OT * : 


yi —— — . ů—ů —— ___ 
* 


our Underſtanding. This Doctrine muſt be ſupport 
on the Ruins of firſt Principles, and whoſoever aber 


to be the Standard and Meaſure of all others. Ex nilil 


does on our Eyes; and we can as ſoon find Night y 
Mid-day, as Fallacy in the Axiom; yet if we adnit 


fame Authority caſheer all others, and then (as blint 
Men) we ſhall walk in the Dark, we ſhall diſcout 
without Rule, argue without Reaſon, and (like the Dq 


monſtration. ET g 

CSrecondhy, Tis an undoubted Maxim in Philoſoply, 
that to boulſter up an Opinion, we muſt not multi) 
things without eceſlity, Non ſunt multiplicanda antes 


an omnipotent, wiſe, and juſt Creator, with a thouſanl 
other pompous Titles, both unintelligible and frightful! 
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Theo. In the firſt place; we cannot give the Woll 
a beginning without forcing Reaſon, and impoſing q 


it muſt abjure thoſe great Truths, that Mankind avon 
nibil fit is the common Voice of Nature; tis too da 
to be prov'd it ſhines on the Underſtanding as the Gy 


Creation, we muſt daſh out this Principle, and by th 


in the Fable) chop at the Shadow for the Subſtance, i, 
we ſhall miſtake Falſchood for Truth, and Error for De 


fine Neceſſitate. Now there is no need to forge an infinite 
Being, for the World might be of it ſelf ab æterno: The 
moſt ſubrle Logician in the World, can never make it 
appear, that tie Hypotheſis implies a Contradiction i 
Terminis, or even by Inference. To what purpoſe do 
we entangle our ſelves in Difficulties? Why do we frame 


Have Fears and Apprehenſions ſuch raviſhing Charm 
Cannot our 5 be pleas d, unleſs they at 
1 ? Nor be ſatisfied, unleſs we hang them on it 
Tenrers. | 

Thirdly, A Thouſand Parts of the Univerſe ſeem not 
only ſuperfluous, but noxious : They are too vile ev 
to make a Show, and are only fit to increaſe the Nun: 
ber of Creatures, ſo that they reach not the Quality 
Mutes, that ſerve (at leaſt) for Pomp and Oftentation:? 
Yet were they barely without Employment, witho 
Station or Deſign, I would let them lie quiet in the dat 
of Idleneſ:, but alas, they were Executioners by Nature 
as well as Office, and enter into the World to plague it: 
For Example, if there were a God, can you imagine p 
would ſo far abaſe his Power, or proſticute his Wiser 


Cd 
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as to produce Lice and Fleas ? That he would foul his 
Fingers with Toads? Or condemn his Omnipotence to 
lig Flies out of Dunghills? Methinks it would ſuit bet- 
er with three grand Attributes of a Deity, Power, Viſ- 
m, and Goodneſs, to clear the World of theſe Plagues, 
han to ſtock it: Plagues I call them, for their very End 


he leaſt troubleſome moleſt him. You know, Sir, what 
; Figure Domitian makes in Story, for his unbeſeeming 
Diverſions; if it be beneath a Man to ſlay Vermin, tis 
ertainly below God to make them. Had I an Inclina- 


ow if theſe Inſects were not created, why ſhould I ad- 
ita creating Principle of any thing elſe ? Come, Sir, 
et us ſay rather, all things were of themſelves, than 


ow the Care of an infinite Majeſty, and the Power of 


1 he Omnipotent. I am perſuaded tis leſs irrational to 
k leny a God, than to aſſign him the moſt ſordid Employ- 
el ens; firſt, of producing Lice, Fleas, and Toads, and 
en of conſerving them. I have many other Exceptions 
 22inſt your Opinion; but theſe ſuffice to diſcard it even 


ff Probability. 


I erſuade himſelf the World was the Product of Neceſ- 
or Chance, without affronting Reaſon, and tricking 
"ov Underſtanding : Toally thoſe infinite Perfections of 


tternity and Independence, with the Vileneſs of creeping 
nſects, is to bring to one Centre, Extreams that can never 
ect: Tis to raiſe Vermin above their Level, and pull 
lown thoſe vaſt Perfections below theirs: Tis to inveſt 
Loads and Frogs with the Appurtenances of the Divinity, 
nd to cloath em, like the Daw in the Fable, with gaudy 


bod Author of the World, we ſtumble upon no Abſur- 
ly: For tho the World be a ſtately Work, yet I con- 
ave it neither ſurpaſſes the Power, nor the Skill of a 
oſt powerful, and moſt wiſe Artiſt. Omnipotence has 
ertzinly an excellent Knack at making, and an infinite 
m at contriving. Seeing therefore the Perfection of 


; Miſchief : Some torment a Man, others kill him, and 
ion to believe the World was made, I would turn M. 


ichean, and rather admit two firſt Principles than one: 


ſote God the D:udgery of making them. They are be- 


Exſeb. You have propos d your Difficulties, I will 
eturn an Anſwer. To the firſt, indeed a Man cannot 


lumes that belong to another: But when we make 


e Work is not above the Abilities of the Architect, we 
| F f 3 N 
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juſtly degraded : Nor will other Maxims be involvd in 


with open Arms, as Ocellus and Ariſtotle did: Vet in this 


rations ſuppoſe a Subject; and in this Senſe I ſay of your 


F 
| | 
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do not on this Account tranſgreſs any known DPrincjgh 
if we aſcribe it to him. _ 5 f 
Indeed by admitting Creation, I banifh your ex jj 
nibil fit, from the Number of Principles; but I do not y 
all intrench upon Nature, nor encroach upon the Pres 
tive of the Underſtanding by out-lawing it : 'Tis ovily 
of Intruſion; and holds the Place by the Favour of I 
rance: Thoſe People who firſt Principled it, were withoy 
Principles themſelves, they knew not the extent of Omi 
potence, nor invaded its Privileges. An omnipotent Pon 
er can do any thing that is poſſible, i. e. that implies not 
Contradiction: Show me (if you can) a Contradidin 
that an All. power ful Being ſhould nile ſomething withou! th 
Help of previous Matter; if you cannot, your Princigh I 


its Diſgrice ; they Il keep their Poſt in ſpight of Oppoſii, 
on, and receive Submiſſion from Reaſon, where-eer they 
meet it: But if you ſuffer your Maxim to be reſtrain\, 
and not let it ramble into the other World, I'll embrace it 


Caſe it will ſignify no more than that all natural Gene. 
Nene 
Principle, what one faid of Exclid's firſt Demonſtration 
They were ſo plain, that an Aſs could not miſs them: In 
Word, ew nihilo nihil fit. Nature can give Being and 


Life to no new Productions unleſs ſhe has a Subject to 7. 
work on: In this Point ſhe has no Prerogative above 2 rid 
Carver, tho in the other ſhe far exceeds, for her Works v 
are more fine and delicate; ſhe gives Life, the others Skill N han 
ſtops at Figure: But if we look upon God, your Principle I fron 
is out of Doors; he cannot only work on Matter, but Wl der, 
make it: This argues, you'll ſay, an Exceſs of Power: Milf fo; 
*Tis true, but yet it does not out-ſtretch Omnipotence. Wi and 
To the Second, I anſwer, your Argument faulters in and 
every Part; it proves too much, and by Conſequence jut ] wer: 
nothing: It ſtands for either fide of the Contradiction, Will «ter 
and therefore ſupports neither. For as you argue thus, WW and 
*T was poſſible for the World to exiſt of it ſelf, therefore v plai 
muſt not father it upon any ſuperior Agent: So by the ſame Bl prel 
Logick I may conclude, that either all the Materials, E 
that compoſe London rang'd themſelves in that fine Order defe 
we ſee them, or that Chance and Hazard blunder d uf den 
on it, becauſe either way is poſſible: Nay, methinks your n Vas 


Argument 
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,oument pleads for any Abſurdi:y: 'Tis poſſible for 
tones to ſpeak, theretore for ought we know they do 
hen they are alone, and if they keep Silence in our Com- 
any, tis out of the ſame Policy Baboons were mute in 
imerica, (as the Indians told the Spaniards,) viz. to avoid 
heir Cruelty. Tis poſſible for an excellent Watch to 
art up from a caſual Combination of Atoms; let us 
herefore out- law] Tompion, and tranſport the whole Com- 
any of Watch-makers into Virgina to plant Tobacco; 
heir Art is ſaperfluous in England, as well as their Per- 
ons, ſince Poſſibility has ſet up Shop, Watches will pour 
n upon us by Thouſands, we may take them up as the 
Feys did Quails, and when we have made our own Pro- 
ſion, pleaſure a Friend with half a Dozen. FA 

Theo. You are in a Vein of Pleaſantry, but Arguments 
we ſeldom laught out of Countenance If Poſſibility be 
2 weak Proof, Mirth is a feeble Solution. 5 

Euſeb. You wrong me, Sir, Iam as ſerious as the Mat- 
ter wil! bear, and if my Diſcourſe has any thing of Mirth, 
you are beholden to the Subject for the Diverſion. A 
Buffoon under a grave Diſguiſe, may be miſtaken for a 
Wvenerable Alderman, but when he is cas'd, the Alderman 
retires to make room for Scaramouch. To treat Foole- 
ries with Reſpe&, is to miſplace Ceremony, and not to 
lay them open, is but a Degree from abetting them. 

Theo. If Contempt can baffle an Argument, the moſt 
irit Demonſtrations are not ſecure: By your leave, Sir, 
you either miſtake the ſtreſs of my Reaſon, or fling in a 
handful of piquant Railleries to evade it: Pray attend; 
from this Antecedent, 'T was poſſible for the World to be ab 
derno 4 ſe, this Inference follows, therefore it did exiſt: 
For if the World was poſſible ab æterno, tis a neceſſary | 
and independent Being, but tis evident that a neceſſary 
and independent Being is Eternal, therefore if the World 
were pollible ab aterno, tis manifeſt it did exiſt 4 ſe ab 
&erno; and therefore, all Recourſe to a Deity is vain 
and ſuperfluous. What Abſurdity can be found in ſo 
plain a Diſcourſe, but that a Man of Wit did not com- 
prehend it? 10 5 Li tf. 
Euſcb. Your Arguments with theſe Amendments is ſtill 
ekective; it proves not at all the Queſtion, bur impus 
(ently begs it. For it amounts to this, that the World 
Ve ab eterno, therefore it was ab eterno. If you intend 
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to make any thing of your Enthymem, prove firſt the An nat c 
witch the Conſequence. Now I have already proy' th 


mean time, methinks this Argument proves as forcibh 
the Contradiction of your T hefss ; "T was not poſſible fir th 
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cedent, and with Reaſon; for till that be eftabliſh'd, no 
Four Hands, and till you have evinc'd that 'twas poſſi 


on muſt lie dormant. 


Random, either marks a gu ride, ora ſuperlative | 


a Watch, which are ſuperfluous, unleſs you comprehenl 


would con:lude very ill, that ſuch a Wheel was needleſs 


not, pray diſſect them, and expoſe the Anatomy to out 
_ Contemplation ? If you do, you are unfit to fit on the 


defective, if there were no Degrees, no Order of Pete 


tecedent, and then we will conſider what is to be done 
World could not poſlibly exiſt ab eterno (as you ſuppoſe 
without any other Proof than a bare Aſſertion. In the 
World to exiſt of it ſelf ab æterno, therefore it did wi, Melts 


You will put me without doubt to the Proof of the Ante Mike 


thing can be concluded: But then the ſame talk lies on 


for the World to exiſt of it ſelf ab æterno, your Conclu: 


Io the third I anſwer: To pronounce on things f 


Norance : You cannot judge which Springs are uſeful in 


the Frame of that artificial Fabrick ; and certainly you 


becauſe you did not underſtand: its Office. The Woll 
is a curious Engine compos d of Ten Millions of ſecret 
Springs, do you know the Nature of each? If you & 


Bench ; your Sentence is both raſh and erroneous, anl 
you deſerve to ſtand at the Bar for having diſgrac d tht 
Tribunal. You muſt remember this Axiom of St. Th. 
mas, Perfecta Bonitas in rebus creatis, non inveniretur, ni 
eſſet ordo Bonitatis ; the Perfection of Creatures would be 


Ron : We ſhould tarniſh the Luſtre and impair the Beaw 
ty of the Univerſe, if we diminiſh'd the Maltitude f 
temper d the Diſproportion of ſo many Things, that 71 
moſt admirable Diſſention, and a moſt concording Dib 


cord conſpire to the Grace and Harmony of the whole: Wl fi 


Glad you been calld to Counſel by the Maker of the Bill ft 
World, you would have perſuaded him to frame it all of Wl a 
Gold or Diamond: ; as that unskilful Painter, who no in 
being able to copy out the charming Features of Helen, . 
hid them together with his Ignorance under an embr0 Wl * 
dered Manteau, and ſo inftead of a fair Woman, drewinẽo Wl 2 
thing but ſhining Drapery. No Creature is Taper U 
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hat can proclaim its great Maſter's Glory and Majeſty * 
iis is a noble Employment, worthy of the Seraphims, 
Net not above the Capacity of Flies and Spiders. Vile 
Inſects are quickned by the Almighty, and nothing but 


vour Alexanders and Ceſars, was never able to breath 
Life into a Worm: The one pillag d the Eaft indeed, and 


„ elter'd in Blood and Slaughter of Innocents ; the other 
like a Tempeſt ſwept all the Weſt before him; yet after 
„ chey had butcher'd a Million of Men, they were not able 
(to give Life to a Catterpillar : Beſides, how dare you 
term theſe poor Creatures idle, of whom God makes uſe 
co confound the Pride of Atheiſts, and to read continual 


Leſſons of Humility to all Men? Theſe Gentlemen are 


incredulous, becauſe they over-rate their Parte; they ſup- 
» WE poſe, if there were a God, their piercing Wits would 
n WY make ſtrange Diſcoveries, and becauſe the Majeſty of a 
( WY Deity dazles their battiſh Fye-fight, they rather chuſe to 
1 plunge into Infidelity, than to acknowledge their Igno- 
s WY rance: To cure this inſolent Frenzy, God has flung theſe 


puny Creatures in your way ; he bids you examine the 
fine Contexture of each Part if you can, the Uſe of every 
Muſcle, the Nature of their Souls, and of all thoſe hidden 


ut a Pprings that cauſe Life and Motion; and when you 
have learnt this A, E, O it will be time enough to aſcend 
co more ſublime Contemplation. Now, Sir, neither you, 
it BY or the greateſt Philoſopher that ever breath d, can give a 
vB tolerable Account of the moſt deſpicable Inſect: You know 
6 WY neither its Nature, nor half its Properties: You are as 
be ill inform'd of its Cauſes, as of its Effects; and the va- 
. nous Syſtems of Generation and Corruption are but ſo 
many Demonſtrations of God's Power, and Man's Weak- 
a neſs. So that God lays before you theſe Vermin as a Re- 
1 nedy againſt Pride, and what is more, againſt Atheiſm 2 
ib BY He blunts thoſe Darts you level againſt him by interpo- 
le: WY ung Flies and Lice; he difarms your Infolence, and 
firikes out of your Hands thoſe Arguments you imploy 


2ainſt him. I cannot (ſay you) comprehend God; an 
n infinite Being paſſes my Conception; therefore there is no 
1 eb Thing: You might as well infer, That all you ſee is 
o thing but a Scene of Fallacy and Illuſion ; that you 
10- % 2nd J are mere Fantaſms and Spectres, the Product of 
” Lnagination; for there is not one ſingle thing * 

| | Wolle 


an Omnipotent Hand can frame them: The Power ef 
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Properties of a Worm; you are a Stranger even in your 
own Houſe; though you Think, Speak, and Move; 


a K 8 — 8 * — 
b 


ſuch ordinary and trivial Inſtances, who flags under the 
Conſideration of almoſt nothing) will be ſo bold, and at 


becauſe he cannot comprehend it? Now, though all thoſe 
things you are pleas d to call idle, had no other End, but 


RR” in . s * %, * 0 2 * * * e 


to their deluded Fellow- Creatures, and to their omnips 


Value for our Bodies; we rack our Thoughts, and even 


pamper d at the Expence of our Souls, tho' they burn for 


ſhews us what our idoliz d Bodies are by the Infection 


this humbling Spectacle of Mortality frights us more et: 


ſpair. Did theſe poor Gentlemen, who whine away at? 


Grace,) will be transform'd, not only into the Throne, 
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whole Maſs of Creation, you comprehend. Your Ut. 
derſtanding falls under the Weight of a Straw, you can 
not tell whether it has Parts or no Parts, before the Dj. 
viſion; you know neither the Nature of a Stone, nor the 


Thoughts, Speech, and Motion puzzle you; we have Af. 
ſurance indeed there is ſuch things, but if we preſs the 
Inquiry a little farther, we muſt expect ſmall Sarisfagi. 
on. What Man (who finds his Underſtanding pos d by 


the ſame time ſo fooliſh as to queſtion God's Exiſtence, 


to gravel the great Pretenders to Omniſcience to confound 
their Pride, and to heal their unreaſonable Incredulity 
by Induction, they would render very good Service both 
ten „ 

Beſides, we have a particular Tenderneſs, as well a 


torment our Conſciences to pleaſe them; they muſt be 


the Debauch hereafter. To cure this raging Tranſpott, 
God applies a loathſome, but ſovereign Remedy: Ht 


of Lice, Wirms, and Toads they produce: And oftentimes 


fectually to our Duty, than the Proſpect of the torment- 
ing Inſtruments of Fire and Brimſtone, Darkneſs and De- 


Female's Feet their Happineſs, Money, and Souls too, but 
ſeriouſly conſider, that the Object ot their Worſhip muſt 
once become Food to thoſe vile Creatures you both col 
temn and abhor; that thoſe Eyes they admire to Ado- 
ration, will once ſet in Duſt, and be drown'd in Putrefadli- 
on; that thoſe Cheeks (that Frenzy ſtiles the Seat of the 


but even into the Nature of Toads, Worms, and Serpent 
did they (1 ſay) but conſider theſe obvious, but movi 
Truths, they would remove their Affections to thoſe noble 
Objects, and then they would confeſs Vermin is mo 
uſeful than they imagin d. = Agalny 
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Again, all theſe Creatures have many uſeful Properties 
we know, and more we know not : Lice, Snails, and 
Ihr are Remedies for ſome Diſeaſes, and I have been 
acquainted with thoſe who admir'd a Ragout of Mag gots. 


dotes againſt Poiſon; and af ſometimes they kill, they as 
often ſave. A Soupe of Vipers is a Medicine both mo- 
diſh and wholeſome ; it ſweerens the Blood, and inſpirits 
it, Certainly things endow d with ſuch excellent Qua- 
lities are neither ſuperfluous nor idle : No, no! They 
both benefit the World, and adorn ir. Deus, ſays S. Aa- 


ws eſt, ut minor non fit in parvis, que parva non ſud grau- 
ditate que nulla eſt, ſed artificis ſapientia metienda eff 
God is ſo great a Workman in great thing-, that he is 
not leſs in ſmall ones; they are not to be meaſured by 
their Greatneſs, becauſe they have none, but by the 
Wiſdom of the Artiſt, - _ JJ pins Ae 
In fine, to conclude with Wikiam Biſhop of Paris, Na- 
citur aranea cum lege, libro & lucerna. God has inſtructed 
all Creatures in every Point of their Duty: The very 


and knows its Leſſon as ſoon as tis able to learn it. At 
the firſt Signal of the Omnipotent, they all fall to work : 
The Bee makes innocent Inroads upon Flowers, the Sull- 
norm ſpins out its own Entrails, and weaves Royal Robes 
for Princes, the Fiſh ſport in the Waters, the Beaſts of 
&rvice expect the Commands of their Maſters, and ſmall 
Led, tho' dead, give Life to Trees, which bring Men 
both Pleaſure and Profit. Nothing is idle; nothing 
refratory in the World but Men, who abuſe their Li- 
deny to their Shame, and miſpend the precious Moments 
of their Lives to their eternal Ruin. 


would ſay guilty to the other. For certainly a thing 
too inconſiderable to fill any Office in the vaſt Empire of 
the Univerſe, muſt be meanly provided with Abilities. 
| luppoſe, Sir, your Apprehenſion takes the juſt Meaſure 
of Things, that it never over-flouriſhes Objects, but a- 
dees exactly with the Pattern: Your judgment is ſquar d 
iy the Model in the Apprehenſion, and if this be exact, 
lat cannot well be miſtaken ; Now I have heard Gold 


If Toads and Vipers are poiſonous, they alſo afford Anti- ; 


ſin, Lib. II. de Civ. Cap. 22. ita artifex magnus in mag- 


Spider brings into the World its Rules, Book, and Torch, 


From the Superfluities of Inſects you ſtep over to their 
Vileneſs; and indeed, if the firſt Fault were prov'd home, 


ſhines 


— 
OC 


- — —— —— ́ — — . — —— — —U—ä—6— 
= 5 — —— . 2 — — 
— 2 $4 E 4 rr 
- ——_— SS A Dn WT * 
= — A — 


22 — . ˖ ˖————— oat, «re 
— yr ors — rr — — . LL 
— — —— —— . — {ee — 
n —_— == agen, — 8 7 . WE * r 
n . . & Aa: oe 
3 FO _ — — = > — —— mm 
* — VIS - 


= — 
a ts 


444 The Gentleman Inſtructed. 


ſhines very gloriouſly on your Head, and that you fig 
Diamonds ſparkle more in your Cabinet, than in that ct 
the great Mogul: Theſe things you judge neither beloy 
your Care, nor your Eſteem; and ſhould I venture n 
call them a baſe Lumber, vile Minerals, or childih 
Trifles, you would ſuſpect my Prudence: Yet all th 
Diamonds of the Golcwndian Mines, all the Oar of Pu 
falls ſhorr of the Perfection of the vileſt Animal. Gali 
may ſhine, but cannot breath; Diamonds may glitte 
but cannot move; an Inſect crawls in a more e ernte 
Sphere; it lives, and this ſole Prerogative is above the 
Reach and Capacity of Metal; indeed theſe things ar 
| handſomely varniſhed ; and tis the Colour alone tha 
juſtifies your Eſteem ; and makes ſome Atonement fat 
8 2 Dotage. If therefore you have not quite forſaken 
Reaſon, either eſteem Gold or Jewels leſs, or Inſects mor; 
if thoſe are vile, you muſt think of a new World to et: 
preſs the Baſeneſs of the ot er. 14 
cannot diſmiſs this Argument, till I have brought the 
Epicurean Part of it to examen. 'Tis below the Maxi 
of God (you ſay) to extend his Care to the Direction 
and Conſervation of ſuch deſpicable Creatures ; and then 
very philoſophically you infer he does not; but becauſe 
this does not ſerve your Turn, you advance a Step, and 
tell us they may as well come into the World without lis 
Help, as continue without it. 
Your Argument is built on a falſe Eypotheſis; there 
is no Creature deſpicable in the whole Univerſe but the 
proud Atheiſt, who thinks ſo. Hearken to Ariſtotle, who 
ſaw as far into Nature as any of our Libertines, lib. 
de Partu Animal, cap. 5. Viliorum animal ium rationem pr: 
| penſionemque puerili Faſtidio ſpreviſſe dignum nequaqum 
eſt, cum nulla fit res Nature, in qua non mirandum al. 
quid inditum habeatur: To flight the Oeconomy and Fu Wi, 
flion of the moſt imperfect Animal is cbildiſh, ſeeing tbet 
is nothing in Nature ſo minute and inconſiderable, that 5d 
not ſome Qualities worthy of Admiration. The Vilenef of 
the moſt abjet Worm, conſiſts not in the Perfection it 
poſſeſſes, but in thoſe it wants: Tis relatively ſo; and in 
this Senſe, every limited Being is ſuperlatively Vile, ! 
compar'd with the boundleſs Perfection of the Creato. 
But if we conſider them in themſelves, they participi* 


ſome faint Rays of Divine Perfections; they wu 4 
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Feds of his Power, and Objects of his Love, for had 
their Natures no Similitude with the Perfections of God, 
Ihe could not have producd them; and did he not love 
them, he would not: Now to make them worthy both 
ore his Power and Love, and not of his Care, is ridicu- 
Jous and impious. Indeed did we traveſty God into 2 
Chepherd (as the Poets did Apollo ;) did we ſuppoſe he 
eft his Godhead in Heaven, to feed Flocks on Earth, or 
that he took up his Habitation with Piſmires, or lodg'd 
in Dunghills with Worms, your Objection would appear 
reaſonable 3 but we muſt caſt off theſe Anthropomorphite 
Principles. Toad on Earth, he needs not abandon Hea- 
en; nor diſpatch Couriers to intimate his Orders, or 
Deputies to execute em; he is as neceſſarily in all Places, 
as in all Times: He created all things without Labour, 
ad conſerves them without Solicitude. The Manage- 
ment of the World neither takes one Grain from his Hap- 
pineſs, nor adds one; he is as much at Leiſure ſince its 
Tteation as before; and though he be without Embar- 
aſs, he is never Idle. Beſides, though we cannot dabble 
in Pitch without being defil'd, that Aphoriſm of the wiſe 
Man concerns not him; he ſhines in Mire, glitters in 
Dirt, and like the Sun gilds corrupted Carcaſes, without 


oſophy is of the ſame Piece with your Divinity; and 
oth are drawn from the Original of Epicures They are 
00 foolith, methinks, to trepan a wiſe Man, and too 
laſphemous to engage a good Man; and indeed I am 
af perſuaded you laugh at his Syſtem in your Heart, 


ij We"efit of condeſcending Moralities. 
mM Theo. Come, Sir, you have harangu'd enough upon 
tis Subject: Methinks the Chamber begins to ſmell of 
Armin, we have been upon an uncleanly Topick : Io 
c of MF "Courſe of Worms, Toads, and Maggots, looks like tread- 
| its Fels out of Mud; they are unphiloſophical Employ- 
1 in ts, and we will commit the farther Diſcuſſion of the 


2 jo a Committee of Gold-finders, or a Club of Rate- 
5 | 
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ding tainted or ſullied. I therefore conclude your Phi- 


ho you applaud it in publick, and would eaſily deſert 
is Belicf, if you could enjoy (without Remorſe) the 
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DIALOGUE XXII. 


The Seventh Proof. The palpable Abſurdities which fully 
from no G6 p, demonſtrate there is one. 


Euſeb. 1 Omit many othet Arguments that plead mf 


powerfully for a God; in this Number we 
may place Miracles and Prophecies. If ever there wer 
a Miracle, all the Atheiſts fine Hypothefies fall to thy 


Ground, all the Leaves in Windſor Foreſt will not be able 


to hide the Folly of his Incredulity ; for if ever a deat 
Man has been brought back to Life, it muſt have been 
done by a Power above the Energy of Natural Cauſes: 


To revive a dead Man, is as hard as to infuſe Life into 
Marble, and I think all the Abilities of Nature can never 
reach this Operation. Now that ſuch Miracles have been 


wrought in the World, may be made out by as plain 
vidence, as the Nature of paſt Matters of Fact requiie 


j. e. by unqueſtionable Authority, and more can neither 
- rationally be expected nor deſired. 


Again, to foretel things that depend merely upon tle 
Excerciſe of our Free Will, is a manifeſt Argument of: 
God, for an Underſtanding that can foreſee what wil 
happen, by the ſame Perſpicacity muſt know what hu 
happen'd, and 4 fortiori, whatever does actually happen; 
and by conſequence whatever can be known. Now ſuch 
a vaſt extent of knowledge can only ſuit with a Beiny 


infinitely perfect, ar leaſt far ſuperior to Man: Fora 


Pindar takes Notice, Ad futura cecutiunt mentes humane 
Future Events lie out of the Sphere of humane Under 
landings. We ſee nothing but Obſcurity and Darkne 
before us : we cannot tell what Changes, what Revoll- 


tions of Deſigns may be male in our Breaſts before 00 


Morrow; much leſs what other Men will ſay or dot 


hundred Years hence. Whence the Latins call Fore-tellins 


of things, Divinatio, as if it was the peculiar Privileg 
of the Pivinity: And the Prophet Iſaiah bids the Gods 
of the Heathens prove their Title to Worſhip by Prople 
cy. Enunciate qus ventura ſunt in futurum, G ſeiens 
quia Dii eſtis vos. | 


Nov 
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Now it is clear beyond diſpute, that Men have fore- 
od future Events with all their Circumſtances; which 
hey could not do, by the Force of human Wit and Indu- 
ry: Therefore, they receiv'd the Faculty from another 
ho can dive into Futurities, and diſcover all the Wind- 
nos and Meanders of the Hearts of Men to come, as 
ell as of thoſe who are, and have been. I will cull 
ut two or three Prophecies of a hund:ed which may be 


hilſt Jerobo⸗m ſacrific'd on an Altar to Baal, a Prophet 
yd out, Altcre, Altare, hæc dicit Dominus, ecce Filigs 
iſcetur domui David, Joſias Nomine, & immolabit ſuper te 
ucerdotes excel ſorum, qui nunc in te thura ſaccendunt, & 
1 hominum in te incendent. This happen d exactly 36 
ears after the Prophet Iſaiah, c. 41. foretells the Em- 


he Grandeur of the Median, Perſian, Grecian, and Roman 
mpires: Nay, he deſcends to particular Accidents, ſo 


rophecy of future Tranſactions; yet the Event runs e- 


1 le to foreſee things which depend merely upon the Free- 
1 ef Man, and will happen ſome Ages after: But 'tis cer- 
1 that Men have foreſeen things that depended on the 


ree-Will of Man, and did happen ſeveral Ages after they 
re foretold, therefore, there is an Intelligent Being above 
ure. You can only evade the Force of the Argument 


neh denying the Matter of Fact; but when you ſtrike 
en, an evident Abſurdity, and muſt call in all Records, 
e 18"<.i15 not any Story in the World more Authentick, 


8 
4 ut of Fear of being impos'd on, is to play the Fool with 
ling ) b "OO 
ile tien, and to ſtretch Warineſs into Stupidity. I 
G0 end not to deſcant on thoſe two Proofs, nor to draw 
ophe em up to their full Advantage; confront them at leiſure, 
in Hiſtory both ſacred and profane; compare the Text 


ith Events, puſh on the Examen not only to Exactneſs, 


to the Extremity of Criticiſm, only flop within the 
1 ; | Terms 


ound in our Scripture, and deſire you to ſpend a cool 
nd impartial Thought upon them. 1. Reg. cap. 13. 


dire of Cyrus and his Name 200 Years before he was 
zorn. Daniel the Subverſion of the Chaldæan Monarchy, 


hat he ſeems rather to compile a Story of paſt, than a 
en with his Prediction, *tis true to a Letter, and there- 
re to Admiration. Now this alone wounds Atheiſm 


ortally, and ſtabs its grand Principle, There is no God. 
or this Diſcourſe is moſt certain, Nothing in Nature is 


an that of the Scripture : Now to disbelieve all Hiſtory . 
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that come not within the reach of Nature; and therefor 
vou will be oblig'd to acknowledge there is ſomething 


not) by their Name, as well as thoſe that are. 
ent to hear it. 


(you fay) no Providence to watch over the Children 
puniſh Vice; hope of a future Bliſs is but a pleaſing Im- 
and Tyranny? Does it not let in upon us Perfidiouſnel 
| Mire of Laſciviouſneſs? And, in ſhort, to break offal 
abfſurd, than to father ſuch horrid, ſuch univerſal Cot 


God) is, There is a God, who rules, directs, and govem 
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Terms of Reaſon, and expect no greater Evidence thy 
things paſt will bear: Do not firſt paſs Sentence, aul 
then examine Evidences, firſt condemn, and then inquir 
into the Merits of the Cauſe, and Iam confident yy 
will confeſs, things have been both done and foretold, 


that commands Nature, and calls thoſe things (that ar 


| Theo. I will take into Conſideration your Props. 
fals in due Time; but pray read us the Regiſter of Ab. 
ſurdities: This is your preſent Task, and Iam impai. 


Euſeb. I ſhall open my Indictment with an Accufatio 
able to make a Man's Ears tingle, wotwithſtanding you 
Tenets are guilty of the Impeachment. There is no Gol 


of Men, no Goodneſs to teward Vertue, no Juſtice u 


gination, Fear of Torments but a vain Bugbear invented 
by Melancholy, and improvd by Cuſtom ; does not 
this accurs d Doctrine open the Gate to Pride, Arrogance 


Perjury, and Sacrilege? Does it not invite Mankind to 
turn off Shame ? To caſhier Modeſty ? To plunge into the 


Commerce, all Correſpondence with Neighbours, Friend 
and Relations? Now can any thing be imagin'd mor 


ruptions on the firſt greateſt and ſupream Truth? Init 
all Arheiſts do. For as the prime Verity (if there be i 


the Univerſe; ſo if there be none, that mufi be degraded, 
and this ſubſtituted in its Place, There is no God who rules 
dire&s, and governs the Univerſe; but this Trath wil 
extinguiſh Fear, and ſtifle Reverence it lets looſe ill 
whole crowd of Paſſions, and expoſes the World to Ii 
lage and Rapine ; for Men void of Fear, are void of Re. 
ſtraint, and ſo ſet up Appetite for the Standard of al 
their Actions. 5 | : 1 off 
- Secondly, It will follow, that a Falſehood, an Imp% 
bility, a mere Chymert is the Cauſe of Religion of þ 
Kice, Temperance, and Modeſty ; that it is the —Y 
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| eace. Concord, and the very Baſis that ſupports 
f ka 7 Common-wealths ; for the Perſuaſion of 
Deity; the Fear of his Anger, and Hope of his Mercy, 
ve Men more than civil Rewards or Punithments. 
| Ay it not down-right Madneſs, to think that a Chy- 
bel, a mere Fiction, that has no Being, but in ſome 
eluded Brain, ſhould countenance Vertue, and perſuade 
> Should diſcountenance Vice, and load it with Shame 
nd Infamy; whereas the prime Truth in the Atheiſts 
atechiſm, There is no God, leads Men into all Abomi- 
ations. 3 8 8 
Thirdly, It will follow, that Wiſdom ſtifles Vertue, and 
"ror cheriſhes it; for if there be no God, it's Error and 
olly to believe there is one, tis a Piece of Wiſdom to 
and up and proteſt againſt a Forgery, ſo prejudicial to 
ruth, Reaſon, and Senſuality : It's a Piece of Wiſdom 
) maintain that Truth, and Wiſdom are Plagues, not 
nly to particular Men, but even to Societies; that they 
rown Kingdoms in Deluges of Corruption, and cut off 
he Bands of Unity, that knit the Parts together ; thar 
hey muſt be clapt under the Hatches, and condemn'd to 
Jarkneſs and Confinement, as Traytors to Humanity, 
nd Rebels to Government: But then on the other Side, 
follows, that Error and Ignorance ſupport Commerce, 
aintain Tranquility, and enliven Society; that they are 
) be promoted as the Source and Origin of all Good, 
at they enlighten the Underſtanding, poliſh the Will, 
nd not only render People Wiſe, but Good. Cv 
bh, That all thoſe Heroes who have been fa- 
dus, either for Learning or Piety, were wretchedly 
liſtaken in a thing of the higheſt Concern : They fell 
own before an airy Statue of God, forg'd in the Brain, 
ck out of Error, and ſhap'd by Viſton, Cuſtom, an 
Wcation : Whilſt Men, unprovided of Wit, deſtitute 
Conſcience, of profligate 225 and of worſe Princi- 
les, burthenſome to their Countries, and ſcandalous to 
Mir very Species, unravel the Truth, and unmask the 
nnd Impoſture : Before a Man can believe ſo potent an 
Wfurdity, he muſt turn off Reaſon, and conclude that 
de worſt of Men were the beſt ; the moſt illiterate, the 
olt viſe ; and thoſe who have ever juſtly been eſteemd 
ſaanlters, the only Ornaments of our Kind. 
Re Fifthly, That 
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 Impoſlibiliry, if he has no other Being, than what à de. 


And, Secondly, Becauſe they are efficacious Means to di- 


Perſuaſions of a Deity and Providence. Pray, Sir, tell ne, 
are not theſe moſt diſmal Conſequences? Are they notable 
to chill the Blood? And to caſt Humanity into Conyulfions] 
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Fift hh, That to pay Homage and Obedience to (Gy. 
to fear Puniſhment, or hope for Reward, are fooliſh aul 
vain Actions, and wholly oppoſite to Reaſon ; For to fe. 
vere, worſhip, and tremble at a Chymera, is both childif 
and ridiculous. It's unreaſonable and impious into the 
Bargain: If therefore God fits on the ſame Level with an 


laded Underſtanding is pleaſed to give him, he is n 
more to be valued, than all thoſe impoſſible Combinati 
ons that are ſpawn'd by Fancy, and crawl in the Imai 
nation. „ we LOW 

Sixtbly, That Impiety, Sacrilege, and Blaſphemy, ar 
laudable Actions, and agreeable to the moſt inviolable 
Dictates of Reaſon. . For if there be no God, all the Ad 
ons that fly in his Face, that attack his imaginary and; 
uſurp'd Grandeur are good: Fir, Becauſe they are pub- 
lick Proteſtations of a Truth, viz. That there is 4 Gu, 


abuſe Mankind, and to withdraw it from the erroneous 


They cannot be thought on without Horror, nor belierd 
without Fury. Had Ia Hand in the Government, orany 
Power with the Cmmons, I would bring all the Abetten 
of thoſe lewd Tenets within the Statutes of Treaſon. They 


N : ” * 


Ex ſeb. Did you ſee a Raſcal ready to ſet Fire to 1% 
Houſe ; or a Bravo making ar your Breaſt with 2 dat 
Sword, in ſuch Exigencies you would lay afide For 
lity and Ceremony: And I ſuppoſe ſuch extraordint 
Circumſtances would eaſily juſtify a little Smart 


This is our preſent Caſe. By denying a Deity, yo? 1 
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pþ all Reſtraint, you let looſe the whole Kennel of Vices, 
nd hollow in Pride, Rapine, and Crueity, to worry us; 
on do not only lop off the Branches of Subordination 
nd Government, but tear them up by the Roots, and un- 
ermine the very Foundation of Society: We cannot car- 
y on any Commerce, nor live in any Corporation, with. 
hut truſting ſometimes our Neighbour : For it is impoſe 
dle to make all Matters ſo ſure, as to leave nothing to 
oneſty and Honour. Truſt is the Ground, the Baſis 
id firſt Principle of Commerce; without this, we muſt 
and at Defiance with all the World, and place Security 
n our Power alone. Now if there be no Superior to 
we us, no Principle within us that points out Good and 
vil, it's abſurd and fooliſh to truſt any Man; for there 
no Ground for ſuch a Confidence in your Hypotheſis, 
othing that can perſuade a Man to facrifice his Intereſt 
) Truth and Juſtice. - ES, Toy 25 | 

For if there be no God, Man is his own Law, and there- 
re can offend no Body but himſelf ; nay, nor can he 
fend himſelf; for if he be ſupream, whatever he does is 
ght. Let him contrive Plots againſt Church and State; 
t him worry the Innocent, or prey upon the Poor, he re- 
uns Loyal, tho plung'd in Treaſons; ſpotleſs, tho' dipt 
Blood ; and without Sin, though loaded with Crimes. 
ow ſuch Doctrine muſt of Neceſſity unhinge Society, 
nd turn Kingdoms into Heaps of Rubbiſh, and Piles of 
onfuſion; for it withdraws all thoſe Props that ſuſtain 
bedience, and breaks thoſe Bands that cement Unity. 
| Man muſt be made of Ice not to expreſs ſome Concern 
t the Approach of ſo threatning a Danger. 0 

Theo, Of what Danger; 1 

Euſeb. Of our Lives and Fortunes; for nothing can ſe- 
te them but the Impotence of Atheiſts. We are out- 
d by your Principles already; and ſhould quickly be 
apd on the Gallows, did your Power correſpond with 
dur Intentions, at leaſt to your Maxims. But your Forces 
te diſpers d; they are canton'd in Taverns and Bawdy- 


sou ooſes, and its hard to draw them into a Body; ſo that 
auge vovernment ſtands, becauſe you want ſtrength to over; 
rm it: We enjoy Liberty, becauſe you cannot enſlave 


wi Land our Eſtates, becauſe you dare not invade them. 

| Theo. Theſe are reflectin Hints, and rather plead for 
deiyility than a God; I had rather connive at the Affront 
= — than 
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than Revenge it; and attribute it rather to Heat thy 
Advertence. 
Euſeb. Under Favour, Sir, tho' your Tenets raiſe my 
Indignation, I think they deſerve it; yet Paſſion has 
_ dimm'd my Underſtanding: I ſpeak with Reflection; a 
it my Diſcourſe diſpleaſe you, thank your Principles fy 
the Mortification. I ſay again, if there be no God, Ma 
has no Superior; if he has no Superior, he can be ſubjd 
to no Law; he can neither do well nor ill ; for Go 
and Evil are relative Denominations, and ſuppoſe ala 
that prohibits the one, and either commands or counſk 
the other; if he can do no ill, and is perſuaded of thi 
impeccable Prerogative, why ſhall he not glut his Ani 
tion with Treaſons and Murders? His Avarice with l. 
pines ? And his Incontinence with his Proftitutions! 
Theſe Actions ſit very eaſy on Conſcience ; they ſpa 
on Senſe, and charm Nature; nay, according to 
grand Maxim, they deſerve the Name of Vertues, as 
as Obedience, Juſtice, or Chaſtity ; and are more ali 
practis'd than forborn: Indeed, tho you be neither und: 
the Reſtraint of Natural Laws nor Divine, Civil La 
may fright you ſometimes from the Practice; for Atheil 
of all Men dote on their Skin, they love not to make 
publick Intrado into the Old Baily, nor to be cartel 
Ceremony to Hyde-Park-Corner. But then what Gore! 
ment can be ſecure, when Subjects obey merely for vl 
of an opportunity to Rebel? And are only Innocent, 
Intereſt forbids them to be Guilty ? EST 
Theo. This is an odious Subject, pray let us ſtep 0 
it; Tam afraid you will turn Evidence, if Paſſion carl 
you a little farther, and I may be put to the Exigen®) 
ſolving Difficulties at the Bar. I will now return anf 
ſwer to your moſt material Objection. You ſay, if 11 
be no God, that Juſtice, Temperance, Modeſty, and 
bedience flow from a mere Chymera ; that Fiction, 1 
' poſture, and Falſehood ſupport Society; this you ſtorm! 
and throw it among the firſt Claſs of Abſurdities: W 
pray reflect, that Ignorance and Policy at Rome 4k 
 thens ſet up a Multiplicity of Gods, they caryd wy 
all Sizes, and of all Creatures; they perſuaded *. 
gar that their mute Statues puniſh'd Vice, and my 
ed Vertue, This Impoſture cheated many into Juſt 
Chaſtity, and Obedience, You cannot deny, but 
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rere imaginary, that they were as void of Senſe, as of 
Reaſon, and were ſo far from being able either to protect 
heir Proſelytes, or chaſtiſe their Enemies, that they could 
or defend themſelves. In fine, Sir, they were Nothing, 
et theſe Nothings, theſe Chymera's ſcar d People into their 
Duty, and aw'd them into Heroick Flights of Morality. 
the Perſuaſion of a God (tho' there be no ſuch Thing) 
orks the ſame Effects, where lies the Abſurdity? If 
alſchood, two thouſand Years ago, gull'd People into 
ubmiſſion, and wheedled them into Vertue, it may play 
wer again the ſame Game in our Age ; we are liable to 
onorance, as well as the Athenians or Romans, and what 
icher quicken'd their Hopes, or enlivemd their Fears, 
wy make Impreſſion upon ours. = TR 
Fuſeb. I confeſs, that the Perſuaſton of the ancient Pa- 
ans was erroneous, and falſe in particular, but not in 
eneral ; They acknowledg'd a Deity who look'd into 
uman Affairs, and who would once exact a ſtrict Ac- 
ount of their moſt minute Actions; ſo far they were 
ght, but then when they applied this Notion of a God 
o Stocks or Stones, to wicked Men, or accurſed D-mons, 
hey deviated from Truth : The Principle therefore of 
heſe Men was true, viz. A God ; But the Application of 
tto Jupiter, Mars, or Venus was erroneous ; for theſe 
ere Perſons of moſt profligate Morals : The firſt, an A- 
Iulterer ; the ſecond, a Murtherer ; and the third, a moſt 
mpudent Harlot. So that neither the Attributes of a Di- 
nity, nor the Management of the World, nor the Ven- 
ance of ill Actions, nor the Reward of good ones be- 
mod to them. Now when Men abſtain'd from Immo- 
dirty out of Fear of offending God, or practis'd Vertue 
ut of Deſire to pleaſe him, they were not mov'd by this 
erſuaſion, that there was a ſupream Being, who hated 
I, and lov'd good; and would puniſh that, and reward 
ws, which univerſal Perſuaſion is moſt true; and Ver- 
le that ſtands on this Principle, has no Chymera to ſup- 
dort it: Indeed they clap the Divinity on Men, inveſted 
Devils with its great Prerogatives, and worthip'd thoſe 
ds of their own Inſtitution ; and ſo blunder'd about 
le particular Subje& of Adoration, notwithſtanding they 
and the Notion of a Deity able to chaſtiſe the wicked, 
ud ſo had a kind of true Foundation of Political and 
nal Vertue ; But if there be no God, or if he mews 
Gg 3 himſelf 
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himſelf up in Heaven, without entring into our Con, 


Commerce, Piety, and Society are ſuſtain'd by Impoftur 
ry Nature, and fo irrational, that no Man can abettj 


Sir, ſaid he, I confeſs your Arguments have Force; the 
are Rational, and a Man muſt be very hard to pleaſe thit 


For if Death robs us of Life and Being, all our Hope 


Sigh, and vaniſh into nothing. So that the Doctrine dt 
1 
Religion may be regarded as uſeleſs, or flung among the 
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Mortal, future Rewards are impoſlible, as well as Tor 
ments : Why then ſhould I court Vertue at the Expence 


nence be regarded 
own ingeniouſly, I ſhall make the beſt uſe of Time, till 


of Clay, and lay out my Stock on Reparations : My Pak 


Correlatives, and whatever Proof makes for the one, 
eſtabliſhes the other: For as I hinted above, if their 


. 
* 


cerns, the very Foundation of all Probity, all Subord. 
nation is falſe and fictions, and by conſequence, all Tru, 


and Forgery, which is an Opinion ſo unkind to our ye, 


without Folly and Madneſs. 
A Gentleman of the Company interrupted Euſcliu, 


will not reliſh them. But unleſs our Souls are immor] 
what Reaſon have Men either to Love his Goodneſs, or 
to Fear his Severity? His Bleſſing muſt ſtop with ou 
Breath, and his Curſes cannot overtake us in Eternity: 


and Fears are at a ſtand : They diſappear with our la 
od is not ſufficient alone to reform Mankind, andall 


Ceremonies Divines term Diop bora; for if my Soul be 


of preſent Satisfaction? Or withſtand Appetite with the 
Forfeiture of Pleaſure ? Why ſhould I bridle Luſt, d 
preſcribe Bounds to my Ambition? IF neither Conti 
nor Pride humbled ? For. my part! 


am ſure there is an Eternity. I ſhall trim up my Houſe 


ſions ſhall live at Diſcretion, and range without Con. 
troul. 1 | j 

If my Arguments convince you that there is 2 Gol 
(replied Euſebius) you cannot queſtion the Immortalif 
of the Soul. God, and the Immortality of he Soul art 


be a God, he is Juſt, and therefore crowns Vertue, and 
revenges Vice: Now it is evident; that .the Juſt often. 
times in this Life receive no Reward, and the Impi0 
no Puniſhment, therefore they muſt receive it in the 
next; therefore our Souls muſt not Die with our Bodies 
therefore they are Immortal. Again, if our Souls ate 
Immortal, there is a God. For ſuppoſing this now 15 

| 80 „ YOgALLVE 
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rogative, which way did the Soul come by it, but by the 
Goodneſs and Power of an infinite Agent? It can neither 
Ide the Effect of Matter nor Motion; theſe Things are 
delow rhe Level of a Spirit, they have neither Life nor 
Knowledge; how can they infuſe into another thoſe Per- 
fections that are Strangers to themſelves? Did our Souls 
teal a Being from all Eternity? Where were they before 
they enter'd our Bodies? Who ordered my Soul to take 
Poſſeſſion of my Body, rather than of another? Or where 
did it hover before it found the Settlement? I ſuppoſe 
P\thagoras's Metemprfycoſis is grown out of Fathion in Eu- 
„obe, we ſend Souls no more on Expeditions of Knight- 
Erranty ; they ſcorn to take up with Swine, or to lodge 
with Camels and Elephants. If therefore they are im- 
mortal Spirits, you cannot avoid a Creator ; neither 


herd Motion, or Matter can give us a good Account 
—_— tz iQ. ot 
al Euſebius deſir'd another Meeting the next Day, to put 
he Yan end to the Conference. One Seſſion, ſaid he, addreſ- 
1 Ming himſelf to the Company, will compleat the Work, 


and I defire your Preſence ; I will only draw up in ſhort 
the Sum of our Diſpute, that you may at one View ſee 


ne BY the Strength of my Proofs, and the Weakneſs of my Ad- 
a MY verfarics : And then, T heomachas, if (in ſpite of Light) 
iti. ou reſolve to remain in Darkneſs (after I have detected 
| your Errors) III pity your Obſtinacy. The Company 
accepted of the Appointment, and fo broke up. But Theo. 
or Wb, after mature Deliberation, thought beſt to wave 
2, WY tie Interview; he had been too often f-11'd to venture 
on- WJ "other Puth : Beſides, he perceiv'd that ſome of the Gen- 
emen began to waver : The Reaſons of Euſebius had 
+ done Execution; altho indeed none had declar'd for Re- 
lig ligion, many approv'd it; ſo that he fear d another Con- 
a kerence, with a ſhort Exhortation might detach ſome, 
ne, and weaken his Party. And if the Succeſs of the Con- 
e troverſy thould be put to Vote, he foreſaw nothing but 
and ame for himſelf, and Victory for his Antagoniſt : But 
ten, die Matter being not determined (ſaid he to one of his 
ow i Intimates) like thoſe who have a Suit depending, we may 
the both pretend Right, and ſo we ſhall part Stakes. But to 
ie; Withdraw handſomely, he ſent Euſebius this Letter. 
are | | | Sa 
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[4 ſorry Neceſſity has forc'd me to diſappoint you to My: 


Departure one Day without 71. Frejudice to my Concern 


filſe Pretence; and eaſt y perceiv'd he retir'd to avoid 


Madneſs. Notwithſtanding Euſebius next Morning met 
the other Gentlemen at the Rendezvous, who were con. 


ſelf to the Company, ſpoke to this Purpoſe. 
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Glory of Conqueſt, had he but acknowledged his Defeat, 
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oo 


row; anunforeſeen Affair requires my Abſence from Tom; 
"tis both important and preſſing, ſo that I cannot retard 


and Danger to 4 Relation. I therefore diſengage my Word 
and preſume you will excuſe and pardon my Incivility : Why 
I have rid my Hands of this troubleſome Accident, 


You may command, $1R, 
Yours, 


3 En ſebius read the true Deſign of Theomachus under his 
both Conviction and Confuſion, and indeed it's hard to 


determine which he dreaded moſt. For he was jealous of 
his Honour to Phrenzy, and obſtinate in Infidelity to 


cern'd at the ſudden Retreat of their Hero, yet ſome ex- 
cas'd, tho' others blam'd him. Euſebius addreſſing him- 


The Concluſion of the CONFERENCE,, 


GENTLEMEN, 


WE meet to Day to finiſh the Diſpute ; and I thought 

the Controverſy alſo, but the unexpected Retreat 
(I would fay Flight) of Theomachus has bafl'd my Hopes. 
Had he not ſuſpected the Juſtice of his Cauſe, why did 
he ſo ſhamefully deſert it? I had no Deſign on his Ho- 
nour, but on his Impiety. I ſhould have diſclaim the 


and abjur'd an Error, that will at laſt ruin him, and thoſe 
who inconſiderately abet it. Nay, an humble Confell 
on of the Truth had ſecur'd his Reputation from Oblo- 
quy ; the Blemiſh had fallen on the Cauſe, not on his 
Wit ; but the Glory of Submiffion to the Truth had been 
wholly 9 to his Candour and the Si ncerity of his 


Temper. cople had thrown the Reproach of mon 
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ther on the Miſinformation of his Underſtanding than 
on the Perverſeneſs of his Will, fo that he could only fear 


to be efteem'd more unfortunate than criminal: But this 
ungenteel Flight lays him open to the Severity of Cen- 


and where can he be more uneaſy, than in his own Com- 
pany? Though he be without a God, he is not witliout 


Hangmen that puniſh their own Delinquencies : They 


an important Queſtion ; and thoſe who incline to the Ne- 
pative, would do well to examine it with Care, with Study, 


final Reſolution. When the Athenians heard of the Death 
it their mortal Enemy Philip the Macedonian, they were 


| 


ind nothing but a ſtrict Demonſtration can ſecure him: 
que him from Danger; nor by conſequence his Electi- 


Cure, there is no Deity for any thing he knows there 
done; and if there be, he will certainly feel the Exi- 
ice of chat dreadful Majeſty he deny'd, by the Rigour 
if his Juſtice : Its therefore our Intereſt to believe there 


a a God; and to ſquare our Actions by this Belief; for 
ſe can be no Loſers by Credulity ; but may be undone 
5 ternally by Infidelity : Indeed the Atheiſt is ſenſible 
0- 


me may believe him, wiſhes nothing more, than that it 


en ere in his Power to credit his Being: But (ſays he) this 
1s the proper Work 'of Demonſtration : Evidence alone 
4 ettles the judgment, of which I am wholly unfurniſh'd : 


But 


ſure, and all underſtanding Men muſt neceſſarily con- 
clude, he wanted Abilities to defend a bad Cauſe, and 
Conſcience to diſown it. But III leave him to himſelf, 
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Fear, and who can fleep ſecure that harbours ſuch a Fury? 
Atheiſts (like the China Mandarins) are waited on by 


can never avoid the Arreſt and Execution of their Con- 
ciences, tho they make a Sport of God, and a Diverſion 
of Crimes in publick, they are more ſerious in private; 
which is a ſhrewd Sign their Atheiſm is imaginary, tho' 
(their Impiety be real. A God, or no God, Gentlemen, is 


ith Coolneſs and Impartiality, before they come to a 


preſently for manifeſting their Joy by ſome publick Scene 
if Jollitry ; But a Fellow among the Crowd bid em firſt 
be ſure he was Dead, leaſt one Day they might find him 
Alive by the Severity of his Revenge. The Atheiſt of all 
Men ſhould follow this wholeſome, this prudent Advice; 


For all the plauſible Sophiſms in the World will never 


In from Folly : For ſo long as he is not demonſtratively 


mugh his Caſe is deſperate, if there be a God, and if 
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But this is a Blindneſs rather than an Excuſe; A ett 
Artifice to excite Compaſſion, or to hide Folly and Ma 
neſs. under the Dreſs of Sincerity. If they expect M. 
thematical Evidence, they will die Atheiſts, for ſich 
Conviction is impoſſible, and they that will only ſubmit 
to Proofs, of which the Matter is uncapable, ſhould n. 
ther purge. than diſpute : He is fitter for Phyſick than 
Beaton ; and I would counſel him to ſhave and air hi 
rain. 

Nov let me deſire you, Gentlemen, by all that is den 
to take this Matter into Conſideration, it deſerves Tine 
Thought, and Reflection. The Queſtion is, Whethe 
there be a God who eternally rewards Vertue, and eter 
nally puniſhes Vice. What can be more important, 

than to be well inform'd on which Side of the Contrady 

ction Truth lies? If in the next World there be no high 
Court of juſtice, no Judge, no Account taken either d 

Good or Evil: Why thould Men force Appetite ? Storm 
Inclination, or bridle Deſire? Why thould they foreg 
the Enjoyments of this Life, and ſell a preſent Stif- 
ction for a vain Expectation of a future Felicity? IM 
But then if there be a God, Atheiſts are in ill Cicum WW... 
ſtances, they muſt take leave of Life and Pleaſure tog 
ther; and give a ſad Farewel to Delights. Their lat 
Breath extinguiſhes Joy, and kindles a Flame not to co tiv 
ſume, but to torment them eternally. Their Muſick vil 
end in Tears, their Pleaſure in Repentance, and thi i 
Repentance in Deſpair. It's a doleful Cataſtrophe to ery, 
dragg'd from a Palace into a Dungeon; and from te 
Embraces of a Dalilah into thoſe of everlaſting Flames 

What Man in his Senſes would take the moſt glittering 

and moſt gawdy Happineſs in the World, together wil 
| ſuch a dreadful Reverſion of Torments ? Vet, if there! 

Scientia in Excelſis, Knowledge and Juſtice above, (tut ne. 

is a God) the Infidel Atheiſt will burn below ; and fee 
the juſt Revenge of that powerful Majeſty he ſo oblir 
nately- denied. 

Now, Gentlemen, the Matter ſtanding thus, withda 
from Hurry and Paſſion, take off all Affection from th 
preſent ; divorce wholly from this World, till you 35 
ſure there is no ſuch Thing as another. Argu® my 
your ſelves thus: I believe I am lawfully begotten 3 15 


lieve I am baptix d; and never doubted of either 5 


The Gentleman Inſtructed. 459 


I have the bare Teſtimony of my Mother for the Truth 
of the firſt, and perchance the ſole Authority of a Parſon, 
or a Midwife, for the Belief of the ſecond. But all Nati- 
ons tell me there is a God, as well as Ages: Why there- 
fore ſhall the Word of one Woman, or of one Man, not 
only ſway, but fix and ſettle my Judgment in thoſe 
Caſes, and not the Joint Teſtimony of all Men in this ? 
© cannot contemplate the petty Springs of a Watch, or 
the rude Contrivance of a Cabbin, but preſently the 
Pight leads me naturally to an Artificer. I cannot poſſi- 
ly aſcribe the Frame of either to blind Chance, or fatal 
Neceſſity; and though I fool my Underſtanding, and en- 
ſive my Reaſon in a thouſand Occaſions, in this I can- 
ot. They diſobey the moſt preſſing Commands of the 
Will, they pronounce boldly in ſpite of Practice and In- 
clination, that ſome Hand put the Wheels together, and 


. ais d the Cottage. 8 2 . 

U The moſt ill-ſhap'd Animal in the World, the moſt de- 
9 Wſpicable Leaf are more finely contriv'd, than all the Ma- 
to hines that ever Art invented. IF therefore the petty 


Fabrick of a Watch, the unpoliſh'd Frame of a poor Cot- 
(tage, convince me they were made by the Hand of an 
Artificer, muſt I not confeſs this Majeſtick Pile of the 
Vorld, ſo vaſt, ſo various, ſo ſtupendious, was firſt con- 
ttiv'd by the Wiſdom, and then created by the Power of 
a moſt perfect Agent? If a leſs Motive ſways my Judg- 
ment, a greater may: And if my Aſſent be both firm and 
prudent in one Caſe, certainly it cannot be unſtable and 
Imprudent in the other. A Child may make theſe Re- 
lections; they are eaſy, obvious, and convincing. Rea- 
Ion therefore and Intereſt plead ſtrongly againſt Atheiſm); 
and you cannot abett it without betraying both. > 

Proſtrate (I beſeech you) your ſelves with bended 
knees and bleeding Hearts before the Throne of that 
Lread Majeſty you have ſo often provok'd by your Im- 
morality, and abjured by your lnfidelity. Obſtinacy 
names his juſtice; but Tears extinguiſh it. It's in 
your Power either to try the Weight of his Anger, or 
the Sweetneſs of his Mercy. Bot if Atheiſm waits on 
ou to his Tribunal, you muſt expect nothing bur Dam- 
tion. God's Greatneſs will fright. you, his Power will 
6. you, and his Juſtice eternally torment you. In 
IÞLie of Biavado's, Conſcience will not only act the 5 

| | "7m 


40 The Gentleman Inſtructed. 


of an Accuſer, but of an Executioner alſo. It will n. 
venge with Intereſt thoſe Rapes and Violences you hare 
committed againſt it here, and turn thoſe kind Adm. 
nitions you receiv'd with Raillery into ſo many Inf. 
ments of Puniſhment. | | 25 
Gentlemen, dare you put theſe Things to a venture? 

Will you live in Infidelity as unconcernedly as if all the 
Terrors of another World were only frightful Dreams d 
Men awake? Of mere Productions of a feverith and di- 
compos d Brain? Certainly I have made the Exiſtenceq 
a God too clear to be thought Fancy or Viſion. Ant 
then I expect Prudence will not permit you to think i: 
a Matter not to be regarded, whether you are eternly 
happy or miſerable. 135 e 

At leaſt if you are reſolv'd to play in this Life, and v 
weep in the other, decoy not unweary Gentlemen into 
mad a Reſolution : Their Pains will not eaſe yours. I 
Jou Plot againſt their Purſe, have no Deſign upon their 
| Religion. Scoff them not out of their Ceed, tho you 
wheedle them out of their Eſtates; when you have ſwept 
away their preſent Stock, force them not to make over 
their Title to Heaven. You can gain nothing by their 
Lofs ; for the ſame time you rally them ont of Heaven, 
you jeſt your ſelves into Hell, ES 
| Beſides, were the Exiſtence of a God, the Truth af 
Religion doubtful, yet they ſhould be thought on with 
Seriouſneſs, and ſpoken of with Reverence ; for People 
put a great Streſs on both. They look upon the Belict 
of a Deity, and the Practice of Religion here as neceſi 
ry for their Happineſs hereafter. They acknowledge it 
is not only their Duty, but alſo their Intereſt to believe 
a Gods, and to worſhip him. Methinks therefore 1t5 2 
Breach of Civility, and a Failure in Breeding ; its! 
Affront to Chriſtians, as well as to their Maker, to fu 
the Object of their Adoration into Sport and Diverſion, 
and their Expectation into Romance. So that you ca! 
not be Profane without being Clowns. Pray therefore 
(at leaſt for your Reputation's ſake) employ your Wits 
and Tongues on a more credible Subject. Certainly 
Wit is not grown ſo Sacrilegious, as not to be pleas 
without polluting holy Things. A Man may be civil with- 
out Blaſphemy, and lay in a very fair Pretenſion to Inge 
guity, without being Guilty of Profaneneſss . 175 
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To draw towards an End; if you intend to ſearch 
Truth with Serenity and Candour, take leave of Drolle- 
ry, preach not down God, Religion, and Sobriety, but 
treat with Reſpect thoſe things Mankind reveres, for Men 
| ſeldom honour what they ridicule ; much leſs will they 
proſtrate themſelves to what they burleſque. Shake off 
therefore this buffooning Humour, and when the Tongue 
is brought under Diſcipline, the Heart will throw off all 
the Lets of Prejudice and Paſſion ; and then the Under- 
| fanding diſengag'd from Violence, will eaſily ſubmit to 
the Force of thoſe Reaſons I have laid before you. 

But if you run on in a lewd Vein of Drollery and Im- 
piery, the moſt perſuaſive Arguments in the World will 
never work upon you; youll certainly ſport your ſelves 
into Damnation, and ſink down Laughing into Hell. But 
then thoſe Flames that conſume Mirth, will awake De- 
ſpair. You'll begin to be both ſerious and wiſe, when 
twill be too late to be ſo. Oh, how fooliſh, how im- 
prudent is it to deny a Deity in this World, and to be- 
lieve one in the other! To live Atheiſts in London, and 
Theiſts in Hell! W 
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ſoune NonitiTY and GENTLEM EN 


„ 


GENTLEMEN, 


fi HE former Two Parts of the Gentleman 

L if eg have been ſo kindly Received 
(il | by the Nobility, that I preſume to recom- 
— mend the Third alſo, to the Favour of 
their Protection. Books make their For- 
tune, as well as younger Brothers, by the 
| atrons ; they are unable to break through the 
ppotion of Criticiſm, without the ſupport of Authority; 
and ſo are ſuppoſed guilty, becauſe no Body will ſtand up in 
their Defence for at preſent Prejudice and Cenſure run 
6% and ( what is worſe) out of their proper Channel. 
19d Books 3 with Reproach, and bad as often 
th Approbation. Me ſquare our udgments ly our Conduct, 
jo that it's odds thoſe Men who declare for Vice, will never 
N iſb 4 Lecture of Morality. No, no; when 4 Book con- 
"uns 08 Behaviour, we take the freedom, by way of Re- 
Hh _ prizals, 


. 


amm ſure it deſerves not Reviling; it ſhoald 
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| prizals, to condemn it; as if it were lawful with Mr. Hobbs, 


to controul Reaſon, when Reaſon takes the Liberty u 
controul us. Se no cane 

I therefore expect that Libertines and Debauchees will tt 
Check at the Freedom of theſe Papers, as well as at the Sy. 


ject 5 and that poſſibly they may diſcharge 4 Polly of- Reproache; 


upon the Author; for in a hurry Paſſion miſtakes a Friend fir 


4 Pe, and falls 1 who. come to our Reſcue, 4 
on thoſe who intend our | 
F their Weapons anſwers not the ſirength of their Malice: 


our Ruin; but the beſt ont is, the Fire 
for, alas, a Feſt makes a weak Thruſt, and a Sarcaſm a wet. 
er ; and ſober Men ſeldom condemn a Book, becauſe Libertine 
burleſque it; for the Opinion of ſuch ꝓudges is always ſuſpell. 


ed of Partiality, and fo neither be a Credit to 4 Cauſe, nor a 


great Misfortune. _ 
Who Commiſſions this, Euſebius, (ſaid a Spark) to tutor al 
Mankind? To laſh our Failures? To expoſe our Perſons t 


| Reproach and Infamy ? Muſt he pedant it over his Betters 
and revile Quality at De ſeretion? Has he not ſtript us of or 
| Robes, and ſhown ut in diſhabile to the Rabble? Firſt to ren- 


der us cheap and deſpicable, and then to entertain the Pub- 
lick at our Expences * I hough we are Lewd, why muſt ve 
appear Little? T hongh we forfeit our Innocence, we have 
right to Reſpett ; the Gentleman wants Breeding, and his Fr. 
fon ſhould be brought to Pennance, as well as his Pen, 

Why, Good Sir, all this Heat (ſaid I) I counſel you to fie 
your Reſentment, unleſs you can diſarm this pretended Al. 
vcr ſary, confute his Evidence, or deny the Charge; for afie 
all, tho People abandon Vertue, few have the Impudence u 
burleſque it; Its Intereſt is not quite ſunk. Conſcience and 
Shame have not loſt all footing ; and though it be not uncre- 
ditable to commit an ill Action, it's infamous, at leaſt, to d- 
fend it. If the Gentleman's Charity challenges not I banks, 1 
firike out ſont 
ſparks of Repentance, and not kindle Flames of Anger. H. 
tells you, you poſt on to Damnation, and deſires you to flop. I. 
it ſuch an Incivility to interpoſe * Did we ſee à blind Man 


ußon the brink of a Precipice, ſhould we not admoniſh him of 


the Danger, and ſpeed to his Aſſiſtance. 
Toung Gentlemen, hoodwinkt by Paſſion, and faſcinated by 
the bewitching Blandiſhments of ſenſual Pleaſures, take not 


only the moſt eaſy, bat the ſhorteſt Road to endleſs Torment 


he cries out ſtop, and you queſtion his Cummiſſion, and fol. 
11 mmalix 
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alize upon the legality of his Proceeding. Your Danger 
(lar 850 on the as fide, and Charity on . other, are 51 
IWarrant. Nay, and the Principles of that Religion you pre- 
unte to Lewdneſs, are his Fuſtification and Protection. 
Indeed he has drawn ſome diſproportioned Characters, bat 
the fault lies not in the Painter, but in the Original ; the 
| Gentleman had no Intention to provoke any Man's Reſentment, 
or to expoſe his Perſon ; he hatch blended a thouſand different 
Faces together, ſo that this Confuſion of Features and Com- 
plexions will conceal the frm: In ſhort, Sir, I counſel. 


22 3. 22 


yur rather to mend than to ſtorm : If you will not apply the 
Remedy, thank at leaſt the Gentleman that preſents it. : 
But, however, the Spark would come to no Terms of Accom- 
mdarion with Euſebius, he would poſt him up for a Pedant, 
and pronounce him a pre ſuming Coxcomb in all Haces, and all 
Cmpany. Thus this poor Man over-looks nothing in Il na- 
ture or worſe Manners, and ſtraind his Reſentments to all 
the Heights of Folly and Madneſs ; but be fancied in Euſe- 
bius's Character be ſaw his own; and ſo to clear his m. 
j. WY fexion, and brightens his Features, he would break the 
1 Ge ; as if the Deformity lay in the Medium, and not in 
Is Face. „ . 
Thus ſome People attack Godlineſs under every Form; they 
give Vertue no Quarter, and Vice no Diſturbance ; they have 
baniſht Goodneſs from Practice, and will not ſuffer it to ap- 
fear even upon Faber: No, no, Conſcience muſt have no 
Retreat, and God no Worſhip. Certainly in theſe Men's 
Opinions, Hell is a place of Diverſion, and Heaven of Tor- 


1 But, Gentlemen, I hope the fober Fart F you will receive 
% Preſent with more Civility, and if you cannot reſolve to 
„Ie the Pattern, I ams confident you will at leaſt commend 
2 / {have mingled his Actions with his Precepts ; and ſa 
1 bave at the ſame time thrown before you a Scheme of his 


Fraffice, and an Eſ of his Documents; you will at one 
View ſee what he did, and read what he taught ; and then 
Fe mt conclude, Gentlemen are far gone in Wickedneſs, if 
lub Reaſon and Example are unable to recover them. 

The Way to Vertue by Presept (ſays Seneca) is long, by 
Exanple ſbort; this affetts more ſtrongly than Speculation 5 
. nl ent o/ Spirits, and prepares them for Action; the 

belt of haz.ardous Enterprizes eftentimes dumps Cou- 
liz n and diſpirits Bravery it ſelf ; bat when we ſee Men 
Hh 2 undertake 
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undertake it with Valour, and come off with Succeſs, we enry 
the Hero, and applaui the Action: We then conclude, tha 
things are feaſible that ſeem impoſſible, and that oftentinet 
tempt. 


the Duties of a Chriſtian in the Garb of a Fury; they ſem 


| fed, and rather ſcare than invite. Euſebius Þas diſcovers 


ſance; that our Maker never intended to bind us up to dif 


_ Office F a Chriſtian in this great Man, interfered not nit) 
that of Gentleman; his Behaviour was hand ſome, and hy 


the very Difficulty lies more in the Fancy, than in the A. 


Fleſh and Blood paint Vertue in a frightful Preſs an] 
Monſters to the Nobility, more fit to be gazed on than prall. 


the Impoſture, and unmask'd the Artifice ; he has convinc| 
the World by Practice, that Vertue has nothing hideous hut 
falſe Vizor, and that the Duties of a Chriſian are no Ny 


advantage, nor to turn our Duty into our Mi fortune. The 


Carriage Religious; he kept up à continual Correſpondent 
with God, without breaking off all Commerce with Men. li 
4 W rad, he lived both a Gentleman and a Saint; loved b 
moſt, and admired by all. PE - 
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, Et: 
Vung Gentlemen are diſſuaded from a Town-Life. 


F H' the Diſpute was over, the Contro- 
verſy went on. Theomachys was indeed 
too weak to keep his Ground, but too 
ſtubborn to ask Quarter. He durſt not 
Boaſt of Victory, and would not acknoxw- 
ledge his Defeat; ſo that in Concluſion 
he was willing to draw Stakes, and con- 
ed that both maintain'd their Poſt with equal Reſolu- 
on. In fine, (ſaid he, with a Smile,) Euſebius and I 
tought here, as our Allies and French at Lyzara Both 
e Conquerors, and both overcome. I give him leave 
vclap his Wings, if he'll permit me to crow. 
Neander was preſent at the Diſpute, and by good For- 
me in the Company, when Theomac hus bolted out this 
domontade. His Confidence was extraordinary, and 
3 Air unuſually pretending. Paſſion fluſh'd in Ncaznder's 
fe, and almoſt broke out at his Tongue. He had no 
Mind to renew the Combat : for he knew Athei/ts ever 
eum Smiles for Reaſon, and keep their Ground rather 
J Unt of Forehead than Argument. However, not to 
7 him to be pleaſant without check; I perceive (ſaid 


"= 43 he) 


1] 


470 The Gentleman Inſirufied. 
he) you have run in a Circle, taken many Steps, but nid 
no Ground; you are juſt where you were in ſetting out; 


becauſe, fir ought you know there may be 4 God, and the 


you are a Madman by Demonſtration. 


I have told you, reply'd Theomachus, God is an ain 


Being, the Child of Fancy, and Spawn of Imagination, 
a Bugbear to awe Fools, and fright Children; and if Bu 
ſebius has hectored much on this Subject, he has prove 
little. For, Sir, I diſtinguiſh between Flouriſh and Ar. 
gument; between ſtarcht Cant, and ſolid Reaſon. 


It may be ſo (anſwer d Neander; but if his Reaſon 


for a God come not up to Evidence, yours for no Gol 
(by your own Confeſſion) falls ſhort of Demonſtration, 


For in a Word, Sir, I a drawn Battle. It's therefore no 
leſs probable there is a God, than that there is none; and 


by conſequence you muſt commence Foo, to remain an 


a__ VV x ” 

T heomachus was pincht for an Anſwer, and therefore he 
retreated to the laſt Retrenchment of baffled Libertine, 
Raillery, and Satyr. For you muſt know theſe Gentlemen 


bite, when they cannot ſpeak to the purpoſe ; and lauyh 


down thoſe Arguments they cannot reaſon out of Cour 


tenance. e 
Your Logick, young Man, (ſaid he,) is as callow at 
your Chin, and your Underſtanding as ſoft as your Beatl, 
Leave Philoſophy to thum the Grammar, rub over Pi 
pria que Maribus, before you venture en Divinity; ou 
Intellect is pen-feathered, too weak. wing d to ſoar fl 
high: A Dog or a Racer are more proper Entertainment 


for your Age, than God. And I preſume you are mor. 


able to judge of Wine, than of Theological Niceties. 
Nay, (faid Neander,) if Age be the Standard of denſe, 
and Arguments are meaſured not by Mood and Figuie 
but Beards, then certainly all the Advantage lies on you! 
Side; but under Favour, (Sir,) Beards and Reaſon go 00! 
always together. Age is not the Meaſure of Truth and 
Falſehood. Threeſcore may be in the wrong, and Tel. 
ty in the right: Fling therefore Vears out of the Queſir 
on, and come up cloſe to the Point. But Theo 
thought fit to drop the Controverſy, and withdrew, while 
the way lay open for a Retreat. The Difficulty pinch, 
and he had no colourable Anſwer in reſerve. And there 


fore being in no Condition to withſtand his Adverſary : 
| | e 
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took the Liberty to contemn him. And indeed, this petty 
Policy is a wonderful Relief to a ſinking Courage. It 
Jays 2 Varniſh of Generoſity on Cowardice, and gives 
Fear the Colour of good Nature. F 
Theomac hus was no more for drawn Battles, he ſaw that 
by drawing Stakes, he ſhould loſe the Sett. And therefore 
(to cry up his Party, and his expiring Credit) he pro- 

claim d himſelf Conqueror, and his Adverſary defeated. 
|Euſebius (ſaid he) is ſlipt into the Country to air his 
Brains, and to throw off the Chagrine that always diſ- 
compoſes routed Generals. He dares not keep the Field, 
but cantons his ſcatter'd Forces in Villages. 04 
Euſebius indeed had bid adieu to the Town, with a 


0 WE Rcſolution never to return. He was Sick of Company, 
ind more of thoſe Follies he could neither endure, nor 


correct. e could not without Indignation behold Chri- 
ſtians lead the Lives of Pagans, and profane the beſt Re- 
ligion with the fouleſt Crimes. What Pleaſyre (ſaid he) 
can a Chriſtian take in a place where Vice rides in Triumph, 
and Vertue groans in a Dungeon; where Goodneſs lies under 
Ontempt, and Irregularity receives . ſe; where the beſt 

Aclions are la mpoon d, and the worſt deiged? 

Neander rid over to his Houſe, five Miles only diſtant 
from the Town. He informed him of Theomachuss Com- 
portment ſince his Retreat, with what an Air of Confi- 
lence he proclaim'd his Victory: That the Cabal began 
0 hold up their Heads and crow: That Atheiſm had al- 
moſt recovered of its Wound, and began to walk Abroad. 
That his Preſence might ſtop the Evil his Abſence would 
dire Opportunity to ſpread. That Theomachus would 
Withdraw at his Arrival, and carry his Poiſon and Im- 
pudence into the Country. 5 
Alas! (reply'd Euſebins,) dear Neander, you are unac- 


voul . l he © 
is Janted with the Temper of Atheiſfs. It's eaſy to con- 
1 bound em, but almoſt impoſſible to convert em, their 


Viſeaſe lies in the Heart, not in the Head. Their Mif- 


ven. 1 . pe 
ww tune takes its Riſe from Obſtinacy, not Ignorance, 
5 bo how can you reaſon a Man out of Infidelity, who 
1 ſelolyes to remain in it againſt Reaſon ? Libertiniſm, 


eander, is a bewitching Thing, when it gets the Aſ en- 


cht 3 | 

27 3 ewill improve Ignorance for an excuſe of Free- 
m1 | n; caſt Conſcience into a Lethargy, and bribe the 
| J - 


-aderſtanding againſt our own Intereſt, In a Word, 
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it's a Sin ſeldom forgiven in this World, and never in 
the other. 3 
Atheiſm (replied Neander) is not the only Vice of th 
Town, other Sins ſeem free of the City; and Men en. 
deavour to dilate the Malignity, and to keep the Difyr 
der in countenance. If People have the Face to prex 
up Ungodlineſs in Diſcourſe, and Practice plant but), 
gainſt it; good Counſel, back d by Example, may do 
much Execution upon Vice, as bad upon Vertue. In th 
next World, indeed, Men's Wills are either fixt in Gool 
or Evil, but in this they may paſs from one-Extreamy 
the other. Beſides, all are not fo charm'd with Sin, 2810 
perſuade themſelves it deſerves no Puniſhment, nor 6 
out of Conceit of Vertue, as to diſcard it of all Rewar: 
Their Misfortune ſprings rather from Weakneſs than My. 
lice; from youthful Heat, than from Infidelity, Tine 
will cool their Blood, and Inſtruction may inform thei 
. Underſtanging, and when this is diſabus d, the Will ſhake 
off the Enchantment. 25 
What can Advice (ſaid Euſebius) ſignify to thoſe, wht 
are always more prepared to curſe, or ridicule the Adviſer 
than to practice the Counſel? To thoſe who are unmani 
by Effeminacies, and even nailed to ill Habits ? The 
are without Conſcience, without Principles, how vil 
you come at them? You may almoſt as ſoon pred 
down a Hurricane, or declaim a Tempeſt into a Calm,: 
_ counſel a bad Man into a good one. Whilſt we fran 
ill Notions of the Future State, our Lives will hardly 
regular. What hope of Recovery when the Patient dot 
on the Diſeaſe, when he flies in the Face of the Dodo 
and ſuſpects every Cordial to be a Doſe of Arſenick 0 
 Ratsbane ? In a Word, the Malignity of the Fever wo! 
up to Madneſs ; and, like ſome Bedlams, they ſuppo 


themſelves the Wiſdom of the Nation. up! 

I ſuppoſe, indeed, that all who throw up their Inne fou 

cence, and pawn Heaven for Pleaſure, have not qui Dif 

taken leave of Religion, or diſmiſsd. Principles; but il (an 

have Moſes and the Prophets, Paſtors and Teachers: IA b 

not Curate-General, nor intend to interfere with a" © © 

ther's Function: Thoſe who tend the Sick, are often tu the 

with the Infection; and the Doctor that cures his Pa u 

ent, ſometimes dies of his Diſtemper, e let 
3 ell 


W 
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What! (ſaid Neander, with a Smile) you are on guard 
againſt the Infection of the Town: Surely you have out- 
liv'd Temptation. Age has fo congeal'd your Blood, that 
nothing but a Chriſimas Block is able to thaw it. Neither 
the World nor Devil can work up thy Humours to Irre- 
| oularity. Thy Paſſions (like Serpents in a Froſt) drop 
their Venom ; they move without Vigour, and almoſt 
without Life: They are ſo far from capering, that like 
Criminals in Tramels, they can ſcarce ſtand. To have 
one Foot in the Grave, and the other in the Bordel is 
unuſual. For Men, like eXtna, burn within, when they 
are Snow without, A white Head, and a glowing Heart, 
ſeldom meet. . g 

No Man (reply'd Euſebius) is ſecure, and therefore all 
ſhould ſtand upon the Qui va la. Age, indeed, is leſs 


have known ſome carry their Diſorders on to Fourſcore. 


ge They ſpurred on Nature jaded by Age, and rid down 
by a long Courſe of Exceſſes, till it ſunk under the Bur- 
una then, and went off the Stage both with Shame and Sin, 
e ſcorn d by Men, and tormented by the Omnipotent, 
and It's therefore our Duty to withdraw from ill Exampl 
nend not to come within Sight of Occaſions. Like the Ba- 


flick, they kill with their very Sight, and the Poiſon is too 


ex quick for a Remedy. Fly therefore, dear Neander, the 


Town ; Temptation ſeconded by Youth, and ſharpened 
an by 1dleneſs, will be too hard for Precept. Lot found 
Mfety in the Country, and his Wife Death for om 


Example for a Caveat to Poſterity, to have any Com- 
ck of merce with Sinners, leaſt by Converſation we eſpouſe 
woll their Crimes, and partake of their Puniſhment. 2 
And indeed when young People fix in Town, they glean 
up its Vices, and continue the Practice, till their Eſtates 
Inna founder, and their Bodies ſink under the Weight of their 
quill Piforders. Unthinking Creatures! They ſport in the 
ut Camp of their Enemies; Danger ſurrounds them, and 


h an en affaults them not with the Violence of an Enemy, but 
\ rod de Careſſes of a Friend. This throws them off their 
9 Ja urd, diſarms Cautions, and gives them up to the Go- 
'ernment of Careleſneſs, ſo that they Surrender without 
elitance, and Sigh in Fetters before they Dream of an 
Os 8 Enemy 


0 
| 
f 


expos'd than Youth, but it's not above Danger; and I 


back upon the unfortunate City. God has left this fad 


what is worſe, either unſeen or ugregarded. Temptati- 


—_— — 
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Enemy. Nay, one would think they loſt their Wits with 
their Liberty, and commenc'd Fools the ſame Moment 
they become Slaves. For they fancy themſelves the only 
free Subjects in the Nation, becauſe they are not coop 
up between four Walls. And dote on their Captivity, 
becauſe they hector in Taverns, and rattle in gilt Coaches. 
But, alas! theſe pleaſing Fancies, are the Effect of a do- 
King Opiate of the Devil's Malice, not of his Kindneſs: 
He regales his Friends, as the Indians do their Slaye, 
merely to prepare them for Slaughter. "ra ens 
Now theſe Men turned into Senſe, are unqualified for 
good Counſel ; you may as ſoon reaſon a Swine out d 
the Mire, as theſe into Sobriety and Temperance, Theyll 
carry on their Brutalities in ſpight of all their Sermons 
they hear, and make over the Lord's-Day to the Devil. 
We have indeed Committees for the Improvement cf 
Piety, as well as for that of Trade. And fo have made 
Proviſions for the Intereſt of God, no leſs than for thit 
of the Nation. But, alas! If our Cenſors deſerve Cen- 
ſure, Reformation will be at a ſtand; their Example will 
do more Execution on Vice than their Office: And their 
Practice would carry on more heartily the Intereſt of 
Vertue, than their Commiſſion. A Man that fling 
his Eftate into a Miſſes Lap, will not be fined out df 
her Company with Forty Shillings ; and he who leaps 
over the Laws of God, will ſcarce boggle at At f 
Parliament. 5 e a5 | 
In fine, Neander, our Town-Sparks are a monſtrous 
Generation, a kind of Centaur, half Man, and half 
Beaſt. They have the Shape of the firſt, and all the 
Brutality of the ſecond ; they follow the Stream of In: 
clination like Beaſts ; they chop at any thing that gratl 
fies Senſe. But then they ſwitch on Nature, and here 
they leave the Beaſt to play the Fiend. Immortal pr 
Tits ſeem tied to all the infamous Impreſſions of Flell 
and Blood, and bind themſelves Slaves to the Devil it 
this Life, for Pleaſure in Hand, and Eternal Torment 
in Reverſion. | 5 | 
Had you a Vote in the Houſe, or a Place at the Board, 
(ſaid Neander) you would be for a Proclamation to cleat 


* 
4 


the Town of all the young Gallants above Fifteen, and 


under Thirty. 


When 
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When a Gentleman's Buſineſs (reply d Euſebius) lies 
in Town, I would not have him take Coach for the 
Country. For at ſuch a Diſtance things would not go 


Wife, muſt live together: Separate Dwellings, require a 
ſeparate Maintenance. Now when we double Expences, 
Accounts ſeldom run even: Thoſe who have Offices at 
White-Hall, may take up Lodgings in Spring-Garden or 


may take up in the Inne ef Court: And if they are for 
Trade, they may pack off to Wapping or Cheapſide. 

But, I confeſs, I would not have thoſe come nearer 
than Hampſtead or Hunſlow-Heath, who have no other Bu- 


Efates to Miſſes, Vintners, and Lawyers. ; 
| [dleneſs, dear Neander, is a dangerous Diſeaſe under 
all the Elevations; but it's Mortal at London. It's not 


walitiam docait otioſitas, Eecluſ. Chap. 43. A Man that 


open to all Temptations, and what is worſe, is unprepa- 
ted for a Defence; like a diſmantled Town, he falls into 
the Hands of the firſt Invader. 

Indeed at his firſt arrival Buſineſs flows in upon him: 


bor would think he fat at the Helm, and ſteered che 
" Wh 'tighty Concerns of the Engliſßh Monarchy. The firſt 
ju; WY Lecretary of State is in a leſs hurry on Poſt-Days, and 
alf ends about fewer Diſpatches. For you muſt know he 
the dabpoena's Sempſireſſes, Taylors, Barbers, and Cotch-makers, 
In: e appear at his Levee, one would fancy this Heterogeni- 


dus Juno took into conſideration ardua Regni Negotia, 
they play at pro and con with ſuch Heat and Commotion. 


ere | 
pie BY OV all this Noiſe is nothing but a learned Debate upon 
ſh e Modes of the Town, and an advantageous Mixture of 
in Colours. He is for Delicacy and ExaQneſs of Fancy, for 
nts nothing tawdry and mechanick, flaunting or ill matche. 


And Doctors are divided upon the Point : But all agree 


ard, v bubble the Squire. For it's a kind of Nalatum among 
[eat the Beaus, that nothing is modiſh that is not dear; mY 
and be Goodneſs even of Snuff riſes with the Price, and To- 


0 at five Guineas the Pound, is twenty Times better 


tian the ſame at a Crown, x Ty 
e | KNEW 


on kindly. The Man and his Buſineſs, like Man and 


pallnall; who intend to build a Fortune upon the Law, 


ſineſs than Diverſion ; for they will certainly idle away 
their Time, Mortgage their Souls to the Devil, and their 


only the Mother, but the Miſtreſs of Vice. Aſaltam enim 


has nothing to do, has leiſure: to do any thing: He lies 
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fart Wig, a ſmart One, ye Dog. The Fellow bleſt hin- 
ſelf; he had heard of a ſmart Nag, a ſmart Man, C. 


E. —_— + a 
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ever, nothing could pleaſe his Worſhip, but ſmart She, 
| ſmart Hats, and ſmart Cravats + Within two Days he had 
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ſwer d Euſebius; yes, of a Family more ancient than the 


North, allied to the eldeſt Branch of the La Fools of Eſex. 


aſſign d him no other Employment than to live at Ran- 


how to paſs it. Nay, with leſs Pains he might have 
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I knew a Spark that fit a whole Morning in a clop 
Committee with a Barber: Now this mighty Conſultation 
was about a Perriwig. He ſhew'd him Twenty, but one 
was too long, another too ſhort; this too full, that to 
thin: At laſt, Sirrah (ſays the Voungſter) make ne 


but a ſmart Wig was Chineſe to the Tradeſman. How. 


a ſmart Wig, with a ſmart Price in the Box. The Truth 
is, he had been bred up with the Groom, and tran{. 
planted the Stable diale& into the Dreſſing- room. 

Was hea Gentleman, ſaid Neander? A Gentleman, an. 


Norman or Saxon Conqueſt: He was of the La Fool: of the 


Now let us ſuppoſe his Equipage compleat, and his 
grand Concern over; his next Buſineſs is to confute Js 
Aphoriſm, Man is born to Labour. No, he is a thing 
made merely for Sport and Pleaſure ; he fancies God his 


dom, without Law, without Reſtraint. And altho' God 
has given every Part of the Creation a convenient Pol, 
he ſeems a Mute placed in view merely for Light and 
Parade. You muſt not therefore wonder I attempt not to 
define his Calling, ſeeing he will not pretend to any. 
One weighty Affair calls upon him every Morning, 
viz. How he ſhall Saunter away the Day. This is 2 mi 
Point, and requires Plodding and Application, and in 
deed he dwells upon the Subject till a conſiderable Fat 
of the Day is paſt, before he can take a final Reſolution 


employ'd the whole Day well, than in the very Delibe 
ration of ſpending it ill. "306 66 
For pray imagine not the Practice of any Chriſtian Ve 
tue falls under Debate, where he ſhall hear Prayers, d 
hear a Sermon. Alas! Thoſe Duties lie below the Sphelt 
of a Gentleman, who pretends to the Garb and Fre:don 
of the Town; he might have diſchargd them in 1 
Country Parith, without the Expence of a flaunting Equir 
Page, or the Fatigue of a tedious Journey. And you 99 
a 


e this fora P rinciple, that Deyotion never a 
„ 3 you 


- 
* * ,- 


The Gentleman Inſtructed. 477 
a young Man to Town, nor gave him a Surfeit of the 
Country. Liberty, Pleaſure, and downright Debauche- 
W ry allure him thither ; theſe command him, as God did 
Abraham, to forſake Houſe and Relation to turn Tenant, 
though he was Lord and Proprietor in the Country. 

The Morning is divided between the Pillow and the 
Joylet, and this is the moſt important as well as the 
moſt innocent Employment of the Day. The Folly is 
much greater than the Sin: For what can be more fooliſh 
than for a Man to eſpouſe the Weakneſs of a Woman? 
To take Pains to be laught at ? To drain his Pocket to 
make himſelf cheap and ridiculous ? However, you may 
with more eaſe harangue a Peacock out of his Brains, 
than a Town-Spark out of his gaudry : He will appear in 
Print, and convince the World that Finery and Folly 
fare near allied, -- „5 | 
And now his Friends crowd in to give him the hon 
jour; theſe are a kind of partie bleiu, that marode upon 
new Comers, with Commiſſion from Indigence and Ne- 
ceſſity. They have rioted away their Conſcience, met 
and diced away their Eſtates, and now graze upon the 
Common. Their Honeſty runs lower than their Pockets, 
and their Confidence over-ſhoots Impudence. Their 
Crimes are as publick as their Debts, and their Religi- 
on keeps pace with their Morals ; they ſcorn to fling 
even a Varniſh over the fouleſt Diſorders, and will not 
bo to the Expence of civil Hypocriſy. In fine, they are 
2 blemiſh to their Family, a Nuſance to the Town, and 
a Sandal to Converſation 5 
Theſe Sparks, like the Steward in the Goſpel, cannot 
Dis, and will not Beg; and altho' Adam was condemned 
bo live by the Sweat of his Brows, they reſolve to make 
a Figure by that of their Conſcience. At the firſt Sight of 
aw Gentleman, they fly at him like a Vulture at the 
Qurry, and for the ſame End alſo, to pray firſt upon his 
| "rue, then upon his Money; how many Nets do they 
to enſnare the Squire, and Knave themſelves ? They 
Ply him with Viſits, ſtudy his Temper, and ſtrike in 

"th his Inclination. They Swear his Wit is without 
allel; his Behaviour above Imitation; that a je ne 
J qu0y runs through every Motion, which charms and 
bloniſhes. In fine, that he is the very top of his Species. 
le poor Gentleman, unpractiſed in the Dialect of the 

I | | Town, 
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and the beſt Standard of Senſe and Breeding, (i * 
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Town, takes theſe Compliments for content; he ſuppoſes 


himſelf in Yorkſhire, where the Tongue and the Hear 


go together, where Thought and Words look the ſame 
Way. Now this City-Incenſe ſends out a moſt grateful 
Flavour, but it is too ſtrong for a Country Brain, 1: 
turns his Head, and ſmoaks him out of Senſe and Re. 


fon ; he fancies himſelf a Cubit higher; he walks in the 


Clouds; and values himſelf not by the Pound, but (like 


Diamonds) by the Caratt. | 

In a Word, he flings himſelf into their Arms, and gives 
himſelf up to their Direction. And then you may be 
fare he meets with the Fate of the Sheep in the Fable, 


Who diſmiſs the Dogs to graze under the Protection of 
the Wolves; for a Libertine is a Devil once removed, 
or at leaſt his Deputy; nay, he is ten Times more miſ- 
chievous by Proxy, than in Perſon. People of themſelves 
are prone enough to Lazineſs, Lewdneſs, and Extrayz- 


gance, but theſe add Byaſs to Nature; they provoke 


Paſſion by Precept, and whet Appetite by the Charms of 
Glory and Reputation; they ſchool him out of al! the 


Revelations in the Goſpel, and debauch him in Principle 


and Practice; for Scepticks have faint Notions of God, 


and conſequently none of Conſcience ; they have no 
Reliſh of Vertue, and lie under no moral Reſtraints from 
Hope or Fear: So that they have nothing to do, but to 
indulge their Inclinations, to gratify Senſe, to fill ther 
Pockets with one Hand, and to empty them with tie I 
other, Now to take in a Gentleman's Money, you mul 
firſt beat down all Principles of Morality, you mul 
draw a Scheme of Gentility by the Rules of Epicwr; 
and if you can perſuade him he is only free of tit 
Town, when he has diſcharged Conſcience, and ſent back 
Religion into the Country ; you may rook him out of his 
Eſtate, with the ſame Facility you have raked him into 
Debauchery. - C 
For this Reaſon they take Care to inform him of al 
the Embelliſhments of a Town- Gentleman, without a7 


mention of the Duties of a Chriſtian. They tell him, that 


Wit is the beſt Quarter in a Gentleman's Eſcutcheon, 8 
that he muſt bid fair for a Place among the Vertuoſo 5, a 
that Profaneneſs is the ſhorteſt cut to this Prefermeſ; 

: ; | ; 2? * When 
his Wit muſt be as wretched as his Manners: es 
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he is pinch'd for a Reaſon, he muſt bolt out a Jeft ; that 
fits well enough on a Pedant, this on a Gentleman, provi- 
ded it be tipt with Impudence,and pointed with Boldneſs; 
that he muſt beware of that vulgar Error Religion, be- 
caufe it cramps Freedom, palls the Spirits, and coops up 
Liberty in a ſtrait Compaſs ; that he muſt be ſure to be 
out of the Reach of Scruples, and above the Follies of Re- 
morſe. Now ſuch e 3 driven on by Example, 
eaſily lead him into Exceffes ; and theſe help on the be- 
lief of the Doctrine; ſo that by a kind of mutual Prio- 
rity, the one ſerves for a Vehicle to the other. 
Indeed, at the beginning, Debauchery lies hard upon 
the Stomach : he pukes, and is crop-ſick ; but Practice 
and Wine carry off the Diſtemper, and then the Soul 
becomes Caſe-hardened ; he is ſo far from bluſhing at his 
Diſorders, that he thinks Ambition. a Reputation for 
Debauchery; he charges himſelf with falſe Impieties, 


x and uſurps Wickedneſſes he is only guilty of by his 
g boaſting. 3 „VV́ꝙ 

be And now being fleſht in Sin, he bounds from one diſ- 
le order to another, and turns not only a Day, but the 


hole Year into a mad Sort of Bacchanalia. Other 

ndes have ſome Weeks of a Vacation, but his go on 
e very Sundays; and generally his Profaneneſs riſes with 
the Holineſs of the Day. His firſt Jaunt is to a Treating- 
bouſe ; here he Treſpaſſes upon all the Rules of Tempe- 


the 2 and Sobriety; he over- charges his Stomach with 
"of souſts, and his Head with Wine: Appetite runs away 
nul ith Reaſon, Senſuality with Shame, and he fancies he 
pa Miy drinks like a Man, when he ſinks into the Beaſt. 
deen ſhould eat and drink to live, but he inverts the 
ck mitive Inſtitution, and ſeems only to live for the Sa- 
his isfaction of his Palate : He would never die, yet plun- 


es into Exceſſes, as if Life were a burthen ; for he is ne- 
er well till he falls Sick of a Surfeit, and almoſt out of 


ll @ Wits, till he has drowned them in Claret. 
t any rom the Table he removes to Play, and leaves the 
that us to handle the Dice; when a Gentleman has drunk 
and "ay his Reaſon, he generally flings his Money after it, 
; but 4 i cannot juſtify himſelf to the Faſhon, nor keep up 
gent, * Character, unleſs his Purſe be as light as his Head; 
ad he is haunted by a Brigade of Sharpers who ply at 


Is nee 
*ocket, and give no more Quarter to his Guinea's, 
| | | than 
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than to their own Conſcience. They cruiſe upon Gentle: 
men, like Parties in Flanders, upon Paſſengers. Poye 
and Luxury ſeal their Commiſſion; and what they ſei 
by one Crime, they throw away by another. One would 
take them for Caſſus's by their Expences, and for Cyr. 
purſes by their Filching. „ 
At firſt they ſuffer him to win, to invite him to lo 
and by good Luck decoy him into bad; but then the 

Wind chops into another Corner; Fortune ſubmits tn 

Cogging, and the Deceit over- reaches Play. A thoufan{ 
Curſes fly after good Luck, but are unable to recal it 
fo that at once he is Bankrupted of Patience, Money, an 
Grace; however, he will not ſit down with his Loſs, te 
ſuppoſes Fortune continues never long in the ſame Hy 
mour; that if the frowns to Day, ſhe- muſt ſmile ty 
Morrow: Away then he goes to a ſecond Rendezvous 
but, alas, the deſire of retrieving his Loſſes, only ſerves 
to enhance them : He ſeldom diſcovers the Deceit, til 
nothing is left to be cheated of; nor even ſuſpects over 
reaching, till Caution comes too late. 

Hy this time he has diced himſelf Sober, and the fume 
of Chagrin have maſtered thoſe of Wine. Nothing but 
a Comedy can diſpel the glooms that riſe from an emyy 
Pocket. Away then they drive to the Theatre ; and her 
Vice attacks him by the Eyes and the Ears too; he ſet 
almoſt the very ſecret Myſteries of the Stews, and heat 
all the Blaſphemies of the damned; here Lewdneb 

ſpoken, not in double Entendres, but plain Engliſh ; thi 
are Paraphraſe and Comment upon the Text, and Fall 
is ſhown without Caution or Reſerve. 

Comedy, they ſay, was deſign'd by Pagan Athen: 0 
inſtruct Youth, and to teach the Baſeneſs of Vice byil 
Puniſhment : But in Chriſtian London, it tends dire 
to debauch People all manner of Ways: For this Real 
good Men are laſht, and ill rewarded : Vertue appel 
in Sackcloth, and Vice in Embroidery ; Rakes 90 © 

with Succeſs, and ſober Men with Diſappointmel 
the Devil and the Poet chop upon the ſame Favour 
and his Fortune always riſes with his Lewdneſs. N. 
thoſe of the beſt Quality in the Play, are always 
worſt Chriſtians; they glitter in Equipage, and # 
dignified with Eſcutcheon, and often with Parent 10 


ble Vice : To perſuade People that the Blcmithes 1 1 
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mane Nature make up its Perfection, and that Gentle- 
men and Reprobates are made of the ſame Metal. Now 
who can be good under ſuch ſtrong Provocations to Evil? 
Who will pretend to Regularity, when they muſt bluſh 
for their Reſolution ? And cannot avoid Reproach, un- 
eſs they deſerve it. Believe me, Neander, when a Gen- 
tleman is pincht with this dangerous Dilemma, 7 muſt 
either forfeit my Character, or my Innocence; it's odds he 
will rather drop this, than put that to a venture, for it 


nl Woes hard when one muſt turn Lewd as it were in his 
ion Defence; and can expect no quarter, unleſs he 
nd anos out the Colours of Libertiniſm and Irreligion, and 
ic WW oaſts of thoſe Crimes he is only guilty of in Ap- 


Dea rance. | 5 

Now though ſuch hideous Flights of Profaneneſs, ſuch 
Heights of Obſcenity, and Strains of Irreligion ſhould be 
ll Pennance and Mortification to Chriſtians, yet they are 
ot only permitted, but applauded by the Nobility of 
doth Sexes, and the Standard of their Approbation is of- 
en the Undecency of the Poem : Nothing is ſuppoſed 
oft, unleſs it be rotten, and all thoſe Pieces are damned 


bur the Spectators, that damn not the Audience. When 
nahe moſt flaming Impieties are thus received with Tran- 
her port on the Stage, are they not ſtampt, as it were, with 
OG lick Authority? And when the worſt Actions are 
* oſt eſteemed, who will boggle at the Practice that 
E 


Frings both Credit and Pleaſure? It's certain the Charms 
A the Theatre, are no leſs transforming than thoſe of 
rces, it enchants Men out of their Species, they leave 
Weir Reaſon behind them, and carry Brutality to their 
odgings; it deſtroys all Principles of Religion and Mo- 
ality; it countenances Atheiſm, and places the Glory 
Gentlemen, in the Infamy of human Nature; it ſul- 
es the Imagination, boils up the Humours, and fires 


dee he Paſſions; and when it has thus ſtarted the Game, 
* Fleſh and Blood pampered by high Feeding, and ſupplied 
. mth Money, will follow the Chace; and you may take 


0 for granted, that London is better (1 mean worſe) 
ockt with Thais's than Lycretia's. Youth and Coin 
make proſtitute Women, as well as debauch'd Men, and 
e Play-houſe ſerves not only for a School to Proſti tuti- 


on, but for a Nurſery alſo to the Stews ; nay, and ſome- 
mes to Bedlam, 


NY Now 
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Now when a young Gentleman is drencht in Brutaliy; 
when criminal Amours take the aſcendant, he is undone 
to all Intent and Purpoſe ; for when Love flies high, Re, 
ſon runs low ; and whoſoever has made over his Hear 
to a Mifs, ſeldom keeps his Wits ; he lies open to all th 
Aſſaults of Artifice and Avarice, and his Soul becomg 
as Beſtial as his Pleaſures, he can think of nothing tha 


is generous or manly. So that in Concluſion he hasn * 
more of the Man, than of the Chriſtian. f 
Io comprehend all in a little; a Town-Spark is! | 
kind of Corinthian Braſs ; this is a Mixture of all Meta T 

and he a Compound of all Diſorders; he is a little Ani. " 

Chriſt, Homo cas A Man sin; and this, like the 1 

Devil in the Goſpel, is call'd Legion; he plies between 

the Tavern and the Play-houſe, and then turns off to the 0 

Groom- Porters or the Stews ; in one place he drops hi L 
Wits, in the other his Money, and every where his In, 
nocence. So that the Devil lodges moſtly in his Pocket, Wiſh, 

and always in his Soul. He has the Shape of a Man fe 

and all the Inclinations of Beaſts; his Study is to flu fe 
the moſt agreeable Objects of Senſe, and his whole dati; 
faction to enjoy em; he ſtands not upon the Niceties dM... 
Decency, nor Formalizes upon the Notions of Good aue 
Evil. Pleaſure is the Rule, as well as the End of hi | 
Actions; and altho' he be unable to ſatisfy one Paſſion, by 

de endeavours to glut them all. When he can deviſe" Wl 1 
new Crime, he entertains his Thoughts on the Ideas den 
paſt Diverftons, and fo debauches his very Memory, Me! 
well as his Will, and commits imaginary Sins, which eee 


unrepented, will be revenged with real Torments. 
I confeſs (ſaid Neander) if the Original holds up e! 
this Copy, a Town-Spaik his more of the Monſter, that 
of the Man; and I would no more come within tit 
Air of the City, than of a Peſt-houſe. But certain! 
you over-flouriſh upon an ill Subject, and paint em 1 
more diſadvantageous Colours than Nature made em 
| ſuch Creatures are found in Fancy only, not in Lift; 
and I believe Satyr has drawn ſome black Stroaks up 
Practice. Without doubt young Gentlemen are not ae; 
Saints; nor are they all Fiends ; ſome may live bettet 
and others worſe. Fas ; 
Indeed, Neander, ( replied Exſebius) J have dia 
the young Men of the Town in worſe Colours than 1 


* 
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're made em, but not ſo bad as they have made theme 
ves. Caſt a tranſient Glance on thoſe of your Acquain- 
ice, and you will confeſs our Age ſwarms with Borbo- 
ites, as well as the preceding, who. rowl in Mire (like 
wine) of the moſt hideous Senſualities ; having ſhaken 
fthe Yoke of Obedience to Parents, they break through 
he Commandments of God. Scorn all Guides but Je- 
xrity ; all Law, but the Liberty to follow every Im- 
ulſe of Paſſion ; all Labour, but that of the Devil, to 
lunge themſelves into Eternal Flames, and others with 
m, that they may find Companions in Puniſhment, as 
ell as in Pleaſure. EEG es 

But pray, what is this to the Town, (anſwer d Nean- 
er?) In ſpight of Provocation to Evil, Men may live 
ith Regularity in the very Liberties of the City ; if 
erefore they deviate from their Duty, leave the Fault 
ſt their own Door, and charge not the Town with their 
ttravagancies. I grant, Temptations are frequent, and 
fren violent; but then theſe polifh Vertue, as Fire pu- 
fes Gold. Vertue, till it be brought to the Touch-ſtone, 
as often more Luſtre than Solidity, and all its value 
angs on the Surface. But when it ſtands its Ground in 
ght of Provocation, and bears up againſt the Torrent 
Fleſh and Blood, it then appears like the Sun in its 
eridian, in Pomp and Glory. „ 
Without doubt (ſaid Euſebius) London Air has no In- 
ence on Man's Free- will; it lays under no Reſtraint, no 
tal Neceſſity. Man is Maſter of his Choice, in one 
ace as well as in another; but what avails a Power to 
re well, with a Will to live ill? A Man muſt lie under 
le irrevokable Sentence of Damnation to Sin merely for 
ns fake. Such a Strain of Malice is above the Reach 


* the moſt daring Debauchee: Intereſt, Ambition, and 
* iminal Pleaſures, are the great Incentives to Vice, theſe 
ng ie Appetite, enliven the Paſſions, and then ſubdue 
) 


e Will. Now where do theſe Temptations take up 
eir Lodgings, but in the Town? Here they are ſet off 
th all the Charms of State and Grandeur; and then be- 
les they perſecute Youth, not with Frowns, but Smiles, 
J kill with Kindneſs. 
ut you tell me, Temptation poliſhes Vertue, and di- 
guiſhes Sterling from Artifice and Appearance. Great 
dod! why don't you take a turn in a Peſt-houſe, to 
8 try 
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try the Strength of your Conſtitution, or in an Hyſjy 
to air your Eungs ? By all means; young Men ſho 
ſtep into a Brothel to refine their Chaſtity, and int; 
Tavern to practice Temperance and Sobriety. Dear 
the way to ſecure Vertue, is not to expoſe it; come ny 
within Sight of Temptation: It's a ſhort Paſſage from h 
ing provoked to Evil, and doing it: Fear is a bet 
Guardian of Piety than Confidence, and more Men hy 
forfeited it by Temerity than Caution. 

But certainly (ſaid Neander) London is not compo 
of Taverns, Brothels, and Theatres. Gentlemen may yi 
more regular Places, and fling away their Time on I 
verſions leſs dangerous and more innocent. | 

Yes (reply'd Euſebius) they may viſit a hundred ml 
thirty Churches, and I aſſure you this Jaunt would tak 

much Time off their Hands; but alas! their Buſineſſ lia 
not within Sight of a Chapel; they may alſo cry about 
the Streets Save-alls and Charcoal, or tug at an Oath 
tween Temple-Bar and White-Hall : Or, in fine, they ny 
ſteer by the Compaſs of Sir S—— D——, who dro 
every Day in a ſtately Equipage to all the Toy-ſhopsd 
tween Piccadilly and the Royal-Exchange ; he vient 
every thing, but bought nothing. The 7, woll 
not do worſe, but could not frame any Paftime better 
without doubt he play'd the Fool, but not the Rake; if 
toyed away his Tins, yet kept his Money with his l 
Nocence ; his Soul was little, though his Birth m 
great, and his Inclinations childiſh at Threeſcore. H 
ever, it's better to trifle, than to debauch away Tint 
and to be a Cxcomb, than a Reprobate. But ſuch an f 
moriſt is a Phenix, the Birth and Wonder of an Ages 
1 ſeldom meets in a Kingdom, and never in 6 
ity. 

You take Things by the wrong Handle (ſaid Negui 
and repreſent them at a Diſadvantage : If the Sun, uw 
fluenced by inferior Bodies, has ſome Spots, what wie; 
der a Town-Life be waited on by ſome Inconvenienoe 
I grant many Diverſions are not Innocent, yet all are " W 
Criminal. For Example: What harm in l the ff 
Air in Fhde-Park? And then in driving to 4 onſolt! 
Muſick ? Theſe Entertainments are genteel, they undel 
the Mind, refreth the Body, gratify the Senſes, and hat 
no Deſign upon Vertue. Ibeler 
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| believe (anſwer d Euſebius) the Air of Hide-Park is 
nore wholſume than that of Cheapſide; and that a 
outhful now and then, may be as good for the Stomach 
sa Vomit; but then Iam perſuaded a Doſe of Coun- 
ry-Air would clear the Lungs, and carry off the Smoak 
rom the Thorax, with leſs expence and danger. But do 
ou think, Neander, the Beayx and Belles have no other 
zuſineſs there, than to take in a Cargo of freſh Air? alas! 
is is only the pretence, their 2 is worſe complexion- 
0 


i d; theſe appear in the heigh P d Equi - 
| d; theſe appear in the height omp and Equipage ; 
. nd care is taken to ſet off their Charms with all the ad- 
* 


antage of Fan and Artifice; they ſmother the defects of 
ature under a Varniſh of Silk, and plain the Furrows 


King is a kind of Noah's Ark; they are, Seven unclean 
reatures, for two clean. Ladies of Honour ride Pall all, 
ith thoſe of Pleaſure ; and you will ſcarce diſtinguiſh 
hem but by their Equipage ; for you muſt know a Mifs 
ut-glitters my Lady; the runs away with the Wives 
ewels, as well as with the Husband's Heart, and com- 
nands his Purſe with no leſs Empire than his Perſon. 


oung Man, who is haunted by Paſſion, and leaves think- 


other? and may not an Intrigue begun in Publick be 
mproved in Private to Proſtitution? In a Conflux of 


re diſpoſed to ſell Pleaſure, and others to purchaſe it, 
Ine * * * * 
\h ley ſeldom diſagree upon the price; in a word, Ido not 
ef 1 in the Park is criminal; yet oftentimes its 
Ware, £ 


Though Trank not the Love of Muſick among the 
1gns of Predeſtination, yet Iam no Enemy to the Sci- 
ice, Tam not even for baniſhing it the Churches. Me- 
hinks an Organ well touch'd gives a Majeſty to the Du- 
les of Religion, and rouzes up the moſt drowzy Spirit 
o Devotion. Iam not for turning Inſtrumental Muſick 


. nn” of Civil Converſation ; noz do I think with Plato, 


art hat the Violin or Harp, have ſuch an Influence on the 

vrernment, that one String more would untune the 
m mon- wealth. I believe the Epbori of Lacedæmon had 
tle Buſineſs on their Hands, when they ſtinted the Lute- 


lere ns, ang that the Senate deſerved rather to be laugh'd 
| v3 if 


Time has ſunk in their Faces) with Pomatums ; the 


Now pray, Neander, tell me, Is here no danger for 2 


ns at home? May not Love fly from one Coach into a- 


oth Sexes, many meet upon ill Deſigns ; and when ſome | 
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it may contribute to Vice, thoſe who haunt thoſe plan 


to the height of the Poet's Fancy: It's better d in Nin 


tellect; fo that here is Arſenick thrown into Ratsbang 


Voice ſerves for a Vehicle ; they gild the Doſe, take of 
the Unpalatableneſs of the Potion, and infuſe Pleafun 


up in a Moment; it's down-right Provocation; for thi 
| ſhe ſeems to vent the Poet's Thoughts, ſhe warbles ol 
her own, and covers her Amours under the fabulon 


Sparks Conqueſt already, or intends to make one. It 
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at for ſeizing the Fiddle, than Timotheus to be blamelfy 
exceeding the publick Allowance. 5 | 

However it's certain airy Muſick raiſes ſportive h 
mours, and tunes the Spirits to Diverſion ; it awakes i 
ſion, warms the Blood, animates Fancy, and opens itt 
Pleaſure. Indeed it's not directly Vicious; yet ho fi 


are the moſt competent Judges ; but the Vocal Muſick 
lewd to Scandal, and irreligious to Exceſs; here yo 
have Lewdneſs in Folio, crowded in a Guplet, and u 
Tliad of Miſchief in a Nut-ſhell. Eo, 

The Subject is always profane or amorous ; and bo 


and Metre to help the Memory of the Audience; iti 
garnith'd with Wit to make a deep Impreſſion on the ln 


Poiſon upon Poiſon ; and beſides an airy Tune, and af 


and Tranſport ; when Lewdneſs is work'd up with Vet 
and Muſick, the Miſchief riſes; theſe drive it ſtrong 
upon Fancy and Practice. . N 

But if it be performed by a Woman, it's then Poiſa 
thrice boiled, mortal and ſudden: It attacks not Veri 
by Siege and Approaches, but like Gun-powder blows 


Names of Clors and Sylvia, A Woman that courts i 
Muſick, ſollicits in good earneſt, and is either font 


odds, that ſhe who ſings ill things will do worſe ; 0 
when the Inclination is engaged by a fine Voice, 4 
melting Notes ; when the words recommend the Buſinel 
of Lewdneſs, and the Sex pleads for it, whether Paſſiol 
be not like to get the better of Duty, I leave (Nandi | 
to your Conlideration. ue hn ds I 

But certainly, Sir, (reply'd Neander) Vice is not in 
flouriſhing, nor Vertue in ſo ſinking a Condition #5 you 
would periuade me; who would not think by you! , 
courſe, that Licentiouſneſs and Impiety had alas 


City Charter, and by a Quo Warranto, diveſted the M, 
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ind Aldermen of the Government, to invade it them- 
eres? You draw a Picture of London in as black Colours, 
s the Scripture paints Sodom and Gomorrah, and repre- 
ent the Inhabitants Sinners before the Lord, from the high- 
| to the loweſt ; but for all that a Gentleman may find 
ober and civil Company; and Iam acquainted with 
erſons of Character, who make a Conſcience of doing 

Re OO „ 
I met once (ſaid Ezſebizs) a poor Fellow poring on a 
Book; well Tom, (faid I) what Book haſt thou there? 
he Bible, Maſter, (reply'd Tom.) The Bible, ſaid II its 
good Book. There is (no doubt) ſober and civil Com- 
pany in Town, here and there, if a body could but find it; 
but bad ſo prodigiouſly over-tops it both in Number and 


en Osvality, that there is no coming at it; like Gold in the 

ane Mine, it muſt be found by Sweat and Labour; and then 

1 too, you muſt remove a Tun of Duſt for one Ounce of 
e Oar. 4 „ TE eng 
aul believe alſo with Tom, that here and there a body may 
Veri and a Conſcience ; but then you muſt be at the Charge 
doof 2 Hye and CY, or ſend the Conſtable with a Warrant 


upon the Expedition; for Conſcience of late, like Deb- 
tors, ſculks in the Dark, or walks the Streets incognito; 
and then when you have arreſted it in Her Majeſty's 
Name, a Man knows not what to make of it; it ſtands 
at Trifles, and breaks through Enormities ; ſtrains at a 
Flea, and ſwallows a Camel. T——H—— took check 
at a Companion for ſinging a harmleſs Air upon the 


6 MLords-day: He, fe! I will not ſuffer (faid he) the Sab. 
bb 10 be thus profaned in my preſence. Vet the next Sun- 


day this very Conſcience invited the Sabbath- breaker to 
a Brothel. This Gentleman had a Conſcience (no doubt) 
but ſomething in diſorder : One would have taken him 
for an African Negro, who places Beauty in Blackneſs, 
and Deformity in a clear Complexion. A gay Humour, 
in his Opinion, was a capital Crime, and Fornication 
an innocent Diverſion. The Town and Liberties ſwarm 


in OW with this Breed of Conſciences ; they are bought at eaſy 
z tes; nay, are become both a Drug and a Nuſance to 
Dit Commerce and Society. | = 
1 08 1 have, indeed, drawn London in Black Colours; but 
10 methinks the Copy nicks the Original; and if it reſem- 


les Sydow, who can help it; the Fault lies in the Like- 
Ii4 „ 
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neſs. And then for the Belles, they are caſt in the fame 


Belief is excellent, but our Manners ſtark nought; and 
diſown his Maxims; reverence his Perſon, and deſpiſe 


his Commands: This is in ſome meaſure a forty-t 
Diſtinction, when Men honoured and fought for the 


Pantheon: We have trick d up Chriſtianity in all Dre 
ſes, and modelled it to the Fanſie of French and Enyli 


leave the High-road, to ſteal in at a By-lane. 


of the Law, few are realy believed; for where Rene 
lation is queſtioned, Pra 


Latitude of Faith draws after it a greater of Principles 


488 The Gentleman Inſtructed. 


neſs of their Faces, not in the Painter. Indeed, I fem Mol: 
a Fortapolis, and a London Beau, are of the'ſame Alloy: 
true to Fleth and Blood, but falſe to Sobriety and Good: ple 


Mold. Vanity, Balls; and Dreſſing, run away with the 
Paleſtine Ladies Thoughts, and do not they monopolize I fk 
our London Ladies time? In fine, the Foreign Vices c 
both Sexes thrive in our Climate; and if Syria has ſt M 2wa 


us a Pattern, London out-does the Original. You vil ſelv 


tell me London is a reformed City, how then dare I con- 
pare the Exceſſes of a Chriſtian People with the hideow 


Diſorders of Fagans ? Is not this to ſet Idolatry above thehcc: 
Worſhip of the true God, and the Slaves of Belzh 


above the Children of Jeſus Chriſt ? By no means; ou 


this is the Riddle, that Men ſhould profeſs Chriſt, aul 


King againſt the Tyranny of Charles Steward, and broke 
the fundamental Laws of the Nation, to maintain them, 
Our Nation is a Babel of Religions, and the City; 


Fanaticiſm. One would think we were upon the diſc 
very of new Paſſages into Heaven, as well as into ting 
South and T arterean Seas; or that each Man reſolvedt 


Now when forty Religions ſnug under the Protect 


ice will of courſe be broug 
to the Bar, and then it's. odds, thoſe Principles that i 
vour Nature, will get the Advantage over thoſe that i 
train it. Tho' therefore London be a reformed City, 


and when theſe are rotten, how ſhall our Behaviourd 


found ? 8 4 | 
Well (faid Neander) but ſuppoſe our Privy Coundl fan 
thinks fit to baniſh, by Proclamation, young Gentlemeſſſches, 
twenty Miles from the Town, will they remove out us ſu 
the reach of Vice, and ſtand clear of thoſe diſorders tiMupon 
wait on a City Life? I fanſfie Vice is a Weed that owe c 
runs Villages as well as Towns; and a Man who! Conf 


fol 
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ſolves to regale Appetite, may feaſt it in Northumberland; 
nay, and at a cheaper rate too. Now a low-ſeaſon'd 
Pleaſure that coſts but a Crown, reliſnes better, and rai- 
ſes a more agreeable Senſation on the Organ, than a hi 
ſpiced Satisfaction that coſt twenty; and then for God's 
fke, what buſineſs have unſettled Gentlemen on their 
hands in their Father's Houſes? Do they not ſaunter 
away their Lives in Kennels and Stables; and run them- 
ſelves down in the Chace of Hares and Foxes ? So that 
living among Peaſants and Beaſts, they put on the Beha- 
viour of thoſe, and all the Brutality of theſe ; and thus 
become half Man, half Beaſt : For, in a word, a Coun- 
try-Gentleman js a compound of much Pride, and little 
Merit, a Sultan in a ſmall Pariſh, a Tyrant in buſto, and 
z Clown at length; he eats much, but drinks more, 
March-Beer is his Nectar, and Powder'd-Beef his Ambro- 
ſum; and when he has lain ſome Neighbours on their 
_ at the Barrels-head, he ſhines in the top of his 
ory. mn 1 8 
| You miſtake me, Neander (replied Euſebius) Lazineſs 
and Plenty live in Hamlets, as well as Cities, and Vice 
always makes a part of their Retinue; there is no Sanctu- 
ary on this fide the Moon againſt diſorders; no Sin is 
z prerogative only granted to Heaven; and tho Grace 
and Caution may preſerve us from guilt, they don't from 
anger. 5 
Bur however this Plague rages more in Town than in 
the Country, and carries off more there in one Pariſh in a 
Week, than here in a whole Country in a twelve Month. 
Temptations ſollicit, but bad Company ſpurs on to 
Wickedneſs. If in the Country Debauchery be ſome- 
times practiſed, in Towns it's openly profeſs'd ; here are 
Khools and Academies of this black Art, tho' not by 
Licence, yet at leaſt by Connivance. Procureſſes receive 
stipends, and Gentlemen give Procuration-Money as well 
for their pleaſures, as their play: In ſhort, Wickedneſs 
ij brought to method, principle and demonſtration ; and 
fancy we ſhall take up again our Anceſtors Trunk-bree- 
ches, before we lay down this deteſtable Science. Let 
us ſuppoſe a Country-Gentleman is ſomething too ſevere 
upon harmleſs Animals; is it not more pardonable to 
Inn down a Hare, than an Eſtate ? To worry a Fox, than 
Conſcience ? Take things by the worſt handle, and you 
11 2 Og. ops TEST IT: TEENS may 
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may ſay he rides, hunts, ſhoots, and ſaunters away his 
Life: But a Town-Spark whores, blaſphemes, drinks 
dices away Health, Eſtate, and Soul into the bargain. The 
Diverſion of thoſe are mean, of theſe Vicious and Criminal. 
T hoſe might live better, and theſe cannot worſe. This 
being ſo, the Diſorders of, the former come not within 
view of thoſe of the latter: T hoſe ſpend their time like 
Keepers, theſe like Fiends. Thoſe fall below the level of 
Gentlemen, and theſe of Chriſtians. 
What Remedy (ſays Neander?) More caution and 
Tefs ill-nature in Parents, (anſwer'd Euſebius.) Had they 
more care of their Children,!theſe might have more Senſe 
of their Duty. There would be leſs Idleneſs in the 


World, and conſequently leſs Vice. Let them apply be. 


times their younger Sons to ſome honeſt Calling, that 
they may beat out of Induſtry and Labour a handſome 
Livelihood. This will employ their Thoughts, and their 
time, and keep Temptation at a diſtance. A Man that 
has honeſt Buſineſs on his Hands, ſeldom harbours diſhc- 
neſt Deſigns in his Heart: Beſides, it ſecures his riper 
Years. Nobility alone (as the World goes) is a lender 
Inheritance. Good Blood muſt have good Coin to ap- 
_ pear ſignificant, and make a figure. A Gentleman that 

lives by his Wits muſt turn off Conſcience, and will 
take leave of Religion. An Annuity of fifty Pounds per 
Annum ſinks quickly to the lees. An unlucky throw of 
the Dice ſets it a-tilt. And then a Miſer's ſtipend caſts 
him at leaſt two Years behind hand. Poverty hangs 
heavy on all Men; it diſpirits Courage, tempts Vertue, 
and dares a Man to be wicked; it caſts him into De- 
ſpair. Now a Gentleman cannot poſlibly fall into 2 
worſe Diſeaſe. For it deads all thoughts of Birth, Ho- 
nour, and Vertue, and forces him either to turn Pad on 
the Road, or Sharper in Town; and then he ends his 
Days by the Sword, or the Halter. : 

Parents muſt ſettle the Heir betimes : And it's more 
adviſeable to do it a Year too ſoon, than a Month too 
late. The care of a Family will take up a great part o 
his time, and of his thoughts. And when they are tied 
to Buſineſs, they will ſcarce be at leiſure to purſue cri- 
minal Pleaſures. Generally our heart and our concerns 
lodge in the ſame apartment, and when theſe lie at home, 
that ſeldom ſtirs abroad.. 7. 7 

7. 
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T. F. was a young Gentleman of Jus ik. 
His Eſtate equall'd his Birth, and his Endowments both. 
Nature had join'd a graceful preſence to an extraordi- 
nary Wit. So that it was hard to determine, whether 
he ſtood more obliged to Providence for the Symmetry 
of his Body, or the Ornaments of his Soul. He was 
paſt one and twenty, and I uſed all my Intereſt with his 
Father to ſettle him. I told him, in all Probability, his 
Son would prove like the Prophet's Figs, either very good 
or very bad, that his Complexion promiſed nothing ordi- 


nary. For he had great Paſſions, tho his Education chain'd 


'em: And if they got looſe, they would drive him upon 


| the greateſt Extravagancies. A Match of 1coco I. was 


propos d; and nothing remain'd to conclude it, but a 
Settlement of 500 J. per Annum in preſent upon the young 
Gentleman his Son. But the very word Settlement threw 
the old Gentleman off the hinges, and ſcared him into all 
the Poſtures of Impatience; ſuch Scenes of Extravagance 
are ſeldom ſeen in Bedlam. Never Man in his Wits bet- 
ter topt the Frenzies of a Madman. He was one of 
thoſe who rave after Money, when they have leaſt uſe 
for it ; and furniſh their Pockets with great Viaticums, 
when they are almoſt at their Journey's end. I thought 
he was within an Ace of playing the Deſperado, like Api- 
cizs the Roman, who ſtabbed himſelf with thirty thouſand 
Pounds in Cath, out of an Apprehenſion of dying in Po- 
verty ; and thus not to die a Beggar, expir'd like a Mad- 
man. He was deaf to advice, and Paſſion had quite ma- 
ſter d Reaſon. He ftill ſuppoſed the ſame Pen that ſign'd 
the Conveyance, would write his Execution ; that Life 

and Money would go together. SES 
The young Squire talked both of his Miſtreſs and his 
Money, took check, and over acted the very Extrava- 
gances of his Father. He ſpurr'd to London, and left a 
thouſand Curſes behind him. Here he ſtruck up with 
Sharpers, Scourers, and Alſatians. And to compleat his 
Misfortune, made acquaintance with the Players. He 
bounded from bad to worſe, till he finiſhed a courſe of 
Debauchery, and undid himſelf to revenge his Father's 
Unkindnefs, 3 
The old Gentleman ſeem'd unconcern'd at his Son's 
isbehayiour, and comforted himſelf with good Wives 
Proverbs, An untoward Child (ſaid he) will make 4 brave 
: 1 *** Man; 
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Man; He will take up when he has ſow d his wild Oats. But 
alas, be took up only Money, Blaſphemies, Lewdneſs, and 
trreligion : And all thoſe accurſt Principles that ſtupify 
ee ee and give liberty to Appetite. I had the 25 


tune to meet this unhappy Gentleman. Gloomineſs, me- 


thought ſat on his face, and Diſcontent appear d in even 
motion. I ſuppoſe Conſcience made ſome Efforts to 


reſcue him, and that a kind Remonſtrance might lecture 
Him into his Duty. But no; he was too far gone for x 
Cure. Vice had got the Aſcendant, and twiſted it ſelf 
with his Nature. He ſeem'd rather fond than aſhamed 


of his Exceſſes, and almoſt grown proud of his Misbeha- 
viour. The Cauſe of his Melancholy lay in his Pocket, 


He had Baſſetted away his Money, and his good Humour; 
and as his Debts ſwell'd, his Credit ſunk, and the Ap- 


prehenſions of Bailiffs and Catch-poles daſh'd all his 


Sweets with Gall and Wormwood, 


In fine, fleſh'd in Debauchery, he was paſt Recovery: 


So that he run on in the broad Way, till a Stab ſtopt his 
career, to begin a longer courſe of torments. Now had 


his Father been kinder, he might have lived a fine Gen- 
tleman, and died a pious Chriſtian. But the old Mans 
Avarice diſcarded him of all the Sentiments of a Parent, 


| To fave a penny, he expoſed his Son, and ſo ruin'd him 
eternally, to gratifie a Caprice. | 1 


Well (ſaid Neander) this Cruelty of the Father ſhould 
ſtand upon record as a perpetual Caveat to Parents, and 


the unfortunate End of the Son ſhould ſcare young Gen- 


tlemen from a hair-brain'd Paſſion, debauch'd Company, 
and a Town-life. It's a bleſſing to reap inſtruction 
from anothers Misfortune ; but it's a ſevere Puniſhment 
to teach Poſterity by our own, You have convinc d me, 
dear Euſebius, of the danger of a Town-life ; and I wil 
not run into the arms of Temptation. We are not ſe 
cure when we fly the occaſion, much leſs when we 

I applaud your Reſolution (replied Euſebius) Tempta. 
tions will certainly be too hard for good Counſel, and 
Incentives to Vice for Exhortation to Vertue. It you 
intend to fly Sin, retire from Danger. A pious Reſolu- 
tion is ſeldom Proof againſt a ſtrong Invitation to Evil. 
Neander ſtay'd ſome Months with Euſebius; he had ſych 
a reſpect for his Perſon, ſuch a Veneration for his Ve 


h- 9: 
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that nothing was able to wean him from his Converſa- 
tion, but a peremptory Command of his Father to re- 
turn Home. 


98888888 COS 8888885 
DIALOGUE UL 

How E VvSEBLIUS behaved himſelf in the Management 

1 of his Eftate. IS 


Esbit had been train d up in the Court and Camp; 
— yet he eſpous d the Vices of neither: He remember d 
the Covenant he had made in the Font of Baptiſm with 
his Saviour; that there he renounced all Amity with the 
World, and promis'd to comply with all the Maxims of 
the Goſpel, He endeavour'd therefore to keep up to the 
Height of the Engagement, and poſt-pon'd all temporal 
Pretenſions to thoſe of Eternity. A Senſe of his Duty to 
his King and Country, fix'd him in both theſe Stations, 
not a view of Intereſt or Glory. And he has been often 
heard to ſay, That thoſe who are Slaves to Money, command 
Conſcience, and ſcorn. to truckle to the vulgar Notions of 
Good and Evil. So that an intereſted Man throws off 
Honeſty, when he takes up the Deſire of Wealth ; and is 
as far from being a truſty Miniſter to his Prince, as a 
1 faithful Servant to his Maſter. In every Poſt he beha- 
a red himſelf with that Uprightneſs and Vigilance ; nay, 
and Succeſs alſo ; ſo that all confeſs'd his Merits anſwer'd 


Vs WY his Station; but he never courted any Recompence, be- 
je: ſides the Satisfaction of having diſcharg'd his Duty. His 


Ambition was to deſerve Preferment, not by Placets to 
extort it; nor was he ever heard to murmur (when put 
by) that Favour over-topt Merit, or that Recommenda- 
tions took place of long Service. At the Revolution he 
withdrew from Buſineſs, and could never be perſuaded 
to ſtrike in with the new Government. | 

1 Having retreated from the Noiſe and Hurry of the 
oy Town, he began to conſider the Inftability of humane 
28; Things, and concluded that worldly Happineſs is preca- 
vil you, and ſtands not only upon a Precipice, but upon 

ue doo, altho it's a difficult Point to prevail with a great 
ue Man, and to depend on his Grandeur, or to perfuad 
tue, I P | 9 P I u . e 
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will ſink into Duſt, and bury him under the Ruins. If 


3 — Ps ew __——_— 
"PF: B , 


what Security without them? If Friends turn treache. 
rous, who dare we Truſt ? If Relations betray us, where 
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be taken away; ſo that the moſt wealthy, the moſt dig. 


His Treaſures were Immenſe, but his Prodigality was 
greater, and his Wants ſurpaſs'd both. Money never 


Hie is not poor that has enough, but he who poſſeſſes Mil- 
lions, if he deſires more. 


either Emptineſs or a Surfeit waits upon ſublunary En- 


Satisfaction here, that is only to be found hereafter. 


the World, that he flung up all Pretenſions to future Ad. 


him his Station is ſlippery, or that the Babel he has raisd 


Princes fall, (ſaid he) where ſhall Subjects find ſure 
Footing ? If we are unſafe, ſurrounded with Guards 


muſt we expect Fidelity ? All this World can give, may 


nify d Man upon Earth has this only advantage above the 
Peaſant, that in a Moment he may tumble lower, and 
conſequently be more miſerable. For certainly he is le 
unhappy when Fortune never favour, than he ſhe has 
forſaken. Why then do we unpeople Provinces to glut 
our Ambition, and raiſe Cities to build proud Palaces up- 
on their Ruins? Why do we unbowel the Earth to feaſt 
our Avarice, and ſweat under Ground to purchaſe Cares 
and Diſcontent above it ? For who has moſt to loſe, has 
always moſt to fear. The higheſt Station puts no Bounds 
to an ambitious Spirit, nor the vaſteſt Treaſures to a co- 
vetous one. When Alexander had even gotten All, he 
deſired ſomething more. His Wiſhes ſwell'd with his 
Conqueſt, and his Pride march'd farther than his Armies, 


makes a Man rich; the more he has, the more he covetz. 


Seeing therefore Inconſtancy, Cares, Diſſatiſ faction, and 


Joyments, why do we place our Happineſs fo low ? And 
court Vexation of Spirit for our ſupream Felicity ? God 
has ſeated our true Enjoyments above the Smoak of this 
inferior World, and out of the Reach of Caſualties. In 


vain therefore we weary our ſelves in the Purſuit of real 
This Conſideration ſo wean'd Ezſebizs from the Love of 


vancements, and reſolv'd to lay out his Time upon the 
Purchaſe -of a happy Eternity. He kept his Word, for 
immediately he withdrew into the Country, and allied 
all the Qualities of a Gentleman, ſo handſomely with the 
Duties of a Chriſtian, that it was hard to judge whethei 


his Behaviour was more Genteel, or more Religious. Hie 
| | | was 


The Gentleman Inſlrufed, a6 


was wont to ſay, T hoſe lie under a Miſtake, who 9 - 


Vertue is an Enemy to good Breeding ; that a Man muſt 
turn off Civility to commence a Saint, and disband from 
the Society of Men, to keep a Correſpondence with God. Ny 
10, (continu d he) Chrifuniy makes Men honeff indeed. 
but not Clowns ; it forbids Grimace, but not Sincerity ; i. 


temper innocent Mirth with a ſeaſonable Reſervedneſs. So 
har we may keep up to the height of our Duty to God 
nthout dropping our Obligation to Neighbourhood and So 
ety. . 


and innocent Diverſions; or rather he devoted it inti rely 


rom his Creator, even in the Government of his Fami- 


„ own. WL. 


Payer, or the reading of good Books. And he took 
ach a Pleaſure in them, that he renounced all unprofita- 
ble and profane Lectures, in which ſo many Perſons em- 
oy their Time to avoid Idleneſs, by an Idleneſs no leſs 


* 
* 


an, and often more dangerous. | — 

He could not endure the ridiculous Affections of many 
entlemen, that is not only paſs'd into a Cuſtom, but 
inoſt into a Law; who ſuppoſe the leaſt Inſight into 
teir Concerns forfeits their Patent. and throws em be- 
a the level of Quality; that it's a Mark of Peaſantry 
obalance their Incomes with their Expences; or to take 
otice whether their Revenues will keep touch with 
eir Prodigality. One would think, Gentlemen took 
It. DryJen's Satyr in Don Sebaſtian for a Panegyrick, who 
lows em full Pockets, and empty Heads; great Eſtates in 


ond, and none in Wit, N 5 

Fo Euſebius thought it no more below the Station of a 
he entleman, to take Care of an Eſtate, than to poſſeſs one. 
for Ne ſuſpected not the Fidelity of his Steward, yet he 
ied bought it againſt the Laws of Prudence to truſt him too 
the r; for he knew Men are ſeldom careful of others Con- 
het ens, when they are negligent in their own: That it's a 


augerous Experiment, to put even Honeſty it ſelf to the 
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I 14ts 4 Mean between Foppiſhneſs and Nuſticity, and forbids 
0 ſhow no Breeding by affecting to ſhow too mach. . 
ſwooths the Brow as well as the Conſcience, and knows to 


Euſebius divided the Day between Devotion, Buſineſs, 


to God; becauſe he raiſed to a ſupernatural End the moſt 
indifferent Actions, and never withdrew his Thoughts 


y, or Heat of his Recreations. So ſoon as he was up, 
he retired into his Cloſet, and paſs'd an Hour either in 
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him his Station is ſlippery, or that the Babel he has raisd 


will ſink into Duſt, and bury him under the Ruins. If 


Princes fall, (ſaid he) where ſhall Subjects find ſure 
Footing ? If we are unſafe, ſurrounded with Guards, 


what Security without them? If Friends turn treache. 


rous, who dare we Truſt ? If Relations betray us, where 
muſt we expect Fidelity? All this World can give, may 
be taken away ; ſo that the moſt wealthy, the moſt dig. 
nify'd Man upon Earth has this only advantage above the 
Peaſant, that in a Moment he may tumble lower, and 
conſequently be more miſerable. For certainly he is leſs 
unhappy when Fortune never favour'd, than he ſhe has 
forſaken. Why then do we unpeople Provinces to glut 
our Ambition, and raiſe Cities to build proud Palaces up- 
on their. Ruins? Why do we unbowel the Earth to feaf 


our Avarice, and ſweat under Ground to purchaſe Cares 


and Diſcontent above it ? For who has moſt to loſe, has 


always moſt to fear. The higheſt Station puts no Bounds 
to an ambitious Spirit, nor the vaſteſt Treaſures to a co- 


vetous one. When Alexander had even gotten All, he 
deſired ſomething more. His Wiſhes ſwell'd with his 
Conqueſt, and his Pride march'd farther than his Armies. 
His Treaſures were Immenſe, but his Prodigality was 
greater, and his Wants ſurpaſs'd both. Money never 
makes a Man rich ; the more he has, the more he covets. 
He is not poor that has enough, but he who poſſeſſes Mil- 


lions, if he deſires more. 


Seeing therefore Inconſtancy, Cares, Diſſatisfaction, and 


either Emptineſs or a Surfeit waits upon ſublunary En- 


Joyments, why do we place our Happineſs fo lo,? And 


court Vexation of Spirit for our ſupream Felicity? God 


has ſeated our true Enjoyments above the Smoak of this 
inferior World, and out of the Reach of Caſualties. In 


vain therefore we weary our ſelves in the Purſuit of real 


Satisfaction here, that is only to be found hereafter. 
This Conſideration ſo wean'd Exſebius from the Love of 


the World, that he flung up all Pretenſions to future Ad- 


vancements, and reſolv'd to lay out his Time upon the 
Purchaſe of a happy Eternity. He kept his Word, for 
immediately he withdrew into the Country, and allied 
all the Qualities of a Gentleman, ſo handſomely with the 
Duties of a Chriſtian, that it was hard to judge whethe! 
his Behaviour was more Genteel, or more Religious. He 


Was 
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yas wont to ſay, T hoſe lie under a Miſtake, who fancy 
yertue is an Enemy to good Breeding ; that a Man ruſt 
unn off Civility to commence a Saint, and disband from 
the Society of Men, to keep a Correſpondence with God. No, 
10, (continu d he Chrifuniy makes Men hone ff indeed, 
but not Clowns ; it forbids Grimace, but not Sincerity ; it 
puts 4 Mean between ; thang and Ruſfticity, and forbids 
[ 


1 ſhow no Breeding by affecting to ſhow too much. Pertue 
ſwoths the Brow as well as the Conſcience, and knows to 
per innocent Mirth with 4 ſeaſonable Reſervedneſs. So 
that we may keep up to the height of our Duty to God, 
vithout dropping our Obligation to Neighbourhood and So- 
(letY. | 3 | | | 
Bafin divided the Day between Devotion, Buſineſs, 
ind innocent Diverſions; or rather he devoted it intirely 
to God; becauſe he raiſed to a ſupernatural End the moſt 
indifferent Actions, and never withdrew his Thoughts 
from his Creator, even in the Government of his Fami- 
u or Heat of his Recreations. So ſoon as he was up, 
he retired into his Cloſet, and paſs'd an Hour either in 
Prayer, or the reading of good Books. And he took 
ſuch a Pleaſure in them, that he renounced all unprofita- 
le and profane Lectures, in which ſo many Perſons em. 
oy their Time to avoid Idleneſs, by an Idleneſs no leſs 
nin, and often more dangerous. FFF 
He could not endure the ridiculous Affections of many 
bentlemen, that is not only paſs'd into a Cuſtom, but 
inoft into a Law; who ſuppoſe the leaſt Inſight into 
heir Concerns forfeits their Patent, and throws em be- 
hu the level of Quality; that it's a Mark of Peaſantry 
to balance their Incomes with their Expences; or to take 
Notice whether their Revenues will keep touch with 
their Prodigality. One would think, Gentlemen took 
Mr. Drylen's Satyr in Don Sebaſtian for a Panegyrick, who 


lows em Full Pockets, and empty Heads; great Eſtates in 


of ad, and none in Wit. 3 
d. . -#/cbins thought it no more below the Station of a 
ge Centleman, to take Care of an Eſtate, than to poſſeſs one. 


be ſuſpected not the Fidelity of his Steward, yet he 


or müpe Tide! hi a 

d ought it againſt the Laws of Prudence to truſt him too 
he Nr; for he knew Men are ſeldom careful of others Con- 
ct eins, when they are negligent in their own: That it's a 


agerous Experiment, to put even Honeſty it ſelf £ Ns 
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an infallible Symptom of 4 1 Eſtate, or a loſt Cnſci. 
ence, For who will run upon 1 
hand? Or, who intends to pay his Debts, that has Cre: I 


His Quality, and his Equipage to his Purſe, not to his Ti- 
tle. For neither Patent nor Coronets are a Protection to 2 


to the Man in the Goſpel, poſſeſs'd by a Legion of De 
vils; when one goes out, a hundred return to tormea , 7 


_ confined, and commit themſelves cloſe Priſoners to the 
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Trial. For alas, it's odds, that a Servant will cheat with: 
out Scruple, when he can without Diſcovery. He there. 
fore every Week call'd his Steward to Account, view 
the Regiſters, and balanced his Receipts with his Expen- 
ces. And thus he kept within Compaſs, and lived hang. 
ſomely upon his own; not upon the Sweat of poor Shop. Mt 
keepers and Labourers. For he look'd on the taking 
upon Credit, as a blur to a Gentleman's Reputation, - 
And he uſed to ſay, To run deep in Merchant's Books, i 


ick, that has Money in 


dit to contract em, and no Fund to quit Scores? 
He therefore modell'd his Family to his Eftate, not to 


Injuſtice. And certainly he is guilty of this Crime, who 
contracts Debts he knows himſelf unable to conceal: 7 
Indeed it's a Gentleman's Practice, and ſo is the Breac "Ty 
of all God's Commands: But alas, Quality can't fand N. 
fy an ill Action, nor unhallow a good one. 
Euſebius could not endure to enter his Name in Mer 
chant's Books ; he would therefore rather defer a Pur "Fx 
chaſe, than take it upon Truſt. He compared Debtoryliſſh! * 


him. The thought of a Bailiff throws 'em into Fits 
and the Sight of a Creditor, like the Eye of a Baſilis 
ſtrikes em dead with Apprehenſion : So that they fe 


the Light, and like Owls and Bats range in Darkneſs ann / 


Obſcurity ; they confine themſelves out of fear of den d. 


Lodgings, not to be mew'd up in a Dungeon. In a word 
they lead the Lives of Criminals, fear every Man, 4 
ſcorn'd by all, and pitied by none; and too often, in ſpit 


ol Caution, they too took up in a Goal, and there di n Ar 


unregarded, like Rats, behind the Hangings. - 
One Day a young Gentleman gave En 2 Viſit. H G 5 

was one of thoſe who place all their Concerns in t 

World, without a Regard to the other. An extravagi 

Admirer of Life, and yet ſeem'd to be tir'd of it. H 

lived ſo faſt, that he out-lived a Year in one Day; ® 

one would have thought his only Buſineſs was to por nce? 

1 | | 
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his Expences kept pace with thoſe of a Duke ; ſo that in 


Qbmiſſion demanded of his Worſhip the Payment of a 
Debt ; but he had been ſo often haunted by ſuch Spirits, 


For he was laviſhing of Promiſes, though ſparing in the 
Performance, and always gave great Hopes, but never 
Money. | 55 | a | | h 


tay I inquire into the Fellow's Buſineſs. 1 ſuppoſe he for- 
wt his Diſtance, and paſs d the Bounds of Civility ; for 
jou ſeem'd ina Ferment, and diſmiſ, d him withWarmth 
and MOOT e : 5 


The 
Jeſte I day. | 


What? To bait a Gentleman for an old Debt is unhand- 
ime, and affronting too. For what was Paſſion given 


ogues ſhould be muzzled and bound up to their good 
cha viour: Beſides, the Sum perchance is inconſiderable. 
A Trifle, ( reply'd 


lylor ; his Gate and Impndence proclaim'd his Profeſ- 
im. A Varlet without Breeding, without Conſcience, or 
hon his Retirement, to ſhirk into an Audience: nay, and 
dme upon ſo unwelcome an Errand, argues ſmall Reſpe& 


i: Quality, and leſs Behaviour. And then, where is 


anding ? A Taylor's Right wears out with his Merchan- 


Ie. And when a Gentleman throws off his Cloaths, 
"1 makes over the Obligation of Payment to his Valet de 
bs lambre, A Taylor ſhould no more think of asking a 


hebt, than a Gentleman of paying it. But, dear Sir, 
allery apart. Can Time preſcribe againſt Juſtice? Muit 
n forfeit his Right, becauſe you fling up your Inno- 
ce? Or is it a leſs Impudence to refuſe a juſt Payment, 


K k — 


| " Grave. He had a handſome Eſtate, but too ſmall for 
his Prodigality ; it anſwer'd the Dignity of a Knight, but 


1 few Years it run upon the Lees, and his Credit ſunk 
with his Fortune. A Creditor found him out, and with 
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that he had the knack of Laying, as well as raiſing them. 


Well, ſays Euſebius, when he had diſmiſs'd the Man) 


aſcal (anſwer'd the 8 ark) duns me for a Debt 
f Ten Years ſtanding; as if I enterd his Books only 
Nay, (ſaid Euſebius, with a Smile) that's inſufferable, 


s, but to let loſe upon ſo provoking Occaſions? Thoſe 


| the Gentleman) not above a Hun- 
td Pounds, the Price of a Winter and Summer Suit. 
My Mind pave me (ſaid Euſebius) the Fellow was a 


vod-nature, thus to way-lay a Gentleman; to break in 


te Raſcal's Conſcience to demand a Debt of Ten Years 
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than to ſollicit it? Believe me, Sir, he is not to blatie 


of 
who asks his Due, but he who compels him. And it, Ml rt 
Teſs becoming to live at free Quarter upon Merchants and vi 
Tradeſmen, than to demand Satisfaction for the Grie, Ml te! 
Vance. | 8 35 * : on 
You remember, I preſume, that once upon a Time, i tic 
Daw of great Family, but ſmall Revenues, had a Month an: 
Mind to be fine. He was low in Caſh, but fluſh of Cre. cn 
dit, and ſo took up on Tick a gawdy Equipage. HM ut 
lorded it among his Neighbours, and forgetting his Pe. the 
digree, pretended Alliance to the Bird of Paradiſe. Bu anc 
In the height of hisProſperity hisCreditors attack d him; 
and being unable to return either Money or Security, the 
they ftrip'd him of his Bravery, and turn'd him into P 
the Woods, in puris naturalibus. And then all thoſe y vit 
cophants, that fawn'd upon his Fortune, laugh'd at high ke 
Folly, and turn'd Sir Fob# Daw, in plain Fack ; nay, aud Hus 
threw him among the Rooks for his Puniſhment. - Tue 
There needs no Key to the Fable. The Applicatio ſolit 
fits on the Surface. Nay, our Sparks have been at th turn 
Charge of turning it into real Story, and ſo are fad I lane 
ſtances both of the Bird's Pride on the one ſide, and Fol ſour 
ly on the other; and though they barter not their Qual lem 
ty, they are ſtrip'd of its Support; and then they knoc dirt] 
off naked of Ornament, and conſequently of Rega Lo: 
For Nobility, without Caſh, makes but a lean Figuren! 
one Ounce of Gold weighs forty Coats of Arms. Ih nut. 
the Blood of a Hero rowls in your Veins, if Chink ha ike 
forſaken your Pocket, you muſt ſhear off to Rooks for Bu 
Maintenance; for Regard riſes and falls by the ſecret Liſe": 
9 8 of zt 1 | 1 1 ny ; a * tay 
Pray, Sir, a Paraphraſe it you pleaſe, (reply d the Ce n 
demaf on the Parable; for, N Thin unable pate 
ſee through it; unleſs you intend by a fly Innxend | am! 
condemn me to the Trade of Purſe-taling on the King | No 
High-way. Under Favour, (ſaid Euſebius) it's not n 10 5 
Province to ſet any Man his Task; but I am a kind of! tne { 
gure-flinger,and pretend to tell young Men's Fortune, n dic , 
indeed by the help of the black Art, but by their ownC0 10 
duct. You take upon truſt with both Hands, and pay vi k 5 
neither; you wade up to the Chin in Taylor's Books, . p, * 


fink over Head and Ears in Vintners; card away 50 
in a Night, and fling into a Miſs's Lap 1000 . mine 
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one Family in the Country, anether in the Town. You 
receive 2000 J. per Annum, and disburſe Five. Now, 
where muſt this Prodigality end, but in Poverty, Con- 
tempt, and Deſpair ? And when a Gentleman is waited 
on by three ſuch Attendants, he is equip'd for any Prac- 
tice. Neceſſity is a bad Counſellor, and Deſpair a worſe ; 
and I can aſſure you, they have ſet ſome Gentlemen up- 
on unwarrantable Enterprizes : For when they have no 
Fund to live on, they muſt live by their Wits, and then 
they are forc'd to caſt up their Accounts at Old-Bailies, 
and to pay the Reckoning ar Hide-Park Corner. 

Young Gentlemen muſt live up to their Birth (ſaid 


the Gentleman.) 5 yy 

Provided (anſwer'd Euſebius) their Purſe runs even 
with their Quality. For otherwiſe Title muſt ſtoop to 
Revenues, and Figure muſt ſhrink to Neceſſity. It's ill 
Husbandry to glitter in Equipage like a Prince for a 
Twelve-month, and then to ſneak into a Corner with a 
ſolitary Lacquey, down at Heels, and out at Elbows ; to 
turn off from a Guinea Ordinary to the Basket, or to 
land obliged for a Meal, to the Courteſy of Relations all 
jour Life after. But this is not our Caſe neither, Few Gene 
tlemen break their Eſtates by ſtretching them to their 
birth, but beyond it. A Squire will vie Prodioulity with 
Lord, and a Knight with a Duke. Now alas; how 
an Two Thouſand per Annum hold out with Ten? It 
nuſt jade and founder in a ſhort time, and lay its Maſter, 
like a tired Tit, in the Mire, 3 

But ſuppoſe theſe Misfortunes wait not upon you, 
where is Conſcience? 

Nay, (reply'd the Gentleman) in good Hands aſſure 
Jou. For certainly, Conſcience may be well, though my 
tate be fick. I may balance Accounts with God, tho 
lam behind-hand with my Neighbour. „ 

Not ſo eaſily neither (ſaid Euſebius.) For when a Gen - 
leman takes upon Credit, Conſcience enters Bond for 
te Payment; and if the Eſtate cannot anſwer the In- 
cumbrance, that will be uneaſy. Pray, Sir, (continued 
Exſebius) is there no ſuch Law as, Thos ſhalt not ſteal ? 
Without doubt, anſwer'd N. N. e . 

And does this Precept take in (ſaid Exſebixs) only 
Pads and Cut-purſes? FR | ee e 
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of his Haunts, the Irons cool at Home, Trade fmk;, 
Mork ĩs at a ſtand, and a Bankrupt treads upon his Heels, 


cals run upon the Haunt, and trace my Motions ; nay, au 


anſwer for their Folly, and pay for their Extravagance 


Nation will vouchſafe to burn their Regiſters, Spent 
plaud their Generoſity. And if they pleaſe to give! 
-. Viſits, you will ſecure them of Non- payment. 


© Miſchief is, . with ſome People, a Jeſt improves into? 


It forbids (ſaid N. N.) all Ads of Injuſtice; nay; ang 


teſtrains Deſires. It's ill even to covet an ill thing; and th 
he who deſigns to over-reach his Neighbour, tranſgreſſes Im 
the Law, as well as he who deceives him. N Dr 
Your Caſuiſtry (reply'd Euſebius) is ſound and or MI 
thodox, but not your Practice. For do you not force M 
poor Creatures to change their Labour into a continul b 
Attendance; to ſaunter away their time in an Anti-chan- 
ber, and then to return Home with empty Promiſes) 15 
Nay, and it's often taken for a Civility, not to be affront. . 
ed; and for Payment in part, not to be deny'd (with Ml.” 
a God damn ye) for the whole. Now when a Creditor f 
muſt be eternally upon the Trot, to come up to his 0 | 
- Debtor, and ply at all the Ciffee-bouſes for Intelligence Not 


For how ſhall a Merchant pay his Debts, who receives 

none? Now, Sir, here is lucrum ceſſans on the one hand; 

and damnum emergens on the other, and in the Sight of 
God you ftand reſponſible for both: They will be put ti 
your Accounts, and you muſt either repair them bert n 

or ſuffer for them hereafter. | 

For God's Sake, Sir, (ſaid N. N.) who bids thoſe & Ma 


break my Head with importunate Solicitations ? Muſt 


Let them keep within Doors, and carry on their Trade 
Iwill not intermeddle in their Concerns 

That is, Sir, (reply'd Euſebiug) if they will fit don 
with their Loſs, you are fatisfy'd ; if they will take yo 
Honour for their Security, and croſs Scores for Promiſe 
or be content. with a Lacquey with a Cudgel for Fa 
maſter, I eaſily believe you. If all the Creditors int 


thrifts will be at the Expence of the Execution, and af 
| ood Security never to importune you with unpleaſal 
I fancy you are got into a Vein of Drollery. But ti 
Argument, and Raillery grows up into Reaſon. But d 


ceive not your ſelf: Thoſe who put off Payment W 
dilatory Pretences, not only bid their Creditors aße 


ww 
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their Trade and Family, but force them: For without 
Importunity nothing is done. They muſt beg for their 
Due, as hard as for an Alms; and ſpend more Iime in 
recovering their Money, than in earning it. It's as eaſy 
to dig the Oar out of the Mines of Potoſ, as to ĩimpor- 
tune a Debt out of the Pocket of a Prodigal. 
But if a poor Tradeſman, by ſach an Injuſtice, chance 
to go down in the World, to ſuffer a Seizure of his Goods, 
or his Perſon, you muſt account for the Damages alſo. 
For you are the Cauſe of his Misfortune, and by conſe- 
quence muſt anſwer for it. i EE oe. 
To be plain, (ſaid N. N.) my Eſtate lies fick of 2 
Conſumption ; the Dice have prey d upon its Vitals, and 
Riot has brought it ſo low, that I fear it's now paſt Re- 
very. I cannot cancel paſt Scores, without throwing 
my ſelf into a Neceſſity of drawing in my Retinue, or 
living upon Courteſy. Now either Way expoſes my 
Reputation to the publick Obloquy, and my Perſon ra- 
ther to Raillery than Compaſſion. For Misfertune in our 
Age is a Jeſt of it ſelf, and a little fooling upon the Sub- 
t makes bad Circumſtances inſupportable. When 2 
cat is thread-bare, how eaſy is it to pick a Hole? When 
Man can ſcarce keep his Head above Water, a ſmall 
eight plunges him to the Bottom. Though he may 
Imggle againſt ene Committimus, a Leaſh will certainly 
ik him in a Dungeon; and theſe Furies ſeldom appear 
nole. I confeſs my Inclination leans not towards the 
ing's-Bench, or the Marſhalſea. I am for affree Air, and 
ate to lie at the Mercy of a Turn-key. 5 
It's more eaſy (anſwer d Exſebius) to commit, than 
0 excuſe an Injuſtice. Eſtate-diſeaſes, like thoſe of the 
ody, muſt be cured by a flender Diet. Riot and high 
ae enforce the Fever, enflame the Blood, and breed ill 
umours. And I have known ſome Eſtates brought back 
om the laſt Agony to a perfect State of Health and Vi- 
pur, by a ſhort Pittance of Barly-broth. I perſuade 
jon to make a Trial of the Recipe, enter into a Courſe 
| Fhyſick. But then (as you hope for Benefit) come 
ot within the Smoak of the Town; the Remedy requires 
q freſh Air of the Campaign, Retirement and Solitude. 
0 ſpeak plain, retrench == diſmiſs Equipages, 
form Attendants, reſerve one fourth Part to your Re: 
inves for Subſiſtence, and three fox Creditors, Five 
2 — 132 — ien 
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nundred Per Annum well managed, will go farther than 


Extravagancies of a Town Debauchee, it will keep touch 
with the Occaſion of a ſober Gentleman. For I can a0. 
ſure you, Birth is not ſo expenſive as Prodigality ; Cn. 


Y 
#7 
Iy f f 
91 
{4 i 
4% i 
WI 
4 
14 
6 65 


two thouſand ill. And altho' the Sum anſwers not the 


vity of Behaviour and Moderation ſet it off, and gave it 


a finer Luſtre than all the coſtly Trappings of Pomp, E. ir 
quipage, A | 
But People will laugh, if you ſhrink your Figure, pack 2 
up for the Country, and ſtint Expences? Suppoſe they **' 
do; to ſtifle their Mirth, will you pawn an Eſtate? Aud © 
play the Fool to buy off their Fooling? Will you rathe lee 
ſtand their Scorn, than their Merriment ? And be deſpi 50 
ſed in Poverty, than rally'd in a comfortable Fortune! 
Retrieve your Eſtate, and Credit will riſe in Proportion * 9 
he never wants Regard, who is ſtock'd with Money, nu ;! 
he Contempt, who is unfurniſhd. _ We 4 
_ Sparing and Parſimony lead not to Newgate, or tu a 
King .- Bench; but Prodigality, Gaming, Wine, and Mil © 7 
ſes: Creditors will bear more Years with Men who th en 
| ſure Meaſures to pay their Debts, than Days with tho oh. 
who increaſe them. ers : 
But methinks Conſcience and Duty ſhould take plac 10 
of all Temporal Views. A Chriſtian that believes the 75 
is a Hell to puniſh Injuſtice, ſhould not make himſe a T 
miſerable beyond Redemption, upon a groundleſs Fort: *y 
ture of Reputation. For on my Word, dear Sir, Cred "hs 
in the next World is no Protection; when once [juſt N 
has plunged you into Flames, the Reputation of Alex 4 b 
der will not bail you. 4 
Now, (as I ſaid before) it's a heavy Injuſtice to p 4 L 
Merchants only with empty Promiſes, and yet md! *. 
heavy to return for Ware, Curſes, and Imprecation Oh 
For to be free with you, Sir, Gentlemen that diſcha!! Del: 
their Debts with ſuch adultera te Coin, enhance the ec Th 1 
- -ening, and commence Thieves and Robbers, Ind "a 
they play not at ſmall Game upon the King's High- 1 
nor take a Purſe with a Piſtol in their Hand, and a «4 nich 
ye deliver in their Mouths. They have niore Conceſſ p. 
for their Skin, than to embark in an Enterprize th 108 
leads to a Halter. But however, tho they endanger in 3 
their Necks, they ſtab their Conſcience ; and if the 125 


ſtand clear of the Infamy of Padding, they avoid _ 
2 | ull 
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Guilt. For to refuſe Payment is no leſs an Injuſtice ho 


WM fore God, than to plunder on the High- way | 
God forbid, I ſhould refuſe Payment, (ſaid N. N.) 


But alas, I am in no Condition. My Debts run high, 

and my E 

mily another; and when preſent. Expences exceed Re- 

ceipts, how ſhall 1 croſs out the paſt ? E 
Onle: Favour (ſaid Euſebins) 

Conduct, though not by your Words, and that is more 


and Six, glitter in Embroidery, hector in Taverns, and 
pay none. Is not this the ſtraight-way to beggar your ſelf 


management the High-road to Beggar 
ly does it not lead you into an Impoſfi 


your Eſtate, than your Soul, For in a Word, (I muſt 
repeat it) without Reparation of Damages, there is no 
alvation. Who willfully leaves this World in Debt, 
muſt pay it in the other; and though he eludes the Pro- 
ſecution of Creditors here, he cannot avoid the Juſtice 
a the Almighty hereafte. EW 8 
The Gentleman heard good Counſel, and was within 
mn Ace of following it. He ſaw his Eſtate lay at Stake, 
together with his Soul, and that he poſted on to Beggary 
and Damnation, He confeſs'd Euſebiuss Advice was the 
moſt ſecure, though the leſs palatable ; and good husban- 
dry might retrieve his ſinking Fortune, and furniſh Sup- 


he would turn Politician, and play'd the Fool out of a 


Heels of quick Reſolutions; pray give me leave to pauſe 
defore I leap from one Extream to the other. 

| He took leave of Exſebius, and poſted to Town, and 
with the ſame Speed to his Ruin, For here Prodigality 
began his Misfortune, and ill Counſel compleated it. He 


rf lubpena'd a juncto of deſperate Debauchees to his Lodgs 
t 


ot ti e Enſcbius. But he might as well have flown for Sance 
ull RE 4 tuary 


ſtate low; Taxes ſweep away one part, my Fa- 


you refuſe by your 

ſignificant, nor leſs criminal. You rattle in, a Coach 
ſleep upon the Dice. You take up at Intereſt, and yet 
firſt, and then all you deal with? For is not ſuch a Miſ- 
y, and conſequent- 
t! ibility of paying? 

If you refuſe not Payment, apply due Means, leflen 


Charges, and ſtint Prodigality to mere Neceſſaries: This 
is your Intereſt as well as Duty. And it no leſs concerns 


plies for Uſe and Payment, But on a ſudden, forſooth, 


Principle of Wiſdom. The Matter calls (ſaid he) for 
Deliberation and Thought; Repentance treads on the 


uss; he open'd the State of his Concerns, and the Advice 
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Quary into a Den of Aſſaſſins, or ſecur'd his Purſe in the 
Hands of a High-way-man, or learn'd the Way to Pan. 
diſe from the Devil himſelf, as expect wholſome Advice 
from thoſe who follow the worſt, and place Intereſt he. 
fore Conſcience. Theſe Harpies had given a helping 
hand to the Gentleman's Misfortune, and thruſt him 
blindfold upon the Brink of the Precipice. They gaind 
by his Loſſes, and drain'd his Purſe at Play to fill their 
own; ſo that to counſel Parſimony, was to plead again 
themſelves, and dam up the Channel that ſupplied thei 
Debaucheries with Nouriſhment 
What wonder therefore their Advice was as contrary 
to Exſebius s, as their Deſigns ? Deſperate Remedies (i 
they) are only to be apply'd in deſperate Diſeaſes. Who 
will lop off an Arm or a Leg for a Pimple ? Or drink 
Antimony for a Tartian * When there is no Cure, ſome- 
thing may be ventur'd ; but when there is no Danger, 
take not a Bowl of Ratsbane for a Preſervative. Your 
Eſtate, Sir, is incumber'd, but not ſpent ; it runs low, 
but I ſuppoſe Merchant's Regiſters are not like enchanted 
Circles, when once you are in, there is no ſtepping out. 
One lucky Chance at Dice will reſcue all, and make 
Scores even. Fortune has indeed frown'd upon you; 
ſhe will begin to ſmile. She is a Female, fond of Change 
unaccuſtom d to Conſtancy; and when ſhe has throw 
off her Spleen and IIl-nature, ſhe over-ſets a Man wit 
Kindneſs and Courtſhip. T. M. was brought to a ſolitary 
Guinea ; but then good Luck veer'd about into the right 
Corner, and this ſingle Piece fetch'd back twenty thou 
fand ; ſo that he had never foard ſo high, had he not 
Fell fo low, nor eſcap'd his Ruin, had he not come (0 
near it. "SEP „ 
This Remedy was indeed more dangerous than tie 
Diſeaſe, and as mortal to Eſtate-diſtempers, as Poiſon tt 
thoſe of the Body. However, they ſtole upon his blin- 


fide; ſo that he ſurrender'd not only without Reſiſtance II 
but even with Pleaſure and Tranſport. Gaming was Mo tu 
predominant Paſſion, and this eaſily reconciled his I: verſa 
late to the Preſcription ; nay, and turn'd the MedicinYFpeci 
into a Regale. You have nick'd (ſaid he) the Point nen 
He that cures disjointed Eftates by Recreation, and con bent 
veys Health thro" Pleaſure, is a Surgeon in good earn of R 
He falls then to Gaming; but alas, cogg d Dice wer there 


to 


/ 
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too hard for good Luck; and Fortune, that turn d Tail 
before, now quite deſerted him. His Bags droopd, and 
his Credit hung the Wings; his Money was flown ; and 
though his Lands changed not their Place, they went over 
to other Landlords. All his Companions, like Rats in a 
Storm, abandon'd the ſinking Veſſel, and he found him- 
ſelf in a Goal, before he dream'd of a Baily. Here this un- 
fortunate Gentleman ſees his paſt Errors, but no Way 
to correct em. Loſt Grace may be recovered by Tears, 
but not Eſtates. We may weep our ſelves into Heaven, 
not into a Fortune, nor out of Confinement. He mea- 
ſures a great Length, that vaults from Abundance into 
Poverty. The Fall daſhes in Pieces-not only the Proſpect, 
but the very Hope of a return. Nothing remains but the 
ſenſe of the preſent Calamity, and the Remembrance of 
2 paſt Felicity. So that like the Damn'd, they are tor- 
mented with the Pajn of Loſs, as well as with that of 
denſe; and the Ghoſt of their darling Pleaſures, revive 
merely to perform the Office of Executioners. But did 
theſe poor Gentlemen underſtand this obvious Piece of 
Chymiſtry, to tranſmute Neceſſity into Vertue, to bear, 
with Reſignation to Providence, the Misfortune, Folly 
and Sin have drawn upon them, I would pronounce them 
happy in their Misfortune; but alas, they rather rage 
than repent, deplore their Reſtraint, without droppi 
ne Tear for their Debauchees, the Cauſe of it; and ſo 
in the End they ſtep from one Dungeon to a worſe, from 
temporal Confinement, to an eternal one. This is the 
end of thoſe who receive Favours without Thankſgiving, 
and Puniſhment without Humiliation; that neither praiſe 


Cod for his Mercies, nor pray to him under his Judg- 


Hv Euſebius behaved himſelf to his Domeflicks: | 


Tho Euſebius retired from the Town, he intended not 
to turn Hermit, nor to disband from Society and Con- 
verſation. He was no publick Enemy, like Timon to his 
ecies, nor a Friend to Sowreneſs and Ill- nature. He 
knew the Life of a Chriſtian might ſtand with that of a 

entleman ; that he might comply with all the Duties 
ak Religion, without ſtepping below his Station. He 
licrefore kept up an Equi page, rather genteel than great; 

; it 
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it anſwer d his Quality, and was proportion d to his Re; 
venues. So that he neither incumber d his Eſtate wich 
unſeaſonable Expences, nor better'd jt by a ſordid Pa- 
ſimony. He was content with his preſent Fortune, and 
neither deſired to be greater, nor fear d much to be le. 

For indeed he was too low for Envy, and yet too high 
For Contempt, 1s: CO Fr, | 


5 1. | | 
e rather behav'd himſelf to his menial Servants like 
a Father, than a Maſter; and always treated them as free. 
born Subjects, not Slaves. He could not endure the Cow 
gue of thoſe Gentlemen who ſhew leſs Concern for 1 
or Domeſtick, than a Beaſt of Burden, and let him 
foe a Brute without Religion or Inſtruction, ſo he car- 
ries on their Buſineſs, and works himſelf down to ſupport 
their Riot. He was ſenſible the difference even between 
à Prince and a Peaſant lies in Fortune, not in Nature; 
that their Pretenſions in the n. t World are equal; and] 
that even in this a Slave in the Sight of God, that pratis 


\ www - 2 


ſes Vertue, is more noble than an Emperor oyergrown 
with Sin. He thought therefore himſelf obliged in Duty e 
and Conſcience to take care of their Souls, as well as of : 1 
their Bodies ; to allow Inſtructions as well as Food, and P) | 
to accompany their Wages with an Addition of good © 
„„ 7 a 
#2 3 2. , | . 
For this Purpoſe he entertain'd a Chaplain, whoſe Buff till 
ſineſs was only to inſtruct the Family, to inſtil the Prin 5 5 
ciples of Chriſtianity into the Hearts of his Domeſtick = 
to train them up in Vertue, withdraw em from Vice, anc 3 
to bring them into Acquaintance with their Duty; wic = 
is ſeldom known, and more ſeldom practiſed by this fe off 
vile Rank of Men. Whar Religion are you of, ſaid a Lady 5% 
of my Acquaintance to her Maid ? Religion, fur ti 
(anſwer d the poor Creature) is for Gentlefolks, Shs * 
ſuppoſed Drudgery was the End of her Creation; that * 
Expectation of future Happineſs lay out of her Wa) 7 
And thus ſhe liv'd in Chriſtendom like à Barbarian in the _ 
Wilds of America, without Hope of a future Reward, ot N. Y 
fear of Puniſhment, Hence Gentlemen's Families ſerq | ©? 
too often for Nurſeries to Newgate, and the Stews. Fol 7 
their Dependants being brought up in Idleneſs on the ont W 
hand, and Licentiouſnęſs on the other, (when Gia, b ca 
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they know not where to retire. And ſo the Maids live 
proſtitutes, and the Men die Thieves and Robbers. 


$07 


Whereas did they train up their Domeſticks in Chriſtian 
principles, and innure them to the Practice, they would 
prove more uſeful even to the Management of their Tem- 
poral Concerns, and leſs burthenſome to the State. 


Reaſon to be ſo, and many Invitations to Treachery and 
Deceit. With what Security therefore can a Maſter em- 
ploy thoſe in Buſineſs, who only change the Diſcovery 
of a Theft with the Sin, and vary the Fact (like the L- 
cedemonians) into a Vertue ? Alas, Infidelity will baffle 
Caution, and over-reaching will beat out more Plots than 


Spies, and who has none will out-wit a Hundred. 


ſer, who was a Traitor to his God; much leſs careful 
of anothers Concerns, who was forgetful of his own, Be- 
ſides, Vice is diffuſive, and ſpreads by Commerce like the 
Plague. .One wicked Perſon throws the Contagion a- 
mong a thouſand, and it's odds ſome will take it up; 


till the Infection becomes epidemical, and the Diſtemper 


a Servants Behaviour than his Abilities; and oftentimes a 
good Life atoned for Unexperience. Clumſineſs (faid he) 
may be poliſh'd by civil Converſation, and Skill may be 
improved by Practice, but vitious Habits ſeldom wear 
off: They are too ſtubborn. for Inſtruction, and Proof to 
bb ily, and good Counſel 


When he was forced 89938 he avoided Heat, 
and never flew out into Strains of Indecency. He knew 
that Anger was ungovernable and clamorous; and as 
unfit to give, as to take Advice. It drowns Reaſon by 
Noiſe and Tumult, and ſeldom pronounces a juſt Sentence, 
but when it intends an unjuſt one: It throws a Man off 
bis Guard, and even below his Dignity, and betrays thoſe 
Weakneſſes we ſhould bluſh to own upon the Torture. 
Hence he uſed to ſay, that a cholerick at 55 

| eldon 


For certainly a Man that has no Principle of Religion, 
has leſs of Morality. Few People are juſt, that have no 


an Argus can diſcover. Who has a Conſcience needs no 


Euſebius would never admit a Debauchee into his Ser- 
vice. He thought no Man would be faithful to his Ma- 


—— 
—— — 
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and when once it gains upon a Family, it ſeldom ſtops, 


incurable. So that he always examin'd more narrowly 
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neſs of his Geſture anſwer'd the Sweetneſs of his Lan. 


mands taſted always ſtronger of Honey than of Gall; and 
they were received by ſome with Repentance, by all with 
Patience, and by none with Indignation. 


rate Mortals are as incapable to be moved by Kindneſ, 
as to practiſe it; that a Cane mends more Faults in a 


nothing affects their Will, but what lies heavy upon their 


only difapproved Exſebiuss Method by commending their 
own. However, an unlucky Accident admoniſh'd one at 


minem, that Roughneſs is not always in Seaſon, and that 


would not hearken to any Articles of Accommodation, 


Brain) and purſued Dick with à Cane in his Hand, and 


feldom well taken ; that it rather irritated, than heald; 
and ſtruck out Reſentment, not Sorrow. Wherefore his 
Words were as mild as his Countenance; and the Sedate. 


guage. Nothing opprobrious paſs d his Lips, nothing 
tempeſtuous, nothing unbeſeeming the Mouth of a Gen- 
tleman, or the Ears of a Chriſtian. In fine, his Repri- 


Some Gentlemen of his Acquaintance took the Liberty 
to tell him, that his Mildneſs would ſoon meet with Con- 
tempt, and his Affability with Scorn ; that theſe under- 


Quarter, than dogmatizing in a Twelve-month; and that 


Senſe. But thoſe Sparks talked juſt as they ated, and 


theſe Cenſors of his Miftake, and convinced him ad bu. 


Blows rather provoke, than awe an Inferior, and ſoonet 
ſtir up Diſobedience than Reſpe&t. 1 
By chance poor Dick reaching the Oil to his Maſter, 
liquor'd his Wig, and the Over-fight ſpread to the borders 
of a new Suit A- la mode. The poor Fellow ſuffer d the 
Rack in the very Accident, and expired the Guilt of the 
Offence in the very Commiſſion : But the Squire, who wil 
extremely ſmitten with Drapery,and rated the Ornaments F 
of his Back, above all the Einbollifhinenite of his Brain, 4 
broke out into all the Indecencies of Language and Ge- Th 
fture. He firſt damned poor Dick to the Pit of Hell; MW. .</ 


then Son of a Whore'd him to all Intents and Purpoſes; Maste 


and, in fine, bedaub'd him with all the unbeſeeming the E 
Tropes of Billing ſgate, and the Bear-garden. The ve 
Knowledge of ſuch mean Stuff miſbeſeems a Gentleman 
but the ſpeaking it degrades him, recalls his Patent, and det 
breaks his Eſcutcheon. Dick begg'd his Pardon, but Rage . 
got the Aſcendant over Monſieur's Reaſon, and Ful 


The Spark flew from the Table (the Oil had fired the 
1 
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Oaths in his Mouth: The poor Wretch would have 
compounded for a Limb; but when he ſaw no Way open 
for a Retreat, he fac'd about: The Cain had beat out all 


Obedience. He returned with Uſury the Blows he had 


lain Dick over-top'd Right Worſhipful. The Compan 
lepd in between 5 ſome ſtared, and others rail TEE 


il laugh'd at the Comedy. After Dinner, Euſebiut took 
the Gentleman afide, and minded him of his Extrava» 


ance. . x : 5 . ON 

pot Sir, (ſaid he) you have drop'd your for- 
mer Opinion. That an high Hand, and an imperious 
Brow, keep Servants to their Duty. The beſt way to per- 
ſuade them to obey with Reſpect, is to command with 
Moderation. Judge firſt of Faults before you puniſh 
them, and never ſwell a Fly into an Elephant. You muſt 
wink at ſome Offences, laugh at others, and chaſtife all 
with Calmneſs and Charity : Put a difference between a 
Chance, and a deliberate Action. Treat not an innocent 
Over-fight, and a malicious Treaſon, with the ſame Seve- 
ity : Proportion the Pain to the Fault; and ſo when the 


liſmiſs him; and it's more honourable to turn him off, 


bel Vord, Sir, remember that to engage with an Equal is 
- ' 5 . 8 8 | 
re angerous, with a Superior fooliſh, and with an Inferi- 


or contemptible. 


Exſebius's Conduct won all his Domeſticks; not only 
(e beir dune but alſo their Hearts lay at his Devotion: 


all; They carry'd on his Intereſt with as much Eagerneſs, as 


the Fear of diſpleaſing him, kept them more within the 
Compaſs of their Duty, than the Apprehenſion of Puniſh- 


to deſerve it. 


6. 
Wearing and Blaſpheming are comprehenſive Vices 


Chymiſts) they would challenge a Place among the Ver- 
. tues. 


feſpect, and Self-preſervation took place of Duty and 
received, In fine, the Man maſter d the Maſter; and 


Offence is trivial, take care the Puniſhment be not exor- 
bitant. When a Servant deſerves a Cane, it's time to 


than to ſtoop to the Function of a Town Beadle. In a 


if they promoted their own: They reſpected him as a 
Maſter, and loved him as an indulgent Father. And 


nent ; and they rather deſired to feel his Anger, than 


and if Cuſtom had the Secret of Tranſmutation, (like 
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tues. Chriſtians who are forbid to ſwear by any thing; 
aſſume Liberty of ſwearing by all Things: One would 
think the Breach of the Precept, was the only Deſign 
they aim'd at; and Diſobedience to God's Commands 
their only Diverſion. Gentlemen, without doubt, fi , 
brought this helliſh Diale& into Faſhion, and Servant: 7 
who are their Betters, have improv d it. | | 


Great Gentlemen's Families have laid down the Lan, 
guage of their Country, to take up that of the Damn, 7 
and it's hard to determine whether thoſe Maſters, who 5 
permit ſuch hideous Expreſſions, are more guilty than 15 
thoſe who ſpeak hes Gant? A 
Euſebius could not endure this execrable Jargon. It % 
ſower'd his Blood, and made his Hearing a Burthen, A d : 
thouſand good Qualities in a Servant, made no Atone- fe 
ment, in his Opinion, for this only bad one; and though "oY 
he pitied thoſe Failures that ſavour'd of Weakneſs, he . 
never gave quarter to Blaſpheming: Other Vices (ſaid he) Fr; « 
make Bud with God's Commands, this outrages his very Pers c 
Jon; it adds Inſult to Diſobedience, and Contempt to Abuſe: Ma 
. a Symptom of no Religion. For who will revile the ven Ag; 
Being he adores ? Or rally and worſhip the ſame Objett n 7 
then what reſpect can a Maſter expect from him thi 15 
turnt upon his Creator, and flies in the Face of the Omni Fre 
ende ? In fine, (continued he) they are Nuſances ti ] thy! 
human Nature, and deſerve rather to be proſecuted a: 50 
ublick Enemies to our Species, than to be entertain demo h 
omeſticks. He endeavour'd to reclaim them by RM, th 
proof and Exhortation ; but when he ſaw no Amend 0 
ment, he diſmiſs'd em without Delay. No Interceſlioy - 1} 
of Friends, or Proſpe& of Intereſt, could ' perſuade hin. af 
to harbour theſe declar d Enemies of the Almighty. They, i ve 
affront the Vertuous, debauch the Unwary, and are bot b the 
a Scandal and Grievance to the Family they live in. Nee . 
bels to God ſhould be barr'd of Protection, no leſs tha, 1 
Traitors to their Prince. To receive the Guilty, ib . bat 
cance their Crime, as really in one Caſe as in tht would 
Other. ne 8 : WT Ws | WL 
Had Gentlemen a due Regard for the Honour of Goc h NA 
(id eft) were they Chriſtians in good earneſt, the Lingus 


wretched Liberties of their Servants, would ſtop the 


Blood, and make them ſweat with a Diſguſt and Horz0l Wi. Aq 


they would diſcard theſe puny Giants who dare wy 1 treen 
| mn ** 
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Omnipotent, and invoke his Name to burleſque his Juſ- 
tice; they would clear their Families of all theſe Rakes 
that infect the Air they breath, and the Earth they walk 
on. That by a ſtrange Metamorphoſe, turn the Dwel- 
lings of Men into the Habitation of Devils; and the 
Torments of the Damned into the Diverſion of the Li- 
ring: For I can aſſure you, Gentlemen's Houſes are too 
often a lively Picture of Hell; there you will ſee all the 
Lewdneſs of Hell, and here all the Language of that 
curſed Region, with only this difference, that thoſe un- 
happy Creatures below blaſpheme God, of whom they 
hope no Mercy ; and theſe above lampoon him, of whom 
they expect Pardon: Nay, here are Devils alſo; not in- 
deed by Nature, but Practice, and almoſt every thing be- 
ſides Brimſtone and Deſpair. Would Gentlemen reform 
this unbeſeeming Dialect, Servants would caſt it off; but 
when it is ſpoke in the Parlour, it's taken up in the 
Kitchen, it walks in the Stables, and fteals into all the 
ſervile Offices of the Houſe. For Servants wear their 
Maſter's Vices, as well as their Livery, and copy their 
Actions, to purchaſe their Favour: In that, curſing, ſwear- 
ing, and indeed all Vice is degrading; but when it gets 
into great Houſes : When Nobility abets it, and Quality 
zives it Countenance and Entertainment, it changes Com- 
lexion, and becomes modiſh and creditable. And this 
b the Reaſon Imprecations and Oaths are fo far frequent 
mong us; for an innocent Over: ſight, we ſend a Servant 
b the Devil, and call down upon him all the Diſeaſes, 
ll the Plagues of this World and the next. Oaths are 
ned by all Perſon, and to compleat the Impiety on all 
Oecaſions, we court and quarrel in this Language: We 
preſs our Kindneſs and Averſion, our Joy and our Grief 
in the ſame Terms. Succeſs is waited on by Oaths, as 
vell as Di ſappointments; and they ſet off Temper' as 
well as Paſſion.” In fine, they run through all our Diſ- 
tourſe; they ſtand up in the room of Senſe; and one 
vould think we were furniſh'd with no other Rhetorick 
it Reaſon. His Care wrought good Effects in the Fami- 
y and his Example better; Swearing was an unknown 
language, as well as Ribaldry; and all thoſe Viees which 
lover about great Men's Palaces, found no Entertainment, 
do Admittance in his. When there aroſe any Conteſt be- 
Ween his Domeſticks, he took Cognizance of it — 
25 an 


. 


have no hand in the Judgment ; but that unbyaſs d either 


that enriches indeed the Lawyer, but beggars the Plain: 
tiff; who often gains the Suit, but loſes his Eſtate. 
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and compos d all Differences with the Equity of a Judge. 
and the Charity of a Father. No Body refus d to ſtand 
to his Arbitration, becauſe they were ſure Partiality would 


by Averſion or Kindneſs, he examin d the Cauſe without 
taking Notice of the Perſons. And indeed his Condud 


ſpread ſuch a Reputation abroad of his Equity and Wiſ: 0 
dom, that his Neighbours put their Concerns in hisHands, Wl - 


and rather appeal'd to his Arbitration, than to the Lay 


This Piece of Charity rais d an unexpected Enemy, 
who attack d Euſebius with Might and Main. The Story 
deſerves a Relation. It will delight and inſtruct, and ſo 


| convey Profit through Pleaſure. 
+ Fr for. 
Philargyrus's Charaerx. Fon 
| Philargyras (for ſo I muſt chriſten the Gentleman) nn 
was born to a low Fortune [Raſcal in Yorkſbire was the. 
Place of his Birth,] and the Denomination jumpt with" 
his Perſon. He only inherited the common Benefits off”. be 
Mankind; the Earth to walk on, the Air to breath, and” © 
all the Rivers of the World to drink : Being leanly pre ith 
vided by Nature, he reſolv'd to ſer up for himſelf; an. 
though he wanted Materials, he was not ill furniſh'd ol po 
Reſolution : He had no mind to wander upon the Com. 
mon: Poverty ſeem'd to him unfaſhionable, Dependanct 1 
hung uneaſy, and he thought Courteſy an uncertain Re E | 
venue. He had receiv'd of Nature a lively Wit, and | R. 
Education a weak Conſcience; he improv'd that byll + c 
Study, and wore out this by Practice; fo that at laſt yn. 85 
turn d it out of Service, or left it for a Pawn with a Brc ey 
ker: For Conſcience and Lawyers are not to be recon ap 
_ cild; they can ſcarce be brought to lodge under WY} * | 
ſame Roof, but never to lie in the ſame Bed. Mone] by 
was his Paſſion ; and if he could ſecure the End, he ne ns; 
ver bogled at the Means. He charg'd through all tt Rak 1 
Niceties of Morality, and ſcorn'd to ſtop at hard Name The? 
invented by Schoolmen, and fear'd by Fools. Honou ap 
(faid he) and Conſcience are pretty Things enough ; the * Fi 
Jingle upon the Ear, but not in the Pocket ; th... 2 


are orthodox in Speculation, but heretical in | 
- | al 


* 
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ind Commerce. A Man that intends to thrive, muſt not 
ſteer by Foreign Opinion, nor ſtartle at a Set of formal 
Notions, that cramp. Merit, pall the Spirits, and confine 
Activity to a ſmall Compaſs : Theſe Principles took off 
Reftraint, made room for vigorous Efforts, removed the 
Difficulties of Buſineſs, and pointed out a ſhort cut to Ex- 
pedition and Succeſs : For a Man that has diſcharg'd 
Conſcience, laid open the Incloſures of Good and Evil 
thrown off the Incumbrances of Right and Wrong, and 
melted down FRE and Unjuſt into the ſame Maſs; that re- 
cards Generoſity as Farce and Ceremony, Pity as childith 
Gftneſs, and Honeſty as a check to Induſtry ; that hag. 
gles away his Credit for Six Pence, and his Soul for a 
willing, has Line enough to ſport his Net in, and Elbows 
rom more than enough for Invention. 5 
We muſt not therefore wonder a Man thus equipp'd 
for Advancement met with Succeſs ; for Fortune and no 
Conſcience are generally on the ſame fide ; and though 
ſometi mes ſhe dotes on young Men, ſhe often flings her 
avours upon Reprobates. He was by Conſtitution one 
Wourth of a Raſcal, (i. e.) Scrivener and Solicitor 3 and 
o be cheat all over, he commenced Attorney. So that 
is one Man, poſſeſt all the ill Qualities of the Species, 
ithout the allay of a good one; he was Scrivener on 
_ ſide, Sollicitor on the other, and Monſter in eve» 
imb. | 42 F 8 | 
He had glean'd up all the little Artifices of his Profeſ- 
on, and augmented the number by a freſh ſupply of his 
n Invention; for he was ſenſible time and uſe wear out 
trigues, as well as Cloaths ; and that the Gentlemen of 
e Robe muſt recruit their Forces, no leſs than thoſe of 
WW: Sword ; that a Legerdemain once diſcover'd, like a 
imed Soldier, is unfit for Service. In a Word, his In- 
nations were ungenerous, his Practice unwarrantable; 
þ ly below the Paſſion of Love, and flew above that of 
Mnpaſſion ; he broke through all the Barriers of Blood, 
rough all the Regards of Honour, and Principles of 
manity. And indeed, what Vertue can take hold of 
lake, when Intereſt comes in Competition?;ſʒ 
There are Lawyers of Fortune, as well as Soldiers; 
held as theſe will fight on any ſide for Pay, thoſe will 
' chellad on any for a Fee, and often on both. Philargyrus was 
li bis Temper ; he examin'd his Client's Purſe, before 
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he enter'd into the Merits of the Cauſe, and always pro 


Gold and Right went hand in hand, and Wrong perpetu- 


514 The Gentleman Inſtructed. 


nounc'd the Suit juſt, if the Man was wealthy; but 
where there was no Money, there was never any Title 


ally waited upon Poverty. He play'd firſt his Tricks of 
Legerdemain in Town; he wheedled People into his 
Snares, and decoy'd them into their Ruin. But time lid 
open the Impoſture, and unmask'd his Artifice ; ſo that 
at length, like frighted Birds, the Citizens grew wild 
they took Wing at his very Shadow, and he could never 
come within Shot. And what wonder that Reaſon ſhould 


teach Caution, as well as Inſtin& ; and ill Uſage cap poc 
Mien on their Guard, as well as Beaſt. { the: 
e changes therefore his Camp, and wheels off into For 
the Country to forage the Peaſant, as he had gull'd the qui 
Merchant; he is armed cap 4 pied with Codes and Pu. I. 
dete, Statutes and Reports. But in a Tun of Law ther jet 
was not one Grain of Juſtice ; he left this in Town, toge Tru 
ther with his Ears to fave Expences, to inſinuate, tha Pro. 
People ſhould not wonder if he was Deaf to the Con For: 
laints of Widows and Orphans, ſeeing he had loſt tha fee: 
2 of Hearing.” © EOS [49 is m 
Hie found the good People in a neighbourly Core Man 
ſpondence employed in Tillage ; they had no leiſure coul. 
think of Fewds, nor mind to ſtart Quarrels ; they carriW! th 
on their own Buſineſs without entering into the concem i le h 
of others, and enjoy'd their own without the troubleſomi ro 
Thoughts of Fear or Envy. No ſooner was he ſettlſ'n a 
among them, but the Scene changed. Theſe Boors begafſiil E 
to talk of Law and Encroachments ; of Forfeitures all 70 
| Seizares ; ſo that the Diſeaſe that raged in HudibraJ c 
Days ſeized upon the Clowns of Middleſex and Surrey: 7 
When civil Dungeon firſt grew high = 
And Men fell — they 4155 not 5 * 25 
When hard Words, Fealenſies, and Fears, Ch 
Set Folks together by the Ears. | fi f 
The Furies ſeemed to have left Hell to haunt "Wacy,) 
World, and forſaken the damned to plague the living zgait 
They tranſplanted the Gibberiſh of Meſfmin ſter- Hal in Coſt 


the Country. Tom and Dick laid down their How guet With 
Market, t talk of Statutes, Precedents, Reports, yr I blies 
Error, Reverſe of Judgment, &c. One e Men 
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thought the Jargon of the Bar had out- lawed the Tongue 
of the Country; and ſome that the French King ſhip'd 
for England his Norman Language, to open a Paſſage for 
his Arms. There was Action upon Adion: The Son 
ſued the Father for an Allowance : The Wife ſet upon 
the Husband for a ſeparate Maintenance : One Mortga- 
ged his Tenament to recover Damages; another pleaded 
away 100 J. per Annum, to chop at Five; and in the end 
people bought Law, and Philargyrus ſwept away all their 
Money; ſo that he out- ran the very Lawyer in the Fa- 
ble; for this only ſupped the Oyſter, but our Attorney 
pocketed the very Shell into the Bargain: He llipt into 
their Livings, when he had privateer'd upon their Purſe. 
For even thoſe who gain'd the Suit, loſt their Capital, to 
quit his Bill of Charge 18895 


Its ſtrange a Chriſtian could intend ſuch Miſchief, and 


jet more, that one Pettifogger could act it. But the 


Truth is, the Lawyer was too hard for the Chriſtian ; the - 


Profeſſion got the better of Religion. Beſides, though his 
Forehead was double Gilt with Braſs, his Tongue was 
ſteeped in Oil; he was Maſter of his Words, and what 
5 more, of his Conſcience ; a Flatterer in Folio, and no 


Man better skill'd in the Art of moving the Paſhons ; he 


could tranſmute Phlegm into Choler ; and then by a turn 
of the Tongue, harangue down the Hurrican into a Ca m 
he had a hundred Precedents at a dead lift, and could 
hrow over a bad. Cauſe, all the Varnith of a good one: 
In a Word, he was an errand Lawyer (id eff) all Painr, 
all Plaiſter 3 Honeſt without, and Knave within. 
Your Cauſe is good, (ſaid he to William) give me my Fee, 
and I'll defend it. Now the poor Fellow had no more 
Right, than to the Empire of China. Art the Trial a 
Verdict paſſes againſt him. Where are we now, Mr. Attor- 
neh, cries William £ My Fee, (anſwers Philargyras) TI 


move the Court in Arreſt of Fudgment. But Sentence is 


confirm'd, and Will's Hopes fink with his Purſe. We are 
4% (ſays the poor Man.) Not het, anſwers Mr. Attor- 
10, my Fee, and Il bring a Writ of Error. But here 
gain Judgment is confitmed, and /s condemn'd to 
Loſts and Charges. What now, good Sir ! (fays William, 
vith a doleful Accent,) There is no more to be ſaid, (re- 
Plies Maſter Attorney, with a Shrug,) Pay the Knave his 
Money, and I am ſatisfied. $6 
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So Lawyers, leſt the Bear Ame, : 
And Plantiff Dog ſhould make an end ont: 
Do ſlave and toil with Writs of Error, 
Reverſe of 4 and Demurrer, 
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9 To let em breath a while, and then 
4 Hoop, and ſo ſet em on again. 
þ The Defendant went away with one part of ily 
: i | Livelihood, the Attorney with the other ; ſo that the Law fl 
T1 ſtript him to the Skin, and turned him on the Pariſh 1 
| without Support, (and what is worſe) without Pity, 11 
The poor Man complain'd he was beggar'd by the Law; TA 
but he miſplaced his Misfortune, and laid it at the wrong 7 
Door. For as a Maſs of peccant Humours makes indeed od 
a Man Sick, and the Phyſician kills him ; ſo Avarice and Ind 
Contention embroil an Eſtate, but the Lawyers ruin it; "NY 


and as no Man dies of a Fever, Plague, Cc. but of the 
Doctor: As no Man is deprived of his living by the Lay, 
but the Lawyer. Nö,? 
However, Experience has an excellent knack at in- 
ſtructing; it poliſhes the moſt unhew'd Underſtanding, 
and inſtills Wiſdom into Fools: It often, indeed, raiſes 
upon its Chapmen at Diſcretion, and rates Prudence 
above the common Standard of the Market. Notwithe 
ſtanding the Ware keeps ſome Proportion with the Price, 

and its Goodneſs atones for the Dearneſs. The good 
People were now fatisfied, Attornies give not their las 

| bours Gratis; that they compoſe Differences, as the Walt 
parted the Dogs in the Fable, by devouring the Conter- 
ders; and they concluded, that beggary from the hands 
of an Attorney was worſe complexioned, than from thok 

of a Neighbour ; that their Tongues were as infectious at 

the. Teeth of a Crocodile, Quod dentibus laceravit nut 
quan ſanatur ; with this only Difference, that this der. 
pent bites to Death, and thoſe ſooth, fawn, and flatter in. 

to Poyerty and Indigency. 
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They reſolv'd therefore to compoſe their Differences 
rather 4 | amiable than at the Bar, and ſtand to the Ari 
tration of Euſebius, than to lay their Concerns at the Mer 
cy of Philargyrus ; his Vertue gave in Security for his Up: 
rightneſs, and his Abilities qualified him for the Poſt 01 
an Umpire; ſo that they were ſure his Sentence would 
not clath with his Judgment, nor probably with * 
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He knew a Beatitude is the Reward of a Peace-maker, 
and embraced the Trouble of this charitable Underta- 
king, to Purchaſe the Vertue. For why (ſays he) ſhall 
Charity be leſs couragious than Intereſt ? Or Court eaſe 


more than Avarice? If Men put themſelves on the Wheel 
for Money in Hand, and Hell in Reverſion; if they 
nck their Brain, and torture Conſcience, to fence againſt 
poverty, or to rear up a petty Fortune upon the Ruins 
of Honour and Humanity, why thall Chriſtians upon an 
Apprehenſion of Trouble, decline a Duty that is noble 
and generous, pleaſing to God, and glorious in the very 
Etimate of Men? 1 7 2] 
His Houſe was always open to the Neighbourhood, 
and he was always at Leiſure to hear their Grievances, 
and ready to Redreſs them; his Abode was eaſy and in- 
riting ; his Behaviour without Stiffneſs or Formality ; 
for he thought to be great was not to be ftarch'd and ſu- 
percilious ; as he acted without Intereſt, ſo he pronoun- 
ced without Favour ; he regarded the Cauſe without ta- 
ing any Notice of the Perſon : Noiſe could not byaſs 
tim, nor Numbers fright him, nor Intereſt draw him in- 
6 an Injuſtice; he durſt appear for injured Right, not- 
ithſtanding the Authority of the Oppoſer, and he equal- 
ſcorned to trample upon a Beggar, and to ſneak to a 
rince ;-and all were ſo prepoſſeſs d with the Opinion of 
is Integrity, that even thoſe who loſt the Suit; rather 
med their Title, than his Judgment, 
In the mean time Philargyras was without Buſineſs ; 
is Trade flagg'd, Cuſtoms fell off, and his Rents came 
but flowly ; thoſe Streams that fed his Pockets were 
mmed up, or run in another Channel; ſo that his 
0d Fortune was at a ſtand : Lucre ebb'd, and Curſes 
owed in upon him; he raged at his Diſappointment, 
d poured out a Tun of Gall upon Euſebius, the laſt 
treat of Anger and Malice. For few People are un- 
ilful at thoſe Weapons; and he that cannot ſtab an 
emy with his Tongue, is fallen ſome Degrees below 
eite of Impotence, . - : 
Reſolutions altered with his Paſſion, like Waves in a 
f empeſt, one rowled upon the back of another. Some» 
res he was for preferring an Action againſt him, for 
i00 actiſing the Law without Licence; then for repreſent- 
bim to the Government as a diſaffected Perſon, a 
EFT 


* 
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Facobite in Faction, and a Fanatick in Religion. By Ml © 
Euſebius laugh'd at his Threats, and pitied his Malice. 
He pitch'd at laſt upon a perſonal Conference, as the 
moſt effectual and leſs expenſive way to come to Terms 
of Accommodation. And for this reaſon he invited hin. Ml ” 
ſelf to Dinner. Euſebius was glad of the Occaſion; he MI ” 
had no leſs a defire to diſcourſe with Philargyrus than Ml © 
Pbilargyrus with him. The Lawyer had a mind to dw 
up his Grievances againſt the Gentleman, and the Cen- 
tleman to catechize the Lawyer; ſo that both Parties be. 5 
ing eager to ſound the Charge, what wonder they cloſe, N 
and ſoon came to a hot Engagement ? | | In 
FCC 7 
DIALOGUE K. Pe 
| | 2 . 5 tra 
- The Abuſes of ſome Lawyers laid open; and Precepts gi Na 
hoy to diſcharge their Duty like Chriſtians, Ve 
„ „353530 1 in 
5 EAAubiu perceivd at Table Philargyrus had a betta rea 
„ Stomach to'\complain, than to eat; to fall upon hi Rep 
Hoſt, than his Dinner: For when Paſſion riſes, Hung and 
falls, and Appetite ſinks when Gall overflows. However . Fl 
EFuſebius thought the Lawyer's Sowerneſs was no Pre far 
dent for Rudeneſs ; that one Mans failure in Civilii ble c 
could be no Juſtification of anothers ; but after Dim ino- 
he took him into the Garden, that he might throw up tl Bar, 
Oil that oppreſs'd his Stomach, and almoſt ſtop'd RelpiMfre 
ration, Philargyras took hold of the Occaſion, and th}, . 
addreſs'd himſelf to Euſebius. „„ ou! 
Philargyrus. T have often heard of your Piety and M bouſ 
dom, but how can I reconcile your Conduct to eitheſß wn 
Be not diſpleas d if I defer more to my own Knowleayi 4. . 
than to fame; that cannot deceive, this is impoſin E 5. 
It's but Intelligence at ſecond hand, liable to Error W other 
its Riſe, and to Miſrepreſentation in the Conveyant ove 
Pray, Sir, where is Prudence, when you embark in ee to all 
Man's Affair, and draw into your Forum all the Fei alas, 
of the Hundred? You have adjourned the Courts WW Miſta 
Weſtminfter-Hall into your private Family; and If next 
nounce more Sentences from an arm'd Chair, than this. 
Lord Chief Juſtice 7955 the Bench. A Man muſt big ver 
| lo eſteem of eaſe to reſign it for Trouble, 8 
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to proſtitute it to the Caprice of a mercurial and reſileſs 
Temper. 8 


under the cover of Charity, and diſguiſe and unquiet Hu- 
mour with the Mask of a Vertue. But you ſhould con- 
fider your Charity ſtands upon ſlippery Ground, and 
may ſink into Injuſtice before you are aware. For right 
and wrong are meaſured by the Law; by this tenure 


and or fall by the Conſtitution of the Government. 
Inſpiration, nor is acquir'd by the ſole Dictates of Na- 


ridian to thoſe in another, that one would think Men's 
Species varied with the Climate, or the Elevation had a 
tranſmuting Quality, and could throw things out of one 
Nature into another ; that the civil Magiſtrate minted 


in his own Dominions. You muſt not therefore only 
read the Magna Charta of Nature, but muſt plod over 
Reports and Statutes, Gloſſes and Comments, thumb Codes 


(uſtom and Precedent. This is a tedious Journey, and 
fancy you have not been either at the Charges or Trou- 
ble of it. No, the Law is to you Terra incognita, an un- 
known Region. You underſtand the Language of the 
Bar, no more than that of the great Cham. How there- 
tore will you come ar the Senfe, and ſquare a Judgment 
by the Rules of Juſtice and Equity? I fear, good Sir, 
you kill ſome with Kindneſs, and pack others into Almſ- 


who notwithſtanding might have liv'd comfortably upon 
their own Fund, without being a burthen to themſelves, 
or incumbrance to their Neighbour. Whilſt you wrong 


Poverty, and the Revenues of the Basket. I am willing 
to allow you to pronounce according to Conſcience ; but 
alas, Conſcience without Law, is at beſt but an innocent 
Miſtake ; and though it exempts fram Puniſhment in the 


thts. So that, though perchance it may be no Crime, its 
2 very real Injuſtice. Why * you ſet up for a Renner 
; y 4. | | | . * 


ceſſity, Profit, or even Invitation; and a mean judgment 


But beſides, Sir, 1 ſuppoſe you veil your Indiſcretion 


we hold our Lands, and our Lives, and all Title muſt 
Now the knowledge of the Law comes not unto us by 


ture. For the Rules of Juſtice are ſo unlike in one Me- 


Vertue and Vice, which like Coin paſsd current only 


and Pandefts, and wander through all the Labyrinths of 


houſes, or quarter them upon the Pariſh out of Charity, 


others by giving em right when they have only a Title to 


next World, it expoſes your Neighbour to Beggary in 
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of the Faculty, as well as for a Gentleman of the Inn: 
Court, and poſt your Recipes about the Country, as we 
as your Verdicts? Is it leſs charitable to ſet a dying Man 
upon his Legs, than an expiring Title? To cure a bro- 


| Ken Arm, than a disjointed Eſtate ? You are ſenſible, 
I ſuppoſe, you are unqualified for the Employment; that 


you may fend Poiſon for a Remedy, and Arſenick in 
place of a Cordial. But, pray Sir, does not your Chi 
rity throw you into the ſame Danger? You are as great 
a Stranger to the Law, as to the Diſpenſatory : And as 
Mlenderly read in Cook upon Littleton, as in Galen or 
Hippocrates. Now therefore can you diſtinguiſh between 
Right and Wrong? The Law is the ſole Standard ct 
both; and even this is not ſo manifeſt as to flaſh Evi. 
. dence and Convidtion. The Senſe ſticks not on the 
Surface, nor perches upon the top of the Letter; it 
muſt be often drawn out by lation and Precedent; it's 
a Myſtery, nothing but Study and Practice can unriddle; 
withdraw therefore from Buſineſs, and let Controverſies 
run in their ordinary Channel : And remember Charity 
is prepoſterous, when it perſuades a good Action, by do- 
,, „ 


Ihe Gentleman expreſs d himſelf with Heat and Em- 
phaſis, with more Paſſion than Reaſon, and ſometimes 
tranſgreſs'd the common Rules of Decency and Breeding; 


but he pleaded his own Cauſe, and ſo we muſt fling in 
ſome Grains of Allowance ; for the moſt lazy Tongue, 


when kick d by Intereft, and ſpurr'd on by Paſſion, will 
run Poſt, and ſtumble in the hurry over Modeſty and Be- 
haviour. Eu ſebius ſaw he run too faſt to continue the 
Career; that when he had ſhot all his Ammunition, he 
might be attack d at greater Advantages; and that proba: 
bly when Paſſion was talk'd down, Reaſon might get the 
Aſcendant. He therefore heard his Harangue, without 
Commotion or Interpoſing ; and when Philargyrus had 

ended his Invective, Euſebizs began his Juſtification. 
Euſebius. I perceive that the Temple and Gra i. ln 
have declar'd me a publick Enemy to the Hoghen Mog ben, 
Learned in the Lam; a Traytor to the Prince, and à Be- 
trayer of the Liberty and Property of the Subject. In 
fine, guilty of all Crimes by Implications, though of none 
in Reality. You have drawn your Tongue in the Caufe; 
you appear the firſt in the Field with your Q»0ta, to 
„ E | N prevent 


drevent the Invaſion, and all the dire Conſequences of 
my Attempt upon the Bar and the Bench. But your Pre- 

arations for War are no leſs unſeaſonable than expen- 
five; for I am reſolv'd to entertain a Friendly Correſpon- 
Jence with your Corporation, and neither provoke nor 
truſt you. You are dangerous both Ways; your Friend- 
ſhip is as Fatal as your Anger; and he who confides in 


keep the longa roba Militia in Diſcipline ; to skirmiſh in 
leſt, before you engage in Earneſt, 
You would certainly be too blame did you rate my 


dom, and pronounces without Judgment or Sincerity : 


« Wl She claps Vices upon good Men, and Vertues upon Raſ- 
t WW cals : She lampoons or praiſes at a venture, and adapts 
's MW datyr or Panegyrick to the Exigence of Intereſt, and the 
; WH Byaſs of Faction, as you ſtand off in Caution and Reſerve 
for fear of a Surprize. III follow the ſame Method, 
ty WM for did I take the Size of your Morals and Religion by 


1. You queſtion my Prudence for intruding my ſelf into 


gion for the Cenſure. If Wiſdom perſuade me to Chri- 
in anity, why do I forfeit it by diſcharging the, Duties 
ue, a my Profeſſion ? Now, you know, Chriſt commands 
nil ne, not only to extend my Love to Friends, (which is at 
Be- (moſt a Pagan or Fewiſh Vertue,) but to my Enemies; I 


the {muſt return Good for Evil, and Favours for Affronts. 


hel muſt cloath the Naked, and drop my Alms into the 


ba Hands of the Indigent. I muſt reconcile Enemies, and 


bring Neighbours to a good Underſtanding ; and Chriſt 
pays the Labour with a Beatitude, Bleſſed are the Peacee 
makers, Certainly, this earneſt of Heaven, balances the 
Labour ; and who engages in Buſineſs upon ſuch a Pro- 
mſe, gives not his Pains Gratis. Intereſt therefore and 
Duty invite me to Buſineſs, viz. the Precepts of Reli- 


miſes of our Redeemer; and theſe are my Commiſſions 
vo; ſo that my Conduct is neither Illegal nor Fooliſh: 
For, I ſuppoſe, ''a Man who has Chriſts Command, is 
uned with an unexceptionable Authority; and that the 
e 1 
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your Fidelity, receives more Wounds, than he who de- 
ſerves your Reſentment. However, Sir, you do well to 


Qualities by the Report of Fame, for ſhe ſpeaks at ran- 


the publick Cry, I ſhould conclude you had a ſlender 
Proviſton of Conſcience, and none of Honour or Honeſty. 


Buſineſs without Neceſſity or Invitation, and I your Re- 


yon, and the Hope of Heaven, grounded upon the Pro- 
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broad Seal of Heaven, is as Authentick as that of the 
Realm. | | eee 
2. Vou are not ſatisfied of my Capacity, becauſe! 
am a Stranger to the Laws. Perchance, Sir, I am more 
familiarly acquainted with them, than you. ſuſpect. | 
was always of Opinion, a ſmack of the Law was noleg 
neceſſary to manage an Eftate, than to acquire one; and 
that a Man to avoid Circumvention, muſt dive into all 
the little Artifices of the Bar, and the Myſtery of plead. 
ing; for whoever looks down a Precipice is within an 
Ace of a Fall; and when the Snare lies out of ſight, its 
beyond the Power of Forecaſt to avoid it; for this rea. 
fon TI have turned over the Law, and methinks it has 
ſomething of the Prophet Ezekie!'s River, in which a 
Lamb might walk, and an Elephant fink; a Man who 
means well, may eaſily fall upon the Senſe ; and who in- 
tends to play the Knave, may find a cover for his For- 
But after all, an ordinary Pittance of Law, with a 
good Conſcience, rids more Suits than the Science of 
| Cook with a bad one. Indeed, a Man beaten to the 
Trade, may wrangle and harangue better than one that 
is unexperienced in the Science cf Chicane ; he may talk 
more plauſibly, and embroider his Diſcourſe with Sta. 
tates and Precedente. Wok | 

But generally this is only flouriſh Terms, and We- 

minſter Cant; it raiſes a Duſt, flings a glitter on a bad 
Cauſe, and a gloom over a good one: It racks the Lav 
and Reaſon too: It raiſes Doubts, wire-draws Suits in 
infinitum, and makes Demonſtration it ſelf as two hand- 
led as the Pagan Oracles. Whereas, would Men as ftu- 
diouſly employ their time to diſcover Truth, as to over 
look it; to end Debates as to perpetuate them; Senten- 
ces would be more Quick, and perchance more Juſt; at 
leaſt the Subject would ſeldom plead away his whole 
Eſtate, to maintain a Part, or find Juſtice more expenſive 
than Extortion, and more barbarous than Violence: Not, 
in fine, loſe the Subſtance to chop at a Shadow. 

I claim not the Prerogative of Infallibility, like mi 
Neighbours, I am liable to Miſtakes, and ſubject t. 
Error ; the Features of Wrong have often ſuch a Reſem 
blance with thoſe of Right, that there is no diſtinguiſh!" 

the one from the other; and therefore I never py 
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my judgment (like the Laws of the Medes and Perſians) 
as irrevokable ; thoſe who are diſſatisfied may appeal to 
higher Powers, and ſhelter themſelves and their concerns 


under the Protection of the Law. But, Sir, they have 
found by Experience, the Expedient is dangerous and 


chargeable ; that thoſe who raiſe Suits, are not proper to 
end them; and that few engage in the Law, without 
Wounds in the Skirmiſh, and thoſe mortal roo : Nay, 


and by a ſtrange Sympathy, they are entailed on the Fa- 


mily ; and deſcend (like Chronical Diſtempers) to their 
Poſterity. 5 | 
Philargyrus. So; here is a Satyr upon the Profeſſion, 
and all that practice it are Cheats and Impoſtors, at leaſt 
by Conſtruction ; the words will bear an Action; and 


did I. not reſpe your Perſon, I might bring you upon 


your Knees, and penance your Indiſcretion. 


En ſebius. You miſunderſtand me, and throw a guilty 


Comment upon an innocent Text. No Man has a greater 


| Value for the Profeſſion than my ſelf; it's the very Baſis 


of Government, the ſupport of Society and Commerce 
it's a Science that ſtops not at airy Notions, nor ſleeps in 
Speculation and Revery; it ſets Hand to Work, puts 
Bounds to Right and Wrong, protects the Clown from 
Slavery, and the Nobility from the violent Encroach- 
ments of the Multitude. It's as neceſſary for the Conſer- 
vation of Order, as Air for that of Life. Without it, 
the greateſt Empires muſt fall into a Heap of Confu- 
ſion, and the World become a Retreat to Thieves and 
Aſſaſſines. Power will determine Right, and Force ju- 


tle, and Force will put in Poſleflion, 


As the Profeſſion is commendable, ſo Thouſands of its | 
Profeſſors have been not only above Praiſe, but even 


above Calumny : Flattery could not fawn them into an 
ill Action, nor Menaces fright them from a good one ; 
they were Juſt in ſpite of Intereſt, and Upright in ſpite 


of Temptation; they bore up againſt the Provocations 


of Greatneſs and Favour ; they durſt defend Juſtice under 
the Diſguife of a Beggar, and proſecute Injuſtice, tho, 
protected by Title and Authority. | 

Who has not heard of the great Boetius? His Probity 
out-ſhined his noble Extraction; his Juſtice gave a luſtre 


o the Scarlet, and his Prudence dignified the very Dig- 


_ Naty 


ſify Extortion and Violence; a long Sword will be Ti- 
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not ſo much as check d into indifferency by Injury, or 


was More, the Glory of our Nation, and the Phenix of 


and what is more, the beſt Man: His Vertue out-ſtretchd 
| His Knowledge, and his Conſtancy was too hard for 
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tent of Peerage, and to be ſtrip'd of a Dukedom, than to 


nerate Age; tho Conſcience and Regularity have ſmall 
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and if the Ancients have any Advantage, it's only that 


rather ſtand for Right without Fee, than fide with Wrong 


mean Artifices of a few; but what wonder if ſome Chil 


Rice, with the Race of Sh? A Lawyer and a Cheat a 
he | le 
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nity he poſſeſs d; he had the Privilege to revive all Lear: 
ning, and at his Death to bury the whole Roman Gran. 
deur in his own Tomb; more glorious in his Diſgrace 
than in the very Meridian of his Fortune, and more hape 
Py in his Miſery, than at the top of his Proſperity, This 
2 Man was above Diſcouragement and ill Uſage, and 


Z wks tm, oe ww = 


careſſed ; he declared for Truth againſt Majeſty, and de. 
claimed againſt Oppreſſion in the Face of Tyranny, 
Who can ſufficiently praiſe the incomparable Sir The. 


His Age : He was the moſt able Lawyer of his Time, 


Cruelty ; he mounted from the' Bar to the Bench, and | 
carried on Vertue through all the Oppoſition of Avarice; W the 
the Charms of his Honeſty were irreſiſtable ; they both No 
conquered Prejudice, and captivated Envy it ſelf ; and Cle 

tho he loſt his Life on a Scaffold, he went off with Fide. spe. 

lity. For what could King Harry condemn but Vertue? Met 

Or who could he pronounce Guilty, but the Innocent? Non 

A Diſgrace from him was more honourable, than a Pa. has 


receive one. 1 1 
Tho' the Intereſt of Vertue is almoſt ſunk in our dege- 


Footing among us; yet I could ſingle out ſome Gentle- 
men of the Law, whoſe Honeſty vies with the moſt up- 
right Examples of Antiquity, as well as their Science; 


they are Originals, and our Moderns Copyiſts: Theſe 
are Men that neither bend to Favour, nor bow to Inte- 
reſt ; that proſecute Injuſtice in Power, and abet Juſtice 
under all the Diſadvantages of Poverty and Confine- 
ment: They mind not the Plaintiff, but the Cauſe; and 
kor the double. 8 

Yet, I confeſs, the irregular Conduct of ſome, has 
thrown a Scandal on the very Profeſſion; and the Probity 
of many ſuffers in the Opinion of the World, for the 


dren of wicked (uin, mingle their Blood, and their Pra- 


nov 


v7 


The Gentleman Inſtructed. 323 


ow Terms almoſt Synonymous ; and Men that thrive 
by the Law, are ſuppoſed to live without any. But it's 
unjuſt to ſtigmatize a whole Body, for the Failures of 
ſome Members ; the Puniſhment and the Fault ſhould go 
together, and he alone ſhould bear the or ger of a bad 
Action, that had the Face and Pleaſure of commiting it. 
Theſe are Men of low Fortunes, and profligate Manners, 
unable to riſe by Merit; they turn off to 3 


Gle of Probity; here, Sir, you have my Senſe of the 


Courſe. f 

Philargyrus. I perceive you will not have Men exert 
their Parts, nor employ their Talents for Lucre and Gain. 
No, they muſt ruſt in a Corner, or be lock'd up in a 
Cloſet; they muſt be laid out in the publick Service, or 


Letter the Doctrine of Self-abnegation, if he caſts an Eye 


a. has the Foreſight to lay in a Proviſion for Age and Acci- 
to dent, he muſt be dubb'd a Cheat, and poſted up for a 

Fourb and Impoſtor. I confeſs I am not fo financed 
from all Temporal Concerns, as quite to overlook them. 
I will oblige my Neighbour, but then I will not diſoblige 
ny Reaſon ; Iwill furniſh out Life to the beſt Advan- 


ape age. A Man may live by the Sweat of his Brains, as 
de; rell as by the Work of his Hands, and balance the Ex- 
hat Nence of his Studies, with the Fruits of his Practice. In 


ine, Sir, I will mind my Client's Intereſt, but intend not 
lb forget my own ; he ſhall have Law, but muſt return 
Money for the Barter. Tt, 

Euſebius. Nay, I conceive, a Lawyer that drudges 
Fats, will be overlaid with Cuſtom, though ſcant of 
Honey; and if he ſets out with a low Fortune, he will 
ot fall upon a higher in his Journey, for as the World 
wes, Generoſity and good Nature are no thriving Embel- 
lkments ; and when one leaves the Payment of an Obli- 
ation to the Diſcretion of the Receiver, the acknow- 
elgment ſeldom riſes in Proportion of the Favour. But 
ou miſconceive my Meaning : I am not for throwing 
1 the Labour upon the Lawyer, and all the Profit upon 


and ſupply the want of Worth, by Tricks and Artifi- 
ces. Such (we ſay) riſe by their Wits ; but it's a Mi- 
take, they live by the Proſtitution of Conſcience, and 


Matter; and if you pleaſe to Action me, take your 


ſpent in Charities; and if a Lawyer practiſes not to a 


on his own Intereſt, as well as on his Neighbours ; or 


the 
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of Bones: But as I would not have a Sunn mie 


man of the Bar ſhould not ſet People together by tlie Ears, 


would not pay the Voyage. 


Pound with a Crime; but beſides, you would fill find 
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the Client. No, let him keep within the Bounds of Hg; 
neſty, and I have no Exceptions againſt him; a Setter 
of Meum and Tuum deſerves a Salary, as well as a Sette; 


Wounds for the Gain of curing 'em ; nor a Doctor poi. 
ſon a Patient to force upon him an Amulet; ſo a Gentle. 


ed» cond wocmcoc ct .- 


to be paid for the parting them. ko 

Philargyrus. That is, when two commence a Suit, we 
muſt compoſe the difference 41 amiable, and rather run to 
Arbitration than the Law. Indeed our Trade would go 
on at a ſtrange rate were Umpires in Fathion, Cargo 


Euſebius. Suppoſe ſuch a Project were put in Executi- 
on, where is the Harm? Tho' you might need leſs Law, 
you would practice more Goſpel ; and if the Lawyer loſt, 
the Chriſtian would gain by the Expedient. Your Vail; 
might be ſlender, however they would be juſt ; and! 
think a Crown with Innocence, is more valuable than a 


Fools enough to impoſe upon, for the World is ſtock' 
with Neck or Nothing; with Men that will make over by 
Retail an Eſtate of a Thouſand Pound per Annum, to a 
Lawyer, in Expectation of being pleaded into another of 
two Hundred. a ODS . 
Pbilargyrus. You will have us keep within the Bound th 
of Juſtice, you caution us againſt Injuſtice, explain tie ¶ nc 


Jargon; for I fear our Notions diſagree, and that my BM fu; 


Idea is more indulgent, and of greater Latitude than MW (o/ 
yours. I believe, according to your Scheme, a Manz Ha 
muſt make the leaſt of his Parts to be Honeſt, and paz! 
the good natur'd Fool to be a Saint in your Calendar: Sto 
But to be free with you, Iintend to ſell my Pains by Inch 
of Candle. Ill not venture one ſingle Pulſe but up 
good Security, and high Intereſt ; and if I can get Ta 
in the Hundred, Why ſhall I refuſe the Offer? Injuſtice 
is a Chymzra when both ſides agree. Able Lawyels 
are now as ſcarce as Corn was the laſt Year : Why thet 
ſhall they not tax their Labour at Diſcretion, and raile 


the Market as well as Farmers? 3 ther 
Euſebius. fear indeed our Notions of Juſtice are *W Cor 

wide as our Practice; Lawyers are no ſtrait- lac d Caſuiſ by 
Wt 
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in their own Concerns ; they ſteer by the old Philoſop 
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cal Principle, Nothing is unjuſt that is profitable. But tho 
theſe Maxims have Practice for their Warrant, they have 
neither Reaſon nor the Goſpel 5 and without this Sup- 
port, the moſt eſtabliſh d Cuſtom is only Vice trium- 
phant. Now, if you pleaſe, I will deliver my Judgment 
upon the Matter. ä 


| 6 . 

It's certain Law-ſuits are warrantable merely by Ac- 
cident : Two cannot have Right to the ſame thing ; but 
becauſe the Title is uncertain, the contending Parties may 
appeal to the Law, and muſt acquieſce to the Judgment 
of the Court. 5 

„„ 3 8 

Hence it's clear, when Right ſtands evidently for one 
ſide, a Lawyer cannot plead for the other; if he does, 
he ſtands no leſs guilty of Injuſtice, than if he help a Pad 
to take a Purſe upon the High-way. Indeed his Crime 


cf God it's ten. Times more monſtrous ; for he abuſes a 
nd WF Vertue, to practice a Vice; and endeavours to ruin In- 


by Wi torts the Sanctuary into a Butchery, and ſtabs Juſtice at 
0 J the Foot of her own Altar. 
: f 


£02 3. 1 Fs 
When ſolid Reaſons ſupport both Sides, Right lies in 

the Dark, and therefore you may plead for either, but 

not for both ? For which Party ſoever has Right, you are 


m fure to be in the Wrong: Two can have no Title, in 
than BY ſolid, to the ſame thing. Indeed, to take with both 
Man Hands is a preſent Remedy againſt an empty Pocket, but 
play Wl 2 Poiſon to the Conſcience : For double Fees oppreſs the 
dar WI *tomachz nor is there any Cure but a Vomit, (id eff) 
Inch beſtitution. Such Men are Nuſances to Society; and 
upon for my} part I am of the Satyr's Opinion in the Fable, 


that it's dangerous to truſt one that blows hot and cold; 


nor would I have gny more to do with him, than with 
an Italian Bravo, Who will diſpatch my Enemy for 2 


that halted between Bell and the True God, were nei- 
ther ſtaunch Jews, nor through-pac'd Gentiles, but a 

ompound of two Species united in one Monſter. What 
are our 7ack-of-both-fide Gentlemen, but an Off-ſpring 
ek the ſame Race? They plead for Juſtice on the one 


ſide 


appears more genteel in the Eyes of Men, but in the ſight 


ed nocence by the Law, that was Enacted to protect it; he 


Crown, and my ſelf for a Couple. Thoſe old Iſraelites 
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fide of the Mouth, and againſt it on the other; proteq 
it, and proſecute it in the ſame Moment, and ſo cheat 
both Clients and themſelves into the Bargain: Whoſe. 
ever buys either Wealth or Honour at the Price of a 
Crime, over-purchaſes. Tell me not, There muſt be 10 
Interfering between Buſineſs and Religion, that if the Py. 
it will not agree with the Bar, we muſt thrive in the 
orld, and make rhe moſt of Labour. I am apt to be- 
lieve thoſe unchriſtian Principles, have made the very 
Laws a greater Grievance, than thoſe that break them; 
that they have heaved ſome into fair Livings, and others 
out of them; and that they permit not Conſcience togrow 
too hard for Intereſt: But, however, Sir, if the Bar be 
at variance with the Bible, whatever you gain in hand, 
will bear no Proportion with what you muſt expect in 
Reverſion. For I cannot think that he makes the moſt 
of his Parts, who writes and pleads himſelf into Ten 
Thouſand Pounds per Annum, for ſome Years, and into 
unconceivable Torments for an Eternity. But you muſt 
thrive in the World! In God's Name, provided the 
means be handſome, neither unjuſt before God, nor ſcan- 
dalous in the fight of Men; but let me tell you, he who 
reſolves to riſe is already within an Ace of being a Cheat; 
it's ten to one he never formalizes upon the Means; when 
Covetouſneſs has got the Reins, there is no holding it in N. 
with Notions. „ i | 


You muſt not draw out Liw-fuits in Sæcula Sæculorun, th: 
nor ſtretch them in Lengths, till a poor Client loſes both BW ne: 
Patience and Money; this is to join Murder to Robbe - »4. 
ry; to take a Man's Purſe with one Hand, and his Life Fe / 
with the other; it's a Medley of Cruelty and Injuſtice; ene 
firſt put me upon the Rack, between Hope and Fear, WW the 
and then force me to pay the Executioner for ny Tor- Sou 
ment. A Suit now runs for Life, and oftentimes deſcends 
down to the fourth Generation. So that the Law is a La- Fel 
byrinth; when once you are engaged there is no Retreat; 
if you are ſtrait handed, the Lawyer becomes Reff, he 
will not ſtir, and like an ignis fatuus he leaves you in the 
Mire ; if you fee wo high, and rain down upon him 
plentiful Showers of Guineas, he ſpins out the Cauſe to 
drain your Pocket; ſo that he either does too much, ot 
too little, and perpetuates Diſputes no leſs by being bar 
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well fee'd, than ill : Every one complains of the Grie- 
vance ; however, it goes on, and like to continue till our 
Benchers have either quietus eff, and More's Utopian Gen- 
tlemen are call'd to the Bar, and the Bench, in their lea- 

ther Breeches. 5 * 5 


There muſt be no eroſs· biting Evidences, nor frighting; 
no laughing, no queſtioning them out of Truth and their 


Senſes; to baffle a true Evidence is no leſs unjuſt, than 
to countenance Perjury. This is reported to have been 
faid at the Bar, but by no means on the Bench. eli 
good Man leather Breeches (ſaid once a grave Judge from 
the Bench) what have you for Swearing ? He ſuppoſed 2 
Peal of Laughter might diſmount the Clown, ruffle his 
Memory, and make him trip in his Diſpoſition ; but he 
miſtook his Man, and met with his Match ; the Fellow 
was too ſturdy to be ſcared by Furs or Scarlet; or to 


flinch for a Sarcaſm. My Lord, had you no more for Lying 


(replied he) than I for Swearing, you might have wore 
leather Breeches ſtill. Now a Man, who upon ſo ſolemn 


an Occaſion dares affront a legal Witneſs, will certainly 


at a Dead-lift ſuborn a falſe one; and though his Deſign 
miſcarried, his Malice was at full Swarth. I know we 
are pleaſed to call this unhandſome dealing with, but 


Names make no Alteration in Things. The Scripture 


terms it cheating, and we muſt rather appeal to its Ver- 
dict, than to Cuſtom, or Calapine. Quevedo tells us, 
that at the Sound of the Trumpet to Judgment, an Attor- 


ney would have demurr d, upon pretence he had got a Soul 


was none of his own, and that his Body and Soul were not 


| Fellows. I believe ſome Lawyers will have more Conſci- 


ence in the next World, than they have in this; and at 
the Day of Account wiſh that they had made over their 


Souls to their Legatees, as well as their Eftates ; but 


they'll not dare to pretend their Souls and Bodies are not 


Fellows; for alas, they have gone halves in the Crime, 


as well as the Pleaſure and Profir, and by conſequence 


muſt ſhare in the Puniſhment. 
A Man that will thrive, eaſily ſlides into an Injuſtice; 
but then it's almoſt as hard to recover, as to return from 


Hell: For In juſtice ſeems to be one of thoſe Crimes that 


are neither forgiven in this World, nor in the next. In- 


deed a Man may repent, * the Conditions are ſo hard, 


* 


m ſg 


F ICY 


—— — 9 — _— 
8 2 : \ 


$30 The Gentleman Inſtrufted. 


fo mortifying, that not one of a Thoufand will ſign them 
For, in fine, an Injuſtice is not ardoned without 2 full 


Reſtitution, and Reparation of Damages; and theſe run 
often as high as the Lawyer's Gains; notwithſtanding, 
tho' you have raked together Ten Thoufand Pounds per 


Annum, by defending unjuſt Suits, and ſtretching out juſt 
ones ; by baffling true Evidences, or bribing Knights of 


the Poſt, you muſt diſgorge and fall into your own firſt 


Poverty, as naked of Support as when you firſt ſet out, 


Nou, is it not againft the Grain to expoſe your Reputa- 


tion to cenſure and obloquy, to fhrink in your Figure, 
and to fink into nothing? However, theſe bitter Pills 
muſt down, unlefs you can reſolve to welter in Fire and 


Brimſtone Eternally. It's hard, I confeſs, to fling up a 


fair Eſtate; yet better, than to fling up all Title to Hea- 
ven, and to entail upon you God's Curſe in this World, 


and his Vengeance in the other. 


No Man in his Wits would purchaſe an Eſtate for his 
Child at the Expence of his Life ; why then will he at 
the Price of his Soul? Is this ſo contemptible, and that 
of ſo ſuperlative a Value? One muſt have a faint Idea 
of future Puniſhments and Rewards, thus to miſplace his 
Judgment and Efteem ; he muſt ſuppoſe his Soul vanilhes 
into nothing, when his Body falls into Duſt ; that the 


River of Phlegeton is as real and tormenting as the Lake 
of Brimſtone, and that the Pains of the Devils and Dams 


ned, as Romantick, as thofe of Tityus and Sifyphas : In 
fine, at moſt, that Heaven is no more pleaſing than Spring- 

Garden, nor Hell no more tormenting than Newgate or 
the Counter. | - 
Now the beft method to avoid this Difficulty is to 2. 
void the Sin; it's ten times more eaſy to abſtain from Ra- 
pine, than to repent of it. Its not hard to keep within 
the bounds of Juſtice, if Avarice get not the Aſcendant; 
but if this Vice runs away with our Heart, we ſtop at 
nothing. Strong Deſires are ftrong Temptations to uſe 
ill Means ; in the Hurry of Paſſion, Conſcience is ſeldom 
heard ; he thar is bent upon a thing, will have it right 

Or Wrong. | 3 | 

Nor will this Reſervedneſs baulk your Fortune: A 
Lawyer that has the Reputation of an honeſt Man, will 
always find Employment. For who will not rather put 
his Concerns in the Hands of one who makes a Conſci- 
7 ence 
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ence of over-reaching a Client, than lay himſelf at the 
Mercy of a Knave ? Honeſty is eſteemed by all, tho' few 
o to the Price of the Purchaſe, and even thoſe who pra- 
diſe it the leaſt, are moſt eager Pretenders to it. Indeed 
jour Fortune will not riſe ſo faſt, but then the Edifice 
will be more firm and laſting : Thoſe Buildings that riſe 
on a ſudden, fall in a Moment ; like precipitated Births, 
they are never long-lived, and generally bury the Buil- 
der under the Ruins. Gain never relithes better than 
when it's juſt, and Advantage is almoſt doubled by being 
awful. Pray, Sir, be not diſpleaſed at my Freedom 
ſuch plain Dealing is neceſſary to recover Juſtice, an 
liarm its Enemy. TI expoſe the Practice to reform the 
Man. I may perchance draw upon me the Anger of - 
ſome guilty Benchers, and expoſe my Perſon to Calum- 
ty and Diſcountenance ; but I ſhall only pity their Blind- 
neſs, and deſpiſe their Malice; for fear not to croſs upon 
Vice tho' never ſo prevailing, nor to oppoſe a Grievance 
tho' back'd by Number, and ſupported by Preſcription, 
Iwill pleaſe no Man to his Diſadvantage, nor fix him in 
in Error by a Complement, nor careſs him out of his 
Duty and Happineſs | 5 
Philargyrus Rood upon Thorns, and heard the Dif. 
courſe with a thouſand Grimaces ; he was Proof to homes 
h and good Counſel, by a kind of Antiperiſtaſis, hare 
dened in ill; you might as well have preach'd an Ethio- 
hun into a White, as this Attorney into an honeſt Chri- 
ſian, Ill Habits hung not loſe upon him, but twiſted 
memſelves with his Nature; they ſunk into his very 
Nu, and debauch'd him in Practice and Principle too. 
Look ye, Sir, (ſaid he to Euſebius) you have regaled 
ne with Cant, with Flouriſhes, and a Glut of l : 
but I will not be beaten out of my Road by hard Words, 
Univerſity-jargon, and ſtrain'd Speculations. I live by 
te Law, not by Caſuiſtry ; and that ſtands upon Prece- 
lent, not Reaſon : How many brave Gentlemen have 
eit great Eſtates out of the Law, by the Force of Mes 
it and Induſtry, and plead Coronets on their Coaches, 
d themſelves into the Houſe of Peers! They work d en 
le ſame Materials, I do; ſteered by the ſame Compaſs, 
id were governed by the ſame Principle : Yet, where 
e theſe Reſtiturions ! Believe me, Sir, your Doctrine 
FUL calculated for our Elevation or Age. Preſcription 
. 8 Mm2 rung 
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runs againſt ſuch out- dated Practices, and that is Law: 
A Man that will part with an Eſtate, deſerves none; and 
he that returns a Lo#dſhip out of Tenderneſs of Conf:i. 
ence, reſigns his Wits in the Bargain. Pray let us not 
| interfere ; keep your Eſtate, and ſuffer. me to glean wp a H 
handſome Livelihood. Conſcience will not interpoſe be- 
tween Me and Profit; Wealth brings Eaſe, and Poverty 
hangs a Man upon the Tenter s. r 


5 | | 
When Pbilargyrus was gone, Euſebius returned to him- 
ſelf; the parting Complement of the Lawyer had almoſt Ber 
ſcared him into a Trance: He was at a ſtand to deter. uit 
mine whether he was above-ground or under, in Hell a- be f 
- mong the Damned, or in England among the Living, ans 
Such Stroaks of Libertiniſm fat on every Tittle of his ed 
Diſcourſe ; ſuch Sallies of Atheiſm, that one would have bow 
thought the Man had trick'd himſelf not only out of Re- and 
ligion, but out of human Nature; there was no ſtart of M 
Paſſion, no ſudden ſurprize to diſcompoſe him, he ſpoke plac, 
under cool Blood, under Thought and Reflection; al that 
theſe Circumſtances inflame the Guilt, and ſwell the Reck- 
oning: This Fair-well damp'd Euſebius, and brought in- they 
to his Mind thoſe uncomfortable Words of our Bleſſed $a- bad 
viour, Many are called, but few are choſen. To what mei 
height of Madneſs (faid Exſebius) does Avarice puſh Man 
Men, when once it has got the Maſtery of Conſcience? geit 
To pawn ones Soul for a Fee, and Heaven for a double 
one: Is it not Frenſy to Exceſs ? And Lunacy beyond Er. 
preſſion ? All the Mad-houſes in the Nation are unable to 
| furniſh ſuch Inſtances of Folly ; ſuch Strains of Diſtn- 
ion and Stupidity. Did Men believe no future State, 
I conceive they won 0 make the moſt of this ; they might 
forage upon their Neighbour's Land, and cruize upon 
their Purſes, and ſtore their Magazines with Plunder and 
Rapine. But to believe the Doctrine of Chriſt, and to 
act by that of Hobbs; to own a Hell, and ſweat to feel 
It, is extraordinary and ſurpriſing. Let my Soul be rather 
wit h the old Philoſophers, than with thoſe of our modem 
Lawyers ; perchance they might have had leſs Faith, but 
I am ſure they had more Honeſty ; and if their Religion 
was worſe, their Practice was better. 
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DIALOGUE IV. 


Tough Enſebias lived in Retreat, he had not forſworn 
Company, nor disbanded from Society, Piety is nei- 
ther ſullen nor ſolitary ; it cares not indeed to be crowded 
with Viſitors, nor always to be tied up to Ceremonies, to 
be peſtered with Flies, nor tormented with Flatterers 


requires, and Decency calls for : He lived in a neigh- 
hourly Correſpondence with all the Gentry, and received 


was too ſerious to be affected by the younger Fry, that 


lon ; and ſuppoſe they-are not treated like Men, unleſs 
they are drunk down to the Beaſt ; but if thoſe Sparks 
had ſmall Inclination to his Company, he had leſs to 
theirs, and rather kept his Time and Liberty to himſelf, 
m ban fling them away upon ſuch inſignificant Trifles ; he 


dees; however, he diſtinguiſhed their Quality from their 
rr I ies 3 and though upon Occaſions he laſh'd theſe, he al- 
mys treated their Perſons with regard. Nay, he fo 


8 timed his Reprehenſions, that they rather ſeemed to fall 
ite. n by Hazard, than deſigning; and though he ſpoke in 
| 


t their Faults by ſhort Innuendos, than attack'd them in 
anal borm, and endeavoured to raiſe a Bluſh, not their An- 


ler; for he knew that Choler cramps Reaſon, and when 
keel his flies off the Hinges, a Man is no more fit to receive 
her good Counſel, than a Tempeſt. rc: 

dem For this Reaſon he uſed to ſay, Prodigals muſt rather 


be reclaimed by Surprize than Force, by Kindneſs than 
Reproach : They will follow, but not drive; they en- 


hey wince if you ga 
Phyſick muſt be palatable ; the Pills will not down, un- 
ls they are gilt; he therefore diſapproved thoſe hot- 
headed Zealots, who give Vice no tolerable Quarter; 
m3 they 


Hny E,VSEBIUS behaved himſelf towards hi Ne allen,” 


pet it's never behind-hand in paying thoſe duties Civility. 


and returned both Viſits and Invitations : His Temper | 


place Mirth in Noiſe, and Diverſion in Extravagances ; 
that meaſure a Welcome not by the Bottle, but the Gal- 


neither could mend their Morals, nor endure their Fol- 


oh let, he inſtructed in Earneſt. In fine, he rather glanced 


dure a Remedy if ap with a genteel Hand, but then 
them; like that of Children, their 
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they treat it with the ſame Freedom in Scarlet, as in Liu: 
ſey-woolſey, and catechiſe a Lord with no more Cere. 
mony, than a Peaſant, but they take falſe Meaſures ; 
great Men muſt be complimented into their Duty, a, 
well as out of it. Civility works more kindly upon em 
than Rudeneſs. 5 1 ; The 
Though the young Sparks kept aloof from Euſcbiu, 
the more ſober coveted his Acquaintance ; he was grave, 
yet he had nothing ſtarch'd, nothing tiff ; his Converſa- 
tion was eaſy, and he always modelled his Diſcourſe to 
the Time and Company ; he hated thoſe old Fops, who 
reſs for Submiſſion upon the Younger, with a ftately 
Mein and reſerved Air; and ſuppoſe Age and Grey-hairs 
give them a juſt Title to Reſpect. This is (ſaid he) to 
tax Converſation, and to put the Company under Con- 
tribution for Defence and Regard ; it renders the Pre- 
tender cheap, and Society a Nuſance. In fine, he never 
declined any juſt Condeſcenſion, and would rather ſtretch 
Complaiſance a Point, than fcrew up his Gravity to Re- 
ſervedneſs or Importunity. 2 
Hie was a declared Enemy to Prodigality and Nearneſß 
he proportion d his Expences (as I have ſaid) to his In- 
comes; he never ſpared Money when Occaſions required 
It; nor flung it away mal 4 propo, to pleaſe a Frolick; 
he thought both Extreams equally vitious, that a ſordid 
Parſimony was ungenteel, and Profuſeneſs fooliſh. When 
he treated his Friends, he affected Neatneſs rather than 
Grandeur, and rather ſought to gratify the Taſte with 
Delicacies, than the Eye with Variety; for Feaſts are to 
entertain the Palate, not Curioſity, In drinking he fol 
lowed Aſſuerms's Orders; Vinum quoque ut magnificenti 
Regia dignum erat, abundans & præcipuum ponebatar, net 
erat qui nolentes cogeret ad bibendum : Sed ſicut Rex ſtatue- 
rat præponens menſis ſingulos de Principibus ſuis, ut ſumeret 
unuſquiſque quod vellet : He thought it no leſs uncivil to 
preſs his Gueſts to drink, than to ſtint them, and could 
not endure an Engliſh Principle, that Cuſtom has nat 
ralized, and Intemperance has made free Denizon of the 
Country, A Man thinks himſelf welcome by halves, 
that is not quite drowned in a Barrel, and ill uſed till bis 
Body be turned into a Hogshead, and his Head into # 
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This Conduct, ſo contrary to the eftabliſh'd Laws of 


Engliſb Hoſpitality, diſpleaſed ſome; and a Gentleman 
took once the Freedom to inform him, that he lay under 


a diſadvantageous Character for his Frugality. Sir, (faid 


he) I doubt not of your Generoſity, but People unac- 
quainted with your Temper impeach you with Avarice ; 
a ſingle Bottle will not waſh off the Aſperſion; you muſt 
marſhal em upon the Table by Dozens: We love to look 
our Enemies in the Face, and muſt be carried from the 
Table, as well as from the Breach ; for we drink, as 
well as fight, like Men, and all your French Ragouſts are 
unpalatable, unleſs high-ſeaſon'd with Burgundy and 
Claret. When the Ladies retire, adjourn to a By-room 

and be ſure to march at the Head of the Brigade, ang 
lead it upon the Attack: Let your Proviſions anſwer the 


Number of the Aſſailants; an Engliſþ Man can cope 


with as many Bottles of French Wine, as French Men ; 


and you know one to fix is a over-match : Thus, Sir, 


you'll retrieve your Honour, and recover your Reputati- 
on from the Imputation of Stingineſs, and ungenteel Slyr 
of Parſimony, „„ 


F This Gentleman had a real Eſteem for Euſebius, but 


none for his Practice; he bore an Office, and poſſeſs d a 
fair Eſtate in the Country. He was a good Companion 
at the Pot, and an Adorer of the Pipe: He laugh'd at 
thoſe who placed Glory in Wounds, and broken Legs, 
and run their Heads againſt Baſtions and Half-moons, for 
a place in the London Gazette, or the Poſt-Boy ; he would 
not venture one ſingle Pulſe for the taking Liſle or Tour- 
nay, nor fling his Money upon Doctors and Surgeons 


much leſs be carried (like a Calf) from the Attack to 


his Tent, or his Grave: No, (ſaid he) I came not in- 
to the World to be cannonaded, or bagonetted out of it; 


L will nurſe up Life to the Extent of Nature, and leave 


it in my Bed, not in a Ditch. Fa: 9 ON 
However, tho the Deputy-Lieutenant had no Inclina- 
tion for Camp-glory, he was ambitious of Fame; but 
then he reſolved to fetch it rather from the Cellar, than 
the Field; and indeed, he was a kind of Fla Man, a 
Hee· Admiral, in all thoſe Expeditions of Good - fe 8 
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_ this is brutal; that makes an ill Man, but this throws 
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ſo beaten to the Trade, that no Body durſt contend for 


the Command. So that, though by Commiſſion, he was 
only Deputy-Lieutenant, his toping Embelliſhments enti. 


tuled him to the Lieutenancy of the Country. I have 
ſeen Right Worſhipful knock down half a Dozen under 


the Table in a Trice, and then he will clap and crow 


like a Game. cock. Nay, he ſwore he deſerv'd a publick 
Complement for the Exploit, as well as our great Duke 
for his Blangy ; becauſe he flew more with his own Hand, 


and loſt fewer than this mighty General; nay, and kept 
the Field into the Bargain. A Friend defired him not 
to proſtitute his Quality and Commiſſion to Scorn ang 


Obloquy, by ſo mean, ſo unmanly a Vice; but he an- 
ſwer'd, thoſe lay under a great Miſtake, that mark'd it 
with Unmanlinefs. We drink like Beaſts, (ſaid he) 
when we drink leaſt ; but like Men, when we drink till 
we can neither go nor ſtand. é 15 


Eꝛaſebius was ſtruck at his quaint Harangue, and more 
at his Principles: He thought Caution it ſelf might ſome- 
times be overſeen, and Sobriety trapanned by ompany 


into Intemperance ; but to gage Breeding by the Barrel, 


to turn Drinking into an Employment, and the Infamy of 
Drunkenneſs into a Perfection of human Nature, was en. 
traordinary; he thank d the Gentleman for his Advice, 
but deſired leave to follow his own Method, till he had 


offered ſome better Reaſon to change it. 


For, Sir, (ſaid he) you perſuade me to reſcue my 
Honour from the Imputation of a pretended Vice, by 
committing a real one. You provoke me by the Motives 
of Glory, to Actions that degrade a good Man, and force 
an ill one even to bluſh, You mifapply the Notions of 
Honour and Infamy ; you blame and praiſe in the wrong 
Place; and thus you pronounce Monſtrouſneſs to be Pro- 

ortion, and the Blemithes of Mankind to make up its 
3 I lie (you fay) under the Aſperſion of Ava- 


rice; and nothing will remove the Calumny, unleſs 1 
drown my Gueſts in Claret and Canary. I confeſs, the 


Remedy ſeems ten times worſe than the Diſeaſe ; I would 
rather be pointed at for a Miſer, than be condemned 
for a Drunkard ; that Vice indeed is uncreditable, but 


him 


— 
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him out of his Species, and turns him into a Beaſt; nay, 
|ays him below the vileſt; for he is a Beaſt of Man's 
Creation, and by Conſequence more monſtrous than the 
loweſt Part of God's, or rather he is a reaſonable Beaſt, 
and irrational Man. VV „„ 
What a noble Spectacle muſt it be, to ſee a Club of 
Gentlemen of Figure and Quality, metamorphoſed into 
Bedlams, and their Palaces into Mad-houſes ; to ſee em 
play the Ape and the Swine, and run out into Lengths of 
Folly and Extravagance ? No doubt, it's an honourable 
Employment for a Maſter to play the Mimick and Scara- 
ouch before his Men, to entertain them with Farce 
Gratis, and to fling a merry Interlude into their Salary ; 
to out-do the Roman Bacchanals in Diſtractions, and to 
ſtrain Jollitry, not into Annual, (for once a Year a wiſe 
Man may have leave to be mad) but into a daily 
Madneſs. 5 = - „ 
Good God! What a Scene did J once behold at Sir 
e B—— F——'s! It gave me ſuch a Surfeit of Wine, that 
for a Twelve-month, the very ſight of a Bottle caſt me 
into a Sweat and Agony. I began almoſt to believe 
!, chat Pytbayorar's Tranſmigration was rather a Truth, 
of Wl than Allegory or Fable; for in the Space of an Hour, 
„a dozen Gentlemen commenced Beaſts, and all of dif- 
e, ferent Species; there were Apes, Bears, Lyons, and Jacl- 
d ,: Some r0ard, others yelp'd, and others bond, In 
one Corner there was making Quarrels, in another 
yy Wl Love; here they ſung, there they blaſphemed ; they 
dy Wl kifs'd in one Place, and box'd in another: In fine, there 
'es Wi was a Medly of Farce and Tragedy, of Folly and Mad- 
ce Wl neſs, a Subject for Laughter and Tears; but when they 
of began to return home, they play d all at croſs Queſtions, 
ns the Poſtilion crept behind the Coach, the Coachman in- 


r0- to it, and the Maſter into the Box: For Wine is a Level- 
its ler, it either raiſes the Man to the Maſter, or throws 
v2- WH down the Maſter to the Man. When Reaſon ſleeps, 
$I WM Extravagance breaks loſe ; Quality and Peaſantry ig 
he Wl together; there is no difference between a Lord and a 
ad Lacquey, but that he is more to blame; in a Word, they 
ed WF were in no Condition for a Journey; ſo that the Gentle · 
ut men were conveyed into Beds, and the Equipage camp'd 
acheter... eee 
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Well, Sir ! replied the Deputy-Lieutenant, Over 


fights will happen, but Good-fellowſhip muſt go on, and 
a neighbourly Correſpondence be improved. ; 

As much Good-fellowſhip (faid Exſebizs) and Kind. 
neſs as you pleaſe, provided you fluſh right Notions, and 
frame an Idea of both by the Rule of Reaſon, not of Cy. 
ſtom ; bur I cannot perſuade my ſelf, the Laws of Good. 
fellowſhip command me to drink away my Health and 
my Wits for a Frolick : Health is no Nuſance, nor Rez. 
ſon a Burthen. If you had a Fancy to a Cup of Poiſon, 
does the Ceremony of Good. fellowſhip order me to pledge 
you in the ſame Liquor ? Now over-drinking turns the 
beſt Ale in the Nation, and the beſt Wines in France in- 
to Poiſon. Indeed, they diſpatch not by ſudden Aſſault, 
as Ratsbane or Arſenick ; but by Mine and Siege ; how 
ever, their Operation is ſure, and though their Malig- 

nity be ſlow, it's mortal. TD 

Nor can II think any Principle of Friendſhip obliges me 
to help a Man to deſtroy his Eſtate, to fink his Family 
Into Beggary, his Perſon into Contempt, and his Body 
into Diſeaſes : Now your Kindneſs wades further into 
Miſchief; I muſt doze his Reaſon, and ſtab his Soul; 
nay, and my own too. No Man certainly dares own 
this for Kindneſs, who is not actually drunk. Befides, 
you may as well entertain Heat with Cold, as Friendſhip 
with Drinking. Alas, good Sir, when Wine flies into 
the Head, Glaſſes fly about the Ears ; for when once 
Reaſon is drowned, Paſſion always ſwims on the Surface; 
moſt of thoſe Quarrels that end in Blood, begin in Wine; 
Jollitry drank too high, degenerates into Fury. 

But, beſides, Drunkenneſs is a Sin, and of a very black 
Dye; it's one of thoſe that ſhuts Heaven's Gate, and 
opens that of Hell to the Offender. Now, tho it were 
as genteel as it's clowniſh, that very Conſideration ſhould 
fright thoſe from the Practice, that bound not their Hope 
or Fear with Sight and Fr ; Kindneſs and Good fellow: 

ſhip muſt not ke place of our Eternal Welfare, nor Ce- 
remony of our Duty. If therefore Drunkenneſs be à 
Sin, is it none to invite, none to perſuade a Neighbour 


to it ? Muſt 4 Gentleman be ER with Infamy, ber 
cauſe he will nat turn off Conſcience ? Nor purchaſe tte 
Reputation of Houſe-keeping, at the Expence of his Soul? 
lam nat ſo fond of Eſteem as to buy it by a baſe * 
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nor ſo fearful of Contempt as to avoid it by a Sin. I 
will not transform my ſelf into a Brute, for the Reputati- 
on of a fine Man ; nor ſtoop to the Office of a Tempter, 
for the Title of Generoſity. No, no, Sir, in my Houſe 
Gueſts ſhall neither be ſtinted, nor forc'd. I leave them 
to their own Diſcretion, and invite them to be merry, 
but not to be mad. I love a cool Head, and a calm Con- 
ſcience ; and I had rather ſee Flights of Diſtraction in 
Bedlam, than of Extravagance at Home. To conclude, 
I had rather be reproach'd for Sobriety, than careſs'd for 
Intemperance; and lampoon d for a Vertue, than Pane» 
gyrick d for a Vice. 5 „* 

Well, well, Sir, (replied the Knight) we will not fall 
out for the Matter: Let every Man take his way; but 

ive me leave to tell you, Conſcience, and all your Fiddle 

Faaddles will not ſcreen you from Cenſure. When we go 
to a merry Meeting, we leave that Lumber at Home; but 
when we are Summoned to a Quarter Seſſions, or ſo, then 
indeed we take it up behind us (if the Horſe will carry 
double) for though it may be of Uſe in a Buſineſs of 
Meum and Tuum, it's a Burthen at a Feaſt, a Controuler 
of Mirth, and a Poiſon to Good-fellowſhip. . 

Euſebius bleſs d himſelf at the grave Gentleman's 
Preachment ; to hear Magiſtrate plead for Riot, and Ju- 
ftices of Peace for Diſorder, ſeemed ſurprizing; but the 
Evil lies deep, there is no removing it; it's become a 
Branch of Engliſh Property, and we will no more part 
with the Vice of Drinking, than with our Magna Charta. 
We have received it from our Forefathers, and improv'd 
the Talent to Admiration; one Man infects another, 
and the preſent Sett of Tiplers will hand down the Diſ- 
eaſe to their Poſterity ; and thus the Diſtemper will run 
on without Cure, and continue without End. 


CHAOS IAII III III III 4 444440 
DIALOGUE Y. 
Of his Recreations. | 
Elba. was not ſo engaged in Piety, as wholly to lay 
— aſide all Recreation; he knew that ſome Divertiſe- 
ment was neceſſary to refreſh the Body, and unbend the 


nd; that a continual Application diſpirits the one, 
wy founders 
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Founders the other, and renders both unfit for Action? 


But then he took Care not to turn Diverſion into Buſi- 
neſs, nor to play away his Time (like Children) in Tri. 


fles. Age had taken off the Paſſion he had for the Sport 
of Hunting; his Body could not endure the Violence, 
and his Inclination carried him to more moderate Exer- 
ciſes; he was often upon the Bowling- green in Summer, 
and to entertain Converſation would take a Game at 
Cards; but then he play'd for Diverſion, not Gain; and 


would never venture more upon a Caſt, than he could 


| doſe without the Danger of Impatience ; for when Bets 
run high, Solicitude baulks Pleaſure, and the fear of 
loſing turiis Sport into Pain and Penance; it boils up 
the Paſſions into a Ferment, heats the Blood; and then 
an unlucky Hit flings a Man upon the Tenters. 
Whatever he won was a Bank for the Poor; a kind of 
Pecunia Sacra, always employed in Charity; ſo that he 
fell upon a Secret (more beneficial than the pretended 
Philoſopher's Stone, and more real) of turning Diverſion 
into Vertue, and of raiſing the moſt ordinary and loweſt 
Actions to the Dignity of the moſt Divine. Thus at once 


he refreſh'd his Body, and improv'd his Time; or (in 


the Apoſtle's Language) pray'd and play'd, recruited his 
Spirits, and ſupplied his Neighbour ; paſs'd his time in 


Mirth, and yet redeemed it. D 9 
However, he uſed even the moſt harmleſs Recreati - 


ons (as I ſaid) like Phyſick for Health, not like Meat 


for Suſtenance; for (ſaid he) they are not the. Buſineſs, 


either of a Gentleman, or of a Chriſtian and therefore 


whoſoever ſuffers them to uſurp his Time (allow'd for 
more noble Employments) plays the Child (tho' not the 
Innocent) while he thus trifles away his Life, and Bowls 
and Cards away thoſe precious Moments, that once he 
will recal with Tears, but never recover. He therefore 


retired ſo ſoon as Civility permitted, and entertained 


himſelf with Reading ; but he never would open a Book 
that ſtruck at Morality, or queſtioned Religion ; the one 
debanches Practice, the other Principle; and (he uſed 
to ſay) bad Books are the worſe for being well writ; 


they ſubdue almoſt without Reſiſtance, when they mil 


ole Corruption with Wit, and convey Poiſon into Plea- 
ſure ; but he ſpent whole Hours in the Lecture of thoſe 


that treat of Piety; that lighten the Underſtanding, and 


warm 
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warm the Will; that point out the way to Vertue, and 
with a Reſolution to purchaſe it. Such he look'd upon 
1s. ſure Guides, and profitable Entertainments; as ſup-- | 
ports in Solicitude, and Friends in all the different Oo- 
currences © Life and Action; they cenſure without Re- 
proach, and praiſe without Flattery; they neither fawn 
on Gentlemen, nor overlook Peaſants, but like Pictures 
made to ſight, look equally upon all; nor was he content 
with the bare Speculation; he knew the Vertue of a 
Chriſtian conſiſts not in the Knowledge of his Duty, but 
in the Exerciſe of it, and therefore he drew by the Life; 
he copied from thoſe Originals, and joined Practice to 
Theory, and thus he weaned himſelf from all thoſe. 
worldly things Men ſo eagerly purſue as Flies; he nei- 
ther hoped for any Temporal Advantage, nor feared any 
Adverſity ; his Deſires look d beyond Time, and nothing 
but the Pains of the Damned were able to awake his 
Fear; ſo that he embraced Croſſes and Favours with the 
fame Affections, and always ſaid, theſe led us indeed the 
eaſieſt way to Heaven, and. thoſe the more ſecure ; and 
thus he neither was fond of Life, nor dreaded Death, but 
equally diſpoſed to keep his Poſt, or to abandon it at the 
firſt command of his great Maſter. „ 
, And indeed, he had ſuch aa Empire over his Paſſions, 
ſuch a Submiſhon to all the Deſigns of Providence, that 
he ſeemed (if not above the Reach) at leaſt above the 
ſenſe of Adverſity, even when he lay under the Weight 
of a Misfortune. His Niece whom he loved with the 


0 Tenderneſs of a Father, fell ſick of a burning Fever: She 
G deſerved indeed his Affection; for ſhe was ſet off with all 
5 the Perfections of a Woman, and enrich'd with all the 


Vertues of a Chriſtian. One might truly ſay with the 
wiſe Man, ſhe lived a great while, tho' ſhe died at Seven- 
teen, and that ſhe was ripe for Heaven in the very Spring 
of her Age: She paſs'd through a long Courſe of Pains, 
with an invinſible Patience, and expected Death rather 


ne with the Courage of a Hero, than the Timorouſneſs of a 
ed Woman. | X Gs 


25 Every one thought this Accident would put Euſebiuss 
3h Philoſophy to the Stretch; that a Blow in ſo ſenſible a 
0 art, would ſtrike out ſome Symptoms of Weakneſs; 


ed, Put they miſtook the Man 3 he felt the Loſs, but ſunk not 
ind Under it: He let fall indeed a Tear at parting, but wiped 
let fall indeed 2 Tears 4 


— —ñ—1w -”- 


342 The Gentleman Inſtructed. 


it off ina Moment, and he told his Friends, who wonder 
at his Unconcernedneſs, to be ſorry ſhe is not with me 
when U believe ſhe is better from me, is a Mark I value 
my Satisfaction above hers, and mourn for the Living 
more than for the Dead; it's Infirmity, not true King. 
neſs, when we will not reſign our ſelves to the Happineſg 
of a Friend. I. „ 
Ü believe ſhe is in a State of Bliſs, Why then ſflould ! 
weep for her, whom I ſuppoſe in a Place we all wiſh to 
be ſettled in? If ſhe be not, my Affection will not eaſe 
her Torments, nor raiſe her from her Grave: So that 
my Grief will either be unſeaſonable or vain 5 it may 
render me miſerable, but will add not a Grain to her 
Felicity, nor abate one of her Pains. But, in fine, God 
who gave her Life, is pleaſed to recal the Gift, What 
xeaſon have I to complain of hard Uſage ? Rather I thank 
His Goodneſs for having lent me her ſo long, than blame 
him for taking her from me ſo ſoon ; his Favours are free 


Gifts, no Debts: It's our Duty to receive them wich 


Thankfulneſs, and to return them at the firſt Call with 


Submiſſion and Frankneſs. Theſe Diſpoſitions ſeem'd ſo 


noble, ſo generous, that they became the Gentleman, 
as well as the Chriſtian, and every Man confeſs'd his 
Character could not be rais'd too much, nor eſteem d e- 
nough : For Vertue, like the Sun, is more gazed on when 
_ Eclips'd, than when it glitters in Proſperity, and we may 
be ſure it's Sterling when it bears the Touchſtone of AF 
— d ST 
I cannot omit one Paſſage that happened in this young 
Lady's Sickneſs ; it ſhows the Skill and the Conſcience of 
Doctors are all of a Piece, and that they are oftner feed 
for killing than curing a Patient, or at leaſt for doing no 
Harm, than for doing Good, I thought Moliere laſhd 
the Gentleman of the College with too much Freedom; 
that he entertain'd Paris, and the Gurt, at the Expence 
of the Faculty, and drew their Pictures at random, with 
out any Regard to the Original; but the Jury of Phy: 
ſicians that fat upon this poor Lady's Life alter d my Opi- 
nion, and forc'd me to own, that the Comedian has thrown 
more Truth than Fiction in their Character, and rather 
falls ſhort than over-flouriſh'd it. 
And firſt, half an Hour ſlip'd by in Ceremony, and 


Complement ; then they gave an Account of re - 


2. © wo 


an vw ww. / / TITTY I co gt 


The Gentleman Inſtructed. $45 


Rendezvous, and expoſed the Diary of their Debauchees x 
tad not the Doctor in Ordinary put them in mind, they 
had forgot their Errand, and returned with their Fee, 
without leaving ſo much as a Recipe; but then they 
would not take the pains to ſtep into her Chamber, but 
referred themſelves to the Information of the Ordinary ; 
he regaled the juncto with a Diſſection of the Diſtemper, 
and pillaged Wills de Febribus to rig out his Harangue. 
Galen 1. Hippocrates were brought upon the Stage; nay, 
and Ariſtotle: To compleat the Farce, Greet and Latin 
were ſerved up in Plenty, and one Aphoriſm tumbled in 
upon the Back of another. A Maid told him the Lady 
grew worſe, and that ſhe was drawing towards her 
Agony: The Gentleman laugh'd at her Meſſage. Its im- 
poſſible (ſaid he) Hippocrates is plain, that Fevers come 
1 a Criſs the fourteenth or one and twentieth Day; now 
this ts only the Tenth : How then can your Miſtreſs be ſo 
near her End? SEE. a 
Hippocrates may ſay what he pleaſes (reptind the Maid) 
but F you diſpatch not ſoon, your Remedy will come 
too late. i 1 5 
Has ſhe taken the Doſe of Emetick (ſays the Doctor?) 
es, anſwer dthe Maid, but it had no Effect. 
Bon (cries the Conſult) a happy Prognoſtick. 
It caſt her into Convulſions (continued the Maid.) Bet. 
er yet (ſays the Conſult.) But alas, in ſpite of the Do- 
ors Better and Better, the Lady grows Worſe and Worſe. 
\ new Courier put a ſtop to Inquiry, and ſummoned the 
to to the Lady's Chamber: She lay in Extremity, a 
ubje&t of Compatſion and Admiration ; the Emetick put 
er upon the Rack; yet her Patience was ſtronger than 
he Pain. She ſeem'd almoſt to out-brave thoſe Primitive 
artyrs, who neither flinch'd in the Fire, nor cried Ob! 
t the Torment of Knives and Razors ; aud though her 
orce ſunk every Moment, her Reſignation to Provi- 
ence was invinſible. | | 3 
One Doctor was for Bleeding, another for Cauſticks, 
third for he knew not what, and a fourth for ſending 
er to the Waters; their Skill was non-pluſs'd, and they 
Ti already diſcharged their Latin, and poured out their 
jock of Aphoriſms; ſo that, in fine, they concluded 
mine contradicente, for a Bolus of Opium, that the might 
Part without Pain. | HEM 
RS Eu ſe bius 
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Euſebius bore all their impertinent Jargon; but when 
he heard this barbarous Reſolution, he was not Mafter 
of his Reſentment, What (faid he) Gentlemen, do you 
believe another State? That an Eternity depends upon 
this laſt Moment? If you do, with what Conſcience can 
you in this fatal Circumſtance, caſt Reaſon into a Le 


thargy, when a poor Creiture ſtands moſt in need of it? | 
You would for footh put her out of Pain, but your Pity is Ml 
barbarous, and your Compaſſion cruel ; for you deprive Ml : 
her of the very Power of asking God Forgiveneſs, and by 
Conſequence of Pardon. Indeed; the vertuous Tenure ! 
of her Life is in ſome Meaſure an Aſſurance her Death 
will not be miſerable ; for it's rare to ſee a Perſon whoM j 
has lived well, die ill: But, however, it's a great Step \ 
taken in the Dark; a Trip is fatal, and an Over ſigit } 
may pitch her on the Wrong ſide of the Shore, and then « 
there is no Return. No, no, Gentlemen, if you can do 1 
her Body no good, you ſhall do her Soul no harm. Fer ; 
Moments remain, let her diſpoſe of them to Advantage; f 
let her die in Pain, to revive in never-ending Pleaſures. a 
This ſhort Harangue propagated the junio, and put f 
an end to their Reſolves: However, they took care d n 
their Fee, but then left all Concern for the Lady behind 
them. The Ordinary ſtay' d not to cure, but to ſee het 2 
die. Indeed, this was extraordinary; but Doctors (ile 4 
Judges) pronounce the Sentence, but ſeldom are preſent i t 
at the Execution. „„ 1 
3 . Ke tl 
e . 
DIALOGUE VI. or 
Mherber it be expedient for Gentlemen to Travel; with {nl C. 


Directions to thoſe who go Abroad. 


N Eander's Father perſuaded him to Travel, before | 
ſettled in the World: He was ef the common Per 
ſuaſion, that home-bred Gentlemen are only rough ca 
that they muſt receive the laſt Strokes of Behaviour! 
France and Italy. But, Neander, who rated the Perfect 
tions of a Chriſtian, above all little Accompliſhments 
a Gentleman, and affected rather a Decency of Mannen 
than of Carriage, would not conſent to the Propoſal, " 
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en he had conſulted his Oracle, Euſebius, and he reſolved ra- 
er ther to follow his Judgment, than his on Inclination. 
du He therefore gave him a Viſit; the Father acquainted 
on! him of his Deſign, and asked his Advice. 8 
an My Son (ſaid he) 3 in Years fit for Improvement; 


e-. he has Quality and Eftate to ſupport it. And beſides, 
t2 Nature has furniſh'd him with a good Genius, and a ſharp 
is Wir, ſo that nothing is wanting to render him ſerviceable 
ve MI to his Country, and an Honour to his Family, but Expe- 
by W ricnce. Now this cannot be well acquired but by Travel- 
are ling. He has indeed all the Learning the Univerſity can 
th give him; but then to ſteer wholly by Books, without 
ho looking into Men and Buſineſs, is like learning a Trade, 
rep without ever coming to the Practiee : Who intends to be 
ol Maſter muſt draw by the Life, as well as copy from the 
nM Original, and join Speculation with Practice. My Re- 
do lations are divided upon the Matter; ſome perſuade 
WM me to ſend him Abroad, others to keep him at Home; 
gez ſome tell me Home-breeding will ungentleman him, 
ES, and others, that foreign Education will turn his Engliſh 
pul Blood into French or Italian; favour me with your Opt- 
al nion upon the Matter. V 
ind I am not (reply d Euſebius) ſo fond of Travelling, 
her as ſome of our Noblemen ; nor yet ſo averſe as others. 
lik A Man, no doubt, may reap great Improvement from 
(ent che Tour of France and Itah, and alſo make the Journey 
to Diſadvantage. He may rather glean up their Vices, 
than their Vertues, and return both a Clown, and a De. 
Sn bauchee. He may fall in love with their Wine, and their 
Women; and bring back nothing but a. Wife, a Miſtreſs, 
or a Diſeaſe, for a Memorandum of his Voyage. At leaſt, 
I know ſome who left their Innocence and Money in the 
Continent, and landed at Graves-end, with as light Heads, 
and lighter Pockets, than when they firſt ſet out at Do- 
wer. I confeſs this wandring Humour ſpreads wide, and 
grows Epidemical : Men fancy Foreign Air purifics the 
Brain, as well as the Lungs; that Breeding and Ex- 
perience ſprout up in the Streets of Paris and V/:nice ; 
and that a View of Verſailles or Marly, transforms Ruſti- 
city into Behaviour. But alas, Sir, the French Climate 
breeds Clowas, no leſs than our Engliſh; and I have ſeen 
there as ill ſhap'd Gentlemen, a at London. Our Car- 
age, indeed, has —_ the Lion, and theirs of 
a 'N ad 


poung Gentleman, as well as corrupt him. 


346 The Gentleman Inſtructed. 


the Ape; ours Awes, theirs Delights ; theirs is fooliſh, 


— 


and ours ſurly : 15 
You have drawn (ſays the Gentlemen) a diſadvanta- 
geous Map of the Continent, and if Debauchery be the 
only Fruit of Travels, I think we may buy that Com- 
modity nearer Home, at leſs Charge and Labour. Por 
Vice thrives to Admiration in our Soil ; and we have 
tranſplanted it theſe Ten Years into Flanders, Germany 
and Spin; and, what is ſtrange, cur Stock is not ſunk; | 
nay, it rather riſes every Day; and though often Men of 
other Trades flip aſide, we hear no Debauchees turn Bank- 
rupt of their Vices. But, under favour, though other 
Nations have their Defects, they are not quite bare of 
Perfections. They may ſet us Patterns for Imitation, as 
well as for Averſion; and by conſequence, improve a 
Every Coun- 
try produces Remedies as well as Poiſons, and he deſeryes 
to die who leaves thoſe for theſe. 
No doubt (reply'd Euſebius) there are fine Things be- 
yond Sea, and a young Man may waft over a handſome 
Cargo of Talian Improvements, with a Valize of French 
Behaviour. Bur, alas, Sir, they will lie upon his Hands, 
and ruſt in his Wardrobe for want of uſing. We hate the 
_ -Riff and gumm'd Deportment of the Talian, and to be 
yoak'd in Ceremony, or tied up to Steps in Converſation, 
And the French Shrug only ſits tolerably on a Beau, and 
intitles him to the Honour of a Fp. | oY 
But, Sir, (anſwer'd the Gentleman) Breeding conſiſ 
not merely in a genteel Carriage, and Deceney of Ge- 
ſture ; it reaches to the Improvement of the Underſtand- 
ing. I look upon a Man, whoſe only Ornaments hang 
upon the Surface, like thoſe Palaces that are ſtately witl- 
out, and unfurniſh'd within. Now travelling manure 
the Underſtanding ; it affords Knowledge and Diſcover) 


it enlarges the Faculty, and gives a more extenſive Inſight Wan; 
into Things and Men: Whereas a home-bred Gentleman BM you 

is confin'd to narrow Limits; he wants materials for Ob" Wput 
ſervation, and cannot work out a Subject for a gente the 
Diſcourſe. $ gs. 79 5 ny. 
Beſides, Sir, he learns the great Myſtery of Foreign I effe 
Governments; their Fort, and their Fible; the Intereſts bin 
of Princes, and their Deſigns: And thus at the ſame time I Ma 
net 


he ſeaſons Pleaſure with Profit; he ſtages. (if I may 1 
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o) into Politicks, and rides Poſt into Buſineſs : He re- 


turns equip'd for Employment, and rigg d out for an Em- 


baſſy at leaſt, to the Cantons or Hans-towns. ä 

Oh, Sir, (ſaid Exſebias) you ſend, I perceive, your 
Son abroad to catch Politicks. You ſhould remember, 
we fluſh at Home that Game in every Tipling-Houſe: 
It over-runs both Town and Country, and is ſunk from 
an Imbelliſhmenr into a Nuſance. Our Coblers and 
Tinkers take into their Conſideration the ardua regni ne- 


oitia, as well as our Parliament; and leave Holes in 


dir, our Soil produces more Politicks than all Furope be- 
ſides ; ſo that to tranſport Foreign, is to ſend Owls to A. 
thens. We are, in a Word, peſter'd with thoſe of our 
own Growth, and I believe a Prohibition to thip over ex- 
tern Politicks into England, might prove no leſs beneficial 


to the Nation, than that of bringing over French Wines, 


or planting Tobacco. {665 40 
Bur, Sir, ay | ans our Gentleman arriv'd at Paris or 
Venice, what Company muſt he ply for thoſe mighty 


Advantages you ſpeak of ? In one place, without doubr, 


the topping Miniſter of. State ; in the other, the Counſel 
di Dieci. Certainly. in ſuch Schools he may in a ſhort 
time run thro a Courſe of Politicks, and commence Doc- 


tor of State-Tricks: But do you think thoſe Achitophels 


will unveil the ſecret Myſteries of their Maſters to Stran- 
gers, and throw before them the Arcana of the Cabinet ? 
No, no, Sir, he muſt be content with Town-Intelligence, 
or the Table-Reports of Treating-Houſes; and then you 
may gueſs with what a Proviſion of Politicks, with what 
a Lading of Science he is like to freight the Packet-Boat 
at his return. I counſel you rather to furniſh your Son 
with Gazettes, Mercuries, and Clefs des Cabinets. Here he 
may catch Language and Knowledge at the ſame Draught, 
and poliſh his Tongue and his Brain together. I aſſure 
you, Sir, I knew a Gentleman, who bid fair for the Re- 
pute of a great Man, and an able Miniſter: He topp'd 


the Gravity of Don Frederick de Toledo; his Air was as 


myſterious as his Diſcourſe ; like the Pagan Oracles, he 
affected Riddle and Hxnyendo's. One would have taken 
him for the Grand-Vizier-General F Europe, the common 
anager of Treaties; and ſole Depoſitory of all the Cabi- 
net Reſolutions, Vet he ond all his Intelligence to Hol. 
e 23 - - lan} 
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land News-Books; and when the Wind blew from ons 
Shore in the Brill Packet-boat's Teeth, he was at loſs 


for a Diſcourſe. One would have ſwore|a North-weg * 
Gale had work'd upon his Brain, and blown his Wit and lie 
his Memory into Norway or Denmark. Wt PT ba 
But, Sir, do you fancy a Gentleman at his Arrival at | 
Paris ſends Hue and Cry after a Maſter of Politicks ? No, ge. 
no, this is point-blank againſt Cuſtom and Precedent, tic 
His Buſineſs is to oblige Senſe, not to cultivate the Un- 5 
derſtanding; he firſt regales his Eye with a View of Ver. fl ch 
ſaillet and Marly, and then his Appetite with all the De- the 
licacies of the Town. Tho' he brought from Home the S 
bare Title of Squire, the Pariſians will preſent him a Pa. * 
tent of Peerage, and the Noiſe of a Feune my Lord, wil I p- 
Hollow into his Attendance all the Breteurs and Sharpers Fe 
of the Town. And when once he is fallen into ſuch ft 
| Hands, he will ſcarce get out of them till he has deliverd il 0 
his Purſe, and pawnd his Conſcience. Believe me, Sir, il , 
a young Man that has Pleaſures in View, will be ſhrew- th: 
ly tempted to taſte whether they be as agreeable to the M. 
Palate, as to the Sight, and charm. the Senſe, as much a tir 
the Imagination; and its odds he will never ſtand firm | 
againſt the Temptation: For Fleſh and Blood, accon-W tur 
pany d by Youth, have a ſtrong Tendency to Evil; they qu 
plead hard for Liberty, and as eagerly againſt Conſtraint. Wl an, 
And whena Youth lies at the-Mercy of ſuch Tutors, what KR 
can be expected but Debauchery ? He will, in a word, ff, " 
break through the Practice, and then through the very W 
Principles of Morality. Beſides, he is out of a Parents ful 
fight, he is not awd by his Preſence, nor within the nd 
Reach of his Correction: So that he ranges without Ne. |... 
ſtraint, and plays the 1 without Controul. tk 
Under favour (ſaid the Gentleman) you ſuppoſe nl 10 
little read in the Extravagancies of Youth, when yo! Gn, 
fancy I will lay the Reins on my Son's Neck, and aban. Pu 
don his to his own Conduct. Tho (God be thank) ine 
his Behaviour be regular and untainted, his Innocence ane 
may be ſurprized. Youth has a natural Tendency % cor 
' Lewdneſs ; it wants Experience to wave Temptation bef 
and Reſolution to en ounter it. In fine, Paſſion and Care ur 
leſneſs throws it off its Guard, and lays it open to dur or 
rize. Now to obviare this Inconvenience, I have po | 
vided him a ſober Governuur, who knows Thin, 4 en 

1 8 1 | | | 


The Gentleman Inſirufled. Who" 


Men; who has ſeen the World, and makes no inconſide- 
rable Figure: He is a Man of Parts, talks well, and 1 
hope lives better. Such a Perſon is able to ſtop the Sal- 
lies of Youth, to awe it into the Bounds of Decency by 
his Authority, and to inſtruct it by his Prudence. 
This Caution (anſwer'd Euſebius) is laudible and pru- 
dent; but I aſſure you, Sir, it ſeldom anſwers Expecta- 
tion : I have known Governours who wanted Govern- 
ours themſelves, and were ten times more fit to receive 
than to give Inſtruction. Their Religion was. as loſe as 
their Manners; they believed any thing for Intereſt, and 
practiſed any thing for Pleaſure. Now when the Go- 
vernour is diſſolute, who can expect Regularity from the 
pupil? But ſuppoſe him clear of theſe Imputations, it's 
ill a queſtion whether the young Man either reſpects or 
eſteems him: If not, it's odds his Inſtructions will make 
no Impreſſion. They may beat the Ear, but will never 
touch the Heart. He may as well chaſtiſe the Wind as 
that Spark into Sobriety, who diſeſteems his Perſon. The- 
Man reinforces the Counſel, and perſuades more often- 
times than his Reaſon. | {fearing 
But farther, a young Ma 


n paſt Twenty is a reſty Crea- 
ture; his Paſſions are at their full growth, and conſe- 
quently ungovernable. They contend hard for Liberty, 
andit's ten to one Pleaſure will get the better of Precept : 
For in that Age Senſe affects more than Duty; and the 
agreeable enchants more powerfully than the lawful. 
When the Law declares him Major, he will not eaſily 
ſubmit to the Slavery of Minority, (i. e.) he will not be 
nd by Governours, nor led by Pedants, like Children, by 
their Hanging-fleeves. He ſuppoſes he can walk by 
himſelf, and ſtand upon his own Legs; and thus becomes 


„ ſo unruly that he will neither lead nor drive. What a 
4 fine Menage did I ſee at Paris between a Tutor and his 


100 Papil? They liv'd in a ſtate of War; the one camp'd in 
| the Fauburg St. Germain, the other in the Rue de Temple; 
and had not the Seine run between, they might have 
come to Action; at laſt they agreed upon a Treaty: But 
before it was brought to a Concluſion, as many Couriers 


dun between them as from Gertrudenburgb to the Hogue 

or Ver ſaille. | amor e ct 
Lam ſenſible (ſaid the Gentleman) theſe Inconveni- 

len; ences happen; and when a Pupil undervalues the Perſon 


Nn 3 of 


536 The Gentleman Inflrufed. 


of his Governour, he ſeldom approves his Counſel: Por 
it goes againſt the Grain to conform to the Advice of 
thoſe we contemn. Beſides, we preſume Reaſons cannot 
riſe above the level of thoſe that propoſe them: So that 
when we entertain a low Opinion of a Perſon, we difable 
his Friendſhip, and put him under an Impoſſibility of 
doing us any good. For this Reaſon T have pitch d upon 
a French Miniſter ; his Parts will call for Eſteem, and his 
Character for Reſpe&. 615 PISTON ONT 
Upon a French Miniſter (reply'd Euſebius) what do 
you mean? Are our own Countrymen ſo deſtitute of Pry. 
dence, good Nature and Probity, that you could not fall 
upon one compleatly furniſh'd for the Employment? Good 
God! My Lady's Woman muſt be French, as well as my 
Lord's Valet de Chambre; we cannot eat, unleſs French 
Cooks ſerve as up Ragouts, nor dreſs but 4 la mode de 
France. We hate the Nation, yet cannot live without the 
Natives. They ſcrew themſelves into the chief Fami- 
lies, and engroſs both Places of Truſt and Profit, fo that 
their Puniſhment has prov'd a Favour. For they enjoy 
abroad more Plenty, than they durſt have expected at 
Home. Who can reconcile this Conduct to our Cla- 
mours? Who will not think we rail in Jeſt, when we 
thus careſs in Earneſt ? And that our Hearts are French, 
as welt as ous Cloaths'2 © 8 
Me complain the Chureh of England is. over-run with 
Fanaticiſm, that the Presbyterians over-top it in Num- 
ber and Quality : What Wonder ? When French Mini- 
ſters train up the Nobility ? Their Religion is Puritan, 
thrice refined; their Zeal has more Heat than Light, and 
more Peeviſhneſs than Charity. How often have they 
in France, made room for their Religion with the Sword, 
and bought Liberty of Conſcience by Slaughter and De- 
vaſtations? They are Republicans in Prineiples and Pri 
_ and ſeldom obey when it's in their Power to com · 
ae e Wye Mend: eee 
Now is it likely theſe Gentlemen will train up their 
Pupils in the: Obedience to the Church? No, no; 1 
would as ſoon ſend. a Youth to learn Chriſtianity of the 


Myfay, as the Doctrine of the Church of England of 


theſe Monſfieurs. They hate the very Conſtitution of its 


Government, and long ſince pronounced its Ceremonies 


fooliſh and impious, Let us then ceaſe to W i 
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Nobility ſtrikes off from the Church to Conventicles: 
French Miniſters have brought Apoſtacy into Faſhion, 
and raiſed the Spirit of Faction in England, as well as in 
France 3 and I fear the Infection will dilate, fo long as 
they wind themſelves into Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, and 
govern the Children of the Nobility. | | 

But waving a French Miniſter's Religion, I am not 


throughly perſuaded of his other Abilities. I fear he 
will rather conſult his own Intereſt, than his Pupil's Ime - 


provement, andhusband the Occaſion to his own Advan- 
tage. For thoſe Gentlemen ſettle not among us to ſpend, 
but to gain; to ſupply preſent Neceſſities, and to lay in 
Proviſions againſt Age and Accidents. Nowa Man 
that has Preferment in View, and a Fortune in his Head, 
will probably take the ſhorteſt way to his Journey's end. 
A generous Freedom (he knows) as the World goes, is 
no thriving Quality; wholeſome Advice, if unpalatable, 
revolts the Stomach; and alienates the Affection, that 
thoſe, who countenance Vice, are better paid, than thoſe 
that preach up Vertue. This is a ſtrong Temptation to 


the Governour to flacken the Reins, to endear the young 


Gentlemen to him by all the little tricks of Condeſcen- 

dence and Flattery; and then the Pupil commands, and 

the Governour ſays Amen to all his Extravagancies. 
It's true, he betrays his Truſt; but alas, Sir, Traitors 


| are no Phænixes in our Age. However, he is true to his 
Intereſt; and I find few ſolicitous of others Concerns, if 
their own Work goes on kindly. He may indeed fear a 


Reprimand from the Father; but then he hopes a For- 
tune from the Son; and (believe me) good Coin affects 
more than hard. Words. You know, Sir, Men are more 
prone to adore the riſing than the ſetting Sun, and to 
fawn on thoſe who enter upon an-Eftate, than thoſe who 
You are then I perceive (ſaid the Gentleman): no ad- 
mirer of Travelling; You are for breathing our Native 
Air, and growing: Gray under our own Elevation. 
Tay not ſo neither (anſwered Eyſebius) Iam not abſo- 
lately for it, nor univerſally againſt it. Travels may 
improve ſome, and ruin others. They may fit ſome for 
the higheſt Employments, and render others unworthy of 
the loweſt. I' think it convenient for the prime Nobility 
to take a walk into the neighbouring Kingdoms; for 
| 1 | N n 4 2 | ſuch 
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ſach are mark d out for publick Buſineſs ; they are, as it 
were, by Birch fix'd in Court, and may pretend to 3 
place at the Council-Table, and to ſit at the upper End 
of the Government. Now People in ſuch Circumſtances 
ſhould lay in a competent Stock of French and Dutch, that 
they may treat in Perſon, not by Proxy and Interpreters, 
For Buſineſs goes on ſlowly, when carried on by Deputy, 
and Miniſters ſeldom agree, when one underſtands noe 
the other. It's proper for them to make ſome Acquain- 
rance with Penſionary Heinſius, and Monſieur de Torcy, be- 
fore they go over with a Character and Credentials. For 
the Quality of a Friend may haſten the Diſpatches cf 
the Miniſter ; and the Capacity of the ane, forward the 
Work of the other. OR ei 
But then, I think, Gentlemen of a lower Rank ſhould 
not always be upon the Ramble; eſpecially thoſe wha 
raiſe not their Pretenſions to Court-Offices, but confine 
their Ambition to the Dignity of a Country-Juſtice, or 
took no higher than the Place of a Deputy-Lieutenant: 
In fine, thoſe who are cut out for the Country, and de- 
ſion to ſpend their Time and their Money among their 
Neighbours. ala ir 3 
* Firſt, Becauſe foreign Breeding is not 4. la- mode out of 
Town. Ir's too fine complexioned for a Village, and az 
uſeleſs as a Coach and Six in the Mountains of Glawr- 
ganſbire. He will ſcarce meet an Occaſion once in 2 
Se manth, to practice French or Talian; and a Coun- 
try-Dance well perform'd will receive more Applauſe than 
a French Minuit, Saraband, or Riccadone. Beſides, our 
Country Air will tarniſh the Luſtre of Outlandiſh Beha- 
viour: Time and Converſation will waſh off the Varniſh, 
and then Ariftotle's Aphoriſm, Corruptio optimi fit peſſima, 
will have place; the beſt Manners degenerate into the 
worſt, and the fineſt Gentleman makes the moſt compleat 
Clown. For what can be more antick, than Ruſticity 
cut an Breeding ? Methinks it reſembles Canyaſs laid o 
Satin, or Embroidery on Linſy-woolſy. „ LEA. 
 ' Secondly, A Gentleman train d up in the ſenſual Free- 
doms of Venice, and the gaudy Pageantry of. Paris, will 
return with a Surfejt of a Country Life. He will regard 
his Home as a Baniſhment, and his own Houſe as 4 
Dungeon. An Falian Symphony ſtrikes the Organ more 
ſmoothly than chat of a Pack of Hounds, Comedies 
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Opens, and publick Entrado's of Princes and Embaſſa- 


dors draw more pleaſing Proſpectives in the Eye, than 


thoſe of Dunghills or Cabanes. Gay Company affects 
more than Solitude; and Balls ſet off with all the glit- 
tering Gawdery of Silk and Silver, are far more, tranſports 
ing than Country- Małes. | | ö I 
Now a Gentleman that returns overgrown with theſe 
Notions, byaſs'd with theſe Inclinations, will he reliſh 
the Campaign, and pen up his Perſon and Happineſs in 
a Village ? No, no, he will take up in Town, and only 
vifit his Mancir to refreſh his Lungs, or his Purſe. 
Since the middle of the laſt Age, our Way of living is no 
more Engliſh; like our Language, it's piec d up of French 
and Italian; and to compleat the Oleo, we have thrown 
into the Compoſition the Vices of Holland and Germany. 
The Nobility withdraws from the Country into Town: 
That noble Hoſpitality proper to our Nation is.out of uſe, 
and almoſt out of Memory, and thoſe Largeſſes that en- 
tertain d the Poor run in another Channel: Game ſweeps 
away one Part, gawdy Equipages, or Miſſes the other. 
In the mean time the Provinces are drain'd of Men and 
Money. Some run to Town to ſpend Eſtates, and others 
to gain them, The ancient Seats of the Nobility are let 
out to 7acl- Dams and Screech;Owls, or tumble under the 
Weight of Time, and Cattle graze upon their Ruins; 
Jam ſeges eſt ubi Troja fit. e 
We may date this Change from the time Travelling be- 
came genteel, and Wandering 4. la- mode. Foreign Com- 
merce has brought in Foreign Cuſtoms; and as conquer d 
Greece and Aſia overcame the Roman Vertue and Sobriety, 
ſo Fance and Italy have debauch'd ours. | 5 
However, I acknowledge a young Man may improve 
by Travelling, if Caution be uſed : For beyond Sea therg 
are great Vertues, as well as great Vices, and Examples 
that deſerve Imitation as wal as Averſion, You may 
poliſh the Body and the Mind, better the Gentleman, and 
perfect the Chriſtian 5 
In the firſt place, pitch upon a vertuous and prudent 
Governour. Youth is blind, and if it follows a blind 
Guide, their Journey will end in a Precipice, Ambo in 
Joveams cadent. A Man that overlooks his own Duty to 
Coch will not put a Pupil in mind of his, Our Inftruce 
: Cr ay tions 


> 
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ctions and Practice are generally of a piece; and if this 
be tainted, thoſe are ſeldom ſound, _ N 


Let him be prudent, neither too indulgent on the one 


hand, nor too ſevere on the other. It's no leſs dangerous 
to keep too heavy a Hand over a Gentleman, than too 
light; and to baulk all his Deſires, than none. A Gover. 
nour may loſe his Authority by too much Stiffneſs, as well 
as by too much Condeſcendence. And if he commands 
with Haughtineſs, he will certainly be diſobey'd. To 
refuſe a young Man a juſt Liberty is a Temptation fo take 
it, and if once the Ice is broken, he will ſhake off De. 
pendance, and diſcard Reſpect. 18 e 


I I would not have a 758 Fault paſs without a ſuitable 
Correction, nor a ſmall one puniſh'd beyond Proportion: 
For if the Reprimands are equal, the young Man will 
fancy the Faults are alſo, and then he will conclude its 
better to be teaz d for ſomething, than to be rated for no- 
thing. When we draw near one and twenty, Severity is 
out of Seaſon; we may be led indeed into our Duty by 
Kindneſs, but hardly hector'd into it by Roughneſs. A 
Governour may maintain his Character, if he pretends 
only to adviſe, but will certainly forfeit it, if he pre- 
fumes to command with Empire and Superciliouſneſs : 
And therefore I would rather have him wait upon his 
Pupil as a Companion, than as a Spy and a Cenſor ; and 
ply him more with Counſel than Authority. We often 
| Ned ga; det the one, and always with repugnance to 
the other. bad Fav eee 


Let him not ſtay too Wi in a great City; when he 
has view d what is worth Obſervation, let him purſue lis 
Journey. A long Stay breeds Acquaintance, and Acquain- 
tance expoſes to Debauchery. A Man that knows no 
Body, will have no Temptation to tempt another to il, 
and is out of the Danger of being tempted; for who wil 
ſet upon an Incognito ? Familiarity goes before Criminal 
Aſſignations; and Privacy planes the way for Extrava- 
mance, ee ee 


The e is not, perchance, 4 City in the World better 


fack'd* with Men of Parts and polite Behaviour tha 
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paris; and none more eaſy and ſociable to Strangers. A 
young Man may improve by ſuch Converſation : He may 
enlarge his Underſtanding, and open to himſelf a more 
extenſive Proſpect than by Study and Application: And 
thus he will enter into a handfome Proviſion of Senſe, 
not only without Trouble, but even with Delight: He 
will raiſe a Fortune in Knowledge, without the Drudge- 
ry of Study, and tranſplant another's Science into his 


But then if he may better himſelf by the Company of 
Men, he will certainly expoſe himſelf to a thoufand 
Dangers. If he frequents the Converſation of Women, 
their Language charms, their Expreſſions infinuate, and 
their Air is impoſing ; they _ Gallantry with Wir, 
and both with Freedom ; fo that at the fame time they 
attack the Underſtanding and Will, and Conquer both I 
almoſt without Reſiſtance. How many have I known | 
of our Nation faſcinated by theſe Syrens, enchanted by | 
theſe Circes. They ſtole away their Hearts and their 
Heads; emptied their Brain and their Purſe, and com- 
8 equipd em fora Mad-houſe or an Hoſpital. The } 

aſſion was too Troup for Precept, and the Oratory of | 
the Lady's baffled the Counſel of Governours. For Love | 
is without Ears, as well as withour Eyes, and, what is 
worſe, without Underſtanding. It's true, we ſend our | | 
Children abroad to learn French Courtſhip as well as 
Modes; but this.Errand is as Unchriſtian as Unneceſſary. | 
We carry the Principles of this Science within us, and | 
Nature alone will teach it at home without the Aſſiſtance | 
of Outlandifh' Preceptors. Too great a Proficiency in i 
the Art is rather to be fear d than Ignorance ; and it's 
ten to one, that in ſpight of Caution, young Men will im- 
prove it ſome Years or ſoon, than a Moment too late. 
And this is the Reaſon ſome leave their Hearts and their 
Conſcience in France and Italy; and others rethrn with a 
poor Wife, and ſome with an impudent Curtizan. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


I would not Have a Geistleun huare his Obſervati 
on by Dr. Ly er Memoirs of Paris; they are below res 
mark, and f better on an Ignoramus, than on a Fellow of 
10 the Neha! Society, or a Gentleman, Let him not therefore 
ewige away his time in examining whether — 


1 
. 
} 


Company the Corruption that 
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taſts ſweeter in 5 or ard or the Roman Lettuces 
better than our Sileſian, or the Fiacres more conveniently 
hung than my Lord Embaſſador's Coach; let him not 
trot about to view rare Collections of Cockle-ſhells,. or 
Skeletons, or Todpoles and Spiders: For after all, theſe 
Diſcoveries are not worth the Candle ; nay, within an 
Ace as ridiculous as Caligula's Journey to the Sea · ſhore to 


load his Army with this childiſh Trumpery. Lſſel's 


Voyage will be far more uſeful than Lyſfer's; it will fur- 
niſn Matter for Inquiry and Obſervation, and both de- 
light and inſtruct in your Journey. Here is a ſhort 


draught of the Advantages and Diſadvantages of Tra- 

velling. I have given you my Judgment of the Matter, 

and leave to your Prudence the Determination 
Lam infinitely oblig d (ſaid the Gentleman) for your 


'Advice and Freedom ; and am perſuaded young Men 
muſt not be ſent Abroad without Care and Caution. I 


will take the moſt juſt Meaſures Prudence can ſuggeſt, to 
keep my Son within the Bounds of Duty. I am wholly 
of your Opinion, that Vertue is the moſt accompliſhing 
Ornament of a Gentleman, that this alone renders him 
amiable in this World, and happy in the next. 
DIALO GU E VI. 
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Recs O the Souls Immurtalty. 
Zulig, was ie in Cbriſimas by a Gentleman to 
an Entertainment. He found a great deal of Com- 


pany, who were reſolv d to be merry; there were ſome 


ſober Gentlemen among them; but then others were of 
the Town-cnt, Tuung Goddanme's, that ſpoke ill, and li- 
ved worſe. They had placed their Requiem in this World, 
and turn d off all Thoughts of the other; and when Claret 
had warmed the Head, Impiety broke out at the Tongue; 
their Heart fat upon their Lips, and diſcover'd to the 

jurk d within, and one 
might read the Secrets of their Souls in their Words. 
Some were for the High- Church, others for the Low, and 
moſt for no Church. Their Faith was Faction and Inte- 


reſt, and Paſſion the ſole Motives of Credibility. _ 
— 52 Agave 
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A grave Gentleman thought it his Duty to rebuke the 
Inſolence of the daring S«/moneans : Gentlemen, (ſaid 
he) this Diſcourf&neither ſuits with your Company, nor 
your Profeſſion : It makes the very Soul of a Chriftian 
ſhrink back, and leaves Nature in a kind of Chill. If 
you take the Liberty to blaſpheme God, and play upon 
Religion, I muſt take the Freedom to defend both ; to 


defire you to leave the Subject, or the Room. For tobe 
ſhort, theſe Sallies breed Diſguſt, they are Penance and 


Mortification to the Company. God will call you to Ac- 


count one Day ; and if he winks at your Impieties in 
this World, he will punith them in the other. 
One of the Blades (whom I call Athymius) receive 
the Correction with a Smile. If God (fays he) vouch- 
ſafes to let me run my Courſe ſmoothly in this World, 
Iwill venture his Anger in the next. For to be plain, 1 
am of Mr. Dryden's Opinion; Our Minds are perpetually 
wrought on by the Temperament of our Bodies, which makes 
me ſuſpect they are nearer allied, than either our Philofcphers 


or School-Divines will allow them to be. 


That is, (replied the Gentleman) our Soul is indiftin& 


from the Body :. Or in plain Engliſh, nothing but a Heap 
of organized Matter; this is a fine Scheme : The Sy- 
fiem a. la-· mode, raked out of the Aſhes of Hobbs and Pom- 
ponatius, and fquared for the Latitude of Libertiniſm ; 
that o/ Mortem nulla Voluptas, removes, rubs, and planes 
the Way for Liberty; for when the Proſpect of another 
Life is ſhut up, Men may ſport without Reſtraint, and 
play without Remorſe ; but this is to pretend to Wit, to 
Con the Poets, 7 Ly W145 
Sir (ſaid Athymins) leſs of Exclamation, if you pleafe, 
and more of Reaſon : Heat muſt not decide the Queſtion, 
but Argument. I am not for implicit Faith, nor over- 
reſigning to Authority; my Way is to examine before 1 
aſſent, and to preſerve Reaſon in its juſt Liberties : Abſo- 
lute Submiſſion keeps us in a kind of Minority; it palls 
the Underſtanding, and expoſes us to Impoſture ; al- 
ways to walk on 2 is the Way to loſe the Uſe of 
our Limbs, and to ſteer by another's Reaſon, to forfeit 
the Benefit of our own. | The wa Pag. 
Reaſon (anſwer'd Euſebiut) is an excellent thing; 
but thoſe who bear the Charter'by which they-enjoy it, 
leem not over-fond of the Poſſeſſion ; if your Soul be 


material, 
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material, what becomes of this topping Prerogatiye ? 
Man muſt draw in his Figure, and herd with Beaſts: At 


moſt there will be no more difference between them than 
between a Fx and a Beetle, or Scoth-Cloth and Fine Hl. 
land; the Materials are the ſame, the Diſtinction lies in 
the Fineneſs of the Contexture. 1 „ 
1 confeſs Ceply d Athymins) I ſhould eſteem my ſelf 
happy were I unprovided of Reaſons that demonſtrate 
my ſelf leſs than popular Errors make me; for after all. 
to turn Advocate againſt one's ſelf, to plead againſt our 

reateſt Prerogative, and to diſpute one's ſelf out of x 
Pollibility of being happy in the next World, is the great. 
eſt Misfortune that can befal a Man in this, but Truth 
muſt have place. I love to know my juſt Dimenſions, 
and as I ſcorn to reſign the leaſt Perfection that belongs 


to my Nature, ſo Iwill never uſurp thoſe that are foreign: 


Pl not grow great by Flattery, nor claim a Dignity ſup- 
ported by Ignorance and Viſion. If you can prove by 
dint of Reaſon my Soul is immortal, IIl ſubmit to De- 
monſtration ; and you ſhall ſee by my Conduct, I expect 
| Heaven as the Recompence of Vertue, and fear Hell as 
the Puniſhmoars of Vive 2.0 of nn it 
Under Favour (ſaid Euſebias) methinks your Opinion 
calls louder for Demonſtration than mine; for if it prove 
falſe, you forfeit Heaven for the Miſtake, and muſt groan 
under all the Thorns of rhe Damned into the Bargain; 
| whereas I ſhall go off with the Satisfaction of living like 
a Man, tho I die like a Beaſt. And tho I am not happy 
in the next World, I ſhall be out of the reach of Miſery. 
In fine, I bid fair for Heaven, tho' I fall ſhort of my Pre- 
tenſions. But however, ſeeing you put me upon the 
Proof, I'll condeſcend to your Deſire; yet though you 
promiſe to ſubmit to Evidence, I cannot be fatisfied of 
the Performance. N 8 
I ſuppoſe, Sir, you will take the Word of a Gentleman 
(reply'd Athymins.) )))) 1 e 
The Word of a Gentleman (anſwer'd Fuſebius) made of 
Soul and Body, goes as far with me as a Bond, but your Mat 
fer and Motion Gentlemen's Credit, ſinks low in my E- 
ſteem; for look ye, Sir, any little Accident from without 
may ruffle your preſent Situation, and jumble you into 4 
new Set of Reſolutions; it may fluſh a new Train 
e Ihoughtts, 
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Thoughts, and then adieu to the old : For Matter and 
Motions are bizarre Things, humourſome and capricious 
to Exceſs ; they are arbitrary and uncontrouPd ; you'muſt 
will and nill as they pleaſe ; every new Impulſe flings a 
new Figure, and wears off the old; ſo that you are guid- 
ed by Fate, and drove on by Chance in your Syſtem, and 
conſequently muſt be an Infidel, or a true Believer, an 
honeſt Man, or a Knave, in ſpite of your Teeth. Now 
I can no more truſt fuch a Man than a Puppet: I will not 
venture a Croſs upon his Honour, nor hazard a ſingle 
dir · pence upon his Reputation; for who is not Maſter of 
himſelf, can be no Slave to his Word. arent 
But for all that (faid Athymius) my Word will go a 
reat Way, and my Neighbours look upon it as good a 
8 as a Mortgage. 9 
believe you (anfwerd Exſebius) but this is an In- 
ſtance that thoſe Neighbours are perſuaded your Soul is 
ſomething more than Matter, when they take your Word, 
nay, and your ſelf too when you give it; for who but 
Fools will truſt a Man that is moved by Chance, that is 
puſh'd on by Fate, and drawn by Neceſſity. Thus you 
ſee, Sir, you diſavow your Tenet, when you act like a 
Man, which makes me ſuſpect you only abet it, when 
your intend to play the Beaſt, and that your Diſeaſe lies 
more in the Heart than the Head. | | 12 
If you pleaſe (faid Athymius) cut ſhort, and come to 
the Point; Preambles take up Time and riq no Ground; 
but pray let us not ſteer within Sight of Metaphyſicks, 
nor fall to cappin of Syllogiſms. I am for plain Rea- 
ſon without Fard or Fucus, and it works more kindly in 
work Engliſh, than in the barbarous Ergotiſm of the 
hoolss.:. 5 
I am for you (reply'd Euſebius) and you ſhall hear 
thoſe Arguments that are more eaſily underſtood than 
confuted. Tell me then, is it better to be a Beaſt or 
a Man? Wo, 1 12805 ee 
I perceive (anſwer'd Athymius) you are fallen into a 
Fit of Bantering ; the Queſtion is ſcandalous, and the ve- 
ry Compariſon is degrading to humane Nature ; he who 
gy a Beaſt to Man, deſerves to be thrown among 
em. 5 . | 
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DIALOGUE VII. 


If the Soul be Mortal, it's better to be a Beal thas 


Eaſel. T OUR Anſwer is moſt true, but then yout 
GELS Tenet is no leſs falſe; give Attention to the 
Proof; nothing falls under Choice but Good, and with. 
out doubt a greater Good is preferable to a leſs : Now 
Good and Happineſs are ſynonimous, therefore a greater 
Happineſs is preferable to a leſs. Our preſent Diſpute 
falls therefore within this Compaſs ; whether a Beaſt, 
in your Scheme of the Soul's Mortality be more happy 
than a Man: I contend it is, and prove it thus. 
It's evident the Bodies of Beaſts are more robuſt than 
| thoſe of Men, they are neither ſo ſenſible of Heat nor 
Cold ; their Conſtitutions vary not with the Seaſons, nor 
change with the Barometer. Hence may Diſeaſes ſpare 
them that aſſail us; they apprehend not their Pains before 
they come, nor remember them when paſt ; they only 
groan under the preſent, and ſo their Dolors are momen- 
tan; Rs ad rate. DE. 
Beſides, their Pleaſures are more affecting than ours, 
and their Enjoyments more pure; they are purchaſed 
without Care, and loſt without Trouble; they are nei- 
ther followed with Remorſe, nor waited on by Repen- 
tance ; they are not clapt on the Rack by Jealouſy, nor 
haunted by the Fury of Ambition; they are too content 
to hope, and not miſerable enough to fear; they know 
no more what it is to be greater, than to be leſs, and 
therefore take no Meaſures to conſerve Fortune, or to 
better it. e N 5 
But poor Man lies open to the Aſſaults of a thouſand 
Calamities that overlook Beaſts; his Body is an Hoſpita 
General of all Diſeaſes, and he entertains them at the Er 
ence of his Eaſe, and (in the end) of his Life 100: 
But the Diſeaſes of his Mind are more numerous 41 


I * 


more tormenting ; Hope drives one way, Deſpair àno- 

ther; Solicitude diſcompoſes the Head, Jealouſy the 
Heart; Envy qualms on his Bowels, Prodigality on his 
Parſe ; he keeps no Mein either in Proſperity or Adver 
fity ; that draws his Reaſon, this overſets his Fatien,, 
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he is inſolent in one State, ab ject in the other; and that 
his Misfortunes may be without Remedy, as well as with- 
out Bounds, he calls back paſt Miſcarriages to torment 
himſelf again, and conjures up the Ghoſts of his departed 
Pleaſures, to transform them into Furies; and when he 


can diſcover in the future no real Objects of Diſguſts, 


his Imagination creates them. He fprings Chymera's; and = 
trembles at Monſters that have no Being but in Fancy; 
yet though they are fictitious, his Fears are real, and by 
conſequence his Miſery. %% « aries 3 + 
Indeed he is not without Pleaſures, becauſe not with- 
out Senſe ; but then they are ſeaſoned with ſo many bit- 
ter Ingredients, that they rather diſguſt than delight. 
What ſhall I ſay of thoſe'brutith Tranſports of Lewdneſs, 
that hate the Sun, and range about in Shades and Ob- 
ſcurity ? Of thoſe Obſcenities that make up here the Ma. 
bometical Elyſium of Libertines, and in good time will 
throw them into the real Hell of the Chriſtians. In this 
point the Advantage ſtands for the Beaſts; their Paſſion 
is as keen, their Senſe as acute as Man's ; and by con- 
ſequence, their Senſation as affecting; but then their 
Pleaſure is not daſh'd with Shame, nor bought at the Ex- 
pence of Honour or Conſcience; they contrive-no Plots 
to ſteal Satisfaction, no Intrigues to conceal it ; it ends 
without Regret, without Remorſe; and never ſtabs at 
parting, But Fear always ſucceeds Man's criminal Plea- 
ſures, and even the Atheiſt that laughs at Hell, is at the 
fame time forc'd to tremble at it. IF therefore the Plea- 
ſures of Beaſts are at leaſt equal, and Troubles leſs, we 
me juſtly conclude, even in this Point, they are more 
appy. 1 TR, FW oe oe 
fe true, neither Beaſts nor Men have found a Recipe 
againſt Death, but then they march off without Concern, 
and receive the Blow without Reluctancy, becauſe, with» 
out Knowledge ; bur this parting Pang hangs cruelly in 
our Heads, and ſometimes dyes them Gray before the Age 
of Twenty. For after all, it's an unpleaſant Reflection, 
that we muſt ſink into a State of Inſignificancy, and be- 
come cumberſome to our felves, and unacceptable to o- 
mers; that we muſt grow leſs and lefs,, and fall away by 
Inches. In fine, that though we nurſe upcontinually the 
Decays of Nature, Death will be too hard for Doctors 
and Surgeons, and tear us from the En joyments of all 
O o 1 1 thaſe 


— 
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thoſe ſenſual Objectss, in which we place our Requiem 
So that I muſt conclude, that ſeeing Beaſts (in your Sup- f 
ſition) are more happy than Men, it's better to be a Wl * 
Beaſt than a Man. | „ 
The Conſequence is ſhameful, beyond Scandal, and Wl ?* 
2 Man muſt be weary or ignorant of the Dignity of T 
his Nature to admit xt. What does the Happineſs of Wl 
à Horſe deſerve Envy? Is the Puniſhment of Vebucbado. Ml 2" 
n0zar become an Ornament to the whole Species? Such 
a Creature ſhould be thrown below his Kind, and con- 
33 to wander on the Mountains with Bears and 
Ons. | TN SL vp 5 Bet: „ 
Atbymius. You have held forth with much Emphaſis 
upon the Happineſs of Beaſts, and Calamities of Man; 
but you flag in your Inference: For who would chuſe ra- 
ther to be a Stone, than the moſt wretched Man that 
ever breathed ? Yet thoſe brave Ages are out of reach of In 
Fits of the Gout, and uncapable to receive uneaſy Im- 
„ Es FR „ 
Euſebius. Were T ſure my Soul was Mortal, I ſhould 
chuſe rather to remain in a State of Nothing, than to be 
miſerable ; for I can't underſtand why Being is better than 
not Being; only becauſe in one State we have agreeable 
Senſations, and none in the other; and I declare that 
Exiſtence without Pleaſure here, or hereafter, is no Fa- 
vour, and with Torment a Burthen; and were I ſure ne- 
ver to be pleaſed, Tſhould wiſh my ſelf into Nothing, 
and pray for Annihilation: For to maintain that a mil 
rable Being is preferable to no Being, or no ſenſible Being, 
is the wildeſt T hefss that Folly can abet, and I believe 
the braveſt Champions of this ſtrange Paradox may be 
racked, or even baſtinado'd out of the Error. 73 
Athymius. Suppoſing Beaſts equal Men in the Percep- 
tion of agreeable Senſations, are leſs Subject to unples 
ſing ones, yet they are void of Reaſon. This Advantage 
is proper to Man ; and I muſt tell you, one Grain 0 
Science weighs more than a Tun of ſenſual Satisfaction; 
this diſcovers the Beauty of Vertue, and the Deformit 
of Vice, and throws before the Will a thouſand Reaſons 
to embrace that, and hate this: A vertuous Man, tho 
miſerable, walks in a higher Sphere, than the moſt hap 
py Beaſt, Who would not charge up to a Cannon! 


Mouth for a good Cauſe, and rather expoſe his Lil 
| I | py 


The Gintleman Inftratted. 563 


than deſert Juſtice ? I would rather give up my Body to 
a Tyrant, than betray a Friend, and die Innocent, than 
live a Traitor : It's worth coming into the World to go 
yertuouſly out of it. A Man whoſe Vertue will bear the 
Trial of Pain, without ſhrinking upon the Torture, is 
more happy than a Debauchee upon the Throne. Suffer. 
ing renders not a Man bad, or unhappy, but the Cauſe; 
Reaſon pronounces the Tyrant miſerable that murthers 
Innocence, not the Hero that dies for it. Seeing there- 
fore Beaſts are' below thoſe Noble Qualities, Wiſdom 
and Vertue, I muſt conclude, that the moſt wretched 
Man is more happy, than the moſt fortunate Beaſt; and 


therefore, it's better to be a Man than a Beaſt. #5 

"WH Exſebius. You harangue upon the Excellence of Science 
like a Peripatetick, and huff upon Vertue like a Stoick ; 
c Wl | never read Seneca de contemnenda morte, but methinks 
„ {hear a Coach and Six rattle in the Street; they both 
'- WH nake a Majeſtick Noiſe, and almoſt fright and pleaſe at 
d the ame ige ins ah ney Ive bY ou 
de Science, no doubt, is a fine Thing, and Vertue a bet- 
n Ml {3 but if we ſuppoſe no future State, their Price muſt 
le WY fall, and the Purchaſe of both will never pay the Char» 


ges of a hundred Objects that fall within the Sphere of 
wr Knowledge; few pleaſe us, many are indifferent, and 
noſt torment us. Is it fo diverting an Entertainment to 
e. rflect, that Friends betray me, and Enemies 8 
| . | 8 7 2 
fe ne? That wiſe Men ſcorn, and buffoons burle que me ? 
Is Were we void of Knowledge, how ſhould we languiſh 
we Winder Hope, or fret under Beſire? How ſhould we lie 
be MW open to the Aſſaults of Fear, or groan under the Pangs of 
Deſpair ? It's certain in your Scheme, this mighty Pre- 
ep- "ative would rather deſerve the Name of a Curſe, than 
fa Bleſſing ; for though it made us greater, it would 
tender us more unhappy. f. 
Courage, Fidelity, and Vertue are great Advantages, 
eren upon the Rack, in Suppoſition of the Soul's Immor- 


nin elity, and Innocence in Flames is preferable to Guilt in, 
ſons Power and Pleaſure; for this leads us to an Eternal Mi-, 


fry, and thoſe to everlalting Happineſs ; for certainly, 
pat Creature is far removed from a State of Ha xx 
von lat muſt account for a criminal Satisfaction in Frs aud. 

brimſtone ; and he deſerves not the Name of Mierable, 
than paſſes througha ſhort-liv'd Martyrdom into a perge- 


| Refreſhment, O Oo 2 ut 
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But then, if our Souls fink into nothing, when out 
Bodies fall into the Grave, Vice has all the Advantage 
over Vertue; for that brings preſent Pleaſure, thit Pain; 
and then in the other World, the one fears no Puniſh. 
ment; and the other expects no Reward.. So that neither 
Knowledge, nor the Practice of Vertue, add a Grin 
Happineſs to Man, if his Soul be Mortal. 
But, what do we talk of Vertue ? It's a Chymera in 
your Hypotheſis ; you deſtroy not only the Thing, but 
the very Powers of it. Can Choice ſpring from Fate, or 
Vertue from Neceflity ; how can we be Maſters of our 
Actions, when we are not of our Souls? And if theſe are 
nothing but a Mixture of Matter and Motion, where is 
Hiberty to act or not act, and by conſequence Vertue? 
For who deſerves Blame for what he could not avoid, or 
Praiſe for following the Impulſe of Neceſſity ? 
Athjmius. You may flouriſh on the Happineſs of Beaſts, 
and the Miſeries of Man, till Dobabaday, but you will 
never perſuade me to truck Nature with an Aſs? 
Enuſebius. For all that, Sir, Men of -your Principles 
generally make good Progreſs in the Art of Transformati- 
on. 1 knew ſome at Twenty, that became Centaures, 
half Beaſt, half Man. Reaſon declared them Men, the 
Abuſes of it Aſſes; Intemperance Swine, and Leudneſi 
Goats br 'Baboony, .. „ ine: 4; 
Atbymius. Rea ſon ends, when Raillery begins. You 
have drain'd the Subject, for I perceive Senſe runs low, 


ler us ſtart another Argument. Mi 
OH I ! _ The Second Proofs | 1 


' Euſebizs. If Man's Soul be Mortal, his ſammum lo- mu 
num muſt conſiſt in the Pleaſures of the Body, in the ſon 
Jes of the Senſes: For ſeeing his Nature is 
wholly Material, like that of Beaſts, his End cannot be x 


different. Whence it follows, that as Man's Happiness Go: 
and Perfection riſe with his Brutality; and that he ſits ini ſuſe 
the height of his Greatneſs, when he appears as little 2 _- 
Lewdneſs can make him; the Reaſon is, becauſe even E 
thing is in the full State of irs Perfection, when united in [ 
to its laſt End ; then its Capacities are filled, and thi pine 
Society lays aſleep both the Unquietneſs of Deſire, andi vit! 
the tormenting Impreſſions of Hope qr Fear. If there if may 
fore the Pleaſures of Senſe are Man's ultimate Happinel to n 
the more he indulges, the more happy he is, and 1 Ko 
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perfect. Wherefore our King and Parliament ſhould 
call in all thoſe Laws that di ſcountenance Vice, and fine 
Lewdneſs. It was an Act of Injuſtice to make em, and 
is of Cruelty to etecute em; they ſcare Men from their 
Duty, and fright them from their ſmmum bonum; they 
ſtigmatize thoſe Aftions with Shame, that deſerve Ap+ 
plauſe, and cationize Sobriety and Self-denial, with ſuch 
25 call for Infamy ; for certainly it's laudable to proſecute 
our laſt End with the utmoſt Care and Diligence; for this 
we came into the World: The Pprſuir of it is our Duty, 
and its Poſſeſſion the Top of our Felicity; therefore Rapes, 
Adulteries, Inceſts, and all thoſe Pleaſures that ſmobth 
the Organ, and oblige the Body, are exempt from Pro- 
hibition ; they have nothing ill but what is thrown off 


em by Prejudice, Education, and Miſtake. . 
: But this is not all, for Reaſon tells me, my ſovereign 
„ Wl Good is preferable to all others, and that I may comply 
ll WW with any Means to purchaſe it: If therefore it be placed 
in the ſenſual Operations of this Life, to conſerve it, 1 
may ſwear Pro and On, blaſpheme God's Goodneſs, and 
i- abjure his Being. I may ſheer off from one Religion to 
es, Wl another, profeſs all, and believe none; to fence againſt 
he Death. Muft not that Doctrine be monſtrous in it ſelf, 
that is ſo flamingly impious in its Conſequences? It's a 
Spawn of Hell; I wonder it infects not the Air, and 
turns all into Plague and Poiſon. e een 
Athymius. Under Favour, theſe Inferences low from 


* 


Miſtake, not from the Mortality of the Sou. 
Euſebiut. From Miſtake! If the Soul be Material, 
muſt not its fupream Felicity conſiſt in the Fruition of 
ſome temporal, ſome ſenſual Object? wy 
Athymius. Some Philoſophers are of this Opinion. 
Eꝛzſebiut. It is therefore lawful to poſtpone any inferior 
Godd to the Supream, to hazard all Acceſlaries, to en- 
ſule the Principle. e ee 
Athymius. What then? ACE, 
Euſebias, Why : I may at any rate conſerve Life, if 
in Danger; for this is the Baſis, the Foundation of Hap- 
Wl pineſs ; ſo that if a Tyrant commands me ta deny God 
ich a Piſtol in one Hand, and a Sword in the other, 
may comply without Offence to my Maker, or Scandal 
to my Neighbour; and then your Crimes minorum genti- 
um, upon the ſame Account, muſt ſtand for Vertue. 
O03 Athymins. 


| 
= 
0 


it in ſo monſtrous a Dreſs, to hollow in the 


die a Man, than to live an Impoſtor: For, as I faid, 
Man's ultimate Felicity conſiſt in the Practice of Vertue, 


may (I preſume) 


off the Liſt of our Prerogatives : 
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Atbymias. You miſrepreſent my De expoſe 


: N bble upon 
me. I tell you therefore once more, it's more noble to 


and his Miſery in the Exerciſe of Vice: Now in the 


 forementioned Circumſtances, we muſt give up our Car- 
_ caſs to Fire and Faggot, rather than ſecure it by a Crime 


for of two Evils, Reaſon tells me, I muſt chuſe the leaſt; 


now it's a leſs to reſign Life, than to forfeit our Happi- 


neſs, that conſiſts in Vertue, by Thefts, Murthers, or 
Adulteries. | nt bs tag {one 
Eu ſebias. No more of . Vertue as you love Senſe; in 
your Scheme, it's nothing but Sound and Viſion.  . 
Athymius. Though the Soul be Mortal, ſome Actions 
hh conform to the DiQates of right 
Reaſon, and others deform. © 5 
; oy ius. To the Dictates of Divine Reaſon, but not 
of Man's; for Reaſon in your Hypotheſis muſt be filed 
"This glorious Quality 
ſinks into bare Inſtinct, and nothing claſhes with any 


innate Principle that obliges Senſe. _ 


Beſides, though ſome Actions were deform, and others 


conform to right Reaſon ; yet thoſe could not be worthy 


of Blame, nor theſe of Praiſe, becauſe an Agent com- 

ounded of Matter and Motion acts by Impulſe and 
Neceſſity and by conſequence can neither practiſe Ver- 
tue nor Vice. 51 55 


But ſuppoſing him capable of Vertue, 'yet we ſhall find 
ĩt a leſs Evil to deſert Vertue, than to die in its Defence; 
For if the Soul be Mortal, Death is deſtitute of the very 


Appearance of Goed; it ſtrips a Man not only of Happi- 


neſcs, but of the very Hope of retrieving the Misfortune, 
for it throws him into a State of Nothing. Now Sin (in 


your Thechagg) corrects the Evil with ſome Grains of 
Good; it preſerves Life, the Baſis of Happineſs, and cho 
it ſtops the Stream of Felicity you place in Vertue, it 
does not drain it; he may riſe after his Fall, and ſo re 
cover his loſt Happineſs: Death therefore being the 
greateſt Evil, he may purchaſe the Continuation of Lite 
at the Expence of Honour, Honeſty, and Conſcience, 
Athym. Death for the Defence of Vertue, has nothing 
evil but Fancy; bear off the gaſtly Vizours, and Wo 
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will diſcover nothing but Charms: Can Imagination 
frame a ſight more raviſhing than a Hero that declares 
for Vertue on the Scaffold, that dares be honeſt in ſpight 
of Torments? Such a noble Cauſe melts an expiring 
brave Soul into Tranſport and Extaſy; it overſets his 
Faculties with Pleaſure, and drowns them in an Ocean 
of Delight : To ſoar above the common Impreſſions of 
Fear is à noble Flight, and to laugh in the Face of Tor- 
ments a beautifying Piece of Courage. 

Euſeb. For all that, you will give me leave to tell you 
JT admire more your Martyr's Stupidity, than his Bravery ; 
and Iam apt to believe, he would refign you all his Plea- 
ſure, if you would take his Pain into the Bargain. But 
fappoſe he overflows with Delight in this critical Mo- 
ment, he flaſhes into nothing the next. What Proporti- 
on therefore is there between the loſs of Life that is Eter- 
nal, and the Satisfaction of a Moment? If therefore the 
Soul be Mortal, 'Vice with Pleaſure is preferable to Ver- 
tue without Reward, and by Conſequence your Hero 
dies rather worthy of Pity than Applauſe z becauſe he 
chuſes Death void of all Good, before Life the Baſis of 
all Happineſs, and fo crofles manifeſtly upon that Statute, 
by which the preſent Controverſy is tried; Of two Exils, 
the leſs is to be choſen. CC 


cc eee ee e ede e 
P O:6:U-8 IK. 
= If Man's Soul be Aartal, he has vo laſt End. 


Athym. T Hel Arguments ab abjurdo, are ill featured, 
4 they raiſe more Duſt than Light, and rather 
puzzle than convince ; give me a direct Proof that the 
Soul is Immaterial, and Ifling up the Cauſe 
Euſeb. Abſurdities are the Spawn of Falſehood, not of 
Truth ; and when the Sequel is abſurd, the Theſis can- 
not be reaſonable ; if therefore a Conſequence of the 


Soul's Mortality cut upon the known Truth, the Tenet it 


ſelf muſt be Erroneous. Theſe Arguments then are well 
complexioned, and fit for the Poſt I aſſign them; they 
lpring Evidence, and fluſh Conviction; Obſtinacy may 

However, give me 
Qo4 1 leaye 


a” 
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leave to explain another Inference of your Opinion, and 
then I will come to thoſe Proofs you call for. 
Surely, you are not ſo great a Stranger to your oun 
Deſires, as not to feel an Inclination to be happy; this 
Paſſion is hereditary to the whole Species; it accompa. 
nies us in all Stations, and even to the Death-bed, when 
all other Appeti tes either ſleep or expire, this grows more 
keen and ravenous: Now, why has Nature ſtampt on 
our Souls ſuch a longing after Happineſs ? Why has it in- 
flamed us with ſo fond à Paſſion, that we court it under 
a thouſand Diſguiſes? Why has it equip'd us for Con- 
 _ queff}, if Victory be impoſſible? Certainly at our Crea. 
tion, God never intended to treat us like April Fools, 
by ſending us on Adventures, that muſt end not only in 
_ Diſappointment, but Affliction. e 
1 All Philoſophers take it for a Pffulaum, that natura 
nil agit fruſtra ; if therefore Nature never acts in vain, 
the carking Deſire of Happineſs that haunts us from the 
Tradle to the Coffin, may be fatiated by the Fruition of 
ſome Object. I ſay ſatiated, for Happineſs cannot. be 
compleat, whilſt we deſire what we da. not poſſeſs, or 
fear to be diſcarded of what we enjoy; for Deſire implies 
Want in the very Notion, and Fear a Poſhbility of Want, 
and both ſuppoſe Uneaſineſs and Diſſatisfaction, and by 
. conſequence exclude Feliei g. 
Nou it's evident, nothing in this World is able to ſa- 
tiate the Heart of Man, the Poſſeſſion never anſwers Er- 
ede ; the moſt promiſing Enjoyments languiſn upon 
xpertence, and ſleep upon the Senſes; we row from the 
Poſſeſſion of one Object, to the Deſire of another; diſſa- 
tisfied in all States, content in none. Alexander the 
Great could never put any Bounds to his A 

though he did to his Conqueſts; his Deſires widen' 

with his Dominions, and when he had almoſt _— 

ed one World, his Pride would have attempted the Co 
queſt of a Thouſand; the prodigious Treaſures of the Eaſt 


— 


could not ſtop his Avarice ; his Wiſhes were as prodigal 
bt as his Largeſſes: So that his Wants ran higher than hi 
Oo Revenue, though he had Ten Millions of Talents, he 
poſſeſs d nothing, becauſe he deſired more; his Pleaſures 

| of Senſe kept pace with thoſe of his Power; yet after all 

he was not happy, becauſe diſſatisfied. 


+ 4. ocean „ 


Now 


The Gentleman Inſtructed. 569 
Now if mighty Princes who walk on Crowns, and 
tread on Silver, who have Power to command Pleaſures, 
and a Fund to ſupport them, fel the Points of Thorns 
on Beds of Roſes, the Pangs of Want in the Arms of 
Plenty, Crofles in Succeſs, and Diſappointment in their 
moſt fortunate Enterprizes, muſt we not pronounce them 
miſerable in the very Height of their Felicity? And if it 
can be found neither in e Riches, nor Senſuality, 
nor in all together, muſt we not conclude Man's Jummun 
bonum dwells in a ſuperior Region; and that we muſt 
1 1 World before we can enter upon the Poſſeſſion 
of it? * 5 | 1 Ep 
In a word, the Deſire of Happineſs is ingrafted in our 
Nature, it may therefore be attained, becauſe it's impoſ- 
ſible Men ſhould be born with a natural Tendency to a 
Chymera; there is no meeting it in this World, therefore 
we muſt expect it in the other; our Souls therefore ſur- 


| 

. vive our Bodies, and if for one Moment, they muſt re- 
main eternally ; for without this perpetual Duration, 155 
there can be no Content, becauſe no Seeurit rr. 

r At hymius. I own Philoſophers have been at a Plunge 
S to _ this ſammum bonum of Man: Some have ſeated 
„it on the Pinacle of Honour; others have placed it in the 

y WW Pleaſures of the Body; but the firſt is too vin, too airy, 
and too precarious, to ſatiate a reaſonable Soul; and the 
x Wl {cond too brutal. I am inclined to fix it with Ariforle, 
in the Satisfaction of our moſt noble Faculty, that has 
n rno Dependance on Fortune, nor lies within the Reach of 
ie Il Caſualties : Now it's agreed on all Sides, that nothing 
a- Wl comes up to the Underſtanding, therefore our Felicity 
he nuſt conſiſt in the Satisfadion of this glorious Faculty. 
n 6 Ea But where ſhall we chop upon this beatifying 
1 ject ? | en 
ers 2 The ſtately Machine of the World will furniſh 
n- Iss a large Proſpect of Contemplation and Pleaſures. 1 
at can never contemplate the Beauty of the Firmament, 
gal the fine Subordination of the Celeſtial Orbs, their vari- 


his dus, yer regular Circumvolutions, but I find my ſelf in 

he Rapture and Extaſy. Sometimes I dive into. Cauſe 
and conſtrue V neil by Experience, Felix qui potuit re- 

um cognoſcere cauſas : When my Underſtanding is po- 
ſed, I ſtep over the Difficulty, and am even charm'd 


With my Ignorance ; for a Nonplus has its Satisfaction, 


— 


F 


ries of an Atheiſtica 
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and there is a Charm in knowing we are ignorant ot 
ſomething. | OE 
E»ſeb. This Contemplation is indeed a handſome Di- 


6 verſion, but a lean Felicity; and Iam apt to think its 
far more capable to puzzle than to content; for, alas, we 


ſurvey thoſe Objects that are at hand through Miſts, and 
thoſe that are remote through falſe Proſpectives: So that 


our Ignorance extends wider than our Knowledge, and 


our Intellect is rather haraſs d with Doubts, and alarm d 
with Suſpicions, than regal d with ſtaunch Demonſtrati- 


on. Now, I ſuppoſe, Ignorance rather frets the Under, 


ſtanding than ſatiates it; Doubts rack it, and Suſpici- 


ons clap it on the Torture: How then can this fine Con- 
templation you talk of lay aſleep all our Defires, and 


place us in a State of Repoſe ? | 
But, 2dly, If Hunger ravage my Stomach, and Penury 
my Purſe; If I tug at an Oar, will Contemplation ſilence 


Appetite ? Or fill my Purſe? Or knock off my Chains? 
Alas, Sir, theſe Miſeries fit hard upon a Man in ſpight 


of Speculation, and muſt be removed by ſome more 


effectual Means than Knowledge. 


? 3 ly, All the World cannot whip and ſpur for Oxford 
and 


Cambridge; ſome have no Wit for Studies, ſome no 
Inclination, and others no Leiſure; Clowns find upon 


Experiment that Action turns to better account than Spe- 
culation, and you will never perfuade them to truck the 


Spade for Ariſtgtle or 4rchimedes, 


Again, 'Women, I ſuppoſe, may lay ſome clajm to 
Happineſs as well as Men; muſt win Ros leave the Di- 
ſtaff to con Plato and contemplate Nature, whilſt they 
ſhould make Bonelace? I always ſuppos d the ſupream 
Felicity of every Individual was the ſame with that of the 


whole Species; but no, it varies with Conſtitutions and 


Employments; and you treat the Sex in England with as 
little Ceremony as the Bonzees in Japan, who diſcard 


them of all Title to Happineſs ; but this is to poſtpone 


the Scripture to Pomponatius; to rely more on the Reve- 
| Pedant, than on the Authority of 
c TO RO TT 
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DIALOGUE X. 
The Soul is Immaterial, 


Euſch. V O U called for direg Proofs of the Immate; 


riality, ] muſt comply with your Deſire. 
os ; 


Man is a free Agent, and by conſequence his Soul 
draws not its Origin from Matter. Sure you will not 
oblige me to prove a thing ſo clear, ſo evident. We ex- 
perience this Liberty in our Actions; we may continue 
the preſent Diſcqurſe, or interrupt it: I am not neceſlita- 
ted to ſpeak, nor 1 to hear me. Upon this Perſua- 
ſion of Freedom, Commerce is carried on, and Govern- 
ment founded: Who would truſt a Neighbour, were he 
not periuaged Honeſty were in his Power? And why 
ſhould a Murderer leave his Life on a Gibbet if the 
Crime was unayoidable ? In fine, why do all Common- 
wealths diſcourage Vice by Puniſhments, and encourage 
Vertue by Rewards, but upon this univerſal Perſuaſion, 
2 Man is a free Agent? This being promiſed, I argue 
Liberty is a Power to act, and not aft, when all things pre- 
required for Action are ready; for no Creature can be con- 
ceived free that is antecedently determined to one ſide of 
a Contradiction. Now if there be a Power in Man, that 
can ſuſpend an Action, when all things pre- required are 
preſent, its Acton depends not upon any Diſpoſition ei- 
ther in the Object or Organ; and by conſequence, it 
muſt be independent of Matter; but if the Action be in- 
dependent, the Power it ſelf muſt be ſo alſo; for no Ope- 
ration can be more perfect than its Cauſe. ES 
If you ſay the Will is not determined by it ſelf, but 
by the Charms of ſome apparent Good, or ſame material 
Difpoſitions in or without the Organ, you overthrow the 
very Notion of Liberty ; for then it can no more ab- 
ſtain from Action, than the Eye, when all things neceſſa- 
ry for Viſion are preſent. Seeing therefore Man is ſup- 
poſed free, and that Freedom is incompatible with a De- 
termination that proceeds from any previous Diſpoſition 
in Matter, yet we muſt conclude it determines it felf, and 
by conſequence, is independent of Matter, (i. e. 1 


— 4 
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Io expoſe this Truth in a greater Light, do we not 
ſometimes mortify the Inclinations of Fleſh, and hold in 
the Tendency of Appetite ? How many tie up their Bo- 
dies to Chaſtity in ſpight of Sollicitations ? Suppreſs the 
Sallies of Intemperance by Abſtinence, and of Drunken. 
neſs by Sobriety ? Now if the Soul depends on the Body, 
| It cannot baulk its Inclinations : Can a Horſe reſtrain Ap- 
petite when he ſtands at a full Manger, and faſt in the 
Preſence of Provinder? Alas, poor Creatures, their Souls 
and Bodies are made of the ſame Stuff; and ſo thoſe have 
no Superiority nor ſuriſdiction over theſe : In all their 
Flights and Purſuits they follow the Direction of Senſe; 
whatever glides ſmoothly upon the Organ, the Soul em- 
braces, and whatever grates upon it, raiſes its Averſion. 
What material Diſpoſition could force St. Lawrence ras 
ther to broil on a Grid-Iron, than to apoſtatize from his 
Religion ? They all banded àgainſt his Reſolution; Senſe 
_ perſuaded him to relent, and his Body ſunk under the 
Violence of Torments ; yet his great Soul was deaf to the 


Clamours of Senſe ; it facrific'd the Body to conſerve its | 
Innocence. Yeu may as ſoon perſuade me that Ice can 


burn, and Fire freeze, as that a material Principle can 

thus act contrary to the Diſpoſitions of Matter; but 
St. Lawrence did, and Thoufatids befides ; therefore there 
is in Man a Principle that determines it ſelf, and conſe- 


_ quently independent of Matter, 


If the Soul be material, all Pleaſure muſt be conveyed 
unto it by the Channel of ſome Senſe ; no agreeable Per- 
_ Ception can come at it, but by the Mediation of corpo- 
real Organs; but the Soul is capable of Delight, that has 
no Influence on Senſe, that reſides wholly in the Under 
ſtanding; thus the Diſcovery of a Truth diſtracted A 
chimedet, and he demonſtrated himſelf almoſt out of his 
Wits; he was not able to bear the Impreſſion of Joy, but 
over-ſet with the affecting Charms of his caſual Dif- 
covery, he leap'd out of the Bath, and ran naked 


through the Streets, without any Regard to Age or Dee 


Now, what plunged this Mathematician's Soul into 
ſuch an Ocean of Delight? Nothing but a new found 
Truth, fo proper to the Underſtanding, that no Senſe 
could pretend any Share in it; it came not vithia the 
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Reach of the Eye, or Smell, it was too airy to be finger- 
ed; and I believe a Thouſand Demonſtrations, though 
never ſo high ſeaſoned, would prove a meager Regale to 
the Palate. Seeing therefore a material Soul can receive 
no agreeable Senſation, but from an Impreſſion ſtamꝑ d 
on ſome Senſe; and that the Pleaſure of Archimedes was 
not the Object of any Senſe, we muſt conchude it reſi- 
ded in the Soul, without Dependance on any Senſe, and 
by conſequence that his Soul was immaterial. N 
Athm. Theſe. are a pack of Hy«kney. Arguments, and 
ſent upon all Expeditions z they are a kind of enfant per- 
due, expoſed in every Rencounter; but afterall, they are 
more fit een Fhag Service. Lhave not time, 
at preſent, to diſcover their Weakneſs; in the mean time, 
ſuppoſing the Soul immaterial, Why muſt it be immortal? 
Euſeb, The Arguments 1 propoſe are ordinary indeed, 
and lie in every Man's Way, but they are not leſs con- 
cluded, hecauſe obvious; all may underſtand them, but 
no Libertine can anſwer them. You ask me why, from 
Immateriality, I infer Immortality? Give me leave to put 
this Queſtion; is the Maſs of Matter, that makes up the 
World, naturally Etenna 
Euſeb. Can you pro 


ve it, „ 
Arbym. Philoſophers, if I am not miſtaken, prove it 
| thus ; God, as Author of Nature, never withdraws his 
Hand from any Creature, but at the Exigence of fome 
1 Wl contrary Agent, Now Matter has no Contrary; all the 
„operative Qualities in Nature reſide in Matter, and 
- WH though they fall out among themſelves, it enters not into 
$ the 8 bending to neither ſide, it's a Friend to all. 
nn fine, being the common Subject of Contraries, it can 
be oppoſite to none, and there lies out of the Reach of 
iS Corruption. PRE” gy eros tas oft 
Euſeb. I receive your Reaſon, but then it anſwers 
your Query; for if the Soul be Immarerial, it maſt be 
Spiritual; there is no Mean between theſe two Extreams. 
It cannot be an Accident: For it's agreed on all Hands 
that Man is a ſubſtantial Compound; therefore the moſt 
noble Ingredient muſt be a Subſtance. Such is his Soul, 
without doubt, for this entitles him to Reaſon, and ſeats 
him above the Herd. The Soul therefore is. a ſpiritual 
dubſtance; (id ef) a Spirit: Now, no materjal Agent 
| can 
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can act upon a Spirit, becauſe it can have no Oppoſition 


to it; therefore, ſeeing nothing in Nature requires its 
Deſtruction, it naturally requires to exiſt as well ax 
| Indeed, as God gave it a Bei 


as Author of Nature; for in this Quality he never with- 
draws his conſerving Influence, but at the Exigence of 
ſome contrary Agent; now the Soul having no contrary, 
God as the Author of Nature muſt conſerve it Eternally. 
At Your Arguments, though obvious, make (I 
confeſs) ſome Impreſſion, and though they do not con- 
vince, at leaſt they perſuade, but the Reſemblance be- 
tween Men and Beaſts hangs cruelly in my Head; they 
are ſo like, that methinks they muſt be made of the 
ſame Ingredients: Their Species is propagated by Gene- 
ration, they grow up by Degrees, and receive Nouriſh- 
ment and Increaſe from Meat and Drink; ill Uſage heats 
their Paſſions, Kindneſs cools 'em ; they Hear, See, Smell, 


and Tafte, and regulate their Actions by the Senſes ; they | 


lie open to Diſeaſes, and at laſt ſink under Age or Mala- 
dy; is not this an exact Picture of Man? Does he n 
make as ignoble an Entrance into the World, and as 

ſhameful an Exit, as the vileſt Inſect? He rolls in Or- 
dure nine Months, and then ſalutes the Light with Tears 
and Clamours ; he begs a Livelihood of all Creatures, 


and courts the very Beaſt for Suſtenance and Cloathing; 


Paſſions grow upon him with Years, Age inſtills Vigour, 
and Malice ſets them on Fire ; his Brutality vies with that 
of Bears; and his Cruelty out-runs the rage'of Lions ; 
he is furniſh'd with Senſes as well as they, and gives 
himſelf over to their Direction: If Beaſts languiſh under 
_ Diſeaſes, is Man exempt from the Inconvenience ? They 

both ſtruggle with Diſtempers, diſpute their Poſt, and 
then ſurrender to Death, and what remains but breath- 
leſs Carcaſſes. Alexander and Bucephalus lie on the ſame 


Level, the Puſt of the Emperor has no Privilege above 


that of the Horſe. Seeing therefore Beaſts are Mortal, 
why muſt we inveſt Man with Immortality? A Reſem- 
blance of Operations ſuppoſes a Likeneſs of Principles; 
and when the Effects are equal, it's againſt Reaſon to 
make the Cauſes unequal. e | 


Eofch. In 


, fo he can at Pleaſure 
recal the Gift; but then he muſt act as Sovereign, not 
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Euſeb, In the firſt place, your Argument proves as ſtrong- 
ly the Immortality of Beaſt's Souls, as the Mortality of 


Man's. | 

Athym. Nay, then Tl forſwear diſputing. 

| Euſeb. Would all Gentlemen take the ſame Reſolution, 
Religion would be more regarded among us, and the Ci> 
vil rern ut leſs divided; for whoſoever diſputes Ar- 
ticles of Faith believes none; and its a general Remark, 
that thoſe who eternally enter upon Controverſy, give 
more Evidence of Infidelity than Wit: This is (if Iam 
not miſtaken) your Argument; there is a moſt perfect 
Reſemblance between Men and Beaſts; both as to the 
Neceflity of dying, and to all the apparent Sequels of 
ha; ; but Beaſts die entirely, therefore Men die en- 
tirely. | 1 7 on 
Athym. It is. e ee eee 
Euſeb. Let us now turn the Tables; There is a moſt 
perfect Reſemblance between Men and Beaſts, both as to the 
Neceſſity of Dying, and to all the apparent Sequels of 
Daat „ but Men tie not entirely, therefore Beaſts die not 
entirely. „ 1 SR 1 . 
7 Under Favour, you obtrude a wretched So- 
phiſm for a ſtaunch Reaſon; my Argument ſtands upon an 
avowed Principle, whilſt yours ſuppoſes the Queſtion we 
contend for: Ir's agreed on both ſides, the Souls of Beaſts 
are Mortal; if therefore there appear an exact Conformi- 
ty, between them and Men, in the whole Series of their 
Life, and Sequel of their Death, I may very Philoſophi- 
cally infer Men's Souls are Mortal, ſeeing we both agree 
thoſe of Beaſts are; but you cannot conclude the Immor- 
tality of Beaſt's Souls from that of Men, for this lies un- 
der Debate; we are in queſt of this Prerogative, and can- 
not determine whether Man owes his Claim to Nature, 
or Flattery, or Viſion : The Conſequence therefore draws 
from one conteſted Antecedent is illegal; it neither helps 
the Opponent, nor foils the Defendant. .. 

Eu. The Queſtion is not what I believe, but what 

ou can reaſonably conclude preciſely from the Reſem- 

lance between Men and Beaſts. I ſay, you can no more 
infer the Mortality of human Souls, than the Immorta- 
lity of thoſe of Beaſts. We ſee the one and the other die, 
but the Senſe is unable to bring any News of the Soul, 
though you ſend them on Diſcoveries: If you venture up- 


ON 
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on a Diſſection of their Bodies, you may come at the 
Diſtemper that carried them off: But you will meet with 
no Symptoms of Mortality or Immortality; and therefore 
ſtanding to the bare Reſemblance, your Argument has no | 
Advantage over mine. =Y 
But 1 acknowledge (fay you) that the Souls of Beafts 
are mortal ; but then remember, I believe thoſe of Men | 
to be immortal. If therefore you abandon the Reſem- | 
blance, and caſt the Cauſe upon my rt rely upon 
it in oneCaſe as well as in the other: If it is of no Weight 
for the Immortality of Man's Soul, why ſhall it enter in- 
to the Proof of the Mortality of Beaſts? 1 
If the Reaſons with which I eſtabliſh the Mortality of 
the Souls of Beaſts, prove the Mortality of thoſe of Men, 1 
you come up to the Point; in this Caſe my Reaſons might vi 
help on your Argument, but not by Authority; but alas, W ar 
Sir, the Reaſons for the one ſide have no relation to thoſe br 


of the other: Thoſe that maintain the Mortality of Beaſts, MW eli 


are foreign to Man, and would remain in their full MW 5, 
Strength, though he were not in Being. 
To draw to an end, I grant the Souls of Beaſts are WW x, 
mortal, and that there is a great Reſemblance between Ir 
them and Men; the Queſtion is, what can be legally in- de, 
ferred from this Similitude ? I fay nothing, but that all the 
that is animal in Man dies; his Body dies, his ſenſitive WI of 
and vegetative Life end, and all thoſe Faculties that de- WW one 
pend on corporal Organs, ceaſe with the laſt Breath. This die 
is a fair Inference, and all Chriſtians receive it; but then Il Sen 
it ſtops at the animal Part of Man, without touching the Wl reg 
reaſonable, whoſe Being and Operations have no depen- I the; 
dance upon Matte. „ 
But your Reaſon, as ill as you believe, and your Log thei 
5 


is of the ſame Stamp with your Tenet. Man (ſay you) bein 
reſembles Beaſts in x | iſe Things that are common to both, M1. 
merely as they are Animals ; therefore he reſembles in thoſe reg. 
Things that are proper to him as Man. Again, Beaſts die obey 
according to the ſenſitive Life, which is 1 to Ant mate 
malt, but Man reſembles Beaſts in that which # eſſentia I Alſe 
to Animals; therefore be dies as to the Rational Life, which ® N cord 


not eſſential to Animals. In fine, Man is. mortal as 10 Þs 
Body, therefore he is mortal as to his Soul. F this be Rea- 
ſon, what is Sophiſm ? To conclude from a Part of ibe 


Whol ce 1s a Soleciſm in Logick; and to 8 
K 8 J 


a 
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thing abſolutely, that belongs to it merely per 4ccidens, is 
to de Wann... "7: 5 
In fine, if there be a great Reſemblance between ſome 
Operations of Men, and thoſe of Beaſts, there is as wide 
a difference between others; if therefore from a Confor- 
mity of Actions you infer a Similitude of Principles, pray 
ſuffer me to conclude a difference of Principles from the 
difference of Actions. e ee LE I fe: 
I have already thrown before you ſome human Opera- 
tions that muſt proceed from a Principle wholly different 
from any that 1s to be found in Beaſts; and to go no fur- 
ther, What is there in Beaſts that bears any Proportion 
to the Underſtanding ? It enters into the very Eſſence, and 
rifles the moſt abſtruſe Receſſes of Nature; it defines, di- 
vides and diſtinguithes ;- its Motion outſtrips the Winds, 
and its Rapidity diſtances Lightnings ; in a word, it em- 
braces the Poles together, and at one intellectual Graſp, 
clutches the whole Extent of the Univerſe. Beſides, Man's 
Soul calls all the material Faculties to Account, and minds 
the Senſes of their Miſtakes; it impeaches the Fancy of 
© Wl Folly, and laughs at thoſe Mormo's it creates to fright us: 
n lf it be of the ſame Alloy with them, how came it by this 
1- WW deſpotick Power 2 Who commiſſioned it to call them to 
He Bar, and to pronounce Sentence? View all the Beaſts 
e of the Field, and Birds of the Air, and you will not find 
cone whoſe Soul pretends to any Superiority, to any juriſ- 
15 WF dition over their Bodies; they follow the Guidance of 
en denſe, and believe the Intelligence of Fancy; they cor- 
rect no Errors, becauſe they perceive none. Survey not 
their paſt Actions, nor conſult upon the future; for their 
Souls drawing their Origin from Matter, they derive all 
their Knowledge from the Senſes ; and thus in Nature 
being equal, can exerciſe no Act of Superiority ; for he 
who corre&s muſt be more knowing than he who is cor- 
refted, and he who commands than he who is forc'd to 
obey. Seeing therefore the Soul of Man commands the 
material Powers, unmasks the Illuſions of Fancy; and the 
falſe Reports of Senſe, that it Judges of Objects not ac- 
cording to the Repreſentations of corporeal Organs, but 
ck a ſuperior Principle; it muſt be more Noble than 
Lenſe, ſuperior to Imagination, independant of Matter, 
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Atiym. Well, Sir, we have waded into the Depth of 
the Controverſy, its time to retire : Your Arguments 
look fair without ; at my leiſure I will examine whether 
they are ſound within” „ 
Euſeb. It's ſtrange that Men who build theit Infidelity 
upon Conjectures will yield to nothing but Evidence: | 
Why ſo much Caution againſt Truth, and fo little againſt | 
Error? Is it ſo much your Intereſt to be in the Wrong? 
And ſuch a Grievance to be in the Right? Spend ſome 
cool Thoughts upon the Matter; Sem ac metum exami- 
na, confront your Hope with your Fear; examine what 

Fou ſhall gain if your Soul be Mortal, what you will loſe 

if Immortal? If Immortal you forfeit all; if Mortal no- 

thing. IF therefore the Queſtion were merely problema- 

tick, you ſhould ſtand for that fide that promiſes more 

and threatens leſs, & 5 incerta erunt omnia tibi fave, 

if J am miſtaken I ſhall never deplore my Error, nor e- 

ven perceive it; but alas, Sir, if you are in the Wrong, 

you will once diſcover yours, and always deplore it, but 

never retrieve your Mis fortune. : 

Ihe Arguments of Exſebizs made ſome Impreſſion on 

the Gentleman, and this ſhort Reflection more; but the 

' diſmal End of that Arch-Atheiſt Theomachus finiſht his 

| Converſion: So that I may ſay the Gentleman was rather 

ſcared than argued into a Senſe of his Duty. Euſebiu 

received in the nick of time an exact Account of that un- 

| fortunate Gentleman's Death from a Friend in Town: 

and it's ſo remarkable in all its Circumſtances, that God 

ſeems to have permitted it for the Inſtruction of Poſteri- 

ty, and to convince Libertines, that he not only puniſhes 

their Impieties in the next World, but often in this 
Euſebias read the Letter as follows. ; 
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tent : For — he diſowned Atheiſm, he retained the Sin, 
and delivere 


himſelf into the Hands of God's 
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; Mercy to be infinite, he foro d him to exert his Tuffice, and 
J dared him to damn him, in ſpite of all his Invitations to Re- 

i WY pentance. 3 = bs: | 

Y That unfortunate Harlot, that ſometime before began his 

y I Rain, at length compleated it; ſo true it is, that the In- 


* i fruments of our Sins, prove often thoſe of our Puniſhment, 
ſt and that we find our Miſery in thoſe very things in which 
ve place our ſapream Feliciry: This Greature notwithſtanding 


had nothing extraordinary to recommend her, but the Liber- 
* ties of a Froſtitute, and the Freedom of her Profeſſion ; un- 
at W furniſh'd of one giod Quality, ſhe had gleaned up all the bad 
ones of the Sex In a Word, if her Face was fair, her Soul 
vas black, her Fore- head of Braſs, and her Heart of Steel? 
However ſhe ſubdued Theomachus, and maintained her 
re Congueſt ; he ſurrendred at Diſcretion, and to purchaſe 
'*, ber Favour made over his Heart, his Eſtate, Reputation, and 
1 the End his Soul alſo to this Towns Jilt ; for fhe was no 
85 R EE 5 
ut A Friend took Compaſſion of this poor Gentleman, and ſip- 
poſed he might conjure down his Paſſion, by expoſiag the 
Lemdneſs of his Idol: But alas, Theomachus was not only 
the enchanted with the Charms of her Perſon, but (what is more 
incredible) with thoſe of her Vertue : So that for Thanks he 
returned Curſes, and asd Satisfattion for the Advice, in- 
| ſtead of benefiting himſelf. © . 
May, Sir, (ſaid the Friend) 1 ſhall ſoon make a Banl- 
rapt, if I give good Counſel and pay for it too. I have 
diſcharged the Duty of a Friend, if you take me for an Ene- 
my who can help it? My Intention is Friendly, and my Gun- 
fel wholſome. Why do you mi ſconſtrue that, and turn this 
into Poifon? It's no Injury to tell 4 Friend be is injured ; no 
Afront to convince him he is affronted; Well, Sir, I aban- 
don you to her Mercy, and I am ſure | cannot leave you in 
worſe Cimrpany = . | 5 
Theomachus acquainted his Miſtreſs with the Paſſes 
and envenomed his Friends Diſcourſe with a mortifying 
ment; ſhe jou out into all the Extravagances of Paſſton at 
the Recital, and would have melted into Water, had not Re- 
venge K. all her Humours on Fire. She would by all Means 
for ho abandsn her Gallant, unleſs he vindicated her Hu- 
nour, promulge bis Cowardice, and curſe his Ingratitude. 
| 1 am informed this was nothing but Artifice and Strata- 
kem e She had been too prodigal of ber Favgurs, to be nice 
Pp 2 _ of 
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of her Reputation, ſhe had long ſince diſcharged both Honour 


and Conſcience, and placed her Glory in the very Centre of 


Infimy. She had plumed poor Theomachus to feather her 
own Neſt, and was now willing to remove him out of the 
way to make room for freſh Gallants ; ſo that her Enemies 


Death was the Pretence, and Theomachus is the real De- 


ſign of her Revenge. 1 8 5 5 0 
This poor Gentleman had no mind to appeal to the Sword 


in Defence of his Miſtreſs; he knew her Cauſe was as bad 


as his Skill; but however, overcome by her Importunity, he 
ſent a Challenge, and required an Anſwer; this done, raiſed 
more Pity than Anger in his Friend's Breaſt, Theomachus 


(laid he) has lived her Slave, he has now à mind to turn 


Knight-errant, and die her Martyr : Tears may indeed waſh 


ont her Grimes ; lut all the Blood in his Veins is unable to 
reſtore her Innocence. I have performed the Office of 4 
Friend, he provokes me to add that of an Enemy; he ſcorns 
my Counſel, and importunes me for a Stab; but if ill Na. 
ture deſerves Reſentment, it (hall not move me to Ne- 


venge. 1 U e | 
However, Theomachus was on fire, and the Filt blazed 


_ into a Flame; he met his Friend and drew upon him with 
the Rage of an Enemy, but Fortune declared againſt him as 


well as Fuſtice; the Sword ſlipt through his Lungs, and he 


ſpeechleſs to the Ground : He was carried home in 4 Trance, 


and every es ſuppoſed he breathed his laſt; his Miſs, who 


had been Inſirumental to his Misfortune, was all Sorrow 
without, all Foy within; ſhe wept in earneſt, but mourned 
in Jeſt, and indeed her Grief appeared too extravagant to 
be real : Reaſon at length returned, and Theomachus nith 
romling Eyes, and deep Sighs cried out, Where am T? Oh, 
1 burn and freeze, Fire and Ice poſt through every Vein; 
methinks I feel all the Pains of the Damned. I leave Tint 


| behind, and ſtand upon the Brink of Eternity. 


What, fays a. Gentleman, is then the Soul immortal? I. 


| there 4 Hell to puniſh Grimes, and 4 God to inflict: the Pr 


niſhment? I thought the Exiſtence of 4 God was Viſion, and 


* 


of a future State, Fable and Romance. 8 e 
FHuſſion (replied Theomachus) concealed thoſe Trutbs, 
Death diſcovers the Heart may be an Atheiſt, but not Rec- 
fon.. What we earneſtly deſire, we eaſily believe: A vehe- 
ment Paſſion ſupplies the place of Demonſtration 5 but non, 


«las, the Projpett of Death has laid thoſe Vapour, that is 


terpo ſed 
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terpoſed between Time and Eternity; the Curtain is drawn, 
and I take a full Survey of that boundleſs Ocean without Bot- 
en, ,,, Tee r 
The Company over-joyed at this unexepetted Converſion, 
called a Divine to bring him to à perfect Senſe of his Duty; 
he laid before him all the Motives, Charity and Learning 
were able ages and preſs d them home with ſuch 4 mo- 
ing Emphaſss, that all melted into Tears, beſides the wnfor- 
mate Gentleman whom they moſt concern el. 
Sir, (ſaid the Divine) your Glaſs is run; few Moments 
divide you from Eternity : Tou fland upon the laſt Confines 
of Time, and will either fall into the Torments. of the Dam 
ned, or fly up into the never-ending Pleaſures of the Bleſſed, 
Impenitence conveys you to Hell, a hearty: Repentance into 
Heaven; though your Sins are great, God's Mercy is great- 
er; ask Pardon; he will not refuſe it; a coatrite Soul dif 
arms his Juſtice, and turns his Severity into Mer. 
| The ſick Man ſhewed more Symptoms of Rage than of Re- 
pentance at the Diſcourſe, and ſeemed rather ſullen than 
moved with the Exhortation. „ a ea FOE 
At laſt, I remember the time (cryd he with a doleful 


accent) when thoſe words would have diſſolv d me into Tears, 


and ſplit my Heart with Sorrow; but now, alas, my Eyes are 
drier than a Flint, and my Heart more obdurate than Mar- 


ble: I ſee my Crimes, and tremble at the Noſpect, but can- | 


not deteſt them. 5 5 4 
If you caſt one Eye (replied the Divine) on the 228 
neſs of your Sins, pray turn the other to the greatneſs of God's 
Mercies ; if the one breeds Deſpondence, the other Hope and 
Confidence: One J have ſinned to the Lord, freed David. 
from the Guilt of Adultery and Murder : The good Thief 
mounted the Groſs a Criminal, and was taken down a Saint; 
Jet one memento mei wrought his change, and raiſed him 
from Hell to Heaven. Peter, the Favourite of Feſus Chriſt, 
baſely diſowned his Maſter, and back'd Apoſtacy with Oaths 
and Perjury; yet no ſooner did he deplore his Sin, but 
2 pronounced his Pardon, and received him into his 
ad un. e | | 
Theſe Inſtances, Good Sir, (ſaid Theomachus) come 
net w to my. Caſe they eee their Duty through 
Haley; Humane Infirmity bad a greater ſhare in their 
Falls than Malice; and thus they ſeem. rather morthy of 
Compaſſion than Puniſhment : But 1 haue not only ſcorned 


"Age | 


* CIC IO" 


9 * * 2 


—_— 
9 


—vCJ0 419 97 ns; rag 


— — = — _ 
"_ 2 - p uf : 282 — 

———— — 4 <— nn. ——˖—*—˖;.]2 PB ——ñẽ H — à— — — EEE ˙— J ⁵ͤ--! ) 

— WW * ' a — n 2 2 * 

* 
7 * 
* 
- 


= aq PEI = _ 
2 ——ͤĩ - Ka 
* 
* . * 4 v Us 


- 99509, Des Acc; HE AA AI 


nn. ta “ 5 FO ah ra ey ceo 
N .* 
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God's Laws, but flew in his Face; I have defied bis Perſon, 
and denied his very Being: An infinite Juſtice maſt chaftiſe 
Such a flaming Inſolence ; nay, and will; my Sentence is 
pronounced, and nothing remains to compleat my Miſery but | 


the Execution. 


At leaſt (replied the Divine) ask Pardon To be damned 


_ 


ont of 4 Fear. of being damned is extraordinary; God has 


engaged his Word, he will nit refuſe his Mercy to thoſe who 


fencerely implore it: He invites, he ſollicits you to accept his 


offer, why will yon oblige his Goodneſs to abandon you to 
the diſmal Reſentments + his Fury ? Has Hell ſuch Charms ? 


| er bis Threats ſo inviting, and bis Promiſes ſo fright- 


The Loſe of Heaven (anſwered Theomachus) bolts Darts 


V Sorrow and Rage through every Artery ; and the very 


Apprehenſions of Hell ſtretches my Limbs upon all the 
Racks, all the Tortures of the Damned; methinks I feel 
the dire Embraces of thoſe mercileſs Flames, and ſmell the 
Vapours of Fire and Brimone. Did I repent, God I know 


would receive me into his Mercy, but I cannot, I will not. 


Scarce had he finiſh'd this deſperate Harangue, which moved 
the Standers-by to Horrour, Indignation, and Compaſſion too; 
but muſtering up all his Forces, he raiſed 45x up, and 
claſping bis Arms about his Miſireſss. Neck, For thee 
( ſaid he) alone do I defire to live ; in Defence of thy 


Honour I die, thou haſt been my ſole Happineſs in this 


Life, and I will have no other in the next. In this Poſture 
expired Theomachus, an unhappy Inſtance to himſelf of 
God's Fudgment upon Atheiſts, but I hope it may prove far: 
zunate to others, ee e 


Honoured Sir, 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 
N. NM. 


Enſebius read the Letter with Tears, and the Comps: 


my heard it with Tranſports of Admiration; all pitied 
the Gentleman's Misfortune, and blamed his Obſtinacy 


Well (faid Athymins) I fee Atheiſts and Libertines ate 


den Ee wich their Principles than they pretend 
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they will ſtand for them aſq#e ad aras, to the Death-bed, 
but then when they ſtep into Eternity, they leave them 
behind. If there be a God in the other World, certain- 
ly there is one in this; and if our Seuls are Immortal 
when we die, they are Immortal whilſt we live. Theo- 


mac hus ſwore the Soul into Matter, and hectored God 


out of Being, but could never Reaſon them into Nothing; 


his Rhodomontadoes ended in Trembling, and his Laugh- 


ter in Deſpair. God has left his Puniſhment a fad Mee 
»orandum to the Living; I will profit by his Misfortane, 


and not inſtruct Poſterity by my own. 


Euſebius was ſcarce come to himſelf ; the Letter caſt 
him into a melancholy Contemplation of Theomachza's 


Diſaſter, and God's ſevere Juſtice upon the wretched Gen- 


tleman. At length (turning to the Company) Theoma- 
chas (ſaid he) is gone, and his Death anſwers the Te. 
nure of his Life ; his Pleaſures have taken Wing, and 
what remains but a Coffin for his Body, and a Lake of 
Fire and Brimſtone for his Soul; he fed high (like the 


rich Glutton) and drunk higher; and as he followed 
his Example in this World, ſo has he met with his Pu- 
niſhment in the other, and now cries loud for a Drop of 


Water to refreſh his Tongue, as before for Champaigne to 
oblige Senſuality. Gentlemen! Vanitat Vanitatum & om- 


nia Vanitas, all Temporal En joyments are vain and tri- 


vial, purchaſed with Pain, poſſeſs d with Fear, and loſt 
with Regret, they diſguſt a good Man, and are unable 
to ſatiate an ill one; they may glide upon the Organ for 
a time, but cannot ſmooth the Heart; they fawn upon 
the Senſes, but always give a ſtab at parting. There is 
no Pleaſure here but in the Practice of Vertue; this in- 
deed is worthy the Purchafe, and will pay Charges with 
Intereſt ; it raiſes a Man above Fear, and diſencumbers 
him of all the uneaſy Pangs of Deſire; it turns a Sinner 
into a Saint, it gives him in Hand a Title to Heaven, and 
the Poſſeſſion in Remainder” + | 0 

Let us allow ſome time to cool and ſober Thoughts, 
and not make over our whole Lives to Merriment, that 
muſt end in Tears, or unrepented, in never-ending De- 
' 6g We walk on uneven Greund, and if we ſhut our 

yes, every Step leads us to a Precipice, from which 
there is no Return: If Caution can give no Security, in- 


to what an Abyfs will Negligence plunge us ? wa 
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Jake up then, Gentlemen, and abandon Lewdneſs be- 


fore it abandons you; turn Neceſſity into Vertue, and 


reſign de bonne Grace, what within ſome Years you muſt 


in ſpight of Reluctance and Oppoſition: There is no 
Recipe againſt. Death, no Protection; its Stroak is ſure, 


and often unforeſeen ; it attacks not ſo much by Vio- 
lence as Stratagem ; and if it ſurprizes us unprovided, 
we are undone for ever, for on this Moment depends an 
Eternity: It's eaſy to prevent an Eternal Miſery, but 
impoflible (when once we are fallen. into Hell) to abate 
the Flames, or to.extinguiſh them. n 


Oh the deplorable State of a damned Soul q To feel 


5 alwzys all the Evils, and all together that can be feared. 
What Death! Never to enjoy the leaſt Good that can be 
deſired? What Life! To ſuffer always! To deſpair al- 


ways! And never to hope, will be the Eternal Imploy- 
ment of a Reprobate | How little do Gentlemen be- 


eve this fad Truth ! How little do they comprehend 
it! And this is the Reaſon they Sin without Fear, . with- 


— 


out Remorſe. 


Oh the Folly of Men, who will not believe till Flames 
conſume their Infidelity, but not their Crimes! Till 


Repentance proves Unprofitable, and their Miſery be- 


comes Eternal! 
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